


Viksit Bharat @ 2047

Sanjeev Kumar Sharma
Editor

Indian Political Science Association
2024



Viksit Bharat@2047

Editor - Professor Sanjeev Kumar Sharma

© Indian Political Science Association

ISBN Number : 978-93-48110-44-2

Assistant Editors

Dr. Viplav         Dr. Chanchal

Dr. Ravi Kumar Poshwal      Dr. Sonia Verma

Ms. Anchal Chauhan      Ms. Ravina Tagor

Ms. Priyanka Tanwar      Ms. Deepa pal

Ms. Payal Ranga       Ms. Kun Sharma

Office Assistance

Mr. Sachin Giri       Mr. Amit Gupta

Published by Indian Political Science Association 

Printed by Swastik Enterprises, Meerut

Conference Proceedings

For free circulation amongst IPSA members

2nd October 2024



Table of Content

1. Journey of Indian Democracy: Growth and Development

2. Indian Constitution @ 75

3. Technology, Politics and Governance in India

4. India in Global Politics

5. Social Sciences in India: Challenges and Prospects

6. Institutions and Processes of Political Representation in India

7. Uniform Civil Code: Politics and Policy

8. Public Policy in India: Nature and Future

9. Politics of Dissent in India

10. Environmental Sustainability

11. Political Communication in India: Media and Propaganda 

12. Political Activism in India: Socio-Political Movements, Protests and Advocacy

13. Digital Democracy and E-Governance in India

14. Dynamics of Contemporary Global Politics

15. India and Her Neighbours

16. AI in Indian Politics: Opportunities, Challenges and Implications

17. Politics of Development in India

18. Gender Issues in Contemporary India

19. Tradition of Indian Political Thinking

20. Politics of Violence and Global Terrorism

21. Issues of Cyber Crime and Cyber Security

22. Political Emergence of Bharatiya Narrative

23. Decolonizing Indian Mind

24. Political Ideas in Literature, Arts and Cinema

25. Political Dynamics of Rajasthan





NOTES FOR THE CONTRIBUTORS

Submission of Manuscripts

One copy of the manuscript typed in double spacing throughout, should be sent to ‘The Editor’ at officeipsa@gmail.com in MS Word 
format only. The cover page of the paper should bear only the name(s) of the author(s), designation, postal address, telephone number 
and email, title of the paper and 100 words curriculum vitae of the author(s). The second page should contain an abstract of 100 words 
and the title of the article, but not the author’s name. Manuscripts should normally be between 4000-6000 words. Manuscripts which 
are not in the style of the journal will be rejected summarily. The articles are subjected to anonymous pre-review before being accepted 
for publication. Two complimentary copies of the journal shall be supplied to the principal author.

Duplicity

Dual submissions are not accepted. Please attach to every submission a covering letter confirming that all the authors have agreed to 
the submission and that the article/paper is not currently being considered for publication by any other journal. Submission of an article 
implies that it has not been published or accepted for publication elsewhere.

References

At the end of the paper, all references should be consolidated in a single list starting on a new page. References should be placed in the 
text in superscript numericals.

The list on the last page should include the author’s name, title, publisher, place and the year of publication, page number. Authors are 
particularly requested to verify that each text reference appears in the list, and vice versa.

Jargon should be avoided; technical terms not widely understood should be clearly defined; and the conclusions of statistical analysis 
should be set out in prose, as well as being supported by quantitative information in tables and text as appropriate.

Subscription and Membership

Life Membership of IPSA and subscription to the journal is a pre-requisite for consideration of the paper but mere  subscription does 
not qualify the paper to be accepted. The subscription details are as follows:

The Indian Journal of Political Science (IJPS)

India (Rs.)

Members of IPSA Individuals (Non IPSA Members) Institutions

Annual Rs.2000 Rs.4000 Rs.6000

Three Years Rs.5000 Rs.10000 Rs.15000

Bhartiya Rajniti Vijnan Shodh Patrika

Annual Three Years

Individuals ₹ 1000/- ₹ 2500/-

Institutions ₹ 2000/- ₹ 5500/-

  You may deposit the subscription fee directly in IPSA account as per the following  details:-
Name of the bank Indian Bank MICR Code 250019029

Branch C.C.S. University, Meerut Account Number 20195852952

Account Holder Editor, IJPS IFSC Code IDIB 000M690

Membership of the Association

Indian Journal Science Association is a prestigious association of the Political Science community. We encourage young scholar and 
teachers to become part of this 85 years old organization and benefit from its academically intellectual community and rich heritage. 
Conferences are regularly organized and information would be disseminated to all the members via email. The details of membership 
of association are available at www.ijps.net.in.

Reviews:

Authors/Publishers desirous of their book(s) reviewed in the journal should send two copies of the book to the Editorial office.

All Submissions may be sent to:-

Prof. Sanjeev K. Sharma, General Secretary and Treasurer, Indian Political Science Association

Dean, Faculty of Arts, Director, Academic, Head Department of Political Science, C.C.S University, Meerut (U.P.) 250005

Email: officeipsa@gmail.com | Website:- www.ijps.net.in



Hkkjrh; jktuhfr foKku 'kks/k if=dk 
ISSN-2229-452X 

izks0 latho dqekj 'kekZ        

egklfpo ,oa dks"kk/;{k 
 

fiz; lqân~] 

 Hkkjrh; jktuhfr foKku 'kks/k if=dk ¼ISSN 2229 452X½ ds fy;s mPp Lrjh; ,oa xEHkhj 'kks/k vkys[k 
vkeaf=rk gSA 

vkys[k izsf"kr djrs le; fuEu fcUnqvksa ij /;ku fn;k tkuk lehphu gksxk%& 

1- 'kks/k vkys[k izR;sd n'kk esa bZ&esy }kjk —fr nso 010 QksUV esa gh Hkstk tk;sA 
2- vkys[k U;wure 3500 rFkk vf/kdre 6000 'kCnksa esa lhfer gksA 
3- leLr lUnHkZ vkys[k esa vadkasa esa rFkk vUr esa iw.kZ fooj.k ds lkFk iF̀kd~ i`"B ij layXu gksaA 
4- lUnHkZ dk Øe mYys[k ds vuqlkj fu/kkZfjr gksA bl gsrq ifj"kn dh osclkbV ij ys[kdksa gsrq vuqns'k miyC/k gSA 
5- izR;sd n'kk esa vkys[k ds ekSfyd ys[ku rFkk vU;= izdk'kukFkZ u Hksts tkus dk izek.k i= layXu gksA 
6- ys[kd dk uke] in] vkfn 'kh"kZd ds lkFk iF̀kd~ i`"B ij gksa] vkys[k esa dgha Hkh u fn;k tk;sA 

 blds vfrfjDr 'kks/k if=dk esa vkys[k izdk'ku gsrq Hkkjrh; jktuhfr foKku ifj"kn ,oa 'kks/k if=dk dh 
lnL;rk Lo;a xzg.k djuk izkFkfed vko';drk gksxhA vU;Fkk vkys[k ij fopkj ugha fd;k tk;sxkA 'kks/k if=dk dh 
lnL;rk 'kqYd dk fooj.k fuEu izdkj gS%& 

  okf"kZd    rhu o"kZ 

O;fDrxr  # 1000@&   # 2500@& 

laLFkkxr  # 2000@&   # 5500@&  

lnL;rk 'kqYd 'Editor, IJPS, Meerut' ds uke ls cSad Mªk¶V }kjk izsf"kr fd;k tkuk gSA 
 

Bank Details:- 

Now you may deposit the subscription fee directly in IPSA account as per following details:- 

Name of the Bank- Indian Bank    MICR Code - 250019029 

Branch- C.C.S University, Meerut    Account Number- 20195852952 

Account Holder- Editor, IJPS    IFSC Code- IDIB000M690 
 

 vkils lknj vuqjks/k gS fd 'kks/k if=dk dh lnL;rk Lo;a xzg.k djus ds lkFk&lkFk vius fe=ksa] 'kks/kkfFkZ;ksa 
rFkk laLFkkuksa dks Hkh bl gsrq izsfjr djus dh —ik djsa rkfd 'kks/k if=dk le;c) rjhds ls izdkf'kr dh tk lds vkSj 
lEcfU/krksa dks izsf"kr dh tk ldsA lkFk gh bl ifji= ls vius 'kks/kkfFkZ;ksa ,oa f'k{kd lg;ksfx;ksa dks Hkh voxr djkus 
dh —ik djsaA 

lEikndh; dk;kZy;%& Hkkjrh; jktuhfr foKku 'kks/k if=dk] jktuhfr foKku foHkkx] pkS/kjh pj.k flag fo'ofo|ky;] 
esjB&250005 ¼mÙkj izns'k½ bZ&esy& officeipsa@gmai.com 

osclkbV& www.ijps.net.in, Qksu& $91&8267888973] $91&8755530908 

 

izks0 latho dqekj 'kekZ 













PRESIDENTIAL
REMARKS



PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS IN 61ST IPSA CONFERENCE 
18 – 19 OCTOBER 2024

Prof. Geetanjali Dash 
Vice-Chancellor 

Berhampur University (Odisha) & President, IPSA
Namaskar!

Good morning to all the delegates to the 61st IPSA Conference.

It is a very proud moment for all of us. The Indian Political Science Association, which was established in December 1938 on the advice and invitation 
of Bharat Ratna Pandit Madan Mohan Malviya, has completed more than 85 years of its existence. Keeping pace with the development of our nation, our 
organization is also marching ahead very fast.

We have gathered here for our 61st IPSA Conference. Undoubtedly, it speaks for our efforts, stands for our collective strength and vouches for our future 
glory. By bringing us together, IPSA has enriched the discipline of Political Science through our collective intellectualism. At every conference, we feel proud 
of the successful ending and eagerly wait to welcome the next Conference. I express my heartfelt thanks to all those who are actively working for the develop-
ment of IPSA. I am also grateful to my colleagues who have burnt many night lamps to organize this Conference in this historic city of Rajasthan.

The theme of this Conference is Viksit Bharat@2047. It is indeed a great pleasure and privilege to share my thoughts of Viksit Bharat with friends of 
Political Science fraternity. 

Today, I stand before you to talk about a vision that inspires millions—Viksit Bharat, or Developed India. This vision is not just a dream; it is a collective 
aspiration of our diverse and vibrant nation to climb up from being a developing or Vikashshil to a developed or Viksit Desh or country. Viksit Bharat is not 
just a slogan; it is a shared commitment for building a better future.  It is aimed at fostering progress, inclusivity, and sustainability. At its core, Viksit Bharat 
signifies a country where every citizen has access to quality education, healthcare, and employment opportunities. It envisions a society where innovation and 
technology drive growth, where farmers thrive, industries flourish, and urban and rural areas develop harmoniously.

In this rough journey of development, ‘no one should be left behind’.  This is also the core theme of the 2030 Global Agenda of Sustainable Development. 
Unless and until, we have in our mind the weakest member of our large family while making public policies it would be difficult to arrive at the coveted goal 
of Viksit Bharat by 2047, when we shall be completing and celebrating 100 years of our independence.

As we stand at the crossroads of rapid economic, social, and technological transformation, the concept of a developed India is no longer a distant dream 
but an achievable reality. It is a privilege to speak today on a vision that holds the dreams and aspirations of over a billion people— Viksit Bharat. This 
vision encompasses not just material progress but a comprehensive approach to uplift every sector of society, ensuring equitable, inclusive, and sustainable 
development. As we explore this multi-faceted vision from socio-economic and political viewpoints, the challenge before us lies not only in redefining the 
concepts of development and good governance but also in re-examining these goals in view of their applicability to Indian society, its ideological moorings, 
and ethical values. The goals set for 2047 need to be seen beyond GDP and growth rate and include innovations in education, inclusive policies, environmental 
sustainability, and global leadership. India, with its demographic dividend, has the potential to become an economic superpower. However, it is crucial to 
ensure that this economic growth is inclusive. A developed India is one where every region, from the urban hubs of Mumbai and Bengaluru to the rural villages 
of Bihar and Uttar Pradesh, benefits from growth. Investments in rural development, agriculture, and micro-enterprises are essential to bridge the urban-rural 
divide. We must strive for a future where every child has access to quality education, regardless of geography or economic status. The National Education 
Policy (NEP) of 2020 is a step in this direction, aiming to modernize the education system, making it more holistic, flexible, and aligned with the needs of the 
21st century. True development cannot occur if large segments of the population are left behind. It is imperative to address the socio-economic inequalities 
that persist in our society. Programs aimed at empowering women, youth, marginalized communities, and economically disadvantaged groups are essential. A 
developed India must also be a nation that contributes to global peace, security, and prosperity. India’s rich cultural heritage, democratic values, and strategic 
geopolitical position give it a unique role on the global stage. From peacekeeping missions to leading in areas such as pharmaceuticals and software exports, 
India has much to offer the world.  

Political Science, as a discipline, has always been integral to understanding and shaping societies, nations, and global relations. In India’s context, 
the development of political science is more critical than ever, as the nation embarks on its journey towards a Viksit Bharat. To achieve this ambitious 
goal, political science must evolve in its theoretical frameworks, methodologies, and practical applications to offer robust insights into governance, political 
leadership, societal changes, and global dynamics. However, the study of political science in India faces several challenges, many of which arise from the 
country’s unique socio-political environment, its evolving democratic processes, and the rapid changes in global and domestic political dynamics. These 
challenges influence not only the academic study of the discipline but also its relevance and applicability in shaping public policy, governance, and political 
thought in India. Addressing these challenges requires a concerted effort to update curricula, adopt new methodologies, promote academic freedom, and bridge 
the gap between research and public policy.

Challenges in the Study of Political Science

A significant challenge in the study of political science in India is the dominance of Western political theories and frameworks, which do not always 
resonate with or explain the complexities of Indian political reality. Many Indian scholars rely heavily on Western theoretical constructs such as liberalism, 
Marxism, and post-colonialism, which may not fully capture India’s indigenous political experiences. While there has been an attempt to incorporate thinkers 
like Gandhi, Ambedkar, and Nehru into the curriculum, there is a lack of systematic effort to develop homegrown political theories that reflect India’s unique 
political culture. Developing more indigenous theories and frameworks that align with Indian socio-political contexts is a critical challenge for political science 
in India.

The discipline of political science in India has a rich intellectual heritage rooted in ancient political thought. Texts such as Kautilya’s Arthashastra 
offered early insights into statecraft, governance, and diplomacy. However, political science as a modern academic discipline began to take shape during the 
colonial period, influenced by Western models of governance and political thought. Post-independence, Indian political science experienced a shift, focusing on 
democratic governance, nation-building, and constitutionalism. Thinkers like B.R. Ambedkar, Jawaharlal Nehru, and Mahatma Gandhi brought in indigenous 
perspectives, blending Western political ideologies with India’s cultural and historical experiences. Political science in independent India focused largely on 
democratic institutions, political processes, and the challenges of socio-economic transformation. Today, as India seeks to become a Viksit Bharat, political 



science must adapt to new realities—ranging from globalization and digitalization to climate change and emerging geopolitical complexities.

Political Science as a Catalyst for Viksit Bharat

One of the most critical contributions of political science in the context of Viksit Bharat is its ability to analyze governance structures and offer 
recommendations for reform. As India moves toward development, issues like corruption, bureaucratic inefficiency, and political decentralization require 
academic scrutiny. Political science offers the theoretical tools to assess governance frameworks and explore alternatives that can make the system more 
transparent, accountable, and efficient. Scholars of political science can provide insights into the functioning of democratic institutions, from Parliament to 
local self-governance, assessing how they can be made more inclusive and responsive. For instance, understanding how decentralization—by empowering 
Panchayati Raj institutions—can contribute to more effective local governance is a significant area of research that can directly impact the goals of Viksit 
Bharat. 

Political science plays a crucial role in policy analysis—a field where the discipline intersects with economics, sociology, and public administration. In the 
context of Viksit Bharat, political scientists need to focus on evidence-based policy-making to address complex developmental challenges. Political scientists 
engage in understanding how policies can be better designed to address issues like social inequality, healthcare access, education reforms, and environmental 
sustainability.

A developed India must also be an inclusive democracy, where all citizens—especially marginalized communities—can participate actively in the 
political process. Political science research into civil society movements, grassroots activism, and the role of media in democracy helps understand how 
democratic engagement can be deepened. The discipline also provides insights into improving citizen engagement through technology. With the advent of 
digital democracy, political science examines how e-governance, online public forums, and digital voting systems can make political participation more 
accessible and widespread.

The intersection of politics and economics is crucial in the discourse on Viksit Bharat. Political scientists study how political decisions impact economic 
development and vice versa. However, Economic reforms, such as liberalization, privatization, and digitization, must be examined within their political 
contexts to understand their social implications. For India to become a developed country, its political institutions must ensure that economic growth is both 
sustainable and equitable, addressing the needs of all sections of society.  As India strives to become a Viksit Bharat, the question of social justice remains 
central to the study of Political science. Through the lens of political theory, a framework for understanding concepts like equality, liberty, and justice in the 
Indian context needs to be developed that is relevant to the values and traditions of Bharat. Thinkers like Ambedkar, who emphasized social inequalities, 
continue to inspire political scientists to engage with issues of caste discrimination, gender inequality, and tribal rights. Addressing these structural inequalities 
is key to ensuring that development in India is inclusive and that the benefits of economic growth reach all. 

In the international sphere, political science offers critical insights into India’s growing role as a global power. In its journey towards Viksit Bharat, it 
must also navigate a complex geopolitical landscape, balancing its relationships with global superpowers while maintaining its strategic autonomy. Shaping 
India’s foreign policy in the context of global shifts in power, the rise of China, and changing dynamics within international organizations should also focus on 
issues like India’s leadership in the Global South, its role in climate negotiations, and its participation in regional organizations like SAARC and BRICS. The 
emerging concept of multipolarity in international relations is particularly relevant for scholars of political science. India’s positioning as a major power, both 
regionally and globally, requires political strategies that align with its domestic goals of development and its international aspirations for leadership.

By overcoming these hurdles and reorienting its focus, political science in India can better contribute to the development of governance systems, democratic 
processes, and public policies that will shape the country’s future. A more engaged, interdisciplinary, and empirically rigorous study of political science will not 
only enhance academic scholarship but also play a vital role in creating a more equitable and just society.

Therefore, I urge upon the friends of my fraternity, to let us work together—across all sectors and communities—to turn this vision of Viksit Bharat into 
reality. Our research and advocacy will definitely explore alternative ways and means to realize our dream. Together, we can create a developed India that 
stands as a beacon of hope and progress for generations to come. At the end, I would recite a few lines from the translated verses from Geetanjali of Gurudev 
Rabindranath Tagore,

Where the mind is without fear and the head is held high 
 Where knowledge is free 
 Where the world has not been broken up into fragments 
 By narrow domestic walls 
 Where words come out from the depth of truth 
 Where tireless striving stretches its arms toward perfection 
 Where the clear stream of reason has not lost its way 
 Into the dreary desert sand of dead habit 
 Where the mind is led forward by thee 
 Into ever-widening thought and action 
 Into that heaven of freedom, my Father, let my country awake.

Jai Hind

Bande Bharat Mata

***
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PANEL - 1
JOURNEY OF INDIAN DEMOCRACY: GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT

Viksit Bharat @ 2024: Obstacles and Possibilities
Dr. Hansa Chaudhary, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, University of Rajasthan, Jaipur (Rajasthan)

India got independence in 1947 after a long period of slavery of British rule. At the time of independence, the main goal of the country was Nation- Building. India 
was very weak position at the time in the terms of resources and other development. But with a strong belief in democracy, India made it possible that at present it is 
growing very fast and now India is emerging a largest economy of the world. The present Modi Government initiated a mission called Viksit Bharat@2047. According 
the government, India has ability to become a developed nation and this goal should be achieved by 2047 with the collective efforts of all citizens of India. There is 
no doubt about this fact that India has that caliber. India has a large amount of natural resources, advanced technology, strong defense system, financial and political 
stability, which lead to achieve this noble vision. But there are many obstacles in the path of this huge mission. For instance, proper use of resources, poverty, corruption, 
unemployment, gender inequality etc. India cannot ignore these major problems. India will have to solve these issues if want to be a developed nation in near future.

Viksit Bharat @ 2047
Dr. Kale Sanjay Ankush, Professor, K. V. N. Naik ACS College, Nasik (Maharashtra)

India’ got independence on 15th August 1947; since then, we witnessed a huge development in spite of the large number of heterogeneous people who have different 
race, religion, caste, language, and regions. Nowadays, India has entered not only to thrill but also to give credence to the most challenging phase in its history. Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi has launched ‘Viksit Bharat’ (developed India) under an umbrella. Numerous development initiatives have been taken across different sectors. 
The term Viksit Bharat incorporates progress in different aspects; including social development, economic advancement, environmental sustainability, good governance, 
relationships with neighbouring countries, terrorism, issues of cybercrime and cybersecurity, and many more. It has been stated that each and every Indian citizen’s 
actions should be in such a way that they lead to the development of the country. Viksit Bharat is a milestone in reaching rapid development of the country by 2047, 
which will complete 100 years of India’s independence. This paper tries to focus on many issues that are included in the Viksit Bharat theme.

Development of Indian Democracy
Laxmikant Balkrishna Kurangal, Research Scholar, Dr. B.A.M. University, Aurangabad (Maharashtra)

This paper explores the evolution of democracy in India, highlighting key milestones, challenges, and achievements. From its independence in 1947 to current political 
landscape, the country has made significant strides in strengthening its democratic institutions and promoting inclusive governance. Analysis of historical events, 
political reforms, and citizen participation sheds light on the ongoing journey towards a more mature and vibrant democracy in India.

Issues in Indian Democracy
Dr. S. Subash Chandra Bose, Assistant Professor, Dept. of Political Science, Periyar Arts College, Cuddalore (Tamil Nadu)

Indian democracy, the largest in the world, faces several challenges that impact its effectiveness and inclusiveness. One major issue is political corruption, where 
money and power often influence decisions, undermining the principles of fairness and accountability. Electoral malpractices, such as vote-buying and muscle power, 
further erode public trust in the democratic process. Social inequalities, particularly caste and religious divisions, continue to affect political representation and access 
to resources. This leads to the marginalization of certain communities, hindering the ideal of equality that democracy promises. Additionally, the rise of communalism 
and identity politics threatens national unity and social harmony. The functioning of democratic institutions like the judiciary, parliament, and media is also under strain. 
There are concerns about the independence of these institutions, with allegations of political interference weakening their ability to act as checks and balances. Moreover, 
the lack of internal democracy within political parties leads to the concentration of power in the hands of a few leaders, stifling grassroots participation and the emergence 
of new leadership. Lastly, the slow pace of judicial proceedings and the backlog of cases contribute to delays in justice, challenging the rule of law. These issues, if not 
addressed, could undermine the strength and resilience of Indian democracy. This paper tries to show light on the above burning issues of Indian democracy and try to 
find out the ways and means to tackle with these issues.

Federalism in India: Challenges and Opportunities
Dr. Anukriti, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, RKSD College, Kaithal (Haryana)

India’s constitutional system is based on federalism, which is a delicate balance of authority between the Union and the states. This paper examines the various facets 
of Indian federalism, charting its development and analysing the issues that jeopardise its viability. The growing assertion of state autonomy, regional inequities, fiscal 
federalism, and the centralisation of authority are important issues. The potential provided by cooperative federalism, which allows the Union and states to work together 
on national objectives while honouring the variety of the Indian polity, are also examined in this paper. The paper makes the point—through case studies of interstate 
conflicts, policy implementations, and constitutional amendments—that although Indian federalism presents formidable obstacles, it also provides a vibrant framework 
for promoting unity in diversity. The study’s conclusion suggests re-evaluating centre-state interactions in light of India’s quickly shifting socio-political environment in 
order to improve the federal structure and meet new challenges.

77 Years on: Taking Stock of Indian Independence
Dr. Gilbert Sebastian, Assistant Professor, Dept. of International Relations & Politics, Central University of Kerala, Kasargod (Kerala)

An effort is made to do an evidence-based evaluation of Indian independence after 77 years, in the light of the three dimensions of human rights, namely, i) Civil and 
Political Rights (CPR); ii) Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ESCR); and iii) Collective and Solidarity Rights (CSR). It was found that India has a mixed record 
today on the three dimensions of human rights. In terms of ESCR, contrary to what the radical left often claims, Indian independence has not been a sham, as India’s 
performance in terms of literacy and life expectancy has been commendable. However, galloping economic inequalities correspond to a similar trend in most of the world 
today. Unthinking assertions that we have got political independence but not economic independence could not be substantiated. This is because India’s moderate gains 
in ESCR have been dimmed by serious setbacks in CPR and CSR, particularly environmental rights. The signs of resistance to regain independence in these respects are 
amply visible in India today. This is also in keeping with the defiance against autocratization worldwide today.

India in 2047: Strategic Economic Diplomacy in Multipolar Asia
Ajay Chakkravarthi B, BA, Political Science, Kumaraguru College of Liberal Arts and Science, Coimbatore (Tamil Nadu)

India being a developing country embarks its journey towards the centenary of its independence where its role in global politics is transforming significantly, reflecting 
the nation’s high aspirations under the ‘Viksit Bharath’ vision. The shift from a unipolar to a multipolar world order has brought many changes in world situations. In 
recent scenarios, the world focus aimed at Western countries has gradually changed towards Asia. This change has created a new multipolar world order that is focused 
on Asia-centered regions, Where India as an emerging global power now has the opportunity to establish a new structure for its growth and development, placing itself 
as a developed nation. This paper focuses on India’s strategic use of economic diplomacy, most particularly in foreign direct investment and regional trade partnerships, 
that focuses on capitalization of Indian economy by using the shift of world order towards the Asian-centered multipolar region. By clear analysis of India’s current 
initiatives on policies such as “Act East Policy” and its involvement in regional trade agreements, this paper examines on how these initiatives by the Indian government 
are positioning India as a developed nation by 2047. This paper uses qualitative analysis. Additionally, this paper offers strategic recommendations for India to strengthen 
its global influence and achieve its developmental goals within the framework of the “Viksit Bharat Vision 2047”.
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Journey of Indian Democracy: Growth and Development
Anjana Thakur, Research Scholar, Himachal Pradesh Central University, Dharamshala (Himachal Pradesh) 

The seeds of democracy have been sown on the land of India. The word democracy has been used 40 times in Rigveda, nine times in Atharva Veda and many times in 
Brahmin texts. India is not only the world’s largest democracy but also the mother of democracy. Democracy in India has developed from the life philosophy of ancient 
and eternal culture and not from the legal Magna Carta of England. India is a great example of democracy in the world. England has been considered the father of 
democracy but when we observe Indian literature, we find that democracy existed in India even 2500 years ago. Democracy is the soul of India. The present period has 
started with democracy and liberalism. Our history is witness that the democratic system based on human values like equality, liberty, fraternity has proven to be more 
responsible, public-minded, educative, sensitive and free from violence and revolution. Democracy as a way of life for the all-round development of man and to give a 
new direction to humanity and make it reach a new height.

Indian Politics and Foreign Mind: A Review of the Contributions of the Foreign     Scholars on Indian Democratic Experiment
Mohammad Aftab Alam, Professor, Department of Political Science, Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh (U.P.)

Indian democratic journey began with the first general elections conducted in 1951-52 under the newly adopted constitution. This had a deep historical moorings and 
political training by the colonial masters. There has been marked continuities and discontinuities which greatly determined the broad contours of Indian experiment in 
democratic life. A large volume of scholarly works was produced by both Indian and foreign scholars to understand the phenomenon of Indian democratic process. A 
crop of foreign scholars from Europe and North America undertook both quantitative and qualitative researches on the different dimensions of the democratic experiment 
by a new nation with deep civilization roots. These foreign scholars employed multiple methodological approaches and ideological persuasion to explore dimensions 
of Indian democratic journey from inception to the present. Studies on national general and state elections, political parties at national and regional level, role of 
pressure groups, pattern of elite formation and emergence of middle class, business and politics in India, ethnic violence and conflict, communal politics, functioning of 
parliament and state assemblies, shifting social bases of legislators, mobilization of historically disadvantaged groups like schedule caste and other backward classes 
in democratic process, changing rural power structure in the era of decentralization, political economy of development, politics of positive discrimination etc were and 
are being conducted by these foreign scholars. The representative names from such a long list of these foreign scholars come out as W.H. Morris Jones, Craig Baxter, 
Myron Weiner, Granville Austin, Stanley Kochanek, Rudolph and Rudolph, Francine Frankel, Christophe Jafferlot etc. It will be a challenging task to accommodate all 
of them and their contributions in this short research paper. Thus, there is an attempt to review and analyze the representative, marked and distinct contributions of these 
foreign scholars on 75 years of this unique Indian democratic journey.

Journey of Indian Democracy: Nehru to Modi
Dr Binita Supriya, Assistant Professor of Political Science, Government Sanskrit College, Patna (Bihar)

When India got its Independence after 200 years of slavery then there was so much diversity in Independent India, where the establishment of a new country and 
establishment of democracy within the country was a huge challenge for the New Nation. The Author, Aldous Huxley, who wrote the famous book of 20th century Brave 
New World” predicted future of the Indian Democracy. In 1960, he said democracy will exist in India only as long as Pandit Nehru’s government is there, after that there 
will be established dictatorship or military rule. Similar predictions were being made for India by foreign political thinkers and writers also. With time, democracy in 
India has strengthened its roots even more and has also become a benchmark for other democratic countries of the World. India is the fifth largest economy of the world. 
Despite the low per capita income, it is in a very strong position compared to other democratic countries. In recent decades, socialist, secular, democratic nationalist 
ideology has become the mainstay of Indian Democratic System. India’s journey of democratic growth and development has been remarkable, spanning over seven 
decades. Pandit Nehru to PM Modi their policy decisions and constitutional amendments given new directions and dimensions to the country. The objective of the paper 
is to access evolving strategy and development of the Indian democracy. The brief overview will highlight the diverse approaches and priorities of each prime minister, 
shaping India’s democratic evolution. 

Journey of Indian Democracy: Growth and Development
Dr. Dinkar Santukrao Kalambe, Professor & Head of Department Political Science, Moreshwar Arts, Science & Commerce College, Bhokardan (Maharashtra)

India is the largest democratic country in the world. Today in India there are 28 states and 8 union territories and it all because possible only due to the acceptance of a 
federal system. Any country known by its ideology at the time of following any ideology that particular country its own diversity geography and international situation 
takes an account. Historical basis is also there in deciding any particular ideology for the country/nations like national movement. Impressive political leadership, social, 
economic, political and educational condition of the people who are living in the country. That’s why it is an important to know the journey of Indian democracy while 
keeping in mind, beginning of Indian democracy to an Independence and after from Independence to till today’s Indian democracy. We can say some important point 
that’s why an attempt has been made to know the progress development of journey of Indian democracy in this chapter or articles.

Positioning of Real Estate Workers into the Housing Market: Structural Growth and Development

Manoj Kumar Chaudhary, Doctoral Fellow, Department of Political Science, Mahatma Gandhi Central University, Motihari (Bihar)

The affordability of decent housing forms the second dimension of analysis. The assimilation of migrants’ housing patterns requires that migrants are able to afford 
housing in different segments in the housing markets. In times of ongoing immigration to industrial countries-due to humanitarian reasons and a serious need for 
immigrant workers resulting from an over-aging of western societies-integration of immigrants and their offspring is a crucial issue nation states are obliged to cope 
with. Additional to migrants and real estate workers positioning in various spheres of society, such as the labour market and the educational system, integration in the 
housing market. There is a need of the social upliftment and their inclusive policies to be sustained the ecosystem. The policies should be implemented so that their 
major issues should be resolved.

Democracy in India: Growth and Development
Preeti Basak, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Tilka Manjhi Bhagalpur University, Bhagalpur (Bihar)

India the world’s largest democracy boasts a rich history and a vibrant political landscape. As most of the old certitudes of Indian politics gradually crumble in a 
‘transforming’ India is the ‘idea of democracy’ that has survived and endured thus providing one powerful continuation in it. The democracy in India in a significant 
way was prefigured in the form of the colonial legacy but the roots of Indian democracy can be traced back further than just the fight for independence from British rule. 
India’s democratic experiments is a work in progress constantly revolving to meet the changing needs of its citizens. Values of tolerance, pluralism and inclusion are 
the foundational principles of Indian Democracy. A concrete and detailed discussion with the purview of constitutional notions of Liberty, Justice, Equality, Fraternity 
on the topic has been done in the research paper where the Journey of Indian Democracy: Growth and Development” will be discussed underlying within the following 
segments -(A) The Seeds of Democracy: Pre-independence Struggles, B) Political Democracy and Economic Development in India : 1947 to 1967 ; 1967 to 1990 ; 1991 
onwards. The paper concludes with the idea of giving an essential concern to the Major Democratic Reforms under Modi Regime.

India’s Democratic Path: Analyzing 75 Years of Electoral Progress and Challenges
Dr. Rajiv Madhukar Pawar, Post Graduate Department of Political Science, Moolji Jaitha College (Autonomous), Jalagon (Maharashtra)

On August 15, 1947, India achieved independence, setting forth on its trajectory as a sovereign democracy. Subsequently, on November 26, 1950, India promulgated 
its Constitution, inaugurating its journey towards a modern democratic state. As we approach November 26, 2025, India stands poised to commemorate 75 years of 
its democratic experiment—a milestone celebrated as the “Amrit Mahotsav” or Jubilee of Indian democracy. While 75 years might seem a brief epoch in the broader 
historical context for assessing the maturation of democratic institutions, this juncture offers a critical opportunity to introspect on both the accomplishments and 
challenges that have characterized India’s democratic evolution. This research paper seeks to critically evaluate the trajectory of Indian democracy through the analytical 
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lens of its electoral system. The focus will be predominantly on the general elections, with particular emphasis on the Lok Sabha elections. The study will span from 
the inaugural general election of the Lok Sabha to the recently concluded 18th Lok Sabha election in 2024. The analysis will encompass the electoral participation of 
various social groups and the evolving political dynamics reflected in the election outcomes, which serve as significant indicators of India’s democratic progression. 
Furthermore, this research will endeavour to elucidate the distinctive characteristics of Indian democracy over its 75-year odyssey. The paper will interrogate the extent 
to which India has realized the democratic objectives enshrined in its Constitution, the obstacles encountered in the pursuit of these objectives, and the contemporary 
challenges confronting Indian democracy. The paper will culminate in a discussion addressing these critical questions. The research will employ Lok Sabha election 
results as primary sources and will engage with secondary sources including scholarly research papers, authoritative texts, and reports pertinent to the discourse on 
Indian democracy.

The Foundations of Indian Democracy: From Independence to Present Scenario
Rajnandini Medhi, Department of Public Administration, Rajiv Gandhi National, Institute of Youth Development Regional Centre, Chandigarh
Indian democracy, the world’s largest, is a dynamic and intricate system that has endured more than seven decades of varied governance. The foundation of Indian 
democracy, established with the nation’s independence in 1947, is a narrative of ambition, strength, and adaptation. Grounded in the principles of justice, liberty, equality, 
and fraternity, it represents the collective will of over a billion citizens through its democratic institutions and processes. Emerging from the long period of colonial 
rule, India set out on a unique journey: to create a democracy that could unite its vast diversity and endure the challenges of time. The architects of Indian Constitution 
envisioned a republic that would embody justice, liberty, equality and fraternity – not just in rhetoric, but deeply embedded in the practice of governance. The early years 
of Indian democracy were marked by the establishment and strengthening of institutions like parliament, the judiciary and the election commission, which became the 
pillars of democratic governance. Today, Indian democracy stands as a complex blend of successes and ongoing challenges. The nation has consistently held elections, 
ensuring the peaceful transition of power, and has emerged as a global symbol of democratic stability. Yet it also grapples with contemporary issues like the rise of 
identity politics, media fragmentation, and the delicate balance between central authority and regional autonomy. Ultimately, the paper offers a critical assessment of 
India’s democratic journey, highlighting both its achievements and its shortcomings and analyze the contemporary issues shaping Indian democracy, offering insights 
into its future trajectory in an increasingly globalized world. 

Journey of Indian Democracy: Growth and Development 
Ms. Ruksana Shaikh, Research Scholar, Dr. BAM University, Aurangabad (Maharashtra) 
Dr. Navnath Aghav, Research Guide, Dr. BAM University, Aurangabad (Maharashtra) 

Democracy is mainly a Greek word which means people and their rules, here peoples have the to select their own government as per their choice. Greece was the 
first democratic country in the world. India is a democratic country where people select their government of their own choice, also people have the rights to do the 
work of their choice. There are two types democracy: 1. direct democracy. 2. Indirect democracy: India has an Indirect form of Democracy. In an indirect democracy, 
people rule through the representatives. Also known as Representative democracy. People enjoy rights which are very essential for human beings to live happily. Our 
country has the largest democracy in the world. In a democracy, each person has equal rights. After the independence, India has adopted democracy, where the people 
vote those who are above 18 years of age (Universal adult franchise) but these votes do not vary by any caste; people from every caste have equal rights to select their 
government. Democracy, we adopted first past the post system also called as a rule of the majority, means whatever the majority of people decide, it has to be followed or 
implemented, the representative winning with the most number (majority power) of votes will have the power. The democratic system in India is based on the principles 
of federalism, parliamentary democracy, and a multi-party system. The country has a Constitution that lays down the framework for the functioning of the government 
and the distribution of powers between the central government and the state governments. We can say the place where literacy people are more there shows the success 
of the democracy even lack of consciousness is also dangerous in a democracy. Democracy is associated with higher human accumulation and higher economic freedom. 
Democracy is closely tied with the economic source of growth like education and quality of life as well as health care. The constituent assembly in India was adopted by 
Dr B.R. Ambedkar on 26th November 1949 and became sovereign democratic after its constitution came into effect on 26 January 1950. Later we discussed about the 
democratic process in India, growth and development, democracy: impact on Indian society.

Indian Democracy: Growth and Development - An Overview
Selvakumar G., Department of Public Administration, Rajiv Gandhi National Institute of Youth Development, Chandigarh

The Indian democratic system, established post-independence, has undergone significant growth and transformation since 1947, reflecting the nation’s commitment 
to constitutional principles, participatory governance, and socio-economic development. This paper provides an overview of the key phases and dimensions of the 
evolution of Indian democracy, focusing on political, institutional, and socio-economic advancements in our country. The growth of Indian democracy can be viewed 
through the expansion of electoral politics, the deepening of federalism, the strengthening of democratic institutions, and the enhancement of social justice. Milestones 
such as the adoption of the Constitution, the integration of princely states, and the periodic amendments to balance state-central relations highlight India’s dynamic nature 
of governance. This paper explores how democratic development has been interlinked with social and economic growth, addressing challenges like poverty, inequality, 
and social exclusion. The role of decentralization, particularly through Panchayati Raj institutions, has been pivotal in democratizing governance at the grassroots, 
promoting inclusive growth, and enhancing citizen participation. Indian democracy faces contemporary challenges, such as the growing influence of money and muscle 
power in politics, communalism, and weakening democratic norms. This paper analyzes the resilience of Indian democracy in the face of such challenges and the reforms 
required to safeguard its future and also provides a holistic view of the growth and development of Indian democracy, emphasizing both achievements and areas needing 
further strengthening to ensure the nation’s democratic foundations remain robust and inclusive in the years ahead.

India’s Road to Viksit Bharat@ 2047: Chronicling the journey of Indian democracy
Prof. Shubhalaskmi Raychowdhury, Assistant Professor, Political Science, Khandra College, Khandra (West Bengal)

From Interim budget to the recent Independence Day speech by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the goal of achieving ‘Viksit Bharat @2047’ is being reiterated time and 
again. The word ‘Viksit’ originates from the Sanskrit word ‘Vikasita’ which means blossomed, bloomed or developed. The idea is to make India a developed or Vikasita 
by 2047 i.e 100 years of its independence. However, unlike earlier times it is not very easy to discern the meaning of a developed nation. The current article will attempt 
to chronicle India’s journey of becoming a “developed” nation not only through the economic lens but more specifically through the socio-political lens.

Evolution of Indian Democracy: A Journey of Growth and Resilience
Sooriya C. Thengamam, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, University College, Trivandrum (Kerala)

India stands as the world’s largest democracy, continuously navigating its path through various crises. Its democratic system serves as a model for nations worldwide. 
The evolution of Indian democracy is a narrative of endurance, adaptability, and progress. Since gaining independence in 1947, India has pursued the establishment of a 
democratic republic, guided by the principles of justice, liberty, and equality. The Constitution’s architects designed a system that could embrace India’s vast diversity, 
ensuring that all citizens are represented. Over time, Indian democracy has navigated numerous challenges, including political instability, economic downturns, and 
social unrest. With each election, the expansion of voting rights has bolstered democratic participation, making India the world’s largest democracy. Despite periods of 
emergency and political challenges, the democratic structure has remained resilient. The emergence of regional political parties, an active judiciary, and a dynamic civil 
society have further enriched democratic processes. Economic reforms in the 1990s facilitated development and encouraged greater public involvement in governance 
through decentralization and technological innovations. As India continues to progress, its democracy evolves to meet new challenges, reflecting the ambitions of its 
people. The journey of Indian democracy is ongoing, with every achievement contributing to its growth and the enrichment of its democratic fabric. This study focuses 
on the overall evolution of Indian democracy and its resilience in the contemporary socio-political scenario

Journey of Indian Democracy: Growth and Development 
Dr Ghazala Parveen, Associate Professor, Women’s College, Department of Political Science, Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh (Uttar Pradesh)
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Warisa Parveen, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh (Uttar Pradesh) 

This study examines the dynamic evolution of democracy in India, tracing its political journey from post-independence to the present day. India presents a unique case 
of democratic maturation marked by diversity, complexity, and resilience. This paper reviews the foundational principles laid by the Constitution, the role of electoral 
politics, and the functioning of democratic institutions over the decades. Key phases of political change, including the consolidation of democratic practices, challenges 
of coalition politics, and the impact of economic liberalization on governance are explored. Critical periods of democratic strain such as the emergency (1975-1977) and 
the subsequent resurgence of democratic norms are analyzed, alongside the role of civil society, media, and judiciary in safeguarding democratic values. Contemporary 
challenges like political polarization, social media influence, and the rise of populism are assessed for their implications on the future of Indian democracy. By 
contextualizing India’s democratic experience within a broader theoretical framework, this study aims to enhance understanding of how democracies evolve and adapt 
in response to various pressures, emphasizing that the maturation of democracy is an ongoing process requiring constant vigilance and adaptation. 

Indian Democracy and Coalition Politics
Dr. M. Rohini Rani, Lecturer in Political Science, Nabarangpur Women’s Degree College, Nabarangpur (Odisha)

India has a Parliamentary Democracy. In general elections held at periodical intervals, if a single party does not secure an absolute majority in the lower house of 
Parliament, then it results in a coalition government. Coalition comes from the Latin word coalitiõ, which means “to grow together”. In India there was the one-party 
dominance of the Indian National Congress in the Indian politics for a long time and it was also characterised as a ‘Congress-System’. Later because of fractured verdicts 
in various elections to the Lok Sabha or due to pre-poll alliances coalition governments were formed. It also led to the formation of structured political alliances in terms 
of National Front (MF), United Front (UF), National Democratic Alliance (NDA), United Progressive Alliance (UPA) and Indian National Developmental Inclusive 
Alliance (I.N.D.I.A). The various coalition governments were formed either as a result of pre-poll alliance or post-poll arrangements. Coalition politics has become a 
part of the political culture in India under the parliamentary-federal framework. The people have also been familiar with the coalition experiments in Indian Democracy. 
However, for successful working of the coalition governments a political culture has to be developed. This would include pre-poll alliance, mutual trust among the 
partners in a coalition, a non-controversial leader, all political parties in the coalition should participate in the government, the large party in the alliance should lead the 
government, the parties in the coalition must appreciate the political compulsions of one another and must follow the collective responsibility of the Council of Ministers, 
which is the hallmark of the Parliamentary System.

VIKSHIT BHARAT: Issues & Challenges Ahead 
Dr. Padma Lochan Barma, Associate Professor, K.V. College, Kantabanji, Balangir (Odisha)

To make India on par with the developed nations of the world, India has prepared a roadmap to achieve the same by 2047 – the 100th Independence Day. For this India 
has concentrated on four focus areas – 1. Garib (Poor), 2. Mahilayen (Women),3. Yuva (Youth) & Annadata (Farmers) presented in the interim budget. In its full budget 
2024-25 India has envisaged sustained efforts on nine priority areas such as productivity & resilience in agriculture, employment and skilling, inclusive human resource 
development & social justice, manufacturing & services, urban development, energy security, infrastructure, innovation, research & development and next generation 
reform in the economic sectors. It gives rise to host of questions. Are these achievable? Are the four focus areas covering the all major areas to make India a developed 
one? Are the nine priority areas as per the need of the prevailing global environment? Are those affordable? Are there any issues and challenges related with those? If 
yes, what are those and how to solve? The paper will try to find out issues and challenges associated with four focus areas and nine priority areas and to find out possible 
solution.

A Study of Federalism in the Indian Constitution: With Special Reference to the Changing Nature of Centre-State Relations
Ankita, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Chaudhary Charan Singh University, Meerut (Uttar Pradesh)

The Indian Constitution is the supreme law of the Republic of India. The Constitution of a state is a fundamental set of basic principles or established traditions based 
on which the governance is conducted by the state. If we study the structure of the Indian Constitution, it is known that it is based on a federal structure. The Indian 
Constitution was implemented on 26 January 1950, as a result of which the federal system of governance came into existence. Based on this the division of powers was 
done mainly between the Center and the States. During the 75 years of the Constitution, various changes were reflected in the Center-state relations in the system of 
governance, and at the same time multiple challenges had to be faced. This research paper mainly analyzes the development journey of Indian federalism, which includes 
studying the structure of center-state relations, their changing form, and the trends of centralization and decentralization. In the initial years, excessive centralization 
was reflected in Indian federalism, which especially underlined the national emergency and regional turmoil, however, as a result of the increasing demands of the state 
governments and regional politics, the trend of decentralization emerged. In this series, providing more power to local bodies through the 73rd and 74th Constitutional 
Amendments is an important example of the development of federalism. This research mainly presents a critical study of the impact of policy-making, financial policy 
imbalance, the role of regional parties, distribution of resources, and administrative powers between the Centre-State relations. The main objective of this study is to 
understand how the Indian federal system has developed during the last 75 years and how this federal structure is changing based on the changing nature of time. This 
research will prove helpful in understanding the complexity of Centre-State relations and clarifying its impact and will provide important insight into the direction of 
the federal structure in the future.

Bharat Meritocracy @ 2047: A Clarion Call to Achieve 
Mr. Fakeeragouda S. Patil, Research Scholar, Department of Criminology and Criminal Justice, Rani Channamma University, Belagavi (Karnataka)

Dr. Maheshwari S. Kachapur, Research Guide, Department of Criminology and Criminal Justice, Rani Channamma University, Belagavi (Karnataka)

This doctrinal study imagines to actualise the Meritocracy, the advanced state of democracy, which is inherent in our countrymen, touching upon the historical aspects 
of rule by people and republican governance, political communication then and now. As in past, and even after post-constitutional eight decades, WE THE PEOPLE 
have been in indirect-democracy, a representative democracy, which is showing its own demerits, observed and analysed as earlier political will taking over the people 
mandate, even to the imposition of unwarranted emergency, then witnessing political will being taken over by criminal will, ethics eroded, corruption exploded, 
unwilling to impose code of conduct. Bharat basically is a spiritual land and every Bharatiya aspires for individual as well as outer-public excellence. This paper is to 
re-conceptualisation of meritocracy within the nation, and to find out what possibilities? Approach methods? Political activism, movement needed to change the mind-
set of vox-populi towards meritocracy, in native Bharatiya narrative. Movement is needed first to decolonise the vox-populi mind-set, to Bharatiya-manas narrative. It 
is high time, once again WE THE PEOPLE of Bharat, make the self-determination as real Vikasit Bharat is our nation undertaking course change to evolving its own 
meritocracy. 

 From Draft to Legacy: A Journey of Adaptation and Achievement of Indian Democracy
Jeyamalathi. S, MA Political Science, Department of Political Science, School of Social Sciences, Madurai Kamaraj University, Madurai (Tamil Nadu) 

 The Indian Constitution, adopted on January 26, 1950, represents a landmark achievement in the country’s legal and political history. This research explores the evolution 
and achievements of the Indian Constitution, tracing its origins from the colonial period to its current status as the world’s longest written constitution. The study begins 
by examining the historical context that led to the drafting of the Constitution, including the influence of colonial laws, the Indian independence movement, and the 
various constitutional debates in the Constituent Assembly. The Constitution’s evolution is marked by its adaptation to India’s diverse social, economic, and political 
landscape. The research highlights key amendments and judicial interpretations that have shaped its development over time. Major milestones such as the establishment 
of fundamental rights, the adoption of the Directive Principles of State Policy, and the introduction of the Panchayati Raj system underscore the Constitution’s role in 
promoting democracy, social justice, and economic development. Furthermore, the study examines the Constitution’s achievements in fostering unity in a diverse nation, 
protecting individual rights, and ensuring a balance of power between the central and state governments. The resilience of the Constitution in facing challenges such as 
emergency rule, political instability, and demands for regional autonomy is also explored. Through a comprehensive analysis, this research demonstrates how the Indian 
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Constitution has evolved to meet the changing needs of the nation while maintaining its core principles of justice, liberty, equality, and fraternity. This study Explores on 
the ongoing relevance of the Constitution in contemporary India and its role as a living document that continues to guide the nation’s democratic journey.

 Challenges Before the Indian Parliament System: A Critical Analysis 
Dr. Prakash Pawar, Professor & Head, Department of Political Science, Fergusson College, Pune (Maharashtra) 

The Indian Parliament, a cornerstone of India’s democratic governance, faces numerous challenges that threaten its efficacy and legitimacy. This article critically examines 
the pressing issues confronting the Indian Parliament, impacting its functioning and reputation. The erosion of parliamentary supremacy, proliferation of corruption and 
money power, and increasing politicization of issues hinder the Parliament’s functioning. The rise of authoritarianism and decline of democratic norms compromise the 
Parliament’s ability to hold the government accountable. Inadequate representation and inclusivity, with marginalized communities facing exclusion, further weaken the 
Parliament. The digital revolution poses new challenges, with misinformation and disinformation threatening the integrity of the parliamentary process. To address these 
challenges, reforms are essential to strengthen the parliamentary system, enhancing transparency and accountability, promoting inclusive representation, and fostering 
constructive dialogue. The Indian Parliament’s resilience and adaptability will determine its ability to navigate these challenges and emerge stronger.

 Youth’s Reflections on Their Vision about Viksit Bharat: A Qualitative Study
Dr. Neelam Choudhary, Assistant Professor of Economics, University of Jammu, Jammu (J&K) 

Sofia Aslam, PhD Scholar, Department of Economics, University of Jammu, Jammu (J&K) 

The year 2047 holds great significance in the history of political economy of India, as it will mark completion of 100 years of her independence. Viksit Bharat @2047 
was launched by the Prime Minister of India, Shri Narendra Modi via video conferencing on December 11, 2023. While acknowledging the ongoing ‘Amrit Kaal’, the 
crucial period in the history of India, he cited the cases of many nations that transformed into developed nations during a particular time period. He also recognised the 
significant role of youth during this period, who are both agents as well as beneficiaries of change. The vision of youth holds utmost importance in the development 
of a nation. About 90% of the youth live in developing countries. A youth-based economy is thus a dire necessity, as it can ensure proper engagement of the youth, the 
decision makers of tomorrow in today’s development decisions. India is the youngest country having 27.1% of youth as per the Youth in India Report 2022. The youth 
policy of India (2014) emphasizes, among other things, the roles and responsibilities of youth to be active agents of change. Youth were deeply engaged in the various 
movements related to India’s independence from the British. Unless they are sensitised about their primary role in the growth story of India, they will not be able to 
explore and contribute. Keeping this in view, the current study aims to delve into the vision of youth about. Ten respondents, PG students of University of Jammu were 
given a semi-structured interview questionnaire comprising questions on different aspects of ‘Viksit Bharat’. The textual data was analysed using different tools like 
word cloud, tree map, word tree, coding and emergence of final themes in NVivo. Results reveal the extraction of initial codes like ‘Quality of life’, ‘knowledge-based 
economy’, ‘inclusive development’, ‘employment opportunities’, ‘peace’, ‘inclusive development’, ‘employment opportunities’, ‘private sector’, ‘education to needy 
people’, ‘successful businessman’, ‘financially independent’, ‘serve the nation’, ‘industrial development’, ‘prosperity and progress’, ‘developed nation’, poverty etc. The 
final themes emerged as: ‘Youth’s Understanding of Viksit Bharat’, ‘Youth’s Vision for next twenty-five years’, ‘Youth’s goal for next twenty-five years’ and, ‘Youth’s 
Vision about India @2047’. Many respondents have expressed their enthusiasm about this golden period and are optimistic about different opportunities available which 
can be explored by the youth. The findings have many socio-economic implications, as the youth are educated but not absorbed in the workforce yet. Moreover, they 
belong to the Gen- Z (those born between 1997 and 2012). They have strong arguments for what they endorse. When they enter the workforce, they will carry forward 
this shared vision. Though the researchers had not aimed to survey this particular age cohort, yet we could find an insightful vision shared by the people of this generation.

 The Journey of Indian Democracy: Growth, Development and Challenges
 Dr. R. Anitha, Guest Lecturer, Department of Public Administration, Government Arts College (Autonomous), Coimbatore (Tamil Nadu)

This paper examines the evolution of democracy, from its ancient roots to contemporary issues. It highlights the Enlightenment era’s foundational ideas, the rise of 
modern democracies through revolutions, and the development of democratic institutions. The paper addresses challenges faced by democracies today, including political 
corruption, social inequality, and the impact of digital technology. It concludes by emphasizing the need for institutional reforms, civic engagement, and strategies to 
address existing and emerging challenges. Additionally, the paper explores the journey of Indian democracy, from its growth and development to contemporary issues. 
It discusses the impact of economic liberalization, the rise of new political forces, and ongoing efforts to reform electoral and judicial processes. The paper highlights 
persistent challenges, including political corruption, economic inequality, and social fragmentation, and aims to provide a comprehensive analysis of Indian democracy, 
exploring strategies to strengthen its foundations. Overall, the paper provides a detailed overview of democracy’s growth, development, and current issues, aiming 
to contribute to a deeper understanding of democratic resilience and the ongoing efforts required to sustain and strengthen democratic governance in the 21st century.

 Democracy in the 21st Century: Issues and Challenges 
Dr. Bhageerathi Naik, Associate Professor, Dept. of Political Science, SKVMS Govt. First Grade College, Kundapura, Koteshwara (Karnataka) 

Democracy has been celebrated as one of the best forms of government globally. However, still in many countries this best form of government is not followed; and the 
struggle of the people is going on, in support of it. In case of our country (India), which is called as the largest democracy in the world, the story of nearby 70 years of our 
independence is a mixed bag. Of course, when we got independence there are many political pundits who predicted that we’ll break up and cannot stay united (the reason 
being our diversity, in terms of languages, religion, castes etc). However, we prove them wrong and stand as a one of the good examples for many countries, which are 
having more or less same characteristics like us. Here, it’s very necessary to say that, still our democracy has to go long way. As rightly said by historian Ramachandra 
Guha, as a “nation-state, India is 80 per cent successful but as a democracy, perhaps only 50 per cent.” us, this paper was divided into two sections, the first one deal 
briefly with the global experience of democracy, while the last part deals with Indian democracy. We are proud to be the largest democracy in the world. For more than 
sixty-five years we have witnessed the conduct of successful elections, peaceful changes of government at the Centre and in the States, people exercising freedom of 
expression, movement and religion. India has also been developing and transforming economically and socially. At the same time, we, quite often, listen complains about 
prevalent inequalities, injustice or non-fulfillment of expectations of certain sections of the society. These people do not feel themselves participative in the democratic 
process. You may ask why it is so. You have already read in earlier unit that democracy means ‘government of the people, for the people, and by the people’. It means 
democracy is not limited to just a process of election, but also fulfilling social and economic aspirations of the people. In India we keep on debating these various aspects 
of democracy and its achievements and challenges.

 Revisiting Indian Democracy: The Roots, Branches and Beyond 
Dr. Dhirendra Tripathi, Assistant Professor, Dept. of Political Science, Ranchi University, Ranchi (Jharkhand)

As India Completes 76th year of independence, the journey of its thriving democracy is a matter of significance. The paper is an attempt to trace Indian democratic 
journey until contemporary times. Having borne out its colonial struggle, the nation has successfully prospered in its democratic traditions. The Indian Political 
Culture is a well stabilized participatory democracy with a diversity of ethnic and religious groups. The mechanisms that we have in place include an Independent 
Election Commission, Elections based on Universal Adult Franchise, Judiciary as the Guardian of the Constitution, and many more. The Indian democratic structure 
has consolidated itself as the world’s largest democracy. The mosaic reflects the will of the people who choose the Government in a free and fair manner in successive 
elections. The article seeks to make an assessment on the working of Indian State and associated institutions, on both Quantitative as well as Qualitative Parameters. 
Further, It will also cover the chapters of blemishes in Indian democracy such as Emergency, Erosion of values and institutions that have occurred from time to time 
to target dissent, later in the article. The aim of the article is to provide a holistic picture of the changing nature of Indian Democracy and its influence on the citizenry.

An Introspection of New Rising Trends and Culture in Indian Democretic System
Dr. Abhay Vikram Singh, Assistant Professor, Department of Gandhian and Peace Studies, Mahatma Gandhi Central University, Motihari (Bihar)
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India is a nation that encloses diverse culture, customs, rituals and various ethnic groups in it. The nation that has been an epitome of love, non-violence and brotherhood, 
after seventy years of independence, we the people of India do not make a serious effort to create a socialist, secularist, democratic nation and just society. Somewhere, 
the important aspect to this backdrop is the emergence and work culture of political parties in India. Political parties mobilize people not merely for electoral politics 
and winning of seats in Legislature, but for building awareness and enthusing people for nation building. It is not exaggeration to say that out of all the functions, an 
important function is to generate peace, harmony, equanimity and cooperation among the different community members of society. But unfortunately, in recent times, 
the pivotal objective of the political party is to gain power through any means. It clearly indicates their shrewd intent or appetite for power. It is very depressing that with 
the passage of time the situation is getting more and more deteriorated. Due to this destructive problem which prevails in our society, it is the crucial need of the hour to 
work for confluence of evolving nationalism.

Dynamics of Indian Politics: Evolution, Challenges, And Contemporary Trends
Dr. Adulapuram Thirupathi, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Kakatiya University, Warangal (Telangana)

This paper examines the dynamic nature of Indian politics since independence, focusing on its evolution, challenges, and contemporary trends. It explores the emergence 
of India’s multi-party-political system, the rise of coalition governments post-1989, the influence of regional parties, opportunistic political alliances, and challenges like 
communalism, criminalization, and caste politics. The study highlights the impact of money power, personality politics, and populist strategies, alongside issues such as 
vendetta politics, hung parliaments, and challenges to parliamentary functioning. The paper concludes with recommendations for strengthening democratic norms and 
governance in India.

Democratic Relations of Indian Federalism – A Constitutional Provisions
Dr. G. Krishnaiah, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Department of Political Science, Kakatiya University, Warangal (Telangana)

Dr. Thallapelli Sanjeev, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Kakatiya University, Warangal (Telangana) 

Democracy System in Indian Federalism is an important factor in Indian Policies as enumerated in the above mentioned point, cannot be exercised in an arbitrary, 
capricious or unreasonable manner. The power of removing Governors should only be exercised in rare and exceptional circumstances and for valid and compelling 
reasons. The mere reason that a Governor is at variance with the policies and ideologies of the Central Government, or that the Central Government has lost confidence 
in him or her, is not sufficient to remove a Governor. Thus, a change in the Central Government cannot be a ground for the removal of Governors, or to appoint more 
favorable persons to this post. A decision to remove a Governor can be challenged in a court of law. In such cases, first the petitioner will have to make a prima facie 
case of arbitrariness or bad faith on the part of the Central Government. If a prima facie case is established, the court can require the Central Government to produce 
the materials on the basis of which the decision was made, in order to verify the presence of any compelling reasons. “This research paper is to be discussed about 
“Democratic Relations of Indian Federalism – A Constitutional provisions”.

The Journey of Indian Democracy : Remarkable Tale of Growth
Dr. Preeshika Raj, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Patna University, Patna (Bihar)

The journey of Indian democracy is a remarkable narrative of resilience, diversity, and transformation. India, the world’s largest democracy, gained independence from 
British colonial rule in 1947, and subsequently adopted a democratic constitution in 1950, which enshrined the principles of justice, liberty, equality, and fraternity. 
The democratic framework has facilitated the peaceful transition of power through regular elections, enabling citizens to choose their representatives at local, state, 
and national levels. Over the decades, India’s democracy has matured amidst a tapestry of cultural, linguistic, and religious diversity. Despite facing challenges such as 
political instability, corruption, and socio-economic disparities, the democratic institutions have adapted and evolved. Landmark movements, such as the Emergency 
period (1975-1977) and the economic liberalization of the 1990s, have tested and strengthened the democratic fabric. Grassroots movements and civil society have 
played crucial roles in advocating for rights and justice, leading to progressive reforms and increased political participation. The advent of digital technology and social 
media has further empowered citizens, enhancing transparency and accountability. India’s democracy remains a work in progress, continuously striving to uphold its 
constitutional values while addressing contemporary challenges. Its journey underscores the enduring spirit of democratic governance and the collective aspiration for 
a just and equitable society.

Journey of India’s Democracy: Growth and Development (with Special Reference to Maharashtra Zilla Parishad Election Voting Practices 1997 
-2017)

Dr. Rahul Bavge, Professor and HOD, Department of Political Science, Vasantrao Naik Government Institute of Arts and Social Sciences, Nagpur (Maharashtra)

75 years have passed since Indian independence. During this period, many social, economic and political changes took place in India. With few exceptions, Indian 
democracy has continued its journey. The 73rd constitutional amendment was made in the year 1992 to make local level democracy more efficient, effective and regular. 
Zilla Parishad elections of Maharashtra have become important, motivating and guiding in the development of Indian democracy. But after regular elections for some 
time, it has been interrupted once again in the last three years. Continuity and development are key aspects of these elections, which this research essay highlights. This 
has revealed the history of the journey of democracy at the local level of Zilla Parishad. This research has made it clear that regular elections are necessary for the socio-
political development and expansion of democracy. It has been pointed out in this paper how more and more citizens need to register as voters and actively participate 
in voting for free, fair, transparent, fair and regular elections.

Journey of Indian Democracy: Growth and Development
Dr. Sanjeev. C. Shirpurkar, Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, S.K. Porwal Arts & Science & Commerce College, Nagpur (Maharashtra)

The journey of democratic institutions, systems and processes in independent India tells the story of many successes and partial failures. In every situation like absolute 
majority, fragmented mandate, violation of parliamentary decorum, change in loyalty towards a party or the issue of criminalization of politics-Indian democracy stood 
strong. The three tier panchayati raj system established “India as the world’s largest democracy in terms of elected people’s representatives”. Similarly, independent, fair, 
transparent and timely elections paved the way for smooth transfer of power and provide maturity to our democracy. Improving life expectancy of citizens, transparent 
implementation of public welfare schems, promoting administrative excellence, structural transformations, continuous efforts to be counted among the leading countries 
in the global economy, qualitative increase in productivity, promoting innovation and sustainability,skillfull education ,proper management of human resources and 
continuous efforts towards self-reliance can certainly give shape to the dream of “Developed India”. We can strengthen our democracy even more by improving the 
indices released by various institutions at the global level. In these 75 years of independence, Indian democracy has remained healthy, strong and glorious among the 
global community, which is certainly acting as an inspiration for the developing and third world countries.

The Evolution of Indian Democracy: Growth And Development Over The Decades
Dr. Sunil Madhukar Neve, Assistant Professor, Arts and Science College, Jalgaon (Maharashtra)

This study explores the evolution of Indian democracy, examining its growth and development from independence to the present day. Employing a historical-comparative 
research design, the study analyses key phases of democratic evolution, including the establishment of democratic institutions, significant political and economic reforms, 
and recent advancements in electoral technology. Data collection involved archival research, secondary data analysis, and expert interviews, providing a comprehensive 
view of the impacts and changes in democratic practices. Key findings highlight increased political participation, the influence of economic liberalization, and the 
enhancement of electoral processes through technological innovations such as electronic voting machines and online voter registration. Despite these advancements, 
challenges such as socio-economic disparities and the need for greater inclusivity persist. The study underscores the importance of continuous reform and adaptability 
in strengthening India’s democratic framework, offering valuable insights into the progress and ongoing challenges of Indian democracy.
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Democracy in India: Fulfilling the Aspirations of People
Dr. Upendra Mishra, Former Professor, Department of Political Science, B.R.A.B.U., Muzaffarpur (Bihar)

Having come through 18th General Elections and experienced a good degree of political stability for more than seven decades, democracy in India has not only survived 
and sustained but has also been deeply rooted into the psyche of its multi-ethnic, multi-religious, multi-linguistic and multi-cultural people and has proved wrong the 
prophecy of Doomsday of the Western political analysts. It could be made more expansive and inclusive by taking steps for eliminating inequalities in social, economic, 
educational and health-related areas. Casteism, communalism, corruption and criminalization, whom some say as 4 Cs, are major challenges before the democratic 
polity in India. The strengthening and growing process of democracy is likely to be stronger if the democratic governance is communicative, sensitive and responsive to 
the aspirations of the common people. There is no shrinking of democratic space in India as claimed by some people in India and abroad. Democratic governance must 
provide space to dissent and protests of people and civil society. Dissent, being the safety-valve of democracy, if not allowed, democracy would burst under pressure. 
Protests, however, must be within the limitations as provided by our constitution. We should keep our faith in democracy as the best system of governance. We shall be 
able to overcome whatever obstacles come in making our democracy robust.

Democracy and its Crisis in 78th years of Independence
Dr. Vadlakonda Satyanarayana, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Kakatiya University, Warangal (Telangana) 

Dr. Maredugonda Brahmaiah, Assistant Professor, Department of History, Kakatiya University, Warangal (Telangana) 

The evolution and current state of democracy as it reaches the milestone of 78th years in Indian society. Democracy, as apolitical system, has undergone significant 
transformations since its widespread adoption in the aftermath of World War II. Initially hailed as a beacon of freedom and equality, its journey has been marked by 
triumphs and challenges. Since the origins of modern democracy, emphasizing its principles of popular sovereignty, political participation, and protection of individual 
rights. These ideals have manifested in various forma across different nations, highlighting success stories as well as instances of democratic backsliding. In Indian 
society, contemporary challenges to democracy, including rising populism, erosion of democratic institutions worldwide. The role of international organisations and civil 
society are in promoting democratic process also pivotal to understand the democratic process in India. The future of democracy as it navigates through geopolitical shifts, 
socio-economic disparities, and environmental crises. By outlining potential pathways for strengthening democratic governance in the decades ahead, emphasizing the 
importance of inclusive decision-making an adaptive governance structures. In this context, this paper is aimed to study the complexities and achievements of democracy 
at 78 years are explored, providing a critical analysis of its past, present and future trajectories in Indian society.

Changing Status of Democracy And Limited Political Access In India
Kallepally Prashanth, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Kakatiya University, Warangal (Telangana)

Indian democracy shows a steady decline across various globally cited indicators of democracy, even while the practice of democracy remains strong and consistent. The 
Freedom House Index has changed India’s status from “free” to “partly free” in 2021. Peculiarly, India has performed well on indicators of political representation and 
indicators of free and fair elections at the same time. A democracy is widely accepted to be a system that efficiently manifests public opinion of the electorate while also 
maintaining a checks and balance on power through free elections. However, India continues to show an increasing incidence of rent-seeking and criminal politics, even 
while the exercise of democracy remains intact. The changes in the status of Indian democracy reflect changes in the Lok Sabha, suggesting a situation of elite capture 
and adverse selection in representative democracy in India.

Democracy and Emerging Trends: Global Perspective
Prof. Dr. Md. Mushfique Alam, Department of Political Science, T.N.B., College, Bhagalpur (Bihar)

On January 6, 2021 the supporters of former US president Donald Trump attacked Capitol Hill. Trump himself called the presidential election 2020 as ‘Stolen Election’. 
It was tantamount to robbing the entire system and process off legitimacy. Vice presidential running mate of Trump (2024) and Ohio senator JD Vance said, “women who 
have not given birth like Kamla Harris are childless Cat Ladies who are miserable at their own lives,” and have no direct stake in America. Democracy acknowledges 
the worth and dignity of an individual independent of all other attributes. Vance’s stand is a categorical negation of the worth and denial of the dignity of Kamla Harris. 
These kind of recession of democratic values are growing propensity across the globe. In the year 2023, the PEW research centre conducted a poll in twenty four 
countries and found “the support for representative democracy sliding with 59 percent respondents dissatisfied with how “their democracy is functioning”. Findings 
of other democracy watch think tanks such as Freedom House, V-DAM endorse the similar view points. These developments have been conceptualised in Democracy 
Theories as ‘Democratic Deconsolidation’. The proponents Foa & Mounk argued, “in consolidated democracies of Europe and USA, people have become more cynical 
about the values of democracy as a political system and are more willing to support for authoritarian alternatives”. This paper attempts to explore theoretical construct 
of the concept. It also analyses the factors leading to such turn around and the unwavering prospects.
Barriers to Education Among tea Tribes of Dooars, Jalpaiguri (Mal Subdivision) West Bengal: A Critical Analysis of the Challenges in Realizing the 

Right to Education in Viksit Bharat @ 2047
Prof.(Dr.) Soma Bhowmick, Vice Chancellor, William Carey University, Shillong (Meghalaya) Vice President, Indian Political Science Association

Dr. Belensha Nongrum, Associate Professor, Department of Education, William Carey University, Shillong (Meghalaya)

Utsa Kar, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, William Carey University, Shillong (Meghalaya)

Education Is The Manifestation Of The Perfection Already In Man”...........Swami Vivekananda. Tribes are seen to benefit greatly from education as a means of dispelling 
ignorance and raising knowledge of their rights. Only education, which is available to all societal groups, has made this feasible. The focus of the study is the tea tribe 
that live and work in Jalpaiguri (Mal Subdivision), Dooars. The study examines the challenges the tea tribes of Dooars, Jalpaiguri (mal subdivision), encounters to have 
access to education and how these barriers would affect the objectives of Viksit Bharat in 2047. The paper is based on primary and secondary data . It is divided into four 
parts. The first part is Introduction which deals with basic information about Tea Tribes of Dooars,(Mal Subdivision ) Jalpaiguri , West Bengal. The second part describes 
the barriers and challenges to Educational Equity in Vikshit Bharat@2047 The third part reflects on a discourse on National Education Policy 2020 and education among 
Tea Tribes of Dooars, (Mal Subdivision )Jalpaiguri, West Bengal The fourth part is the conclusion and outlines a probable locale specific way forward.

Decoding Challenges in the Journey of India Federalism
Radhika Goyal, Research Scholar, Department of Sociology and Political Science, Dayalbagh Educational Institute, Dayalbagh, Agra (U.P.)

The journey of federalism in India is full of struggle, success and confrontations. India has adopted the federal structure enshrined in its Constitution in the year 1950. 
Indian federalism has voyage across the social, political and economic transformations since independence. This paper delves into the nature of federalism in India along 
with the factors that shape the federal structure of India. The journey of federalism has navigated through multiple challenges initiated from its complex and asymmetric 
nature to inter-state disputes. Some of the key confrontations include the demand of seeking more powers by the states, office of Governor, Article 356, regional 
disparities, and the role of the Centre government in fiscal and administrative matters. Consequently, the Indian states demand review in the Centre-state relations. This 
paper examines the initiatives taken by the Centre and the state governments in light of review in the relations of the Centre and the states. This paper analyses the 
prominent challenges emerged in the journey of federalism in India.

Innovative Diplomacy underscored the journey of Viksit Bharat @2047: Prospects and Challenges
Rahul K. Sharma, Research Scholar in the Department of Political Studies at Central University of South Bihar, Gaya (Bihar)

As innovation has accelerated with its awe-inspiring impact in the realm of diplomacy, it is now said that science and technology are now becoming the palpable vein 
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of the foreign policy in international politics. Like other forms of diplomacy, ‘Innovative Diplomacy’ is now the component of national and supra-national strategies 
inked by diplomats as a tool to enhance the innovative capabilities of a nation which includes Science, innovation and development; innovative ecosystem; high and 
sophisticated technology manufacture and trade; and many to count. Thus, the uses of innovative diplomacy are of many folds and diplomats and personnels are coming 
up with their new strategies and plan in order to accomplish the pragmatic goals and aspirations. The present avenue shall explore the concept of Innovative Diplomacy, 
focuses on the use of new and emerging technologies in the field of the defence and security and how the country like India utilizing it as an invincible tool of foreign 
policy in order to realize the vision of Viksit Bharat (Developed India). Paper examines the opportunities and challenges on the pathway and offer policy insights from 
Indian perspective. 

An Analysis of the Journey of Indian Democracy: Growth and Challenges
Sakshi Dixit, Research Scholar, Department of Sociology and Political Science, Dayalbagh Educational Institute, Agra (U.P.)

Dr. Rachna Yadav, Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology and Political Science, Dayalbagh Educational Institute, Agra (U.P.)

This paper aims to explore the journey of Indian democracy focusing on its growth and development over the decades. The significance of democracy in the Indian 
context can not be overstated. As a nation characterized by its vast diversity like ethnic, linguistic, religious, and cultural diversity in India’s democratic system 
provides a unifying framework for its people. It ensures representation and participation, thereby fostering a sense of belonging and inclusiveness among its citizens. 
The democratic principles enshrined in the Indian Constitution, such as liberty, equality, and fraternity, reflect the aspirations of a nation striving for social justice and 
economic development. Further, it addresses the challenges faced by Indian democracy, such as corruption, social inequality, emergency and regional disparities, while 
also highlighting recent developments and future prospects. The objective of this paper is to provide a comprehensive overview of the trajectory of Indian democracy, 
emphasizing both its achievements and the hurdles it continues to face. By doing so, this paper seeks to contribute to the ongoing discourse on the efficacy and 
sustainability of democratic governance in diverse and complex societies like India. The research methodology used in this research paper is descriptive, analytical and 
exploratory. The data is collected from secondary as well as primary sources, such as books, government documents, journals, research papers and articles, authentic 
internet websites.

Indian Democracy in the Age of Artificial Intelligence
Shivani Pandey, Research Scholar at Malaviya Centre for Peace Research, Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi (U.P,)

In light of recent developments in artificial intelligence, which is increasingly changing social, economic and political dynamics, this article discusses the effectiveness 
and challenges to the Indian democracy in the age of AI. Undoubtedly, the effectiveness of democracy has increased with the help of AI technologies including NLP 
(Natural Language Processing), LLM (Large Language Model), chat bots, etc and Indian government is also making positive efforts in ensuring its effectiveness. Recently, 
the MeitY (Ministry of electronics and information technology) has started several initiatives, including INDIAai (joint venture by MeitY, NeGD and NASSCOM) and 
project AIRAWAT (AI Research, Analytics and Knowledge Dissemination Platform) to promote AI usage. The NITI aayog has released the document as ‘Responsible 
AI for All’ and Defence ministry has also launched 75 newly-developed Artificial Intelligence (AI) technologies as part of ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’ celebrations. 
However, the question arises whether the enthusiastic move towards the use of AI technology also run the risk of mishandling and harming the basic democratic values in 
India. Based on the case study of recent elections in India, this article delves into the issues of deepfakes, nudging and the risk of homogenisation of ideas. In the context 
of these challenges, the article closes with exploring the policies and ethical considerations in using AI technologies in India. 

Navigating the Waters: Integrating Resource Management and Diplomacy for Viksit Bharat @ 2047
Sugita. M, Student, Department of Political Science, Kumaraguru College of Liberal Arts and Science, Coimbatore (Tamil Nadu)

As India progresses towards the vision of “Viksit Bharat @ 2047,” water resource management and diplomacy emerge as critical pillars in ensuring sustainable 
development and regional stability. With the increasing pressures of climate change, population growth, and economic expansion, India faces unprecedented challenges 
in managing its water resources. These challenges are further compounded by transboundary water disputes with neighboring countries, necessitating a robust diplomatic 
strategy that prioritizes cooperation and conflict resolution. This paper examines the role of water diplomacy in India’s pursuit of becoming a developed nation by 
2047. It explores how effective management of water resources can enhance food security, energy production, and economic growth while mitigating environmental 
degradation. Additionally, the paper delves into the geopolitical implications of water-sharing agreements in South Asia, highlighting the need for innovative diplomatic 
approaches that balance national interests with regional collaboration. By aligning water resource management with diplomatic initiatives, India can not only secure its 
own future but also contribute to regional peace and stability, thereby reinforcing its leadership role on the global stage. This research underscores the importance of 
integrating water diplomacy into India’s broader foreign policy framework as the nation advances towards its 2047 goals.

Journey of Indian Democracy Growth and Development
Dr. Dinkar Santukrao Kalambe, Professor & Head of Department Political Science, Moreshwar Arts, Science & Commerce College Bhokardan, Jalna (Maharashtra) 

India is the largest Democratic Country in the world. Today in India there are 28 states and 8 union territories and it all because possible only due to the acceptance of a 
federal system. Any country known by its Ideology at the time of following any ideology that particular Country its own diversity Geography and international situation 
takes an account. Historical basis are also there in deciding any particular ideology for the Country /Nations like National movement. Impressive political leadership, 
social, economic, political and educational condition of the people who are living in the country. That’s why it is an important to know the journey of Indian Democracy 
while keeping in mind, beginning of Indian Democracy to an Independence and after from Independence to till today’s Indian democracy .We can say some important 
point that’s why an attempt has been made to know the progress development of journey of Indian democracy in this chapter or articles.

Empowering Marginalized Communities Through Grassroots Democracy: Pathways to Inclusive Rural Development.
Mohammad Adil, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, AMU, Aligarh (U.P)

Prof. Iqbalur Rehman, Department of Political Science, AMU, Aligarh (U.P)

This paper explores how grassroots democracy can empower marginalized communities, fostering inclusive rural development. Utilizing a comprehensive review of 
secondary data from academic literature, case studies, policy analyses, and statistical reports, the study examines the relationship between democratic participation at the 
grassroots level and socio-economic advancement in rural areas. By focusing on examples from developing regions and global rural development initiatives, this paper 
highlights how community-led democratic processes increase local agency, address socio-economic disparities, and promote sustainable development outcomes. The 
findings suggest that grassroots democracy offers a viable path for empowering historically marginalized communities, contributing to poverty alleviation, enhancing 
social equity, and ensuring inclusive development. This research provides a synthesis of existing knowledge and offers policy recommendations that emphasize the 
importance of community involvement in decision-making to achieve sustainable rural transformation.

The Journey of the Indian Constitution– A study
Sathish Kannan, Guest Lecturer, Department of Political Science, Presidency College, Chennai (Tamil Nadu) 

An essential implication of the welfare state is the concept of national development, it is manifested by constitutions. The Constitution of India, designed as a 
blueprint for a welfare state. The Preamble of the Constitution of India states that the State shall promote social welfare and strive to create an egalitarian society. 
Several clauses of the Constitution of India effectively adopt the National Development Plan, It show national development along with principles of social justice and 
equality. The Constitution of India has undergone many changes over time to keep pace with social changes, promote development and strengthen the governmental 
structure. Subsequent constitutional amendments have played an important role in shaping national development both socio-economically and politically. It reflects 
the contemporary ideal. This study examines “The Journey of the Indian Constitution” in following sub topic like Evolution, Establishment, Expansion, Enshrined, 
Expresses, Effect, Expectation, Exaltation and End with particular focus on their contributions to social, economic and political development.
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Indian Democracy and Development: Viksit Bharat @ 47
Dr. Vijay Shankar Vikram, Assistant Professor and Head, Department of Political Science, P. C. Vigyan Mahavidyalaya, Chapra(Bihar)

The present paper analyses the 78th year of Indian democracy in the perspective of development. Viksit Bharat is the Indian’s 78th Independence Day theme to transform 
India into a developed country. It reflects on India’s progress and development. Viksit Bharat Abhiyan 2047 aims to transform India into a global powerhouse while 
preserving cultural heritage and promoting social harmony through collaborative efforts by the government, private sector and civil society organizations. It aims to 
reshape India into a technologically advanced, economically strong and socially inclusive nation. India’s post-independence development has been a story of remarkable 
progress and transformation. After gaining independence, India faced numerous challenges, including poverty, illiteracy and a fragile economy. However, the nation 
embarked on a journey of development that has witnessed significant milestones. The nation adopted economic reforms in the 1990s, opening up its markets and 
attracting foreign investments. This led to robust economic expansion, making India one of the world’s fastest growing economies. Basically, analytical research 
methodology has been adopted for this paper. It is based on secondary sources. India’s technological advancements have also been a notable achievement. Improvements 
in healthcare and education have played a pivotal role in India’s development. Additionally, India has made strides in infrastructure development, urbanization and social 
inclusion. The nation has many launched ambitious projects like ‘Make in India’, ‘Digital India’, ‘Aatmnirbhar Bharat’ etc., aiming to boost manufacturing, innovation 
and connectivity. Obviously, India’s journey of development after Independence reflects its resilience, diversity and commitment to progress. While challenges persist, 
the nation has made significant strides in various sectors, positioning itself as a global economic and technological powerhouse with a focus on inclusive growth and 
development. This paper also provides a comprehensive guide for policy makers, outlining the path to a prosperous and developed India.

PANEL - 2
INDIAN CONSTITUTION @ 75 Indian Constituion @75

Amandeep Singh, Student of Law, University of Allahabad, Prayagraj (Uttar Pradesh)

India’s constitution, a monumental document crafted with meticulous care and foresight, celebrated its 75th anniversary in 2023. This abstract delves into the core essence 
of this constitutional journey, highlighting its role as a bedrock of India’s democratic ethos, it resilience in the face of challenges, and its evolving character in response 
to the nation’s aspirations. The Constitution has been more than just a legal framework; it has been a living spirit, guiding India through transformative phases. From 
independence to economic Liberalization, from social justice movements to technological advancements the constitution has proven its adaptability and relevance. It has 
been a catalyst for progress, ensuring the protection of fundamental rights, fostering unity in diversity, and empowering marginalized sections of society. However, the 
journey has not been without its hurdles. The constitution has faced strains due to complex socio-economic issues, regional disparities and political challenges. As India 
strides towards its centenary, the constitution stands as a beacon of hope, inspiring future generations to uphold its values and work towards a more inclusive, equitable 
and prosperous nation.

Inclusive Development and Constitution of India
Amol Kumar, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Central University of Gujarat, Gandhinagar (Gujarat)

Inclusive development is a multifaceted concept and a principle that advocates including each section, class, and person in the development journey without discriminating 
on any ground. to ensure equitable access to opportunities, resources, and benefits for all sections of society, preferably marginalized and disadvantaged groups. It is 
observable that the robust framework of rights and principles of the Constitution of India plays a pivotal role in promoting inclusive development in India. This paper 
aims to explore the intersection of inclusive development and the Indian Constitution, analyzing how constitutional provisions have been designed and implemented 
to address social, economic, and political inequalities. The paper delves into key constitutional mandates, such as the right to equality, affirmative action policies, and 
the directive principles of state policy, which collectively aim to foster a more inclusive and just society. The paper also seeks shortcomings of India’s constitutional 
framework in promoting inclusive development. For examining these objectives ‘Descriptive method’ is used which is most suitable for the study. The paper concludes 
by offering recommendations for constitutional provisions and to better address inclusive issues.

Changes in Legal Structure of Jammu and Kashmir: An Analysis Before and After Abrogation of Article 370
Ashmita, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Himachal Pradesh University, Shimla (Himachal Pradesh)

Legal structure is important for organized society to regulate the political behavior. Legal system of the country provides stability and smooth functioning of government 
or the political system. In India, Article 370 was the feature of asymmetric federalism who give the power to the state of Jammu and Kashmir to regulated their 
society through own laws and system. During special provision under Article 370, Jammu and Kashmir enjoy certain types of autonomy in Indian Union. The State of 
Jammu and Kashmir have their own constitution, flag, Criminal code, had power to define permanent citizen under Article 35-A. But after 5th August 2019, the central 
government abrogated the Article 370 and special provision of the State and bifurcated Jammu and Kashmir into two union territories named; Jammu and Kashmir, 
and Ladakh. The present paper analysis how abrogation of Article 370 changes the legal structure of J&K. It also examines the impact on legal system before and after 
abrogation of article 370 in Jammu and Kashmir.

Indian Constitution @75: An Evaluation
Dr Rajbir Singh Dalal, Professor & Chairman, Dept of Political Science, Chaudhary Devi Lal University, Sirsa (Haryana)

India has the largest constitution in the world. The Constituent Assembly was well aware of this fact that it is not possible to make an original and entirely new 
constitution at this stage when the forms of government have been almost settled all over the world. That’s why it tried to make such a constitution which should be 
flexible, dynamic and live one in which the coming Parliament has the right to amend as per requirements and situations. Accordingly, 106 Amendments have been 
made in it during the last 75 years and many more are in pipeline. Besides, the hon’ble Supreme Court has not only preserved it but also promoted and interpreted from 
time to time. The prominent decisions in this regard are Henry Golaknath vs. State of Punjab case, Keshvanand Bharati vs State of Kerala case, Minerva Mills vs Union 
of India Case, Indira Sahni vs Union of India Case, I.R. Coelho vs State of Tamil Nadu case etc. Thus, the intent and purpose of any constitution is to lay down the 
basic structure of government and decides is operational aspects alongwith the rights and duties of citizens. Being a federal system with single constitution, it is natural 
for Indian constitution to be lengthy, complex and sometimes even the clash of interests between Union and the States or between the states themselves due to their 
boundaries, trade, commerce, water and other issues.

The Evolution of the Indian Constitution: Reflecting on 75 Years
Dr Sujeet Kumar Sharma, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Ramjas College, Delhi 

The Constitution of India, adopted in 1950, is also known as the living document. It is the foundation on which the Indian democratic governing system rests on. 
With the changing political and socio-economic picture of Indian governance, the Constitution underwent a complex evolution. This proposal aims to analyze the 
complex journey of the Constitution of India, which has passed through several significant developments in amendments and landmark judgments. It also highlights the 
prominence of the basic principles that are pivotal in guiding the country’s governance and societal code of conduct. The study also emphasizes the evolving nature and 
continuity maintained by the Constitution while it adapts to the changing phases of the Indian political system. It has pointed out the prominent amendments that directly 
impacted the Constitution’s basic structure and fabric, like the 42nd amendment, and others that restored its core democratic principles, like the 44th constitutional 
amendment. Moreover, the proposal also analyzes the crucial role played by the judiciary as the final interpreter and guardian of the Constitution. It examines the Indian 
Constitution’s evolution over the past 75 years, which is necessary to understand the nature of the Constitution. It also focuses on the future implications of the recent 
amendments and constitutional interpretations, which will further embark on contemporary debates on constitutional governance in India.

Indian Constitution @75: The Contemporary need – A Study 
Dr. T. Jothiramalingam, Associate Professor and Head, Department of Political Science, Periyar Arts College, Cuddalore (Tamilnadu)
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Sathishraj Yesu, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science and Public Administration, Annamalai University, Chidambaram (Tamilnadu)

The noble principles noted to be discussed in the Indian Constitution according to the signs of the times are dealt in this paper very intensely and constructively. The 
definitive notions enhance us all to learn the importance features whereby we not only become bearers of the constitutional charism in our hands so far but also we 
become true followers of the Constitution through our hearts as we are in the era of the Indian Constitution @ 75. The emphasizing of the nature and scope of the major 
Constitutionals principles called Sovereignty, Secularism and Democracy should educate the people of the state as the need of the hour to live the constitutional life 
profoundly. As the Constitution itself is under threat in the contemporary socio - political scenario it is an essential learning to know of its blissful age and an alarming 
age as well. 

The Role of the Indian Constitution in Shaping a Developed India by 2047
Prof. Shyam Mohan Agarwal, Department of Political Science, University of Rajasthan, Jaipur (Rajasthan)

The Indian Constitution, as the foundational legal document of the world’s largest democracy, plays a critical role in shaping the nation’s development trajectory. This 
research aims to explore the multifaceted role of the Indian Constitution in fostering a developed India by 2047, the centenary year of independence. The paper will 
examine how constitutional principles and provisions have influenced economic growth, social justice and governance. It will analyze the role of the Constitution in 
addressing contemporary challenges such as inequality, environmental degradation and digital transformation, while ensuring the protection of fundamental rights. 
This study will also explore the potential for constitutional amendments or interpretations to better align with India’s development goals. By examining the evolving 
relationship between constitutional mandates and development policies, this research will provide a comprehensive understanding of how the Constitution can guide 
India towards achieving its vision of “Viksit Bharat” by 2047. In this research paper try to find out the answers of specific research questions like: How have the 
principles enshrined in the Indian Constitution contributed to India’s development since independence? What are the key constitutional provisions that have directly 
impacted economic growth, social justice, and governance in India? How can the Indian Constitution address contemporary challenges such as digital transformation, 
environmental protection and inequality to shape a developed India by 2047? And how can constitutional mechanisms be strengthened to foster inclusive and sustainable 
development in India by 2047? This research will adopt an interdisciplinary approach, combining legal analysis with socio-economic and political perspectives to 
provide a holistic understanding of the role of the Indian Constitution in shaping a developed India by 2047.

A Critique of Indian Constitution: Evolution, Theory, and Practice
Mr. Ashish Panwar, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, CCS University, Meerut (U.P)

As the Indian Constitution approaches its 75th anniversary, it becomes crucial to analyze how its theoretical foundations and practical applications have evolved. Since 
its enactment, the Constitution has undergone numerous amendments and reinterpretations, significantly altering its original character. The Parliament has frequently 
amended the Constitution, often to enhance the powers of the Union and State governments, sometimes at the expense of individual rights and in favour of particular 
social groups perceived as political vote banks. These actions have particularly impacted Part III, which deals with Fundamental Rights, and Part IV, which outlines the 
Directive Principles of State Policy. The reinterpretation of these sections has led to an expansion of state intervention and a shift in the meaning of “general welfare” 
from the welfare of all citizens to the benefit of select groups. Additionally, the Supreme Court’s progressive interpretations have, on occasion, diverged from the original 
civilizational ethos envisioned by the Constitution’s framers, further complicating the balance between individual rights and state power. This paper scrutinizes these 
developments, reflecting on how the Constitution’s journey over the decades has affected its foundational principles and societal implications.

Working of the Indian Federal System under One Party Dominant System: Insights from the Period 1967-77
Chandralok Kumar, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Kumaun University, Nainital (Uttarakhand)

There have been little variations in the constitutional provisions related to the federal structure of India. Despite that, the working of the Indian federal system has varied 
significantly throughout the past 75 years. Variables like the prevalent party system at the Center and in various states, composition of the central government, judicial 
interpretations of the constitutional provisions, the President’s exercise of discretionary powers while assenting to the President’s rule under Article 356, etc. have shaped 
the Center-State relations in much nuanced manner. The federal provisions in the Indian Constitution is tilted toward the Center. And, One Party dominance in the central 
government has resulted in greater centralization from time and again. Leadership style and personality of the Central leadership has also proved be a determining factor. 
Contemporary political dynamics and evolving practices keep enriching our understanding of Indian federalism. Using the Historical-Institutionalist perspective, this 
paper analyses the major developments in the Center-State relations in legislative and administrative realm during the period 1967-77. However, it does not deal with 
financial relation between the center and state in this period. This paper explores the possibility of drawing a parallel between the 1967-77 and 2014-24 period. 

The Study of the Constitution of India: Exploring the Possibility of An Alternative Pedagogy to Engage Young Minds
Dr. Snehil Kacker, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Lady Shri Ram College for Women, New Delhi

The Constitution of India is a valued document which represents the cumulative will of the people along with the entire structure and the mechanism of the working of 
the Government. It establishes the original source of power in India and its provisions highlight the nature our Democracy. It is surprising that the Indian Constitution 
has not received as much serious attention it deserves except by the legal community and experts in the field of constitutional studies. Studies of the Constitution of India 
in the field of Political Science and Law are academically and legally rich. However, the engagement of our youth with the Constitution largely remains theoretical in 
nature and there is scope for ample improvement in the ways in which young people can be included in studies of the constitution without being a law or Political Science 
student. This paper is an attempt to explore alternative pedagogy to make the study of our Constitution not only interesting but also reflective and creative. Hence, the 
aim is not only to provide a multi- pronged approach to study the Constitution but also making it understandable from a young age without diluting the seriousness of 
the text so as to make our Constitution every young mind’s best friend.

Distribution of Legislative Powers between Centre and State in India- An Overview 
Dr. R. Kajendran, Project Assistant, Department of Political Science, School of Social Science, Madurai Kamaraj University, Madurai (Tamil Nadu) 

The constitution of India serves as the ultimate legislation of the nation, giving each state its legal foundation. Every kind of authority is drawn from and regulated 
by the constitution, but the Indian constitution is distinct because, unlike other constitutions, it combines both federalism and Unitarianism. The constitution of India 
serves as the ultimate legislation of the nation, giving each state its legal foundation. Every kind of authority is drawn from and regulated by the constitution, but the 
Indian constitution is distinct because, unlike other constitutions, it combines both federalism and Unitarianism. The scope or bounds of legislative power with respect 
to territorial jurisdiction are discussed in Article 245 of the Constitution. The Union List, State List, and Concurrent List are the three lists that make up the VII Schedule 
under Article 246 at the same time. But in the event of a disagreement on a topic on the concurrent list, union law will take precedence. While normally the division 
of powers must be strictly upheld, and neither the State nor the Centre may encroach on the territory designated for the other by the Constitution, in some rare and 
exceptional cases the Union Parliament’s authority may be extended to include the topics listed in the state list. The paper tries to concentrate on the questions of whether 
or not the legislative authority or power is independent, whether the Centre can circumvent state government authority to enact laws over the topics listed in the state 
list, what happens when laws from the centre and the states overlap, and on what basis the division of power has been made

Indian Constitution @ 75
 Dr. Karuna Singh, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Dhempe College of Arts & Science, Goa (Maharashtra) 

The constitution of India has evolved over a period of 78 years. It has given direction to our policy makers and well-guarded by the Judiciary. The amendments brought 
several changes and contributed towards the growth and development of society and seen the rise of India to the international level. The written and lengthy constitution 
has been the reason for bringing stability and endorsing the democratic set up. The constitution of India came to force on 26th January 1950. The original constitution 
consisted of 395 Articles, 22 parts and 8 schedules. The number increased to 448 Articles, 25 parts and 12 schedules. It saw a total of 106 amendments. The objectives 
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of the paper would be to understand about the amendment procedure; to role of judiciary in amendment procedures & to analyse few amended articles.
 Constitutional Framework for Sustainable Governance in India: An Analysis

Dr. Dharanesha ST, Assistant Professor in Political Science, Government First Grade College, Kunigal (Karnataka)

A strong foundation for sustainable government is offered by the Indian Constitution, which is the ultimate law of the land. Social, economic, and environmental aspects 
of governance are incorporated into the Constitution through its Preamble, Directive Principles of State Policy, and Fundamental Rights. The state and its residents 
are required under the Constitution to preserve and enhance the environment, which promotes sustainable development. By virtue of its interpretations, the judiciary 
has reaffirmed this commitment, making sustainable governance a legal requirement rather than only an ideal. The Constitution performs a vital part in fostering 
sustainability because it strikes a balance between social justice, economic growth, and environmental preservation, ensuring that development does not jeopardize the 
requirements of future generations. The Indian Constitution upholds the rights of all citizens, guarantees equality, and protects vulnerable groups, all of which serve to 
advance social justice. Substantial contribution to the advancement of economic growth by means of its numerous provisions, which lay the groundwork for an equitable 
and inclusive economy. The Indian Constitution provides a complete framework that prioritizes accountability, transparency, the rule of law, and the separation of powers 
in order to foster good governance and efficient administration. This is how the Constitution encourages efficient administration and government. However, the stability 
of state governance and the security of our constitution demonstrate what social fairness and economic progress India has made. 

 An Analysis of Article 356 of Indian Constitution @ 75
Dr. Satya Shukla, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Krishna Devi Girls’ Degree College, Lucknow (Uttar Pradesh)

Indian federalism has been always a debatable issue. Our constitution makers had understood that the art of federal co-existence and power sharing demands tolerance 
and multilevel cooperation. So, they visualized that in a multilevel federal system like India non-adversarial relations between center and state are essential for the 
development, stability and security of the nation. So, after Independence our constitution makers adopted a federal structure under a democratic set-up. But the Article 
356 of the Indian Constitution has persistently been an apple of discord between the center and states. Due to the surge of non-congress governments at state level after 
1967, demands of greater fiscal and administrative autonomy from the center were increased. All of this heated up the political climate of the country and worsened the 
center-state relations. So, the Article 356 has been used as an instrument against state governments by the center government. The year of 1990 brought liberalization 
and globalization in India. The rise of new forces of regional parties and coalitions and the S.R. Bommai Judgement established that article 356 gives supreme power 
and is to be applied only when the constitutional machinery has broken down irreparably. Still that it has found that, in actuality, President’s rule has been imposed 
about 119 times (through December 2019) and it covered almost all the states of the Indian union under different excuses and political contexts. To analyse the role 
of judiciary in context of article 356 is also very interesting. For example the interpretation of article 356 has changed a lot from state of Rajasthan V. Union of India, 
1977 to S.R.Bommai V. Union of India, 1994. The Bommai judgement represented a paradigm shift in judicial interpretation of Article 356. Besides this judgement the 
transformation of one-party dominant system into a multi-party system since 1989, the beginning of federal coalition and minority governments and the role of Rajya 
Sabha also affected development regarding article 356. 

 Indian Constitution @75
Dr Khurshid Ahmad Mir, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Govt. Degree College, Hyderpora, Srinagar (J&K)

The Constitution of India is the outcome of our long struggle, sacrifices and endurance against colonialism, exploitation, and imperialism. It is of our product of our 
intellectualism, civilizational roots, and creativeness. The forefather of our nation worked hard to produce a comprehensive document which is a masterpiece relevant in 
all ages with scope for change as and when people of the nation feel necessary. The Constitution of India reflects the philosophy of India as a nation-state which hold the 
ideals of democracy, republicanism, fundamental rights, decentralization of power, independent judiciary, parliamentary form of government, universal adult franchise, 
secularism, and diversity very sacred and important for the growth and rise of the nation. The Constitution of India is a sacred document which advocated inclusion of 
all the people of the country and exclusion of none based on gender, region, race, colour, creed, caste, and religion. This paper is an effort to understand the dynamics 
of Indian Constitution@75. As we know that the Constituent Assembly adopted the Constitution of India on 26, November, 1949 and the 75 years of our Constitution 
establishes the fact that in India the idea of constitutionalism and democracy have thrived in letter and spirit. The paper will analyse the continuity and change in the 
structure and functioning of the constitution and the achievements that this constitution has made over a period. It will also explain some of the challenges that our 
country faces both at national and international level. It is argued that India is recognised a benign global power with tremendous potential to play a key role in determine 
the length and breadth of international politics. The paper will study that India being the largest democracy in the world with strong constitutional underpinning have 
made a huge progress in various spheres of domestic and internal life. Indian Constitution@75 highlights the fact that India is seen a Viksit Bharat (developed India). 
The paper will explain how India can become a global power while keeping its basic identity of a democratic country with principles of constitutionalism at core of its 
success story. 

 Implementation of Indian Constitution @ 75 Years 
Dr. V. Ramesh Babu, Assistant Professor, Govt. Degree College, Paderu (Andhra Pradesh) 

The Indian Constitution is a product of debates, deliberations and discussions of the people of India represented by the Constituent Assembly which took three years 
of time to produce it. It was a great desire and intense debate of the people to produce it. The Constitution has been described by legal luminaries as like, the life of the 
law—is not logic (or draftsmanship) but experience. There was a hidden force behind the making process of the Constitution which reflects as the spirit of persuasion, of 
accommodation and of toleration. Indian Constitution lasts for the last 75 years because people respect it ant the Constitution respects them. The Constituent Assembly 
knew what Indians needed, the people wanted the country to have unity and integrity of the people, purpose, representative democracy and socio-economic reform. Our 
Constitution aimed to get a social revolution by enshrining the Fundamental Rights and Directive Principles of State Policy in its parts III and IV. By implementing the 
Fundamental rights, the Individual Progress will be achieved and by Directive Principles the societal progress i.e, social development will be achieved. This will pave 
the way to Social Revolution. Our Constitution is considered as a Living Document, because at the outset of the Constitution it was made for 35 crores of Indians, but 
that most of the 35 crores people are not living, today 144 crores people are living in India, Constitution lives and working for these 144 crores people, that’s why Our 
Constitution is being a living document. Our Constitution thrives by having flexibility of amendment procedure, up to date it is amended for more than 100 times and it 
is working for better life of Indians. It’s a biggest democratic country by having around 100 crores of electors to choose their rulers from time to time. By implementing 
the constitution India will become real Viksit Bharat @ 2047. This paper examines the working style of constitution and how it will get more lasting time. It examines 
the nature of constitution and how people to get knowledge about it. In this paper Comparative method, Historical method and Qualitative and Quantitative methods are 
being used wherever it necessary, and the further research is invited in this regard.

 An Investigative Exploration of Historical and Cultural Foundations of Legislative Provisions in the Indian Constitution
Deepika Goel, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Chaudhary Charan Singh University, Meerut (Uttar Pradesh)

The Indian Constitution is not only one of the most detailed and comprehensive legal documents but it is also a repository of India’s rich cultural heritage and knowledge 
traditions. This paper delves into the intricate tapestry of the Indian Constitution by examining the historical and cultural foundations that have shaped its provisions 
related to legislation (Article 79 to 123 and Article 168 to Article 213 of the Indian Constitution). It is an attempt to uncover the profound underpinnings of India’s 
historical and cultural texts like Smritis and Arthashastra, the ancient governance systems, the philosophical and ethical traditions, the influence of colonial-era laws and 
legal codes, and the impact of India’s freedom struggle that have been thoughtfully integrated into the legislative provisions of the Indian Constitution. The paper also 
explores the religious and cultural traditions and practices that have influenced India’s parliamentary system. Additionally, it reveals the relevance of India’s ancient legal 
and knowledge traditions and their potential that can be utilized in contemporary governing systems to make them more effective and efficient. Through this investigative 
exploration, the paper highlights that the Indian Constitution is not just a product of legal necessity, but a living document that honours and preserves the historical and 
cultural identity of Bharat.
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 Indian Constitution: From Practical to Populist
 Dr. Umesh Chandra Sahoo, Assistant Professor Department of Political Science, Maa Manikeswari University, Kalahandi (Odisha)

The world is undergoing a catastrophe of constitutional democracies. Populist leaders are maltreating constitutional mechanisms including formal procedures of 
constitutional change, in order to erode the democratic order. The Indian Constitution is standing on the precipice. It might be easy to lose sight of this important fact 
amidst the continuing salience of elections, the complex social and economic churning and the cultural rhythms that mark Indian society. The first section of the paper 
agues over major tendencies that presage a constitutional decline remain ahead predominance including charismatic populism, communal majoritarianism, partisan 
degradation, institutional extremism and control of civil society. The second part of the paper debates how these forces vitiate the core meaning of constitutionalism; that 
no one should be able to exercise power, especially arbitrary power, in the service of oppression, without being held accountable. But what makes this crisis worse is that 
it cannot even be fully entitled. Many of the symptoms of this crisis have appeared in Indian democracy before, not just during the Emergency, but in the conduct of state 
power in small and big forms. No political party is entirely immune from the charge of subverting constitutional values. This paper also explores how courts can respond 
to such constitutional changes. It argues the Unconstitutional Constitutional Amendment Doctrine should be adapted to respond to existing constitutional practices that 
utilize incremental and subtle amendments to dismantle the democratic order. The State apparatus rethinks the automatic immunity for the consequence of revolutionary 
constitutional theory which has provided to complete constitutional replacement from constitutional restrictions and scrutiny. 

 Role of Article -356 in Indian Democracy
Juhi Roy, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Jai Prakash University, Chapra (Bihar) 

The success of India’s democracy has evoked widespread interest. It is rightly regarded as a postcolonial success story—a functioning democracy that has held free and 
fair elections and managed to remain pluralist and inclusive. Indian democracy has offered huge opportunities to confront and address the challenges on the development 
front through policies and practices evolved in the past six decades. Its numerous achievements notwithstanding, the failure to remove the division between the privileged 
and the rest is largely responsible for the inability to extend the reach of India’s economic and social development. The persistence of inequalities of various kinds is 
a major contributory factor in holding back the full potential of democratic politics. What follows is not a comprehensive account or stocktaking of India’s democratic 
experience and its impact on inequalities and vice versa. This lecture attempts to situate issues of inequality in the wider context of political democracy to explore the 
interaction between the two processes. It concludes with a brief discussion on the emerging relationship between democracy and inequality in the contemporary moment.

 Indian Constitution @ 75
Harshvardhan Sandipan Kolhapure, Associate Professor, Dept. of Political Science, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Mahavidyalaya, Latur (Maharashtra)

As every state needs a constitution, India also needed a constitution and accordingly the constitution of India came into existence in 26th January 1950. The constitution 
makers have tried to take what is good in all the constitutions of the world in our constitution. The constitution of India has faced several challenges in the past including 
the Emergency of 1975 and the National commission to review the working of constitution (NCRWC) in Feb. 2000. The elections of 2024 remain within the ambit of 
the Lok Sabha and the constitution of India. Many intellectuals Journalist and writers in India have also raised many questions about the Indian constitution and said 
that there is a need to revise the Indian constitution. However, the existence of the constitution of India has been accepted by many people and the credit of keeping the 
Indian society united goes to the constitution of India. Many world thinkers have praised the Indian constitution and hare convinced the world of its important. When 
we think of the constitution of neighbouring countries, the Indian constitution has completed 75 years and we can see the importance of our constitution. Even though 
people of many cast religion, all the credit goes to the constitution of India for keeping the altogether. Considering all the above aspects. We have to conclude that the 
Indian constitution has completed 75 years and the Indian constitution is very strong. 

Inclusive Development and Constitution of India
Amol Kumar, Research Scholar, Central University of Gujarat, Gandhinagar (Gujarat)

Inclusive development is a multifaceted concept and a principle that advocates including each section, class, and person in the development journey without discriminating 
on any ground. to ensure equitable access to opportunities, resources, and benefits for all sections of society, preferably marginalized and disadvantaged groups. It is 
observable that the robust framework of rights and principles of the Constitution of India plays a pivotal role in promoting inclusive development in India. This paper 
aims to explore the intersection of inclusive development and the Indian Constitution, analyzing how constitutional provisions have been designed and implemented 
to address social, economic, and political inequalities. The paper delves into key constitutional mandates, such as the right to equality, affirmative action policies, and 
the directive principles of state policy, which collectively aim to foster a more inclusive and just society. The paper also seeks shortcomings of India’s constitutional 
framework in promoting inclusive development. For examining these objectives ‘Descriptive method’ is used which is most suitable for the study. The paper concludes 
by offering recommendations for constitutional provisions and to better address inclusive issues.

75 Years of the Indian Constitution: Women’s Political Participation, Achievements and Challenges
Dr. Mamta V. Pathrikar, Professor & Head, Department of Political Science, Smt. Salunkabai Raut Arts and Commerce College, Wanoja (Maharashtra)

As the Indian Constitution commemorates its 75th anniversary, this paper delves into the evolving landscape of women’s political participation in India, highlighting 
both significant achievements and persistent challenges. The Constitution provided a strong foundation of gender equality, with key provisions ensuring equal rights 
and opportunities for all citizens. The Constitutions promise of equality has been pivotal in advancing women’s roles in politics, particularly through key reforms such 
as the 73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendments which mandated reservations for women in local governance. These amendments, which have empowered women 
at the grassroots level, significantly increasing their representation in Panchayat Raj Institutions and Urban Local Bodies. However, despite these strides, women’s 
representation in higher political institutions, such as Parliament and State legislatures, remains limited. Challenges such as patriarchal attitudes, socio-economic barriers, 
and the dominance of male political network continue to hinder greater gender parity in these spaces. This paper examines these developments offering a comprehensive 
analysis of how constitutional guarantees, legal reforms and social movements have shaped women’s political participation. The paper also considers future challenges 
and opportunities in realizing the full potential of women in Indian politics, ensuring that the constitutional ideals of justice and equality are fully actualized.

75 Years of The Indian Constitution: Evolution, Challenges And Future Prospects
Dr. Bestin Varkey, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, St. Mary’s College, Puthanangadi, Angadipuram, Malappuram (Kerala)

The Indian Constitution, adopted in 1950, is a living document that has guided the world’s largest democracy through significant socio-political transformations. The 
paper begins by examining the historical context of the Constitution’s drafting, highlighting the vision of its framers and the foundational principles of justice, liberty, 
equality, and fraternity. The study traces the Constitution’s evolution over the decades, detailing key amendments and landmark judicial interpretations that have shaped 
Indian democracy. It reviews pivotal moments such as the introduction of the Emergency provisions, the shift towards economic liberalization, and the strengthening of 
fundamental rights and federalism. The paper also explores how the Constitution has adapted to address emerging issues like environmental protection, digital rights, and 
gender equality. Despite its strengths, the Indian Constitution has faced numerous challenges. The research critically examines issues such as political corruption, judicial 
activism versus judicial overreach, and the tension between central and state powers. It also addresses contemporary debates on constitutional reforms and the protection 
of minority rights. Looking ahead, the paper discusses future prospects for the Indian Constitution, considering the impact of globalization, technological advancements, 
and changing social dynamics. It emphasizes the need for continuous adaptation and reform to uphold democratic values and ensure inclusive governance. By reflecting 
on 75 years of the Indian Constitution, this paper aims to provide insights into its enduring relevance, the challenges it must navigate, and the pathways for its future 
development. This analysis contributes to the broader understanding of constitutionalism in India and its critical role in shaping the nation’s democratic trajectory.

The Role of Constitutional Amendments in Shaping India’s Future: Prospects for Viksit Bharat@2047
Dr. Govind Nainiwal, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Gauri Devi Govt. Girls College, Alwar (Rajasthan)
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Constitutional amendments in India have played a pivotal role in shaping the nation’s political and social landscape. These amendments reflect the dynamic nature of 
India’s democracy, enabling the country to adapt to changing circumstances while upholding the core values enshrined in its Constitution. As India envisions becoming 
a “Viksit Bharat” by 2047, marking 100 years of independence, constitutional amendments will be instrumental in driving this transformation. The Indian Constitution, 
adopted in 1950, was designed to be a living document, capable of evolving with time. Over the decades, amendments have addressed various issues. The amendments 
act as dynamic instruments that adapt the Constitution to the changing needs of society, economic transformations, and technological advancements. Looking ahead 
to 2047, constitutional amendments will likely focus on furthering economic reforms, strengthening institutions and promoting sustainable development. Thus, this 
research article examines the pivotal role of constitutional amendments in shaping India’s future, with a focus on the vision of Viksit Bharat@2047. By analyzing 
past amendments and their impact, this article proposes a framework for future amendments that can align with the objectives of Viksit Bharat@2047. The findings 
underscore the necessity for a dynamic Constitution that can evolve in response to India’s developmental goals and the aspirations of its people.

The Indian Constitution: Lessons and Directions for Viksit Bharat@2047
Dr. Mukesh Kumar Verma, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, University of Rajasthan, Jaipur (Rajasthan)

The Indian Constitution, adopted in 1950, has been instrumental in shaping India’s democratic framework, promoting social justice, and ensuring governance. As 
India marks 75 years of constitutional governance, it is essential to reflect on its evolution and its role in achieving the ambitious goal of Viksit Bharat@2047. 
This research article examines the evolution of the Indian Constitution over the past 75 years, assessing its role in shaping India’s socio-political landscape and its 
potential contributions toward the vision of Viksit Bharat@2047. Through a review of key constitutional amendments, landmark judicial decisions, and socio-political 
developments, the article identifies critical lessons learned and proposes directions for future reforms. The study highlights the Constitution’s adaptability and resilience 
in addressing challenges related to social justice, federalism, economic development, and emerging global issues. The Indian Constitution has successfully guided the 
nation through 75 years of transformation. As India aims to become a developed nation by 2047, its continued evolution will be critical. By reinforcing core principles 
and adapting to new realities, the Constitution can effectively support India’s journey towards Viksit Bharat@2047. It concludes with recommendations for strengthening 
constitutional provisions to support India’s goal of becoming a developed nation by 2047.

Indian Constitution @ 75: An Analysis
Professor Jitendra Sahoo, Department of Political Science, University of Gour Banga, Malda (West Bengal)

“However good a constitution may be, if those who are implementing it are not good, it will prove to be bad. However, bad a constitution may be, if those implementing 
it are good, it will prove to be good”- B.R. Ambedkar. India got independence from the colonial rule on 15th August, 1947 because of the sacrifices of many freedom 
fighters; and with the great effort made by the constituent assembly it got its first ever longest written constitution which came into force on 26th January,1950. India is 
now celebrating the Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav which is an initiative undertaken by GOI to celebrate and commemorate 75 years of progressive India and the glorious 
history of its people, culture, and achievements. We are also celebrating the diamond jubilee year of the Indian constitution which has crossed through many challenges 
and hurdles. But still it has maintained its stability and achieving its targets through sovereign, socialist, secular, democratic and republic added with justice, liberty, 
equality and fraternity and finally all those credit goes to the people of India and their representatives those who are mongering the ship by keeping constant faith upon 
the constitution and its cardinal principles like the parliament of India has emerged as the main pillar of the democracy, the election commission of India has been 
empowering citizens to determine their destine, the supreme court of India is providing the bedrock for good governance etc. It’s because of those splendid performances, 
India is now at the 5th largest economy in the world and targeting to become a developed nation by 2047. Here in this article the scholar wants to highlight the basic 
cardinal principles of the constitution of India and its key achievements during last 75years by analysing the past-experience and the future perspectives.

The Indian Constitution and Freedom of Expression
Sneha Sonyabapu Solanke, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Marathwada University, Aurangabad (Maharashtra)

Dr. K. S. Shakir, Research Guide, Department of Political Science, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Marathwada University, Aurangabad (Maharashtra)

Freedom of expression is a natural right that humans are born with. Therefore, Article 19(1)(a) of the Constitution of India guarantees the fundamental right of freedom 
of speech and expression to all citizens. This allows us to express our opinions and thoughts without any fear through speeches, newspapers, books, movies, cartoons, 
social media, or any other method. But this freedom is limited by reasonable restrictions.Article 19 (2) lays down restrictions on freedom of expression. The framers of 
the constitution have taken care that this restriction will not hinder individual development. If we look at the situation in India today, the question arises: does the freedom 
of expression expected by the framers of the Constitution exist? Although the Indian constitution has given citizens freedom of expression, there are many examples 
of governments, social elements, various religious sects, and establishments imposing restrictions on freedom of expression in order to control opposing views. In the 
current times, freedom of expression seems to be stifling frequently in all fields like art, literature, journalism, and social media, and this is dangerous for democracy. As 
freedom of expression is essential for sustaining a healthy democracy, the right to freedom of expression under the Indian Constitution needs to be understood by all. In 
this research paper, the provision regarding freedom of expression in the Indian Constitution and its current situation will be studied.

Turbulent Ties in South Asia: India’s Geopolitical Challenges amid Regional Instability
Soni Singh, Doctoral Fellow, Department of Political Science, University of Lucknow, Lucknow (U.P.)

South Asia, a region historically plagued by political turbulence and conflict, is now confronting an era of unprecedented instability. In stark contrast, India emerges 
as a beacon of stability, showcasing exceptional political and economic resilience both domestically and in its international relations. Despite this, India’s stability 
is increasingly at risk due to escalating Chinese aggression and growing regional disruptions. Recent developments have amplified these concerns: Bangladesh has 
undergone a dramatic political upheaval with the exile of Sheikh Hasina, Sri Lanka has been convulsed by unrest leading to President Rajapaksa’s departure, and 
Afghanistan’s return to Taliban rule after two decades has further destabilised the region. Pakistan faces severe economic decline and democratic erosion, edging towards 
potential civil conflict, while Bhutan, Nepal, and the Maldives are also experiencing significant internal challenges. This paper investigates the broader implications of 
these regional instabilities for India, focusing on how China’s debt trap diplomacy and assertive policies are exacerbating the strategic environment. Through a detailed 
analysis of the interplay between regional disturbances and China’s strategic manoeuvring, this study aims to elucidate India’s evolving geopolitical responses and the 
potential ramifications for South Asia’s overall stability. By examining these dynamics, the paper seeks to provide a comprehensive understanding of the emerging 
geopolitical landscape and its implications for regional and global stability.

India’s ‘Democracy Assistance’ in South Asian Countries: Dilemmas and Opportunities
Rengmili Engtipi, Reserach Scholar, Department of Political Science, Assam University, Silchar (Assam) 

Dr. Niranjan Mohapatra, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Assam University, Silchar (Assam)

Democracy is recognised as the most desirable form of government among all different types of regime. The Western Countries incessantly promoted Democracy 
on the ‘Principle ground’ and subsequently ‘Democracy Promotion’ was the international agenda since Post-Cold war of 1989. Over the past thirty years, the global 
democratisation process has accelerated to the point where, according to Freedom House, 121 out of 193 governments have achieved democracy. Thus illustrating the 
progressive spread of democracy. Yet, taking into account South Asiancountries as a model for democracies, nearly every state is experiencing a decline, highlighting 
the region’s erosion of democratic values.The recent crises in Bangladesh, as well as the rigged elections in the Maldives and Pakistan, paint a bleak picture in terms 
of retaining successful democracies. Thus the paper discuss India’s role in fostering democratic ideals and institutions in its neighbouring countries without being 
adversarial towards the country’s ruling regime. India hardly ever uses ‘democracy promotion’ as a tool of its foreign policy instrument. This is mainly due to New 
Delhi adherence to non-interference principles while keeping in mind the sensitive nature of “sovereignty” among developing nations, it subtly promotes‘Democracy 
Assistance’. Thus the paper will analyse India’s policy of ‘Democracy Assistance’to determine whether it is a sustainable practice to preserve regional stability, or 
whether it will have to adopt a hard line, similar to the West’s policy of ‘Democratic Promotion’.
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Working Of The Constitution Of India: A Bird’s Eye View
Dr. Sudhira C. Jena, Ex-Prof. Deptt.of Political Science, Tapashya Neelayam, Balipokhari, Akhuapada (Odisha)

At the dawn of independence India as a nation faced the problems of partition, communalism, poverty and many more like internal- geographical and political division. 
So merger of princely states with Indian Union became a herculean task before our statesmen and leadership. They tried to manage within a constitutional frame work. 
They focused on peace and non-violence, non-alignment, rejection of US proposal of development administration in India and developed the mixed economy model 
with a goal of welfare state to face the immediate challenges. This is the 75th year of the working of the constitution. It is the time now to think of our success and 
failure as a nation. Before analysing, we have to recall the message of Dr. Rajendra Prasad in the debate of Constituent Assembly on the occasion of approval of the 
New Constitution of India in 1948. He said, “However, good may be the Constitution, if people are bad, then the Constitution is bad. Similarly, whatever bad may be 
the Constitution, if the people are good then the Constitution is good. Unfortunately, till date the problems of those days are with us. The problems like communalism, 
poverty, unemployment, fraud and corruption, economic disparity, regional ill feeling, demand for creation of more provinces, problems of internal – security threat from 
Maoist activities are disturbing us. Now we are in the 21st Century. India claims to be in the 5th position in world economic figure. But we never look deep into the HDI, 
Transparency International Index, Happiness Index, Poverty Index, Nutrition Index, Cyber Fraud Index etc. We are not successful in challenging the socio-economic 
crisis of everyday life. Industrial complex, SEZs with skyscraper in urban sector are not the solution with software and digital revolution. Urban facility in rural areas is a 
dream. SDGs/ MDGs are yet to be achieved. Our external situation is dragging us to back. So in this paper, an attempt has been made to analyse the crisis with a roadmap 
for the success of India i.e. to be Viswa Guru/ Super Power in future (at global level). So the concept of Vikshit Bharat will be achieved by following the road map.

PANEL - 3
Technology, Politics and Governance In India Digital Governance in India

Dr B Laxmi Narayana, Faculty, Department of Political Science, University PG College, Kakatiya University, Subedari (Telangana)

Dr A Hari Prasad, Faculty, Department of Political Science, University College, Kakatiya University, Subedari (Telangana)

Since last decade onwards India has introduced various transformational administrative reforms, with digital governance bringing the citizen and government closer. 
India’s public institutions have been transformed into fully digital institutions, which benefit crores of Indians. Indian government’s e-Government models like Aadhaar, 
UPI payments, Jan Dhan Yojana, One Nation - One Ration Card, E-Seva Kendras and Passport Seva Kendras have been successful in bringing transparency, accountability 
and openness to government policy process. The Indian government adopted the policy of “Maximum Governance - Minimum Government” which envisages a digital 
empowerment citizen and digitally transformed government institutions. PM Modi stated that “Technology has immense potential to bring government and citizens 
closer. Today, technology has become a powerful tool to empower citizens as well as a medium to optimize transparency and accountability in day-to-day functioning 
of government through various policy interventions. We are strongly moving ahead towards digital empowerment of citizens and digital transformation of Indian 
institutions.” This paper emphasizes latest developments in digital administration, its growth and challenges.

Innovating Through Diplomacy: Science, Technology and Innovation Diplomacy in India
Ashika S Prasad, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, University of Kerala, Thiruanathapuram (Kerala)

Aswin T P, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, University of Kerala, Thiruanathapuram (Kerala)

Science, Technology and Innovation (STI) have become the buzzwords of the 21st century knowledge-driven economy. STI diplomacy lies at the intersection of STI and 
foreign policy. It serves as a powerful tool for promoting trade and partnerships, bridging the gap between research and business, and scaling up innovative solutions 
to address global challenges. In this context, Science, Technology and Innovation have become inevitable pillars of India’s diplomatic relations. Since its inception, 
India’s STI progress has been driven by international cooperation, underscoring the importance of continued global engagement in this domain. India has formulated 
its STI policies from time to time with a focus on innovation, economic growth, and addressing societal challenges. Through bilateral and multilateral collaborations 
with major nations and entities such as the EU, ASEAN, SAARC, and BRICS, India’s STI policies are refined to meet global standards. This paper explores how India, 
as the representative of developing countries, leverages STI diplomacy as a policy tool to strengthen its international partnerships while promoting national innovation. 
The study also examines how India navigates its STI diplomacy amidst rising global protectionism and restrictive control regimes, ensuring the safeguarding of national 
interests. Furthermore, it highlights how the strategic utilisation of STI diplomacy can unlock new avenues for North-South and South-South cooperation, fostering 
inclusive and sustainable development. 

Harnessing Technology for Educational Transformation: A Roadmap for India’s National Education Policy
Ajinas AM, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, University of Calicut, Calicut (Kerala)

The rapid advancements in technology have the potential to redefine educational systems worldwide, thereby opening up new avenues for addressing persistent 
challenges in access, quality, and relevance. In India, the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 sets the stage for a comprehensive reform in the country’s education 
sector. This paper investigates the role of technological interventions in shaping India’s education system and its implications for achieving the objectives set forth in the 
NEP. The Problem statement revolves around the need to integrate technology effectively into the education system to enhance learning outcomes, democratize access 
to quality education, and foster an entrepreneurial mindset among students. The objectives of this study include assessing the current state of technology adoption in 
India’s education sector, identifying best practices and emerging trends in edtech, and proposing recommendations for leveraging technology to achieve the NEP’s goals. 
While India has made considerable progress in incorporating technology in education, several challenges remain, including the digital divide, inadequate infrastructure, 
and a lack of digital literacy among educators and students. Despite these challenges, numerous innovative edtech solutions have emerged in recent years, addressing 
diverse educational needs and promoting active learning, personalized instruction, and enhanced collaboration. To evaluate the effectiveness of existing technological 
interventions in improving access to quality education and enhancing learning outcomes in the Indian education system. To identify the challenges and barriers to the 
successful implementation of technology-driven solutions in the education sector and propose strategies to overcome them in alignment with India’s National Education 
Policy. The methodology employed in this study comprises a thorough review of literature, policy documents, and case studies, alongside an analysis of primary data 
collected through interviews with key stakeholders in the education and technology sectors. This mixed-method approach enables the researchers to gain an in-depth 
understanding of the complex interplay between technology and education in the Indian context. In conclusion, the paper underscores the importance of harnessing 
technology to drive educational transformation in India. Recommendations include the development of a robust digital infrastructure, capacity building for educators, 
fostering public-private partnerships, and promoting research and innovation in edtech. By embracing technology as a key enabler, India’s National Education Policy 
can set a blueprint for the country’s future, ensuring that its citizens are well-equipped to thrive in a rapidly changing world.

India in Space: Setting Strategic Ambitions in A Turbulent Global Landscape
Dr. G. Geethika, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Union Christian College, Karumalloor (Kerala)

India’s space program is undergoing a rapid transformation, exhibiting a noticeable shift from developmental rationale to a pursuit of security and prestige. From 
remote-sensing satellites managed solely by the Department of Space, India now fosters ambitions of venturing into space through advanced space technology and 
commercialisation, backed by nearly 300 start-ups, key projects like Gaganyaan, and a potential Indian Space Station by 2035. The burgeoning space economy, 
conjoint with the unpredictably volatile geopolitical equations in the region, creates highly potent opportunities and challenges. The 2023 Space Policy, 2020 In-SPACe, 
New Space India Limited, and the diplomatic “South Asia Satellite,” are initiatives to hoist India in the global space order. Space as a foreign policy tool may be our 
response to China’s growing strategic impact on the region. Establishing the tri-service Defence Space Agency and India-US joint mission expanding our military space 
capabilities further complicate the strategic environment. The given circumstances hold potential for a thorough assessment of the past, present, and future of India’s 
space program. The proposed paper shall analyse the geopolitical and developmental imperatives that triggered the strategic shift in our space policy and its implications. 
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Towards 21ST Century
Manoj M, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, University College, Thiruvananthapuram (Kerala)

In 1980 an Air India Pilot due to his brother’s demise became a Member of Parliament and later became the youngest Prime Minister of the country in 1984. Rajiv Gandhi 
at the age 40 become the Prime Minister of India after the assassination of then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi and his beloved Mother who insisted him to join politics 
after his brother Sanjay Gandhi’s tragic death. The Period of Rajiv Gandhi as Prime Minister has been engraved in Golden letters in the annals of History of India. He led 
the country towards the 21st century giving emphasis to Technological Development. His dream was to take India into the 21st Century as a country free from exploitation 
and Poverty. He was known as the Father of Information and Telecom Revolution of India. It was he who understood the true potential of the Youth of the Country and 
their role in the Democratic process of election where he lowered the Voting age from 21 years to 18 years for voting in the elections. But he couldn’t lead the country 
in the 21st century as he was assassinated by the LTTE in May 21 1991.

‘Panch Pran’ as Guiding Principle for Vikshit Bharat@2047
Sheshmanee Sahu, Research Scholar, CPS/SSS, JNU, New Delhi

As PM Modi pronounced the panch-pran (five pledges) from ramparts of the Red Fort on the Independence Day last year, India already has a blueprint of becoming a 
global leader and self-reliant. Two of the prans – To be proud of our legacy and to move forward with bigger resolutions and resolve – emphasise on the need to realise 
our gifts of being the oldest civilisation, and of having once known as ‘Vishwa Guru’. History has it that travellers from across the world had begun to visit India from 
early times. To them, this was a land of wonder where culture, religions, philosophies, science, art, architecture, rituals, as well as educational practices had a beautiful 
blend of strong experiential knowledge and venerated inherency. These pledges are based on the capabilities and strengths of India as a country and the oldest and 
experienced civilisation. All that is needed now is a much deeper awareness, realisation and application of the same by every Indian. The ancient Indian expansion was 
rooted onto the principle that focused on a holistic development of individuals, nourishing both internal and external self. India was the land where some of the most 
proficient education systems were invented and home to some of the greatest scholars like Aryabhata, Panini, Katyayana, Sushruta. Patanjali, Varāhamihira, Baudhayana, 
Charaka, Sushruta and others. The knowledge brought in by them transcended borders, making India ‘Vishwa Guru’ in true sense. However, developments in the more 
recent history (1000-2000 AD) involved more reigns and more ruins. Today, as the country celebrates 75 years of Independence in this new Millennium altogether, 
becoming a Vishwaguru again has become the sentiment of the New India. Further, the pran that calls for erasing all traces of servitude simply translates into having a 
winner mindset. Hitting new highs in space, health, start-ups, agriculture, biotechnology, IT, Ayurveda, nuclear technology, defence, exports, sports and other domains, is 
a proof of just how determined the entire country is to move to the top. Whether it is honouring sportsmen who won record medals at Tokyo Olympics and Paralympics, 
or referring to COVID frontline workers and paramedical staff as ‘Corona Warriors’ and getting them to take vaccines before anyone else, or inviting Shramjeevis 
(workers) of Central Vista and their families to Republic Day Parade 2023, the country is awarding all those who are contributing in making India to rise like never 
before.The pran stresses on the strength of unity is built on the inherent tolerant nature of India and Indians. The way the entire country held strong during the COVID 
time and fought the waves of loss and pain together, gives enough proof of India and its people being on the right track. Central and state governments worked in tandem 
to cater to people showcasing the spirit of cooperative federalism rightly embedded in the system during difficult times. NGOs, cooperative societies, police, individuals, 
ASHA workers, SHGs, various communities and administrative bodies joined in to make sure every Indian belly is fed. When Indians within and outside the nation 
joined PM Modi’s ‘thali bajao’ beating thalis from their balconies, it was the sound of unity that was heard by all globally. The final pran recalls duties of citizens that 
also includes the PM and CMs. With all the rights that the Indian Constitution bestows upon us all, come responsibilities as citizens too. Indians have to see themselves 
as crusaders of New India. Every action should be an action performed to contribute to the growth of the nation. 

India’s Transition to a Surveillance State: Establishing Equilibriumbetween Security and Privacy
Dr. Runa Anand, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Vaishali Mahila College, Hajipur (Bihar) 

India’s transition to a ‘surveillance State’ is a necessity and compulsion driven by mounting global digitalisation. India’s digital revolution has been recently appreciated 
by UNGA’s President for its contributions to poverty reduction. Conversely, India’s national security and sovereignty are at risk from cyber-terrorism, cyber-crime 
and unauthorised access to sensitive data of national interest by foreign nations. Therefore, India implemented a stringent surveillance policy. Primarily, after the 2008 
Mumbai terror attacks India adopted a wide range of data-sharing methodologies for mass surveillance by CMS, NATGRID, NETRA etc, to tackle the growing crime 
and terrorism in the country. However, Digital Surveillance reduces individuals to ‘disembodied data’ and jeopardises personal privacy. The Puttaswamy vs. Union of 
India verdict (2018), The Personal Data Protection Bill 2019 and the introduction of the DPDPA 2023, all attempted to make a balance between security and the right 
to privacy. The purpose of this study is to theoretically and comparatively analyse the policies that India pursued as a surveillance state, the conflicts that arose between 
security and privacy and the attempts made to achieve equilibrium between them. It is essential to find new ways to establish a balance between democratic ethos and 
digital surveillance. The development of the idea of the ‘surveillance state’ through pan-opticism and post-panoptical concepts that define the multifaceted nature of 
surveillance in terms of surveillance capitalism, dataveillance, surveillance democracy, data nationalism, productive surveillance, etc., will also be attempted to be 
explained through a few selected theories.

A Study on the Role of State Government in Urban Planning and Governance in Tamil Nadu
Dr. M. Adhavan, Guest Lecturer, Department of Political Science, Presidency College, Chennai (Tamil Nadu)

This paper examines the development of society, administration, and urban planning in Tamil Nadu, emphasizing the state government’s proactive role in fostering social 
justice, equity, and inclusive growth through the Dravidian model of governance. Key welfare initiatives like the Mini Clinics, Puthumai Penn Scheme, and the Chief 
Minister’s Comprehensive Health Insurance Scheme highlight the state’s commitment to enhancing the quality of life for its citizens. Administrative reforms, such as the 
Tamil Nadu Panchayats (Amendment) Act, 2020, and e-governance initiatives, have strengthened local governance and improved service delivery. In urban planning, 
Tamil Nadu’s involvement in the Smart Cities Mission, Tamil Nadu Urban Flagship Programme, and the Housing and Habitat Development Project underscores its focus 
on sustainable urban development. The state’s approach integrates legislative reforms, participatory governance, and community involvement, setting a benchmark for 
progressive governance in India. The study concludes by emphasizing the need for continued innovation and collaboration to address challenges and sustain inclusive 
growth in the face of rapid urbanization.

Political Strategies for a Developed India: Governance, Growth, and Sustainability by 2047
Abdul Wasi Popalzay, Research Scholar, Department of South and Central Asian Studies, Central University of Punjab, Bhatinda (Punjab)

India’s aspiration to become a developed nation by 2047, marking a century of independence, requires a multidimensional approach that integrates governance, economic 
growth, and environmental sustainability. This paper explores the political strategies essential for achieving this vision under the Viksit Bharat @2047 initiative. The 
study aims to analyze how governance reforms, economic policies, and sustainability practices can synergistically contribute to India’s development goals. Utilizing a 
mixed-methods approach, this research combines qualitative policy analysis with quantitative data on economic and environmental indicators to assess the effectiveness 
of current strategies and propose actionable recommendations. Key findings indicate that robust governance frameworks, characterized by transparency, accountability, 
and decentralization, are crucial for fostering inclusive growth and sustainable development. Additionally, economic strategies that prioritize innovation, infrastructure 
development, and sector-specific reforms, coupled with strong regulatory measures to promote environmental conservation, emerge as vital components for achieving 
a balanced development trajectory. The study concludes that a comprehensive strategy encompassing political, economic, and environmental dimensions is necessary 
to navigate the complex challenges facing India. It highlights the importance of an integrated policy approach that not only drives economic growth but also ensures 
social equity and environmental sustainability. The findings underscore the need for continued investment in governance reforms, economic diversification, and green 
technologies to position India as a global leader by 2047. Future research should focus on refining these strategies and exploring their practical implementation across 
different regions and sectors. This paper contributes to the broader discourse on sustainable development and offers a framework for policymakers, academics, and 
practitioners to collaborate in realizing the vision of a developed India.
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Primary Health Care in Haryana: Problems and Solutions
Dr. Bhupender, Research Scholar, Department of Public Administration, NIILM University, Kaithal (Haryana) 

Primary health care (PHC) is vital for achieving universal health coverage and improving population health. In Haryana, a state in northern India, the PHC system has 
made significant progress but continues to face substantial challenges. This review examines the current state of primary health care in Haryana, identifying key issues 
related to infrastructure, human resources, accessibility, quality of care, and administrative inefficiencies. The paper also proposes solutions to these challenges, focusing 
on enhancing infrastructure, improving human resource management, increasing accessibility, ensuring consistent quality of care, and streamlining administrative 
processes. Through a comprehensive approach involving policy reforms, technological advancements, and community engagement, Haryana can strengthen its 
PHC system to provide better health outcomes for its population. Strengthening Haryana’s PHC system requires a concerted effort from the government, healthcare 
professionals, and the community. By addressing infrastructure limitations, staffing shortages, quality issues, and accessibility challenges, Haryana can ensure equitable 
access to essential healthcare services for all its citizens. Leveraging technology, fostering community engagement, and adopting innovative solutions are crucial for 
achieving a robust and accessible PHC system in Haryana.

India@2047: A Vision to Become a Global Health Leader
Dr. Radha, Assistant Professor (Guest), Department of Political Science, SGND Khalsa College, Delhi

India, with its vast population and complex health challenges, stands at the crossroads of becoming a global health leader by 2047, the centenary of its independence. This 
vision is driven by India’s growing influence in healthcare innovation, pharmaceuticals, medical technology, and public health strategies. The nation’s rich experience 
in managing infectious diseases, including the COVID-19 pandemic, coupled with its pioneering efforts in vaccine production and distribution, positions it to take on 
a larger role in global health governance. This paper explores the strategic initiatives and policy frameworks necessary for India to achieve this vision. Key focus areas 
include strengthening the healthcare infrastructure, fostering innovation in medical research, enhancing public health systems, and expanding access to affordable 
healthcare for all. The role of digital health, artificial intelligence, and biotechnology in transforming India’s healthcare landscape will also be examined. Furthermore, 
India’s potential to lead in global health diplomacy, leveraging its relationships with low- and middle-income countries through initiatives like the International Solar 
Alliance and the Global South’s collaboration, is analyzed. By aligning with global health priorities and developing partnerships with international organizations, India 
can play a pivotal role in shaping the future of global health.

Legislative Power and Good Governance: Balancing Authority and Accountability
Prof. Sultan Singh, Department of Public Administration, Chaudhary Devi Lal University, Sirsa (Haryana)

The system of governance established by the constitution is based on distribution of functions amongst the three organs of state. Legislature is centre of all democratic 
political process. Genuine democracy is inconceivable without a representative, efficient and effective legislators. In most democracies, legislatures are losing central 
place to the executive. This has led some critics to remarks that the parliament has declined. Legislature is truly a rainbow of colourful dresses symbolising different 
regions, caste and class of the country. The shear presence of matters of diverse social backgrounds makes the legislature more representative and potentially more 
responsive to people’s expectations. There is a trend in the country that once elected, the members of legislature make a distance from people and people don’t trust them. 
In the 17th Lok Sabha, 146 opposition MPs were suspended for questioning the government on the security breach and for farmer related issues. In their absence, several 
important bills were passed. With the growing mismatch between the needs of our politicians and the interest of people, vote bank politics and callousness exhibited 
by the political class, the time has come now to examine the functioning of legislature. The present paper will delve upon the importance of legislature, the functions 
and powers of legislature, how the legislature controls the executive, entry of people with criminal background in the house, decreasing quality of debates in the house 
and possible suggestions and remedies for removing all the ills associated with the functioning of legislature and suggesting a road map for ensuring good governance 
through legislature in India.

 The Strategy on Governance, Policy and Politics towards Viksit Bharat @ 2047
Dr Kasturi Sitamalakshmi, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Government College (Autonomous), Rajahmundry (Andhra Pradesh) 

Trimurthulu Karanam, Research Scholar, Government College (Autonomous), Rajahmundry (Andhra Pradesh) 

India’s aim by the year of centenary independence @2047 has a vision to transform Indian society into a developed India. The vision Viksit Bharat depends upon 
different aspects: Governance, policy, and political aspects play a crucial role in the development, stability and countries overall prosperity. Coordination among 
governance, policy and politics leads the country towards development. Politicians ensure that policies reflect the people’s needs and aspirations, while good governance 
implements well-designed policies. This synergy creates a sustainable environment that will facilitate innovation, growth and social welfare pathways for a progressive, 
prosperous India. The paper analyses India’s current governance framework as well as compulsory reforms to enhance accountability, efficiency, and transparency. It 
proposes a framework to attain sustainable development by 2047, evaluating current welfare and economic policies related to growth, suggesting policy innovations and 
implementation, and monitoring strategies to drive progress. The paper also outlines the current political landscape from a developmental perspective that impacts on 
progress. Finally, it identifies the key challenges in governance and policy and provides practical solutions to the challenges to achieve the vision Viksit Bharat.

Role of Technology in Indian Politics and Governance
 Dr. Poonam, Assistant Professor, Department of Poltical Science, Annie Besant Girls’ PG College, Shahpu, Salarpur, Bhiwadi (Rajasthan)

Technology has become a central force in shaping politics and governance in the 21st century. The Rapid advancement of digital tools has transformed how governments 
operate, how political campaign are conducted and how citizen engage with political processes. On the other hand, technology enhances transparency, enables greater 
citizen participation, and improve, service delivery through e-governance platforms. It also facilitates the spread of information, allowing for more informed electorates. 
However, the intersection of technology and politics also presents significant challenges the rise of social media has led to the proliferation of misinformation and echo 
chambers, undermining democratic discourse. Cybersecurity threats pose risks to national security and electoral integrity, as seen in numerous instances of hacking and 
disinformation campaigns. Moreover, the power of big tech-companies in shaping public opinion and policy raises concerns about accountability and the erosion of 
democratic governance. In this context, the role of governance becomes crucial in balancing the benefits and risks of technological advancements. Policymakers must 
navigate complex ethical, legal and social issues to ensure that technology serves the public good, protects individual rights, and fosters inclusive and resilient political 
system. The future of governance will increasingly depend on the ability to adapt to and regulate the evolving technological landscape.

 Revisiting Theories of Social Contract in the Age ICT
Reena, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Rajkiya Snatkottar Mahavidyalaya, Raipur, Dehradun (Uttarakhand)

This study explores the evolution of social contract theories in the age of Information and Communication Technology (ICT). It examines how classical ideas from 
philosophers like Hobbes, Locke, and Rousseau apply to the digital era and how contemporary theories, such as Rawls’ “Justice as Fairness,” provide new frameworks 
for understanding the relationship between individuals, governments, and technology. The paper delves into the challenges posed by ICT, including privacy concerns, 
digital inequality, and cyber threats. It analyzes how Hobbesian principles of centralized authority and security, Lockean notions of individual rights and limited 
government, and Rousseauian concepts of the general will and collective good are being reinterpreted in the digital age. The study also highlights the relevance of 
Rawlsian theory in addressing ethical issues and ensuring fairness in the digital realm. Through historical perspectives, contemporary theories, and real-world case 
studies, the paper offers insights into the complex interplay between social contract theories and the transformative impact of ICT on societal functions and individual-
government relations. The findings emphasize the need for a harmonious relationship between technology and societal values, fostering an inclusive and accountable 
approach to digital governance that safeguards personal freedoms and promotes justice in the interconnected world of the 21st century.
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 Path to Viksit Bharat: Assessing Urban Development through Smart City Mission
Rekha, Research Scholar, Centre for Political Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi

Cities worldwide are facing huge challenges of rapid population growth, overstretched infrastructure, and degradation of the environment. In solution to this, “Smart” 
or “intelligent” city concepts take centre stage globally. Bringing together government officials, administrators, and technocrats to design urban centres that would 
promise a better quality of life by integrating technology with sustainable practice. While smart cities have been the most popular solution in most Western countries, 
implementing them in India presents certain challenges and opportunities that can develop out of the diverse cultural landscape in the country. The challenges, especially 
in India, are compelling, with half its population expected to reside in its urban areas by 2030. The idea behind the Smart Cities Mission of India, launched in 2015, 
was to transform urban centres by merging modern technology while preserving the essence of the cities. But after nearly a decade of its implementation, it’s important 
to ponder over questions such as: How do we understand the ‘smartness’ of the Indian cities and values materialised in ‘smart’ Indian cities? What are the common 
characteristics of Indian smart cities? How far is it significant to the vision of a developed India by 2047? Drawing on case studies from Varanasi, Indore, and Jaipur. 
Varanasi—with its ancient and spiritual identity, Indore—renowned for its heritage and model of cleanliness, and Jaipur—celebrated for architecture—have been chosen 
to see how smart initiatives can be aligned with these cities’ cultural and historical fabric. This study adds to our understanding of the changes in Indian cities in a 
situation of rapid urbanisation.

 Administrative Reforms Initiatives in India: An Assessment during Modi Government 
Dr. Md. Reyaz Ahmad, Assistant Professor, Institute of Public Administration, Patna University, Patna (Bihar)

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has been making continuous endeavours to bring about improvement in the functioning of the civil services so as enable them to 
serve the people of the country. To ensure this, it is not only important that the broad objectives, as laid down by the Constitution makers are fulfilled but also bring 
about sustained reforms in the appointment and training of civil servants. Administrative reform focuses on rationalizing structures of government. It creates strategic 
mechanisms and processes for policy and decision-making coordination; for literally re-forming institutions for the delivery of services, sometimes through contractual 
arrangements with civil society and private sector organizations. It tends to refer to the improvement of legal and policy framework to create proper decision - making 
environment; participatory systems for intervention of civil society to become actively involved in policy and programme formulation and their implementation; and an 
effective and transparent system and process for control and accountability in government activities. In both administrative and governance reforms, civil service reforms 
are essential in reshaping the attitudinal and behavioural patterns of human beings in initiating and managing all these changes sustainably. In this paper, focus would be 
on recent initiatives taken by the Modi Government and examine in the broader context of civil services reforms. Evaluating the reforms initiatives taken since 2014 in 
the context of Recommendations of various committee/commission, especially the 2nd Administrative Reforms Commission.

 Privacy- The Indian Experience
Anshu Lamba, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Central University of Haryana, Mahendragarh (Haryana)

In the contemporary digital era, scholarly discourse places significant emphasis on the individual’s private domain. The rapid technological progress has brought forth 
well-known privacy threats, including surveillance of phone calls, online tracking, unauthorized changes to privacy settings, security breaches and so on. To address 
these issues, national and international legislations are being implemented to govern the flow of data, affirming the principle that individuals should retain control over 
what they create. These regulations align with the principle articulated by Thomas Edison: “What one creates with his hand, he should control with his head.” This 
innovative approach presupposes the intrinsic value of privacy, the availability of remedies, and the uncertainty of the future. Inadequate comprehensive protection 
mechanisms and knowledge entail potential irreversible repercussions, spanning from compromised personal data security to financial losses and erosion of confidence. 
Thereby, the present paper investigates the concept of privacy within an Indian setting. It serves as a valuable resource providing essential insights for policymakers, 
academics, journalists, and intellectuals seeking to address one of the most pressing contemporary concerns. 

Balancing Innovation and Integrity: Ethical Considerations in Technological Governance
Apala Vatsa, Assistant Professor, Political Science Coordinator, Department of Liberal Arts, IILM University, Gurugram (Haryana)

In the evolving landscape of governance, the integration of technology presents both unprecedented opportunities and significant ethical challenges. This abstract 
explores the intersection of technology and governance, highlighting the transformative impacts and the ethical dilemmas that arise. Technological advancements such 
as e-governance platforms, AI, and blockchain offer enhanced efficiency, transparency, and data-driven decision-making, promising more responsive and informed 
public administration. However, these developments raise critical concerns including equity, privacy, and algorithmic bias. Equity and access remain central issues, 
as technology can inadvertently exacerbate existing disparities, marginalizing vulnerable populations if not implemented inclusively. Data privacy and security are 
paramount, with the misuse of personal data threatening individual rights and public trust. The ethical implications of algorithmic decision-making also pose risks, as 
biases in AI systems can perpetuate discrimination and undermine fairness. The future of ethical technological governance involves addressing these challenges through 
robust frameworks and regulations. Effective practices include anonymizing data, mitigating AI biases, and fostering ethical leadership. Case studies, such as India’s 
Aadhaar initiative and blockchain applications in land management, illustrate both the potential benefits and risks of technology in governance. Moving forward, it is 
essential to ensure that technological advancements align with democratic values and social justice, requiring ongoing evaluation and interdisciplinary collaboration. By 
upholding ethical standards, governments can harness technology’s transformative potential while safeguarding fundamental democratic principles.

Innovating through Diplomacy: Science, Technology and Innovation Diplomacy in India
Ashika S Prasad, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, University of Kerala, Thiruanathapuram (Kerala) 

Aswin T P, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, University of Kerala, Thiruanathapuram (Kerala) 

Science, Technology and Innovation (STI) have become the buzzwords of the 21st century knowledge-driven economy. STI diplomacy lies at the intersection of STI and 
foreign policy. It serves as a powerful tool for promoting trade and partnerships, bridging the gap between research and business, and scaling up innovative solutions 
to address global challenges. In this context, Science, Technology and Innovation have become inevitable pillars of India’s diplomatic relations. Since its inception, 
India’s STI progress has been driven by international cooperation, underscoring the importance of continued global engagement in this domain. India has formulated 
its STI policies from time to time with a focus on innovation, economic growth, and addressing societal challenges. Through bilateral and multilateral collaborations 
with major nations and entities such as the EU, ASEAN, SAARC, and BRICS, India’s STI policies are refined to meet global standards. This paper explores how India, 
as the representative of developing countries, leverages STI diplomacy as a policy tool to strengthen its international partnerships while promoting national innovation. 
The study also examines how India navigates its STI diplomacy amidst rising global protectionism and restrictive control regimes, ensuring the safeguarding of national 
interests. Furthermore, it highlights how the strategic utilisation of STI diplomacy can unlock new avenues for North-South and South-South cooperation, fostering 
inclusive and sustainable development. 

 Autonomous District Council: An Institution Of Governance For Tribals As Per Constitutional Provision
Loisy Lalmuanpuii, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Mizoram University, Aizawl (Mizoram)

Prof. Jangkhongam Doungel, Department of Political Science, Mizoram University, Aizawl (Mizoram) 

India being a multicultural state endows with different communities with a diverse customs and traditions. The tribals of the then undivided Assam were given a special 
provisions called the Sixth Schedule to the Constitution of India where the tribals enjoy autonomy in governing and administering themselves based on their traditions 
and customs. The provisions of Sixth Schedule to the Constitution of India laid down a miniature government within the tribals areas. It has three organs - executive, 
legislative and judiciary like that of the state and the central. The political institutions administer within the tribal areas have a tremendous impact within the tribals. The 
institutions work for the protection, preservation, welfare and development of the tribals. This paper attempts to analyze the structure of Lai Autonomous District Council 
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and its impact towards the tribal people of the area in the art of governance and development.
Transformations in Governance: Article 370 and the dynamics of Democratic Decentralisation in Jammu and Kashmir

Jai Bhawani Singh, Assistant Professor, Department of Public Policy and Public Administration, Central University of Jammu, Samba (Jammu and Kashmir)

This research article conducts a comparative analysis of democratic decentralization in Jammu and Kashmir before and after the abrogation of Article 370 in August 
2019. Article 370 granted Jammu and Kashmir ‘special’ autonomy, allowing it to maintain its own constitution and limiting the Indian government’s jurisdiction in the 
region. The research examines the structural and functional aspects of local governance under this special status, focusing on the Panchayati Raj institutions, urban local 
bodies, and the overall participation of citizens in democratic processes at the local level. The study contrasts these conditions with the post- abrogation period, wherein 
the region’s special status was revoked, and it was reorganized into two Union Territories. This transition marked significant shifts in governance structures, the extension 
of central laws, and the reconfiguration of local bodies. Through qualitative and quantitative data analysis, including interviews, surveys, and an examination of legal 
frameworks, this paper explores the impacts of these changes on democratic decentralization. Findings reveal a complex interplay between increased central oversight 
and local governance empowerment delivering positive outcomes for grassroots democracy. The study concludes by discussing the broader implications of these shifts 
for the future of democratic decentralization in the light of the goal of Viksit Bharat by 2047.

PANEL - 4
INDIA IN GLOBAL POLITICS

 China’s Attempt for a New Order in Africa and the Role of India as the Voice of the Global South
Dr. Anil Kumar P, Associate Professor, Department of International Relations, Central University of Kerala, Thiruananthapuram (Kerala)

This paper examines China’s attempt to establish a new order in Africa through political influence, economic infrastructure projects, and strategic military presence, 
such as its first overseas base in Djibouti. Africa is central to China’s global strategy, serving as a testing ground for its state-led economic system. However, China’s 
approach, marked by opaque financing and growing military ties with African nations, raises concerns for India, especially in terms of strategic rivalry. In response, India 
aims to strengthen its role in Africa by fostering economic ties, ensuring energy security, and promoting inclusive development. As a champion of the Global South, 
India advocates for less exploitative partnerships, emphasising shared prosperity. India’s leadership was evident at the 18th G20 summit in Delhi, where it supported 
the African Union’s inclusion as a permanent member, and at the 15th BRICS summit in Johannesburg, where it promoted sustainable development in Africa. Amid 
concerns over China’s debt-trap diplomacy, African nations are increasingly viewing India as a strategic alternative. This paper explores China’s efforts to reshape Africa 
and India’s counterbalancing role as a voice for the Global South’s shared future.

Building Trade Bridges: India’s Vision for a Central Role in Global Trade by 2047
Pooja. S, III Year, Political Science, Kumaraguru College of Liberal Arts and Science, Coimbatore (Tamilnadu)

As India edges closer to its 100th year of independence in 2047, it anticipates a significant shift in its role in global trade. The nation’s vision is to strengthen new 
trade partnerships while improving existing ones. India is focusing on diversifying its trade relationships to reduce its dependency on traditional trade partners, and 
it also aims to increase the size of its export market. This paper discusses India’s strategic vision for upgrading its position in global trade for the next two decades, 
highlighting key areas of focus, challenges, and opportunities. Currently, India is becoming a pivotal player in global trade, and by 2047, it aspires to become a central 
hub in international trade networks. The paper explores India’s active participation in SAARC, BIMSTEC, and the Indo Specific Economic Framework. Additionally, 
India focuses on e-commerce and digital trade platforms to capitalize on the growing trend of online global transactions. This paper has implemented a mixed approach 
of both qualitative and quantitative analysis. The paper analyzes the Sagarmala project and Dedicated Freight Corridors which are designed to facilitate trade flows. 
Also, India is committed to aligning its trade policies with sustainable practices by promoting green trade agreements. The paper also addresses the challenges faced by 
India, which include geopolitical tensions, trade barriers, and competition from other emerging economies, and focuses on opportunities to overcome these obstacles.

The Implication of “Strategic Autonomy” and “Multi-Alignment” in India’s Foreign Policy Today
Dr. Shreyasi Ghosh, Faculty, Post Graduate Section, Department of Political Science, Basanti Devi College, Kolkata (West Bengal) 

India among the other diverse democracies around the globe has certainly in the contemporary dynamics navigated regional and global security challenges; rooted in 
the historical context and evolving international roles with intensified proximity to major global hotspots such as Indian Ocean and South China Sea which is making 
it a crucial player now in the regional and global geopolitics; even though it’s historical legacy is rooted in post-independence idealism of non-alignment policy that 
challenged the bipolar dominance during cold war period now engages more into the hard-headed contemporary geopolitics with focus on its diplomatic agenda 
emphasizing “strategic autonomy” and “multi-alignment” with the international communities providing more prominence to engage into further enquiry on future global 
aspirations that consists of competing ideas and amorphous practices in domestic and as international context.

 Balancing Act: Policy Intervention and India’s Gig Economy
Shristy Bhattacharjee, Research Scholar, Department of International Relations, Peace Studies and Public Policy, St Joseph’s University, Bangalore (Karnataka)

Anvitha Jagadish, Research Scholar, Department of International Relations, Peace Studies and Public Policy, St Joseph’s University, Bangalore (Karnataka)

India is experiencing a tumultuous scenario where predicaments such as job insecurity, income uncertainty and lack of constructive benefits for the labours are apparent. 
India has been recognized as one of the top countries in the world with an immaculate Gig economy culture. A massive chunk of the population is seen to have been 
engaging in the Gig economy compelling India to dispense 40% of independent labour. Gig economy has served as a potential measure to alleviate poverty in developing 
countries through unbounded job prospects, meeting urban demands, enhancing travel feasibility and intensifying productivity. Alongside the bright side of the economy, 
it delves into creating an unresolved state of affairs for its employees. Urban areas and metropolitan cities have the highest demand for gig economy workers with 5.94% 
working in the food and accommodation industry such as Swiggy, Zomato etc. and contribute over 1.25% to India’s GDP. The lack of protections and safety nets for 
them has fuelled the ongoing issues and hence the aim is to preserve the essence of the gig economy whilst protecting the well-being of the workers. To prevent further 
exploitation of workers, transparent and efficient governance with public policy intervention is a must.

India’s Connect Central Asia Policy: Opportunities and Challenges
Tanisha Gupta, Centre University of Himachal Pradesh, Dharamshala (Himachal Pradesh)

India’s relationship with Central Asia goes back to 2500 years old historical connection. The ancient Indian text also mentions this region. In the 16 centuries, Babur 
established Mughal rule and its origin lies in Central Asia. Central Asia once again came to the picture during the Great Game with reference to India. During the end 
of the cold war, Russia had considered India as an important player in Central Asia. The Central Asia region owing to its geo-economic and geo-political importance is 
witnessing a New Great Game, i.e. search for strategic space by the US, Russia and China. India is also a part of the New Great Game, therefore employing its tools and 
policies to gain strategic and economic space in the region. Connect Central Asia policy being the torch bearer among all policies, under this policy, India keeps economic 
diplomacy as its priority. As the region is fragile, the security component cannot be ignored, therefore ICWA undertook a tracing initiative known as India - Central Asia 
dialogue, with major components like Regular political engagement, cultural engagement, economic engagement and stability of CAR. The major being the footprints 
of the PRC in that region. The micropolitics of China in the region also hardens the path of Indian diplomacy. Not exaggerating, but sometimes the pious democratic 
morals of India pull the throttle behind as in Juxtaposition with its competitors.

 An Analysis of India’s Soft Power in Context of Central Asian Republics 
Utkarshini Tiwari, MA, Department of Political Science, Central University of Himachal Pradesh, Dharamshala (Himachal Pradesh)
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Soft power and cultural diplomacy are devices of foreign policy. Both work interchangeably, the former is the process of the latter. This paper aims to analyse increasing 
India’s soft power in context of Central Asian republics, the article will explore how India can join the Replay of great game theory and what are the major challenges. 
The paper specifically focuses on the historical and cultural tie of India and Central Asian Republics. The article also argues the growing acceptability of its culture 
value is opening the door of its foreign policy goals. It also examines the India and Central Asian Republics relations and the role of Connect Central Asia policy. The 
paper also addresses the questions like, Is it possible to measure evolution of Indian Soft power over last few year in context of extended neighbourhood ? Is India a real 
strategic partner to Central Asia? This article will explore India’s soft power in Central Asian republics as a fruitful asset. 

 India’s Position in The Changing Power Dynamics of Global Politics
Isha Chouhan, MA, Political Science & International Relations, Central University of Himachal Pradesh, Dharamshala (Himachal Pradesh)

India’s role has become extremely important as the world shifts from sole superpower to a more balanced multipolar world. This paper examines how India is positioning 
itself in this multipolar world and how India’s approach navigates the world order. The paper looks into the relationship that has developed over the time with major 
giants like the USA, Russia, China and its role in important geopolitical regions like the Indo-Pacific. The paper explores the India’s strategic initiatives in the Indo-
pacific region with focus on ASEAN countries. India is seen as a leader of the Global South and is a member of organisations such as the SCO, IBSA. The paper looks 
into the fact that how India is going to promote the global south while maintaining relations with the Global North. The paper also looks into increasing challenges of 
India such as regional conflicts, internal issues and economic pressure from major powers, which hamper India’s voice at the global level. The analysis underscores 
India’s stance in international politics.

Geopolitics of Sino-India Contestation in the Contemporary Context: An Analysis
Dr Prosenjit Pal, Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, Diamond Harbour Women’s University, Sarisha, Cheora (West Bengal)

The entire globe seems to be reeling under a pathogenic threat, a global contagion is doing the rounds, has been the buzzword. But, the news of India-China border 
confrontation at Galwan Valley in Mid-June 2020 has also been grabbing headlines and created a volatile situation in Ladakh Valley. The question remains that when 
the entire globe is reeling under the pandemic threat, how come inter-state rivalry and contestation generate at this conjecture? The pandemic seems to have left 
unaltered the fundamental nature and structure / fulcrum of global politics. On the contrary, it seems to have widened the traditional geopolitical fault-lines, deepened 
the contestations. The major powers seems to have been oriented towards taking advantage of this volatile situation when humanity is reeling under an existential crisis 
and the global economy is staggering. The Dragon is rising high and almost seems to have arrived at the global theatre, and in the Asian geopolitical theatre, recent face 
off at Galwan Valley in June 2020 apparently showcases that the Elephant seems to be dancing to the Dragons tunes and have failed to tame the Dragon. The geopolitical 
dynamics of the Sino-Indian contestation dates back to the 1962 War between the two, catalysed by unsettled boundary dispute, the Tibet issue, Sino-Pakistan growing 
collusion and persistent Chinese attempts at encroaching into Indian territory in the volatile North Eastern sector, disputed areas of POK. Coupled with these, China’s 
India policy has been quite aggressive, including attempts at meddling with India’s South Asian neighbours. The ‘rising’ Dragon has instituted a policy of containing 
India in order to reach a hegemonic position in Asia, which would be a ‘gateway’ in its attempt to achieve the status of a global hegemonic superpower.

 India’s ‘Democracy Assistance’ in South Asian Countries: Dilemmas and Opportunities
Rengmili Engtipi, Ph.D. Scholar, Department of Political Science, Assam University, Diphu Campus, Karbi Anglong, Diphu (Assam)

Dr. Niranjan Mohapatra Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Assam University, Diphu Campus, Karbi Anglong, Diphu (Assam)

Western Countries incessantly promoted Democracy on the ‘Principle ground’ and subsequently ‘Democracy Promotion’ was the international agenda since Post-Cold 
war of 1989. Over the past thirty years, the global democratisation process has accelerated to the point where, according to Freedom House, 121 out of 193 governments 
have achieved democracy. Thus illustrating the progressive spread of democracy. Yet, taking into account South Asian countries as a model for democracies, nearly every 
state is experiencing a decline, highlighting the region’s erosion of democratic values. The recent crises in Bangladesh, as well as the rigged elections in the Maldives 
and Pakistan, paint a bleak picture in terms of retaining successful democracies. Thus the paper discuss India’s role in fostering democratic ideals and institutions in 
its neighbouring countries without being adversarial towards the country’s ruling regime. India hardly ever uses ‘democracy promotion’ as a tool of its foreign policy 
instrument. This is mainly due to New Delhi adherence to non-interference principles while keeping in mind the sensitive nature of “sovereignty” among developing 
nations, it subtly promotes ‘Democracy Assistance’. Thus, the paper will analyse India’s policy of ‘Democracy Assistance’ to determine whether it is a sustainable 
practice to preserve regional stability, or whether it will have to adopt a hard line, similar to the West’s policy of ‘Democratic Promotion’.

India’s Maritime Diplomacy Towards China: Understanding the Geopolitics of Indo-Pacific Region 
 Mehar Sandhu, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar (Punjab)

This paper explores India’s strategic nexus in the changing geopolitical context of the Indo-Pacific. It looks at India’s complex strategy for fostering a rules-based order 
and balancing China’s growing influence. The study centres on India’s maritime strategy, defence cooperation, economic interactions, and diplomatic initiatives with the 
US, Japan, and Australia as well as major ASEAN members. India seeks to strengthen its national security and strategic autonomy while promoting economic growth 
and stability in the region by using its strategic location and historical ties. For New Delhi, striking a balance between China and the Unites States in this region is a big 
challenge. The aggressive presence of China in the area has not only threatened India but other nations as well leading to groupings like AUKUS and QUAD. The report 
looks at potential for India to increase its influence in the Indo-Pacific and analyse the difficulties it faces, including resource limitations, regional rivalries, limited marine 
capabilities and environmental concerns. The conclusion provides insights into India’s potential pathways to maintaining its strategic relevance and creating a ‘global 
and regional common’ which will further help in transitioning from conflict and competition to fostering peaceful political and economic ties.

India’s Role in Multilateralism: Influences on Global Governance and Diplomacy
Shantesh Kumar Singh, Professor, CIPOD, SIS, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi

India’s increasing role in multilateralism has significantly impacted global governance and diplomacy. Despite its historical foundation in non-alignment, India has 
become a significant participant in global organizations like the United Nations, the World Trade Organisation, BRICS, and the G21. India effectively manages its 
national interests while upholding its dedication to the Global South. It has co-founded the International Solar Alliance (ISA) to promote renewable energy and has 
played a crucial role in the G21, managing the recovery from the epidemic and advocating for digital inclusivity. India has also contributed significantly to the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) in combating COVID-19 through vaccine diplomacy, providing vaccinations to over 90 countries as part of the ‘Vaccine Maitri’ campaign. 
India’s stance on global trade has been prominent, fighting for fair trade policies and representing the concerns of developing nations at the WTO. As a member of 
BRICS, India has championed restructuring global financial institutions and strengthening South-South cooperation. This paper argues that India’s strategic participation 
in multilateral forums reflects its aspirations to be a global leader, negotiating the complex interaction of geopolitical, economic interests, and development goals while 
fostering cooperative diplomacy.

India-Philippines Brahmos Missile Deal and its Strategic Implications on Indo-Pacific Security Dynamics
 Shefali Patnaik, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Rajendra University, Balangir (Odisha)

The strategic and maritime advantages of the South China Sea became as the bone of contentions between China and the Philippines. In response to this conflictual 
situation India and Philippines started deepening their strategic partnership by finalizing the most awaited Brahmos Missile Deal. This deal works as a milestone for 
India as it represents the first ever export of the supersonic cruise missile system, by showing its growing presence as a defense partner in the Indo –Pacific. On the other 
hand, the acquisition of this missile acts as crucial measure for Philippines in bolstering its costal defense especially in the increasing tensions with china. This historic 
move catalyzed by the China’s aggressive actions in this region, where Philippines as a regional actor started to take a strategic initiative to enhance regional stability and 
maritime security to maintain a balance of power. This paper intends to explain strategic motivations behind the deal from the perspectives of both countries, within the 
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context of the border geopolitical landscape. Furthermore, it analyzes the implications of deploying this supersonic cruise missile for strengthening the regional security 
architecture, with focusing on the responses from the neighbouring states.

 The Road to Multipolarity: India and Russia’s Strategic Cooperation
Sonakshi Sharma, PhD Scholar, Department of Political Science, University of Jammu, Jammu (J&K)

India and Russia are probably the only two countries in the world which do not have any insecurities regarding each other’s growing influence. India and Russia share 
similar views on number of global issues, one such important area where their interest converge is the quest for a multipolar world order. The desire to build a multipolar 
world order bring both countries close to each other. As the neorealist thinkers believed that it is the structure of international system that determines the international 
politics, India and Russia along with other rising powers are trying hard to change the US led unipolar world order that emerge in the post-Cold War era. The idea of 
multipolarity advocates the existence of multiple poles along with one superpower, that can significantly impact the global politics. Moreover, the multipolar vision 
focusses to resolve international issues with non-military solutions by advocating inclusion and participation. Both India and Russia being significant poles in the 
multipolar world has the potential to act as consequential players in the world. The present paper will focus on the potential areas of cooperation and conflict between 
India and Russia while striving for a multipolar world. 

 India’s Engagement with Emerging Central Asian Republics
Dr. Sudhir Kumar Singh, Assistant Professor & Head, Department of Political Science, Singhbhum College, Chandil (Jharkhand)

India has traditionally attached great importance to its relations with Central Asia. However, the relationship has not progressed to the desired level despite close 
historical and cultural ties. Major handicap on the relationship is the lack of direct access to Central Asia. The volatile situation in Afghanistan and a highly problematic 
relation with Pakistan have deprived India from the benefits of relations with Central Asia. Central Asia possesses huge amount of energy resources and India has 
emerged as a big market. India needs energy security and Central Asia needs market. Thus, there is perfect complementarity of relationship between the two. Full control 
of Kashmir would have given India a window into Central Asia and a border with Afghanistan. Unfortunately, that was not to be and hence India’s engagement with 
Central Asia is dictated by compulsions of geo-politics in this region. The Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India (TAPI) would be a game-changer, if it materializes. 
However, despite some positive developments like the signing of an inter-governmental agreement, it’s realization still remains a pipedream. Non-state actors in the Af-
Pak region pose security challenge to the region. Illicit Drug-trafficking and extremism emanating from Afghanistan-Pakistan region is a serious concern which Central 
Asian countries have not been able to handle effectively till date. In this backdrop, India embarked on ‘Connect Central Asia’ policy in June, 2012 to fast-track India’s 
relations with the Central Asian Republics. The policy calls for setting up universities, hospitals, information technology centers, an e-network in telemedicine, joint 
commercial ventures, improving air connectivity to boost trade and tourism, joint scientific research and strategic partnerships in defense and security affairs. Tajikistan 
is expected to be the lynchpin of this policy because of its strategic location. Further, the Iranian port of Chahbahar will serve as India’s gateway to Afghanistan through 
the Zaranj-Delaram Roadway in Nimroz Province, built with India’s assistance. With India becoming full member of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization in June, 
2018, it is likely to gain deeper access to Central Asia and become a part in the Chinese Silk Road. It is likely to make India’s objective of expanding its strategic reach 
northwards and ensuring a swift and hassle-free connectivity with Central Asian Republics a reality.

India in Global Politics: Cultural Diplomacy and Soft Power in Central Asia
Karam Singh, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Central University of Himachal Pradesh, Dharamshala (Himachal Pradesh)

India’s cultural diplomacy and soft power are crucial in bolstering its influence in Central Asia, an area of significant geopolitical importance. India’s growing economic 
and political ties with Central Asian states have made cultural diplomacy an important tool for promoting mutual understanding and building long-lasting partnerships. 
India has endeavoured to enhance its soft power influence in the region by engaging in cultural exchanges, educational programs, and commemorating common 
historical and cultural connections. This study examines the ways in which India uses its cultural heritage, specifically Bollywood, yoga, and educational programs, to 
establish connections with the Central Asian countries. Furthermore, it examines the difficulties and prospects India faces in preserving its cultural impact during rival 
powers. This research offers vital insights into the efficacy of India’s soft power techniques, specifically in relation to cultural diplomacy. It examines how these strategies 
contribute to India’s foreign policy goals in Central Asia and its overall position in global politics.

Between Principle and Pragmatism: An Analysis of India’s Stance on Myanmar’s Political Crisis
Harsh Aaryan, Research Scholar, Department of Politics & International Studies, Pondicherry University, Puducherry

India’s response to Myanmar’s 2021 military coup presents a complex interplay of democratic principles and pragmatic interests. This paper examines India’s diplomatic 
response to Myanmar’s ongoing political crisis, exploring the tension between its commitment to democratic values and strategic interests in the region. India’s 
reaction to the crisis reflects its complex relationship with Myanmar, which is shaped by historical ties, strategic interests, and regional security concerns. The paper 
analyses India’s official statements, policy actions, and scholarly literature to understand how it balances the promotion of democratic values with the need to protect 
its geopolitical and economic interests. By investigating the interplay between principle and pragmatism in India’s foreign policy, this study provides insights into the 
broader implications of India’s stance on regional stability and its role in international diplomacy. The findings contribute to a deeper understanding of how democratic 
norms and strategic considerations influence foreign policy decisions in contexts of political crisis. 

India In Global Politics
Dr. Umakanta Sahu, Assistant Professor, Dept. of Political Science, DAV College, Titlagarh (Odisha)

The 21st century is the century is the century of Asia particularly of China and India. The end of Cold War and impact of Globalization are making India redefine her 
role in Global Politics. After Independence India played crucial role in the decolonization process and Non-Aligned Movement. India as a vast country with a long 
Civilization history blended the realist and idealist in its Foreign Policy choices. India as the responsible nuclear power, a vibrant democracy, an advocate of Anti-
Terrorism in Global sphere, a Big-Brother role and “undisputed Power” status in the region are applauded by the west. Now India is being recognized as important Global 
Power in world politics due to its relations with major powers like US, EU, Russia, China and Japan and also its strategic partnership with US and EU; its expanding 
relationship with South East Asian Countries, West and Central Asia; and its engagement with Latin America and Africa. By 2047 India dreamed to be a ‘Viksit Bharat’ 
or Developed Country and accordingly she designs her foreign policy. Four major objectives of Foreign policy can fulfil this dream. Firstly, promoting regional stability 
and security. Secondly, enhancing economic engagement with the world; thirdly, pursuing strategic partnership with major powers; and lastly, promoting India’s soft 
power and cultural influence

 Quest for India-China Relations: A Supremacy in the Indian Ocean
Aditya Raj, Ph.D Scholar, Centre for Russian and Central Asian Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi

The Indian Ocean is the third largest ocean and covers 20% of the earth’s surface. It held great economic and strategic importance as more than 80% of the world’s 
seaborne oil trade passes through the Indian Ocean. Further, its seabed is rich with all kinds of minerals including oil, iron and gold. The Indian Ocean holds tremendous 
economic, political and strategic importance for India, which could be understood by the fact that it is the only ocean named after a country. It is geographically located 
at the Ocean’s Centre and has 7500 km of coastal lines with various ports for trade and commerce. Thus, over the years India has increased its maritime power projection 
capabilities and has been increasing engagement with the countries of the Indian Ocean Region. In recent decades we have seen increasing attention being paid to the 
geopolitics of the Indian Ocean by China. This increased interest is partly attributed to the growing importance of the Indian Ocean in global trade and commerce as well 
as keeping check on the geopolitical ambitions of India and its partners (Quad) in the region. This increasing Chinese presence has created a new set of challenges for 
Indian foreign policy. This paper aims to analyse the increasing contestation between India and China in the Indian Ocean region and its future implications. It will also 
try to look into the role of various other state and non-state actors playing a significant role in this conflict.
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China’s Belt and Road Initiative and Its Impact on India’s Neighbouring Policy 
Dr. Atri Saha, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Vidyasagar College for Women, Kolkata (West Bengal)

The Silk Road stood to be very momentous in the field of trade and commerce since the epoch of Indus valley civilization. And India endure to be an indispensable 
regional entity from the genesis. But with the passage of epoch Silk Road brought diverse geopolitical dilemmas for India’s external affair basically after 1962 war. And 
in freshly period when president Xi Jinping became the helmsman of China he introduced ‘One Belt One Road initiative’ as an illustrious premises of China’s foreign 
policy. Apparently, this particular initiative of Jinping looks like guano which will increase the effectuality of China’s economic and external policies, but the matter of 
fact is quite different which we can discern through China’s course of action in the sector of external affairs of India. For example, BRI turned to be baleful for India’s 
security and integrity when Jinping pay a call to Pakistan on 2015 to announce the economic ties between these two nations termed as ‘China – Pakistan Economic 
Corridor’ and this particular collaboration enhanced presence of China in the Pakistan occupied Kashmir which brought a major challenge towards India’s sovereignty 
and integrity. And into the bargain Nepal an eminent buffer state in between India and China signed the memorandum of BRI and made China a big substitute of India 
for Nepal in the present passage of time because China stood to be the biggest supplier of petroleum products of Nepal and in the sector of finance Nepal is receiving 
huge monetary, technological, trade and military assistance from China. Now confabulation about Myanmar- China ties through BRI is a shore out for India’s foreign 
policy initiative termed as ‘Act East Policy’, proposed by Modi in 2014. And lastly, asserting about Sri Lanka and Bangladesh we can venture about these two nations 
that they entirely got contingent on China and the result was the massive economic depression which Sri Lanka went through soon after COVID and recently Civil War 
of Bangladesh brought a challenge in its national economy which is not adequate for India’s security policy. Thus, the hypothesis is that BRI initiative was launched by 
China for two basic reasons, the initial one was to cripple the economic progress of south Asian nation and secondly it knock out ‘India’s Neighbourhood First Policy’ 
and ‘Act East Policy’. Thus, the objective of this research article is to find the strategies of the 5th largest economic nation, to keep her presidency over regional politics 
of South Asian and to rebuild the relations with its neighbouring nations without any direct confront with China. 

 India’s Foreign Policy in Central Asia and the Chinese Challenges.
 Ayush Bhadauria, M.A, Department of Political Science, Central University of Himachal Pradesh, Dharamshala (Himachal Pradesh)

Central Asia is always a prized territory. This region which has been a part of Indian history. Ancient silk route which passed through the region was a trading route for 
Indians. In the medieval period many a Sultans of India excavated their roots from Central Asia. During the modern period Central Asia was the part of the great game 
which proportionately affected the Indian subcontinent. Since this region is always of utmost importance from the Indian lens and hence policy were formulated for 
deepening ties with this region by independent Indian governments. During the cold war policy of non-alignment and cultural interaction while after the cold war ended 
this region was kept in the extended neighbourhood circle. The tools of foreign policy emanated in India regarding this region were India’s look North policy, the core 
goals being access to resources and to prevent the region to slip into extremism. As time progressed connect Central Asia policy came into picture. Lately focus CIS 
programme is being carried out by India under foreign policy to expedite its goals in the region. China is the colossal competition for India in the region as it is also 
a resource hungry nation and therefore interacts with all the republics for the akin goal. It directly poses challenges for India in the region. China is involved in local 
politics of the region on the pretext of its security concerns micromanaging the politics of the region which makes it arduous for India to deal with the region as per its 
interests.

 Brahmaputra Water Dispute Between India And China: A Case Study
Gitanjali Anand, Research Scholar, School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi

Water is the most important component of the living being. 70% of the human body is made up of water, vegetation and animals all thrive on water and owing to 
this importance, most ancient civilisations emerged on the banks of rivers like the Indus, Nile and Mesopotamia. Despite 71% of the earth surface is covered with 
water 96.5% are held upon by oceans which are not fit for any use and of the total freshwater over 68% is locked in icecaps and glaciers and rest 30% are present as 
groundwater, rivers are the most critical source of fresh water but they constitute only 0.0002% of the total water on the earth surface. The importance that water as a 
resource attaches itself also makes it a kind of geopolitical weapon that upper riparian states can use to force their lower riparian neighbours. India suffers the same kind 
of threat from China as important Indian rivers Like Indus and Brahmaputra originates from Tibet and then flow into India. Thus, the purpose of this article is to analyse 
the impact of the Brahmaputra River dispute on Indo-China Relations.

 China’s Digital Silk Road Expansion: Strategic and Security Implications for India
Jabeen Chandni, Senior Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar (Punjab)

Dr. Malkiat Singh, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar (Punjab)

The expansion of China’s Digital Silk Road (DSR) represents a significant geopolitical and economic development with profound strategic and security implications for 
India. As part of Beijing’s broader Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), the DSR seeks to establish a global digital

infrastructure network, including fibre-optic cables, data centers, and satellite systems. This rapid digital advancement has raised concerns for India regarding cyber 
security, data sovereignty, and regional influence. China’s increasing control over digital infrastructure in South Asia, particularly in neighbouring countries such as 
Pakistan and Sri Lanka, presents strategic challenges to India’s position in the region. Additionally, China’s dominance in emerging technologies such as 5G, artificial 
intelligence, and quantum computing threatens India’s national security by expanding China’s surveillance and cyber-espionage capabilities. India has responded by 
enhancing its own digital infrastructure, strengthening cyber security measures, and forging strategic partnerships with like-minded nations, including those in the Quad 
(U.S., Japan, and Australia). This paper explores India’s multifaceted response to China’s DSR ambitions, analyzing the potential risks and opportunities associated with 
this digital expansion. Ultimately, India’s ability to safeguard its digital sovereignty while participating in the global digital economy will be crucial in shaping its future 
strategic landscape amid China’s growing influence. 

 India-China Dynamics: Balancing Rivalry and Cooperation
Puja Singh, Research Scholar, Department of Gandhian Thought and Peace Studies, Central University of Gujarat, Gandhinagar (Gujarat)

Prof. Janak Singh Meena, Professor, Department of Gandhian Thought and Peace Studies Central University of Gujarat, Gandhinagar (Gujarat)

The dynamics between India and China, two prominent Asian giants, is characterized by a multifaceted interaction of rivalry and cooperation, influenced by historical 
conflicts, economic interdependence, and ambitions for both regional and global dominance. This research investigates the manner in which these nations negotiate 
the dichotomy of rivalry and partnership, employing a mixed-methodological framework that encompasses both qualitative and quantitative assessments of diplomatic 
communications, trade metrics, military assessments, and case analyses such as the Doklam and Galwan valley confrontations and collective participation in multilateral 
forums. The results indicate that, although geopolitical rivalry—especially regarding territorial disputes and regional supremacy—predominantly shapes public 
perception, there are considerable domains of cooperation, particularly in the realms of commerce and multilateral diplomatic efforts. In spite of episodes of intensified 
strife, the intertwined economic relationships and mutual global challenges, including climate change and counterterrorism, facilitate dialogue and joint initiatives. The 
research concludes that the future trajectory of India-China relations will largely depend on the capacity of both nations to effectively navigate their differences while 
capitalizing on opportunities for collaboration, rendering this equilibrium essential for policymakers involved in one of the most consequential bilateral relationships in 
the contemporary global landscape.

 India’s Regional Diplomacy: Challenges and Opportunities in Relations with Neighbouring Countries
Ms. Khushbu Dahiya, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Maharshi Dayanand University, Rohtak (Haryana)

India’s regional diplomacy is critical to the stability and development of South Asia, a region characterized by complex political, economic, and security dynamics. This 
paper explores India’s diplomatic strategies with its immediate neighbours—Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan, Sri Lanka, Myanmar, and China—highlighting the 
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key challenges and opportunities that arise within this regional framework. The challenges include long-standing border disputes, water-sharing issues, ethnic tensions, 
and the growing influence of external powers, particularly China, in South Asia. These factors often complicate India’s efforts to assert regional leadership and foster 
cooperative ties. At the same time, India’s active involvement in multilateral initiatives, trade agreements, and energy cooperation offers significant opportunities for 
enhancing regional integration and promoting shared economic growth. This study emphasizes the importance of pragmatic diplomacy in balancing competition and 
collaboration, particularly in addressing security concerns and promoting infrastructure development across borders. By strengthening its regional partnerships, India 
can position itself as a central force in promoting stability and prosperity in South Asia while addressing its own strategic interests. This paper underscores the necessity 
for a dynamic and adaptive foreign policy that accommodates the aspirations of neighbouring countries while securing India’s role as a regional power.

 Rise of China in the Indo-Pacific: Implications for India
Ms. Vasundhra Sehgal, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi

With the shift in Economic power from the West to East due to the rise of China and the Indo-Pacific acting as the pre-cursor to the global supply chain, it is certain that 
the protection of Indo-Pacific region will account to the protection of World trade in general and India’s economy and defence in specific. That is why the role of India 
and ASEAN nations becomes very crucial. It is important to protect the interests of the ASEAN to subsequently protect India’s maritime security and trade, and to uphold 
the International Legal Order. The cultural and strategic ties that India shares with ASEAN are crucial in acknowledging the role of South East Asia in the protection 
of the Indo-Pacific region. The south Asian region, if controlled and regulated by China or any other single player in the region, will pose a threat to the world security, 
trade and international law. Thus, it is important that India along with ASEAN protect this region thereby enhancing the prevalence of international rules-based order, 
world trade and economic and political stability in the Indo-Pacific.

 A Study of China Factor in South Asia Region in the Context of India-Maldives Relations
Shubham Bishnoi, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Banasthali Vidyapith, Banasthali (Rajasthan)

Ravi Dass, Research Scholar, Department of Geography, Central University of Haryana, Mahendergarh (Harayana)

Dr. Monika Dara, Assistant Professor, Post Graduate Government College, Chandigarh.

In recent years, South Asia has emerged as the center of geopolitical dynamism and power gravity. At the center of this power gravity is the hegemonic attitude of 
Western nations on one side and the expansionist tendency of China, which has emerged as a regional actor, on the other. India, as a vibrant and lively democracy, has 
always been a democratic liberal nation among its neighbours. Since independence in 1947, India has successfully addressed internal and external challenges. Whether it 
is relations with Maldives or the series of socio-economic development like health, education, tourism, disaster management, maritime security etc. in Maldives, Indian 
efforts in the opportunistic era of infrastructure there have always been appreciated. Recently Maldives is poised to become an ally for China’s expansion in South Asia, 
which appears to be providing a strategic challenge to India in the Indo-Pacific. This research paper reflects on the efforts made to re-establish the relationship between 
the phases of regional stability by critically analyzing all those efforts and exploring the findings through primary and secondary data collection methods.

 Navigating Challenges and Opportunity: PM Narendra Modi’s Regional Strategy South Asia
Dr. Deepak Kumar, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Gautam Buddha University, Greater Noida (Uttar Pradesh)

India’s regional strategy towards South Asian countries has shown both elements of continuity and new challenges under Prime Minister Narendra Modi. PM Narendra 
Modi’s administration has followed a proactive and assertive regional strategy, emphasizing the principle of ‘Neighbourhood First’ and ‘Act East Policy’. The main aim 
of this approach is to strengthen economic ties, enhance connectivity, and foster security cooperation with South Asian countries. Key initiatives include infrastructural 
projects, energy partnerships, and increased diplomatic engagements. However, India’s regional policy faces significant challenges, including enduring geopolitical 
rivalries, notably with China, and complex bilateral issues with neighbouring countries such as Pakistan and Nepal. Additionally, domestic political dynamics and 
border security concerns have at times strained relations. Despite these challenges, Modi’s foreign policy continues to build on traditional diplomatic frameworks while 
seeking to address new regional dynamics through a combination of diplomatic outreach, economic initiatives, and strategic partnerships. This balance of continuity 
and adaptation reflects India’s evolving role and aspirations in South Asia. This paper examines the efficacy of PM Narendra Modi’s regional strategy through a critical 
analysis of key events, policy decisions, and their outcomes. It also considers the broader implications for South Asian regionalism and India’s role as a potential leader in 
fostering a cooperative and prosperous regional order. This paper attempts to highlight India’s South Asian Policy under PM Narendra Modi and continuity and changes. 
It will analyse Indian relations with South Asian countries and the initiative which is taken by the Indian government. How the current government will deal disputed 
issues in this region?

 Reflections of Indian Soft Power Indonesia
Manisha Devi, Research Scholar, Department of International Relations and Politics, Central University of Kerala, Kasargod (Kerala)

This paper explores the reflections of Indian soft power in Indonesia, focusing on cultural, religious, and diplomatic influences that have shaped bilateral relations 
between the two nations. India’s soft power in Indonesia is deeply rooted in the historical spread of Hinduism and Buddhism, which left a lasting legacy on Indonesian art, 
architecture, and cultural practices, as seen in iconic temples like Borobudur and Prambanan. Sanskrit inscriptions and Hindu epics like the Ramayana and Mahabharata 
have also deeply influenced Indonesian literature, performing arts, and traditional values. The modern reflection of Indian soft power extends beyond historical ties, 
encompassing contemporary cultural diplomacy, Bollywood’s popularity, and the appeal of Indian cuisine. The shared colonial history and anti-imperial struggles 
fostered mutual respect, which has translated into enduring diplomatic relations. India’s strategic initiatives, such as the ‘Act East policy’, have strengthened economic 
and political ties, further deepening soft power influence. Moreover, Indian spiritual traditions, including yoga and meditation, have found resonance among Indonesians, 
contributing to a growing cultural exchange. This paper argues that the sustained presence of Indian cultural elements in Indonesia exemplifies the success of Indian soft 
power, both historically and in contemporary times while highlighting the potential for deeper cultural cooperation in the future. The study aims to analyse these aspects 
and the role soft power plays in fostering a strong bilateral relationship between India and Indonesia

 India and China: Geopolitical Contestations in Tibet
Dr. Mohammed Khalid, Professor of Political Science, Punjab University, Chandigarh

The geopolitical contestation between India and China over Tibet is a complex and multifaceted issue that has historical, strategic, and cultural dimensions. During 
the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the British Empire had interests in Tibet, which was then a largely autonomous region under nominal Chinese suzerainty. The 
Shimla Agreement of 1914, which was never ratified by China, delineated the McMahon Line as the boundary between British India and Tibet. This line was accepted 
by Tibet but rejected by China. After the Chinese Communist Party took power in 1949, China asserted its sovereignty over Tibet, culminating in the 1950 invasion and 
the incorporation of Tibet into the People’s Republic of China. This move was contested by India, which had maintained a historical relationship with Tibet and had 
recognized it as an autonomous region under Chinese suzerainty in the 1950s. The 1959 uprising in Tibet, which led to the Dalai Lama fleeing to India, further strained 
relations. India provided asylum to the Dalai Lama and many Tibetan refugees, which Beijing viewed as interference in its internal affairs. The border between India and 
China, including the Tibetan region, is a source of ongoing dispute. The McMahon Line and other historical treaties are contested. The 1962 Sino-Indian War, primarily 
over the Aksai Chin area in the western sector, was a result of these disputes. Aksai Chin is strategically important for China as it connects Tibet with Xinjiang. China 
has invested heavily in infrastructure development in Tibet, including roads, railways, and military facilities. It is viewed with suspicion by India which is concerned 
about China’s growing influence and military presence in the region. The Tibetan Plateau is the source of several major rivers, including the Brahmaputra, which are 
crucial for downstream countries like India and Bangladesh. China’s control over Tibet gives it significant leverage over these water resources, raising concerns in India 
about potential impacts on its water supply. Tibet issue has been a point of contention in international diplomacy. China is sensitive to international support for Tibetan 
independence or autonomy, and it uses its diplomatic influence to counteract support for Tibetan causes. India’s position has generally been to support Tibetan autonomy 
without explicitly challenging China’s sovereignty over Tibet, aligning with its broader diplomatic and economic interests. The geopolitical contestation over Tibet 
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remains a sensitive and contentious issue in India-China relations. Both countries continue to navigate this complex landscape through diplomatic negotiations, military 
posturing, and regional strategies. The situation is further complicated by the broader strategic rivalry between the two nations in the Indo-Pacific region and beyond. 
The paper is an attempt to understand this dynamic which requires careful consideration of historical grievances, strategic interests, and the evolving geopolitical context 
in South Asia and the broader international arena.

Geopolitics on the Brahmaputra River and Its Impact on Border Relations Between India and China
 Neeraj Kumar, Research Scholar, Dept. of Political Science, Patna University, Patna (Bihar)

Water has a great significance on our planet which covers more than two thirds of the earth’s surface. Life on earth started with water and without water life cannot 
sustain. Water is a vital resource to all aspects of a country’s survival, from its inhabitant biology to their economy. Amidst the global challenge of water scarcity, 
policymakers and experts are becoming more worried about the possibility of water-related conflicts arising. India and China, two prominent nations in Asia, are among 
the world’s oldest and still thriving civilizations. The Indian culture, born from the Sindhu and Ganges rivers, exerted a profound influence on South and Southeast 
Asia. Similarly, the Huáng Hé (Yellow River) and Cháng Jiāng (Yangtze River) played a significant role in the development of Chinese civilization, which in turn had 
a profound impact on Northeast and Southeast Asia. The Yarlung Tsangpo-Brahmaputra River is a transboundary watercourse which traverses through China, India and 
Bangladesh that is one of the most formidable rivers of the world not only in discharge but also in its length. However, the Brahmaputra River remains closely linked to 
the tensions between China and India, primarily due to the utilisation of water infrastructure investment as a means of defining and exerting control over territories. This 
paper provides a comprehensive overview over the geopolitics surrounding the river Brahmaputra and the border issues between the two Asian giants India and China. 
Additionally, this paper examines the current state of transboundary water related issues and related security challenges for India and the concept of riparian states and 
its rights in detail.

India’s Evolving Role in Global Politics and Its Challenges
Fardin Rasul, Student of Department of Public Administration, Rajiv Gandhi National Institute of Youth Development, Chandigarh

India, with its vast population, rapidly growing economy, and strategic geographic location has emerged as a significant player in the contemporary global political 
landscape. This paper examines India’s evolving role in international affairs, exploring its significance as a rising power and the challenges it faces in asserting its 
influence. Some of the key factors contributing to India’s growing stature include its economic development, fuelled by technological advancements and a burgeoning 
middle class. India’s demographic dividend, with a large young population, offers immense potential for human capital development and economic growth. Moreover, 
its strategic location, bordering several key regions, including the Indian Ocean and the Himalayas, makes it a pivotal geopolitical actor. Despite its rising influence, 
India faces several challenges in its pursuit of global leadership. Domestic issues such as poverty, inequality, and environmental concerns pose significant obstacles to its 
development. Geopolitical complexities, including tensions with neighbouring countries and competition with regional rivals, further complicate India’s foreign policy. 
This paper analyses these challenges and explores potential strategies for India to overcome them. By addressing domestic issues, strengthening its diplomatic relations, 
and leveraging its economic and military capabilities, India can solidify its position as a responsible and influential global actor.

Indian Foreign Policy: An Analysis of Challenges and Achievements of Modiji’s Government
Dr. Amrita Chaudhary, Assistant Professor, Department of Liberal Arts & Humanities, Swami Vivekanand Subharti University, Meerut (Uttar Pradesh)

Dr. Manoj Kumar Tripathi, Associate Professor & Head, Department of Liberal Arts & Humanities, Swami Vivekanand Subharti University, Meerut (Uttar Pradesh)

Since Narendra Modi assumed office in 2014, Indian foreign policy has experienced a dynamic shift, characterized by a more assertive and strategic approach. This 
research paper explores the key achievements and challenges of Modi’s foreign policy. Notable successes include the reinvigoration of the Act East Policy, which 
has strengthened India’s ties with Southeast Asia, and the Neighbourhood First Policy, which has enhanced relations with several South Asian neighbours. Strategic 
partnerships with major powers such as the United States, Japan, and Russia have been deepened, contributing to India’s growing global influence. Additionally, Modi’s 
emphasis on economic diplomacy has attracted foreign investment and expanded India’s role in global governance through active participation in multilateral forums 
like the UN, G20, and BRICS. However, the paper also highlights significant challenges, including the ongoing border tensions with China, complex relations with 
Pakistan, and the balancing act between maintaining strategic autonomy while fostering ties with both the U.S. and Russia. Domestic criticisms regarding the handling 
of these relationships, as well as challenges in fully realizing economic diplomacy’s potential, are also examined. The paper concludes that while Modi’s foreign policy 
has elevated India’s international standing, it faces persistent geopolitical and economic challenges that require careful navigation.

Cultural and Historical Ties between India and Japan: A Journey through the Ages
Professor Asha Rana, Department of Political Science, S.B.S.G.P.G College, Rudrapur, Udham Singh Nagar (Uttarakhand)

Arpan Nautiyal, Research Scholar, S.B.S.G.P.G College, Rudrapur, Udham Singh Nagar (Uttarakhand)

India and Japan, two of the oldest civilizations in Asia, have shared deep cultural, religious, and intellectual connections for centuries. The Japanese term for India, 
“Tenjiku,” reflects the deep-rooted awareness of India’s significance in Japanese history. The cultural and religious exchanges between the two countries laid the 
foundation for a unique relationship, encompassing not only spiritual and intellectual dimensions but also political and economic interactions. In modern times, the 
historical ties between India and Japan have continued to influence their bilateral relations. The interactions between Indian intellectuals and Japanese scholars, the 
support provided by Japan during India’s struggle for independence, and the post-war cooperation between the two countries have all contributed to the strengthening of 
this relationship.This research paper explores the historical linkages between these two nations, with a focus on the spread of Buddhism, the impact of Japanese monks’ 
travels to India, and the evolving nature of bilateral relations from ancient times to modern history. The study also highlights key events that shaped the political and 
cultural interactions between India and Japan, offering insights into how these interactions have influenced contemporary relations between the two countries.

Strategic Implications of India-Philippines Defence Partnership
Arushi Anthal, Research Scholar, Amity Institute of Defence and Strategic Studies, Amity University, Noida (Uttar Pradesh)

The delivery of the Brahmos supersonic cruise missiles has marked a significant milestone in defence cooperation between India and the Philippines as it also aligns 
with the India’s long-term vison of Viksit Bharat @2047. In this context, cooperation between the two countries could play an important role in further improving 
Indo-Philippine bilateral relations, and promoting regional stability. The initial part of the paper attempts to trace the India-Philippines defence relations from the 
post-independence period to the present wherein the focus is on key treaties, agreements and joint military exercises. The paper also offers an analysis of the strategic 
importance of the India-Philippines relationship in the broader Indo-Pacific region as it discusses the ways both nations are converging, particularly in terms of their 
strategic interests regarding India’s focus on the preservation of freedom of navigation and countering regional threats, and the Philippines’ priorities within maritime 
security and territorial integrity. This is followed by an analysis of how these converging interests can be leveraged to further cement bilateral defence cooperation. 
Key areas for enhanced collaboration have been identified such as maritime security, defence technology transfer, joint military exercises, and cooperation in counter-
terrorism and cybersecurity. Lastly, the paper concludes that defence cooperation between the two states is crucial for maintaining regional stability and enhancing 
India’s defence capabilities, thereby strengthening its global standing.

Dynamics of Contemporary Global Politics
Ashok Bhaurao Waghchaure, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, M S G. College, Malegaon (Maharashtra)

The landscape of contemporary global politics is characterized by a complex interplay of state and non-state actors, economic interdependencies, and multifaceted 
geopolitical tensions. This study explores the evolving dynamics of international relations, focusing on key themes such as the rise of multipolarity, the impact of 
technological advancements, and the shifting nature of power and sovereignty. With the decline of unipolarity post-Cold War and the resurgence of emerging powers 
like China and India, global governance structures face significant challenges in maintaining stability and addressing transnational issues such as climate change, cyber 
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threats, and terrorism. Additionally, the increasing influence of non-state actors, including multinational corporations, international organizations, and non-governmental 
organizations, underscores the diffusion of power beyond traditional state-centric paradigms. This research employs a multidisciplinary approach, drawing from political 
science, economics, and sociology, to analyze how contemporary global politics are shaped by historical legacies, ideological conflicts, and the strategic interests of 
diverse stakeholders. By examining case studies and current geopolitical trends, the study aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of the mechanisms driving 
global political dynamics and their implications for future international relations.

India in Global Politics 
Dr. Meenakshi Sharma, Department of Political Science, Gokul Das Hindu Girls College, Moradabad (Uttar Pradesh)

Babaloo Kumar, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Gokul Das Hindu Girls College, Moradabad (Uttar Pradesh) 

India plays a pivotal role in global politics, driven by its size, economic growth, and strategic location. As the world›s largest democracy and a rising economic power, 
India has increasingly asserted itself on the international stage. Its foreign policy is shaped by a commitment to multilateralism, non-alignment, and strategic autonomy. 
India is an active participant in global forums like the United Nations, G20, BRICS, and the World Trade Organization, where it advocates for the interests of developing 
nations. India›s relationships with major powers, including the United States, Russia, and China, are crucial to its foreign policy. While it maintains strong ties with 
Russia, India has deepened its strategic partnership with the U.S., particularly in defence and technology. However, its relationship with China is marked by competition 
and border tensions. Regionally, India plays a leading role in South Asia and the Indian Ocean, where it aims to counter China›s influence and promote stability. India›s 
Act East Policy and engagements with ASEAN reflect its aspirations to be a key player in the Indo-Pacific. Overall, India›s growing influence in global politics is 
underpinned by its economic and military capabilities, diplomatic engagements, and strategic partnerships.

QUAD as a Pillar in Strengthening Regional and Multilateral Cooperation: Act East Perspective
Chhavi, MA Political Science and International Relations, Central University of Himachal Pradesh, Dharamshala (Himachal Pradesh)

In an era of shifting geopolitical dynamics, India’s rise as a pivotal force in the Indo-Pacific region stands as a defining element in shaping the global order. India’s 
strategic initiatives are pivotal not only for regional stability but also for shaping the future of global multilateral cooperation. This paper examines India’s strategic 
utilization of the QUAD platform as a critical component of its ‘Act East Policy’. It provides a detailed analysis of India’s interests in the QUAD, particularly in 
enhancing regional cooperation and security with a focus on ASEAN countries. The study also explores the potential role of ‘QUAD PLUS’ in expanding India’s 
multilateral engagements within the Indo-Pacific framework. Additionally, this paper delves into India’s strategic vision in the Indo-Pacific, framed around the four 
pillars of the Act East Policy (Commerce, Culture, Connectivity, and Capacity Building). The analysis underscores QUAD’s role in reinforcing India’s strategic position 
and advancing its diplomatic objectives in the Indo-Pacific region.

 India’s Rise as an Indo-Pacific Power: Response and Challenges
Chinmoyee Das, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, S.B Deorah College, Guwahati (Assam)

By any objective measure of material capability, India is a major power in the international system and the consequences of this rise are gradually evident in world 
politics. As India becomes an increasingly important player in today’s globalized world, its stakes in the strategic milieu of different maritime regions, especially the 
Indo-Pacific region are growing. The paper would try to evaluate India’s strategic relationship with the littoral states of the Southeast Asian region through maritime 
engagements in the region. India’s efforts to be seen as important maritime security providing power and the response of these littoral states to India’s call for greater 
cooperation forms an important part of the paper. It argues that India’s engagement in the region is dictated by national security concerns and great power ambitions. It is 
also driven by India’s involvement in the Indo-Pacific Partnership as well as greater expectations by states such as Singapore, Vietnam and Thailand of increased Indian 
commitment in the support of regional maritime security efforts. While India’s bilateral partnerships with Singapore, Malaysia and Indonesia present a decent picture, 
India›s Indo-Pacific policy needs more concerted efforts to aggressively pursue its strategic space as well as robust maneuvering among contesting powers to position 
itself as a responsible maritime power in the region. 

Role of India in Global Politics
Dr. Ghanshyam Rao, Principal, U.R. College, Rosera, Samastipur (Bihar)

India was primarily seen as a poor developing country. It had little visibility in Global Politics. It had little visibility in Global Politics and especially on the global 
economic front. Over the past decade, India has been writing a dynamic new future for itself. This paper examines how India’s emerging economic position in Asia and 
globally is redefining its self-image and perception. A new political role is emerging. India today is one of the most influential countries in the world with a presence in 
all major continents.

Soft Power of India in Global Politics: A Way towards Viksit Bharat @ 2047
Nalini Joshi, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, HNB Garhwal University, Srinagar Garhwal (Uttarakhand)

 With the changing scenarios in global politics and the world being in complete disarray, with the absence of any worldwide leadership and the presence of time bombs 
around the globe, it’s time for India to facilitate its soft power to achieve its national interests. It should not be an era of war, with the advent of globalization and 
the emerging concept of problems without passports (terrorism, health, climate change). Soft power is a better tool for national interests with its perpetual results of 
fabricating the proclivity towards itself in global politics. This paper evaluates the landscape of soft power and analyzes the power platform India needs to strengthen 
towards its goal of Viksit Bharat. India stands with one of the highest capacities in the realm of soft power but still stands at the 29th position in the Global Soft Power 
Index 2024. The paper has been framed through the secondary data and the use of various indices reports. The paper finds the necessity of soft power in the non-war 
era and the steps to be employed by India in the realm of global politics to generate a strategized program with the methodology to achieve the target of Viksit Bharat. 

Bridging Boundaries: Navigating the Dynamics of India-US Relations under the NDA-II Government
Naumi Ram, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Himachal Pradesh University, Shimla (Himachal Pradesh) 

India-US relations have evolved significantly over the past few decades, shifting from a historically complex and cautious partnership to a robust and multifaceted 
alliance. Despite occasional disputes and differing geopolitical interests, the relationship remains central to both countries foreign policies, aiming for a stable and 
prosperous global order. India’s efforts to navigate the power dynamics of 21st Century coincide with its own aspirations for great power status. Under the NDA II 
(National Democratic Alliance) government, India-US relations have witnessed significant strides in various domains. Both countries have strengthened their strategic 
partnership, particularly in defense and security cooperation. Economic ties have also deepened, with increased trade and investment flows. Additionally, collaboration 
in areas such as counterterrorism, space exploration, and technology has expanded. Cultural exchanges and people-to-people contacts have flourished, enhancing mutual 
understanding and friendship. Despite occasional differences, the overall trajectory of India-US relations under the NDA government has been characterized by growing 
cooperation and shared interests, reinforcing the strategic importance of the partnership on the global stage. 

India as a Leader of the Global South: Opportunities and Challenges
Rituraj Borah, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Women’s College, Tinsukia (Assam)

In today’s rapidly changing global platform, India has assumed a pivotal role as the leader of the Global South. When India took G20 Presidency, it basically implied 
its commitment to being the “voice of the Global South”. India’s aspiration to bridge the North-South divide by focusing on practical outcomes rather than ideological 
battles aligns with the changing global dynamics. India’s role as the leader of the Global South carries immense significance in the evolving global order. As it advocates 
for South-South cooperation, India has the opportunity to shape a more equitable and inclusive world. India is a powerful country with a rich culture and heritage. With 
a population of over 1.4 billion people, India is the world’s largest democracy. India has risen as a prime global player. India has maintained its foreign policy in a good 
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and balanced manner. India has been playing a central role in shaping the global governance agenda. India’s foreign assistance to other developing countries, India’s 
role in humanitarian and disaster relief operations, and the attraction as a higher education hub for developing countries in Asia and Africa, are the emerging new soft 
power resources.

Strategic Autonomy in the Era of Great Power Rivalry: India’s Approach 
Sujith R., Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Sikkim University, Gangtok (Sikkim)  

The dynamics of great power politics in the 21st century is characterized by the advanced methodologies and the utilization of sophisticated technologies. The contemporary 
global order has evolved into a multipolar framework, wherein India occupies a distinctive and pivotal role within the realm of international relations. In this intensified 
competition among the global powers, India has embraced a strategic approach centred on national interest and autonomy. This strategic autonomy approach enables 
India to protect its national interests, boost economic growth and strengthen security in the face of mounting power rivalries. Following its Independence, India adopted 
the non-alignment approach, which has since evolved significantly. Presently, the nation has transitioned to a stance of multi-alignment. The Indian Foreign Policy can 
be observed in its shift from the principles of Panchasheel to the contemporary Panchamrit’. The ‘Panchamrith’ has become the new pillar of Indian Foreign policy. This 
strategic shift in foreign policy is primarily because of the changing world and domestic political order. India must cultivate and preserve its relations with multiple great 
powers in this global landscape and protect its security, identity and national interest. In this background, the policy of ‘Panchmrith’ assumes heightened significance. 
It advocates five foundational pillars for India’s Foreign Policy, and these are ‘Samman- dignity and honour; Samvad- greater engagement and dialogue; Samriddhi- 
shared prosperity; Suraksha- regional and global security; and Sanskriti or Sabhyata- cultural and civilisational linkages. When delving further into these foreign policy 
principles, it becomes evident that significant emphasis has been given to strategic autonomy. In this way, India maintains a balance between great powers, safeguards its 
national interests, and enhances its global presence as an emerging global power.  Consequently, this paper thus seeks to analyse India’s strategic autonomy in the 21st 
century in the background of ongoing great power rivalry.

India in Global Politics Special Context in Indo-Pacific Region
Virendra Bahadur Pandey, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, ISDC, University of Allahabad, Prayagraj (Uttar Pradesh)

The decade from the global financial crisis of 2008 to the Corona epidemic of 2020 has witnessed a real change in the global system. The basic nature and rules of 
international relations are changing before our eyes. The new contestation is about artificial intelligence and advanced computing, quantum information and sensing, 
additive robotics and brain-computer interface, advanced materials, hypersonics and biotechnology. This is not just a tough world but also a turbulent and unpredictable 
one. It is marked by the impact of Covid, conflicts in Ukraine and West Asia, climate events, radicalization and terrorism. There is complex geopolitics at work, such as 
the rise of China, the changed posture of the United States, the strategy of Russia, the impact of globalization and the power of new technologies. India seeks to navigate 
these stormy seas without diluting its focus on becoming a leading power. As a vishwa mitra, it seeks the well-being of the Global South and to contribute to global 
good. Aware that norms and rules in the Indo-Pacific are likely to change over time. China is committed to increasing its influence in the Indo-Pacific region. China’s 
expansionist agenda and aggressive foreign policy has a direct impact on India. China’s aggression in the Indo-Pacific region is a major challenge to the rules-based 
world order. India’s role in the Indo-Pacific region has grown due to its strategic location and increasing global profile. India supports ASEAN centrality in the evolving 
Indo-Pacific regional architecture, but also works with groupings such as the Quad, IORA and the BIMSTEC, among others. India also supports a rule-based, open, 
balanced, and stable trade environment in the Indo-Pacific Region.

Navigating India’s G20 Presidency: Assessing the Challenges and Achievements
Dr. Md. Mofidur Rahman, Assistant Professor, Govt. Model College, Borkhola, Cachar (West Bengal)

In the era of global dynamics, as nations globally grapple with a plethora of challenges that transcend borders- such as climate change, social inequality, cyber crime, 
cyber terrorism, poverty, gender inequality, the relevance of inter-governmental forum like G20 becomes increasingly critical. As the world finds itself at the cusp of a 
‘difficult geo-political moment’ when divisions among nations on ideological, political, economic grounds appear to be casting its long shadow, a shared platform for 
dialogue, discussion and cooperation on common agendas becomes more relevant than ever. As world’s largest democracy and a major emerging economy, India find 
itself in a particularly strategic position to shape and influence the discourse around global issues, making its participation in the G20 very significant. Being a significant 
voice of the global south, India plays a pivotal role in bridging the gap between global north and south. Through its leadership and economic policies, India can contribute 
to sustainable and inclusive global economic growth and stability for a better future ahead. In this paper the author argues that India and G20 reinforces the debate of 
relevance of multilateralism in a fluid global order. The G20 presidency helped India to advance its own foreign policy goals and interest including equitable power 
distribution and need for better global south representation in multilateral bodies. The present study is largely qualitative and content-based analysis.

Soft Power Diplomacy of India: Prospects and Challenges 
Manisha Gajraj, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Shree Sawaliyaseth College, Mandfiya, Chittorgarh (Rajasthan)

Soft power is the ability to influence others’ choices without using force or money. It has become an essential instrument in international affairs. India uses media 
presence, educational exchanges, cultural diplomacy, and the advancement of democratic values as part of its soft power strategy. India’s numerous traditions, film 
industry, and yoga all contribute to its rich cultural legacy, which is a major asset in improving its international standing. The country uses these cultural resources 
strategically in an effort to improve its standing abroad and forge diplomatic ties. Additionally, India’s educational institutions draw students from all over the world, 
which strengthens its soft power by spreading its viewpoints and ideals throughout the world. India still has a number of difficulties in spite of these benefits. India’s 
soft power initiatives can find it difficult to match the scope and impact of other countries’ tactics as the fight for influence throughout the globe gets more intense. 
Furthermore, domestic problems like socio-political unrest and economic inequality sometimes make its soft power operations less successful. Furthermore, there are 
potential and challenges associated with the emergence of digital diplomacy, as India’s attempts to project its image online run into problems with narrative control and 
legitimacy. This research assesses the efficacy of India’s soft power diplomacy by using a qualitative methodology and policy framework analysis. It also takes into 
account how India’s strategy may be affected by changes in global geopolitics. The results highlight the fact that although India’s soft power has great potential to raise 
its profile internationally, its effectiveness will depend on how well it handles both internal and external issues and adjusts to the changing global environment. Soft 
power is the ability to influence others’ choices without using force or money. It has become an essential instrument in international affairs. India uses media presence, 
educational exchanges, cultural diplomacy, and the advancement of democratic values as part of its soft power strategy. India’s numerous traditions, film industry, and 
yoga all contribute to its rich cultural legacy, which is a major asset in improving its international standing. This paper examines the dynamics of India’s soft power 
diplomacy and evaluates its opportunities and disadvantages in the current international environment.

India in Global Politics
Amandeep Singh, Student of Law, University of Allahabad, Prayagraj (Uttar Pradesh)

India’s ascent on the global stage is a defining feature of contemporary international relations. As the world’s largest democracy and a burgeoning economic powerhouse, 
India’s influence is expanding across multiple domains. This abstract explores India’s evolving role, examining its strategic autonomy, economic rise, and diplomatic 
engagements. While India’s democratic values and historical non-alignment have shaped its foreign policy, the country is increasingly balancing its relationship between 
major powers. Domestic challenges such as poverty and inequality, continue to influence India’s global ambitions. Ultimately, India’s trajectory will significantly impact 
the geopolitical landscape of the 21st century.

India-Japan Relations in the 21st Century: A Strategic Partnership in the Indo-Pacific
Dr. Parankusham Mukhesh, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Sanskriti Degree College, Hyderabad (Telangana)

The 21st century has witnessed a significant transformation in India-Japan relations, characterized by the emergence of a robust strategic partnership that plays a pivotal 
role in shaping the geopolitical landscape of the Indo-Pacific region. This paper explores the multifaceted dimensions of the India-Japan relationship, driven by shared 
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strategic concerns and mutual interests. Key factors contributing to the deepening ties include both nations’ response to China’s increasingly assertive behaviour, 
the alignment of their security and economic agendas, and the progressive enhancement of defence cooperation. The paper highlights how this strategic partnership 
transcends traditional bilateral ties, positioning India and Japan as central actors in promoting a free, open, and inclusive Indo-Pacific, essential for ensuring regional 
stability and economic prosperity. Furthermore, the research delves into the implications of this partnership for the broader regional balance of power, emphasizing 
its significance as a cornerstone of a rules-based order in the Indo-Pacific. The evolving India-Japan partnership not only reflects the convergence of their strategic 
objectives but also underscores their commitment to collaborating on shared regional and global challenges.

India’s Reach for Great Power Status
Dr. Mithlesh Jayas Mukherji, Independent Researcher, Varanasi (Uttar Pradesh)

Great Powers such as Great Britain, US, the former USSR and China in recent years have been defined by a solid industrial base, a strong economy, a military with a 
global reach and a vibrant scientific research community as well as military-industrial complex. India is a regional Power and for long been considered the next emergent 
Great Power. However, it has been slow to live up to expectations. In the last decade, India’s military has been building up its capabilities including regional small-
scale expeditionary capabilities, but has limited military-industrial though well-developed missile and space capabilities and virtually imports most of its needs. It has 
limited new weapon development capabilities and is in the process of developing these. India has taken steps to achieve power status. It is the 5th largest economy (dollar 
terms) and 3rd largest in PPP terms. It has increased its gold, oil and strategic metal reserves to be counted as amongst the top 10 nations. It is now developing strategic 
industries and has been able to employ its global soft power and regional hard power across the world. But India will need to do much more before it can be considered 
a Great Power.

Maritime Neighbours and India’s Interests: QUAD’s Strategic Role in the Indian Ocean
Rajat Kumar, Research Scholar Department of Political Science, HP University, Shimla (Himachal Pradesh) 

Mahender Singh, Research Scholar, Department of Interdisciplinary, HP University, Shimla (Himachal Pradesh)

The Indian Ocean, a critical region for global trade and security, is increasingly important to India’s strategic interests. India’s maritime neighbours, which include Sri 
Lanka, the Maldives, and Indonesia, play an important role in creating the regional security picture. However, the area is facing new risks, such as China’s growing 
influence, piracy, and illegal marine operations, which represent substantial challenges to India’s national interests. This study investigates the strategic relevance of 
India’s maritime neighbours, as well as the growing threats in the Indian Ocean. It also looks at the role of the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QUAD) in tackling these 
issues. As a collective security framework, QUAD strengthens India’s strategic stance by fostering a free, open, and inclusive Indo-Pacific. Through maritime security 
efforts, Joint military exercises, and diplomatic participation, QUAD serves as a stabilising factor in the area. This study contends that India’s partnership with QUAD is 
critical to protecting its interests, guaranteeing maritime security, and resisting rising geopolitical competition in the Indian Ocean. By harnessing QUAD’s skills, India 
can successfully negotiate the region’s complicated dynamics and strengthen its position as a significant maritime player.

 Rediscovering East: An Evaluation of India’s “Act East” Decade 
Himani Sharma, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science and International Relations, Central University of Himachal Pradesh, Dharamshala (Himachal 
Pradesh)

 India launched the Look East Policy in the early 1990s in an attempt to rejuvenate its historic ties with Southeast Asia. The policy was critical in catapulting India’s 
relations from Sectoral Partnership in 1992 to Strategic Partnership with the ASEAN in 2012. Under the Look East Policy India achieved considerable success in 
developing economic and security ties with the Southeast Asian region. With the assumption of Strategic Partnership India’s ties with Southeast Asia entered a new phase 
which paved the way for the rebranding of the Look East Policy to Act East Policy in 2014. Through the Act East Policy India seeks to pursue the 3 C’s of commerce, 
culture and connectivity with Southeast Asia. The policy is also a response to emerging Indo-Pacific order. With this background in mind, this paper seeks to evaluate 
the last ten years of the Act East Policy. In doing so the paper will provide a critical evaluation of hits and misses in the last decade particularly with reference to the 
paradigms of commerce, culture and connectivity and will propose the way forward for strengthening India’s ties with its neighbours to the East in the succeeding “Act 
East” decade. 

 India-Malaysia Relations: From Friend to Strategic Partner in the 21st Century 
Manoneet Singh, Research Scholar, Bareilly College, Bareilly (UP)

Prof. Vandana Sharma, Professor, Department of Political Science, Bareilly College, Bareilly (UP)

The ties between India and Malaysia can be traced backed to ancient times and marked by different connection like linguistic, cultural and historical but the formal 
diplomatic relations was established with Malaya (predecessor state of Malaysia) in the year 1957.The two countries enjoy a strong friendship but past few decades 
despite having multiple challenges both nations have maintained steady cooperation in the field of Economics, investment , Defence, Education, Cultural, tourism and 
Parliamentary exchanges. Leaders from both the sides visited each other nations mutually. Recently when Malaysian Prime Minister Mr Anwar Ibrahim paid an official 
visit to India on 20 July 2024 India and Malaysia decided to upgrade its ties to a “Comprehensive strategic partnership” which reflected the elevation in the status which 
envisions development of multi-faceted relationships. The paper will discuss in detailed relationships and development in various sector and also discusses issues and 
challenges among both the nations.

India in Global Politics
Sandeep Kumar, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Government Dungar College, Bikaner (Rajasthan)

India’s role in global politics has evolved significantly over the years, reflecting its growing economic, political, and strategic influence on the world stage. Here’s an 
overview of India’s position and activities in global politics: India’s Role in Global Trade Agreements, Impact of India’s Economic Policies on Global Markets, India-
U.S. Strategic Partnership, India-China Relations and Regional Security, India’s Role in South Asia, India’s Engagement in the Indo-Pacific Region, India’s Defense 
Modernization and Global Impact, Counterterrorism Strategies, India’s Role in Global Climate Negotiations, Impact of Environmental Policies on Global Relations, 
Impact of Indian Diaspora on Global Politics, Cultural Diplomacy and Global Influence, India’s Strategic Interests in the Indian Ocean Region, India’s Approach to 
Global Governance Reforms, Human Rights Issues and Foreign Policy, India’s Role in Global Humanitarian Efforts, India’s Technological Advancements and Global 
Influence, Cyber security and International Cooperation, Impact of Global Power Shifts on India’s Foreign Policy, India’s Role in Emerging Multilateral Forums etc. 
India’s role in global politics is multifaceted and continually evolving. As a major economic and strategic power, it is influencing international affairs through its 
economic policies, diplomatic initiatives, security strategies, and cultural outreach. Its position in global politics will likely continue to expand as it navigates both 
opportunities and challenges on the world stage.

Analysing the Relevance of Symbols in Changing Indian Foreign Policy
Dr. Shomaila Warsi, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Kirori Mal College, Delhi

Gaurav Bisaria, LAM Fellow, Department of Political Science, Kirori Mal College, Delhi 

Since assuming office in May 2014, the Narendra Modi government has overseen a remarkable transformation in Indian foreign policy. This shift is evident in the 
ongoing discussions and deliberations in intellectual and political circles. Within a relatively brief period, the Modi administration has managed to establish a unique 
legacy, driven by its ambition to elevate India to the status of a significant global player. Indian foreign policy extensively employs symbols, rituals, and ceremonies, and 
this approach is closely tied to the essence of the state and diplomatic representation. The symbols like the Ashoka Chakra adorning the National Flag to the National 
Emblem and Naval flag represent the changing nature of India’s foreign policy since political signs permeate all aspects of Indian society and foreign policy objectives. 
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This paper aims to study the changes in the national symbols of India, in the light of recent foreign policy developments and how they represent the symbols of change 
and the power of a self-reliant and new India.
 The Responsible Rise: India’s Humanitarian Diplomacy under Modi Government 
Dr. Sibaram Badatya, Assistant Professor in Political Science, Rajendra University, Balangir (Odisha)

Bestowed on the motto of Vasudhaba Kutumbakkam, the efforts towards humanism and humanitarian assistance has been part and partial of Indian civilisation for 
centuries. Throughout the history, it had provided safe harbour for millions of persecuted and exoduses communities which have further increased after independence. 
Besides accommodating refugees, India also reach out to the neighbours in the time of crisis despite its limited resources and machineries. Along with its growing 
aid budge after economic liberation, New Delhi has actively engaged in major humanitarian assistance programmes by sending its men and machineries across the 
borders as a part of its ‘Humanitarian Diplomacy’, resulting immense international appreciation and strengthening its soft power posters in the region and beyond. 
These humanitarian assistance programme have multiplied under the Prime Ministership of Narendra Modi. Besides extending financial assistance worth $48 Billion 
to 65 counties since 2000, India undertook many disaster and humanitarian mission under Modi administration. From assisting in the disaster rescue operation such 
as Operation Maitri in Nepal, Operation Dost in Turkey Operation Karuna in Myanmar Operation Kavery in Sudan to assisting the war-torn countries, India always 
extended its helping hand to the countried in need. While, most of the Indian efforts were well appreciated by internationally, its geopolitical implication generated some 
kind of suspicion in the rivalry circles. In this regard, the present paper is intended to analyse India’s increasing humanitarian diplomacy in transnational humanitarian 
assistance programme and its regional and global geopolitical implications. 

India in Global Politics: Emergence from Soft Power to Major Power
Dr. Chandrakant Yatanoor, Professor, Department of Political Science, Gulbarga University, Kalaburagi (Karnataka)

 The end of cold war, decline of communism and formation of many new nations has placed the international system in a state of transition. In addition to military 
capability, economic strength has also emerged as a measure of a country’s might. Considering its potential, India deserves to aspire for playing the role of a major power 
in South Asia. Since independence, India has made substantial progress in establishing its pre-eminence in the region. Its involvement in the liberation of Bangladesh, 
peace keeping operations in Sri Lanka, suppression of the coup in Maldives and India’s active involvement in the ongoing war between Russia and Ukraine are some 
examples of its superior power status in the emerging world order. While it is not at the receiving end of the dictates of other powerful nations of the world, it does not 
have the leverage to influence international affairs substantially. India’s potential lies in its geo-strategic location, size and island territories in the Indian Ocean. It has 
vast natural resources of which only a limited amount has been exploited. It has a large reserve of human resource in terms of professionals and technically trained 
persons. Its economy is growing, especially with liberalisation and relaxation of governmental controls. Though the response from the developed countries is that of 
caution, the potential of Indian market would continue to lure foreign investors. India has achieved a high degree of self-reliance in the field of science and technology, 
it is yet to exploit its complete potential. Indian political system has established its democratic alignment with seven decades of successful democratic policies. India 
now has an electorate that is responsive to national and international concerns and has repeatedly displayed this ability. India demonstrated its nuclear capability way 
back in 1974 and once again in 1998 with successful nuclear tests. These are significant milestones that would enable India to consolidate its position of eminence 
in the world. India propagates the philosophy of peaceful coexistence amongst its neighbours. It possesses a marked resilience to provocation and does not react 
disproportionately. Attempts to disintegrate India intensify and gradually lose their thrust with the passage of time. Indian approach to such problems is conciliatory 
rather than confrontationist. Considering India’s power potential, India is likely to establish itself not only as a regional power but also as a strong democratic centre by 
2030 AD.

A Survey of the Relationship Between World Bank and India in the Contemporary World.
Dr. Mithilesh Kumar, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, R.D & D.J College, Munger (Bihar)

 World Bank is one of the International Financial institutions, working in the field of international development policies. Its mandate over the years has broadened 
to include various dimension of development. From funding basic infrastructure projects in development, the Bank has expanded its scope of operations to include 
funding programmes in power, education, health, sanitation and poverty reduction through a combination of project and policy-based lending. India is one of the 
founding members of the World Bank. The relationship between India and World Bank is historical and has many phases. During the cold war, the position of India was 
very crucial as India was the largest non-aligned democracy. The reputation of the Bank depends on the success of projects in India. In the phase of globalization, the 
partnership of India and World Bank has been accelerated and the pace is being maintained in the 21st century. The proposed paper seeks to examine the relationship 
between Bank and India historically and its implication in the contemporary World.

 India As Global Power: Prospect and Challenges
Dr. Pushplata Dungdung, Assistant Professor and HOD, Department of Political Science, Paramvir Albert Ekka Memorial College, Chainpur, Gumla (Jharkhand)

Rising power of India in world arena has led to speculation and expectation about how it is going to become a major actor in the global politics. In this article focus is 
laid on the Indian foreign and economic policy shaping the India’s future course and solidifying its foundation as global power being world’s third largest economy. 
Post-Independence idealism rooted the non- alignment foreign policy during the cold war era challenged the bi-polar dominance in the global politics. Over the years 
India has evolved to navigate her capabilities through both idealism and realism engaging with major powers like USA, China and Russia. In recent years India has 
also broadened its economic diplomacy to enhance its diplomatic ties both regionally and cross-continent. India has also evolved into international roles of providing 
regional and global security and adapting strategies in regard to changing geopolitics and economic- military capabilities. Thus, India’s evolving global priorities reflect 
its ambition to assert itself as significant player in global politics despite facing various challenges.

 India- China in South Asia and The New Global World Order in the 21st Century
Dr. Shama Sonali, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukherjee University, Ranchi (Jharkhand)

China and India have been competing in global politics to establish dominance in the 21st Century. The relationship between the two Asian giants goes back to ancient 
times when travellers from China came to India to study Buddhism and establish trade relations. After independence, both nations enjoyed a decade of cordial ties but, 
the 1962 war changed the whole dynamics of the bilateral ties and the South Asian geo-political scenario. The end of the Cold War in 1991 provided a more benign global 
environment for China and India’s growth but has added an element of competition too. The 21st Century marks a new beginning in the dimensions and factors that have 
guided Sino-India relations and have resulted in changed dynamics within South Asia. China’s all-weather friendship with Pakistan and its growing influence in South 
Asian countries like Bangladesh, Nepal, Afghanistan, Sri Lanka, Bhutan, and Myanmar can be seen as a clear strategy to counter India in its backyard. The eagerness of 
both nations to play a dynamic and significant role in the new global world order makes the ties more defining and competitive in the 21st Century. This research paper 
will bring out the intertwined dynamism of China and India in South Asia and analyze how both neighbours are playing a vital role in defining the new global order 
through various mechanisms and the interplay of foreign policy initiatives.

 Leveraging Soft Power: India’s Impact on Global Governance
Jyoti, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Panjab University, Chandigarh.

India’s influence in global governance is gradually shaped by its strategic deployment of soft power, which leverages its rich cultural heritage, democratic values, and 
unique approach to cultural diplomacy to strengthen international relations. This study investigates how India employs its soft power assets to enhance its global standing 
and advance its interests in the realm of global governance. The research employs a qualitative methodology, drawing on primary sources such as government documents, 
policy statements, and official speeches, as well as secondary sources including academic literature, think tank analyses, and media publications. Additionally, this 
research highlights challenges, such as domestic socio-economic issues and perceptions of corruption, that can potentially hinder the efficacy of India’s soft power. It 
argues that by addressing these challenges and further enhancing its cultural diplomacy, India can significantly fortify its influence in global governance, fostering a 
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more inclusive and just global order.
 The Emerging Dynamics of Indo-Russian Nuclear Cooperation (2014-2024)

Nalinie Sharma, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar (Punjab)

In the 21st century, India signed multiple civil nuclear agreements with several countries like the US, Russia, the UK, etc. Despite being a non-signatory to the Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT), India signed a civil nuclear agreement with the US in 2008, when the Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) that controls the export of nuclear 
technology granted India a waiver at the behest of the US and allowed the latter nuclear exports to India. However, unlike the Indo-US nuclear agreement, the 2009 
Indo-Russia civil nuclear cooperation agreement was devoid of any constraints such as the return of fuel and equipment supplied to India if the civil nuclear agreement 
is terminated. Consequently, Russia has emerged as India’s most critical partner with tremendous growth in nuke cooperation. The thriving nuclear cooperation between 
the two countries has been identified as a “significant component of strategic partnership. During the India-Russia Annual Summit in 2024, both countries promised 
to expand further this area of cooperation beyond the flagship Kudankulam nuclear power project, such as in non-energy applications of nuclear technologies, nuclear 
cooperation in third countries, collaboration in the nuclear fuel cycle, etc. However, the Indo-Russian nuclear cooperation has caused discomfort in the US from 
time to time. One of the key foreign policy objectives of the Modi Government is to join the NSG which is stalled due to Beijing’s hard stance, wherein India needs 
support of both Russia and the US. Using qualitative research methodology, the paper underscores the brilliant past and the similarly expected future journey of India-
Russia nuclear cooperation. The research findings will be made through content-analysis technique and descriptive research method. Further the historical analysis and 
comparative method will also be applied. In brief, against all this background, using both primary and secondary data, the research paper examines India’s civil nuclear 
cooperation journey in the last decade (2014-2024), with special reference to Russia amid emerging geopolitical dynamics and prospects. 

 The Russia-Ukraine War: A Catalyst for Nuclear Proliferation in South Asia
Nilesh Anand, Research Scholar, Department of Gandhian & Peace Studies, Mahatma Gandhi Central University, Motihari (Bihar)

The Russia-Ukraine war has profound implications for global security, potentially accelerating nuclear proliferation in South Asia. From a realist perspective, the conflict 
highlights the critical role of military power and nuclear deterrence as states prioritize survival in an anarchic international system. This is particularly pertinent in South 
Asia, where longstanding rivalries and security dilemmas between India and Pakistan persist. The war reinforces the belief that robust nuclear arsenals are essential for 
deterrence and sovereignty. As a key regional power with significant nuclear capabilities, India plays a crucial role in shaping the nuclear dynamics of South Asia. India’s 
nuclear modernization efforts, stance on non-proliferation, and its strategic interactions with both global and regional powers will significantly influence the region’s 
stability. This study examines how the Russia-Ukraine conflict is reshaping nuclear strategies in South Asia, highlighting the implications for regional security and the 
broader international order.

 Geo Politics as A Factor in Indo-Pacific Region
 Prof. A.K. Paricha, Retired Professor of Political Science, Berhampur University, Berhampur (Odisha)

Geopolitical has always been a factor in development debates and development co-operation. In the last decade, this competition has heightened with China’s global 
rise- economically strategically and geopolitically. As a result, traditional global and regional powers such as United States. The European Union, Japan and Australia 
developed strategies to manage, balance or counter this rise. Consequently, emerging Indo-Pacific framework and strategies are shaping and dominating the discourse on 
global good. Political, including development co-operation. China’s powerful rise and the subsequent proliferation of Indo-Pacific strategies to counter the rise has been 
the key driver of this dynamics. While the compilation can breed division between and within countries and regions, it can also give rise to increased multi-polaristic and 
positive outcome. Competition and new strategies can offer opportunity to partner countries towards their own development agenda. Competition provides choice and 
opportunities for decision making. China’s expanding geopolitical, economic and investment footprint has resulted in multiple Indo-pacific strategies. These strategies 
implicitly or explicitly included as a counterweight to counter the rising influence of China. These strategies from the relationship with China, as competitive, rival and 
/ or collaborative depending on the sphere of engagement. China views Indo-Pacific strategies with suspicion and sees them as a challenge to its interests in the region.

Multi-Alignment in the 21st Century: India’s Quest for Strategic Autonomy in Changing Global Power Structures
Prof. M. Krishna Kumar, Head, Department of Political Science, University College of Arts & Social Sciences, Osmania University, Hyderabad (Telangana)

India’s foreign policy has experienced a marked shift in recent years, evolving from its historical stance of non-alignment to a nuanced and dynamic strategy of multi-
alignment. This paper explores India’s approach to navigating strategic autonomy amidst a rapidly shifting global order, where traditional power structures are being 
redefined and new geopolitical challenges are emerging. India’s multi-alignment strategy involves engaging with a diverse array of global and regional powers, including 
the United States, Russia, China, Japan, and regional coalitions such as the Quad. It enables India to balance its relationships without aligning exclusively with any 
one power bloc, thereby maintaining its independence while expanding its strategic partnerships. The paper argues that this shift is not merely a pragmatic response to 
external pressures but a strategy that reflects India’s aspirations to play a more influential role in global governance. By analysing key areas of India’s foreign policy—
such as defence cooperation, economic partnerships, and diplomatic engagements—this paper highlights how India is leveraging multi-alignment to secure its national 
interests, enhance its global standing, and achieve strategic autonomy. Ultimately, India’s multi-alignment is positioned as a forward-looking strategy that seeks to 
navigate the complexities of a multipolar world.

 An Analysis of India’s Soft Power in Afghanistan
Rakesh Yadav, Junior Research Fellow, Department of Political Science, NGBDU, Prayagraj (Uttar Pradesh)

India has actively pursued soft power (co-optive) strategies in Afghanistan to enhance its influence and promote positive relations. India has won the hearts and minds 
of Afghanistan through economic aid, humanitarian assistance, educational exchanges, cultural diplomacy. Sports diplomacy has also played a pivotal role in enhancing 
people to people ties between the two countries. Afghanistan cricket board has been allotted three cricket home grounds in India. India is also involved in construction 
of cricket stadiums. Indian FMCG, Amul was the sponsor for Afghan National Cricket Team for the ICC Cricket World Cup in 2019 and 2023. As Afghanistan continues 
to provide a complex political landscape, India’s soft will remain a crucial component of its engagement strategy despite several challenges. This paper examines 
India’s soft power policy in Afghanistan since 2001. The method used in this research is analytical and explanatory. The research for this study is based on primary and 
secondary resources. 

 Soft Power Diplomacy: Enhancing India Maldives Cooperation 
Sakshi Hoon, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, University of Lucknow, Lucknow (U.P.)

This paper explores the significant role of soft power diplomacy in enhancing cooperation between India and the Maldives. Soft power characterized by cultural 
influence, political values, and foreign policy has become a keystone of India’s strategy to strengthen bilateral relations with the Maldives. The paper examines how 
India’s cultural outreach, educational exchanges, and humanitarian aid have promoted goodwill and mutual understanding. It also highlights key diplomatic initiatives 
and agreements that have consolidated the partnership between the two nations. By harnessing soft power India has not only reinforced its presence in the Indian Ocean 
region but also promoted regional stability and prosperity. This analysis highlights the effectiveness of soft power as a tool for diplomatic engagement and it’s potential 
to further deepen India- Maldives cooperation in the future.

 The Impact of Global Politics on India-Russia Relations
Vidasmita, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi

The impact of global politics on India-Russia relations has been significant, influencing the trajectory of their bilateral ties. As global power dynamics shift, India and 
Russia have navigated challenges stemming from divergent geopolitical interests, particularly in relation to the West and China. The ongoing Ukraine conflict and 
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Western sanctions on Russia have complicated India’s strategic balancing act, as it seeks to maintain its historical partnership with Moscow while strengthening ties 
with Western nations. This evolving landscape underscores the resilience and adaptability of India-Russia relations, highlighting the interplay between global political 
developments and bilateral cooperation in defense, energy, and multilateral forums.

 A Study of China Factor in South Asia Region in the Context of India-Maldives Relations.
Shubham Bishnoi, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Banasthali Vidyapith, Banasthali (Rajasthan)

Ravi Dass Research Scholar, Department of Geography, Central University of Haryana, Mahendergarh (Haryana)

Dr. Monika Dara, Assistant Professor, Post Graduate Government College, Chandigarh

In recent years, South Asia has emerged as the center of geopolitical dynamism and power gravity. At the center of this power gravity is the hegemonic attitude of 
Western nations on one side and the expansionist tendency of China, which has emerged as a regional actor, on the other. India, as a vibrant and lively democracy, has 
always been a democratic liberal nation among its neighbours. Since independence in 1947, India has successfully addressed internal and external challenges. Whether it 
is relations with Maldives or the series of socio-economic development like health, education, tourism, disaster management, maritime security etc. in Maldives, Indian 
efforts in the opportunistic era of infrastructure there have always been appreciated. Recently Maldives is poised to become an ally for China’s expansion in South Asia, 
which appears to be providing a strategic challenge to India in the Indo-Pacific. This research paper reflects on the efforts made to re-establish the relationship between 
the phases of regional stability by critically analyzing all those efforts and exploring the findings through primary and secondary data collection methods.

 India’s Strategic Engagement within an Evolving Multilateral Order
Akriti Khajuria, Research Scholar, Amity Institute of International Studies, Amity University Uttar Pradesh, Noida (Uttar Pradesh)

As global dynamics shift, the boundaries between India’s self-interest and the contours of the evolving multilateral order have increasingly blurred. India’s rise as a key 
player in South-South cooperation and its proactive engagement in multilateral diplomacy suggests that the nations may have no choice but to influence this changing 
order to sustain its own interests. India’s initiatives, such as the ‘Vishwa Mitra’ program, and its leadership roles in platforms like BRICS, the International Solar 
Alliance, and the G20, highlight its capability to forge a more inclusive and equitable global order. This research aims to analyse India’s political will, the resources, and 
the strategic vision necessary to shape the multilateral landscape amidst complex global and domestic challenges. However, the study raises some critical questions: Can 
India lead in this evolving global environment? Moreover, how do India’s troubled neighbourhood and intricate domestic politics impact its capacity to take a forward-
leaning stance on multilateralism? The research delves into India’s strategic responses to these questions, examining how its policies, diplomatic outlines, and intellectual 
capital are situated to influence the global order. By assessing the strategic, economic and diplomatic engagements, the paper suggests that India’s active participation in 
shaping the multilateral order is not merely an option but a necessity for securing its national interests. Despite the complexities of its regional and domestic landscape, 
India’s sustained engagement in multilateral diplomacy, driven by its strategic needs and global aspirations, positions it as a pivotal player in the reconfiguration of global 
governance. India has to continue to refine its diplomatic tools and leverage its intellectual and political resources for effective negotiations and shaping the evolving 
multilateral order.

 India-Russia Trade and Economic Relations: Current Status and Future Prospects
Anup Kumar Jha, PhD Research Scholar, Department of Economics, Patliputra University, Patna (Bihar)

This research paper examines the current status and future prospects of India-Russia trade and economic relations. Building upon a longstanding strategic partnership, 
the two nations have fostered economic ties marked by significant untapped potential yet constrained by various challenges. This study analyses the current trends and 
patterns in India-Russia trade, identifies the key drivers and constraints of economic cooperation, and assesses the potential for future growth and diversification in 
various sectors. The study employs a mixed-methods approach, incorporating both qualitative and quantitative data from diverse sources, to examine bilateral trade 
flows, investment patterns, and sectoral cooperation. It underscores the promising avenues for growth in established sectors such as energy, defence, and pharmaceuticals, 
alongside emerging areas like agriculture, infrastructure, and digital technologies. While the existing free trade agreement (India–EAEU) and complementary economic 
structures offer a fertile ground for enhanced cooperation, geopolitical complexities, logistical hurdles, and regulatory barriers pose significant challenges. To address 
these constraints and unlock the full potential of bilateral economic ties, the research proposes policy recommendations focused on streamlining trade facilitation, 
improving infrastructure connectivity, and fostering greater information exchange. In conclusion, this study offers a nuanced understanding of the dynamics shaping 
India-Russia economic relations. It highlights the imperative for both nations to proactively navigate existing challenges and leverage emerging opportunities to achieve 
deeper economic integration and mutual prosperity. By addressing existing constraints and proactively pursuing new opportunities, both countries can unlock the full 
benefits of their strategic partnership and achieve greater economic prosperity.

 India in Global Politics
Babaloo Kumar, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, MJP Rohilkhand University, Bareilly (Uttar Pradesh)

Dr. Meenakshi Sharma, Department of Political Science, Gokul Das Hindu Girls’ College, Moradabad (Uttar Pradesh)

India plays a pivotal role in global politics, driven by its size, economic growth, and strategic location. As the world’s largest democracy and a rising economic power, 
India has increasingly asserted itself on the international stage. Its foreign policy is shaped by a commitment to multilateralism, non-alignment, and strategic autonomy. 
India is an active participant in global forums like the United Nations, G20, BRICS, and the World Trade Organization, where it advocates for the interests of developing 
nations. India’s relationships with major powers, including the United States, Russia, and China, are crucial to its foreign policy. While it maintains strong ties with 
Russia, India has deepened its strategic partnership with the U.S., particularly in defence and technology. However, its relationship with China is marked by competition 
and border tensions. Regionally, India plays a leading role in South Asia and the Indian Ocean, where it aims to counter China’s influence and promote stability. India’s 
Act East Policy and engagements with ASEAN reflect its aspirations to be a key player in the Indo-Pacific. Overall, India’s growing influence in global politics is 
underpinned by its economic and military capabilities, diplomatic engagements, and strategic partnerships.

India’s Strategic Position in the WTO: Navigating Geopolitical Challenges and Opportunities in 2024
Dr. D.S. Makkalanban, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Kumaraguru College of Liberal Arts and Science, Coimbatore (Tamil Nadu) 

In 2024, India’s strategic position within the World Trade Organization (WTO) is shaped by the complex interplay of geopolitical challenges and opportunities. As 
the global trade landscape becomes increasingly multipolar, India is leveraging its role in the WTO to safeguard its economic interests and enhance its influence. Key 
challenges include navigating the shifting power dynamics between major economies, particularly in light of rising protectionism and regional trade agreements. At the 
same time, India’s commitment to strategic autonomy allows it to maintain a balanced approach, aligning with partners when beneficial while protecting its sovereignty 
in trade decisions. Opportunities for India include capitalizing on emerging markets and positioning itself as a leader among developing countries in advocating for fairer 
trade practices. Additionally, the research paper will explore the level of India’s engagement in the WTO which is crucial for addressing global concerns such as climate 
change, digital trade, and sustainable development, where it seeks to play a pivotal role. Overall, the article will explore India’s ability to navigate these geopolitical 
complexities which determine its success in strengthening its position within the WTO and the broader global trading system in 2024.

 India in Global Politics 
Dr. Aaditya Swaroop, Guest Faculty, Department of Political Science, NCWEB Centre, Jesus and Mary College, Delhi

According to the majority of economic predictions made following the worldwide financial meltdown of 2008–2009, China and India will surpass the United States of 
America to become the largest and second-largest economies in the world, correspondingly, by 2030. India is seen as a global power because of this, moving beyond 
its regional status. The current “Cold War” between the US and China, along with the COVID-19 epidemic, may bring fresh prospects as well as challenges for India. 



46 Viksit Bharat @ 2047

India is going to keep its own route in its dealings with the world, one that is characterised by its cultural heritage, its fundamental national interests, and its financial 
achievements and skills, even as it deals with immediate economic and geopolitical concerns. This conference paper explores why India, with its emphasis on growth and 
development of its economy, looks for regional and international economic and security environments that support achieving these goals. First, the investigation makes 
the argument that India, a growing state, has stayed true to international cooperation in the domains of security and economic development. The current international 
regimes regulation has been followed, in the areas of trade, and non-proliferation of nuclear weapons. India has moreover backed an international response to the 
problem of global warming.

 Redefining Global Power: India’s Role in the 21st Century
Dr. Ashish Kumar Thakur, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Sri Venkateswara College, Delhi 

The philosophical foundation of India’s foreign policy is based on the ideals of democracy, prosperity, non-violence, spirituality, peace, humanity, dignity, Sanskriti 
(culture and civilization) and commitment towards the principles of anticolonialism, non-alignment, and anti-racialism at the world stage. (Rana, 1970) The exhaustive 
nature of the changes in the 21st century demands a relooking into foreign policy-making—engaging states bilaterally, trilaterally or multilaterally. At a time of global 
turmoil and uncertainty, India took on the presidency of the G20. With the diverse and changing notion of war and security issues in contemporary times—from space 
to digital, the question in India’s foreign policy-making is—what alternatives can India provide for a sustainable, inclusive, and humane world? The G20 presidency has 
come at an apt time for India, providing it with an opportunity to showcase its leadership role, capabilities and willingness to play a key role in setting norms, taking 
responsibility and further shaping outcomes. (Pant, 2022) The role of India as a swing state shaping the emerging world order coincided with the rise of India and the 
reinvention of Indian foreign policy. In this context, the article contextualizes the changing dynamics of India’s foreign policy.

 Indian and Russian Engagement in Afghanistan
Dr. Pravin Chand Singh, PGT Teacher, Shaheed Hemu Kalani Govt. Sarvodaya Baal Vidyalaya, Lajpat Nagar, New Delhi

The engagement of India and Russia in Afghanistan has been influenced by a range of factors including geopolitical, security, and economic concerns in the war-torn 
country. Historically, both nations have played distinct yet complementary roles. India has focused on increasing its influence through development aid, infrastructure 
projects, and capacity-building efforts, aiming to promote stability and counter the influence of regional rivals like Pakistan. In contrast, Russia’s engagement has been 
more cautious and security-oriented, driven by concerns about terrorism, drug trafficking, and regional instability, and reflecting its historical experiences and strategic 
interests in Central Asia. In recent years, the engagement strategies of India and Russia have shifted, particularly in response to the U.S. withdrawal, followed by the 
Taliban’s return to power in 2021. India experienced setbacks due to its non-recognition of the Taliban government and a temporary diplomatic withdrawal. Conversely, 
Russia has adopted a pragmatic approach, engaging in dialogue with the Taliban while maintaining relations with other regional players. India continues to emphasize 
soft power and development, while Russia prioritizes security cooperation and regional diplomacy. Despite differing methods, both countries share mutual concerns over 
terrorism and regional instability. This paper explores the dynamics of Indo-Russian cooperation in Afghanistan, examining historical context, strategic objectives, and 
the impact of their engagement on the broader regional geopolitical landscape. It also discusses the challenges and opportunities each country encounters as the situation 
in Afghanistan changes, emphasizing how their respective approaches are crucial for determining the future stability and security of the region.

Top of Form Bottom of Form
Between Shores: The Evolution and Dynamics of India-Maldives Relations 

Ashish Keserwani, Ph.D. Scholar, Amity Institute of International Studies, Amity University, Noida (Uttar Pradesh)

Dr. Shreesh K Pathak, Assistant Professor, Amity Institute of International Studies, Amity University, Noida (Uttar Pradesh) 

India-Maldives have common historical roots and have centuries-old economic and cultural ties. They enjoy close, cordial and multidimensional relationships which 
evolved significantly over the decades. Their connection is influenced by changes in domestic politics, geopolitical dynamics and strategic interests of both nations. This 
study explores their bilateral relationships from their historical ties to current dynamics. This study begins with the historical context and background of India-Maldives 
relations outlining key developments. It explores political developments between them covering roller coaster situations between these two nations. It also explores the 
strategic importance of Maldives for the security of India and the Region. This paper also covers the challenges that these two nations face in their bilateral engagements. 
It includes China’s growing influence and increasing Islamic radicalisation. Key challenges such as maritime security concerns and the influence of external factors are 
also analysed. It also focuses on the subject that while there have been significant successes in different aspects such as strategic agreements, collaborations and economic 
aid but some ongoing challenges also need to be addressed. This paper is qualitative research in which mostly secondary sources are used but primary sources are also 
used to analyse the issue. This paper concludes with the current state of play and it offers potential solutions to strengthen their bond and manage conflicts. 

Chabahar Port Agreement of India Brings Connectivity to the Central Asian Region
Dr. Md. Ehtesham Khan, Professor & Former Head, Department of Political Science, Magadh University, Bodh Gaya (Bihar)

India’s engagement with Chabahar dates bank to 2002 when discussion commenced between Iranian and Indian officials, and a roadmap for strategic cooperation was 
signed during president Khatami’s 2003 visit to India. This project saw sporadic progress over the years, mainly due to geopolitical reason, got a booster on May 13th, 
2024 as India and Iran signed a long – term agreement to further develop and operate the port. India’s west coast is easily accessible from the Chabahar Port which is 
situated on Iran’s southwest coast. In the international North-South transport corridor (INSTC), it also serves as a vital link. The long-term agreement will solidify India’s 
expanding role in this region and specially through the INSTC, a road and rail project, the Port will provide Indian commodities a gateway to land locked Afghanistan 
and central Asia region and beyond. It will be in great interest for India to integrate the INSTC with Chabahar Port in Iran to access the resource rich central Asian region, 
because Pakistan blocking the Indian land connectivity in the region is a major challenge to India’s central Asia plans. In this proposed paper I will discuss the challenges 
and how India is trying its best to overcome it. Thus, India’s foreign policy is in the process of forming a critical balance of real politic and moral politic, so that India 
could be able to achieve a great power status.

India in World Politics: India’s Leadership Role in A Changing World Order
Anchal, Research Scholar, Political Science Department, St. John College, Agra (Uttar Pradesh)

Dr. Wijeesh Ronit Saimon, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, St. John College, Agra (Uttar Pradesh) 

The expansion of India as a global force in the 21st century has garnered major interest due to its leadership in a constantly changing global framework. India has 
had an impact on global governance, international trade, and security since its post-colonial non-alignment policies and continues to the present with its strategic 
alignments. “Viksit Bharat @ 2047” has been officially launched, further establishing India as a frontrunner in the battle against climate change, technological progress, 
and the encouragement of global cooperation. Our goal is to elevate India to the status of a global powerhouse, in addition to its status as a regional powerhouse. This 
study analyses India’s changing role in global politics, considering and its utilisation of both soft and hard power strategies, as well as its aspirations for leadership in 
international organisations. This statement asserts that India’s leadership in the 21st century is characterised by multiple aspects, including economic growth, diplomatic 
expertise, and a strategic approach that maintains a balance between established alliances and new relationships. Additionally, India advocates for a multipolar world.

India as a Global Power: Prospects and Challenges 
Jyoti Singh, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science & Humanities, Indira Gandhi National Tribal University, Amarkantak (Madhya Pradesh) 

India is known as a regional power in the South Asian region; since 1970, India has had a status of potential power in the post-Cold War period. India is still trying 
to become a global power by increasing its engagement in global affairs, opening the market for business and establishing good relations with global powers and 
neighbouring countries. If we look at history, we find that India has played a significant role in the maintenance of peace and security in the world and also contributed 



47 Viksit Bharat @ 2047

to international institutions. Even India has supported the United Nations Charter and is a follower of democratic values. After all these efforts, India is not known as a 
global leader. This paper aims to discover the factors that are becoming hurdles for India in getting the status of a global power. This paper also provides an understanding 
of the concept and elements of global power along with internal and external factors which can make India a global power in world politics. The main focus of this paper 
is to analyze factors that are becoming a problem for India. This paper also suggests tackling that problem and making India a global power.

 Emerging New World Order: Russian Perspectives
Dr Manabhanjan Meher, Assistant Professor, Department of South and Central Asian Studies, Central University of Punjab, Bathinda (Punjab)

The US-led liberal world order that emerged after the end of the Cold War has been shaken in last few years. The Russian special military operation in Ukraine on 
February 24, 2022 represents a major historical turning point in this context. By that time, the Ukrainian conflict had been going on for almost eight years, if not even 
longer. Following the dissolution of the USSR, the US and its allies embarked on a course of a military and political takeover of the former Soviet sphere of influence, 
and NATO became the main instrument in achieving this. The United States’ pursuit of Ukraine’s membership in NATO began almost as soon as Ukraine became 
independent. The West believed that Russian leadership didn’t have the right to set conditions and must only follow the rules set by the stronger and more successful 
Western community. This is how the EU eventually got involved in the current Ukraine war. In the meanwhile, Russia has also failed to hold together the rapidly coming 
apart post-Soviet space that Moscow has perceived as a natural and lawful sphere of its interests. Russia’s current official vision of world order is based on the 
concept of multipolarity/polycentricity, and this approach has remained relatively consistent since the mid-1990s. The multipolarity was proposed by Russia’s 
then–minister of foreign affairs, E. Primakov, in 1996. In 2007, speaking at the annual Munich Security Conference, the Russian president criticized the unipolar 
world order and fixed Russia’s status as a supporter of an exclusively multipolar system of International Relations. This paper would highlight the nuances that 
led to rise of such confrontations among the major powers. It also study responses of Global South countries in such conditions and the role in multipolar world order.

 From Regional Power to Global Influencer: India’s Political Evolution
Parsuram Sahoo, PhD Research Scholar, Department of Politics and International Studies, Pondicherry University, Puduchchery

This article examines India’s transformation from a regional power to a global influencer in global politics. It explores India’s economic rise, establishing it as one of 
the world’s largest and fastest-growing economies, significantly impacting global trade and investment. India’s strategic alliances with major powers, including the 
United States, Russia, the European Union, and Japan, highlight its geopolitical clout and commitment to regional stability. In South Asia, India’s leadership is evident 
through its roles in SAARC and BIMSTEC. The article highlights India’s advanced defense capabilities, responsible nuclear stance, and contributions to global security. 
India’s proactive climate change efforts, including ambitious renewable energy targets and leadership in the International Solar Alliance, showcase its commitment 
to sustainability. India’s active participation in the United Nations, advocating for reforms and contributing to peacekeeping missions, underscores its dedication to 
multilateralism. The article also discusses India’s soft power, cultural heritage, and the influential Indian diaspora. Additionally, India’s leadership in global trade and the 
technology sector is emphasized, demonstrating its influence in organizations like the WTO. As the world transitions to a multipolar order, India’s balanced approach to 
leveraging both hard and soft power positions it as a pivotal player poised to shape the future of global politics.

India’s Growing Influence in Global Governance and Multilateral Diplomacy
Dr. Snigdha Tripathi, Department of Political Science, D.D.U. Gorakhpur University, Gorakhpur (U.P.) 

India’s expanding role in global governance and multilateral diplomacy signals a pivotal transformation in the international landscape. As the world’s largest democracy 
and a rapidly growing economy, India has increasingly asserted its presence on the global stage. Its active participation in multilateral forums such as the United Nations, 
G20, BRICS, and the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) reflects its strategic intent to shape global norms and policies. India’s leadership in climate negotiations, 
its role in advocating for developing countries’ interests, and its push for reforms in international institutions like the UN Security Council demonstrate its commitment 
to a more equitable global governance structure. India’s diplomacy has evolved from a non-aligned stance to a more assertive and pragmatic approach, seeking strategic 
partnerships while maintaining its strategic autonomy. The Indo-Pacific region, in particular, has become a focal point of India’s foreign policy, where it seeks to balance 
relationships with major powers such as the United States, China, and Russia. Furthermore, India’s initiatives in vaccine diplomacy during the COVID-19 pandemic and 
its emphasis on digital governance and cybersecurity highlight its adaptability to new global challenges. As India continues to rise, its influence in shaping the global 
governance architecture is likely to expand, making it a key player in the evolving geopolitical landscape.

 India in Global Politics
Dr K. Elango, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, L. N Government College, Ponneri, Chennai (Tamil Nadu)

India’s growing economic and military prowess has significantly enhanced its global standing, enabling the country to play a more influential role in international 
relations. This paper examines India’s evolving position in global politics, exploring its relationships with major powers, regional dynamics, and multilateral institutions. 
We analyze India’s strategic partnerships with the US, Russia, and China, as well as its engagement with regional organizations like the South Asian Association for 
Regional Cooperation (SAARC) and the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC). Furthermore, we discuss India’s 
participation in global governance frameworks, including the United Nations, the G20, and the BRICS grouping. The paper highlights India’s diplomatic efforts to 
address pressing global challenges such as climate change, terrorism, and pandemics, while also pursuing its national interests. As India continues to rise as a global 
player, this paper provides insights into its complex and multifaceted role in shaping international relations.

 India in Global Politics
 Sonika Kadian, Junior Research Fellow, Department of Political Science, Baba Mastnath University, Rohtak (Haryana)

India is a rising global power that has a significant influence on how modern international relations are shaped. India has become a major force in world affairs thanks 
to its strong military, strategically located, and quickly expanding economy. Its foreign policy, which is distinguished by a combination of historical non-alignment and 
strategic pragmatism, shows a sophisticated approach to international problems ranging from climate change to regional security. India’s participation in international 
organizations like the G20, BRICS, and UN highlights its determination to form a multipolar global order. India also plays a significant role in regional stability and 
global governance, as seen by its strategic alliances with the US, Russia, and the EU, as well as its regional initiatives in South Asia and the Indian Ocean.

India’s Advancements and Their Influence on the Indo-Pacific Economic Decoupling Dynamics
Dr. Archana Gupta, Associate Professor, Head of Department, Political Science and International Relations, IIS, Jaipur (Rajasthan) 

Shivangi Shrivastava, Research Scholar, Political Science and International Relations, IIS, Jaipur (Rajasthan) 

The Indo-Pacific region, stretching from India to Chile, is witnessing significant economic expansion alongside increasing competition between the US and China. This 
article examines the economic decoupling suggests that the United States and China may develop divergent standards and technologies, leading to the establishment of 
increasingly separate and independent supply chains in the future and ultimately, they challenge how companies expand, plan, function, distribute resources, and recruit 
talent worldwide. The significant consequences of economic separation between the U.S. and China regarding countries in the Indo-Pacific region. It emphasizes the 
intricate and diverse effects on trade, investment, technology, geopolitical relationships, and economic development, while also acknowledging the possibility for these 
countries to discover chances through diversification and regional collaboration. In this article explores the India’s approach to economic decoupling in the Indo-Pacific 
region is multifaceted, aiming to lessen dependence on specific countries, particularly China, while simultaneously boosting its presence and influence in the region. 
Nevertheless, a dedication to sustainable development, strategic investments, and international diplomacy will be crucial in shaping its future position in the global arena.

India’s Non-Alignment Strategy: Neutrality to Global Influence in the Multipolar World Order
Euch Lilian, Ph.D. Research Scholar, Department of Politics and Public Administration University of Madras, Chennai (Tamilnadu)
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Dr. S. Parthiban, Assistant Professor, Department of Politics and Public Administration, University of Madras, Chennai (Tamilnadu)

The geopolitical strife in the multipolar world order has created stress and a volatile balance of power, leading to conflicts. India’s role in world affairs and its diplomatic 
reach have echoed as the voice of the Global South. India’s rise as a global power with non-alignment and a humanistic approach has impacted global affairs towards an 
egalitarian, inclusive and representative world order. The strategic balancing between Russia and the U.S, its independent stand on engaging with Russia amid Western 
sanctions, Russo –Ukraine war, the balancing between Iran and Israel, engaging with Sunnite Saudi Arabia and Shiite Iran, the call for restraint on the Israel-Palestine 
conflict are reverberations of its deep-rooted philosophy of Non–alignment. The inclusion of the African Union in G-20 during India’s presidency, vaccine supply to 
the necessary nations, and unwavering commitment to UN peacekeeping missions are exemplars of its Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam (World Is One Family) ideology. The 
influential rise of India as Vishwa Mitra (friend of the world), which has gained the trust of nations while maintaining its strategic autonomy, is the result of its nonaligned 
foreign policy for decades. As a nonaligned power, India will shape the multipolar order emphasizing peaceful coexistence among nations for a sustainable future.

India’s Emergence as a Global Leader: Opportunities and Challenges
Naveen Kumar, Research Scholar, Maharaja Chhatrasal Bundelkhand University, Chhatarpur (Madhya Pradesh)

 India: the world’s most populated country with more than 1.4 billion people. After 4 to 5 years it will become world 3rd largest economy. Every year record 
no. of FDI is received by India. After COVID a no. of companies in world are using China + 1 policy which is helping India in its growth story. India will receive around 
125 billion dollars + remittance and huge boost in exports. Its shows that India is getting more opportunities in global world. But there are some challenges which are 
hindrance in India’s way. Global conflicts like Russia Ukraine war, Israel Gaza war, Border tensions with China, Recent Bangladesh political crisis, and weak economic 
position of its neighbours. In this time of instability whole world watching towards India as a hope for peace. Because India enjoy special kind of relation with USA, 
Russia and Israel. India can bring on them negotiation table. But these relations also build up much more pressure on Indian foreign policy. This paper will discuss India’s 
role and what kind of opportunities and challenges it have to face in present global scenario. 

India-Tajikistan Relations Through the Prism of the Connect Central Asia Policy
Ranjot Dass, Department of Political Science, Central University of Himachal Pradesh, Dharamshala (Himachal Pradesh)

India and Tajikistan share deep-rooted historical and cultural ties. Tajikistan, once part of the Kushana and Persian Empires, had close cultural links with India. During 
India’s Islamic era, the Persian language and Sufism from Turkestan became integrated into Indian society, laying the foundation for modern cultural and linguistic 
cooperation. Tajikistan’s strategic location makes it crucial for India’s Connect Central Asia policy, often referred to as India’s ‘Gateway to Central Asia.’ The Wakhan 
Corridor, a narrow strip in Afghanistan, separates India from Tajikistan. However, a significant challenge to strengthening bilateral ties is the lack of direct connectivity. 
Tajikistan’s proximity to Afghanistan has made it susceptible to the spread of terrorism, extremism, and drug trafficking. Similarly, India faces threats from radical 
forces supported by Pakistan within its borders and in Afghanistan. Therefore, cooperation between India and Tajikistan in security and defense is vital for their 
economic and political relations. Simultaneously, India is working to overcome this connectivity gap by investing in the Chabahar port in Iran and the International 
North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC). Additionally, India’s substantial humanitarian and development assistance to Afghanistan aims to stabilize the country, as a 
stable Afghanistan is crucial for India to achieve its goal of connecting with Central Asia. This paper will evaluate the significance of Tajikistan within India’s extended 
neighbourhood policy and critically examine the regional factors influencing their relationship.

India’s Strategic Shield: Defending Sovereignty in the Face of CPEC’s Advance
Sanjai G, BA Political Science, Kumaraguru College of Liberal Arts and Science, Coimbatore (Tamilnadu)

Sugita M, BA Political Science, Kumaraguru College of Liberal Arts and Science, Coimbatore (Tamilnadu)

The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), a key component of China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), has significantly reshaped South Asia’s geopolitical 
landscape, particularly impacting India’s strategic interests. This study examines the implications of CPEC for India, with a focus on its internal security and regional 
influence. The corridor’s route through the disputed Gilgit-Baltistan region, claimed by India as part of Jammu and Kashmir, poses a direct challenge to India’s sovereignty 
and territorial integrity. The increased Chinese presence in Pakistan, facilitated by CPEC, heightens India’s security concerns, potentially leading to enhanced military 
and intelligence cooperation between China and Pakistan against Indian interests. In response, India has prioritized infrastructure diplomacy, developing alternative 
economic corridors and strengthening regional connections with Bangladesh, Afghanistan, and Nepal. This study employs a qualitative analysis. This study assesses the 
effectiveness of India’s countermeasures, including the strategic development of Chabahar Port in Iran, in mitigating the security risks posed by CPEC and preserving 
its strategic autonomy in South Asia. By critically analyzing these dynamics, this research aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of the evolving geopolitical 
landscape in South Asia and to inform policy-making on India’s strategic responses to the challenges posed by CPEC.

India’s Vision 2047: The Role of BRICS in Shaping a Viksit Bharat
Tanisha S, Student of Political Science, Kumaraguru College of Liberal Arts and Science, Coimbatore (Tamilnadu)

In the contemporary global, India is a developing country by having large strategic partnerships in various parts of the world. As an intergovernmental organization, 
BRICS plays an important part for India. With the help of it, India can mention her international image forward and can impact in the goal of VIKSIT BHARAT 2047. 
In this process, India can prioritize her economic co-operations on the aspects of trade, finance, and infrastructure development. By strengthening the ties with the 
members of BRICS, especially with Brazil and South Africa can help India to escape from the dominance of the superpowers. At the same time, India can show her the 
soft powers through culture, democratic values, and technological advancements. Even though there are geopolitical issues; by enhancing these strategies India might be 
able to balance her diplomacy as well as increase her own development. Document Analysis is a research method where you carefully examine and interpret several types 
of documents—like written, visual, or digital materials—to understand their meaning and gather useful information. It is commonly used in fields like social sciences, 
history, education, and organizational studies. This study examines about the relationship between BRICS and the futuristic India 2047. 

India as a Leader of the Global South in the Times of Industry 4.0
Dr. Girendra Sharma, Assistant Professor of Political Science, Government Maharaja Martand College, Kotma, Anuppur (Madhya Pradesh)

The world is changing very fast with increasing use of Artificial Intelligence (AI), Big Data, Internet of Things (IoT), 5G communications, Robotics etc. The use of these 
technology has led to the world in the era of fourth industrial revolution (Industry 4.0). India is home of the largest young population, and a large number of populations 
is English speaking, in the digital literacy India is also growing day by day, these advantages place India in strong position to lead the Global South. However, there are 
numerous obstacles in the way, such as digital divide, socioeconomic inequality, even though India is making collaboration with Global South Countries. This paper 
investigates Indian efforts such as Aadhar, Unified Payments Interface (UPI) and Digital India Program to show how these might serve as models for countries in the 
global south. The study to the conclusion that India may lead the Global South through cooperation with nations with investment in innovative industry 4.0 technology, 
and appropriate legislation. Additionally, a fair and inclusive digital economy will be the end outcome.

The Academic Polarity: India’s Prospect in Shaping Multi-Polar World Order and Narratives
Sameer Harshad Pande, Lecturer, Centre for Indic Studies, Indus University, Ahmedabad (Gujarat)

This research paper endeavours into dynamic landscape of academic polarity at global world order. Out of many global poles such as strategic, military, scientific 
etc. academic pole plays a greater role in creating the narratives at global level. Those narratives decide the global order as well as plays a crucial role in creating 
‘terminologies’ that is used in the subjects of Political Science and others. It thus sets the tone of global voice which is influenced further. In an era marked by 
geopolitical shifts and a departure from unipolar dominance, this study seeks to unravel India’s prospects as a significant player in the global intellectual arena. Through 
a comprehensive analysis of historical trajectories, current academic trends, and geopolitical considerations, the paper explores the factors influencing India’s emergence 
as a potential pole in the multipolar order and especially in academic pole. Special attention is devoted to India’s unique narrative contributions and their impact on 
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shaping global discourse. By investigating the interplay of academic prowess, diplomatic initiatives, and narrative influence, this research aims to provide insights into 
how India can strategically position itself in the academic multipolar world, contributing substantively to the ongoing discourse on the reconfiguration of international 
relations and global narratives. It thus aims to bring the academic pole towards more centre than western.

The Re-emergence of Quad: Analyzing the Politics of Balance of Power Between India and China
Ms. Aaron Nair, Research Scholar, International Relations, Peace and Public Policy, St. Joseph’s University, Bengaluru (Karnataka)

Karamala Areesh Kumar, Head, Department of International Relations, Peace and Public Policy, St. Joseph’s University, Bengaluru (Karnataka)

The rise of China has changed the regional dynamics of the Indo-Pacific and South Asian region, and lead to the geopolitical competition between major powers of 
the 21st century. In 2007 Australia, India, Japan and the United States initiated QUAD, a multilateral initiative as a counter-response to China’s growing hegemony 
in the Indo-Pacific region. Even though, the QUAD initiative limited to bilateral and multilateral cooperation, the recent meetings between Australia, Japan, India 
and US created security and strategic concerns for China in the region. China considers this initiative as a threat and declared it as a process of establishing an Asian 
NATO against its economic and strategic interests. However, India-Australia-Japan claimed it as an economic and democratic initiative to create free-transparent and 
interconnected Indo-Pacific region. The fight against terrorism and connectivity is the major concern for India. However, India can use this collaboration to balance the 
power politics in the Indo-Pacific region against China’s domination. The multilateral cooperation on strategic and military lines will boost India’s position in the South 
Asia and Indo-Pacific region. The main objective of this paper is to analyze the rise of China and its impact on major superpower countries in the world including India. 
This paper examines the formation of QUAD and its implication for China. It also analyzes the politics of balance of power between India and China in the south Asian 
region.

Positioning Iran: Geopolitical Interests in the BRICS Bloc
Abdul Rehman, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, St. Joseph’s University, Bengaluru (Karnataka) 

Edberg D. Cheeran, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, St. Joseph’s University, Bengaluru (Karnataka)

Iran was extended a formal invitation to join the BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa) alliance, along with five additional countries, at the summit 
held in South Africa in 2023. Simultaneously, Iran formally became a member of BRICS in January 2024. Its entry into BRICS can be seen as a strategic step that is 
expected to significantly contribute to global economic growth as Iran being the world’s second-largest gas reserves and the fourth-largest oil producer. The inclusion 
of Iran in BRICS comes at a time when the country has been grappling with sanctions imposed by Western nations, which have hampered its ability to fully exploit its 
energy potential. By joining BRICS, Iran gains a valuable platform to address these challenges, foster economic development, and integrate with emerging economies. 
Iran’s membership in BRICS is set to bolster its global influence as the alliance represents 46% of the world’s population, amplifying Iran’s presence and influence on the 
international stage. This paper aims to analyze Iran’s geopolitical interests in the regional and global level. The study evaluates the coherence of Iran’s strategic ambitions 
with the shared objectives of BRICS members. It will also explore Iran’s integration into BRICS and its implications for India.

India-Russia Relations: An Analysis of Growing Bilateral Partnership
Ms. Arundhati Ghadai, Lecturer, Department of Political Science, KISS Deemed to be University, Bhubaneswar (Odisha)

Russia has been a long-standing partner of India. Since its independence, India has been maintaining a very good bilateral relationship with Russia. In 1991 when the 
former USSR was disintegrated, it lost its superpower position. Russia became weak. The United States of America only then enjoyed supremacy in world politics. But 
in due course of time in the 21st century, world again became multipolar. China’s rise along with developments in Japan, South Korea, India and even in Russia created 
a new world order. Both India and Russia believe and support a multi-polar world order. In this paper, an attempt has been made to discuss the relationship between 
India and Russia (former USSR) during the cold war period. The significance of “The Treaty of Peace, Friendship and Cooperation” of 1971 between India and USSR 
has been vividly analysed. In the subsequent discussions, a thorough review of India-Russia strategic partnership has been made. As it is known President Putin in his 
visit to India in 2000 signed the strategic partnership. Again in 2010 during his visit to India the strategic partnership was elevated to the level of “special and privileged 
strategic partnership”. Thus since 2000, India-Russia ties have acquired a qualitatively new character. Thus an improved cooperation between two countries is marked 
in almost all areas including political, security, defence, trade and economy. The recent agreement on military technical cooperation for the decade, 2021-2031 is a 
major milestone. Intensifying the trade and economic relations has been intensified as a priority area by both countries. India’s major items from Russia include oil and 
petroleum products, fertilizers and mineral resources etc. Major items what India exports to Russia include pharmaceuticals, organic chemicals, electrical machines and 
mechanical appliances, iron and steel etc. the bilateral trade between the two countries has reached more than USD 65 billion. The “Annual Summit” between the Indian 
Prime minister and the President of Russia Federation has remained a dialogue mechanism between the two countries. Besides both the countries cooperate closely at 
several multilateral platforms such as the UN, G20, BRICS and SCO. In addition, there has been a delineation of India-Russia deep and historical “culture linkage”: How 
writer like Leo Tolstoy had profound influence on Indian literature and thought; and how Indian cinema remain popular in Russia. Overall, in this paper a vivid analysis 
of the strong bilateral partnership between India and Russia has been made. Mainly the study is a descriptive analytical one.

Geopolitics of The Indo-Pacific Region And Its Impact Onindia
Dr Manoj Kumar, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, H.N.B. Garhwal University, Srinagar Garhwal (Uttarakhand)

Pushkar Priyadarshi, Student, Department of Political Science, HNB Garhwal University Srinagar Garhwal (Uttarakhand)

The only constant in life is change believed to be said by HERACLITUS gives us the entire clarity of the laws of nature. Change is as natural as our life and it remains 
in a state of flow. Every change brings opportunity. Grabbing and grappling with such opportunities depends on the player to convert it for its benefits and strengthen its 
side. Indo-Pacific is among the most vibrant subjects under discussion in the present scenario. Its present importance and formation of this terminology “Indo-Pacific” 
has a direct relationship with the changes in the last decade. According to the Oxford geopolitics means the political relations between countries and groups of countries 
in the world as influenced by their geography. This Indo-Pacific becomes strategically very important due to the influx of the same element, the water in a certain region 
from different sides. Major Powers including America, France and also Japan have a vital role to play. All countries have different perspectives and want from Indo- the 
Pacific region.

War and Peace in the 21st Century World Order
Dr. Arup Bhattacharyya, Assistant Professor, Department of International Relations, Jadavpur University, Kolkata (West Bengal)

The history of development is one marked by insecurities, violence, and persistent conflict. It is not surprising, therefore, that development is now thought of as one 
of the central challenges of world politics. However, its complexities are often overlooked in scholarly analysis and among policy practitioners, who tend to adopt a 
technocratic approach to the crisis of development and violence. This paper tries to bring together a wide range of discussions aiming to investigate different aspects of 
the history of development and violence, and its implications for contemporary efforts to consolidate the development-security nexus. From environmental concerns, 
through vigilante citizenship, to the legacies of armed conflicts during and after decolonization, the different aspect of discussion reconstructs the contradictory history 
of development and critically engage contemporary responses and their implications for social and political analyses. In examining violence and insecurity in relation to 
core organising principles of world politics the quest is to engage the problems associated with the nation state and the inter-state system and underlying assumptions of 
the promises of progress. The inferences will offer a range of perspectives on the contradictions of development, and on how domination, violence and resistance have 
been conceived. At the same time, it exemplifies the relevance of alternative methodological and conceptual approaches to contemporary challenges of world peace.

India’s Hydropower Diplomacy with Nepal and Bhutan: Challenges and Opportunities
Dr. Pawan Kumar Das, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Mandar College, Ranchi (Jharkhand) 
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Nepal and Bhutan is a neighboring country of India, Both the country Nepal and Bhutan have huge Hydropower capacity, Nepal has 84000 MW capacity and Bhutan has 
30000 MW capacity. Hydroopower project is being developed by India in Bhutan, Bhutan is supplying electricity from Chukha, Kurichhu and Tala Hydropower projects 
in India, but India’s relation with Nepal is not good in Hydropower project. Hydropower has been a significant area of cooperation and bilateral relations between these 
countries, driven by India’s demand for clean energy and the abundant Hydropower potential in Nepal and Bhutan. One of the main challenges is the complex nature 
of Hydropower projects, involving technical, environmental, and financial considerations. Developing large-scale projects requires significant investments, including 
infrastructure development, transmission lines, and grid integration. These challenges can sometimes hamper the progress of hydropower collaboration. Additionally, 
there can be geopolitical challenges and concerns related to national sovereignty and water resource management.

India in Global Politics
Dr. Ravi Kumar Poswal, Guest Faculty, Department of Political Science, Chaudhary Charan Singh University, Meerut (Uttar Pradesh)

India’s rise as a major power in global politics is a significant development in the 21st century. With its growing economy, strategic location, and increasing global 
influence, India is poised to play a crucial role in shaping international relations. India’s foreign policy priorities include promoting regional cooperation, strengthening 
ties with major powers, and addressing global challenges such as climate change and terrorism. India is a key member of various international organizations such as the 
United Nations, BRICS, and the Shanghai Cooperation Organization. It has also been actively engaged in regional initiatives such as the South Asian Association for 
Regional Cooperation (SAARC) and the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC). India’s relations with major 
powers such as the US, China, and Russia are critical to its global engagement. While India has sought to maintain strategic autonomy, it has also pursued partnerships 
with these countries to advance its economic and security interests. As India continues to rise on the global stage, its role in promoting multipolarity, countering terrorism, 
and addressing global challenges will be closely watched. With its rich cultural heritage, diverse democracy, and growing economic clout, India is well-positioned to 
make a significant impact on global politics in the years to come. India’s growing influence is also reflected in its increasing participation in global governance, its 
leadership in regional organizations, and its contributions to international peacekeeping and development efforts. As India’s global footprint expands, it is likely to play 
an increasingly important role in shaping the world order and addressing the complex challenges of the 21st century.

India’s Cultural Diplomacy and Global Leadership
Dr Varsha Upadhyay, Associate Professor, Political Science, Shri Vaishnav Vidyapeeth Vishwavidyalya, Gram Baroli, Indore (Madhya Pradesh) 

Dr. Vasantha Gouri, Assistant Professor, Public Administration, Shri Vaishnav Vidyapeeth Vishwavidyalya, Gram Baroli, Indore (Madhya Pradesh)

Cultural diplomacy is a vital element of foreign policy, enhancing international relations and advancing national interests. Despite its modern terminology, the practice 
has a long history. In today’s globalized world, India has effectively integrated cultural diplomacy into its soft power strategy to reinforce its global and regional 
influence. Key initiatives like International Buddha Poornima Diwas, cultural centres abroad, and agreements with neighbouring countries highlight this approach. 
The role of cultural diplomacy is strategic in enhancing India’s global influence and achieving its foreign policy objectives. Cultural diplomacy, leveraging India’s rich 
cultural heritage, has become a cornerstone of its soft power strategy. India’s cultural diplomacy includes key initiatives such as the International Day of Yoga, the global 
reach of Bollywood, and educational exchange programs. These efforts have significantly improved India’s international image, strengthened bilateral relations, and 
fostered mutual understanding. This paper explores India’s historical and current use of cultural diplomacy, its successes, and future challenges in solidifying its role in 
India’s diplomatic practice. The findings of this study highlight the profound impact of cultural diplomacy on India’s rise as an influential global leader.

Geopolitics of Oil And Terrorism In West Asia
Mr. Hanan Salim, Research Student, Department of International Relations, Peace and Public Policy, St. Joseph’s University, Bengaluru (Karnataka) 

Mr. Peddi Sai Kaushik Reddy, Research Student, Department of International Relations, Peace and Public Policy, St. Joseph’s University, Bengaluru (Karnataka) 

In the contemporary world, the energy sector is an integral part of defining the foreign policies of many sovereign states. The West Asian region possesses more than 40% 
of the world’s oil reserves, making it a major source of income for many states. The discovery of oil reserves led to major infrastructural and economic developments in 
the region; the world’s dependency on energy created an opportunity for West Asia to establish trade relations with major powers including the US, China, Russia and 
India. In the recent past, China has made a partnership with Iraq under the ‘oil for projects’, where China promised to develop infrastructure in Iraq for oil. Similarly, 
Russia signed an agreement with Iran for oil cooperation. Regional organisations like ASEAN have signed an MoU with the Government of Brunei Darussalam in the 
year 1997, establishing the Trans – ASEAN Gas Pipeline Project for regional energy security. The emergence of extremist groups, the intervention of major powers and 
political instability in the region led to geopolitical competition among major powers. With the declaration of the Global War on Terrorism, extremist groups like ISIS 
and Al-Qaeda emerged to counter the US intervention in the region, leading to widespread violence, where there was a majority of attacks on non-combatant targets. 
The terrorists target oil fields and other installations of the energy sector aiming to affect the national economy and inflict more collateral damage. The resources are also 
stolen and sold in illicit markets, helping in funding the terror activities. This study focuses on energy geopolitics between major powers in the West Asian region. It also 
examines the role of energy resources in political instability and its relation with the violent non-state actors in the region.

India’s Strategic Engagement in the Indo-Pacific Region: Exploring Key Partnerships and Challenges with a Special Focus on Japan
Ms. Kaveri Jain, Research Scholar, Amity Institute of International Studies (AIIS), Amity University, Noida (U.P.)

Prof. Nagalaxmi M. Raman, Director and Head, Amity Institute of International Studies (AIIS), Amity University, Noida (U.P.)

The Indo-Pacific Region has emerged as a critical geopolitical hotspot today, forming a central pillar of India’s foreign policy. The paper investigates India’s strategic role 
in the region, highlighting vital regional strategies and challenges. The study begins with an in-depth discussion of India’s evolving geopolitical and economic interests 
in the Indo-Pacific. The paper then examines the India-Japan partnership as a case study, focusing on crucial initiatives like the Asia-Africa Growth Corridor (AAGC), 
the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QUAD) and joint defence and maritime security collaborations. These elements are assessed to understand their impact on regional 
stability and India’s broader Indo-Pacific strategy. The paper situates the India-Japan partnership within the wider context of India’s Act East policy and Japan’s Free 
and Open Indo-Pacific (FOIP) vision, exploring how these strategies enhance regional cooperation. The paper concludes by addressing the challenges India faces in the 
Indo-Pacific region, especially its tensions with China. By comparing the India-Japan partnership with other regional alliances, the study shows how these relationships 
shape India’s regional strategy. The paper underscores the importance of strategic alliances in dealing with regional challenges and advancing broader geopolitical goals.

SAGAR Initiative in the Indian Ocean Region: A Study of India’s Benign Foreign Policy
Mr. Naved Akhtar Khan, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Guru Ghasidas Vishwavidyalaya, Bilaspur (Chhattisgarh)

Indian Ocean region (IOR) has always been in the spotlight of the geopolitics of plentiful countries, not merely those ringed by the Indian Ocean like India, Pakistan, 
China, Sri Lanka, and Iran but also those who are positioned far away like Russia, United States of America, United Kingdom, France and many others from the IOR. 
In International relations, zero-sum game theory is a mathematical depiction of a situation where the gains of one are commensurate to the loss of another. This theory 
finds its truism in the Indian Ocean Region, where, antagonism, jealousy and conflict between two great powers of the contemporary world order, namely, the United 
States of America (USA) and China exists. They aspire to influence the dynamics of geopolitics around the Indian Ocean in a way which serves their national interest 
while striving to ‘knock out’ the other. Regional powers like India too have a stake in the region and aspire to play their constructive role, which however, differs from 
the anarchical approach of the super powers. India stands unique, as is evident from the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi’s speech, whereby he has stated that, ‘India’s 
foreign policy has always been shaped by its ancient ideology of ‘Vasudev Kutumbakam’ (the world is one family). India led initiatives like ‘Security and Growth to All 
in Region’, ‘Vaccine Maitri’ and building friendly relations with countries of the Indian Ocean like Iran not only helps India to contain Chinese influence in IOR but also 
accommodate security to littoral states and aid them in to fight against piracy attacks, terrorism and illicit drug trafficking. In this context, this paper seeks to analyse the 
great power rivalry in the region also while assessing India’s positive role in the power struggle in IOR.
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India’s Role in Indo-Pacific Maritime security: Challenges and Strategic Choices
Mr. Navnit Kumar, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, T.N.B. College Bhagalpur (Bihar) 

Indo-Pacific region has emerged as a crucial geo-strategies for trade, investment and energy supplies. India’s economic interest is critically dependent on the security 
and stability of sea lane of communications which carry 95% of nation’s trade by volume and 68% by value. India’s strategic position with its extensive coastline and 
maritime interest coupled with growing economic and naval capabilities, make it a key player in ensuring the security and stability in Indo-Pacific region. This paper 
examines challenges and strategic choices that India faces in securing its interest in the Indo-Pacific region characterized by dynamism of complex interdependence as 
well as security dilemma. This paper also extrapolates India’s role in the Indo-Pacific maritime security architectures such as QUAD, IEPF and AUKUS in analyzing the 
strategic choices and challenges presented by maritime disputes, naval engagement, Chinese assertions, contested territorial claim and non-traditional security threats 
such as piracy, cyberattacks, weapon proliferation and maritime terrorism. By identifying specific naval measures needed to enhance our Geo-Political and economic 
interest, this paper also brings in ideas for promoting maritime cooperation while reducing prospect for conflict under ambit of global Admiralty law in the region to 
realize free and open Indo-Pacific.

Balancing Friction in Modern Geopolitics: India-China Relations and the Tibet Crisis
Popelka Mitra, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Ranchi University, Ranchi (Jharkhand) 

Dr. Ashutosh Kumar Pandey, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, St. Xavier’s College, Ranchi (Jharkhand) 

The research places China’s 1959 annexation of Tibet in perspective and looks at how India granted the Dalai Lama and Tibetan refugee’s shelter. With a special 
emphasis on the Tibet question, a crucial and persistent driving force behind bilateral conflict, this study explores the complex and changing dynamics that govern India-
China relations. The research tries to clarify the fundamental causes sustaining the war by looking at the diplomatic exchanges, military posture, and political responses 
from both countries. The 2020 incident in the Galwan Valley of India-China skirmishes serves as an example of how the Tibet problem still affects bilateral ties today 
and occasionally sparks border disputes and international squabbles. The strategic effects of the Tibet question on international diplomatic relations, border security, and 
the equilibrium of authority in the area along with the Chinese cultural hegemony over the Tibet region are examined in this study. It also looks at how these occurrences 
have affected international relations. It also looks at ways to resolve conflicts and participate in cooperative efforts, giving readers a more nuanced picture of how the 
Tibet problem fits into the larger picture of India-China relations. This study adds to the conversation on maintaining an intact and positive bilateral relationship in the 
face of persistent past disagreements and current geopolitical problems utilizing a thorough examination. Overall it studies the Indian political response to the above 
mentioned issues in context of India’s Geopolitical strategies in Asia. 

Global Politics in India 
Prof. Vilas.V. Nabde, Associate Professor, Ahmednagar College Ahmednagar (Maharashtra) 

With its roots in post-independence idealism, India’s non-aligned foreign policy has had a major impact on international affairs. India, under the leadership of individuals 
such as Jawaharlal Nehru, adopted non-alignment during the Cold War and was a key player in the Non-Aligned Movement, which aimed to challenge the U.S. and 
the Soviet Union’s bipolar dominance. As evidenced by India’s neutral attitude throughout the Iran-Iraq War and its efforts at mediation in South Asia, this approach 
extended to regional dynamics. With changing international dynamics and growing economic and military might, India has found it difficult to remain non-aligned 
throughout time. Idealism and realism continue to clash, which is indicative of larger international conflicts over foreign policy. India is still navigating these challenges 
while interacting with superpowers such as China, Russia, and the United States. India’s growing economy, development of democracy, strategic ties with Europe and 
Asia, increase in voters, etc. are making India’s place important in global politics. India’s relations with the US, China, France, England, Germany, Russia are doing an 
important job of highlighting the growing power of the nation. This paper will highlight the growing importance of India in global politics.

India-China Relations: a Troubled and Non-accommodative Co-existence
Prof. Josukutty C. A. Department of Political Science, University of Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram (Kerala)

India-China relationship has been on an adversarial disposition, despite the spirit of peaceful coexistence envisaged in the Panchsheel Agreement of 1954. After the 1962 
war, the relationship between the has been a troubled and non-accommodative co-existence marred by a mix of hostility, distrust, border skirmishes and security concerns 
and intermittent instances of cooperation including efforts at maintaining peace at the disputed border. Peace and productive engagements between India and China has 
been increasingly elusive as marked by the May 2020 border skirmishes and subsequent disengagements. Among other things one of the key reasons for the scarred 
relationship has been the failure to accommodate each other in a peaceful manner symbolically, territorially, economically and institutionally. Increasing instances of 
border skirmishes, symbolic disapproval, unfriendly associations against each other, and below potential economic ties between the two constitute a major challenge 
to peace and security. This paper analyses the troubled and the non- accommodative character of India-China relations by drawing inferences from the accommodative 
framework in international relations.

Evolution of Ways of Political Mobilization in Indian Politics
Satyendra Tiwari, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Kumaun University, Nainital (Uttarakhand)

Political mobilization means when people are organized in collective political activity for any particular political objective. Political Mobilization in a gigantic and 
diverse country like India has not been very easy and tools used for this purpose have evolved with the development of technology. After independence, people-to-people 
contact and small gatherings were important parts of mobilization but, now in the 21st century where mass political mobilization has become a norm with the use of the 
Internet and social media platforms as well as mass public gatherings. An increase in the level of literacy and socio-economic changes in Indian society has also played a 
crucial role in this process. Democracy in India has not only survived but strengthened and deepened because of the active political involvement of people in the political 
process through mobilization on significant issues. Political communication is vital in mobilizing people on different issues and various tools have been used for this 
communication and mobilization process. In this research paper, the evolution of ways and tools used in political mobilization from traditional ways of mobilization to 
modern means of communication has been studied. 

India’s Strategic Response to the Indo-Pacific Power Shift: Opportunities and Constraints
Shivam Srivastava, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi (U.P.) 

The Indo-Pacific region has become a central focus of global geopolitics, with significant power shifts driven by China’s rise and the evolving roles of the United States 
and other regional actors. India, as a key player in this region, has crafted a strategic response shaped by both opportunities and constraints. This paper examines India’s 
approach to the Indo-Pacific power shift, analyzing its diplomatic, economic, and military strategies. India’s reaction is yet restrained by major limitations. The report 
discusses issues like India’s economic reliance, China’s expanding regional influence, and domestic political and economic constraints. It also examines how India’s 
cautious approach to formal alliances and strategic autonomy contribute to the complexity of its Indo-Pacific strategy. This study offers an elaborate insight of India’s 
navigating through the complex power dynamics of the Indo-Pacific. India attempts to demonstrate its influence without going to war by striking a balance between 
its strategic goals and the realities of its limits. The results provide light on India’s changing involvement in regional security as well as the wider ramifications for the 
balance of power in the world.

India and China’s Geopolitical Competition and Great Game in the African Region
Sounak Ghosh, Research Scholar, Department of International Relations, Peace and Public Policy, St. Joseph’s University, Bengaluru (Karnataka) 

Hanna Sunny, Research Scholar, Department of International Relations, Peace and Public Policy, St.Joseph’s University, Bengaluru (Karnataka)

Africa has emerged as a crucial battleground for geopolitical competition between major powers, drawn by the continent’s massive economic potential, youthful 
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population, changing demographics, and growing influence worldwide. The presence of rival powers, particularly China and Russia, in Africa has influenced other 
states, like the United States and European countries, to increase their engagement in the continent. However, over the years, the two major Asian powers, China and 
India, have increased their participation and activities in the African continent. Historically, India has maintained strong ties with Africa, rooted in its support for anti-
colonial movements and the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM), establishing itself as a partner committed to mutual respect and development. On the other hand, China’s 
involvement has been marked by large military support as well as investments through the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) and the Belt and Road Initiative 
(BRI), which has led to the perception of “debt trap diplomacy.” Several countries including Ethiopia, Angola, Sudan, Congo, Kenya and Nigeria are depending on 
China for defence and economic assistance. India places a strong emphasis on community involvement and skill building, in addition to technology transfer and a 
people-centric approach like the “Vaccine Maitri” program, which provided essential aid during COVID-19 to many African countries such as South Sudan and Congo. 
Meanwhile, China’s investments in Africa have brought significant benefits, including infrastructure development and economic growth. This paper explores the 
geopolitical competition between India and China in Africa, highlighting the implications for the US and the potential for collaborative frameworks that could redefine 
their partnerships in the region. 

India in the Emergent Multipolar World Order: Dynamics and Strategic Challenges
Sweety Kumari, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Veer Kunwar Singh University, ARA (Bihar)

India has a middle power status and a rising power mindset. The emerging multipolar world manifests opportunities as well as challenges to India’s foreign policy. The 
newness quotient is Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s ‘economy first’ approach rooted in his desire to create external conditions necessary to ensure domestic economic 
progress. He has displayed dynamism while engaging all major powers, promoting and reintegrating India with the global economy, promoting greater cooperation with 
South Asian neighbours and renewing strategic connections in the Indian Ocean, the Middle East, Central Asia and Africa. Pragmatism in India’s foreign policy is seen 
in Indo–US relations reaching a new level or in cooperation with China on climate change while opposing its territorial claims in the South China Sea and One Belt One 
Road Project. To counter China, India has sought close strategic partnerships with the USA and its allies and main partners in Asia-Pacific while retaining its strategic 
autonomy. A major challenge to India’s foreign policy is the downward spiral of relations with Pakistan.

India in Global Politics Special Context in Indo-Pacific Region
Virendra Bahadur Pandey, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, ISDC, University of Allahabad, Prayagraj (U.P.)

The decade from the global financial crisis of 2008 to the Corona epidemic of 2020 has witnessed a real change in the global system. The basic nature and rules of 
international relations are changing before our eyes. The new contestation is about artificial intelligence and advanced computing, quantum information and sensing, 
additive robotics and brain-computer interface, advanced materials, hypersonics and biotechnology. This is not just a tough world but also a turbulent and unpredictable 
one. It is marked by the impact of Covid, conflicts in Ukraine and West Asia, climate events, radicalization and terrorism. There is complex geopolitics at work, such as 
the rise of China, the changed posture of the United States, the strategy of Russia, the impact of globalization and the power of new technologies. India seeks to navigate 
these stormy seas without diluting its focus on becoming a leading power. As a vishwa mitra, it seeks the well-being of the Global South and to contribute to global 
good. Aware that norms and rules in the Indo-Pacific are likely to change over time. China is committed to increasing its influence in the Indo-Pacific region. China’s 
expansionist agenda and aggressive foreign policy has a direct impact on India. China’s aggression in the Indo-Pacific region is a major challenge to the rules-based 
world order. India’s role in the Indo-Pacific region has grown due to its strategic location and increasing global profile. India supports ASEAN centrality in the evolving 
Indo-Pacific regional architecture, but also works with groupings such as the Quad, IORA and the BIMSTEC, among others. India also supports a rule-based, open, 
balanced, and stable trade environment in the Indo-Pacific Region.

Situating India in the Global Green Energy Transition 
Vishnu Aravind, Research Scholar, Centre for the Study of Law and Governance, Jawarlal Nehru University, New Delhi

Nikhil Radhakrishnan, Oriental Research Institute and Manuscript Library, Kerala University, Thiruvanthapuram (Kerala)

The journeys of nations in search of resources date back centuries—the politics of resources led to the conquest of many countries and regions in the past. In modern 
times, the availability of oil has led countries to conquer the new world. However, from the second half of the twentieth century, countries favor cooperation rather than 
conflict over resources. In addition to cooperating in distributing conventional resources such as oil and coal, countries are now endeavouring to cooperate in developing 
and distributing green energy with a focus on sustainable development and environmental protection. As a growing economic power, India already ranks third in energy 
consumption after China and the United States. It is therefore crucial for India to cooperate with the global efforts towards a green energy transition. India is currently 
developing various projects for this purpose at the national level and is involved in bilateral and multilateral engagements at the global level. The aim of this article is 
therefore to analyse where India stands today in its efforts towards a global green energy transition. It analyses India’s efforts at national and international levels. This 
study uses a literature review method based on secondary sources. 

India and China in the Indian Ocean: New Power Projections
Dr. Mayengbam Nandakishwor Singh, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Manipur University, Imphal (Manipur)

The importance of the Indian Ocean both economically and strategically for India and China is more amplifying than ever. The Indian Ocean is one of the busiest trade 
routes in the world. It is so indispensable for strategic reasons for many countries. It has been a tendency of powerful nations to entrench a stronghold in the Indian 
Ocean. The overwhelming presence of US navy in the Indian Ocean is an undisputed fact. With the emergence of two gigantic powers—India and China, the Indian 
Ocean has become a hot flashpoint today. The increasing maritime activities of India and China has its imperatives and challenges. This opens up new power dynamics, 
at least in Asia. China’s economy relies heavily on the Indian Ocean—Malacca Strait. China intends to free itself from the Malacca Dilemma. China is cognizant of 
the possible havoc its rival powers can wreak in the event of full-scale clash. Befriending the south Asian countries barring India, and launching new projects by China 
such as Sino-Myanmar pipelines connecting Myanmar’s Sittwe and China’s Yunnan are the glaring acts of its new power projection. It is a fact that the Indian Ocean 
is so intrinsic to the whole-body structure of India. The question of India’s prosperity and national security being inveterately tied-up with the Indian Ocean is beyond 
question. The Indian Ocean is not a military free zone. The surging maritime activities of China in the Indian Ocean is a most concern for India. India is magnifying its 
military build-up in the Indian Ocean. Belligerent activities in the Indian Ocean is the root of new power contention in the region. This research paper attempts to address 
some fundamental questions: (a) Why is the Indian Ocean becoming a zone of new power rivalry between China and India? (b) What are the challenges and the possible 
outcomes of power confrontation in the Indian Ocean?

India’s Strategic Role in the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation: Opportunities and challenges
Smily Sharma, Research Scholar, Department of Strategic and Regional Studies University of Jammu, Jammu (J&K)

India’s engagement with the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) represents a significant chapter in its foreign policy, reflecting the country’s evolving role 
in regional and global politics. As a full member since 2017, India’s participation in the SCO has been driven by strategic interests, including counterterrorism, 
energy security, economic integration, and regional stability. India’s membership in the Shanghai cooperation organisation (SCO) represents a strategic pivot towards 
Eurasia, complicating and enriching its foreign policy landscape. This paper examines the objectives of India in joining the SCO, multifaceted implications of India’s 
SCO engagement moving beyond traditional security concerns to encompass economic, political, cultural and strategic dimensions. By analyzing India’s strategic 
objectives within the SCO, the research sheds light on the complex interplay between national interests and organizational goals. The paper explores the challenges and 
opportunities posed by the SCO, including balancing competing geopolitical interests, fostering economic cooperation and addressing regional security threats. In doing 
so, it contributes to a deeper understanding of India’s evolving role in the SCO particular and in Eurasian geopolitical order. It also assesses the implications of India’s 
role in the SCO for regional and global politics. 
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India and its Role in Revival of SAARC 
Dr. Aparajita, B. D. College, Patliputra University, Patna (Bihar)

India has been one of the founding members of the SAARC and it is expected to play an important role in reviving SAARC that has been ineffective since many years. 
All hopes even faded when no further SAARC summits were held after 2015 on issue of Pakistan’s refusal to cooperate in connectivity projects with India. The presence 
of China through strategic encroachment in the SAARC member countries through BRI initiative has also affected the effective functioning of the SAARC as a tilt can 
been demonstrated towards China by member countries. During the COVID period, India played an important role in helping its SAARC neighbors and even opted for 
online meeting with other member countries. It sent a strong message to the world that India, with its resources and capabilities, is always eager to help its neighbours and 
improve regional connectivity with its neighbours and enhance its process of the Neighbourhood First Policy of 2014. Though, BIMSTEC and the BBIN were seen as an 
alternative to SAARC but it has been realised that that a regional grouping can always play an important role concerning several issues on common regional problems 
faced by several countries of a particular region. Against these backdrops, the paper analyses the issues for failure of SAARC even after so many years of the formation. 
It also scrutinizes the role and strategic encroachment of China in South Asia. The paper examines the role of India, as a big brother, in reviving and resuscitating the 
functioning of the SAARC that can reach milestone as a regional grouping. The paper ends with suggestions and recommendations concerning India, SAARC and other 
South Asian countries. 

From Friendship to Friction: A Critical Analysis of India-Nepal Relations 
Mr. Pravinder,, Research Scholar, Maa Shakumbhari University, Saharanpur (U.P) 

Dr. Parvind Kumar,, Professor, Department of Political Science, J.V. Jain College, Saharanpur (UP)

Nepal is a small but beautiful country that is situated in the Himalayan region of South Asia. It is located between India and Tibet, and after the occupation of Tibet by 
China, it served the purpose of a ‘buffer state’ between the two countries. The country in bloom is like ‘a flower blossoming between two rocks’ because, while to the 
north of Nepal lies China, the other three boundaries are shared with India only. The border with India lies to the east, west, and south, which remains quite open and 
allows free and easy access. Both countries share a border of over 1,850 kilometres with five Indian states. Some of the states have North Indian origin, such as Sikkim, 
West Bengal, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, and Uttarakhand. The bilateral treaty of peace and friendship signed between India and Nepal in 1950 is the basis of the special 
relationship. Thus, since that time they have warmed relations, those relations revealing the history of both the countries. Many measures have been taken by the two 
states that contributed to the reinforcement of their security collaboration. Such relationships are very seldom witnessed in historical records. These two free sovereign 
nations have indeed become precisely interdependent due to political, economic, cultural, and other relations that exist between the two countries. Since the two countries 
share a border, the relationship is too intimate, and therefore, there are some prosaically ties developed and fused. People-to-people contact and political diplomatic 
relationship are equally relevant in the India-Nepal case. Unfortunately, this warm bilateral relationship between India and Nepal has been in for a very long time, but 
recently we have come across a few strains in the relationship. Indeed, for quite some time now, a polarity has been observed in the relations between India and Nepal. 
There are many major reasons for the change in these relations, the main ones being: border disputes, economic relations, trade relations, policy interference, changes 
in the dynamics of international politics, water resource sharing, and social, cultural, and people relations. The Kalapani Dispute is one kind of territorial intercourse 
between countries, and Nepal has a strong objection to it. The Lipulekh and Limpiyadhura road project that India officially started in mid-2020 escalated the tensions. 
Trade relations and many other matters of economic interdependence, like the huge deficit in Nepal- India trade relations, have given rise to tensions. Some examples 
include the unofficial blockade of Nepal by India in 2015-2016 which tested the relations and attempted to cut the supply of essential goods such as fuel and medicine. It 
seems counterintuitive to prophesy that India’s closer relations with China in the BRI project will alter global relationships. Trade and transit between Nepal and China 
were formalized in a new treaty in 2016 cutting reliance on India. Disputes in water resource management, especially about the construction of dams, have also been on 
a continual rise. Another factor that affected relations across cultures and people-to-people relationships was anti-Indian sentiments. Solving them calls for diplomacy, 
bilateral partnerships, and economic projects, besides people-to-people relations.

Decoding the US-China Great Power Politics and the New Emerging World Order
Rajani Mol, Research Scholar, South and Central Asian Studies, Central University of Punjab Bhatinda (Punjab)

Musssaib Rasool Mir, Research Scholar, South and Central Asian Studies, Central University of Punjab, Bhatinda (Punjab)

With the decline of US power, the emergence of multipolarity, and the rise of authoritarian states, the liberal world order faces a profound crisis. However, these are not 
the only factors behind the diminishing influence of the US-led order. The paper will examine in detail the reasons for the crisis, some internal others external referred 
as ‘Polanyi crisis’ and the ‘E.H. Carr crisis’, of the liberal international order, after providing a theoretical backgrounder of the liberal world order itself. This unique 
change at the international level is broadly the result of the great power politics among the world’s two most powerful states and a result of the confrontation between 
the liberal world led by the US and the autocratic world spearheaded by China. This paper aims to analyze the crisis in the liberal international order, examining the role 
of US-China power. China, along with its allies like Russia, Iran, and North Korea, pose a serious threat to the existence of such a system. Hence, the paper will explore 
the rise of China, paths to alternative Chinese world order, and implications for the US-led order. The rise of other powerful non-western non-Sinic states, particularly 
India, exploring their role as a balancer of sorts in the international system and acting on their own, not to the US or Chinese envisaged world order.

PANEL - 5
Social Science In India: Challenges And Prospects

Dr. Amit Kumar, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Tilka Manjhi Bhagalpur University, Bhagalpur (Bihar)

Social science research in India has had a chequered history. Today social science research in India has grown manifold and as of 2024, there are 1113 universities in 
India with more than 500 departments of social sciences as per the latest statistics from the website of India’s HRD ministry. In India the development of social science 
research is directly an outcome of the processes of modern education, the setting-up of universities and the academic interests of Indian intellectuals in writing issues 
concerning the people of the country during the colonial period. In the pre-independence phase social science research was mostly university centric and after the 
independence of India many institutes of research came up which have also contributed towards the development of social science research. Some NGOs and policy 
research initiatives have also produced specific development focused research products but generally do not have longer term interest in research and the quality of their 
research is not yet established. Finding out the major challenges and prospects of social science research in India is the theme of this article.

Analysing Academic Social Responsibility in Social Sciences in India
Dr. Aashish Kumar Shukla, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Deshbandhu College, New Delhi

One of the most significant aspects of human being is having social responsibility. It addresses a number of societal issues that need immediate attention in order to live 
a safe, secure, and sustainable life. Even though the idea of social responsibility has a long history, it has evolved over time to include corporate and academic sectors 
in its broader scope of responsiveness. In the modern era, it is necessary to review the idea of social responsibility by looking at it from fresh academic lens. In this 
context the significance of Social Science as a discipline can be determined in terms of the social responsiveness of the teachers, students and the researchers of this 
discipline. Since, Social Science comprises in its broader canvas the study and analysis of society, state, politics and economy, social actors and factors, social debates 
and dialogues, therefore the role of the academia of Social Sciences becomes inevitable while addressing such issues. This paper examines some questions in the context 
of social responsibility of Social Sciences in India. One, is Social Science in India capable of addressing the concerns of Indian society? Two, to what extent is the 
academic world associated with this discipline able to fulfill its social responsibilities? Third, are the students and researchers of Social Sciences in India able to maintain 
the social relevance of this discipline, which should be reflected in their social responsibilities? Apart from this, this article also tries to explore the future possibilities of 
study and research of Social Science in the context of social responsibility in India.
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Rethinking Ontology and Epistemology in Political Science
Bharti Sharma, Assistant Professor, Dept. of Political Science, Graphic Era Deemed University, Dehradun (Uttarakhand)

Teaching and learning of ontology and epistemology, is one of the important dimensions to understand any socio-political phenomenon, with which Political Science 
primarily deals with. Ontology is generally referred to the ‘nature of being’. It constitutes the elementary structure of the world, what exactly does it signify to exist in 
that world. Epistemology is defined as a ‘theory of knowledge’. It constitutes those processes, applied to gather knowledge about any phenomenon. Where ontology 
entails the very nature of social and political reality, epistemology presents those positions from where knowledge about the nature of those social and political realities 
can be gained and justification can be made. There are two ontological positions remained a matter of debate and discussion namely- ‘foundationalism’ and ‘anti –
foundationalism’. In case of epistemology, three epistemological perspectives can be mentioned: objectivist, constructivist and subjectivist. There is a close relationship 
between ontology and epistemology, though there is not any unanimity found amongst the scholars, regarding the nature of their relationship. Steve Smith, Darek 
Gregory, Deborah Dixon, John Paul Jones III, have considered ontology as grounded in epistemology. Whatever be the nature of their relationship, it is for sure that the 
role of epistemology and ontology is vitally important as they foster the spirit of reflexive learning and critical analysis. Though certain issues are there, in understanding 
these meta-theoretical concepts, definitional ambiguities, contested nature of directional relationship between the two, peripheral position of these concepts in the 
teaching and learning of political science and ‘prescriptive nature’ of teaching ontological and epistemological questions, the phenomenon known as “path dependency’- 
are some of the issues. Need is to develop a pluralistic political science as teaching means alerting students to think from different ways. 

 Neo-liberalism and the Decline of Social Sciences in Indian Universities
Dr. Chetna Trivedi, Assistant Professor, Amity Law School, Amity University, Noida (Uttar Pradesh)

The criticism of the welfare state accused the state of encroachment into multiple spheres of life infringing upon individual rights and market potential. This marks the 
beginning of the gradual transition of the world into the neoliberal order. The creation of neoliberal political programme, was later materialised through a transatlantic 
network of funders and sympathisers of the market-driven ideology. In the late 1970s the economic mouldings of the neoliberal order could be seen in terms of market 
liberalisation and fiscal disciplines imposed in countries including Indian and structural adjustment policies along with privatization were introduced. David Stedman 
Jones argues that a transatlantic network of business, fundraisers, policymakers, and academics spread neoliberal ideas between the 1940s and 1970s. Using ideas from 
Wendy Brown, Philip Mirowski, and Ronald Barnett, the paper explores how neoliberalism’s rise, especially in economics and pharmaceuticals, has marginalized social 
sciences and humanities. This paper further aims to analyze the march of neoliberal rationality in academia especially the universities through the distinction between 
university of culture and university of excellence and how this strive towards excellence has become detrimental for the flourishing of social sciences creative thinking 
and ethical-values in India. 

Use of AI in Social Media to Influence and Determine Voting Behaviour in India Since 2014
Dr. Divya Rani, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi, (Uttar Pradesh) 

In a democratic country, electoral politics has utmost importance. And understanding the elections, scholars have different approach to study it. The most common way 
has been to conduct surveys to study the determinants of electoral behavior. People elect their representatives in elections by exercising their choice and for determining 
this choice several factors have significant role. In India, the major determinants of voting behaviour has been caste, class, tribes, gender, religion, language and ethnicity. 
However, in the contemporary electoral politics social media has its impact on the voters especially the youth of the country. Not only it encourages populism but also it 
has been used as a tool to attract or manipulate people’s perceptions towards party and party leaders. During General Elections of 2014, 2019 and 2024, AI based apps in 
social media has played a crucial role in campaigning of political parties and leaders and have also impacted voting pattern. Knowing candidate’s inclination, AI based 
applications facilitates to solidify or influenced the voters through disinformation. Considering the users of these social media sites such as X (earlier Twitter), Facebook, 
Instagram, WhatsApp and YouTube have made this new method of communications accessible to all sections of the society and has given opportunity to political leaders 
to popularize their ideology and mobilize public opinion. This article will investigate the use of artificial intelligence (AI) in social media platforms to predict and analyse 
voter preferences and views. This entails analysing data from social media interactions such as- posts, comments, like or shares to gain comprehensive knowledge of 
public opinion and voting behaviour. It further attempts to analyse the changing pattern of voting behaviour of youth of the country. For analyzing the paper, the study 
will be comparing impact of social media in 2014,2019 and 2024 general elections with the support of official data, data from think tanks and secondary sources.

Examining Political Corporate Social Responsibility: The Twenty 20 Experiment In Kerala
Prof Zacaria T V, Principal and Professor of Political Science (Rtd), Amal College of Advanced Studies, Nilambur (Kerala) 

The genesis of the Twenty20 experiment in Kizhekkambalam Panchayat, located in Ernakulum district, Kerala, is rooted in the unique approach of the political 
party Twenty20. Founded by the Anna-Kitex Group, Twenty20 aims to blend corporate social responsibility (CSR) with local governance. Frustrated by traditional 
political practices, the party sought to bring about tangible improvements in the community by leveraging corporate efficiency and resources. This experiment, launched 
in 2015, focuses on enhancing local infrastructure, healthcare, education, and overall quality of life. By prioritizing transparency, accountability, and community 
involvement, Twenty20 endeavors to set a new standard for grassroots governance and sustainable development in Kizhekkambalam Panchayat, Ernakulum district, 
introduced several key reforms aimed at transforming the local community: Infrastructure Development: Significant improvements in roads, drainage systems, and 
public utilities. The Panchayat focused on constructing durable roads, modernizing street lighting, and upgrading waste management facilities. Healthcare Initiatives: 
Establishment of better healthcare facilities, including the introduction of mobile health units, regular health camps, and improved sanitation practices. Efforts were 
made to ensure clean drinking water and proper waste disposal. Educational Enhancements: Investment in local schools to provide better infrastructure, modern 
teaching aids, and extracurricular activities. Scholarships and financial aid were provided to deserving students. Employment Generation: Creation of job opportunities 
through local industries and vocational training programs. Initiatives to support small businesses and self-employment ventures were also introduced. Agricultural 
Support: Introduction of modern farming techniques, provision of high-quality seeds and fertilizers, and establishment of farmer support centers. Emphasis was placed 
on sustainable and organic farming practices. Digital Governance: Implementation of e-governance systems to ensure transparency and efficiency in administrative 
processes. Online portals for public grievances, service requests, and community engagement were established. Social Welfare Programs: Launch of various welfare 
schemes for the elderly, differently-abled, and economically disadvantaged groups. Free housing projects and financial aid for essential services were part of these 
programs. Environmental Conservation: Initiatives to promote green energy, tree plantation drives, and conservation of local water bodies. Efforts were made to reduce 
pollution and promote eco-friendly practices within the community.

Social Sciences In India: Challenges And Prospects
Dr. Md Ishad Ali, Department of Political Science, B.N. College, Bhagalpur, T.M. Bhagalpur University, Bhagalpur (Bihar)

Social science research in India has had a chequered history. Today social science research in India has grown manifold and as of 2014, there are 677 universities in India 
with more than 500 departments of social sciences as per the latest statistics from the website of India’s HRD ministry. The establishment of social science research in 
India has not been an easy process because problems and challenges related with social science research continues even till date. One of the main reasons for the variable 
research quality is the lack of proper institutional support. Although a number of Indian social scientists have achieved eminence in the international social science 
community, a majority of the institutions are yet to make a mark in the international academic community. Research organisations recruit university graduates, but do 
not invest in further research capacity building and training.Some NGOs and policy research initiatives such as think tanks have also produced specific development 
focused research products but generally do not have longer term interest in research and the quality of their research is not yet established. Thus, the future of Social 
Science Research depends on how we overcome these challenges.

Social Science In India: Challenges And Prospects
S.Sharmila Devi, Research Scholar (External) Department of Political Science & Public Administration, Annamalai University, Chidambaram (Tamil Nadu)
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Dr.M.Jeyabrabha, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science & Public Administration, Annamalai University, Chidambaram (Tamil Nadu)

R.Karmegam, Research Scholar Department of Political Science & Public Administration, Annamalai University, Chidambaram (Tamil Nadu)

In the last decades of the 20th century, the British government established a modern university education system in India. Based on European theories and concepts as 
well as British liberal education, social science played a significant role in college education. However, because he established the foundation for real social inquiry in the 
discipline of sociology, Emile Durkheim is recognized as the father of social science. In India, social science is an academic field that focuses on the operation, evolution, 
and interconnections of human society. It is investigated at universities, government research institutes, and independent research organizations, and it is taught at 
various educational levels. Methodological issues and difficulties evaluating the caliber of research are problems for social science in India. Social science research 
is also produced by certain NGOs and policy research projects. The history of social science research in India is nuanced. The social science fields of Anthropology, 
Archaeology, Economics, Geography, History, Politics, Psychology, and Sociology are among the popular ones in India. The fields of criminology, gender studies, and 
communication and media studies are more recent contributions to the area. Because social science research sheds light on the needs and desires of human society, 
it can assist in the formulation of government policy. Gained understanding can also improve day-to-day decision-making. The social sciences face a huge task that 
will determine their own future: comprehending, predicting, and assisting in guiding and preparing our society for the necessary adjustments Technological change, 
administrative data developments, integrated research capability, respect for research ethics, democratization of social research, and sense of purpose are the six major 
methodological problems facing the social sciences in the twenty-first century. This understanding helps innovators and entrepreneurs comprehend system capabilities, 
important system contexts, and dynamics, such as economies, productivity, institutions, skills, training, and cultures. 

PANEL - 6
Institution And Processes of Political Representation In India It’s Time To Celebrate The Indian Voter

Dr. Manisha Mirdha, Associate Professor, Department of Humanities and Social Sciences, National Law University, Jodhpur (Rajasthan)

 The right to vote is a fundamental right and the Indian Constitution, under Article 326, ensures universal adult suffrage, allowing every citizen aged 18 and 
above to participate in the democratic process. The act of ‘Voting’ embodies the essence of democratic governance, wherein the collective will of the people shapes the 
nation’s trajectory. It is a tool that allows individuals to shape societies and hold leaders accountable to the people they serve. Ensuring fair, inclusive, and secure voting 
process is vital for the health and legitimacy of any democratic system. Correspondingly to encourage more people to participate in the electoral process, India celebrates 
National Voters’ Day. It is a significant event in India’s democratic calendar. The verdict of 18th Lok Sabha general elections gives extensive expanse to celebrate the 
determined Indian voter and reject the accusation of shouldering partisanship and prejudiced voting. As India has evolved politically, socially, and economically, so too 
have the aspirations and preferences of its voters. Indian voters are more informed than ever. Indian voters are also diversifying their sources of political information and 
becoming more sophisticated.

 Shaping Impact Barriers and Women’s Political Representation: Navigation
Neha, Reseach Scholar, Department of Political Science, Hemwati Nandan Bahuguna Garhwal University, Srinagar (Uttarakhand)

 India, the world’s biggest written constitution and the largest democratic country, has a detail Constitution with its core values of liberty, equality and justice. However, 
despite having a democratic representative government, the representation of half the population still remains low or minimal in higher level of politics. During the 78 
years of Independence Indian politics has witnessed the coming to power of only one woman Prime Minister and two women Presidents. The absence of reservation 
policy in national politics for women, patriarchal attitude of the society, economic constrain, lack of internal democracy within political parties & socio-cultural barriers 
hinders the political involvement of women. The main aim of this research paper is to navigate the barriers faced by women during the course of their political journey 
and how it hinders their ability to reach the higher levels of politics. The paper also aims to provide strategic recommendations that can aid in empowerment of women 
in politics. This Paper is based on Secondary Data from newspaper articles, publication from government sources, Journals, Magazines, Election Commission of India 
data and various report of Gender Gap Report, Inter Parliamentary Union Reports and other relevant sources. The aim of the study is to facilitate involvement of women 
in political sphere which would further boost their representation and advocate reforms which align with the ultimate SDG Goals of reducing Gender Inequality (SDG 
goal 5) and Reduced Inequality (SDG goal 10). 

 Socio-Political Development of The Tribes in Andaman And Nicobar Islands-A Critical Appraisal
Anandi, Department of Political Science, Madurai Kamaraj University, Madurai (Tamil Nadu)

Prof. D. Ramakrishnan, Professor and Head, Department of Political Science, Madurai Kamaraj University, Madurai (Tamil Nadu)

 The Andaman and Nicobar Islands, located in the Bay of Bengal, are home to a diverse range of indigenous tribes with unique cultural and social structures. The socio-
political development of these tribes, including the Great Andamanese, Onge, Jarwa, and Sentinalese, has been significantly influenced by a combination of historical 
events, colonial policies, and post-independence government interventions. The interaction between these tribes and external forces has led to profound changes in their 
traditional way of life, posing challenges to their cultural preservation and autonomy. Historically, the tribes of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands lived in isolation, with 
minimal contact with the outside world. Their societies were self-sufficient, with intricate social structures and practices tailored to their environment. The arrival of the 
British in the 19th century marked the beginning of significant socio-political changes. The British colonization of the islands led to the displacement of tribes, exposure 
to diseases, and the imposition of foreign governance structures. The introduction of the penal settlement in the Andaman in 1858 further exacerbated these disruptions, 
as it brought an influx of non-tribal settlers, which intensified the marginalization of the indigenous population. The contemporary socio-political scenario of the tribes in 
the Andaman and Nicobar Islands is characterized by a struggle for autonomy and cultural survival. While the Indian government has taken steps to preserve the unique 
identity of these tribes, there is an ongoing debate on the balance between development and preservation. The encroachment of modernity into tribal areas has led to a 
gradual erosion of traditional practices and knowledge, posing a threat to the cultural heritage of the tribes. Hence, this paper would try to bring out the socio-political 
status of Andaman and Nicobar Islands Tribes and also bring some solutions for the speedy upliftment of Tribes of Andaman and Nicobar Islands.

The Road to 2047: Challenges and Opportunities for Women Prisoners in Uttarakhand
Arushi, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Uttarakhand Open University, Haldwani, Nainital (Uttarakhand)

As India marches toward 2047, celebrating 100 years of independence, the vision of a “Viksit Bharat” (Developed India) must encompass a reformed criminal justice 
system that addresses the unique challenges faced by women prisoners. This paper investigates the status and challenges of women prisoners in Haridwar and Dehradun 
jails in Uttarakhand, a region often overlooked in national discourse. It examines key aspects such as basic amenities, prisoner demographics, and the level of awareness 
regarding human rights and legal rights. This study is set against the backdrop of India’s recent transition from the colonial-era Indian Penal Code (IPC) to the 
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, a landmark legal reform aimed at modernizing the criminal justice system. This reform represents a significant step toward addressing 
systemic inefficiencies and aligning the legal framework with contemporary values of justice and human rights. Through a mixed-method approach, including qualitative 
interviews and quantitative data analysis, the paper sheds light on the current conditions within these prisons. It identifies systemic shortcomings in the provision of 
essential services such as healthcare, nutrition, sanitation, and legal aid. Additionally, the paper explores the extent to which women prisoners are informed about their 
legal and human rights, revealing significant gaps in awareness that hinder their ability to seek justice and rehabilitation. Despite these challenges, the paper identifies 
opportunities for reform, offering policy recommendations aimed at improving the living conditions and legal support for women prisoners in Uttarakhand. Ultimately, 
this paper argues that addressing the needs and rights of women prisoners is crucial to achieving the broader vision of a developed and inclusive India by 2047, aligning 
with ongoing legal reforms that signal India’s commitment to justice and equity for all.

Analysing the Political Influence of BKU in Western Uttar Pradesh’s Sugarcane Belt 
Ritik Kumar, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Hemvati Nandan Bahuguna Garhwal University, Srinagar (Uttarakhand)
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Amit, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Hemvati Nandan Bahuguna Garhwal University, Srinagar (Uttarakhand)

Rakesh Singh Negi, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Hemvati Nandan Bahuguna Garhwal University, Srinagar (Uttarakhand)

The Bhartiya Kisan Union (BKU) has played a crucial role in shaping the agrarian politics of Western Uttar Pradesh’s sugarcane belt, a region that has significant 
economic and political importance in India. Founded in 1986 by Mahendra Singh Tikait amidst growing agrarian distress, the BKU emerged as a powerful political 
force, playing a key role in the 1989 elections that led to the Congress government’s downfall, and has since become a strong advocate for farmers’ rights. This paper 
analyses the BKU’s political influence, focusing on its impact on policy decisions, electoral outcomes, and the socio-economic conditions of the region. Through a 
detailed analysis of historical and contemporary events from secondary sources, the study explores the BKU’s role in shaping agricultural policies, particularly regarding 
sugarcane pricing, subsidies, and payments, and its broader impact on farmers’ livelihoods. Additionally, the paper investigates the BKU’s electoral influence, assessing 
how its mobilization efforts have swayed voting patterns and political alliances in the region. The findings reveal that the BKU has not only been successful in advocating 
for farmers’ rights but has also become a key player in the political governance of Western Uttar Pradesh. Its influence has contributed to shaping the region’s political 
landscape, making it an essential actor in any discussion about agrarian politics in India.

Identity Politics in Himachal Pradesh with Special reference to Caste, Tribe and Gender
Dr. Jyoti, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Central University of Himachal Pradesh, Sapt Sindhu Campus, Dehra (Himachal Pradesh)

Rishi Kumar, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Central University of Himachal Pradesh, Sapt Sindhu Campus, Dehra (Himachal Pradesh)

Identity has become an important phenomenon in the modern politics. In India, the rise of Dalit politics, especially the SP and backward class politics following the 
implementation of the Mandal Commission Report; linguistic organisation of Indian states from the 1950s, and rise of the BJP, and the active role of the organisations 
like the RSS; and the ethnic conflict, insurgency, and autonomy movements in several parts of the country are examples of the identity politics in India. A Small hilly 
state Himachal Pradesh, situated in the western Himalaya, politics has always been dominated by Rajputs and Brahmins as the upper caste population is the highest in 
the state. According to the 2011 Census, around 51 percent of the population of the state comprises of upper castes, of which 33 percent are Rajput and 18 percent are 
Brahmin. This can be used to understand why Six out of Seven chief ministers in Himachal Pradesh have been Rajputs and one from Brahmin. Among the other castes, 
SCs constitute 25 percent of the population, the share of ST communities is five percent, and OBCs around 13-14 percent, with the remaining five percent belonging 
to other castes and communities including Muslims and Sikhs. Among 68 Assembly seats, 17 seats reserved for SC and 3 Seats (Bharmour, Lahoul and Spiti, Kinnour) 
reserved for the ST. Among four Lok Sabha Seats, one Seat (Shimla) seat is reserved for the SC. Gender also play an important role in the state politics. After the 50 
years of the formation of the State, Women representation are still now lower than 5 percent except fifty percent reservation in Grassroots politics. Based on secondary 
sources this paper analysing the identity politics in Himachal Pradesh.

Impact of MNREGA on Financial Independence and Socio-Economic Status of Differently-Abled Persons -A Special Reference to Tamil Nadu 
Premchandar K M, Project Fellow, RUSA, Anna Centre for Public Affairs, University of Madras, Chennai (Tamil Nadu).

Dr S. Partibhan, Assistant Professor, Department of Politics and Public Administration, University of Madras, Chennai (Tamil Nadu)

 The Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) is an employment guarantee initiative in India that aims to enhance the livelihood 
security of rural households by providing at least 100 days of guaranteed wage employment each year. MGNREGA has become a significant tool for inclusion and 
job opportunities in India’s rural areas. Tamil Nadu became the first state to employ a differently abled person in this act. This research paper explores the economic 
empowerment benefits of differently-abled persons through their participation in MGNREGA. This paper examines how important this act is in facilitating the financial 
independence of Differently-abled person and uplifting their socioeconomic status to satisfy the minimum income of their self-worth. It also analyses the participant’s 
disparities in the field of work and the feasibility of work in the field. And suggest policy measures to strengthen the inclusion of differently-abled persons in this act, 
contributing to their economic empowerment. This paper also finds the importance of “strategy vulnerable groups “participation in Tamil Nadu through this act. This 
research collects secondary data from government websites and newspaper articles.

Political Representation of Women in Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh and Uttarakhand: A Comparative Study
Rohit Tirkey, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Ranchi University, Ranchi (Jharkhand)

Dr. Ashutosh Kumar Pandey, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, St. Xavier’s College, Ranchi (Jharkhand)

The political representation of women in Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, and Uttarakhand has improved significantly since its formation, reflecting social, economic, and 
political changes. Although women’s representation has improved at the grassroots level due to reservation, they still lack presence in higher political positions. 
Chhattisgarh has the highest percentage of women participation in politics since its formation at 14%, followed by Jharkhand at 10% and Uttarakhand at 7%. Despite 
various movements indulging women in Uttarakhand, their participation in politics is less visible. Jharkhand has seen a rise in tribal women taking more account into 
politics. Female voter turnout in these states has surpassed males, making women’s representation more effective. The paper examines the political representation of 
women in Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, and Uttarakhand, focusing on factors like cultural norms, economic barriers, and political party dynamics. It also evaluates local 
reservation policies and compares women’s political representation in these states.

The Tribal Identity Crisis in India: A Struggle for Rights and Recognition
Samir Kumbhar, Lecturer, Department of Political Science, Larambha Degree College, Larambha, Bargarh (Odisha).

The indigenous peoples of India, often referred to as tribals, maintain a profound connection to their ancestral lands, which are integral to their identity and culture. These 
tribal communities of India, constituting a significant part of the nation’s cultural and social fabric, face a profound identity crisis in the wake of rapid modernization, 
economic development, and socio-political changes. This crisis is deeply rooted in the historical marginalization, displacement, and erosion of traditional livelihoods 
and cultural practices. Despite constitutional safeguards and affirmative action, tribal communities continue to grapple with issues of land rights, autonomy, and 
the preservation of their heritage. This paper explores the complex dimensions of the tribal identity crisis in India, focusing on the struggle for land rights, cultural 
preservation, and political autonomy. It also examines the impact of historical and contemporary policies on tribal communities, highlighting the systemic barriers that 
hinder their access to justice and equitable development. Furthermore, the paper also critically analyses the role of tribal activism and external advocacy in addressing 
these systemic issues, arguing for the need for an inclusive development perspective that upholds the rights and aspirations of these communities.

 Indian Federalism and Ethnic Diversity: Balancing Autonomy and Unity
Shilpa Radhakrishnan, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, University of Calicut, Calicut (Kerala)

India can be considered as the museum of ethnic diversities. Ethnicity can be related to the common ancestry or shared cultural features of people living in a country. 
In the post-cold war period, ethnic conflicts have increasingly shaped the political deliberations in the world. India’s federal system has been crucial in managing and 
accommodating the diverse ethnic, linguistic, and cultural identities that characterize the nation. India’s federal structure, characterized by its vast ethnic diversity, 
presents a unique model of governance where autonomy and unity coexist in a delicate balance. This paper explores the dynamic interplay between federalism and 
ethnic diversity in India, focusing on how the constitutional framework and political institutions accommodate various ethnic, linguistic, and cultural groups. The study 
examines the mechanisms of power-sharing, state autonomy, and the role of central and state governments in managing ethnic identities and regional aspirations. It 
also analyses the challenges posed by demands for greater autonomy and the potential for secession, highlighting how federalism has evolved to address these issues. 

 Protest to Power: AAP’s Emergence and Analyzing Shifts in Delhi’s Voting Dynamics
Shikha Sharma, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Swami Shraddhanand College, Delhi
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This research paper investigates the emergence of the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) and its transformative impact on the electoral landscape of Delhi. It traces AAP’s electoral 
trajectory from its unexpected victory in the 2013 Delhi Assembly elections to its resounding success in 2015. The study underscores the party’s innovative approaches 
to voter mobilization, its focus on public welfare—particularly in the realms of education and healthcare—and its robust anti-corruption stance. By examining voting 
patterns, party vote shares, and electoral trends, the research provides a comprehensive analysis of how AAP has redefined Delhi’s political dynamics. Furthermore, 
the paper delves into the party’s influence on historical parliamentary and assembly elections, shedding light on the factors driving shifts in voter preferences and 
realignments among political parties.

Status of Local Rural Governance in India: Emerging Structural Fault Lines and Remedy
Shubhankar Shukla, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Kumaun University, Nainital (Uttarakhand).

Dr. Bhuwan Tiwari, Assistant Professor, Pt. Poornanand Tiwari Govt. College, Doshapani (Uttarakhand) 

The foundation for rural local self-government was laid after independence, drawing inspiration from Gandhiji’s idea of Swaraj in India. But, the activeness and quality 
efforts seem to be lacking even in the twenty-first century in the context of local rural administration, which was required from the start. Even now, there are still a 
number of rural governance-related aspects and places that need attention. In order to ensure local rural governance, major structural reforms are currently needed and 
have been felt for a long time. In addition, it’s important to recognize the new actors who enable governance. The government has launched many ambitious schemes 
like NRLM, DDUGKY, Rurban mission etc. To run such ambitious schemes, skilled people of that area are also being recruited but in this whole process, how the 
block development officer (B.D.O), Chief Development Officer (C.D.O) implement such schemes and how they follow up on it is a subject of research. Even though 
we have reached many milestones in India’s 78-year path to independence, including the introduction of numerous new technologies and ground-breaking ideas like 
e-governance, there are still more steps we need to take to ensure effective rural governance. There must be reforms. We need to go over our list of priorities again to 
ensure sound governance mechanism. Also, there is a need for numerous structural improvements. Improvement is still needed in many areas, from the village level to 
the block development office and district level, to ensure rural governance. For instance, there is a general lack of knowledge of the amenities offered by the government 
at the village level and information about the laws that safeguard the rights of the people. Aside from this, it is necessary to alter the selection procedure for government 
workers who often deal with citizens’ representatives and villagers. In order to establish a transparent system, it is crucial to guarantee villagers participation in the Block 
and District Development Committee and likewise any other decision-making bodies connected to villager’s development. The researcher will discuss the rising fault 
line and its resolution in this research paper while also examining the state of rural governance in the twenty-first century.

 Tribal Development and Their Economic Rights: A Reflection on FRA and Its Falsehood Claims in Mayurbhanj District of Odisha
Sudhansu Sekhar Sahoo, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science and Administration, Sambalpur University, Sambalpur (Odisha)

Forest rights of tribes are indispensable means for their development. The dependency of tribes on forests has ensured their multiple security needs and their identity. The 
symbiotic relationship between tribes and forests became legalised with the emergence of the FRA Act, 2006 in India. The important aim of this act is to give justice to 
the victims of ‘historical injustice.’ However, the status of the implementation of the Forest Rights Act, from 2008 to the present day has not become able to get much 
applause. Forests, for tribal community, are not only important from an environmental perspective, but also are significant sources of their social, economic, political, 
and cultural enrichment. Effective execution of the Forest Rights Act, 2006 will ensure economic rights of tribal community which is necessary for better livelihood 
standards for them. The present study has analysed tribal development concept from a rights- based approach, especially the economic rights of tribes. The study area 
for this work is Mayurbhanj District. Out of total population of this district 58.72% are tribal population and this is the largest district in terms of population in Odihsa. 
It is a kind of reality check of the implementation of the Forest Rights Act, 2006 in Mayurbhanj District. 

Spatial Belonging and Marginality: Understanding Urban Evictions in Shillong
Suman Talukdar, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, North Eastern Hill University, Shillong (Meghalaya)

The right to locate and participate freely in urban spaces is fundamental in all modern societies. This paper explores the theme of belonging and urban marginality by 
focusing on the ongoing issue of eviction of the Sikh Harijan community in Shillong from their current place of inhabitance known as Punjabi Lane, located in the 
commercial hub of the city, Barabazzar. Urban common space is not neutral and it has its own politics of inclusions and exclusions. Thus, one’s capacity to appropriate, 
participate and experience urban common spaces is varied. By looking at this case of eviction and re-location of the Sikh Harijan community in Shillong, the paper tries 
to understand the construction of spatial identities and how far does the larger commodification of public space, surveillance mechanisms and access to public goods 
is dependent on one’s location within the city space. The paper further explores the complexities and challenges of legitimately claiming belonging and inhabitation 
rights by the urban poor through the contours of legality and citizenship. Also, the paper highlights the need for a new imagination in the public and political discourse 
to expand and open the ‘rights to the city’ to all. 

 Electoral Reforms and Constitutional Protection of Voting Rights in India - An Analysis 
Swati Singh, Research Scholar, Dept. Political Science, Jai Prakash University, Chhapra (Bihar).

Constitutional protection of voting rights and electoral reforms in India are essential components of the country’s democratic framework. This analytical study aims to 
examine the importance of constitutional guarantees for electoral rights and the need for electoral reforms in the Indian context. It examines the historical background 
of electoral rights in India, analyzes relevant constitutional provisions, assesses recent developments in electoral reforms and assesses their effectiveness in promoting 
inclusive and transparent elections. The study also identifies challenges and suggests possible solutions for strengthening constitutional protections of electoral rights 
and implementing meaningful electoral reforms in India.

 18th General Election 2024: A New Era of Coalition Government in India
Dr Shashi Kant Pandey, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Langat Singh College, Muzaffarpur (Bihar) 

The 18th general election probably marks the end of a cycle and beginning of a new era of coalition politics. The 2024 election indicate a return to the phase of 
coalition politics. We did have a coalition government for the last decade. A Coalition is not curse to politics in India and we have seen many governments at the centre 
before 2014, running on the basis of a large coalition. There were several factor like social justice as well as the fear about the survival of the Constitution which were 
responsible for the poor performance of the BJP in 2024 general election. Unemployment was a major concern for electorate. There are three very important development 
that have arisen from the 2024 Lok Sabha verdict. First, we will now have a very strong opposition that has been eluding us for many years. Second, the Bhartiya 
Janta Party will have a chance to find the positive form a coalition. Third, as a nation, the electorate has attained a maturity that is becoming scarce in even established 
democracy elsewhere. The purpose of the paper is to analyse why voters turn to alternative appeal. The BJP was successful in getting majority on its own for long, but 
will now have to be pragmatic when running the nation. It will have to listen to its partners and even the position given the ground reality.

 Role of Mandal Commission on Equality and Representation and Its Impact on Social Strata: Investigating OBCs in Post Liberalization
Amrit Kumar Yadav, Research Scholar, Dept. of Political Science, University of Delhi, Delhi

From colonial times to independent India a lot of movements, agitations and mobilization is seen. Mandal Commission is generally marked as important for the study 
of Other Backward Castes (OBCs) which works as the breaking barrier and unmasking the new horizontal and vertical inequalities in society. Since caste is a key factor 
that plays a crucial role in the Indian social and political landscape and after Mandalisation it saw many changes mainly due reservations in government offices and 
educational institutes so it is necessary to have a Systematic research to check the role of caste and how it changes its shape over a period of time that would be helpful for 
the policy-making and governance. This research paper contextualizes the ‘backwardness’ criteria by giving consideration to all the factors including income, region, 
population, etc. Through this, we can analyze the upcoming trends in the politics of India, the level of democracy, and how OBC communities shed on their political 
significance including the third wave of democratization assessing their mobilization and aggregation based on Caste. This paper is not only limited to Caste as political 
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identity but also assess the socio- economic condition post Mandal era .It further explores the challenges they face, and the need for inclusive policies to address their 
specific socio-political issues.

Politics of Marking Boundary: A Study of the Demand for Inner Line Permit System in Meghalaya
Dr Khaidem Yaiphabi Singha, Assistant Professor, Department of Public Administration, Assam Don Bosco University, Guwahati (Assam)

Boundary and the politics of identity is premised on the conceptual recognition of the idea of differences, which may include categories like race, language, religion, 
culture and so on. Therefore, boundaries not only reflect visible distinctions but more significantly the psychological imagination of differences which are not realized 
in forms of concrete ascertainable empirical realities. Contemporary movements demanding an Inner Line Permit System in the state of Meghalaya have gone back to 
an idea of marking exclusive boundary and re-entry in the politics of North East India. The history of North East India was formed with the idea of Marking Boundary 
among certain groups of ethnic communities in North East India and its implication in present context. The study on Inner Line Permit system in North East India 
preserve the cultural, tradition, belief, custom and social value of the inhabitant in this region. The present paper attempts to explore and examine the political, economic, 
and demographic circumstances in multi-ethnic diverse societies in North East India with respect to the demand made for the Inner Line Permit system in the state of 
Meghalaya. In this article, the paper deals with the failure to comply with the demands all too frequently results in interethnic conflict creates political instability and 
disturbance of societal harmony.

 Unveiling Caste Discrimination Among Dalits in Jammu and Kashmir 
Raman Sharma, Senior Research Fellow, Political Science Department, Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar (Punjab)

Dr Nirmal Singh, Assistant Professor, Political Science Department, Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar (Punjab)

This paper will look into the underreported issue of caste discrimination faced by Dalits in the unique socio-political context of Jammu and Kashmir. The caste-based 
discrimination extends its roots into the region, influencing the lives of Dalits in multifaceted ways. The research aims to uncover the various manifestations of caste 
discrimination and untouchability practices prevalent among Dalits in Jammu and Kashmir, shedding light on the nuanced dimensions that differentiate this experience 
from the more commonly studied instances in other parts of the country. The study also examines the historical and cultural factors that contribute to the persistence 
of caste-based discrimination, taking into account the unique geopolitical landscape of Jammu and Kashmir. It explores how political instability, armed conflict, and 
regional tensions intersect with caste dynamics, creating a complex web of challenges for Dalits in the region. Furthermore, the paper discusses the role of legislation 
and government policies in addressing and mitigating caste discrimination in Jammu and Kashmir. By unveiling the untouchable realities faced by Dalits in Jammu and 
Kashmir, this paper seeks to contribute to a more comprehensive understanding of caste dynamics in diverse socio-cultural contexts. The findings and insights presented 
aim to stimulate dialogue, raise awareness, and inform policy interventions to promote social justice and equality for Dalits in the region.

Localisation of Sustainable Development Goals: Awareness Strategies, Implementation and Issues in the Panchayati Raj Institution of India
Kritika Dwivedi, Research Scholar, Department of Journalism and Mass Communication, Chhatrapati Shahuji Maharaj University, Kanpur (Uttar Pradesh)

Dr. Om Shankar Gupta, Assistant Professor, Department of Journalism and Mass Communication, Chhatrapati Shahuji Maharaj University, Kanpur (Uttar Pradesh)

Annanya Dwivedi, Research Scholar, Centre for Economics and Social Studies, Department of Economics, Hyderabad (Telangana)

India among many other countries of the world which are members of the United Nations is working towards the implementation of the 2030 agenda for SDGs adopted 
by the UN. This research paper attempts to analyze the progress of India regarding Localised Sustainable Development Goals (LSDGs), outlined by the Ministry of 
Panchayati Raj, Government of India. LSDGs are nine themes focussed on Poverty-free, healthy, water-sufficient, secure, self-sufficient, Good governance and women 
and Child-friendly villages. This research paper aims to understand and assess the performance of India in achieving the SDGs 20230 by the mapping of 29 subjects 
under the Eleventh schedule of the constitution, SDGs and LSDG themes. To determine, if the efforts are being made in the direction of achieving the SDGs, it is of 
utmost importance that we start by studying the grassroots structure of the democracy which are Panchayati Raj Institutions. While studying we attempt to also study the 
effectiveness of localization of the SDGs, to reach all villages and assess the benefits of all people, the success of IEC strategies. With this, we aim to identify the various 
challenges and suggest the way forward for the localization of SDGs with PRIs. LSDGs by the Ministry of Panchayati Raj, Government of India has placed considerable 
emphasis on behavioural change among the rural population which holds utmost importance for its adaptability.

Why Voting is Necessary but Not Sufficient for a “Republic”? Exploring the Linkages between Democratic Accountability and Electoral 
Participation in India

Dr. Pawan Kumar, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Ambedkar University Delhi, Delhi

The paper explores the relationship between democratic accountability and electoral participation in India. It is argued that the true meaning of the word “republic” 
enshrined in the Preamble of the Constitution of India can be realized when the principle of democratic accountability is ensured not just in a theoretical sense but also 
in practice. The paper seeks to uncover and fill the gap between theoretical and practical understanding of democracy, particularly concerning the value of democratic 
accountability in the Indian context. In doing this, it brings in the conceptual difference between the process of voting and electoral participation, which is important in 
understanding why the process of voting alone is not sufficient to ensure accountability. It is important to work with both procedural as well as substantive understandings 
of democracy to ensure popular sovereignty, which is crucial for being considered a true “republic.” The paper comes up with the understanding of “effective” or 
“enlightened” participation to ensure substantive democratization, which can go a long way in strengthening the linkages between citizen, government, and electoral 
participation, making democracy not a stagnant but a dynamic process where people are actually empowered, and the value of democratic accountability is meaningful.

The Gorkha Community in Assam: Navigating Identity, Representation and Social Challenges
Lakhimai Chhetry, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Assam University, Silchar (Assam)

Gorkha Community is known for its rich cultural heritage and strong martial traditions, over the years, they have maintained a distinct identity in Assam while contributing 
to the socio-political fabric, and are respected for bravery and significant presence in Indian and British armies. The Gorkha community in Assam are a vibrant 
community that enriches Assam with its unique traditions, languages, and cultural practices. Despite their significant contributions to the state’s armies, politics, culture, 
and economy, they often find themselves marginalized, struggling for recognition and rights. Politically, the Gorkhas in Assam struggle with underrepresentation, and 
their voices are often unheard in the state’s legislative and administrative processes. Socially, Gorkhas in Assam encounter various forms of discrimination, particularly 
in access to education, employment, and other essential services. These socio-economic disadvantages limit their opportunities for advancement; therefore, this study 
explores the socio-political status of the Gorkha community in Assam within the current context. This study highlights the political status of the Gorkha community by 
examining their citizenship and identity crisis, the challenges they face in asserting their cultural identity and assimilation, political underrepresentation, and the ongoing 
demands for Scheduled Tribe status and settlement rights. Additionally, the study reviews the social status of Gorkhas in Assam, focusing on the impact of economic 
disparity, limited access to education, social discrimination, and unemployment within their community.

Evolving Identities: The Impact of Post-Colonial Dynamics on the Tiwa Community in Assam 
Lakhindra Gogoi, Assistant Professor Department of Political Science, Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya Adarsha Mahavidyalaya, Eraligool, Karimganj (Assam) 

Post-colonial Assamese society has been shaped by various factors, including language politics, sub-nationalism, insurgency, immigration, and ethnic and tribal 
revivalism. These aspects have significantly contributed to the formation of Assamese society. The Tiwa community in Assam has been influenced by post-colonial 
factors such as ethnic revivalism and identity politics. During the Assam movement, the Tiwa community faced numerous challenges regarding their identity, leading to 
various socio-political changes. This includes the emergence of political organizations and demands for separate administrative powers, driven by Tiwa identity politics. 
Additionally, the development of Tiwa civil space, heightened identity consciousness, and changes in social and cultural aspects reflect the impact of post-colonialism. 
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The Tiwa community’s prevailing identity is not a result of a single historical moment but is shaped by a blend of pre-colonial and colonial influences. Post-colonial 
identity formation among the Tiwa people continues to be affected by modernization, Sanskritization, and advancements in communication and technology. Therefore, 
this paper will attempt to explore the identity formation of the Tiwa community and their Socio-Political transformation from the Post-Colonial Perspective. 

 Political Participation of Women in North East India
 Dr. Lianboi Vaiphei, Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, Indraprastha College for Women, Delhi

The political participation of women is the key to qualifying as a society of being a genuine democracy and a hallmark for gender equality. For it not only facilitates 
women’s direct engagement in the public decision making but also ensures better accountability to women. India as the largest democracy and home to a great diversity 
which is seen in the structures of the society vis a vis of kinship and its descent. The diversity of Indian society can be seen, especially in India’s North East where female 
literacy is much higher than the national average and female mobility with a negligible female infanticide ratio but the political participation of women is surprisingly 
low as the eight states in North East India have never had a female Chief Minister or even a contender till today. The paper seeks to study the causal factors for the low 
political participation of women in North East India and analyses the interplay of power structures in political communities of essential tribal society and highlight the 
determining socio-cultural and psychological factors that hinders women participation in the region.

 An Analysis of Political Participation of Indian Youth
Ms. Sukhada Goel, Dept. of Political Science, St. Xavier’s College, Mumbai (Maharashtra)

People’s Political Participation makes democracy stronger and more stable. It is also a medium to improve the political socialization of a country. The Representative 
Political System is the essence of any democracy. Sadly, it has been observed that youth in India are not engaging in the political process of the country. The Election 
Commission of India has clearly stated that only 38% of the eligible first-time voters have registered to vote in the 2024 elections. It may undermine the entire political 
system of our country. It is a major concern in the process of development of our country. Hence, it is imperative to analyze the causes behind the lack of youth 
participation in the political processes. This paper is an attempt to examine the political participation of Indian youth, assess the causes behind their lack of political 
participation, and suggest measures to make the political system of our country more inclusive and stable. 

 Ethnic Revivalism in the Darjeeling Hills: Changing Dynamics of Nepali/Gorkha Identity in Regional and National Contexts
Ms. Thinlay Choden Bhutia, Assistant Professor of Political Science, Raja Narendralal Kha Women’s College, Paschim Medinipur (West Bengal). 

Identity is a fluid concept, with ethnic identity serving as a primary marker of an individual’s self-perception and worldview. Ethnicity has driven many political 
movements globally, and the Darjeeling hills are no exception. This study shall focus on the hilly regions of the Darjeeling district of West Bengal, which has been 
the centre of a longstanding political demand for the creation of a separate state of Gorkhaland based on Nepali/Gorkha ethnic lines. However, since the 1990s, the 
Darjeeling hills have witnessed rising consciousness of sub-ethnic identities within the larger Nepali/Gorkha conglomerate, referred to as sub-ethnic revivalism in this 
study, followed by a renewed vigour in safeguarding their own unique sub-ethnic identities. The role of the state in providing affirmative action benefits to the indigenous 
people in the region cannot be overlooked in this regard. Based on the findings from fieldwork, this study shall make an attempt to assess the impact of sub-ethnic politics 
of the region on local and regional politics. The paper shall also seek to explore how these dynamics intersect with the broader Indian nation-state and the implications 
for identity politics.

Territorial Autonomy through Asymmetric Federalism in India: A Study of Bodoland Territorial Council
 Nabanita Devi, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Assam University, Silchar (Assam)

In multicultural democracies, the revival of secessionist and ethnic movements underscores the ongoing struggle for autonomy and ethnic assertion. An emerging 
trend of accepting the principle that ethnic diversity of a society must be recognized institutionally, often through adopting a federal system. This paper mainly focuses 
on the strategies adopted by Indian state to accommodate ethnic diversity in Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC) of Assam under the Sixth Schedule areas within the 
framework of asymmetric federalism. The attempt has been made to understand the two objectives, a)To understand the reoccurring demand for autonomy based on 
asymmetric federalism b)To examine territorial autonomy solution, implicit asymmetric federal arrangements have contributed to (un)successful governance of multi-
ethnic societies. Interviews with local political leaders and civilians reveal that the Bodo community feels their demands have not yet been fulfilled, leading to continuous 
struggle for autonomy, while non-Bodo communities living in the region expressed concerns that autonomy may create condition of discrimination. The study concludes 
that the BTC exemplifies a failed case of asymmetric federalism to accommodate ethnic diversity in India because the majority of population are non-tribal rather than 
schedule tribes. It suggests that in such mixed-population areas, non-territorial representation might better address ethnic diversity than the current territorial autonomy 
approach.

 Challenges to Political Apathy among Indian Youth: Bridging the Gap 
 Rahul Singh, Research Scholar, Centre for Development Studies, University of Allahabad, Prayagraj (Uttar Pradesh)

Political apathy among Indian youth is an issue of growing concern, especially in a nation where over half the population is under 25. Despite their potential to 
significantly influence the country’s political landscape, many young Indians remain disengaged from formal political processes such as voting, running for office, or 
participating in political parties. This apathy can be attributed to several factors, including disillusionment with corrupt practices, a lack of trust in political institutions, 
and a feeling of powerlessness in the face of entrenched political elites. This paper explores the underlying causes of political apathy among Indian youth, examining 
both societal and systemic barriers that discourage their active participation. It also considers the impact of education, socio-economic status, and digital media on their 
political engagement. Furthermore, the paper discusses the potential long-term consequences of youth disengagement on Indian democracy, including the perpetuation 
of existing inequalities and a weakening of democratic institutions. In addressing these challenges, the paper proposes strategies to bridge the gap between Indian youth 
and the political sphere. These include reforms in civic education to foster political literacy, initiatives to make political institutions more transparent and accountable, 
and the creation of platforms that encourage youth involvement in policy-making processes. By empowering young people and addressing the root causes of their apathy, 
India can harness the full potential of its youth to create a more vibrant and participatory democracy. 

 Changing Dynamics of Grass-roots Democracy in Jammu and Kashmir: Post Abrogation of Article 370
Sakshi Sharma, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, University of Jammu, Jammu (Jammu & Kashmir)

Local self-governance offers local communities a vital role in the political development process at the grassroots level, ensuring meaningful public participation in 
decision-making and symbolizes the essence of democracy. Jammu and Kashmir’s experience with local self-government is unique due to its special status under Article 
370, which prevented the implementation of the seventy-third amendment act that was adopted across India. In the late 1950s, the former State of Jammu and Kashmir 
took a pioneering step by enacting the Jammu and Kashmir Panchayat Act of 1958. However, this act had limitations, as it established only a two-tier system consisting 
of village and block levels. In the mid-1970s, a Single Line Administration model was introduced to facilitate planning at the district level. Yet, it soon became apparent 
that a more robust and effective Panchayati Raj framework was needed to enhance developmental planning. This realization led to the introduction of the Panchayati Raj 
Act in 1989, marking a significant advancement in the region’s approach to local governance. This paper will explore the profound changes occurring in the villages of 
Jammu and Kashmir after abrogation of Article 370 and the experiences ahead. Historically, the region had been disconnected from grassroots democracy, with block-
level and district-level institutions remaining unfamiliar concepts. The advent of BDC and DDC elections represents a watershed moment for local communities, who 
are encountering democratic processes and institutions that were previously non-existent in their governance experience. The newfound awareness and participation in 
these local democratic structures signify a major shift in their political landscape.

 Political Journey of Scheduled Caste After Independence in Eastern Vidarbha, Maharashtra
Vikki Sahebrao Gajbhiye, Research Scholar, Dept of Political Science, NGIASS, Nagpur (Maharashtra)
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After a century of dark nights, Golden Down was germinated on the 15th of August 1947 for the Indian people and adopted a democratic form of government to rule. 
Diversity is a unique part of our country, caste is one of them. Scheduled caste community is a major part of the population it constitutes nearly 16% as of the 2011 
census. Eastern Vidarbha region is an important part of Maharashtra state, scheduled caste played a crucial role in politics after independence. This study investigates 
the political journey of scheduled castes in the eastern Vidarbha region, Maharashtra state. a mixed methodology approach is used for this research, with data collected 
from the election commission, census, and various government reports. This study explores the political evolution of scheduled castes in the eastern Vidarbha region 
of Maharashtra, tracing their journey from independence through political participation, leadership, and policy impact. The findings indicate a gradual but significant 
increase in political representation and influence, alliances with larger political parties. However, challenges such as social discrimination and economic disparities still 
prevent full political integration. This study emphasizes the need for sustained efforts to address these issues to ensure equitable political participation of scheduled castes 
in the eastern Vidarbha region, Maharashtra state. 

  Revisiting the Diaspora and the Pursuit of the Hmar Ethnic Groups in North-East India: A Liberal Multicultural Study
Hrilthangmawi Pakhuongte, Research Scholar, Assam University, Silchar, Dargakona (Assam)

Group-differentiated rights and recognition of diverse culture among the demography of north-eastern part of India somehow renders a higher possibility of racial 
segregation, alienation and cultural disintegration. This study focuses on the pursuits of individual autonomy and the authenticity of subjugated standards of morality 
among cultural groups. The continuous pursuit in implementation of Article 244(A) of the Constitution of India for territorial self-governance and autonomy with Article 
275(1) as its tool to march towards development in the neglected grassroot areas of indigenous ethnic groups laid out a more radical resurgence. The basic key findings 
includes community cohesion, groupthink, ethnic hierarchy, miscalculation of decision-makers, stereotypes, collective mind guards and self-censorships whether it be 
within cultures or in hierarchical structure of the decision-making processes. This paper would specifically focus on the issues of the Hmar diaspora that have a massive 
impact on the geo-politics of North-east India. Claims of recognition, language rights, territorial sovereignty and autonomy against the model of assimilation and 
acculturation processes by the mainstream ethnic groups of the region had been the sole reason of non-conformists Hmar ethnic. Hence, probable conditions that could 
encounter future resurgence would be highlighted in this paper.

 India’s Party System in the Light of 18th Lok Sabha Elections 
Dr Arup Singh, Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, Sri Venkateswara College, New Delhi

Political parties are links between citizens and State and function as the fulcrum of political process. Although after India became independent Western analysts believed 
that democracy will not survive for long in an overwhelming poor country with high illiteracy rate, Indian democracy has belied dismal predictions. Indian political 
parties and party systems have played a central role in sustaining and deepening India’s democracy. India’s party system has been configured by changing societal, 
institutional and political dynamics; in turn, it has also shaped them. How should one characterize the current party system in the light of recent electoral and party 
politics? This paper argues that despite the BJP not getting a clear majority in the 18th Lok Sabha election on its own, it would be premature to conclude that the party 
system has transitioned into a new one. The BJP continues to be the defining pole of the system and the two regional parties supporting the BJP need the BJP as much 
as BJP needs them. The vote share of the BJP has seen minor dip in the 18th Lok Sabha election resulting in a loss of seats (63) due to the First Past the Post (FPTP) 
electoral system. Data shows that the core social support base of the BJP remains intact. Narendra Modi remains the most popular leader in the country. Moreover, the 
improved electoral performance of the Congress and minor increase in its vote share does not change the long-term secular decline of the Congress; its organizational 
erosion continues and particularly in Hindi heartland it needs the backing of regional parties to stay electorally relevant. 

 Panchayat Raj Institutions and Rural Development: Growth Story of Democratic Decentralization
K. Chakravarti Gondyala, Research Scholar, Govt. Degree College, Narsipatnam (Andhra Pradesh)

In India, Panchayats and Rural Development are like Siamese Twins. We cannot imagine one without the other. Successive governments at the Centre and State have 
realized that the panchayat raj institutions are the medium through which rural development can be achieved. Since Independence, a number of development schemes 
have been conceived by central and state governments and have been implemented successfully by panchayat raj institutions. 73rd amendment has institutionalized 
Panchayat Raj system by giving a Constitutional status to these organizations. This has provided panchayats with ample constitutional and legal framework to work 
for the betterment of rural people. The pace of rural development since the enactment of 73rd Constitutional Amendment Act has also gone up. By formulating plans, 
implementing those plans, through capacity building and by identifying economic and human resources, by empowering self-help groups and increasing community 
participation, the panchayats are playing a monumental role in rural development. Political accommodation and representations of various sections of the society through 
reservations for women and weaker sections has been the hallmark of these Panchayat Raj Institutions The present paper tries to analyze the mechanism through which 
panchayats engage in rural development activities and how political representation of various sections have helped to usher development at village level. This paper also 
tries to analyze various rural development schemes that have been initiated by the central and state governments in which panchayats have taken an active part. This 
paper also tries to identify the challenges of panchayats in its endeavour to succeed in implementing the rural development schemes.

Evaluating the Juvenile Justice Act, 2015: Stakeholders’ Role in Safeguarding Child Rights for India’s Future
Jyothi P.J, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, University College, University of Kerala, Trivandrum (Kerala)

 In India, approximately 42 per cent of the population is under 18 years of age, and a maximum of them are vulnerable and getting victimized by social circumstances. 
To protect the rights of these vulnerable children, in India, we have a comprehensive juvenile justice system that is based on the principle of promoting, protecting, and 
safeguarding the rights of children. Recognizing the vulnerability of children and the need for special and different treatment, the juvenile justice system started with the 
enactment of The Juvenile Justice Act 1986, which was amended in 2000, 2006 and now we have JJA, 2015 which repelled the existing acts. The JJ Act is unique in its 
focus on reformation and rehabilitation rather than penalization, it distributed the responsibility upon different stakeholders, who have specified roles and responsibilities 
that lead to the effective functioning of JJA and thereby achieving the goal of ultimate rehabilitation of children. The study attempts to analyse the stakeholders’ role and 
responsibilities in achieving the objectives of the JJ Act, 2015 and how it contributes to India’s future. 

 Impact of Delimitation Commission on Youth Participation
Kavita Goswami, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Lucknow University, Lucknow (Uttar Pradesh)

This research paper focuses on the impact of electoral boundaries on youth participation in governance. The study views youth participation in governance as a means 
of promoting democratic values of active citizenship. This research paper is based on a qualitative approach in a single case study of Lucknow district of Uttar Pradesh. 
The research found that meaningful support is needed for youth participation in governance. Electoral boundaries play a crucial role in the governance system, but they 
have been heavily manipulated, resulting in a negative impact on youth participation. The results also highlighted that youth participation in governance can make a 
significant contribution to the democratization of the governance system. Inclusivity and civic education remain important for effective partnership between youth and 
political institutions related to governance. Diversity is needed to promote a culture of participation and instill a sense of responsibility among youth to manage political 
and economic changes.

 A Political Status of Working Youth in Indian Politics: An Excellent Leaders for Next Generation
Kapadia Parth, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Hemchandracharya North Gujarat University, Patan (Gujarat)

Suresh Kumar, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Hemchandracharya North Gujarat University, Patan (Gujarat)

In these research paper there is a systematic analysis of working youth in Indian politics. The research seeks to examine the role of working youth in Indian politics and 
what are the factors which affects the youth for inspiring towards politics and apathy towards politics. Everyone knows that India has a huge population of youth with 
a high potential for development of nation. In spite India has a huge population of young generation there is less representation and participation in Indian politics by 
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youth. There are some obstacles which are in front of youth like family and society factors and many more. But youth has a potential to reform the rigid societal structure 
and political structure which is in depth rooted and it is necessary to change it and plant a new welfare visionary society and politics which lead towards a progressive 
and developmental path. The active involvement by youth in Indian politics which leads to emergences of excellent leaders for the next generations and establishment 
of extraordinary welfare state.

Dalit Divides: Exploring the Complexities of Internal Differentiation
 Nitesh Kumar Maurya, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Central University of Haryana, Mahendragarh (Haryana)

Social stratification and inequalities are pervasive in societies, manifesting through gender, caste, race, and class. Caste stratification is a persistent reality in Indian 
society, with variables varying across regions in terms of economy, caste, religion, language, and more. Notably, divisional and hierarchical differentiation exists within 
the Dalit community. This research paper investigates the intricacies of internal hierarchical differentiation within Dalit communities. Recent developments, such as the 
Supreme Court’s August 1, 2024, judgment permitting sub-categorization of Scheduled Castes in reservations, highlight the need for a nuanced understanding of these 
dynamics. This study aims to contribute to the discourse on caste stratification and its implications for social justice and equality.

Representation and Realignment: The Impact of Coalition Politics on Indian Democracy
Abuzar Md Afroz, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh (Uttar Pradesh)

The impact of coalition politics on Indian democracy is profound and multifaceted, influencing both representation and political realignment. This study explores how 
coalition politics, characterized by forming alliances between diverse political parties, has reshaped the Indian democratic landscape. Historically, the rise of regional 
and smaller parties has disrupted the dominance of national parties, leading to more inclusive representation but also creating a fragmented political space. Coalition 
governments, while broadening political participation, have introduced complexities in governance and policy-making. The study examines key coalition experiments, 
such as the Janata Party, the National Front, the United Front, the United Progressive Alliance and the National Democratic Alliance to illustrate how shifting alliances 
affect policy coherence and governmental stability. It also addresses challenges including governance inefficiencies, policy compromises, and public trust. The future 
outlook suggests that while coalition politics offers a platform for diverse representation, it also necessitates ongoing reforms to ensure democratic integrity and effective 
governance. This analysis underscores the dual role of coalition politics in both enhancing and complicating democratic processes in India.

The Pasmanda: Exploring Socio-Political Dynamics of Backward Muslims in India
Subham Jaiswal, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi

The socio-political expression of backward Muslims in India, often referred to as ‘Pasmanda,’ has become a critical focus in discussions about casteism within the 
Indian Muslim community. Comprising a significant portion of the population, these Dalit and backward Muslims have long been marginalized, facing both internal and 
external socio-economic disadvantages. The lack of comprehensive data has historically obscured these challenges, but the Sachar Committee report brought to light the 
pervasive discrimination and poor socio-economic conditions faced by these communities, underscoring the importance of considering caste in analyzing the political 
behaviour of Indian Muslims. This paper explores the complex dynamics of social stratification and examines how casteism influences the socio-political experiences 
of backward Muslims in the context of India’s populist political culture. The study aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of the lived experiences and political 
representation of marginalised groups by focussing on these dimensions.

 Political Participation of Dalits: A Study on Bagdi Community in West Bengal
Dr. Krittibad Datta, Faculty Member, Department of Political Science, Jalangi Mahavidyalaya, Murshidabad (West Bengal) 

The political participation is the most important process of any democratic society, that engage citizens with the political system to influence decision-making and 
governance. Through participation, citizens can influence policy development and implementation, ensuring that policies are more aligned with the needs and aspirations 
of the citizen. Specially for the marginalized communities, political participation can be a powerful tool for social empowerment. As of 2011 census India is home to 
over 200 million Dalits and they are playing an important role in contemporary Indian politics. The Bagdi community is a prominent Dalit group in West Bengal, has 
historically faced social, economic and political marginalization. This research article explores the levels of political awareness, electoral participation, and representation 
among the Bagdis in West Bengal. It also focused on the socio-economic conditions of the study community. The Bagdis’ political participation within the broader 
framework of Dalit politics in India, this article contributes to the ongoing discourse on the intersection of caste and politics. In this research article, I have used a mixed-
method approach combining qualitative and quantitative method for explores the political participation of the Bagdi community in West Bengal.

 Political Yatras: A Possible Victory in Tamil Nadu 
Premchandar K. M., Project Fellow RUSA, Anna Centre for Public Affairs, University of Madras, Chennai (Tamil Nadu)

 This research paper explores the strategic significance of political yatras in Tamil Nadu, focusing on their potential to influence electoral outcomes in a state known 
for its unique political landscape. The study analyses the historical context of political yatras in India and their evolution as a mass mobilisation, communication, and 
voter engagement tool. Political yatras, and mass media mobilisation are the best forms of mobilising people to attract them to the field of electoral campaigns. In Tamil 
Nadu, many political parties play crucial campaigns before the elections and create political waves with their strategy, such as the “Namaku Naame’ campaign”- DMK 
“En mann en makal”- BJP are successful patterns in the current scenario of politics. This paper analyses how the political yatras make an impact towards the people 
and how the parties strategically attract people’s sentiments through the mass media and communicate their electoral agendas. India has seen many political yatras but 
how effectively are the leaders leading the yatras into successful patterns? This paper also examines the political yatras the leaders in Tamil Nadu led by their significant 
patterns and strategies followed by the leaders into success. 

Issues of Indian Democracy through the Lens of Marginal Political Parties
Neeraj, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Hemvati Nandan Bahuguna Garhwal University, Srinagar (Uttarakhand)

In India, there are numerous political parties active at the local level. They control a significant percentage of the voting share which has a determining role in the 
formation and working of the current national and state governments. They compel the national and state parties to compromise with cleavages. The Marginal parties 
have created their space at the local level to fulfil the local aspirations of particular sections of society. It is important to know whether their development in India 
contributes to the health of the Indian Democracy or not. The study aims (a) to understand and evaluate the emergence and role of the marginal parties as a window 
for the micro-communities to decide the politics at the state and national level, (b) to understand the role of marginal Parties in deepening the Indian democracy at the 
grassroots level as well as to analyse flaws of the marginal parties’ system as political institutions. Descriptive, empirical, and comparative methods have been adopted 
to analyze the phenomena of the local parties in Indian politics. The result of the study shows that small communities and local people want marginal parties, constituted 
by their community members, the people at the periphery level want the marginal parties to be there, based on geographical area for their development and at times to 
protect their micro interests at the cost of the larger national interests. The rise of a multiparty system and coalition government in Indian politics raised the growth of 
the marginal parties in India.

Decentralization without Evolution: An Exploration of the Realities of Devolution in India
Mary Bal, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Mirik College, Darjeeling (West Bengal) 

Prof. Durga P Chhetri, Department of Political Science, School of Social Sciences, Sikkim University, Gangtok (Sikkim)

In the early 1990s, India reformed its public administration system in line with New Public Management (NPM) principles towards a more decentralised system. The main 
objective of the reform process was to achieve decentralised ‘sound governance’ and a more efficient public management system through the devolution of powers to the 
subnational governments. Although the constitutional reforms were adopted in 1992, devolution has not yet been fully implemented in India. This non-implementation 
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of the constitutional provisions of devolution, almost three decades after the reforms, brings into question the government’s commitment to the devolution of powers 
and responsibilities. Against this background, this paper critiques this state of affairs and identifies the factors responsible for the non-implementation of the provisions 
of devolution of powers to subnational governments. This paper’s central thesis is that the devolution of powers enhances local democracy and citizen participation. 
Devolution, therefore, has the potential to achieve the intended benefits if implemented properly in the country. This study is descriptive in nature and provides a detailed 
analysis of the devolution processes in India.

The Future of Multilateralism in an Era of Nationalisms 
Chirag Sharma, MA Student, Department of Economics, Central University of Himachal Pradesh, Dharamshala (Himachal Pradesh)

The resurgence of nationalism across the globe presents a profound challenge to the established norms of multilateralism that have shaped international relations since 
World War II. This paper explores the impact of nationalist ideologies on global governance, particularly how they disrupt the functioning of multilateral institutions 
like the UN, the WTO, and regional alliances. By examining case studies from major powers, including the United States, Europe, and emerging economies, the analysis 
reveals how nationalist policies are undermining international cooperation on critical issues such as trade, climate change, and security. The study also investigates the 
adaptability of multilateral institutions in the face of these challenges, questioning whether they can reform and remain relevant in a world increasingly dominated by 
state-centric policies. Furthermore, it considers the potential emergence of alternative frameworks for global cooperation that might better accommodate the current 
geopolitical realities.

Growth of Indian Democracy in Multi-Party System
Dr. Avinash Kumar, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Rameshwar Mahavidyalaya, Muzaffarpur (Bihar)

After a long journey of Indian Independence movement, the constituent assembly started functioning in December 1946 and completed this pious document on 26th 
November 1949. This sacrosanct constitution was enacted on January 26, 1950 and since then our multiparty system played important role in evolving the future of 
Indian Polity. The first general election of the Lok Sabha and Vidhan Sabhas were held in 1952 and thereafter every five years periodic elections at the center and in the 
states were conducted barring few midterm elections. From 1952 to 1967 India witnessed the dominance of the congress party and opposition parties gained marginal 
seats in the Lok Sabha and the Vidhan Sabhas although Bhartiya Jan Sangh, CPI and Socialist Party etc. were making efforts to build their strong holds in several states. 
After 1967, for a brief period the congress at the centre become weak due to the bifurcation of congress in 1969 due to the internal conflict. This was reflected in 1969 
when N.Sanjeeva Reddy lost the presidential election and V.V. Giri became the president of India. In 1971 election, congress again gained popularity due to India’s 
victory in 1971 in Indo-Pak war and the popular decision like nationalisation of banks and coal mines etc. These developments again made congress a strong party 
but due to several agitations, movements and the declaration of national emergency in 1975, congress again became unpopular. In 1977 election for the first time the 
opposition parties were able to dislodge congress at the center and the Janta dal was formed government at the center under the leadership of Morarji Desai. The year 
1980 witnessed the revival of congress in the centre and in the states through several regional parties expanded their influence in their respective states. During the roles 
of Indira Gandhi, Rajiv Gandhi and Narshimha Rao the role of congress party was strongly felt in the centre but the regional parties became important in several North 
and South Indian States. From 1998 to 2004 the culture of multiparty system was exhibited in the ruling party at the centre and the coalition partners were able to get 
important ministries in the Union Cabinet. From 2004 to 2014, at the center congress ministries under Manmohan Singh was formed although opposition parties too 
gained sufficient seats in the Lok Sabha elections. The period 2014 to 2024 BJP got fully majority and the role of opposition parties at the central level contracted. In 
18th Lok Sabha election BJP would not gain majority on its own but the NDA alliance got satisfactory majority to form the government. However the opposition party 
too secured seats in good number and the Indian Democracy witnessed a true picture of multiparty system. The perusal in the working and growth of Indian Polity 
clearly indicates few trends. Firstly, opposition parties have gained popularity in a number of regions due to factors like language, region, caste, creed and religion etc. 
secondly, single party dominance is becoming weak and the national parties prefer fighting elections in Alliance which we are looking in the name of NDA, UPA or 
INDIA. Thirdly, in a number of recent major decisions the Ruling party had to withdraw the relevant notifications on the pressure of alliance partners. Last but not the 
least important trend is that the alliance governments have become a sine qua non in the formation and functioning of centre and state governments in Indian Polity like 
several countries in Europe and Asia.

Caste and Indian Democracy
Dr. Brij Kishore Tripathi, Associate Professor, SAGEMMC, Raigrah (Chhattisgarh) 

Dr. J.K. Dwivedi, Associate Professor, Govt. N.K. College, Kota, Bilaspur (Chhattisgarh)

Social Stratification is a universal Phenomenon. In all the societies of the civilized world. Social Stratification is in existence, in India Social Stratification is different and 
it is based on caste. After Independence we have adopted a liberal democratic set up and it was assumed that gradually the caste system will be weakened, caste system 
was not weakened rather than it has become the easiest way to capture vote and to win election in India. In second week of January 1957 India’s leading Anthropologist, 
M.N. Srinivas addressed the Annual Science Congress in Calcutta on the subject of ‘Caste in Modern India’. He said ‘My main aim in this address is to Marshal 
evidence before you to prove that caste has become much more powerful in certain respects that is ever was in Pre-British time Universal adult franchise and provision 
of safeguards for backward groups in our Constitution have strengthened caste appreciably. In our country there was Politics of Mandal and Kamandal in 1990. Report 
of Mandal Commission was submitted during of Janta Government. It is well known that congress govt. of Indira and Rajiv Gandhi respectively sought to give it a quiet 
burial. It was Prime Minister V.P. Singh who implemented the report of Mandal Commission. After 33 years Now Caste census is again a “Burning Topic of Indian 
Democracy.” Rahul Gandhi leader of opposition, if demanding for caste census and wants to be masiha of OBCs. 

Participation of Tribals in Gramsabha: A Study of Nuapada District of Odisha
Kunjala Nag, Assistant Professor, Dept. of Political Science, Malkangiri Vikram Dev University, Jeypore (Odisha)

Strengthening the Panchayat system is one of the critical governance challenges in today’s India. While India signs in the world in terms of its increasing per capita 
income, the vast majority still have no access to basic minimums of life. We thought that by reviving the Gram Sasan and its executive body Gram Sabha ‘poverty would 
be in history’ in our country. The 73rd Amendment, undoubtedly paved the way for a fundamental change in the distribution and delivery of public goods in rural areas, 
though people’s trust in these grassroots institutions is yet to become solid. However, a radical restructuring of governance space in a substantive sense needs time. The 
objectives of the study are based on the following research framework. Quality of political participation and therefore, public life itself will be substantially transformed 
only when people come forward to collectively debate and deliberate on issues of common concern and are provided with decision-making powers to give effect to 
the shared concerns. Gram Sabha is one such grassroots institution that has been empowered by the 73rd Constitutional Amendment Act, 1992. It has enormous powers 
concerning the control and management of natural resources within its jurisdiction in Scheduled areas and non-scheduled areas where the Forest Rights Act is used 
by the Forest Dwellers and scheduled tribes to sustain their livelihoods. The present study is an attempt to examine the nature of the participation of tribals in a Gram 
Sabha in a tribal majority non-scheduled area. Forest Rights Act in such geographical spaces requires an active citizenry to yield results. Many research studies suggest 
that Gram Sabha made a slow and cautious beginning in Odisha. The strong political will which gendered the Panchayats by introducing a post of Naib Sarpanch and 
one-third reservation for women much before the 73rd Amendment Act came into being had not sustained itself all through the implementation phase. Therefore, this 
research study is an attempt to find out whether Gram Sabhas have capacitated the tribals or not with the help of micro-level research. The present study confines itself 
to a tribal-dominated district, Nuapada of Odisha. The study has identified the Komna block as the sampled area which houses the largest tribal population in the district.

One Nation, One Election: A Paradigm Shift in Indian Electoral Politics
Prof. Tanuja Singh, Social Scientist in Political Science, Dr. B. R. Ambedkar University, Delhi 

 Liberal democratic state chooses their representatives through the mandate model of elections. Free, fair elections facilitate the growth of democracy. Joseph Schumpeter 
in book Capitalism, Socialism and Democracy (1942), has put ‘democracy means only that the people have the opportunity of accepting or refusing the men [sic] who 
are to rule them’. According to Oxford Dictionary, the word ‘elections’ means ‘the process of choosing a person or a group of people for a position, especially a 
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political position, by voting. Elections are crucially essential part of democracy. One of the intangible benefits of voting is its contribution “to the personal development 
of the elector”. In a political system, corrections in terms of process and practices as ‘reforms’ are necessary in face of changing times. Reforms leads to change 
and one such reform is the reform in the electoral processes that looks to bring synchronization of the elections of the two levels of elections, one at the national level of 
Lok Sabha and the other of the state level, Vidhan Sabha elections. Both the levels of elections follow the same electoral process of First Past the Post system (FPTP). 
The idea of simultaneous elections is popularly known as ‘One Nation, One Election’. Simultaneous elections mean that holding the elections together at the same 
time. The significant 61st Amendment Act, 1989 to the Indian Constitution reduced the voting age in India from 21 to 18 years leading to a massive increase in the size 
of the eligible voters in the country. In Indian democracy there are constitutional body which is responsible for the conducting elections for the different levels namely, 
the Parliament, the Legislature of states and the Presidential and Vice-Presidential elections of the country in accordance to Article 324 of the Indian Constitution. 
Simultaneous Elections are set to be premised on the theory of reform that is the institutional theory which focuses on formal and informal rules and structures that shape 
the society. So Simultaneous Election takes into consideration bringing the cycle of conducting the Lok Sabha and Vidhan Sabha Elections in synchronisation or holding 
elections concurrently. Simultaneous elections in countries around the world namely, Belgium, Sweden, South Africa, and Indonesia are the best examples to be studied 
for comparing electoral laws and constitutions of the respective countries. Howsoever political consensus among parties is a must in order to ensure that political will of 
the key actor in democracy supports simultaneous election. The political consensus will require greater deliberations.

The Culture of One-Party Dominance in Sikkim
Dhiraj Gurung, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Kumaun University, Nainital (Uttarkhand)

The culture of one-party dominance in India started with the hegemony of Indian National Congress in the early years of independence as they dominated the entire 
electoral politics for almost two decades. The dawn of the Coalition era by the Janata Dal government led by Morarji Desai for the first time challenged the Congress 
hegemony in 1977. Since then, the coalition era started in Indian politics. But with the arrival of BJP government in 2014, it has again somewhere marked the revival 
of one-party dominance system in Indian political landscape. Sikkim, the 22nd state of the Indian Union was once a tiny Himalayan Kingdom ruled by the Namgyal 
Dynasty. The merger of this tiny kingdom with the Indian Union marked the dawn of democracy in 1975. Since then, the state has so far witnessed a unique culture of 
one-party dominance system which is established solely by the Regional Parties. So therefore, the paper will be focusing on the reasons that has led to the establishment 
of this trend in the state political landscape. The paper is mainly based on primary and secondary data, and the information is mostly drawn from the books, journals, 
articles, research papers etc. 

Recent Youth Politics in India And Democracy
 Vijay Mohan Rawat, Research Scholar, Hemvati Nandan Bahuguna University, Srinagar (Uttarakhand)

Today, social media is playing important role as a tool of strength democracy in country. Simple reason for this is social media reach to most of the people of country. 
This ability of social media is successfully utilized by politician and political agenda-based groups. They are fully active in social media and many times dominate 
discussion in it. Result is now Facebook, twitter, Instagram are becoming center of making political consciousness. And prime target of these social media is youth of 
country. because they spend a lot of time in these platforms making variety of content. So, concern for democracy in India is about abuse of these platform by politically 
motivated groups to mobilize youth politics to drive their anti- state agenda to fulfill their interests. 

Understanding Cultural Behaviour of Maithili People: A Case Study of Malda District
Soumendu Roy, Research Scholar, Department of Library & Information Science, University of Gour Banga, Malda (West Bengal)

Dr. Biswajit Das, University Librarian, University of Gour Banga, Malda (West Bengal) 

This article explores the cultural behaviour of a particular community specially Maithili people at Malda district, West Bengal. In the new digital era information is needed 
by teachers and students alike. Doctors, engineers, lawyers, researchers and people belonging to every profession needs information for their professional practice to help 
their customers or clients, who in turn require information for decision making. In this paper insights gained about the information-seeking behaviours of Maithili People 
in some regions under the Malda District, based on focus groups conducted with members of that community. The findings suggest that participants› information seeking 
behaviours precise into three general categories i.e. tradition, culture and modernity. Information seeking behaviour is to be aware about the information needs and 
information behaviour patterns of a particular community and to make necessary arrangements to fulfil their information needs for their satisfaction and development. 
Maithili Language speakers are generally referred to as Maithili and they are an Indo-Aryan ethno-linguistic group. There is an estimated 5 (Five) crore Maithili›s in 
India. According to ‹Statistical Account of Bengal›(1871) by W.W. Hunter, Maithili Brahmins are identified as migrant communities. It is reported that they compelled to 
shift from their ancestral motherland for various socio cultural and economic reasons. Sometimes there was some clear marks of political paradigm shift also existed as 
the cause. From Mithilanchal and Northern Bihar, districts like Madhubani, Darbhanga, Samastipur, Saharsa; the Maithili people gradually crossed river Ganges from the 
eastern bank and found their new place of livelihood in different districts of West Bengal. Malda is one of them. There are many rural regions in the district Malda, which 
are largely populated with Maithili people. In this article, we encompass the outcomes relating to the cultural tradition & modernity of the Maithili People. Furthermore, 
this study depicts the patterns of cultural behaviour of this community in the said areas.

Democratic Dimension of Geo-economic Space in Northeast India: Challenges and Opportunities after Globalization 
Pranata Bhattacharya, Assistant Professor, Bankura University, Bankura (West Bengal) 

The continuous geographical marginalization of Northeast India and integrative economic space building were simultaneously working in the postcolonial era. 
Aberration of spatial understanding clustering with taxonomic perseverance of perfect development policy affected the region unevenly leading to the discordant 
democratic development. Development and economic integration remain the key in the Look East and Act East policy in the era of globalization. The integration is 
aimed to further link the historically marginalized region to the mainstream of the developed mainland of India. The narrow connectivity through the Chicken’s neck 
is aimed to be diversified incorporating new trading and contact routes through diverse prospects. Stefano Bartolini astoundingly claims the discordant relationship 
between new and old peripheral territorial domains are integrative and disintegrative in certain points. The process of nation building and making peripheral spaces 
into new cores are challenging as linkages between old economies and societies were progressively cut. Borrowing from Bartolini it is well realized that the process is 
dominantly interactive within the communities but it can also be obvious that building new economic integration can obfuscate the lived experience of the communities. 
Border communities of Northeast India can identify themselves into certain alien economic space which inflicted them into divergent community centric schisms 
delving into undemocratic political atmosphere. The modus operandi of Northeast India’s development programme is to avoid and solve the cross-local cleavages but 
the functionality and precarity of this diverse region unevenly responds to integrative schemas. Government and the diverse Political societies existing in the region need 
to function in tandem with the “third space “as Edward Soja advanced ensuring the spree of socio-spatial justice. Understanding the democratic dimension is a tricky 
affair of demographic and democratic permutations and combinations inculcating into assuring lived experience of people and absorption of geo-capacity. Conjugation 
of spatial perspectives and democratic eminence must be primary cord of the paper. The paper can be classified into three broader dimensions-1) Conceptualization of 
Democratic development in terms of North India, 2) Theorization of space to classify Geo-economic space of Northeast India, 3) Relevant cords and discordant factors 
in the existential framework. 

Coexistence in Multi-Cultural Northeast India: The Need for Dialogues and Reconciliation
Dr. Chuchengfa Gogoi, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, North Lakhimpur University, Lakhimpur (Assam)

Historically, the North-eastern frontier region of India has been regarded as a miniature version of India, characterized by unique socio-cultural identities and a pluralistic 
culture. This area consists of eight states, namely Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Tripura, and Sikkim. Historical records do not 
indicate the existence of the Northeast region. However, certain hills and plains are divided by ethnic enclaves that are administered by a chieftainship system and minor 
kingdoms. Their historical diversity was accompanied by coexistence. The pre-colonial era witnessed instances of cultural interchange and interdependent economic 
interactions among the tribes. Through the consolidation of these territories under a single government, the British annexation program was thought to further enhance 
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this coexistence. This led to the restructuring of the Northeast, which raised concerns about the multicultural coexistence in the part. Notwithstanding the reorganization, 
the north-eastern region continues to face challenges in resolving issues related to identity, aspirations for homelands, border disputes, ethnic cleansing, and cross-border 
migration. Hence, it is necessary to engage in a multicultural discourse and reconciliation. This study aims to construct a multicultural framework based on historical 
data to promote cohabitation and provide a favourable environment for collective development in the frontier regions of India.

Fishing Community in Kerala and Major Issues: A Study on Model Fishing Village Project
Dr Anoop. P.V, ICSSR POST Doctoral Fellow, Department of Political Science, University of Calicut, Thenhipalam (Kerala)

The fishing community is an indispensable section in Kerala’s political, social and economic sectors. Unfortunately, this community is facing many problems. For their 
improvement, the central and state governments have been implementing many projects in different periods. This study aims to evaluate the current living conditions 
of the fishing community and learn about their important problems. and learning critically. The state government plans projects totaling Rs 5,400 crore to rehabilitate 
environmentally sensitive coastal areas in the state. The model fishing village will be developed holistically, with the coastal community’s social and economic well-
being in mind. Chellanam is one of ten coastal areas designated as being severely impacted by sea erosion along Kerala’s coastline. The problems became more severe 
after Cyclone Okhi slammed the coast in December 2017. The master plan for the community addresses essential themes such as economic security, protection of life 
and property, sustainable agricultural and fish production, and the development of social and physical infrastructure, including healthcare. A ₹344-crore project to defend 
the Chellanam coast with tetrapods is rapidly underway. The tetrapod projects will span over 7 km of the most susceptible coastal parts in the first phase, followed by the 
construction of groynes in the second phase. This study critically studies the project and the major problems faced by the fishing community.

Constitutional Conventions and Values essential for a Developed Nation
Dr. Rahul Chaudhary, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, University of Rajasthan, Jaipur (Rajasthan)

Generally, the main aspect attached to a developed nation is the economic prosperity of that society. The economic aspect includes per capita income, GDP, the level of 
industrialisation and the infrastructural facilities. However, apart from this, there are non-economic factors also like access to quality education, health, complete social 
equality and freedom to participate in all the societal activities, which enables an individual to enjoy a decent standard of living. The nations like United States, France, 
United Kingdom, Germany, Canada etc. are regarded as the developed nations. Aristotle, father of Political Science, said that the life of an individual is influenced by the 
constitution of the state. The constitutional conventions and values shape the general nature of the society. Though they are the customs, ideals or principles which are 
observed in the political sphere but at the same time they shape the economic as well as social life of the society. The paper argues that there are certain constitutional 
conventions and values which are to be followed by a society so that it can become developed. The article through analysis of the political systems of the major developed 
nations seeks to discover these essential conventions and values.

Marriage In Mizo Society: A Clash Between the Custom And The Church
Dr. Ruthi Hmingchungnungi, Guest faculty, ICFAI University, Aizawl (Mizoram) 

Marriage is a procedure that requires the agreement between two families, i.e., male and female families. After the agreement, they have to go through religious 
wedding rituals to receive blessings from God through religious leaders in religious institutions. Typically, a wedding that was conducted in court did not much receive 
support from the masses. However, the Indian government has approved several marriage-related regulations, including some religious-based laws. For example, Hindu 
Marriage Act, Indian Christian Marriage Act, Muslim Marriage Act, so on and so forth. In the state of Mizoram, although majority are Christian, there were different 
denominations. These different denominations conducted marriage in their own church by their own laws. The state government has passed ‘Mizo Marriage, Divorce 
and Inheritance of Property Act, 2014’ and this was in function till today. A revision process is still going on and this paper will cover the different issues that have come 
up between the Churches and the authorities with regard to marriage system amongst the Mizo.

Gram Sabha : A Space of Democratic Participation
Dr. Santanu Kumar Pattanayak, Lecturer, Department of Political Science, Science College, Pudamari, Dharmapur (Odisha)

Democracy is considered as one of the best forms of governance because it ensures the participation of the people in the decision-making. Participation and deliberation 
by the people of the country is the essence of democracy. India being a democratic country felt the need of the people’s participation in national growth after independence 
and this can only be possible through decentralization of power. In India the Panchayatiraj system is identified a prime instrument of decentralization through which 
democracy becomes truly responsive and representative. The Panchayatiraj institutions are the effective means to bring ‘grass root democracy’ which encourages local 
people to participate in decision-making, carrying out responsibilities and being accountable to themselves in public affairs. But is has been observed that the ‘grass root 
democracy’ is meaningless without the participation of the people. With the implementation of 73rd Constitutional Amendment Act of 1992, the Gram Sabha has become 
as a core of participatory structure at the Gram Panchayat level. It can be named as ‘Citizen’s Council’ or a forum for direct democracy in India. Gram Sabha came to a 
prominent position ensuring people’s participation. This paper makes an attempt to understand the concept of Gram Sabha as an Institution of Decentralized Democracy 
from a theoretical as well as practical perspective.

Political Representation of Women Elected Representatives in Local Governance: Insights from Local Governance Institutions in Gujarat
Dr. Sunny Wadhwaniya, Assistant Professor, School of Doctoral Research and Innovation, GLS University, Ahmedabad (Gujarat)

Following the 1992 passage of the 73th Constitutional Amendment, India had formalized the presence of women in grass root democracy in rural India through the policy 
of ‘gender quotas’ (reservations). Subsequently, the Government of Gujarat enacted the Gujarat Panchayati Raj Act, 1993 in conformity with the 73th Constitutional 
Amendment. The available literature concludes that gender and other forms of identity based inequalities- class; caste, religion etc. became resilient and hindered 
political advancement of women in local governance in the state of Gujarat. The presence of such intersecting forms of inequalities in rural local governance, makes 
Gujarat an interesting case study for the examination of despite these constraints, are Women Elected Representatives (WERs) successfully able to negotiate and remake 
‘political space’ for themselves within everyday life situations? Drawing upon the qualitative ethnographic fieldwork based accounts of the lives of WERs of 50 local 
government bodies in four districts of North Gujarat, the current study reveals that the participation of women in rural local bodies varies widely and various social, 
attitudinal and structural barriers shape this in a distinct way. Moreover, intersections of class, caste and religion affects women’s ability to participate effectively in grass 
root democracy in spite of various initiatives by the state government. The study contributes to the existing literature on gender inequalities and local governance and 
suggests strategies to maximize political representations of WER in Institutions of Local Governance.

An Analytical Study of the Mizo Youths’ Perspectives on the Political System
Dr. T. Lianhmingsanga, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Govt. Aizawl West College, Aizawl (Mizoram) 

Dr. Hmingthanpuii Ralte, Assistant Professor, Govt. Mizoram Law College, Aizawl (Mizoram) 

The attitudes towards the political system have an important role in shaping the functioning and stability of a society. They are the collective beliefs, values, norms, and 
practices that guide citizens’ interactions with their government. A nation’s political culture and the attitudes of its citizens towards its political system can influence 
everything from election outcomes to policy decisions and social cohesion. These factors shape the beliefs, behaviours, and interactions with the citizens and their 
government that eventually decide the level of trust, involvement, and collaboration of a country. Societies can seek to establish resilient and responsive political 
institutions that represent the collective ambitions of the citizens by fostering a positive political culture and encouraging informed engaged citizenship. The paper 
examines and looks at Mizo youths’ perspectives on the political system. The study intends to identify young people’s attitudes, opinions, and concerns regarding local 
and national governance through a combination of qualitative and quantitative methodologies, including surveys and interviews. The study identifies the perceptions 
of the Mizo youths towards the government in terms of transparency, accountability, level of trust, representations, etc. This study gives insights into possible areas for 
reform to improve youth political efficacy and democratic engagement, as well as a fuller understanding of how younger generations view the political system.
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Political Participation of the Kabui (Rongmei) People in the Valley of Manipur
Mr. Gaishinlu Kamson, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, University of Manipur, Imphal (Manipur)

The paper examines the political engagement and electoral participation of the Kabui (Rongmei) tribe in Manipur, focusing on the 12th Manipur Legislative Assembly 
and the 17th Lok Sabha elections held in 2019 and 2022. The study reveals a high voter turnout and active involvement in election campaigns, with significant 
participation in house-to-house canvassing and local political activities. Despite a low percentage of formal party membership (11%), the community demonstrates a 
strong inclination towards political engagement, with many individuals participating in municipal and panchayat elections. The research also explores the sources of 
political information, noting a reliance on television and newspapers, alongside the increasing use of social media. The findings suggest a complex landscape of political 
participation, characterized by a majority of respondents identifying as transitional actors or spectators rather than active gladiators in the political arena. Overall, the 
study contributes to understanding the dynamics of electoral behaviour and civic engagement within indigenous communities in Manipur.

Encouraging Political Participation and Empowerment of Women : A Stepping Stone in the Pathway of Viksit Bharat 2047
Ms. Garima, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Patliputra University, Patna (Bihar)

Mahatma Gandhi says “ Women’s marvelous powers are lying dormant, if the women of Asia wake up they will dazzle the world”. The vision of Viksit Bharat 2047 is 
to ensure gender justice, equality and full participation of women in shaping India’s socio-economic, political and cultural landscape. But, when it comes to the position 
of women in today’s Indian politics, the figures are very depressing. As we know that Political participation is the hallmark of a democratic set up. Effectiveness of the 
democracy depends on the extent to which equal and effective participation is provided to its all citizens. Though our constitution guarantees equality to women yet their 
political participation is abysmally low. Women’s political participation is quint essential for gender equality and genuine democracy. It is thus necessary to examine the 
gender balance in women’s political participation from policy formulation to decision making. Therefore, this study attempts to evaluate the factors that facilitates and 
restraints political participation of women and delves into the comparative study of women representation in India’s Parliament, State Legislature and at the Local Self 
Government Institution levels.The present work will seek to identify impediments faced by women in participating in Indian politics and will suggest the strategies for 
accelerating the process of political participation and empowerment of women by demolishing social and economic barriers.

The 50th Statehood of Sikkim 
Gyalmit Lepcha, Assistant Professor, Sikkim Government College, Rhenock, Pakyong (Sikkim) 

The 50th anniversary of the state of Sikkim is approaching, and on May 16th, 2025, Sikkim will celebrate 50 years of statehood. The Prime Minister has been invited 
as Chief Guest, and the anticipation is palpable in the capital. This commemoration represents not only Sikkim’s journey towards statehood and democracy but also 
a significant milestone in its growth and accomplishments. As the 22nd state of the Indian Union, Sikkim has made tremendous progress since 1975. The milestone 
symbolises Sikkim’s progress and successes. However, the current government needs to address two crucial tasks: the pending issue of Limbu-Tamang Assembly seats 
within the scope of Article 371F of the Indian Constitution and climate change-related disasters. These two tasks will serve as a litmus test for the strength of democracy 
in the state. This paper aims to uncover and spotlight a critical issue that the state is currently facing.

Bridging Nations: The Constructivist Analysis of Longwa Village’s Geopolitical and Economic Impact on India and Myanmar Relations
Hamtha Mukholee, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Tripura University, Agartala (Tripura)

This paper examines the geopolitical and economic significance of Longwa village, located on the Indo-Myanmar border, through the lenses of Constructivist Theory and 
Geoeconomics. Longwa’s unique position, with its cultural and familial ties straddling both nations of India and Myanmar, serves as a microcosm of the broader social 
and political dynamics that define borderland regions. The study explores how cultural identity, social norms, traditional practices, and economic interactions influence 
cross-border relations and contribute to regional stability. Utilizing qualitative analysis based on field surveys and interviews with residents from both sides of the border, 
this paper argues that Longwa plays a pivotal role in fostering mutual understanding, cooperation, and economic integration between India and Myanmar. The findings 
reveal that shared cultural practices and traditional norms significantly enhance mutual understanding and cooperation, transcending the physical border. The study 
highlights how cultural festivals, traditional conflict resolution mechanisms, and a strong sense of Konyak identity contribute to a unified community despite national 
boundaries. From an economic perspective, Longwa serves as a vital hub for cross-border trade, development projects, and economic policies that influence regional 
stability and cooperation. Ultimately, this research emphasizes Longwa’s potential as a model for leveraging cultural and economic ties to strengthen international 
relations in borderland areas.

Human Security and Dynamics of Public Confidence in Manipur (Trust deficit on state actors in contemporary) 
Laitonjam Muhindro, Assistant Professor, Department of Human Rights, S. Kula Women’s College, Nambol (Manipur)

Democracy and good governance are very imperative for providing human security which is a means to ensure security for its people. Human security is not a concern 
with weapons – it is a concern with human life and dignity. So, human security means safety for people from both violent and non-violent threats. It is said, human 
rights are violated in many ways due to insurgency-prone states. In searching for insurgency outfits in the locality, many innocent people face torture and inhumane acts 
by police and paramilitary forces. Besides, the present ethnic conflict seems to develop a new dynamic of people’s confidence in the governance both at the centre and 
state as well. A big misconception and mistrust appeared on the state actors by different ethnic groups. As such, public relations with state actors have not been up to the 
desired one since long back that affects human security. This paper attempted to analyse the impact of the present ethnic conflict on public confidence in the state and 
paramilitary forces. To study the nature of human security in this conflict. It is often said that Assam rifles are real friends of the hill whereas valley people have lost trust 
in them. On the vice versa hill people do not have confidence in state forces. Lots of chaos and conflict is still ongoing in the state.

Empowered Voices: Muslim Women’s political participation and representation
Nishad Shafiq Shaikh, Research Scholar, Department of political Science, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Marathwada, University, Ch. Sambhajinagar (Maharashtra)

Muslim Women picture is something different in India because they have secondary place in the religion and society. Women are challenging multiple layers of 
marginalization including into caste, class, religion, Gender and socio-Economic, educational status which hinder their political participation and representation. This 
study Explore the empowering voices of Muslim Women in Indian politics, examining their experiences challenges and Strategies for participation and representation. 
This paper examines the political participation and representation of Muslim women in India. A group that her long been Marginalized and excluded from political 
process. We can see the participation of Women in politics in two stages; first one is direct participation in election and second one is participation in voting process. 
Population of Women is increasing but those are not active in the politics. it means the active role of Women in politics in decreasing. Political Participation and 
Representation is a prerequisite for the development of Women in post independent India. In The light of the fact there is requirement of micro community-based 
study. This research is important to understand the political participation and Representation of Muslim Women. A special reference to Muslim Women focuses on the 
participation and Representation in Indian politics. This research as well as both Qualitative and Quantitative Methods. The secondary sources and information used, 
like articles, Research journals, Magazine, government’s reports, websites. This paper identifies key barriers to their participation. 

Evaluating the Impact of Mohalla Clinics on Primary Health Care Delivery in Delhi: A Qualitative Analysis towards Viksit Bharat 2047
Ms. Sapna Kumari, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science and Public Administration, Banasthali Vidyapith, Jaipur (Rajasthan)

Dr. Rupali Bhouradia, Associate Professor, Department of Political Science and Public Administration, Banasthali Vidyapith, Jaipur (Rajasthan)

The “Viksit Bharat 2047” vision represents India’s ambitious goal to become a developed nation by 2047, with health care being a critical component of this development. 
Within this framework, the Mohalla Clinics initiative in Delhi has emerged as a pivotal model for enhancing primary health care delivery, particularly for underserved 
populations. This paper presents a qualitative analysis of the impact of Mohalla Clinics on primary health care delivery in Delhi, exploring their role in achieving the 
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broader objectives of public health policy in India. The study utilizes a qualitative research methodology, including an in-depth analysis of healthcare providers and 
patient satisfaction. The data were analyzed using thematic analysis to identify key patterns and themes related to accessibility, quality of care, patient satisfaction, and 
the overall effectiveness of the clinics. The findings reveal that Mohalla Clinics have significantly improved access to primary health care services, particularly among 
low-income and marginalized communities. Patients reported high levels of satisfaction with the quality of care, citing the clinics’ proximity, affordability, and the 
respectful treatment received from healthcare providers. However, challenges such as resource constraints, workforce shortages, and the need for better integration with 
larger health systems were also highlighted. These insights underscore the potential of Mohalla Clinics to contribute to the “Viksit Bharat 2047” vision by addressing 
critical gaps in urban healthcare delivery. This study concludes with policy recommendations aimed at optimizing the functioning of Mohalla Clinics and ensuring their 
sustainability as a model for primary health care in urban India.

Aam Aadmi Party: Construing Populist Politics and Policies in the NCT Delhi
Akash, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science,North-Eastern Hill University, Shillong (Meghalaya) 

The proposed paper examines the emergence and development of the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) in the political arena of the National Capital Territory (NCT) of Delhi, 
with a specific focus on its populist political strategies and objectives. The prevailing popular dissatisfaction with conventional political elites and corruption led to the 
emergence of AAP. This proposed paper also conducts a rigorous analysis to investigate how AAP’s populist techniques, including the use of anti-corruption rhetoric, 
direct interaction with common people, and the promotion of welfare initiatives, have reshaped the political discourse in Delhi. The discussion provides valuable insights 
into the impact of populist politics on regional governments and policy implementation. Additionally, it also underscores the intricacies of contemporary Indian politics, 
as populism emerges as a dominant force that shapes specific expectations and political outcomes.

Swacch Bharat Mission: Evolution And Historical Overview
Dr. Tapan Kumar Bihari, Assistant Professor, Centre for Political Studies, School of Social Sciences, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi

The Swacch Bharat Mision (SBM) targeting removal of Opern Defection (OD), promoting cleanliness and hygiene, and improving the overall living standards of people 
across the country. One of the key objectives of the mission is to improve the health and well-being of rural women, who are often the most affected by poor sanitation 
and hygiene conditions. In 2014, the current Prime Minister of India, Narendra Modi, launched the SBM as a national campaign coinciding with the birth anniversary of 
Mahatma Gandhi with an objective to achieve a clean and hygienic India by October 2, 2019, to commemorate the 150th birth anniversary of Father of the Nation. Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi focused on the issues of sanitation, hygiene and open defecation. He requested to the people of our country that ‘Swachchhata’ (sanitation) must 
become a movement in coming years. He referred to the Gandhian way of ‘Satyagraha’ and coined a new term ‘Swachchhagraha’; which means that spirit of making 
the motherland clean and hygienic which should become a movement for all. India is said to have cities Harappa and MohenjoDaro which exhibited certain evidences of 
proper drainage system. Taking cue from the same, Government of India came up with a new mission that is Clean India Mission in 2014.The paper presents a historical 
overview of sanitation in India. It analyses various steps and policies, programmes and initiatives towards sanitation and hygiene from Indus Valley Civilisation, Vedic 
Age, during different Kindoms in India, colonial era and Post-independence period. It also discusses various objectives, components, challenges and commitment of 
Government towards SBM.

Political Economy Concession of FRA 2006: Combating Between Tribal Augmentation and The Fate of the Forest in Scheduled Areas
Dr. Roshni Kujur, Assistant Professor, PG Department of Pol. Sc. and Pub. Admn, Sambalpur, University (Odisha)

A political-economic system defines the relationship between political and economic institutions and the allocation of policies in a country. Determining the distribution 
of economic power among the social classes and its impact on state policies to make the political economy more fundamental and democratic. Tribal is closely associated 
with the forest and its ecological system. Still, their struggle to protect and preserve has been a prolonged experience since Independence; due to the veiled development 
process, the underprivileged tribals always remain deteriorated from the planning process. The political undercurrents of economic policy-making toward tribals and 
tribal development planning are captured in this article from a historical perspective. It focuses on the Scheduled Tribes (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act of 2006 and 
its effects on the environment and tribal development. Tribal communities and other traditional forest dwellers have legal protections under the Forest Rights Act (FRA) 
of 2006 to ensure they can access the forest resources they depend on for survival, shelter, and cultural maintenance. This paper explores whether a recently enacted, 
politically motivated law will stimulate tribal economic growth and environmental sustainability. It has been argued that the Act will not improve conservation efforts or 
help tribal communities. Instead, it’s a smokescreen to draw in outsiders for a potentially disastrous non-tribal intervention.

Pesa Act And The Politics Of Decentralization: A Study Of Its Implementation In Scheduled Areas
Mr. Saroj Kerketta, Lect. In Political Science, Dalmia College Rajgangpur (Bihar)

The Panchayats (Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996 (PESA) aimed to decentralize power and empower tribal communities in Scheduled Areas. However, 
its implementation has been irregular and contested. This article examines the politics of decentralization in Scheduled Areas, exploring; the historical context and 
provisions of PESA, the challenges and opportunities of implementing PESA in diverse tribal contexts, the role of state and non-state actors in shaping PESA’s 
implementation, case studies of successful and unsuccessful PESA implementation, the impact of PESA on tribal self-governance, resource management, and social 
justice. Through a critical and nuanced analysis, this article reveals the complexities and contradictions of decentralization in Scheduled Areas, highlighting the need for 
more effective and inclusive implementation of PESA to truly empower tribal communities.

Institutions And Processes of Political Representation and Women’s Electoral Participation In India
Dr. T. Jothi Rama Lingam, Associate Professor Dept. of Political Science, Periyar Govt. Arts College, Cuddalore, Cuddalore District (Tamil Nadu)

Alexander, Scholar,Dept.Of Political Science Annamalai University, Annamalai Nagar, Chidambaram (Tamil Nadu) 

Members of Lok Sabha (House of the People) or the lower house of India’s Parliament are elected by being voted upon by all adult citizens of India, who crossed 18 
years from a set of candidates who stand in their respective constituencies. Every adult citizen of India can vote only in their constituency Political representation is the 
act of making present something that is not physically present in the political realm. It involves the formation of a legislature or an election to represent the interests 
of the people, the nation, or the national interest. It is a complex concept that combines both the practical aspects of governance and the abstract idea of the people as 
a sovereign entity. Political representation resolves the dilemma of the people being both rulers and subjects by delegating power to representatives who carry out the 
activities of governance while being restrained by constitutional provisions and future elections. Following Independence, women’s participation as voters was not 
immediately enthusiastic. It increased gradually, however; in the last Lok Sabha election of 2019 and 2024, almost as many women voted as men—a watershed in 
India’s progress towards gender equality in politics which has been called a “silent revolution of self-empowerment”. The increased participation, especially since the 
1990s, is attributed to a number of factors. First, higher levels of literacy among women and their greater participation in the workforce have contributed to increasing 
their political awareness and confidence to cast their vote. Second, the growth of the electronic media and the digital revolution have expanded the reach of awareness 
campaigns about voting rights, conducted both by Election Commission of India and other organisations. Third, the Election Commission has adopted institutional 
measures to encourage women to vote, such as ensuring safety by guarding against intimidation, and providing separate queues for women at polling booths. Women-
friendly ‘pink booths’ are set up where the entire staff including election officials, police and security personnel, are female. With heightened security measures during 
elections over the years, violence and intimidation of voters on polling day has largely declined, encouraging more people to participate, and not only the women. Fourth, 
reservations for women in Panchayats and municipalities have also helped enhance female inclusion in the structures of power at the local level. Fifth, political reforms, 
technological transformation, and notions of women’s rights are gaining momentum and encouraging more women to vote.

Issues And Challenges Of ‘One Nation, One Election’ In Indian Perspective
Vinod Kumar, Research Scholar, Kakatiya University, Warangal (Telangna)
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“One Nation, One Election.” This proposed change aims to synchronise national, state, and local election timings to reduce frequent election cycles. The analysis 
shows that synchronised elections could save significant costs for state and central governments by reducing expenses related to election administration, security, 
and disruptions in governance. Estimated annual savings could exceed ₹45 billion. The effect on state governments varies; while national issues might overshadow 
local concerns, state administrations could benefit from more governance-focused time rather than electioneering. This might decrease voter fatigue but could limit 
expressing dissatisfaction with state governments at different times. From an industry standpoint, synchronised elections offer more stable policies and less political 
uncertainty. Overall, simultaneous elections promote better governance focus and enhance political and economic stability. The notion of One India, One election stands 
as an admirable concept, yet its potential to alleviate issues requires in-depth discussion. Despite the announcement of the 2019 General election, this idea remained 
unimplemented. However, if executed with precision, it holds promise to transform India’s electoral system, addressing the urgent need for capable administrative 
personnel and robust security measures. Highlighted by the standing committee, there’s a call to reduce election frequency to grant both the government machinery 
and the election commission time for other crucial administrative tasks. While an immediate shift may not be feasible, it’s vital to deliberate and seek pathways for its 
eventual adoption. In today’s political sphere, every action often gets interpreted as a strategic move to secure votes or undermine opponents. Critics question that why 
the above-mentioned committees never saw the imposition of President’s rule for whatever time in states, to save money for the exchequer and ease the burden on the 
government machinery, as a disproportionate step when compared to people’s right to be governed by an elected government at all times. The same holds true for the 
recommendations regarding the swearing-in of new houses that will remain operational for the remainder of the time. If the Model Code of Conduct allegedly impedes 
developmental activities, the remainder term might also obstruct such activities if the concerned government is there at the helm, only for three years rather than the 
conventional five. It is also claimed that our lack of election synchronisation is a tenet of our evolution as a democratic polity with a federal framework. It is further 
alleged that the successive committees formed on the topical issue merely stood on the shoulders of their predecessors, in recommending various ways to conduct 
simultaneous elections. They did not add any fresh perspective to the discourse as much as they revisited and reiterated established perspectives without broadening 
the discussion. Some critics also contend that by disrupting the simultaneous elections in 1968 and 1969, Article 356 of the Constitution set off a series of out-of-sync 
elections across the nation. As is the case, in the event that the constitutional machinery in a state fails, the President assumes the authority under Article 356. The 
mechanism states that if the President is convinced that a situation has developed in which the government of a state is unable to function in compliance with the 
provisions of the Constitution after receiving a report from the governor of a state, the President may either declare that all of the governor’s powers have been transferred 
to her or that the legislature’s powers are now exercisable only with the permission of the Parliament. This is referred to as President’s Rule in common parlance. The 
Supreme Court had ruled in the famous case of SR Bommai v. Union of India (1994) that the President’s authority to dissolve a state government under this article is 
not unlimited and should only be used after such a proclamation has been approved by both houses of Parliament. This served as a check on the president’s authority to 
dissolve a state legislative body, as it had been in 1968, 1969, and various cases after. On the other hand, the proponents of ONOE argue that since it would be easier for 
individuals to cast multiple ballots at once, during simultaneous elections, it might potentially improve voter turnout as well, also reported by the Law Commission itself. 
The implementation of “One Nation, One Election” will let the government to concentrate more on critical governance issues as opposed to being perpetually arrested 
in election mode, which often delays the implementation of welfare policies.

PANEL - 7
Uniform Civil Court: Politics And Policy Uniform Civil Code with Special Reference to Constitutional Provisions: A Way Forward for Fostering 

Gender Equality
Mrs. Dibyabharati Naik, Lecturer in Political Science, Larambha College, Larambh, Bargarh (Odisha)

The Uniform Civil Code has been remained as the most debatable topic for last few decades. Uniform Civil Code implies One Nation One Law principle which is 
applicable to all the section and community irrespective of their caste, religion and other social system. This is the most remarkable and best ever decision of Indian govt. 
for ensuring gender equality and justice. The constitution of India has the provision of UCC under Part-IV, Article-44 as a directive principle which is non-justiciable 
in nature. It is a strongest weapon in the hand of women to fight against the evil practices like bi-gamy, poly-gamy, divorce, property inheritance, succession, adoption, 
maintenance and other related problem. The govt. strives to implement UCC in an efficient and effective way to securing the equality enshrined in article-14. But govt. 
has been facing various challenges on this way. Still, govt trying it level best to implement it because this law not only highlighted the women’s right issue but also helped 
in maintaining and establishing a religious, socio-cultural diversity. And it is a matter of national integrity of our nation.

 Uniform Civil Code: Politics and Policy
Mahkish Iqbal, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh (Uttar Pradesh)

The state shall endeavour to secure for the citizens, a Uniform Civil Code throughout the territory of India. So, states article 44, which is one of the 16 articles enshrined 
in Part 4 of the constitution of India Under the Directive Principles of State Policy. Article 44 was introduced in the constituent assembly by B R Ambedkar and was 
unanimously passed on the same day. However, amendments were moved by some Muslim members, that provisos should be added, namely, “provided that any group, 
section or community or people shall not be obliged to give up its own personal law in case it has such a law”. The article was also criticized on the basis that a Uniform 
Civil Code would not be feasible for a diverse country like India. Ambedkar responded to this by saying that we already have a uniform criminal code, Law of Transfer 
of Property etc. that are applicable through the country. Governments from time to time have tried to bring a law to this effect. But the provision of Uniform Civil Code 
still remains among the Directive Principles of state Policy. There have also been judicial interventions in this matter especially in the famous Shah Bano Case of 1985. 
The question of personal laws contradicts with the provision of Personal laws in the constitution. This paper tries to chalk out a policy framework for the feasibility and 
implementation of Uniform Civil Code in India. 

Uniform Civil Code: Politics and Provision
Dr. Megha Kumari, Assistant Professor, Department of Political. Science, Sahibganj college, Sahibganj (Jharkhand)

Article 44 of the Directive Principles of State Policy in the Indian Constitution states that the state should try to ensure a uniform civil code (UCC) for all citizens. But 
in practice, it has more challenges on the ground of diversity in India in every aspect. such as: Religious Diversity and Sentiments, Lack of Consensus and Political 
Will, Social and Cultural Implications, Complexity of Existing Laws, Enforcement Issues, Economic and Social Justice Considerations, discrimination, Economic 
Implications, communal tensions So, the history of UCC in India has always been debatable, political, or polarized from 1951 to the present in the Indian political system 
and Indian socio-legal landscape. The philosophy of the Indian constitution reflected the ideas of equality, justice and promoting secularism, but without uniformity in 
law, it will not seem possible. The purpose of the purpose of the proposed research paper is to examine challenges before implementing the UCC in the context of Indian 
politics and constitutional provisions. On the 78th anniversary of independence, we are still facing conflict on these issues because of a lack balance between uniformity 
and diversity, between individual rights and community rights, and between tradition and modernity.

Uniform Civil Code: A Quest to Ensure Social Equality
Dr. Amita Sanjiv Kanegaon, Department of Political Science, D.D. Shinde Sarkar College, Kolhapur (Maharashtra)

The Uniform Civil Code (Uniform Civil Code) represents a quest to ensure social equality by unifying personal laws across India, which are currently based on various 
religious practices. The quest is reflected through consistent debates from the colonial period to the present times. The Lex Loci Act, 1850; the Hindu Code Bill etc; 
emphasized the need and significance of uniformity in codification of Indian law. Proponents argue that the Uniform Civil Code can help achieve true equality by 
standardizing laws related to marriage, divorce, inheritance, and adoption, thereby eliminating disparities and discriminatory practices entrenched in different religious 
codes. However, this quest is complex, as it involves balancing the goal of uniformity with the need to respect and preserve cultural and religious identities. Implementing 
the Uniform Civil Code will lead to significant socio-political challenges, including resistance from communities concerned about losing their deeply held traditions and 
practices. In this paper an attempt is made to know the history of Uniform Civil Code, to study constitutional and government’s efforts concerning Uniform Civil Code, 
and; to examine major judicial cases related to Uniform Civil Code and the opinions of renowned judges and scholars on the subject. 
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 The Implementation of Uniform Civil Code in Assam: Challenges and Opportunities
 Dr. Himashree Patowary, Assistant Professor of Political Science, University of Science and Technology, Rai ke Boi (Meghalaya)

The concept of a Uniform Civil Code has long been a topic of significant debate in India, symbolizing the tension between the ideals of legal uniformity and the realities 
of cultural diversity. Enshrined in Article 44 of the Indian Constitution, the Uniform Civil Code envisions a single legal framework governing personal matters such 
as marriage, divorce, inheritance, and adoption for all citizens, irrespective of their religion or ethnicity. While the idea of a Uniform Civil Code has been a subject of 
debate across India, its potential implementation in Assam presents unique challenges and opportunities due to the state’s diverse demographic composition. Assam 
is a microcosm of India’s broader cultural, ethnic, and religious diversity, with a population that includes numerous indigenous tribes, ethnic groups, and religious 
communities, each with its own distinct customs and legal practices. The Sixth Schedule of the Indian Constitution grants significant autonomy to certain tribal areas in 
Assam, allowing them to maintain their customary laws and practices. This legal pluralism, deeply rooted in the social fabric of the state, raises critical questions about 
the feasibility and desirability of implementing a uniform legal code. At the same time, proponents of the Uniform Civil Code argue that it could serve as a powerful 
tool for promoting gender equality and social justice, potentially addressing disparities and injustices that arise from the existing patchwork of personal laws. The debate 
over Uniform Civil Code in Assam, therefore, is not merely a legal or administrative issue but one that touches upon the core values of cultural identity, autonomy, 
and national integration. This study aims to explore the complex dynamics surrounding the implementation of Uniform Civil Code in Assam by examining the specific 
challenges posed by the state’s unique socio-cultural landscape and the opportunities that such a reform could offer. Through a detailed analysis of legal frameworks, 
community perspectives, and political discourse, this research will provide a comprehensive understanding of the potential impact of Uniform Civil Code in Assam, 
contributing valuable insights to the broader national conversation on this critical issue. While the Uniform Civil Code is envisioned as a means to ensure equal rights 
and social justice across all communities, its implementation in a diverse and multi-ethnic state like Assam presents a unique set of challenges. Assam’s legal landscape 
is characterized by a complex interplay of customary laws, religious practices, and constitutional provisions, particularly those protected under the Sixth Schedule, 
which grants autonomy to tribal communities to govern themselves according to their traditions. The problem at the core of this study is the potential conflict between 
the goal of achieving legal uniformity through the Uniform Civil Code and the need to preserve the cultural and legal autonomy of Assam’s various ethnic and religious 
communities. 

 Uniform Civil Code: Politics and Policy
Nivesh Dhiman, Student, Department of Political Science, Central University of Himachal Pradesh, Dharamshala (Himachal Pradesh)

A common civil code will help the cause of national integration by removing disparate loyalties to laws which have conflicting ideologies.” - Justice Y.V. 
Chandrachud. The Paper examines the continuous discussions and key advancements around India’s Uniform Civil Code. The Uniform Civil Code aims to replace 
current individual regulations based on religion with uniform regulations applicable to all. Proponents acknowledge that it would foster public solidarity and promote 
gender equality, particularly by ending practices that victimize women. For instance, NFHS-5 estimates show that 23.3% of women in the 20-24 age bracket were married 
before they were 18, highlighting the need for uniform marriage laws. Nonetheless, the Uniform Civil Code is additionally questionable. Pundits are concerned that it could 
harm India’s social and religious diversity by imposing the same regulations on all communities, potentially infringing on the rights of religious minorities and leading to 
social unrest. The discussion reflects bigger political contrasts about whether the Uniform Civil Code is a stage toward progress or a method for forcing the majority’s will. 
Executing the Uniform Civil Code in India is challenging due to the country’s vast social diversity. The focus of the conversation has evolved from emphasizing national 
unity to legal equality and, currently, to gender justice. The paper also compares the adoption of a Uniform Civil Code in different countries, highlighting the positive and 
negative consequences, and emphasizing the need for careful consideration of its social and legal implications.

The Uniform Civil Code: Aligning Policy With The Vision Of A ‘Viksit Bharat @2047’
Parul Singh, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, University of Delhi, Delhi

The study examines the relationship between the Uniform Civil Code and the vision of “Viksit Bharat @2047,” which represents India’s goal of being a developed 
country by its 100th year of independence. The Uniform Civil Code, which seeks to provide a standardized legal structure for all individuals regardless of their religious 
affiliation, has been a highly debated matter in Indian politics and culture for a considerable period of time. This study explores the historical backdrop, constitutional 
significance, and continuing controversies surrounding the Uniform Civil Code. It examines the perspectives of both its proponents, who consider it a secular and 
inclusive reform, and its detractors, who express worries about its possible effects on religious freedom and cultural identity. The research contends that the Uniform 
Civil Code serves not just as a legal reform but also as a crucial measure to promote social cohesion and reduce political influence in Indian society. This aligns with the 
larger socio-economic and cultural goal of achieving a developed India by 2047. The paper examines significant legal cases and the influence of political organizations 
such as the BJP and Sangh Parivar, and tries to identify obstacles to the implementation of the Uniform Civil Code. It then suggests a way forward that aligns with the 
Prime Minister’s vision of a fair, united, and forward-thinking India, where legal equality fosters progress throughout the nation.

 Uniform Civil Code in India: Article 44 of the Constitution and Challenges Ahead
Dr. Ram Chandra Singh, Associate Professor, Dept. of Political Science, Shaheed Mangal Pandey Govt. Girls’ PG College, Meerut (Uttar Pradesh)

The Uniform Civil Code was introduced to create a common law for everyone in India. This single code aims to unify all personal laws followed by different religions 
and communities of India. The Uniform Civil Code is listed under Article 44 of the Indian Constitution and is states, ‘The State shall endeavour to secure for the citizens 
a uniform civil code throughout the territory of India’. The Uniform Civil Code will unite all the Indians as one. In the Shah Bano Case of 1985, the Supreme Court of 
India gave a historical verdict, favouring maintenance given to an aggrieved divorced Muslim woman. Shah Bano was just one of the hundreds and thousands of Indian 
Muslim women suffering from discriminatory religious laws. The primary aim of the Uniform Civil Code is to promote gender equality. Personal laws in religious 
communities are patriarchal and often disadvantage women in matters of marriage, divorce, and inheritance. Common civil laws would encourage a sense of unity and 
national integration. Geographic Dissent: Investigating UCC contrasting Responses in North and South.

Uniform Civil Code and Personal Law: An Indian Perspective
Dr. Nafisa Alli, Lecturer in Political Science, K . B. D. A. V. College, Nirakarpur, Khurdha (Odisha)

India has her heart and soul in the religious-cultural diversity where Hinduism, Islam, Jainism, Buddhism, Sikhism, and Christianity are the major religions, for which 
India, as a diverse and pluralistic society, is home to a multitude of religious communities, each governed by its laws in matters relating to marriage, divorce, inheritance, 
and other family issues. These personal laws, rooted in religious texts and traditions, have been a cornerstone of India’s legal framework since Independence. The debate 
surrounding the implementation of a Uniform Civil Code (UCC) in India has been a longstanding and contentious issue, reflecting diverse perspectives, interests, and 
concerns. The main objectives of this article are to examine the historical context of Personal laws and analyze the Constitutional provision under article 44, which 
is entitled “The State shall endeavor to secure for all citizens a Uniform Civil Code throughout the territory of India.” It also discusses the ongoing initiatives, recent 
developments, and prospects for advancing the UCC in India. This paper discusses the potential benefits and drawbacks of implementing a Uniform Civil Code.

Political Impact of Uniform Civil Code in India
Dr. Manoj Kumar, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, H.V.M. P.G. College Raisi, Haridwar (Uttarakhand)

Dr. Abhay Vikram Singh, Assistant Professor, Department of Gandhian and Peace Studies, Mahatma Gandhi, Central University, Motihari (Bihar)

The implementation of a Uniform Civil Code (UCC) in India has long been a contentious issue, reflecting deep-seated socio-political and cultural divides. This study 
explores the political ramifications of adopting a UCC, emphasizing its potential to reshape the country’s legal landscape and its implications for India’s diverse religious 
and cultural communities. The analysis delves into historical contexts, examining the origins and evolution of personal laws in India, and the constitutional mandate 
for a UCC. It critically assesses the political discourse surrounding the UCC, highlighting the divergent perspectives of major political parties, religious groups, and 
civil society. Furthermore, the study investigates the impact of UCC on national integration, gender equality, and minority rights, drawing on comparative insights from 
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countries with similar legal pluralism. Through a multidisciplinary approach, combining legal analysis, political theory, and empirical data, the research aims to provide 
a nuanced understanding of the UCC’s potential to foster a more unified yet pluralistic Indian polity. The findings underscore the need for a balanced approach that 
harmonizes the principles of secularism, social justice, and cultural diversity, ultimately contributing to a more equitable and cohesive nation.

Binding Indians in One Law Irrespective of Caste and Religion
Naman Kumar, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Meerut College, Meerut (Uttar Pradesh)

When the codification of Indian law took place after the Lex Loci report of October 1840, personal laws related to Hindus and Muslims were kept outside codification. 
The Personal law involves succession inheritance marriage and religious ceremonies. Goa was separated from British India by the Portuguese. Therefore, Goa got the 
common family law known as Goa civil code until 2024 Goa is the only state with uniform civil code. There were many attempts made by the central government to 
bring a uniform civil code but they were unable to make law. Dr B.R. Ambedkar was the first law minister to bring the law on uniform civil code. He was in-charge of 
presenting this bill.  But in parliament, he fails to pass this bill because of heavy criticism from the opposition. The uniform civil code is the most controversial issue 
of the 21st century and in Indian politics. the major hurdle are country’s diversity and different religious laws. The Indian constitution in part 4, article 44 clearly states 
that the state shall endeavor to secure for the citizens a uniform civil code throughout the territory of India. A uniform civil code guarantees gender justice, equality and 
dignity of women with the sole intention to promote national integration.

 Idea of Uniform Civil Code and Goal of Viksit Bharat @ 2047: Politics and Policy
Dr. Sanjay Kumar, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Yogoda Satsanga Mahavidyalaya, Ranchi (Jharkhand)

Part IV of the Constitution of India describes the Directive Principles of State Policy. According to Article 44, “the State shall endeavour to secure for the citizens 
a uniform civil code throughout the territory of India. “The idea of Uniform Civil Code (UCC) in India is part of a legal and political debate. The aim of UCC is to 
implement a uniform legal framework for different religions and communities, so that the same rules apply in marriage, divorce, inheritance, and other personal matters 
of all the citizens. Currently, there are different legal provisions for people of different religions in India, such as Hindu law, Muslim personal law, etc. From a political 
point of view, UCC is a sensitive topic. On one hand, it is considered a step towards equality and justice, which can end religion-based discrimination. On the other hand, 
many political parties and religious groups see it as a curb on religious freedom and are against it. Since independence, it has been debated for many years, and it has 
become an important issue of politics. Governments and political parties put forward their views in favour and against it, which reflects different views in the society. 
The debate on UCC is ongoing and it also challenges the diverse fabric of Indian society.  A large section of country believes that the civil code under which we are 
living is actually communal and discriminatory.  The laws which divide people on the basis of religion become the cause of unrest and such laws must have no place 
in modern society. Now the country demands that there should be a secular civil code. If we have to realise the goal of a developed nation, we need to take strong steps 
towards the UCC.

Uniform Civil Code: Its Policies and Politics 
Soham Joshi, D.G Ruparel College of Arts, Science and Commerce, Mumbai (Maharastra)

Uniform civil code is a legal framework which helps to bring equality and unity among the country by replacing all personal laws of any religion. UCC is mentioned 
in Article 44 of DPSP in part IV of the constitution. India is a diverse country consisting of many religions and every religion is guided by their own personal laws 
which gives rise to the complexity in the working of the constitution. UCC law will replace the personal laws to reduce the complexity and make compulsion to Indian 
citizens to follow the same rules, regardless of their religious affiliation. The PM of India stated to move towards ‘secular civil code’ that is implementation of UCC. 
Even the apex court of India is emphasising on implementation of UCC throughout the country because it would help in reducing the burden on judiciary and apex 
court judgement of UCC came through various landmark cases. But this law also has many criticisms, mainly the violation of fundamental rights article 25 that is right 
to practise religion and second main criticism is of minorities that it takes away their sense of self and variety and imposes a majority or homogeneous law. From this 
we can see that this unification of personal law has always remained a major topic for creating conflict between opposition and ruling party. The implementation of this 
law is also a complex process which would take years to complete. Let’s see UCC implementation brings up a positive impact among the citizens or it brings negative 
consequences.

Uniform Civil Code: Politics and Policy
Vijay, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Chaudhary Bansi Lal Govt. College, Loharu (Haryana) 

The Uniform Civil Code (UCC) represents a significant and contentious aspect of legal reform in India, aimed at replacing personal laws based on the scriptures and 
customs of each major religious community with a common set governing every citizen. This abstract explores the interplay between politics and policy in the context 
of the UCC, focusing on its implications for national integration, secularism and legal equality. The UCC is rooted in the Indian Constitution’s directive principles, 
which advocate for uniformity in personal laws to ensure equality before the law. However, the pursuit of a UCC has been fraught with political and social challenges. 
Politically, the UCC is often a subject of debate, with parties aligning along ideological lines either in support of a secular legal framework or in defines of religious 
diversity and personal autonomy. The policy-making process surrounding the UCC is influenced by these political dynamics, as well as by socio-cultural factors that 
reflect the diverse religious landscape of India. This discussion delves into the historical evolution of the UCC discourse, examining how various political actors and 
policies have shaped its trajectory. It also considers the implications of the UCC for India’s legal system, including its potential impact on social justice, minority 
rights, and national cohesion. By analysing the intersection of politics and policy in the UCC debate, this abstract highlights the complexities and challenges inherent in 
implementing a uniform civil code in a pluralistic society. India does not have a Uniform Civil Code. Instead, it has a pluralistic system where personal laws vary based 
on religion. The UCC remains a subject of significant legal, political, and social importance in India, reflecting broader debates about identity, secularism, and the role 
of law in a diverse society.

Uniform Civil Code for a Gender-Just and Developed India
Ashish Anand, Research Scholar, Centre for Political Studies, JNU, Delhi

The Uniform Civil Code has been at the centre-stage of Indian politics. Article 44 of the Indian constitution provides that ‘the state shall endeavour to secure for the 
citizens a uniform civil code throughout the territory of India’. The Supreme Court’s judgement in the Shah Bano case (1985) was an inflection point in this regard, that 
reignited the debate on the Uniform Civil Code (UCC). The top court in this case remarked “it is a matter of regret that Article 44 of our Constitution has remained a dead 
letter”. The debate on the Uniform Civil Code revolved around three major constitutional aims: Secularism, Gender Justice and National Integration. The demand for a 
UCC dates back to the Indian National Movement, the All India Women’s Conference demanded the implementation of a Uniform Civil Code as early as 1937. However, 
it got a renewed push after the landslide victory of its ideological proponent, the Bhartiya Janata Party in 2014. Indian government and the citizens of this great nation 
have committed to transform India into a developed country by 2047, when the nation will be celebrating a hundred years of independence. We must bear in mind that 
development implies not only economic transformation but also socio-cultural and legal transformation based on the modern principles and virtues of justice, equality, 
equity and humanism. Gender-discriminatory laws and customs including personal laws must be reformed, rationalised and repealed, and the foundation of a developed 
India should be laid on gender-just laws and statutes.

Geographic Dissent: Investigating UCC contrasting Responses in North and South
Sakthinikita S, Janet, B.A Political Science, Kumaraguru College of Liberal Arts and Science, Coimbatore (Tamilnadu)

Therasa M, B.A Political Science, Kumaraguru College of Liberal Arts and Science, Coimbatore (Tamilnadu)

UCC advocates for one country one law which aims to standardize personal laws irrespective of religion. With over 1.45 billion population and over 22 scheduled 
languages and multiple religions and customs, it has both advantages and disadvantages. This paper analyses the reasons for contrasting responses to the UCC in 
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Northern and Southern part of India. It also delves into the historical, cultural and geographical aspects that has shaped the disparate regional responses. With contrasting 
historical legacies, the northern and southern part of India showcases complex and eclectic responses. Hence this paper delves into contrasting regional perspectives 
and also explains the geographic dissent encircling UCC. Therefore, with the primary goal of implementing uniform legal framework, it also examines the challenges in 
implementing in India which is a country with co- existence of many different cultures. This paper is based upon qualitative comparative analysis of complex responses 
to UCC in Northern and Southern part of India. This paper emphasises in considering the regional contexts and identities in drafting national policy especially in delicate 
aspects like personal laws.

Uniform Civil Code in Uttarakhand: Challenges and Opportunities
Sita Ramola, Research Scholar, Hemwati Nandan Bahuguna Garhwal University Srinagar, Garhwal (Uttarakhand)

The proposal for implementing a Uniform Civil Code (UCC) in Uttarakhand reflects India’s broader goal of ensuring equal legal rights across its diverse communities. 
Uttarakhand, with its varied religious and cultural demographics, presents a unique case for the potential benefits and challenges of a UCC. The objective of this study 
is to explore the implications of UCC implementation in Uttarakhand, considering both the socio-legal challenges and opportunities it may present. The study utilizes 
a mixed-method approach, combining qualitative analysis of legal texts and policy documents with quantitative surveys of public opinion across different communities 
in Uttarakhand. Primary data was collected through interviews with legal experts, community leaders, and government officials. Secondary data was gathered from 
existing literature on UCC in India, particularly in states with similar demographics. The study concludes that while a UCC could streamline legal processes and promote 
gender equality in Uttarakhand, it also faces significant challenges. These include resistance from religious communities fearing erosion of their traditional laws and 
the potential for increased social tensions. However, with careful implementation and widespread public consultation, the UCC could serve as a model for other Indian 
states, balancing the preservation of cultural diversity with the need for uniformity in civil laws.

Uniform Civil Code for a Gender-Just and Developed India
Ashish Anand, Research Scholar, Centre for Political Studies, JNU, New Delhi

Dr Tapan Kumar Bihari , Centre for Political Studies, JNU, NewDelhi 

The Uniform Civil Code has been at the centre-stage of Indian politics. Article 44 of the Indian constitution provides that ‘the state shall endeavour to secure for the 
citizens a uniform civil code throughout the territory of India’. The Supreme Court’s judgement in the Shah Bano case(1985) was an inflection point in this regard, that 
reignited the debate on the Uniform Civil Code(UCC). The top court in this case remarked “it is a matter of regret that Article 44 of our Constitution has remained a dead 
letter”. The debate on the Uniform Civil Code revolved around three major constitutional aims: Secularism, Gender Justice and National Integration. The demand for a 
UCC dates back to the Indian National Movement, the All India Women’s Conference demanded the implementation of a Uniform Civil Code as early as 1937. However, 
it got a renewed push after the landslide victory of its ideological proponent, the Bhartiya Janata Party in 2014. Indian government and the citizens of this great nation 
have committed to transform India into a developed country by 2047, when the nation will be celebrating a hundred years of independence. We must bear in mind that 
development implies not only economic transformation but also socio-cultural and legal transformation based on the modern principles and virtues of justice, equality, 
equity and humanism. Gender-discriminatory laws and customs including personal laws must be reformed, rationalised and repealed, and the foundation of a developed 
India should be laid on gender-just laws and statutes.

Uniform Civil Code Bill and Uttarakhand: An analytic Study
Dr Rakhi Panchola, HOD, Department of Political Science, S D M Govt P G College, Doiwala, Dehradun (Uttarakhnd)

Uniform civil code bill is a proposal to replace the personal low of all communities in India to established a uniform legal framework for all citizens. If implemented 
the code will replace the existing personal laws that were based on religious affiliations. Article 44 of the Directive Principles of State policy says that, The State shall 
endeavour to secure for the citizens a uniform civil code throughout the territory of India. Once a state drafts and implements its own version of the uniform civil code, 
the inheritance rights of people would be the same, irrespective of their religion or community. The code basically proposes putting in place a standard set of laws for 
everyone. Uttarakhand has now become the first state in independent India to have a Uniform Civil Code after President Draupadi Murmu Approved its UCC bill 2024.
Februry 08,2024the Uttarakhand state Assembly passed the UCC billon February 7, 2024 a day after chief minister Pushkar Singh Dhami introduced it in the lower 
house. 

 Politics and Policy Implications in India: The Uniform Civil Code
Dr. Rajesh Deshmukh, Associate Professor, Shri Shivaji Law College, Parbhani (Maharashtra)

 In India, the Uniform Civil Code (UCC), which sits at the nexus of politics, law, and religion, is a hotly contested topic. The UCC seeks to replace personal laws—
which are derived from the religious and cultural practices of different communities—with a single body of rules that handle personal issues including adoption, 
divorce, marriage, and inheritance. The historical, political, and legal aspects of the UCC are examined in this essay, along with its implications for national integration, 
gender justice, and secularism. Strong political differences that reflect the conflict between defending religious freedom and advancing equality under a common legal 
framework have made the UCC a divisive policy issue. While supporters contend that the UCC is necessary because Opponents believe that it may violate religious 
freedom and cultural variety in the name of promoting gender fairness and a single national identity. This essay also examines the obstacles to the UCC’s implementation, 
such as strong political resistance, unavoidable legal restrictions, and firmly established pluralistic personal law systems. In order to resolve these conflicts and move 
towards a more equal legal framework that upholds both individual rights and cultural plurality within the Indian polity, the paper closes by assessing possible avenues 
for doing so.

Uniform civil code: Historical development and today’s challenges
Dr. Ashok Kumar, Professor in Sociology, M.S.J. College, Bharatpur (Rajasthan)

Dr. Saroj Devi, Professor in Political Science, M.S.J. College, Bharatpur (Rajasthan)

The main objective of present research paper is to find out - 1. What have been the historical stages of the Uniform Civil Code? 2. What are the challenges in its 
implementation in present scenario? The debate on UCC has become a burning issue at centre stage in Indian polity, religious organizations, civil society groups and 
public at large. UCC has become a buzzword today. At present there are personal laws regarding marriage, inheritance, adoption, divorce etc for different religious 
(Hindu, Muslim, Christians, Parsi Sikhs), ethnic and tribal communities on the basis of their historical, cultural and social belief system. Customs and rites are different 
across the country. In Hindu’s there are different belief systems among different castes, sects, communities and also there are huge differences in the same community 
on the regional basis. There are many ‘personal’ law systems in various tribal groups. UCC asks for the unification of these different many personal laws. The Directive 
Principles of the Constitution mentioned that the state should strive for a Uniform Civil Code. From time to time, the Supreme Court has also given suggestions for such 
an effort. Those who support it say that there should be a uniform law for all citizens in the country, which will increase unity among different communities in the country 
as well as national unity. Those who are against the implementation of the Uniform Civil Code believe that this will violate the constitutional right to religious freedom 
and will lead to forced assimilation of different religious, social groups. This will vanish their cultural identity. On the basis of above mentioned facts and discussions, it 
is concluded that there are legal, cultural, political, social and ethnic challenges in the implementation of the uniform civil code.

 The Uniform Civil Code of Uttarakhand: Analysing Prospects, Challenges and Impacts
Vidushi Dobhal Naithani, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Hemvati Nandan Bahuguna Garhwal University, Srinagar Garhwal (Uttarakhand)

M.M Semwal, Professor and Head, Department of Political Science, Hemvati Nandan Bahuguna Garhwal University, Srinagar Garhwal (Uttarakhand)

The state of Uttarakhand became the first state in India to pass the Uniform Civil Code in March 2024 with the aim to provide equal rights to everyone irrespective of 
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their religious faith. The Code borrows the underlying approach from Article 44 of the Indian Constitution that envisions the implementation of a Uniform Civil Code 
for India. The Uniform Civil Code of Uttarakhand aims to tackle critical legal and social concerns which include issues such as marriage, divorce, gender equality, 
succession, adoption and other rights which would generally impact the daily lives of residents of the state. The Code, however, has been at the centre of constant legal 
and political debate regarding its impact on the diverse and secular nature of the country that has been deeply ingrained in the Constitution. The proposed study aims 
to analyse the provisions of the Uniform Civil Code of Uttarakhand and assess the prospects and challenges in its implementation for further legal and social reforms 
in India in general, and for the state in particular. The study undertakes analysis of secondary data and relies on relevant sources such as government publications, 
journals and publications from newspapers. The aim of the study is to provide a comprehensive analysis of the law currently in force and suggest measures that can help 
implement the law to foster equal and just distribution of rights to all. 

Uniform Civil Code and Indian Federalism: A Policy Analysis
Narayana, Research Scholar, Dept. of Political Science, Bangalore University, Bengaluru (Karnataka)

A great deal of debate has been sparked by the Uniform Civil Code (UCC) in India, including legal, political, and social facets. This paper aims to assess how the 
country’s federal system might be affected by the adoption of a UCC, specifically in terms of the allocation of power between the federal and state governments. The 
diverse cultural and religious customs of India, which are frequently reflected in personal laws, set the country apart under its federal structure. The idea of a UCC raises 
important concerns regarding state sovereignty and the concentration of power in handling such sensitive issues.The current research is to examine the federalism and 
personal law provisions of the constitution, with an emphasis on the effects of the Uniform Civil Code (UCC) on the current legal system. This research is to explore the 
federalism and personal laws sections of the Constitution, specifically focusing on the effects of the Uniform Civil Code (UCC) on the current legal system. Utilizing a 
comprehensive analysis of extant literature and historical antecedents, this study aims to evaluate the possible obstacles and benefits of executing a UCC in upholding 
national cohesion while conserving regional variety. In addition, the study will look at how public opinion and political processes shape UCC discourse. This paper 
aims to contribute significantly to the current discourse by providing a thorough grasp of the UCC’s possible impact on Indian federalism and the wider ramifications 
for governance in a pluralistic society.

 Uniform Civil Code: Politics and Policy
Yamini, MA. Department of English, IGNOU, New Delhi

The Uniform Civil Code (UCC) has been a contentious issue in Indian politics and policy. At its core, the UCC aims to replace the diverse set of personal laws governing 
different religious communities in India with a unified legal framework for all citizens concerning marriage, divorce, inheritance and adoption. Politically, the UCC has 
been a significant point of debate, often reflecting the broader ideological divide between secularism and nationalism. Supporters of the UCC, including some political 
parties, argue that it is essential for ensuring equality and justice for all citizens, regardless of religion. They see it is a step towards nation-building, fostering unity 
and reducing religious divides. The UCC is also seen as a means to empower women by eliminating discriminatory practices embedded in certain religious laws. From 
a policy perspective, implementing the UCC is challenging, requiring careful consideration of India’s diverse social and religious landscape. The debate continues, 
balancing the ideals of equality with the need to respect cultural diversity. “Balancing unity, diversity and equal rights” 

Uniform Civil Code In India: Constitutional Provisions And Implementation Crisis
Dr. Anil Kumar Singh, Professor & Dean, Department of Political Science, J.P. University, Chapra (Bihar)

A Uniform Civil Code (UCC) refers to a general law that applies to all religious communities in personal matters such as marriage, heritage, divorce, adoption etc. 
It aims to replace various individual laws that currently control personal matters within various religious communities. The main objective of the UCC is to promote 
social harmony, gender equality and secularism by abolishing uneven legal systems based on various religions and communities. The goal of this Code is to ensure the 
uniformity of laws not only among the communities but also within a community. Directive Principles of the state policy mentioned in Article 44 of the Constitution of 
India provides that “State Will try to ensure a uniform civil code for all citizens. However, directive principles of state policy are not enforceable by the court. It is not so 
easy to implement it in a diversity country like India. The constitution of the country gives everyone complete freedom to live according to their religion. Article-25 of 
the Constitution states that anyone has freedom of obeying religion and propagating it. India’s social structure is very diverse. It is a herculean task to implement common 
civil code in a country with such diversity. Present government has taken few steps by implementing in Uttaranchal but road ahead is difficult.

A Comparative Analysis of Uniform Civil Code with Personal Laws in India
Dr. Madhu M. Thawani, Assistant Professor, Department of Public Administration, Veer Narmad South Gujarat University, Surat (Gujarat)

The Uniform Civil Code (UCC), enshrined in Article 44 of the Constitution, envisions a common set of laws for all citizens irrespective of religion. India’s diverse 
religious landscape is reflected in its personal laws that govern matters like marriage, divorce, inheritance, and adoption. The UCC has the potential to promote gender 
equality, reduce social and economic disparities, and foster national unity. However, the implementation of the UCC in India is hindered due to India’s religious and 
cultural diversity which often leads to gender inequality, discrimination, and social disparities. A balanced approach is crucial, respecting religious sentiments while 
addressing discriminatory provisions in personal laws. This study analyses the merits and demerits of both systems, exploring potential models for a progressive and 
inclusive UCC. The analysis is based on a comprehensive review of existing literature, case studies, laws, and statutory provisions.

Social Integration and National Development through Uniform Civil Code
Dr. Nagaraju Vadapalli, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Kakatiya University, Warangal (Telangana) 

Prof. V. Ramchandram, Professor, Department of Political Science, Kakatiya University, Warangal (Telangana) 

In course of time, Indian Society has became heterogeneous in many aspects of nature and character termed as multi-religious, multi-racial, multi-linguistic, multi-
regional and multi-cultural in nature. In India, all these are happened with religions which have their own narratives for their origin and continued with Indian society 
through the centuries by shaping of one Individual life as part of socio-cultural structure in terms of all spheres of life such as socio-economic, cultural and gender 
aspects. Such things have been working for socio-cultural integration one side, isolation or exclusion from others on other side through creating and practicing different 
aspects in terms of dressing, rituals like marriage, birth and death one side, divorce, adoption and property rights on other side. With the help of British and English 
education socio-cultural reform movements have led in Indian society mainly based on socio-cultural rights of Women and other Weaker Sections of the Indian Society 
and succeed somewhat and remaining unfinished agenda of social reformers and National leaders incorporated into Indian Constitutions with the parts of third and fourth 
in the form of Fundamental rights and Directive Principles of state policy. According to article 44th of Constitution of India state shall endeavor to secure for all citizens a 
Civil Code that is Uniform throughout the territory of India for more Socio-cultural integration of Indian masses despite of sectarian characteristic society for well being 
of whole society which could helpful to achieve National development. In this context, Uniform Civil Code helps to integrate Indian masses socio-culturally and it pay 
paths to Social Development by Social Intercourse as well as National Development with National Integration is the main objective of this paper.

A Study of Uniform Civil Code: Politics and Policy
Dr. Rampal, Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, Bhagat Phool Singh Mahila Vishwavidyalaya, Khanpur Kalan, Sonepat (Haryana)

India is a country where there is plethora of individual laws and different individual laws and all communities have personal law for their members. Indian legal system 
is to some extent based on English common law system. In relation to India the sources of Muslim personal law based on classical and modern which are considered 
official and customary. During the colonial period, court were directed to implement indigenous legal norms in the matter related to family and religion law. There is a 
lot of debate in India on the status of individual laws of minority communities and the plurality of religious laws in general. Article 44 of the Indian constitution reflects 
a commitment to the gradual establishment of legal uniformity in India, which aims to secure a uniform civil code for citizens throughout the religion of India. Religious 
minorities considered these directions to be threat for their communities. From the process of making the constitution till today, voices have been raised for and against 
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it by the different sections of the society. The legislative Assembly debated the Uniform Civil Code under Article 35Mohammad Ismael of Madras introduced provision 
in addition of Article 35 which provided that the people of any group, class or community would not be forced to give up their personal law. Another member Nasiruddin 
Ahammad, remarked that, the Uniform Civil Code would create inconvenience not only for Muslim but also for all religious communities who have religiously oriented 
laws. In this research Paper researcher try to attempt the examine the need of Uniform Civil Code and Analyze the Policies, Laws and Judicial Decision of Indian 
Government, Apex or Lower court.

Uniform Civil Code: Politics and Policy
Nita Dattu Ghadling, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Marathwada University, Aurangabad (Maharashtra)

Arjun Ubale, Department of Political Science, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Marathwada University, Aurangabad (Maharashtra)

According to the constitution of India, laws are classified into two parts. Civil laws and criminal laws. Matters related to family or individuals like marriage, property, 
Inheritance come under civil law. Under article 44 of the constitution, states are responsible for implementing the uniform civil code. Uniform Civil Code means an 
impartial law that has no relation to any religion. That is, if uniform civil law is enforced all religions will have the same law for all Sections. The Uniform Civil Code 
is the responsibility of the states while the guiding principle in the constitution is the responsibility of both the center and the states. There are many societies, many 
classes, many traditions in India therefore, if the Uniform Civil Code is implemented, the traditions of all the communities Can not be taken into Consideration and Thus 
obstacles Will rise. Muslims, Christians, Jain and Sikh’s are minority in India. But they have some strong traditions internationally. Therefore, they that if the Uniform 
Civil Code is implemented, their identity is likely to be threatened. Implementation of the Uniform Civil Code would require major changes in the laws of the country 
and all this would be very difficult, challenging and complicated. Also, this process is going to be a long and complicated process rather than a quick one. We Shall Study 
in the Research Paper About the Political Outcome in India if the uniform civil code is implemented and polices are Practiced. 

Promotion of Uniform Civil Code as a Pre-Campaign Electoral Promise: Impact of BJP’s 2024 Strategy in the North-Eastern State of Tripura.
Riya Sarma, Research Scholar, Department: Political Science, Tripura University, Agartala (Tripura)

Dr. Vanlalmuana Darlong, Assistant Professor, Political Science, Tripura University, Agartala (Tripura)

This research examines the impact of the Bharatiya Janata Party’s (BJP) promotion of the pre-campaign electoral promise to implement a Uniform Civil Code (UCC), 
which is a contentious issue, prior to the commencement of the 2024 Lok Sabha election. The study has been conducted specifically on the populace of the North-Eastern 
state of Tripura since the implementation of UCC can be troublesome given the existence of article 371A, 371G and the sixth schedule in the North-Eastern region. 
Pre-campaign promotion of electoral promises is an understudied aspect in the realm of electoral studies. The study utilized a proportionate stratified random sampling 
technique to collect data from 500 respondents via a survey instrument from the North-Eastern State of Tripura. The analysis, conducted using crosstabulation and 
bivariate and multivariate regression methods in SPSS version 23, revealed that individuals exposed to the media promotion of the UCC exhibited reduced support for 
the BJP (67%) in the upcoming 2024 Lok Sabha election, compared to those not exposed (74%). This suggests significantly (p- .01<0.05) a negative -.133-point shift 
in support for the BJP, indicating that the pre-campaign promotion of the UCC failed to garner increased support for the party. The findings highlight the importance of 
understanding the impact of pre-campaign electoral promises and the challenges of promoting contentious policies in the electoral context of India and specifically in 
the North-East.

Uniform Civil Code: A Critical Study Of Individual Rights And The Role Of Secular State
Dr. Anjani Kumar Ghosh, Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, Magadh University, Bodh-Gaya (Bihar)

Ashok Kumar, Junior Research Fellow, Department of Political Science, Magadh University, Bodh-Gaya (Bihar)

Article 44 of the Constitution of India affirms that the “State shall endeavor to secure for every one of its citizens a uniform civil code all over the India”. This Article of 
the Constitution directs the State of India to frame and implement a common civil code for the entire country and no other provision of the Constitution speaks anything 
about the Uniform Civil Code. The existence of a variety of cultures, linguistic multitude, numerous ethnic groups, so many religions or religious wings, communities 
etc. are the basic characteristics of India as a nation. All these groups and communities carry their own exclusive and unique identity and their co-existence makes India 
truly incredible in several ways. It has become a complex arrangement in the society that Hindus, Muslims, Parsees and Christians are carrying their different personal 
laws governing civil matters such as marriage, divorce, adoption, inheritance of property, succession and maintenance etc. This may be varying in case of other such 
issues but in matters of marriage and divorce, almost every religious community in India follows their own set of personal laws. India has her heart and soul in the 
religio-cultural diversity and the same has been a feature of India’s identity in past, present and will continue to be in future. India has been the land for every religion in 
the world and no religion of the world is alien to India. This research paper will try to analysis the provisions of Uniform Civil Code and what such directive principals 
will hamper the fundamental right?

Uniform Civil Code: Debate and Challenges of Its Implementation
Dr. Saroj Devi, Prof. Political science, M.S.J. College, Bharatpur (Rajasthan)

In India’s socio-political and legal context, there has been much discussion and controversy regarding the Uniform Civil Code (UCC).  UCC aims to give all individuals, 
regardless of their social, cultural, ethnic, religious affiliation, a standard set of rules covering personal concerns like marriage, divorce, inheritance, and property. It 
basically asks for the unification of personal laws, which are currently distinct for Hindus, Muslims, Christians, and other religious, ethnic, regional social communities 
in India. Proponents contend the UCC would abolish gender inequalities, harmonize conflicting personal laws, and advance a more just and equitable legal system. 
Opponents, however, argue that enacting a UCC may violate cultural norms and religious freedom, possibly alienating minority and other social groups. They contend 
that personal laws have to be upheld since they are an integral component of Indian society›s distinctive fabric and have their roots in religious traditions. Under this 
backdrop, present research paper attempts to analyse its necessity, benefits, and drawbacks. The main conclusion is that the UCC should be implemented only on the 
basis of consensus arising from wide consultations with various stakeholder›s groups.

PANEL - 8
Public Policy In India: Nature And Future

Re-centering North East India: Modi’s Mann Ki Baat and Public Policy Communication
Debutpal Bora, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Nabajyoti College, Kalgachia (Assam)

Dr. Vikas Tripathi, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Gauhati University, Guwahati (Assam)

Dr. Dhrubajyoti Das, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Nabajyoti College, Kalgachia (Assam)

Mann Ki Baat (MKB) has completed more than a hundred episodes. It acts as a source of public engagement on vital issues and provides a platform for public connect 
and public policy communication. The program carries a large number of references to the North East India (NEI) and in particular refers to its rich social, cultural, 
linguistic, and traditional diversity. Out of 112 episodes of MKB, 63 episodes refer to NEI and 20 episodes among them have specific references to public policy aspects. 
There exist numerous works which reflect on the social, economic, and civilizational aspects of the program in general. However, there is a noticeable gap regarding a 
systematic and detailed analysis of how MKB acts as a medium of public policy communication in context of the NEI. To fill this gap, this article does a content analysis 
of the MKB and focuses on its references to public policy and NEI in the program. It attempts to interrogate the context of such references and endeavors to reflect 
on the ways in which the MKB acting as a medium of communication not only remains an outreach medium regrading public policy but also how it promotes social 
transformation and national integration in regard to NEI.



73 Viksit Bharat @ 2047

Role of Government Policies in Protecting Migrant Construction Workers in India
Amit Yadav, Research Scholar, Centre for Development Studies, University of Allahabad, Prayagraj (Uttar Pradesh)

Dr. Santosh Kumar, Assistant Professor, Centre for Development Studies, University of Allahabad, Prayagraj (Uttar Pradesh)

The construction sector in India is one of the largest employers of migrant labour, drawing millions from rural areas to urban centres in search of work. However, migrant 
construction workers often face numerous challenges, including poor working conditions, lack of social security, and inadequate access to healthcare and education. 
This seminar paper examines the role of government policies in safeguarding the rights and well-being of these vulnerable workers. It provides a comprehensive 
overview of existing legislation, such as the Inter-State Migrant Workmen (Regulation of Employment and Conditions of Service) Act, 1979, and the Building and 
Other Construction Workers (Regulation of Employment and Conditions of Service) Act, 1996.The paper also evaluates the effectiveness of these policies in practice, 
highlighting gaps in implementation and enforcement. Additionally, it explores recent policy initiatives aimed at improving the conditions of migrant construction 
workers, including the introduction of welfare boards and social security schemes. Through a critical analysis of both successes and shortcomings, the paper proposes 
recommendations for enhancing policy frameworks and ensuring better protection and support for migrant construction workers in India. The findings underscore the 
need for a more holistic and inclusive approach that addresses the socio-economic dimensions of labour migration and promotes sustainable and equitable development 
in the construction industry.

Understanding the Indian Policy Consulting Landscape: The Path to Viksit Bharat by 2047
Dr Indu Gupta, Assistant Professor, NSCB Govt PG College, Biaora, Dist. Rajgarh (Madhya Pradesh) 

As India strives to become a developed country by 2047, the role of policy consulting has become increasingly significant in shaping the policies that align with the 
country’s goals. This study examines the changing landscape of policy consulting in India and examines how it affects governance. It looks into the hiring of consultants 
by the public sector as well as the increasing need for professional opinions and solutions in policymaking. The paper also examines the difficulties experienced by policy 
consultants in negotiating the complexities of India’s heterogeneous socio-political context. It also identifies the opportunities that lie ahead, such as leveraging digital 
technologies, fostering public-private partnerships, and enhancing capacity-building to support evidence-based policy formulation. Through case studies of successful 
collaborations, the paper highlights best practices and key lessons that can be used effectively for policy consulting in India. 

Policy Effectiveness and Future Directions of Urban Flood Management in India
Dr Aditi Tyagi, Assistant Professor, Institute of Public Administration, Patna University, Patna (Bihar)

Over the years, it has been witnessed that urban flooding has become an increasingly critical issue in India, driven by unscrupulous urbanization, climate change, and 
inadequate infrastructure. Major metropolitan areas of the country such as Bengaluru, Chennai, Delhi, and Kolkata face severe flood risks quite often, thereby disrupting 
lives, causing economic losses, and straining urban resources and systems. This research paper examines the policy interventions aimed at managing urban floods in 
such metropolitan areas, evaluating their effectiveness in mitigating flood risks and identifying areas for improvement. Although advancements have been made in flood 
forecasting and early warning systems, prominent issues like poor implementation, inadequate infrastructure, and disproportionate impacts on vulnerable communities 
persist leading to a chaotic situation. The study, through an understanding of recent major flood events in the country’s metropolitan areas, attempts to shed light on the 
real-life challenges and proposes future directions to enhance urban resilience while emphasizing the need for integrated urban planning, technological innovations, 
and proactive community involvement. Thus, the study aims to contribute to the ongoing discourse on urban flood management in India, providing actionable insights 
fostering collaboration among stakeholders to foster urban resilience against future flood risks

Aam Aadmi Party: Construing Populist Politics and Policies in the NCT Delhi
Akash, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, North-Eastern Hill University, Shillong (Meghalaya)

The proposed paper examines the emergence and development of the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) in the political arena of the National Capital Territory (NCT) of Delhi, 
with a specific focus on its populist political strategies and objectives. The prevailing popular dissatisfaction with conventional political elites and corruption led to the 
emergence of AAP. This proposed paper also conducts a rigorous analysis to investigate how AAP’s populist techniques, including the use of anti-corruption rhetoric, 
direct interaction with common people, and the promotion of welfare initiatives, have reshaped the political discourse in Delhi. The discussion provides valuable insights 
into the impact of populist politics on regional governments and policy implementation. Additionally, it also underscores the intricacies of contemporary Indian politics, 
as populism emerges as a dominant force that shapes specific expectations and political outcomes.

Tribal Development Policies and Programmes in India 
Dr. K. Chithra Devi, Lecturer, Department of Political Science, University of Madras, Chennai (Tamil Nadu)

India has the world’s second largest tribal population. Tribal community in India has been dealing with a number of issues in their daily affairs and struggling for the 
basic necessities of day today life which is easily accessed by others. The principal of tribal development policy is to create sustainable improvement in the quality 
of life among tribal people. There are numerous government policies for ensuring the welfare and well being of tribals. The government at state as well as central has 
made sustained efforts to provide opportunity to these communities for their socio- economic development by eradicating poverty and health problems and developing 
communication for removal of isolation of their habitats. Tribal development administration playing a role as a change agent for the tribal society. In this paper, makes 
an extensive effort to study the schemes, policies and development programmes undertaken by the Government of India for overall growth and development of tribal 
community.

Public Policy and Delhi Slums- Nature and Future 
J. Jaslin Wincy, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Madras University, Chennai (Tamil Nadu) 

The quality of life in slum are inadequate and poor for an efficient standard of living. Delhi being the national capital of the largest democracy is expected to reflect 
its Splendor of its position as a capital city which holds the seat of Government and is the centre of administration. Over the years various attempts were made by the 
successive Delhi governments to formulate policies of rehabilitation of the slum dwellers. Various plan of action where enacted for the improvement of the life of slum 
dwellers over the years. Numerous schemes and programmes were introduced keeping various stakeholders in mind. In accordance with the recent demands of change 
in times numerous programmes and schemes were discontinued. Plan of action also included revisiting past policies by considering their loop holes. Present policies 
of Delhi slums are focused in in situ slum re- development, rehabilitation and relocation. Various Legislative Acts and Nodal Agencies where established to look into 
the policy implementation as well. Policies were also launched to make provisions for the basic amenities. The problem of policies getting outdated and the need for 
their amendment is pointed out by many social activists. The paper will also deeply analyse various policies and schemes for the redevelopment of these in informal 
settlements. It will also understand the urgent need for effective policy implementation of Delhi Slums in order to address the ongoing challenges.

Space Security Policy in India: Nature and Future
Munna Kumar, Research Scholar, Department of Strategic Technology, Central University of Gujarat, Gandhinagar (Gujarat) 

This paper wants to examine comprehensively India’s space security policy and analyse nature and future trends. The early Indian space program was primarily driven by 
a developmental justification that sought to use space technology and applications to address socioeconomic issues. As India seeks to leverage its space capabilities for 
strategic objectives such as enhancing national security, asserting a stronger presence in the global space arena, etc. The nation’s space policy has undergone significant 
transformation in recent years. Undoubtedly, India come up with its Space Policy in 2023, but still, there are some lacunas like no time bound, uncleared rules and 
regulations for FDI and Licencing, absence of an in-space regulatory body is also present. So, there is also a need for a comprehensive study of India’s Space Security 
Policy and its Nature. Hence, this paper provides a thorough overview of India’s space program by highlighting the nation’s well-known exploration initiatives, and the 
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private sector’s involvement. Along with this, it also examines major lacunas in Indian space policy as well suggests some measures for future space programs.
Public Policy in India – Nature and Future 

Dr. Sandhyarani Padhy, Lecturer in Political Science, Panchayat Degree College, Phiringia, Kandhamal (Odisha)

Public policy is the fundamental policies taken by government on various public issues. These are made on behalf of the public and to improve the interest of public. 
Public policies are necessary for the smooth functioning of administration. A good public policy includes all programmes of Government as well the non-government 
bodies. There are various types of public policies amongst them four are major types like Distributive Policies - intended to benefit specific groups of people, Regulatory 
policies -- to regulate trade, business, public utilities, Redistributive policies -aims to bring social & economic changes is society and Substantive policies -concerned 
with social welfare & development. Public policy is designed in five steps in India -Agenda setting, Formulation of policies, Implementation of them, Budgeting and 
Evaluation of public policy.  Its nature depicts a pattern of activity that segregated decisions. It may be positive as well negative. While the positive may concerned with 
policy making, the negative side denies to take any action on particular issue. Public policies are what government actually wants to do. In one word it is authoritative 
allocation of values for a society.  However, its only progress to robust the health of government.  The basic underlying concern is to gain public trust which works as a 
cementing force for governing societies. And   legitimacy, transparency, accountability are components to gain this. Similarly, long-term commitments, rational behavior, 
performance of the Government, emerging technologies are various concepts to determine the future of Public Policy. 

Reservation, Representation and Development of Tribals in India: An Analysis of Policy Implications and Future Perspectives
Mr. Sanjaya Meher, Assistant Professor, Dept. of Political Science & Coordinator, Department of Public Administration, Berhampur University, Berhampur (Odisha)

Tribal communities in India, officially recognised as Scheduled Tribes (STs), face distinct political and socio-economic challenges. Representation in the political system 
is crucial for ensuring their interests are addressed and their rights are protected. This paper explores the politics of tribal representation in India, examining the historical 
context, current practices, and emerging trends in the representation of Scheduled Tribes (STs) within the Indian political system. It critically assesses the effectiveness 
of various representational mechanisms, the impact of policies on tribal communities, and the ongoing challenges faced in achieving genuine political inclusion. The 
paper aims to provide insights into how tribal representation can be enhanced to address these communities’ unique needs and aspirations.

Post-Liberalisation Public Policy in India: Evaluating Three Decades of Policy Shifts
Dr Saumya Tewari, Assistant Professor, Centre for Electoral Management Studies, Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai (Maharashtra)

In 1991, the advent of liberalisation and opening up of the Indian economy implied a paradigm shift for the state’s policy ecosystem. This paper will set frameworks 
to evaluate the policy shifts with political regime changes in the union government. 1991 to early 2000s marked an era of coalition governments such as the Congress 
government that introduced the liberalisation reforms, followed by the United Front and then the BJP-led NDA, until 2004. This era marked the shift from ‘plan rational’ 
to ‘market rational’ economy. With the Congress-led UPA regime from 2004 to 2014, the focus was on growth and redistribution with policy focus on employment 
guarantee, right to education and right to information, among other initiatives. The decade following brought back single party majority in the parliament. In this era, 
the five-year plans were finally abolished, after much consideration in earlier decades after liberalisation. The developmental focus has been on skilling of youth and 
strengthening national and local production. As of May 2024, the Indian economy has surpassed global competitors to become the fifth largest economy. At this rate of 
growth, it is projected to become the third largest economy of the world by 2027-28. With this potential, India’s future policy trajectory shall also be discussed.

Tools of Digital Diplomacy: Evolution of Indian Foreign Policy
Dr. Shailen Verma, Assistant Professor, Sardar Patel Centre for National Integration, DRML Avadh University, Ayodhya (Uttar Pradesh)

This study examines the evolution of Indian foreign policy through the lens of digital diplomacy, exploring how technological advancements have transformed 
India’s diplomatic practices and international engagement. As the world’s largest democracy and a rising global power, India has increasingly leveraged digital tools 
to enhance its soft power. The paper traces the trajectory of India’s digital diplomacy from its nascent stages in the early 2000s to its current sophisticated form, 
analysing key milestones and policy shifts. It investigates the impact of social media platforms, mobile applications, and online portals on India’s diplomatic outreach, 
crisis management, and public diplomacy efforts. Special attention is given to initiatives such as the Ministry of External Affairs’ presence on X (Twitter), Facebook, 
and Instagram, as well as the development of the MADAD consular services portal. Through a mixed-methods approach combining quantitative analysis of digital 
engagement metrics and qualitative assessment of policy documents and online expert interviews, this research evaluates the effectiveness of India’s digital diplomacy 
tools in achieving foreign policy objectives. The paper also examines challenges faced in implementing digital strategies, including issues of digital divide, cybersecurity 
concerns, and the need for capacity building among diplomatic personnel. The findings reveal a significant positive correlation between India’s strategic use of digital 
tools and its growing global influence. However, the research also identifies areas for improvement and offers recommendations for enhancing India’s digital diplomacy 
framework to better align with its aspirations as a leading power in the 21st century.

Decentralisation and Development of Dalit Women in Kerala
Shibina E, Department of International Relations and Political Science, Central University of Kerala, Kasargod (Kerala)

The study analyses policies and programmes for the Scheduled Caste women under the Scheduled Castes sub-plan (SCP). Thenkurissi, Kottayi, and Peringotkurissi 
panchayats in the Kuzhalmandam block of Palakkad district of Kerala will be selected as the area of investigation. This study explores whether the intersectionality 
of different social divisions has been considered while preparing the SCP proposal or its execution by analysing ten years of welfare programmes forScheduled Caste 
women. The nature of social divisions varies around the globe, and people there also have varied daily experiences. Depending on the political systems, there will also 
be variations in the institutional characters. As a result, in addition to caste and gender intersections, the study also considers other conceivable intersections. The study 
will look into how the institutionalisation of intersectionality is becoming in local self-governance and whether democratic systems are capable of identifying different 
social divisions and intersections.

 The Role of Public Policy in Disaster Management in India 
Tharunika R, Student of Political Science, Kumaraguru College of Liberal Arts and Science, Coimbatore (Tamil Nadu)

Disasters, whether natural or human-induced, are unforeseen events that disrupt daily life, such as earthquakes, floods, and transportation accidents. Disaster management 
involves the coordinated efforts of governmental and non-governmental organizations to prepare for, respond to, and recover from such events. Public policy, as a 
framework of laws, plays a pivotal role in shaping disaster management strategies. India’s vulnerability to a wide array of disasters, including over 40 million hectares 
prone to flooding and river erosion, and mountainous regions at risk of landslides and avalanches, underscores the need for comprehensive disaster management policies 
that are both proactive and reactive. The impact of climate change in Kerala, exemplified by the 2018 floods and the Wayanad landslide, highlights the urgent need 
for robust early warning systems and accelerated climate adaptation strategies. This research emphasizes the imperative of integrating public policy frameworks with 
effective disaster management strategies to safeguard human lives and ensure sustainable development in the face of increasing disaster risks.
A Study on MGNREGA Impacting Migration and Growth Rate: An Integrated, Sustainable Policy Approach in India to BridgeUrban-Rural Divide
Bijaya Kumar Behera, OAS (SB), BDO, Biridi, Jagatsinghpur (Odisha) 

Dr. Vijaya Lakshmi Mohanty, Director, Human Resources Development Center, Director of Sri Sri Advanced Global Center for Conflict Resolution and Peace Studies 
and Head of Public Relations and Social Outreach, Sri Sri University, Cuttack (Odisha)

In a world where more than half of the population lives in cities, the persistent gap between urban and rural populations highlights the delicate balance that must be 
struck between progress and inequality. In India, where approximately two-thirds of the populace still calls rural regions home, the juxtaposition of rural tradition and 
urban dynamism emphasizes the need for integrated policies to harmonize these contrasting realms. The employment Guarantee Programme of the Government of 
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India, Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) is one of the largest social welfare schemes in India, aimed at enhancing livelihood 
security by providing at least 100 days of wage employment to rural households. Migration, particularly from rural to urban areas, often driven by a lack of employment 
opportunities. The study will examine how MGNREGA influences migration patterns and its subsequent impact on the growth rate of rural and urban areas. As we move 
to Viksit Bharat @ 2047, the study like this would give food for thought to good Governance, integrated and sustainable policy approaches to bridge the urban-rural 
divide. 

Contracting Out: A New Mode of Policy Implementation in India
Dr. Babasaheb Mundhe, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Savitribai Phule Pune University, Pune (Maharashtra)

Agriculture is one of the three most hazardous sectors of unorganized activity. While undertaking farming activities, farmers and agricultural labourers are constantly 
exposed to personal risks leading to death or causing permanent disability, and thus causing social and economic distress to the families and individuals affected. The 
state government of Maharashtra has launched Farmers’ Personal Accident Insurance Policy in 2005 to deal with personal risks faced by the farmers in action, and 
has thus become one of the pioneering states in India to have such a policy measure. The primary objective of the insurance policy is to provide relief to the victims 
of accidents by making available social and economic security to farmers and their families. Since its launch, the policy has been implemented by contracting out 
its implementation to one or two private insuring companies or intermediaries. In this study an attempt is made to examine the thesis that contracting out of policy 
implementation leads to effective implementation and better results. The critical analysis of the implementation of the insurance policy in the state, by using research 
data and general implementation experience, disapproves the thesis as it has been found that implementation has been largely ineffective, and provision of services has 
been pathetic, insensitive and riddled with procedural rigidities and outright malpractices. 

Agile Policing Approach a Crime Trend Control Strategy
Dr Swati Thakur. Assistant Professor. Department of Geography, MMH, (PG) College Ghaziabad (Uttar Pradesh)

Dr Deepak Kumar Former, Post Doctorate Fellow, Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi

Chanchal, Research Scholar, Department of Sanskrit, MMH (PG) College, Ghaziabad (Uttar Pradesh)

The police departments are under enormous pressure to efficiently manage their allocated budgets and targets while at the same time meeting the public’s expectations 
of being responsive and proactive on safety and security issues. Typically, police departments don’t have review crime data. The agile approached has effective at 
reducing crime, however there is an increasing need to implement real-time analytics into policing operations. Due to rapid changes in emerging technology specifically 
information and communication technologies; there is a need of change in the working style of police. There is a need of police recognize the need to develop best 
management working practices for police system. This policy procedure provides a consistent and clear process to support and manage both police officers and police 
staff. This paper proposes various agile work styles, suitability and how to apply for agile working. The paper also discusses conditions and contractual issues in the 
implementation. The strategies for agile policing can be implemented with the help of modern tools, technologies and training.

Public Policy in India and Its Features
Purna Prabha Tripathy, Lecturer In Political Science, S.B.P Mahavidyalaya, Samantiapa Ganjam (Odisha)

Public policies are as old as governments. Whatever be the form, oligarchy, monarchy, aristocracy, tyranny, democracy etc., - whenever and wherever governments 
have existed, public policies have been formulated and implemented. To cope with the various problems and demands of the people the government has to make many 
policies, these policies are called public policies. Public policy in India has a profound impact on the lives of citizens, shaping everything from economic opportunities 
to social norms. Good public policy can lead to positive outcomes such as reduced poverty, improved health outcomes, and increased access to education. Public 
policy is the framework of laws, regulations, and actions governments implement to achieve social and economic goals. It’s a statement of the government’s intent 
and commitment to address a particular issue or problem. Public policy shapes the decisions of government officials and agencies, and it affects society, the economy, 
and politics. It covers various issues, including economic, social welfare, education, healthcare, and environmental policies. Political ideologies, societal values, and 
economic conditions influence public policy, vital in shaping a country’s future. Public policy plays a crucial role in shaping societies and addressing societal challenges. 
In political science, it is essential to comprehend public policy’s meaning, public policy definition evolution, and significance. This article aims to understand public 
policy and its various aspects comprehensively. 

Public Policy in India: An Overview
Ashwin Kumar, PG Student, Department of English, SRM University, Chennai (Tamilnadu)

Public Policy is set of laws, regulations, directives and budgets allocation that government or their representative put in place to achieve public good goals public policy 
shapes the decisions of the government officials and agencies and it affects society the economy and politics. Public policy plays a crucial role in shaping societies and 
addressing social challenges. Public policy is the outcome of the governments collective actions. Public policies are formulated and implemented to attain the objectives 
which the government has in view for the ultimate benefit of the masses in general. In this the study examines the development of public policy in India main problems, 
highlights its successes and offers prospective solutions.

 The Evolution of Indian Defence Policy: From Import Dependency to Indigenous Development
Dr. Keerti Mishra, Asst. Professor, Department of Political Science, Juhari Devi Girls’ P.G. College, Kanpur (Uttar Pradesh)

Prof. Archana Dixit, Professor. HOD, Department of Political Science, Juhari Devi Girls’ P.G. College, Kanpur (Uttar Pradesh)

India has significantly revised its defence policy and strategy. The experience of major conflicts with China and Pakistan, coupled with the struggle against insurgency, 
has provided the Indian military and defence sector with crucial insights into its strengths and weaknesses. As a result, India has focused on reducing its reliance on 
foreign suppliers for advanced weaponry to enhance the combat effectiveness of its armed forces. The government has introduced various incentives to the private sector 
to promote domestic defence production and the development of Indigenous technologies, thereby reducing dependence on external sources. Defence procurement 
agreements now prioritize the involvement of domestic partners and the use of Indigenous components. Regarding this, in the past few years, the government has taken 
several policy initiatives under the ‘Make in India’ program. Measures have been implemented to stimulate the defence sector, boost private sector participation, and 
improve manufacturing capabilities and domestic competition. The Defence Production and Export Promotion Policy (DPEPP) is being developed as a comprehensive 
directive to give a significant boost to India’s defence industry. This paper examines the evolving landscape of Indian defence over the years and the ongoing trend 
towards Indigenization.

Ensuring Food for All: A Study on the Implementation of the National Food Security Act in Nuapada District of Odisha
Ashok Tandi, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Ravenshaw University, Cuttack (Odisha) 

The basic concept of food security is to ensure that all people, at all times, get access to the basic food for their active and healthy lives. It is characterized by the 
availability, access, utilization, and stability of food. UN’s Sustainable Development Goal 2 aims to achieve “Zero Hunger” by 2030. In the 2022 Global Hunger Index, 
India ranks 107th out of the 121 countries and has a level of serious Hunger. The National Food Security Act (NFSA) of India of 2013 aims to ensure “food and 
nutritional security in human life cycle approach by ensuring access to adequate quantity of quality food at affordable prices to people to live a life with dignity”. Odisha, 
a state in the eastern part of India, many a time in the past hogged the headlines due to the hunger and cases of malnutrition leading to starvation deaths. The problem 
is more acute in the western parts of the State where these incidents are very high but the state has made great strides in combating it. Against this backdrop, the present 
study, an empirical one, which proposes to focus on the implementation of the Act in a backward district of Odisha, an Indian state is of great significance.
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Awareness on New Education Policy Among the Students of Madurai District, Tamil Nadu – An Empirical Analysis
Dr. M. Uthayakrishnan, Guest Lecturer, Department of Political Science, Madurai Kamaraj University, Madurai, (Tamil Nadu)

B. Manoj, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Madurai Kamaraj University, Madurai, (Tamil Nadu)

Governments all over the world place a major emphasis on education policy. There is a global pressure on increasing attention on the outcomes of educational policies 
and their impact on social and economic development. The National Education Policy is formulated by the central government to promote education in India. The New 
Education Policy 2020 was released on 29th July 2020, after it was approved by the Union Cabinet. The New Education Policy (NEP 2020) aims to make India a global 
leader in education by improving access, equity, and quality of education at all levels, from early childhood education to higher education and vocational training. 
The NEP 2020 also emphasizes the importance of developing 21st-century skills such as critical thinking, creativity, and problem-solving in all students. To achieve 
these goals, the New Education Policy suggested several changes to the education system, including the introduction of a new National Curriculum Framework, the 
establishment of a new Education Commission, and the setting up of a new National Testing Agency. However, there is often a lack of understanding of how educational 
policies are formed and what constitutes an education policy. There have been gaps between recommendations and implementation due to social and political pressures, 
and also administrative lapses. Policies have also often been influenced by contemporary political agendas and in this process many lacunae in our educational system 
still persist. The growth in the number of educational institutions at all levels, especially in the private sector has posed a serious challenge to both educational planners 
and policy makers. This study focuses on awareness of college and university students about New Education Policy. For this study the student’s respondent were grouped 
as from rural, semi urban, urban and university. And further the respondents sub grouped as based on their discipline such as Arts, Science, Management and Professional 
course. To understand the knowledge of this policy a questionnaire was developed and data were collected from respondents.

Public Policy in India – An Overview
E. Maneesh, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science & Public Administration, Annamalai University, Chidambaram (Tamil Nadu)

D. Sivakumar, Associate Professor, Department of Political Science & Public Administration, Annamalai University, Chidambaram (Tamil Nadu)

Public policy in India has evolved significantly from its post-independence inception to the present day, reflecting the country’s changing socio-economic landscape. 
Historically, Indian public policy focused on nation-building and economic development, emphasizing land reforms, industrialization, and social welfare. Key 
policies such as the Green Revolution and the introduction of the mixed economy model shaped early growth. In the present era, India’s public policy addresses 
contemporary challenges such as economic liberalization, technological advancement, and social inclusion. Policies are increasingly oriented towards deregulation, 
digital infrastructure, and sustainable development. Programs like Digital India and Swachh Bharat Abhiyan illustrate the shift towards modernization and public health. 
Looking to the future, public policy in India is expected to continue adapting to global trends and domestic needs. Anticipated areas of focus include enhancing digital 
governance, addressing climate change, and fostering inclusive economic growth. Policymakers are likely to emphasize innovation, resilience, and equity to navigate an 
evolving global landscape and ensure sustainable development for a diverse and growing population

An Analysis of Public Policy in India: Nature, Future, and Relevance in the Contemporary Context
Dr. T. Gopinath, Assistant Professor, Department of Public Administration, Rajiv Gandhi National Institute of Youth Development Regional Centre, Chandigarh

Public policy in India serves as a dynamic instrument of governance, reflecting the complexities of a diverse and rapidly evolving society. This paper critically analyzes 
the nature, future prospects, and contemporary relevance of public policy within the Indian context. Indian public policy is shaped by the unique socio-economic, political, 
and cultural landscape of the country. The nature of public policy in India is characterized by a blend of incrementalism and transformative strategies, influenced by a 
federal structure, political bargaining, and the active role of civil society. This complexity often results in varied policy outcomes across states and sectors, necessitating 
a multi-layered approach to policy analysis. The future of public policy in India hinges on its ability to adapt to new challenges posed by globalization, technological 
advancements, climate change, and demographic transitions. Indian policymakers must navigate the competing demands of local governance with global imperatives, 
requiring innovative solutions that balance development and equity. Furthermore, the future of public policy will also depend on the extent to which it can foster inclusive 
growth, enhance governance structures, and ensure social justice, particularly for marginalized communities. This paper explores the trends and emerging paradigms 
in public policy that are likely to shape India’s trajectory in the coming decades. The analysis underscores the importance of evidence-based policymaking, the role of 
digital governance, and the increasing emphasis on public-private partnerships. It also emphasizes the need for greater citizen participation and accountability in the 
policy process to ensure that public policies remain responsive to the needs and aspirations of the people. This paper highlights the critical role of public policy as a tool 
for shaping India’s future, while also addressing the immediate challenges of today.

Public Policy and Social Justice in India: An Overview of NDA Performance Since 2014 General Elections
Manas Ranjan Behera, Research Scholar, Department of Social Science, F.M. University, Balasore (Odisha)

Dr. Rajshree Dutta, Assistant Professor of Political Science, Department of Social Science, F.M. University, Balasore (Odisha)

India’s public policy environment has experienced substantial changes in the realm of social justice since the National Democratic Alliance (NDA) came into power in 
2014. This article provides a thorough analysis of the NDA’s strategy towards social justice, including examining its important policies and their effects on underprivileged 
populations. The NDA administration has initiated many prominent programs, including the Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana, Ujjwala Yojana, and Ayushman Bharat, 
with the objectives of promoting financial inclusivity, empowering women, and enhancing healthcare availability. The study examines whether these measures have 
successfully tackled long-standing inequities in Indian society, notwithstanding their efforts to broaden welfare coverage and enhance access to vital services. Thus 
based on secondary sources of data, the article offers an analysis of the NDA’s efforts in advancing social justice by examining policy outcomes, implementation issues, 
and the wider socio-political environment. The study provides a summary of the NDA’s performance, in promoting social justice, highlighting both achievements and 
areas where gaps remain. This study adds to the continuing discussion on the future direction of public policy in India and its role in promoting a more inclusive society.

State Power and Agricultural Policy: The Socio-Political Dimensions of Marginal Farmer Welfare Schemes
R. Thanalakshmi, Research Scholar, Department of Sociology, School of Social Sciences, Madurai Kamaraj University, Madurai (Tamil Nadu)

The intersection of state power and agricultural policy plays a pivotal role in shaping the welfare of marginal farmers, a demographic often overlooked in the broader 
discourse on agricultural development. This paper critically examines the socio-political dimensions of welfare schemes targeting marginal farmers, with a focus on 
how state policies reflect and reinforce existing power dynamics. Drawing on the theoretical frameworks of A.R. Desai, Jan Douwe van der Ploeg, and Vandana Shiva, 
the study explores the implications of these policies on the autonomy, livelihoods, and socio-economic status of marginal farmers. Through a multi-layered analysis, 
this research highlights the ways in which welfare schemes, while apparently aimed at supporting small-scale farmers, often serve to establish state control and achieve 
systemic inequalities. By scrutinizing the role of state power in agricultural policy, the paper calls for a re-evaluation of these schemes to ensure they genuinely address 
the needs and aspirations of marginal farmers, development their empowerment and sustainable development.

 Restructuring Policy Paradigms: An Analytical Study on Enhancing Safety and Growth Opportunities for the Indian Diaspora: 
Dr. Radhika Mittal, Former Research Scholar, Department of Political Science & Public Administration, Banasthali Vidhyapith, Banasthali (Rajasthan) 

Pratibha Sharma, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science & Public Administration, Banasthali Vidhyapith, Banasthali (Rajasthan) 

India constitutes a rich history of migration, with one of the largest Diaspora communities globally, comprising 18 million people of Indian origin living abroad. The 
largest Indian Diaspora populations are found in the US, UAE, Saudi Arabia, Malaysia, Myanmar, and the UK. Despite being scattered across the globe, they maintain a 
strong connection to their ancestral land and play a vital role in its advancement. They are also the prominent pillars of India’s soft power in global board, as highlighted 
by Dr. S Jaishankar “By engaging with the Diaspora communities, governments can tap into their expertise and networks to promote cultural diplomacy”. The Indian 
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Diaspora contributed significantly to India’s national income in 2023, with $125 billion in remittances. However, they encountered numerous obstacles in foreign 
nations, inculcating caste, creed, colour, race based prejudice, language barriers, and visa issues. To address these obstacles, the Indian government must prioritize their 
welfare by implementing policies and programs that cater to their needs, such as forging strategic partnerships with foreign governments to simplify business operations 
and ensure their safety. This paper, is a secondary study which aims to analyze the challenges faced by the Indian Diaspora, evaluate India’s Diaspora strategies, and 
provide remedies to ensure greater inclusivity in Indian society.

Understanding Policy Conundrums in Governance through Reflections on the Sugarcane Pricing Policy in India
 Dr. Arun Kumar Singh, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Multanimal Modi College, Modinagar (Uttar Pradesh)

This paper will examine the well-known policy conundrum around the pricing of sugarcane. While the literature thus far has overwhelmingly focused on the economics 
of the issue, this paper will bring in the political dimensions, because the politics of policy is central to understanding it. Further, that ‘politics’ signifies contentions 
between the ‘degree of manipulative power’ of various interest groups with respect to the state in India, from the time of the modern manufacture of sugar from 
sugarcane. These were the cane growers & mill owners, two interest groups at the two significant ends of the sugar spectrum. Interestingly, one was from the agrarian 
sector and the other from the modern industrial, between whom the state mediated over the price of cane. Beginning during the colonial period in 1932, when the 
sugar industry got protection from the Government of British India, the politicisation of sugarcane pricing began when therepresentatives of cane growers demanded 
government intervention in fixing a minimum cane price to be paid by factories. The issue of cane pricing was intensified during the 1980s when new agrarian 
mobilisation began and demanded price incentives from the government. This issue continues unresolved till date and this is what needs to be understood. This paper 
argues first, that an analysis of the discourse of policy documents from the colonial to the post-colonial period shows different kinds of choices made-- by the colonial 
state, by merchants becoming industrialists and farmers opting for it as a cash crop. These manifest many contestations--- those between modernity and tradition, the 
agrarian and the industrial, the organised and the unorganised. It further argues that an analysis of the dynamics around pricing of sugarcane in India is a complex play 
between the institutional arrangements for fixation of pricing, the nature of the market and electoral dynamics and is not based on just and fair remunerative prices for 
farmers. This interplay between the discourse and the dynamics of policy is what makes it a highly contentious one, and so this paper argues that the pricing of sugarcane 
and sugar is not simply a matter of economics, but politics is central to it. The proposed paper will simply offer a sketch of these two dimensions of this policy in order 
to understand and explore the various contentions and possible solutions to them. 

 Impossibility of Politics-Police Dichotomy in India: The Trinity Through the Lens of Simulacra 
Nikhil Madhusudanan, Research Scholar, Department of Public Administration, Indira Gandhi National Open University, New Delhi

Law enforcement in a democratic setup is ideally expected to operate without political interference. However, in many Indian states, this separation is blurred, as 
frequently highlighted by media reports. This study aims to critically analyse the challenge of maintaining a clear politics-police dichotomy in Indian states through 
the lens of Jean Baudrillard’s Simulacra Theory. By examining the roles of political culture, mass media, and personnel management, the research explores how the 
representations and practices in these three areas contribute to erosion of the intended separation between policing and politics. The research adopts mixed method 
that combines qualitative and quantitative analyses. It draws from government reports, media outlets, and online sources, primarily in English. This comprehensive 
exploration includes content analysis of media reports and a review of literature on political influence in policing. The study reveals the hyperreal construct that makes 
politics-police dichotomy difficult to achieve in reality. This blurring of lines provides challenges in the public perception about police and the trust in them which is 
vital for the long-term health of democracy.

National Health Policy and the Insights from AAP Health Reforms
Madhuri Kumari, Research Scholar, IGNOU, New Delhi

The 2017 National Health Policy (NHP) marks a significant milestone for India. However, both the centre and the state need to cope with and bring their health 
infrastructure into the footprints of the NHP 2017. In this case, the Aam Admi party has significantly reformed the health structure. The article deals with how the Delhi 
government has inculcated health reforms along the lines of the NHP 2017. The Delhi government reforms have been complementing the national principles, aims and 
objectives mentioned in the NHP 2017. The article explores all these dimensions through the Aam Admi Party health policy with special reference to the Mohalla Clinic. 
The 2017 National Health Policy mentioned equity, affordability, universality, quality care, patient centred, accountability, decentralization, and partnership as a principle 
to achieve the objectives. The article outlines how all these principles have been accommodated by the Delhi government. The article delves into the insights of AAP 
health policy and how it complements the 2017 National Health Policy.

Sustainable Development Goals and Public Policy Nature and Future in India: An Analytical Perspective
Dr. Rajesh Kumar Kundu, Assistant Professor, Department of Public Administration, Maharshi Dayanand University, Rohtak (Haryana)

Public policy in India is undergoing a transformation, aligning with the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). This paper provides an analytical 
perspective on the relationship between Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the nature as well as the future of public policy in India. The analysis begins 
with an exploration of the historical evolution of public policy in India, characterized by a federal structure that requires coordinated efforts between central and state 
governments. Given India’s diverse socio-economic contexts, this structure necessitates tailored policy approaches across different regions. The paper then delves into 
how SDG-aligned policies are being implemented across key areas such as poverty reduction, education, clean energy, and climate action. It highlights current efforts 
to foster economic growth, social equity, and environmental sustainability while strengthening institutional capacities. Emerging trends, including the use of digital 
governance technologies, climate resilience strategies, and a focus on inclusive development, are examined. Finally, the paper anticipates the future of public policy in 
India as being increasingly shaped by SDGs, with a growing role for non-state actors like civil society and private sector stakeholders. The study concludes that effective 
integration of SDG principles will be crucial to achieving inclusive, equitable, and sustainable development in India.

Analysing India’s Nuclear Energy Expansion: Evaluation of Existing Mechanisms and Future Policy Directions
Sanjai G, BA Political Science, Kumaraguru College of Liberal Arts and Science, Coimbatore (Tamilnadu)

Pranavi K R, BA Political Science, Kumaraguru College of Liberal Arts and Science, Coimbatore (Tamilnadu)

The current status of nuclear energy in India is critically examined in this article, with an emphasis on safety standards, regulatory frameworks, and operational efficiency. 
Key difficulties and possibilities in the field are identified by this study. The ramifications of India’s adherence to international nuclear non-proliferation treaties and its 
goals for a low-carbon future are examined in this study. The study offers an in-depth assessment of governmental measures, such as the Nuclear Power Corporation 
of India Limited (NPCIL) and the Atomic Energy Act, in order to identify possible avenues for improving the sustainability and resilience of the industry. The study 
demonstrates how the strategic development of nuclear energy may support India’s overarching objective of achieving Viksit Bharat by 2047. It emphasizes how crucial 
it is to expand nuclear energy in order to fulfil the country’s expanding energy needs while maintaining geopolitical and environmental stability and, ultimately, building 
a strong, independent, and forward-thinking society. This study employs qualitative research methods, including comprehensive literature review, critical policy analysis, 
and case studies of selected nuclear facilities in India.

 State and the Status of Refugees: Decoding the Refugee Policy in India
Dr. Sumit Kumar Minz, Guest Faculty, PG Department of Political Science and Public Administration, Sambalpur University, Sambalpur (Odisha)

The state is necessary for individuals living in any corner of the world. The life of an individual becomes measurable in the absence of a state or in the lack of access to 
citizenship in a state. Today, in the 21st century, millions of people are stateless and moving to different corners of the world for shelter. Besides, many people who once 
had access to a state have lost their identity due to war, ethnic conflict, etc. and have been forced to leave their native state and move to other places in search of a safe 
place to live. All these people may be called refugees as per international laws. However, the concept of the refugee is complex and driven by various factors. A person 



78 Viksit Bharat @ 2047

or group of persons who is/are considered refugees by one state may not necessarily get the same status as another state. In a nutshell, the status of a refugee specifically 
depends upon the stance of the receiving nation-states. The article attempts to study the refugee policy of India as a nation-state since its independence. Moreover, it 
examines the various legal, political, and policy frameworks for accommodating refugees or asylum seekers in India.

Reaching the Last Man: Public Policy Approach for Achieving the Goal of Viksit Bharat by 2047
Utkarsh Agarwal, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, University of Delhi, Delhi

Public policy is the lynchpin towards the development of the nation. Being treated as a subdiscipline of Political science, public policy offers a framework for the 
roadmap growth of various sectors. Many of them playing vital roles in the functioning of the country are health, education, and infrastructure. Various theories of multi-
disciplinary nature guide the current policies. The paper explores these policies and analyses the pattern of rationale towards their formulation. With the help of both 
primary and secondary sources, the paper adopts the analytical methodology to showcase the potential policy suggestions that can be employed for formulating policies 
to realize Viksit Bharat’s goal by 2047. The paper also revisits Gandhi, Ambedkar, Lohia, and Nehru to get a glimpse of their thoughts with respect to the formulation of 
public policy. The paper also locates the shift in policymaking post-1991 with the advent of globalization. The change brought austerity measures and privatization of 
public institutions. Majorly affected by this were health and education. The paper intends to explain the effective policy recommendations for achieving the aim of being 
a developed nation by 2047 while also debating the meaning of development in a substantial sense.

Crafting India’s Future: Innovative Public Policy Approaches for the Next Decade
Dr. Utkarsh Mishra, Guest Faculty, Department of Public Administration, University of Lucknow, Lucknow (Uttar Pradesh)

Dr. Alok Kumar Gaurav, Assistant Professor, Department of Public Administration, Central University of Karnataka, Kalaburagi (Karnataka)

 This paper explores the evolving landscape of public policy in India, with a focus on identifying and analyzing innovative approaches that can address emerging 
challenges and opportunities over the next decade. The scope of this research encompasses critical sectors such as healthcare, education, economic development, 
environmental sustainability, and digital governance. By evaluating current policy frameworks and their effectiveness, the study aims to propose forward-thinking 
strategies that align with India’s socio-economic goals and global commitments. The significance of this research lies in its potential to influence policy formulation and 
implementation at various levels of government, thereby contributing to the sustainable development and inclusive growth of the nation. The methodology involves a 
mixed-methods approach, combining qualitative analysis of policy documents, case studies, and expert interviews with quantitative data to assess policy outcomes and 
forecast future trends. This study is essential for policymakers, academicians, and stakeholders involved in shaping India’s public policy, offering insights into strategic 
planning for the nation’s long-term development.

Public Policy in India: Nature and Future
Dr Rudra Prasad Sahoo, Assistant Professor, Center for the Study of Social Inclusion (CSSI), BBAU, Lucknow (Uttar Pradesh)

Public policy encompasses a wide range of issues that touch the lives of citizens in a nation. It covers rules and regulations that apply to a variety of sectors, including 
health, education, the environment, infrastructure, the economy, agriculture, industry, services, and others. Take, for example, health policy, foreign policy, and 
agriculture policy. These are just a few examples of policies formulated by governments around the world to meet the requirements of their citizens and the country as a 
whole. Public policy as a field is also a powerful tool for shaping the future. Successful policy leads to successful government. It is also anticipated that the government 
would continue to enjoy legitimacy of authority over citizens based on how government delivery policy looks into citizen aspiration. This paper is an attempt to critically 
examine the nature of public policy in India. It will investigate whether these are narrow or broad, positive or negative, in a comprehensive way to repose citizen trust in 
government, and similarly, it will study how public policy has to transgress some of the present hurdle and bring a futuristic vision to deal with nurturing enlightening 
citizens on the one hand and how it protects the common interest of the mass without much resentment on the other hand.

Public Policy and Contemporary Debates: An Indian Perspective
Dr. Biswachintamani Ambika Prasad Pani, Nalanda University, Rajgir, Nalanda (Bihar)

The rapid changes in governance and public service delivery that have occurred recently include mandates for policies, increased competency, programming structures, 
and contingent proposals for resource distribution. In general, India’s governance structure has undergone substantial changes as a result of the growing desire for 
efficiency. However, it is important to realise that the relationships and exchanges that take place between the several parties tasked with carrying out the delivery 
of public services encompass a multifaceted or systemic framework. It’s clear that India has seen tremendous changes in the political, social, cultural, and economic 
domains since the time of economic reforms in 1991. The economic reform, often known as neo-liberal reform, has emerged as a central issue in various scholarly 
research on Public Policy and the State. The nature of governing as well as the creation and execution of public policy have been profoundly transformed by the growing 
focus on efficient administration in government and outcome orientation as the ultimate goal of governance. In the reform era, public policy paradigms have changed 
dramatically, moving towards an accountable and responsive administration where development has taken centre stage for democratic nations like India.

Public Policy and Digital Governance in India
Dr. Khurshed Alam, Assistant Professor, Department of Humanities and Social Sciences, Integral University, Dasauli (Uttar Pradesh)

Public policy and digital governance in India have become pivotal in transforming governance structures and enhancing state-citizen interaction. With the advent of 
digital technologies, the Indian government has increasingly embraced e-governance initiatives, aiming to improve transparency, accountability, and efficiency in public 
service delivery. This study explores the evolution of digital governance in India, focusing on key policy frameworks such as the Digital India program and initiatives 
like Aadhaar and the Government. It examines the impact of these policies on administrative processes, public participation, and policy implementation. While digital 
governance offers significant potential for enhancing state capacity and promoting inclusive development, challenges persist in terms of digital divide, data privacy, and 
cyber security. The study critically analyzes the implications of digital governance on democratic accountability and public trust, highlighting the role of digital literacy 
and access in fostering an inclusive digital ecosystem. Through a political science lens, this research contributes to understanding how digital governance reshapes state-
society relations in India, emphasizing the need for balanced policy approaches that address both technological innovation and social equity. The findings underscore the 
importance of a robust digital governance framework that aligns with democratic principles and promotes sustainable governance outcomes.

Tribal Development Policies in India
Dr. Pandurang Bhoye, Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, Savitribai Phule Pune University Pune (Maharashtra)

In India, Tribal communities are marginalised. These communities are marginalised regarding both their own dwellings and the perspectives of the development process. 
Health difficulties, poverty, challenges with the forest and land, exploitation by merchants, superstations, a lack of educational resources, and malnutrition are just a few 
of the obstacles that Indian Tribals frequently face. Numerous individuals, both governmental and non-governmental, have been working among Indian tribal groups to 
find answers to this question. Tribals have legal protection under the Indian Constitution, yet these communities’ growth has not increased enough. This paper tries to 
focus on following objective: To introduce Tribal development policies in India. In the planning era, Jawaharlal Nehru, Elvin, Thakkar Bappa, Jayapal Singh Munda, 
and other governmental agencies highlighted the problems with Tribals, their backwardness, the need for tribal planning, and also offered suggestions for how to try 
to develop tribes. The crucial period for tribal development was the period of planning governmental structures and apparatus. Tribal perspectives on development 
have altered in the post-planning era. The rights of all Indigenous peoples were a priority for the UN. The PESA Act (1996) for Tribes was introduced by the Indian 
government, and separate tribal policies were also discussed. 
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Sustainable Development and Public Policy in India: A Political Perspective since 2014 General Elections
Dr. Rajshree Dutta, Assistant Professor of Political Science, Department of Social Science, F. M University, Balasore (Odisha)

When we talk about public policy and sustainable development together, we are referring to the formulation and implementation of policies that promote sustainable 
development goals. This involves integrating sustainability principles into policy frameworks across various sectors, such as energy, transportation, agriculture, urban 
planning, and more. The aim is to foster economic growth, social inclusion, and environmental protection in a manner that is equitable, efficient, and environmentally 
sound, thus ensuring the well-being of present and future generations. This paper examines the intersection of public policy and sustainable development within the 
context of India since 2014 General Elections. As one of the world’s fastest-growing economies with a vast and diverse population, India faces unique challenges and 
opportunities in achieving sustainable development goals while steering complex policy landscapes. Through an analysis, this paper examines the evolution of public 
policies which aims at promoting sustainable development in India, spanning sectors such as environment, energy, urban planning, and social welfare. Drawing on 
secondary data and scholarly literature, key policy initiatives and their impacts on politics of India, environmental conservation, economic growth, social equity, and 
resilience are studies.

Public Policy in India: Nature and Future
Dr. Sarita Singh, Department of Political Science, Assistant Professor, D.AV (P.G) College, Dehradun (Uttrakhand)

Any state or government is best known for the policies and actions it makes. With the emergence of modern welfare state and society, the governments has become a 
facilitator. Political science is the study of politics-the study of “who gets what, when, and how? (Harold Laswell) therefore with the emergence of modern state and 
society, it’s a challenge to the government to fulfill the interests of the people with its limited resources. In the era of globalization, especially in context of Indian 
state, its moto is now to provide maximum and better governance, from villages to metropolitan cities and also adhering to the Gandhiji’s principle of Swaraj that is to 
empower villages with the help of decentralization and participation. Public policies are significant component of modern political systems and they must be democratic 
and participatory in nature. in the policy-formulation process, a number of official and unofficial actors play an important role. As an official actor, executive, especially 
cabinet, plays a crucial role in the policymaking function of the government. Implementation of policy is the most important and fundamental function of bureaucracy. It 
is crucial in supplying data and necessary information to the government. India bein a land of diverse culture and religion, it is to be noted that policies in India have their 
own socio-economic and political contexts, which is reflected in the nature and character of the policies. That’s the reason it is distinct from the Western nations, as caste, 
religion and other social-economic factors play an important role in the policy-making process .As far as challenges are concerned, rapid urbanisation; growing energy 
demands; environmental degradation; declining agricultural productivity; weak human capital; generating productive jobs; new security threats; and re-positioning India 
in a changing global order .

Swachh Bharat: Investigating the Caste Question of Unfulfilled Quest 
Vipul Kumar Verma, Scholar, Centre for the Study of Social Exclusion and Inclusive Policy, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi 

We are aspiring for India to become a developed country by 2047. The Government of India launched ‘Visit Bharat 2047’ to achieve this goal by the 100th anniversary 
of Indian Independence from British Raj. The Prime minister of India also reiterated this resolution in the 78th Independence Day speech. Cleanliness is one of the most 
important parameters for a country to be categorized as a developed country. In various reports India is reported as one of the most polluted countries on the earth. Indian 
Cities and suburbs are the most polluted places on the earth, as most of the Indian cities tops the list of polluted places consistently. This is not something that is hidden, 
we can perceive in our day today lives. Government also knows it. That’s why the present prime minister of India launched a cleanliness program Swachh Bharat Mission 
in his very first term in 2014, to clean India. But the quest of Swachh Bharat remained unfulfilled. So the question arises why Swachh Bharat is such a herculean task? 
This article tends to deal with some pertinent aspects of this question. This article primarily tries to engage with the caste question against the fulfilling of the Swachh 
Bharat quest. How does it influence the policy formulation, implementation and the response of the civil society in India towards the management of municipal waste? 

Planning Process and the Slum Question: A Case Study of Delhi
Yogita Agrawal, PhD student, Centre for Political Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi

Ever since Indian independence, planning has been an important element in the toolkit of policy makers and political institutions. This is clearly evident in the capital 
city of Delhi where revised master plans are regularly prepared to rationally and efficiently manage the city space. Planning in urban spaces involves a certain sort of 
ordering and structuring of spaces which simultaneously function to legitimate certain spaces of inhabitation. People living outside these sanctioned spaces are termed 
illegitimate and illegal. The housing situation of the slum dwellers in Delhi is a case that exemplifies the rationality behind this planning. Though the numerous five 
year plans and state specific plans try to combat this glaring inequality between the rich and the poor and give the urban poor their rights, our empirical experiences are 
a testament to the fact that they have utterly failed. Moreover what happens in this tussle between the planning process and the rights of the slum dwellers is that other 
state institutions like the judiciary get extraordinary powers. They not only intervene but also mould the politics of planning and housing overriding other institutions of 
the state. The paper illustrates these arguments in greater detail.

Higher Education Policy Reforms in India: A Study of Challenges, Opportunities, and Future Directions
Adarsh Singh, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, University of Lucknow, Lucknow (Uttar Pradesh)

Sharad Mishra, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, University of Lucknow, Lucknow (Uttar Pradesh)

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 represents a transformative shift in India’s higher education framework. It aims to enhance quality, inclusivity, and global 
competitiveness. This paper provides an in-depth analysis of the NEP 2020 reforms, exploring their associated challenges, opportunities, and future directions. Key 
reforms include a multidisciplinary approach, flexible course options, and the integration of vocational education, alongside increased research funding and technological 
advancement. However, universities and colleges in rural and semi-urban areas face significant challenges in implementing these reforms. These challenges include 
inadequate infrastructure, limited access to digital resources, and financial constraints, which hinder their ability to fully adopt the NEP guidelines. Additionally, 
such institutions often struggle with a shortage of qualified faculty, low student enrolment, and insufficient support for research and innovation. This study examines 
these specific challenges, their impact on educational quality, and the disparity between urban and rural institutions. It also highlights potential opportunities for 
improvement, such as increased academic autonomy, enhanced global collaboration, and tailored support measures for underserved regions. The paper concludes with 
recommendations for future policy refinements and targeted interventions to address these disparities to ensure the equitable and effective implementation of NEP 2020 
across diverse regions of India.

Enhancing Jharkhand’s Start-Up Ecosystem: Policy Reforms and Strategic Initiatives
 Utkarsh Unnayan, Research Scholar, Ranchi University, Ranchi (Jharkhand)

Dr. Ashutosh Kumar Pandey, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, St. Xavier’s College, Ranchi (Jharkhand)

Jharkhand, a state rich in natural resources and cultural diversity, has significant potential to develop a vibrant startup ecosystem. India’s startup ecosystem has 
emerged as one of the most vibrant and dynamic globally. However, the state’s startup landscape remains underdeveloped due to challenges such as limited access to 
capital, inadequate infrastructure, and a lack of mentorship and industry-academia collaboration. To revitalize Jharkhand’s startup ecosystem, a comprehensive policy 
framework is essential. This policy should focus on fostering innovation, easing regulatory processes, and providing targeted financial support to early-stage startups. 
Moreover, enhancing digital and physical infrastructure, building robust networks among entrepreneurs, investors, and academia, and promoting skill development 
through educational reforms and incubation centers are crucial steps. Special attention should be given to leveraging Jharkhand’s unique strengths, such as its mineral 
wealth and tribal arts, by encouraging startups in sectors like mining technology, agriculture, and cultural tourism. By adopting a holistic approach that includes strategic 
partnerships with the private sector and fostering an entrepreneurial mind among the youth, Jharkhand can position itself as a hub for innovation and entrepreneurship. 
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The proposed paper will explore the existing challenges and provide policymakers with insights to create a more enabling environment for startups to thrive in 
Jharkhand, ultimately contributing to sustainable economic growth and social development in the region.

The Role of Public Administration in Achieving SDG 16: A Governance Perspective on Building Strong Institutions in India
Mr. Deepanshu, Junior Research Fellow, Department of Public Administration Maharshi Dayanand University, Rohtak (Haryana)

Dr. Rajesh Kumar Kundu, Assistant Professor, Department of Public Administration Maharshi Dayanand University, Rohtak (Haryana)

SDG 16 emphasizes the need for peaceful and inclusive societies, and building effective, accountable, and inclusive institutions. In the Indian context, public 
administration plays a very crucial role in translating this goal into tangible outcomes. The paper revisits the governance frameworks and administrative mechanisms 
that exist for India as a country in relation to how good institutions are built on such trying grounds of transparency, accountability, and inclusion of a multifaceted and 
complex society. Through the review of key initiatives, such as digital governance, anti-corruption strategies, and judicial reforms, this paper explains the transformative 
development of India’s public administration in light of Sustainable Development Goal 16’s demands. Underpinned by an in-depth review of relevant case studies and 
policy interventions, this research outlines best practices while pointing out areas that require further improvement. The results emphasize the necessity for ongoing 
innovation and active public involvement in governance to enhance India’s institutional capabilities, consequently facilitating the overarching objectives of sustainable 
development. 

Public Policy in India: Nature and Future (A Special Study of the Role of Saat Nishchay Yojana in Empowerment of
Youth and Women in the State of Bihar)

Ms. Alka Suman, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Patna University, Patna (Bihar)

Public policy is the overall framework that guides the actions and decisions of government entities, institutions and officials. It refers to the set of principles and guidelines 
that governments follow to address social, economic and political issues. Firstly, India public policy is deeply rooted in the country’s constitution, which provides a 
framework for policy making and ensures that policies are aligned with the principles of democracy, equality and justice. Bihar is a state located in Eastern India. Bihar 
has low levels of education and high levels of poverty. Saat Nishchay Yojana was introduced to take Bihar out of the vicious cycle of poverty and unemployment. The 
first part of Saat Nishchay Yojana which extended from the year 2015 to up to has laid a strong foundation for the socio-economic development of Bihar, addressing 
critical needs in infrastructure, sanitation, education and empowerment. However, the government is committed to empower the youth and women, making higher, 
occupational and technical education accessible to them, and to improve the making of Bihar to a high level while comparing it with all other states of India.

The Future of Public Policy in India: Emerging Trends and Challenges
Dr. Kamalaxi G. Tadasad, Professor and Chairman, Department of Political Science, Rani Channamma University, Belagavi (Karnataka)

This paper aims to scrutinize and examine the key tendencies and threats prevailing in the sphere of public policy in India. This paper argues that the evolution of 
the public policy process in India is a function of both substantive requirements based on social, economic, and political modernization and structural requirements 
based on the country’s need to manage its developmental process. It focuses on major processes of change in policy making, such as the digitalisation of governance, 
climate change mitigation, social inclusion, changes in healthcare, and economic development to identify possible effects on society, governance, and the economy. 
It also highlights the major barriers that prevent successful implementation of policies, namely governance, resource, political and technological issues, Hence, this 
study provides a holistic and predictive picture and seeks its deployment among policymakers, scholars, and other stakeholders, to better help them devise sensitive, 
integrative, and functional policies given India’s multiplex and evolving peculiarities.

Policies (And Politics) of Development: An Assessment of The ‘Appropriateness’ of The Schemes of Agnipath And Territorial Army
Dr. Sreeparna Chattopadhyay, I.C.S.S.R. Post-doctoral Fellow, Department of Political Science, Raiganj University, Raiganj (West Wengal) 

As far as the policies (and politics) of development in India are concerned, two ‘schemes’ or ‘provisions’ of the Government of India require exploration. The first is the 
Agnipath-scheme, which was approved by the Government of India on 14 June 2022, and implemented (in September 2022) throughout the country. The second is the 
option for joining the Indian Army as a Territorial Army (T.A.)-personnel. Consisting of former Indian Armed Forces-personnel (who are re-employed or self-employed) 
and people in non-military jobs, the T.A. provides Indians with the option of serving the army on a part-time mode. However, both these ‘provisions’/ ‘policies’ / 
‘schemes’ of the government have their individual good and flipsides. While both these ‘schemes’ aim to supplement regular defence forces with much-needed personnel, 
these are also not widely accepted by Indians as monetary benefits (for the people concerned) of such ‘schemes’ are either quite limited or non-existent. Moreover, both 
the schemes fail to give people the ‘prestige’ of serving in the defence forces, and often fail to attract willing participants. The present paper proposes to: (i) assess where 
exactly these two ‘provisions’/ ‘schemes’ stand as far as the Indian policies (and politics) of development are concerned (ii) what are the advantages and flipsides of 
such ‘schemes’, (iii) and, based on field-work, assess the ‘appropriateness’, ‘acceptability’, and ‘relevance’ of the two schemes to/for/among the retired Indian Armed 
Forces-personnel settled in the district of Uttar Dinajpur in West Bengal (India).

Public Policy in India: Nature and Future
Dr. Vikas Singh, Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, Himachal Pradesh University, Shimla (Uttarakhand)

Every government has some set rules and regulations for guiding its actions and its decisions to address its social, economic and political issues. It works on some 
principles for its guidance which is known as Public Policy concerning with the response of government to societal problems and needs. It involves analyzing the 
processes by which policies are created, implemented and evaluated. While shaping the public policy the role of various actors, such as government agencies, interest 
groups and civil society organizations are examined. History of public policy in India goes back to Kautilya’s Arthshastra which is considered one of the oldest text 
on public policy. During colonial rule of Britishers in India, the government was heavily influenced by western ideas and models of governance. Public Policy during 
colonial period was designed to promote the interest of Britishers rather than those of Indian people. After independence with the democratic system of government 
Public Policy in India is guided by the principles of socialism, secularism and federalism so that the welfare of every section of society can be ensured. In the early years 
in India the main focus of Public Policy was to promote nation building and industrialization. But with the passage of time it has evolved to address emerging challenges 
and opportunities with its growing ambition of development. The evolution of Public Policy in India is influenced by various factors, such as colonial legacy, diversity, 
complexity of society along with aspirations and expectations. It has its guiding force and deciding factors in the constitution aligned with the principles of democracy, 
equality and justice along with diversity of cultural, linguistic and regional shaped and influenced by social movements and activism. Various steps and models are 
involved in Public Policy from problem identification to its policy implementation and evaluation through various government agencies, departments and programs. The 
present paper will focus its attention on the nature and future of public policy in India as a varied and dynamic issue characterized by a mixture of continuity and change.

Policy and Implementation Lacune in the Wake of Ecological Disasters 
Dr. Manoj Kumar B, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Government College Kottayam, Kottayam (Kerala)

Grassroot level preparedness, prevention and mitigation are the three important components of environmental governance which likely leads to reduce the impact of 
natural calamities which occurred due the unprecedented changes in climate today. These components have many levels of coordination of local self-department the 
department of geology, engineering departments, revenue departments and agricultural department and all other departments if they think feasible at the grassroot level. 
The political leadership is the cog around which the system should be functioned. The state should design and implement special environmental policies for each area 
depending on the elevation, nature of soil, nature of watershed etc. Detailed survey should be done to mark the risk, high risk, safe or comparatively safe zones. All these 
things to be done at the grassroot level with the help of expert opinion and should not be based pressure from land and quarrying mafia. The Precautionary Principle and 
Polluter Pays principles have been accepted by the Hon. Supreme court of India (of Vellore Citizens Welfare forum case) as part of the law of the land in the case. These 
principles should be used for environmental governance. Section 31 of the Disaster Management Act says that “there shall be a plan for the disaster management for 
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every district of state” and it gives a detailed and comprehensive plan for disaster reduction. But the act lacks a comprehensive approach to policy framework that leads 
to land use, nature of habitation, construction and the materials to be used. According to Act mitigation means “measures aimed at reducing the risk, impacts and effects 
of a disaster or a threatening disaster situation”. Unfortunately, the system seems silent until the disaster occurs. If there is any input regarding possible natural disasters, 
that should be open to the public. We need special laws to deal with humans in hill areas.

Nature and Future Role of Public Policies in Indian Administration
Mr. Gundu Suresh, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Kakatiya University, Warangal (Telangana)

The excursion of the idea of Good Administration in current times has gone through many stages. In pre-freedom period Gandhi’s vision of good administration basically 
implied majority rule decentralization which involved capacity to the Gram Panchayats and individuals at the most minimal degree of political progressive system. 
‘Public Strategy’ is an idea now much stylish. Public arrangement assists with figuring out the political real factors. Strategy pursuing is firmly connected with choice 
making. The strategy choices ultimately taken in this way give an internal compass to the courses of managerial activity. A particular strategy configuration acts basically 
in achieving emotional transformation in India’s financial conditions. It likewise made, then again, an unequivocal space for government-individuals interface which up 
to this point stays fringe in rustic organization. One can securely contend that strategy choices put into high gear cycles to engage those at the grassroots by giving them 
sufficient institutional solidarity to really take part in rustic/metropolitan administration. The people who plan the public arrangement should have the holy obligation 
of directing its execution with no kind of predisposition. The people who are associated with the execution of public arrangement should realize the fundamental 
philosophical methodology cherished in the public strategy.

Policy Interventions in Cultural Tourism: Building the Bharatiya Narrative for 2047
Mr. Gurpreet Choudhary, Assistant Professor, Department of Public Administration, Rajiv Gandhi National Institute of Youth Development, Chandigarh

This paper examines the strategic potential of cultural tourism in advancing the Bharatiya narrative and enhancing India’s global standing by 2047, the centenary of 
its independence. The research provides a critical analysis of current policy frameworks and suggests practical approaches to leverage cultural tourism as a means of 
promoting India’s rich and diverse heritage. Utilizing a mixed-methods methodology, the study combines in-depth qualitative interviews with tourism experts and 
comprehensive quantitative analyses of tourism trends and impacts. The findings highlight cultural tourism’s role in reinforcing India’s soft power and crafting a 
cohesive and compelling narrative that resonates both nationally and internationally. Key insights reveal the need for significant policy interventions to enhance tourism 
infrastructure, embrace and promote regional cultural diversity, and integrate advanced digital technologies into tourism strategies. These recommendations are aimed 
at achieving the vision of Viksit Bharat @ 2047, which aspires to position India as a leading global cultural and tourism destination. This study offers a roadmap for 
policymakers to harness cultural tourism in shaping India’s future narrative on the global stage.

Multidimensional Poverty in India: Some Recent Evidence
Pradeep Kumar Panda, Research Scholar, Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Government of Odisha, Bhubaneswar (Odisha)

NITI Aayog has published ‘National Multidimensional Poverty Index – A Progress Review 2023’. As per the progress review report, the share of India’s population 
who are multidimensionally poor has declined from 24.85% in 2015-16 to 14.96% in 2019-21. Among states, Kerala has lowest poverty (0.55%) and Bihar has highest 
poverty (33.76%). This index is based on the NFHS Round 5 data (2019-21 India has witnessed significant reduction in multidimensional poverty. Government of India 
is targeting to multidimensional reduce poverty to 7% by the end of 2025 and end multidimensional poverty by 2030 as per SDG Target 1.2. Government of India is 
adopting many pro-poor welfare measures and interventions like PM Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana, Ayushman Bharat, Ujjwala, PM Awas Yojana, SWANIDHI, Jal Jeevan 
Mission, Atma Nirbhar Bharat, Smart City Mission, Make in India, Digital India, Skill India, etc. among others in this direction. Improvement in social sector indicators, 
elimination of all forms of poverty, hunger, malnutrition and provision of basic standards of living will lead to achievement of 2030 agenda of Sustainable Development 
in India. While the performance of States varies, some States which were traditionally having high poverty have made remarkable progress in helping people escape 
poverty, thus reducing inter-state disparities in multidimensional poverty. With this, the fundamental problems in accessing basic services are getting resolved fast so 
that the country can look towards becoming a developed nation i.e. Viksit Bharat @2047.

Public Policy Making In India: An Analysis of the Nature and Their Goal-Oriented Future 
Punam Sahani, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Patliputra University, Patna (Bihar)

India has a long history of public policy dating back to ancient times. The Arthashastra, written by Chanakya in the 4thcentury BCE, is considered one of the earliest 
texts on public policy. During British colonial rule, the British introduced laws and regulations that were designed to promote their own interests rather than those of the 
Indian people. After independence in 1947, India adopted a democratic system of government based on the principles of secularism, socialism, and federalism. In the 
early years of independent India, public policy focused primarily on nation-building and promoting rapid industrialisation. Over time, public policy in India has evolved 
to address emerging challenges and opportunities. More recently, initiatives like Digital India, Make in India and ‘Vikasit Bharat@2047’ reflect the country’s growing 
ambition to become a digital and manufacturing powerhouse. Public policy in India is characterized by a number of features that shape its nature and direction. Public 
policy in India plays a critical role in shaping the country’s future, impacting the lives of 1.4 billion citizens. The study analyses the making of public policy in India, 
their nature, future, highlights its successes, outlines its main problems, and offers prospective solutions.

Shaping India’s Future: An Analysis of Public Policy Trends and Prospects
Vincy N, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Bangalore University, Bengaluru (Karnataka) 

This paper explores the transformative dynamics of public policy in India, concentrating on the essential trends that have moulded governance and social consequences 
over the past few decades. As India straddles the divide between tradition and modernity, public policy assumes a critical role in tackling pressing issues such as 
economic disparity, social equity, and sustainable development. The article delves into substantial policy adjustments in sectors like education, healthcare, economic 
restructuring, and digital governance, underscoring their influence on the country’s socioeconomic fabric. The research examines historical precedents to uncover 
patterns and recurring themes in Indian policymaking, thereby offering a contextual comprehension of current policies. Additionally, the paper investigates the impact of 
various stakeholders, such as government bodies, civil society, and international influences, on shaping public policy. The study also explores prospective pathways for 
Indian public policy, stressing the need for innovative strategies to tackle emerging challenges like climate change, urbanization, and digital transformation. Ultimately, 
the paper aims to contribute to discussions on how India can optimize its policy framework to promote inclusive growth and sustainable development, thereby ensuring 
that the future of its citizens is secure, fair, and prosperous.

The Evolution and Impact of India’s National Health Policy: A Comparative Study of 2002 and 2017 Versions
Wajiha, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh (U.P.)

Prof. Mohd. Nafees Ahmad Ansari, Professor, Department of Political Science, Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh (U.P.)

Over the last two decades, India’s national health policy has shifted gears reflecting both changes in disease burden as well as focus on addressing its core challenges 
of providing care. By comparing 2002 with the 2017 NHP of India, this article undertakes a comparative analysis of how policy evolved to accommodate access (both 
financial and physical), quality and equity dimensions in terms of health services considering social economic dynamics as well as a demographic transition which the 
country experienced at large. The paper begins by giving the socio-economic and health background to both policy iterations. This is followed by a comparative review 
of major policy dimensions, such as healthcare financing, service delivery mechanisms and structure; human resources for health (HRH), and governance. Key changes 
in the NHP 2017 focused on increased attention to universal health coverage and traditional medicine. Health indicators pre and post-implementation of each policy 
version are quantitatively analysed to provide insights into the effectiveness of individual policies. Finally, the Bundy report features interviews with policymakers 
and healthcare providers, as well as public health experts who reflect on the implementation challenges and successes of these policies. Thus, the 2017 policy is a step 
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forward in recognizing the ideal of universal health coverage. While the 2017 NHP addresses some of the limitations of its previous version, the findings show that 
implementation gaps still prevail. The study lastly deliberates upon the ramifications these policy evolutions are likely to have on India’s health Goals and suggests 
some ways forward suitable for future policy.

Public Policy And Social Equity In India: A Critical Analysis
Dr. D.Prema, Associate Professor, School of Law (Politics and Public Administration) Saveetha Institute of Medical and Technical Sciences, Chennai (Tamil Nadu)

Public policy in India serves as a vital instrument for achieving social equity, addressing the diverse needs of its heterogeneous population. This paper critically analyses 
the role of public policy in promoting social equity within the Indian context, focusing on the efficacy, challenges, and outcomes of various government initiatives. 
The study examines key policies, such as affirmative action, social welfare schemes, and economic reforms, and their impact on marginalized communities, including 
Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, Other Backward Classes, and women. It explores how these policies have contributed to reducing socio-economic disparities 
and fostering inclusivity in areas such as education, healthcare, employment, and political representation. Despite significant progress, the paper highlights persistent 
challenges that undermine the effectiveness of public policies in achieving social equity. These include systemic corruption, bureaucratic inefficiencies, and the lack of 
grassroots participation in policy formulation and implementation. Furthermore, the intersectionality of caste, class, gender, and religion continues to complicate efforts 
to create equitable opportunities for all citizens. Through a critical lens, the paper also evaluates the role of political will and public accountability in shaping the success 
of social equity policies. It argues that while policies are often well-intentioned, their execution falls short due to inadequate resource allocation, poor governance, and 
socio-political resistance. The paper concludes by suggesting policy reforms aimed at strengthening institutional frameworks, enhancing transparency, and promoting 
inclusive development that truly addresses the needs of the most vulnerable sections of society.

Public Policy In India : Challenges And Prospects 
Dr. T. Jothi Rama Lingam, Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, Periyar Govt. Arts College, Cuddalore (Tamil Nadu) 

Lawrence Arockiaraj, Scholar, Department of Political Science, Annamalai University, Annamalai Nagar, Chidambaram (Tamil Nadu) 

Technological constraints, privacy concerns, and operational inefficiencies hindered its adoption among government employees. In rural areas, where reliable internet 
connectivity and infrastructure were lacking, the implementation of AEBAS was particularly challenging. Public Policy deals with the actions taken by the government 
to address and solve the issues faced by the citizens. Example of Public Policies includes- Swachh Bharat Abhiyaan, Make in India, Digital India In today’s world, many 
countries’ governments are indirectly run by the people. Most of the countries around the world are Republican Countries. In all the Republican countries around the 
world, its governance and power are held by the people and the representatives chosen by these people. The nation is not ruled by the whims and wishes of the ruler, 
unlike in old times. The principle aim of the government and its governance in the 21st century is the well-being of its people. This well-being is implemented through 
policies that help in lifting the people and provide for their survival needs. One of the most important parts of Politics is the planning and implementation of public 
policies. These policies are not only the government’s responsibility but also the general citizens and other institutions or organizations running within the country. It is 
an important and peculiar way through which the unheard voices of a nation can be heard. These policies are a necessary part of political society and the government 
governing the society. Even when the tenure of a political party is over, the policies implemented by this party will not be over.

Public Policy: Nature and Future An Attempt to perceive Inter-Departmental Convergence Approach
Dr Mamatarani Nayak, Joint Secretary, Government of Odisha (Odisha)

Pranabjyoti Nath Secretary, Government of Kerala (Odisha) 

Since independence, India has envisaged to have an inclusive and developed society by strengthening nation building institutions; enshrining a constitutional document 
imprinting social ethics of a welfare state; with rights, duties, regulatory procedures, protection to underprivileged, minorities etc., of the society; and to provide fair 
number of privileges to all in respect of distribution of food, wealth, education, health services, social justice etc. Considering all above, different policies have been 
framed to address societal challenges, and to promote just and fair society for all, ensuring equitable allocation of resources; reducing inequality through appropriate 
redistribution policies ; regulatory frameworks and systems to add or support the existing legal entities; foreign policies to encompass national interest, maintain internal 
peace and security in the country; strong vigilance on bordering areas adjacent to neighboring countries , with due reviewing from time to time . Among all these, 
the Government of India has taken a remarkable initiative formulating the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Schemes (MGNREGS) in 2005, 
which is a wage employment scheme designed to ensure minimum 100 days unskilled work in a financial year to a rural household and to ensure thirty three percent of 
women participation, which guarantees the constitutional rights of ‘Right to Work’ as a legal entity. Such wage employment Act has extended its inclusiveness through 
convergence approach along with other government departments and schemes to carry forward inter-departmental activities which will provide livelihoods support to 
the marginalized and the needy section of the society by benefiting 100 days of wage employment in a financial year to reduce poverty with enhanced income of each 
household and also to help building up assets in the concerned Gram Panchayat through an effective convergence approach . An example of an Inter-Departmental 
convergence approach adopted in a special project is Odisha Tribal Employment and Livelihood Program (OTELP Plus) under Schedule Tribe & Scheduled Caste 
Development, Minorities & Backward Classes Welfare Department, and Government of Odisha, which is trying to attain sustainable development with different 
components and by balanced convergence initiatives.

PANEL - 9 
POLITICS OF DISSENT IN INDIA

Dissent in Democratic Societies: A Study with Reference to India from the Year 2000 to 2024
Dr. Priyanka Arya, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, University of Rajasthan, Jaipur (Rajasthan)

Democracies, the world over have been the most favoured and followed form of government. Barring few exceptions, entire world is functioning on democratic 
principles. India is no exception to this. The Constitution guarantees - The Right to Freedom of Speech and expression under article 19(1)(a). The Right to assemble 
peaceably and without arms under article 19(1)(b). The Protection of Life and Personal Liberty under article 21. Apart from the inherent meaning of the said articles we 
can also believe that the people also have the right criticize and show their dissent against the government if they feel so, provided the criticism is not motivated and does 
not have any hidden intent behind it. So, the constitution has maintained a healthy balance between individual rights and state interests and also imposed restrictions on 
the above stated rights on the ground of interest of sovereignty and integrity of India, public order, decency and morality and incitement to an offence. The only point is 
that the restrictions must be reasonable. However, the functioning of the Indian Democracy specially in the past 10 years has proved otherwise. The paper attempts to 
understand if the government has become authoritarian? The questions analysed would be - Should the government interpret Dissent as violation and disobedience of 
the government? Why government is averse to the idea of dissent? Are Dissenters a threat to law and order situation? If imposition of sanctions, is the only way to deal 
with dissenters? Can’t we look at dissent as the first step towards freedom of expression and discussion? 

Humour as Political Dissent: An Analysis of Stand-up Comedy in India 
Survesh Pratap Singh, Research Scholar, Centre for Political Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi

Humour is an essential and inevitable part of our lives and society. However, political theorisation of humour has evaded academicians so far. This paper is about the 
exploration of the idea of the use of humour in political resistance against systematic discrimination. The paper swims through the stand-up comedy videos available on 
digital platforms, particularly YouTube by using the methodology of qualitative digital ethnography. The primary purpose is to try and understand whether humour in 
the form of stand-up comedy, which is a burgeoning industry in India, can offer a way to contribute to the anti-caste movement like other art forms have done. I argue 
here that despite there being a potent political potential in humour to challenge social inequalities, the stand-up comedy scene in India has been unsuccessful in tapping 
on to that potential. Movements are multi-dimensional and are fought on many fronts and while the art forms can be a great space to dismantle oppression and injustice, 
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the stand-up comedy that we have in India has failed in this respect, to be an art form, for the way it deals with the issue of caste.
Incivility and Dissent: The Language of Democratic Politics in Kolkata

Dr. Saheli Roychowdhury, Assistant Professor in Political Science, Ramakrishna Sarada Mission Vivekananda Vidyabhavan, Kolkata (West Bengal)

This paper is concerned with recent debates over the rise in incivil language and gestures in electoral and everyday politics in India, more specifically, in West Bengal, 
and most visibly, in Kolkata. The participants in these debates are educated middle class individuals with known partisan identity, and public figures from the civil 
society. While people may differently define incivility, they share a broad consensus about civility. Such debates reveal a growing panic about what is seen as a moral 
decay in politics. The paper will show that such incivility is opposed to four elements. They are: [i] an older sense of the urbane (opposed to rustic); [ii] the dominance 
of bhadralok and criticism of chhotolok ways; [iii] the established liberal and Marxist vocabulary of politics; and, [iv] the constitutional restriction on ‘un-parliamentary’ 
expressions. The paper will explore the implications of these phenomena for democratic politics at large. It will try to make a case that while it has a strong potential of 
undermining the traditional elite base of electoral politics, the aggression and coarseness of discourse could also mean new ways of excluding people from the margins.

The Decline of Indian Democracy: From Public Participation to Political Monopoly
Kavya. P, MA Student, Department of Development Studies, Rajiv Gandhi National Institute of Youth Development, Regional Centre, Chandigarh 

Vishnu V. K., Department of Development Studies, Rajiv Gandhi National Institute of Youth Development, Regional Centre, Chandigarh 

This research paper delves into the decline of Indian democracy since the country gained independence in 1947. Initially founded on the principles of governance for 
the people, Indian democracy has deteriorated into a system where the government imposes its ideologies on the population to serve its own interests. The essence of 
democracy, which is meant to thrive through active public participation, is being eroded by the growing monopoly of political parties. Elections, once considered the 
cornerstone of democracy, are increasingly controlled by political leaders, reducing them to mere power plays rather than expressions of the people’s will. Despite 
India’s significant strides in economic and social development, its democratic foundations have weakened. Public engagement, which is vital for a healthy democracy, 
has diminished, while political elites maintain control over electoral processes. This paper argues that without meaningful reforms, Indian democracy risks further 
degradation. By analyzing the impact of this monopolization of politics and the loss of public involvement, the research aims to highlight the challenges facing Indian 
democracy and the need for a revival of its core values to ensure that the government truly serves its people, as was envisioned at independence.

Challenges to Secular Fabric: Exploring the Tensions Between Constitution and Contemporary Realities
Panneer Selvam, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science & Public Administration, Annamalai University, Chidambaram (Tamilnadu)

Dr. R. Moorthy, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science & Public Administration, Annamalai University, Chidambaram (Tamilnadu)

Dr. M.A.B.M. Mohideen Kadhirali, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science & Public Administration, Annamalai University, Chidambaram (Tamilnadu)

This research investigates the complex dynamics between India’s constitutional commitment to secularism and the contemporary challenges that threaten this foundational 
principle. The study explores the historical evolution of secularism in India, tracing its roots from the framers of the Constitution to its current interpretations and 
applications. By examining key legal cases, political developments, and social movements, the research highlights the persistent tensions between the ideal of a secular 
state and the realities of a diverse, multi-religious society. The Indian Constitution enshrines secularism as a core value, mandating the state to treat all religions equally 
and ensuring freedom of religion for all citizens. However, the practical implementation of these principles often encounters significant obstacles. The research delves 
into instances where political agendas, communal conflicts, and socio-economic disparities have undermined the secular fabric of the nation. It also examines the role 
of the judiciary in interpreting and upholding secular principles, noting both progressive judgments and contentious decisions that have sparked debate. Furthermore, 
the study addresses the impact of contemporary issues such as the rise of religious nationalism, the politicization of religious identities, and the challenges posed by 
demands for a Uniform Civil Code. By analyzing these factors, the research aims to provide a nuanced understanding of the ongoing struggle to maintain secularism in 
India. Ultimately, this study seeks to offer insights into the ways in which India can navigate these challenges to uphold its secular ethos. It underscores the importance 
of inclusive policies, robust legal frameworks, and active civil society engagement in fostering a truly secular and pluralistic society.

Dissent, Democracy and the State: The Trajectory of UAPA In India
Revathy C, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, University of Kerala, Thiruananthapuram (Kerala)

Dr. Biveesh UC, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Scienvce, University of Kerala, Thiruananthapuram (Kerala)

Democracy thrives on dissent. Historically, dissent has been a characteristic of the Indian Subcontinent, but its interpretation has shifted significantly in modern times. 
The parameters of permissible dissent continue to be contested in India, notwithstanding the country’s seventy-eight years of independence. Activists and the judiciary 
have consistently criticised repressive legislations such as the Sedition Act and Unlawful Activities Prevention Act (UAPA), which the state has used to suppress dissent. 
Data from the National Crime Records Bureau shows significant misuse of these laws in curtailing fundamental rights and stifling dissent. Enacted in 1967, UAPA is an 
anti-terrorism law in India that prevents unlawful activities and associations. The UAPA has evolved through significant revisions into a more stringent anti-terrorism 
law that gives the central government extensive authority. However, the law faces criticism for its vague provisions, violation of human rights, undermining federalism, 
and raising concerns due to the increasing number of cases filed under the Act and low conviction rate. The research paper explicates the trajectory of UAPA since its 
inception. It also analyses how successive governments have employed UAPA through various amendments. This article explores the impact of the UAPA on dissent in 
India, examining the conflict between civil liberties and national security and assessing how the law influences the nation’s democratic values.

Legislative Privileges and Freedom of Press in Indian Democracy: A Study
Dr. Govinda Behera, Teaching Faculty, Department of Political Science, Berhampur University, Berhampur (Odisha)

Certain rights, privileges and immunities are indispensable for each House collectively and its members individually in Indian democracy. Both the Houses of parliament 
and state legislatures enjoy privileges under Article 105 and 195 of Indian constitution respectively. It enables them to perform their duties, business and discharge their 
constitutional obligations and dignity of the House without any obstacles from any angles. It includes right to freedom of speech and expression on the floor of the House, 
freedom from arrest, freedom to commit someone for contempt of the House. If the press publishes against the legislators they overreact and express their anger and 
annoyance and pass beach of privileges. On the other hand, press as fourth pillar of democracy provides quality and quantity of information to shape the public opinion 
through print media and electronic media that exerts a tremendous influence on public which is too powerful to put pressure on decision making process. This paper 
seeks to study origin, growth and enjoyment of privileges by legislators. How press will check dishonest, unscrupulous behaviour and selfish motives of legislatures? It 
will through much light on the privilege motions passed against freedom of press with an extensive coverage of reactions of press against the motions.

Integrating Human Security as a Pillar in the Democratization Process: A Comprehensive Analysis
Shambhavi Pramod Thite, Research Scholar, Department of School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi 

This paper explores the critical role of human security in the democratization process, arguing that a human-centric approach is essential for sustainable political 
transformation. Human security, encompassing freedom from fear, want, and the right to live in dignity, extends beyond traditional state-centric notions of security 
by prioritizing the well-being of individuals and communities. The analysis examines how integrating human security into democratization frameworks can promote 
inclusive governance, social justice, and resilience against threats to democratic consolidation, such as conflict, inequality, and political instability. By incorporating 
human security, emerging democracies can address fundamental challenges, including poverty, health crises, and social exclusion, which often fuel unrest and undermine 
democratic institutions. The study highlights that a comprehensive understanding of human security can mitigate risks associated with transitions to democracy by 
fostering a culture of peace, enhancing citizen participation, and strengthening the rule of law. This approach also helps to build trust between governments and their 
populations, a crucial factor in sustaining democratic governance. Drawing on case studies from diverse geopolitical contexts, the paper demonstrates that integrating 
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human security principles leads to more inclusive and resilient democracies. It concludes by offering policy recommendations for international organizations, civil 
society, and governments to embed human security in democratization strategies, ultimately creating a more stable and equitable political order.

Politics of Dissent in India
Dr.V. Solabuthisali, Assistant Professor (Retd.), Department of Political Science, Annaamalai University, Cuddalore (Tamil Nadu)

Political dissent is a dissatisfaction with or opposition to the policies of a governing body. Expressions of dissent may take forms from vocal disagreement to civil 
disobedience to the use of violence. Dissent is an opinion, philosophy or sentiment of non-agreement or opposition to a prevailing idea or policy enforced under the 
authority of a government, political party or other entity or individual. A dissenting person may be referred to as a dissenter. Sticker art arguing that dissent is necessary 
for democracy. Unlike majority opinions and similar to concurring opinions, dissenting opinions are not binding law and, therefore, future cases are not obliged to 
follow them. Nonetheless, dissenting opinions preserve minority viewpoints on contested legal issues and contribute to the public debate of these issues. The relationship 
between law and dissent is complex and dynamic. Dissent refers to the expression of disagreement or opposition to prevailing norms, practices, or laws within a society. 
Contrariety of opinion; refusal to agree with something already stated or adjudged or to an act previously performed. Dissent is strong disagreement or dissatisfaction 
with a decision or opinion, especially one that is supported by most people or by people in authority. He is the good and toughest ruler yet and has responded harshly to 
any dissent to his good governance. Thus, the political dissent prevails in the political society.

Is India a Democratic Autocracy?
Dr Dipikanta Chakraborty, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, National Law University, Agartala (Tripura)

The largest democracy, India has often been accused of democratic degradation. The initial adoption of British administrative setups, and the present verve of its 
replacement with the dichotomous Indian way of governance; deliberate abstaining of the oppositions, and the inclusion of religious majoritarianism in the social and 
cultural pluralism of India have become instrumental to the democratic decline of the country. India scored 7.18 and has plummeted as a ‘flawed democracy’ under the 
Democratic Index of Economic Intelligence Unit. Apart from the conventional factors like – illiteracy, poverty and unemployment; the democracy in India experiences 
serious setbacks due to regional disparity, fluctuating and inconsistent economic growth, political defections, lack of civil liberty, and NRC. The international community 
has severely criticised the revocation of the special status to Kashmir as the suppression of democratic ethos in the valley. The biased reporting of the media houses due 
to their nexus with political powers has caused rampant democratic backsliding. Due to the strong grip of the government over media, censorship of public opinion, 
monopolistic policies of the ruling elites and their intolerance towards criticism; the Indian democracy has evolved to an autocratic democracy. Owing to the growing 
competition for power, the government and the political opposition parties oversee the issues of good governance and the sustainable development agenda of the 
country. At this juncture, the paper raises the question of whether democracy in India is at stake. It will throw light on India’s journey from Constitutional democracy to 
Consociational democracy. Further, it seeks to analyse the evolving nature of Indian democracy and its present challenges. 

Discourse on Political Dissent in India 
Mr. Sunil Gaikwad, Department of Politics, Amdar Shashikant Shinde Mahavidyalaya, Medha (Maharashtra)

The discourse on political dissent in India is a vital component of its democratic ethos, serving as both a barometer of democratic health and a catalyst for social and 
political change. This research article delves into the complexities surrounding political dissent, tracing its historical roots, contemporary manifestations, and the 
evolving state responses. It investigates how dissent has been an essential force in challenging oppressive regimes, advocating for social justice, and voicing the concerns 
of marginalized communities. Historically, dissent in India has taken various forms, from the non-violent resistance of the Indian freedom struggle to the assertive 
social movements of the post-independence era. The article examines how dissent has been instrumental in shaping policy, influencing public opinion, and holding the 
government accountable. However, in recent years, the space for dissent has been increasingly constricted due to the rise of majoritarian politics, the use of draconian 
laws such as sedition and anti-terrorism statutes, and the suppression of media and civil society voices. The research explores the legal and constitutional frameworks 
that define the boundaries of dissent, highlighting key judicial interpretations that have either protected or limited this fundamental democratic right. It also considers 
the role of digital platforms in both amplifying and surveilling dissenting voices in the age of information technology. The article critically assesses the tension between 
state authority and the rights of citizens to express dissent, arguing that a vibrant democracy depends on the protection of dissenting voices. It concludes by reflecting on 
the implications of the current trends for India’s democratic future, emphasizing the need for robust safeguards to ensure that dissent remains a legitimate and protected 
form of political expression.

 Internal Democracy in the Congress Party of Assam: A Critical Analysis
Mr. Mantu Mali, Research Scholar, Assam University, Silchar (Assam)

Internal democracy is the backbone of a healthy political system and is important for enhancing transparency, inclusivity, and legitimacy within political organizations. 
This paper critically examines the state of internal democracy in the Congress party of Assam. It is found that the distribution of tickets and candidate selection within 
the parties are not quite transparent. The candidates from various parties switch over to other parties and parties welcome such defectors warmly. Sometimes, aspiration 
for power leads to the partition of the party. In Assam also there was defection and internal conflict within the political parties, especially the Congress party facing 
significant challenges in maintaining internal democratic practices. This paper explores the extent to which the Assam Congress party has adhered to democratic 
principles, such as the conduct of transparent and fair elections for various party positions, the participation of grassroots members in party decision-making processes, 
as well as democratic practices. The paper also examines the consequences of poor internal democracy on the party’s electoral performance. The study concludes by 
offering recommendations for reform, emphasizing the importance of transparency, inclusivity, and accountability within the party’s organizational structures and 
processes.

 Analysing the BJP Dominance: Key Factors and Implications
Arvind Kumar, Ph.D. Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, University of Jammu, Jammu (J&K)

The paper seeks to analyse the formidable rise of BJP within the theoretical framework of One-Party Dominance. It examines the phenomenon of BJP dominance 
within the historical framework of Indian democracy, comparing its characteristics with the Congress system that persisted during the first two decades following 
Independence. The BJP’s ascendancy, particularly since 2014, marks a significant shift in Indian democratic landscape, bringing a halt to the trend of coalition politics 
and heralding a new phase in Indian party system. The study examines the factors contributing to the rise of BJP to the centre stage of Indian politics, including its 
ideological appeal, strong organisational network, electoral strategies, and the role of leadership. It also delves into how this dominance has influenced India’s cultural 
discourse, development trajectory and governance practices, advancing the vision of Viksit Bharat. The paper relies on quantitative as well as qualitative tools to examine 
the electoral rise of BJP and derive its political implications. It finally concludes with a critical reflection on the challenges and opportunities posed by this dominance, 
offering insights into the evolving nature of Indian democracy.

Politics of Dissent in India 
Mr. Amit Nanabhau Kute, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Marathwada University, Aurangabad (Maharashtra)

In a democracy, the government comes to power only through the votes of the common people. Therefore, the government is accountable to the people. For that, the 
government needs to consider the opinions of the people. The reason for this is that if decisions and plans are made keeping in mind the common people, then those 
decisions and plans become useful to the people.And this is a characteristic of democracy. The right to dissent is considered important for the overall development of 
democracy because if a decision or policy has unfavorable consequences and is to be known, it can be known because of the different opinions of the general public in 
the political sphere. It also helps the government reflect on its actions; in fact, it helps to change decisions in policies and plans and to make measures more beneficial. 
Therefore, the Indian Constitution has indirectly recognized dissent as a fundamental right, as the people must openly criticize or react to government decisions and 
schemes. The right to disagree with the opinion of others is enshrined in Article 19(1) of Part III of the Constitution of India. This right is enshrined in the Constitution 
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because democracy thrives on the free exchange of diverse opinions. But the current Indian polity has grown increasingly intolerant of political dissent, raising concerns 
about the health of the world’s largest democracy. In this research paper how the politics of dissent are taking place in India, as there is a feeling among the general public 
that there has been a significant change in the nature of this difference in nationalistic policy will be studied.

Examining Alternative Politics in India and its Future
Vikas Yadav, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, University of Delhi, Delhi

The paper will look into the profound significance of alternative politics which has gained much attention in India’s electoral democracy. It will analyze the new trends 
and transformations of Indian party system in the context of politics of dissent in India. The major focus of the article will be to examine the emergence of the idea of 
alternative politics and its future in the Indian politics. It will examine how alternative politics has evolved in the post-independence era while highlighting the claims of 
political parties for ushering to work for the idea of alternative politics. It will examine the puzzle that how with the failure of the existing mainstream political parties, 
the vital importance of alternative politics has gained prominence. Therefore, the major focus of analysis will be to examine the different factors that have transformed 
the nature of electoral politics in India. Furthermore, an analysis of emergence of the Janata Party as an alternative in historical backdrop and Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
and its claim of alternative politics in the recent years will be done. In this regard, it becomes significant to understand and examine the idea of alternative politics and 
its future in India.

Geographic Dissent: Investigating UCC contrasting Responses in North and South 
Sakthinikita S, III Year B.A Political Science, Kumaraguru College of Liberal Arts and Science, Coimbatore (Tamil Nadu)

Janet Therasa M, III Year B.A Political Science, Kumaraguru College of Liberal Arts and Science, Coimbatore (Tamil Nadu)

UCC advocates for one country one law which aims to standardize personal laws irrespective of religion. With over 1.45 billion population and over 22 scheduled 
languages and multiple religions and customs, it has both advantages and disadvantages. This paper analyses the reasons for contrasting responses to the UCC in 
Northern and Southern part of India. It also delves into the historical, cultural and geographical aspects that has shaped the disparate regional responses. With contrasting 
historical legacies, the northern and southern part of India showcases complex and eclectic responses. Hence this paper delves into contrasting regional perspectives 
and also explains the geographic dissent encircling UCC. Therefore with the primary goal of implementing uniform legal framework, it also examines the challenges in 
implementing in India which is a country with co- existence of many different cultures. This paper is based upon qualitative comparative analysis of complex responses 
to UCC in Northern and Southern part of India. This paper emphasises in considering the regional contexts and identities in drafting national policy especially in delicate 
aspects like personal laws.

PANEL - 10
ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY

Energy Consumption Patterns: A Comparative Study of Rural and Urban Households in India
Adarsh Kumar Singh, Research Scholar, Energy Studies Programme, School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi

Atul Kumar, Professor, Energy Studies Programme, School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi 

With a sustained economic growth and rapid migration to the cities, the country has been witnessing a significant rise in awareness level, health consciousness, 
disposable income and standard living of the households. This has led to a shift in their consumption patterns, which in turn is leading to a consistent rise in energy 
consumption in the country. This paper studies the socio-economic drivers of the rising energy demand in the residential sector and its changing nature across the rural 
and urban households in the country. The income class wise ownership of major energy consuming appliances of more than 2 lakh households has been analysed in 
conjunction with their monthly expenditure from 2014 to 2024 for this study. The mobility of the households across different income groups and transition in their 
ownership of appliances has been treated as a proxy to elucidate upon the changing energy consumption patterns. The other socioeconomic drivers such as education 
level, occupation, gender and the expenditure patterns of the households have also been analysed. The distinction in the consumption and expenditure pattern of rural 
and urban households across different income groups is encouraged to be used for policy formulations and perspective planning.

Achieving Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in India for ‘Viksit Bharat’: Progress, Challenges, and Strategies
Dr. Anjali Gaidhane, Professor and Head, Dept. of Political Science, Hislop College, Temple Nagpur (Maharashtra)

India, home to one-sixth of the global population, plays a critical role in the global success of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), a fact emphasized by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi at the UN Sustainable Development Summit in 2015. Achieving a “Viksit Bharat” by 2047 is intricately linked to the successful implementation 
of the SDGs. This paper explores India’s progress towards the SDGs and the challenges it faces. The SDGs, adopted by all UN member states in 2015, aim for a 
sustainable future encompassing social, economic, and environmental well-being. To assess India’s progress, this paper reviews advancements in poverty reduction, 
healthcare, and infrastructure development while identifying significant obstacles such as widespread poverty and inequality, environmental degradation, and governance 
issues. Findings indicate that although India has made notable strides in various areas, significant challenges persist. Overcoming these requires a multi-faceted approach 
that includes strengthening institutions, investing in human capital, promoting sustainable development practices, and fostering international cooperation. In conclusion, 
achieving the SDGs in India necessitates a collaborative effort from the government, civil society, and the private sector. The paper argues that while progress has been 
made, addressing the remaining challenges is crucial for a “Viksit Bharat” by 2047.

Environmental Sustainability: Challenges and Opportunities in India’s Political Landscape
Dr. Anju Beniwal, Assistant Professor, Govt. Meera Girls College, Udaipur (Rajasthan)

This study examines the multifaceted challenges and opportunities associated with environmental sustainability within India’s political framework. It explores how 
political communication, media narratives, and propaganda influence environmental policy-making and public perceptions of sustainability issues. The research delves 
into the role of political activism and socio-political movements in advocating for environmental causes, assessing their impact on governmental actions and policies. 
Additionally, the study evaluates the contribution of digital democracy and e-governance in promoting environmental sustainability, highlighting the growing importance 
of digital platforms in shaping political discourse and enabling citizen participation. The analysis also considers the implications of AI in Indian politics, focusing on how 
emerging technologies can be harnessed to address environmental challenges. Furthermore, the research contextualizes India’s efforts in relation to global environmental 
trends, including its interactions with neighbouring countries and participation in international environmental agreements. By integrating these elements, the study aims 
to provide a comprehensive understanding of the current state of environmental sustainability in India and the political dynamics that influence its progress.

India’s Response to Climate Change: Politics, Policies, and Challenges
Dr. Manoj Kumar, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science , H.V.M. (PG) College, Raisi, Haridwar (Uttarakhand) 

Dr. Sudhir Kumar, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, M.M. College, Modinagar, Ghaziabad (Uttar Pradesh)

Climate change presents a critical challenge for developing nations like India, where rapid economic growth and a population exceeding 1.4 billion make its response 
pivotal for both domestic welfare and global sustainability. This article explores the multifaceted dynamics of India’s climate strategy, focusing on the interplay between 
politics, policies, and socio-economic challenges. India’s commitments under international agreements such as the Paris Agreement and its ambitious Nationally 
Determined Contributions (NDCs) reflect its dedication to transitioning towards a low-carbon economy while balancing the needs for economic growth and poverty 
alleviation. The article examines the evolution of India’s climate policies, starting with the National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC) and its missions, which 
emphasize renewable energy, energy efficiency, and climate resilience. Key initiatives like the Jawaharlal Nehru National Solar Mission and the International Solar 
Alliance (ISA) are highlighted as milestones in India’s climate journey. Additionally, the article discusses the challenges India faces, including political economy 
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constraints, the need for policy coherence, and institutional capacity building. The role of technological innovation, particularly in renewable energy, energy efficiency, 
and climate-smart agriculture, is also analysed. India’s leadership in global climate diplomacy, especially in advocating for the Global South, and its push for climate 
finance and technology transfer are explored. The article concludes with recommendations for strengthening India’s climate response, emphasizing policy integration, 
increased investment, inclusive action, and continued global leadership in the fight against climate change.

Politics of Plastic: A Legal Discourse on Plastic Usage and Regulation
Dr. Sharada Prasanna Rout, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Berhampur University, Bhanja Bihar, Ganjam (Odisha) 

Plastics have become an integral part of modern society, offering unparalleled convenience in various aspects of life. However, the environmental consequences of 
plastic usage have raised significant concerns, prompting the need for a comprehensive legal discourse on the politics surrounding plastics. This paper aims to explore the 
multifaceted aspects of plastic use, the legal framework governing it, and the environmental implications that necessitate regulatory interventions. primarily This paper 
seeks to critically analyze the politics of plastic through a legal lens, identifying the challenges and opportunities for regulatory frameworks to address environmental 
concerns associated with plastic use.

Does Centralisation Promote Decentralisation? A Review of Water and Sanitation Policies in India
Dr. Jyotirmayee Tudu, Associate Professor, Centre for Political Studies, School of Social Science, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi

This paper offers an argument that decentralisation as a policy design could be effective when applied through a mandated a centralised direction. The strength of this 
argument has been substantiated through a review of water and sanitation policies in India. The federal constitutional arrangement in India designated states to deal 
with issues of water and sanitation. However, past trend informs that seriousness on basic amenities like water supply and sanitation facilities got a major focus when a 
national level campaign had initiated to address all these concerns. One can observe this visibility through central intervention in terms of grant-in-aid support and also 
fixing targets especially during previous and also continuing with the current political regime. Further, how decentralisation needs to be applied at the state, district and 
local level has uniformly designed by the centre and offered as a mandatory implementation guideline to the states. Moreover, detail narration of above trend has been 
discussed in the context of Swachh Bharat Mission and Jal Jeevan Mission. 

Balancing Economic Prosperity and Environmental Sustainability: Strategies for Achieving Viksit Bharat 2047
Bani Bakshi, MA Student, Department of Public Administration, Rajiv Gandhi National Institute of Youth Development, Chandigarh 

India has achieved a significant milestone of 75 years of independence and now faces a critical juncture in its pursuit of economic prosperity and environmental 
sustainability. Striking a delicate balance between these two imperatives is of utmost importance. The vision of Viksit Bharat 2047 aims to transform India into a 
developed nation by 2047, encompassing various facets of development, including economic growth, environmental sustainability, social progress, and good governance. 
This paper delves into the strategies required to achieve this balance, considering the ultimate goal of Viksit Bharat 2047. It employs literature reviews, case studies, and 
policy analysis to assess the viability of environmental sustainability amidst economic growth. Key research questions include identifying the primary economic and 
environmental challenges India faces in its journey to becoming a developed nation by 2047, and exploring strategies to ensure that economic growth occurs without 
compromising environmental sustainability. This study contributes to the existing body of knowledge by providing actionable recommendations for policymakers to 
achieve sustainable development and environmental stewardship.

Viksit Bharat in Global Climate Order: Rising as Voice for Voiceless
Dr. Hemsagar Barik, Research Scholar, Centre for Inner Asian Studies, School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi

Dr. Mahesh Ranjan Debata, Assocate Professor, Center for Inner Asian Studies, School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi

India, being a developing country essentially requires modern and accessible technology to advance its economy and other social problems in order to fight against its 
deeply rooted poverty since its independence. On the other hand, the normative structure of global climate conventions create pressure environment to mitigate/cur GHG 
emission of respective countries which has a direct impact on the India’s development process in economic, political and social sector. Similarly, the underdeveloped 
and developing countries (global south) are entangled in dialectical syllogism where they hardly represent their voice of concern at international forum because of their 
insignificant position in international arena. Despite of unsound condition, India continues to fight challenges for ‘climate justice’. India has successfully proved itself 
to be one of the “most responsible” and “committed member” of UNFCCC to combat global climate problems by playing a robust role in international convention 
negotiation and show an advance achievement of targets pledged in earlier conventions. India pledges to its countrymen and the world to give a healthy air free of smoke 
and population by 2047 celebrating India’s 100th independence under mission Vikshit Bharat @2047. This paper analyses how India bargain for changes in international 
climate regime for better inclusivity and raise voice of poor countries in global climate order on behalf of global south countries.

 The Implication of Energy Transition on the Energy Security of India
Ankur Agrawal, Research Scholar, Energy Studies Programme, School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi

Dr. Atul Kumar, Professor, Energy Studies Programme, School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi

Energy security has long been a critical issue for India, given its vast population, growing economy, and heavy reliance on energy imports. At a time when India is 
undergoing a significant transition in its energy landscape, moving away from fossil fuels to renewable energy sources and improving the efficiency of conventional 
ones, are critical for our overall security. The energy transition provoked by mitigating greenhouse gas emissions and lessening dependency on imported fossil fuels 
represents a major factor in the nation’s future energy security. This paper examines these implications with respect to energy independence, the need for a reliable and 
affordable energy supply, and the environmental sustainability of further deploying large-scale renewable production across various dimensions. The transition can be 
a double opportunity to both strengthen India’s energy security by increasing the diversity of sources and minimizing reliance on international markets volatility, as 
well as it could also entail challenges regarding infrastructure development; policy alignment with climate change issues already identified in Sustainable Development 
Goals monitoring efforts — including those related to ‘energy’; socio-economic impacts of moving away from traditional fossil fuel-based sectors towards new types 
that make more sustainable choices available locally.

Navigating Climate Diplomacy: India’s Role in Advancing Justice and Sustainability
Ateka Hasan, PhD Scholar, Nelson Mandela Centre for Peace and Conflict Resolution, Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi

Climate Diplomacy is critical for achieving environmental sustainability and developing international climate policies, where the principle of Common but Differentiated 
Responsibilities (CBDR) plays a central role. The paper aims to analyze the dynamics surrounding climate negotiations and the strategic role that the major powers 
play in addressing the global climatic concerns and challenges, emphasizing the importance of justice and fairness in these efforts. It examines how the international 
agreements and collaborative initiatives are impacting the goal towards promoting sustainable development. The paper further studies how climate diplomacy is guided 
by the principles of CBDR and how it influences global policy frameworks. In this context, the paper further explores India’s role as a significant player in climate 
diplomacy. It examines how India’s Strategic objectives and international activities align with its vision of Viksit Bharat @2047. The paper will examine India’s role 
and contributions to climate agreement as well as its efforts to promote justice and sustainability globally, in addition to highlighting its ability to shape and contribute 
to global climate policy.

Implication of Energy Transition in Coal Rich Region of India
Kumar Gaurav, Research Associate, Energy Studies Programme, School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi

Atul Kumar, Professor, Energy Studies Programme, School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi 
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The need to phase down coal consumption is paramount to India’s aspiration for low carbon economy. Coal, the main sources of carbon emission, is also a key driver 
of economic growth of nation. In India about 80% of coal production comes from states of Odisha, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh and Madhya Pradesh. These states produce 
about 6.5 % of India’s total non-fossil fuel-based electricity. Coal is also most important pillar of economy of these states. Energy transition in these states would be 
key to national aspiration for a low carbon economy. This becomes more challenging as coal phase down is threatening existing livelihood. However, on other hand 
livelihood opportunity in low carbon energy industries is rising. Existing industries in these states could shift to western and other states with higher share of clean energy 
production. The disparity in energy transition could lead to socioeconomic distress in coal producing region of the nation, understanding the skewed nature of energy 
transition merits further analysis. The present study uses national indexes and other literature to understand implication of energy transition in coal rich region. Skilling, 
awareness programme, economic diversification and improvement of social infrastructure needs major push.

Consciousness Toward Environmental Sustainability: An analysis From Ancient India to Contemporary Times
Manas Ranjan Bishi, Ph.D Scholar, Department of Political Science Central University of Haryana, Mahendragrah (Haryana)

This paper examines the evolution of environmental awareness in India, tracing its roots from ancient traditions to contemporary practices. It explores how ancient Indian 
philosophies, including Vedic texts, Jainism, Buddhism, and tribalism emphasized living in harmony with nature, fostering a deep-seated environmental consciousness. 
Practices like sustainable agriculture, water conservation, and the protection of biodiversity were integral to these early societies. During the transition period of India 
through colonialism and industrialization, the relationship between humans and the environment underwent significant changes, often leading to ecological degradation. 
This paper explores these shifts and the growing realization of the need for sustainable development in modern India. It also highlights how traditional ecological 
knowledge is being revitalized and integrated with modern innovations to address contemporary environmental challenges such as climate change, deforestation, 
and pollution. By bridging the ancient and the modern, this theme underscores the continuity and transformation in India’s environmental consciousness. It invites 
discussions on how lessons from the past can inform current and future sustainability efforts, positioning India as a potential leader in global environmental initiatives.

Green Hydrogen: A Catalyst for Environmental Sustainability in India
Md. Istiyak Alam, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh (Uttar Pradesh)

As India envisions its transformation into a developed nation by 2047, environmental sustainability emerges as a pivotal component of this journey. This paper explores 
the potential of green hydrogen as a catalyst for achieving environmental sustainability in India. Green hydrogen, produced through the electrolysis of water using 
renewable energy sources, offers a promising solution to reduce carbon emissions and dependence on fossil fuels. The study examines the current state of green hydrogen 
technology, its applications in various sectors such as transportation, industry, and energy storage, and the policy frameworks necessary to support its adoption. By 
analysing case studies and global best practices, the paper highlights the economic, environmental, and social benefits of integrating green hydrogen into India’s energy 
mix. Furthermore, the paper discusses the challenges and opportunities associated with scaling up green hydrogen production and infrastructure in India. It emphasizes 
the role of government policies, private sector investments, and international collaborations in fostering a green hydrogen economy. This paper argues that green 
hydrogen can play a transformative role in India’s quest for environmental sustainability, contributing to a cleaner, greener, and more resilient future.

Environmental Sustainability - Problem of Stubble Burning and Its Remedies
Dr. Rukinder Kaur, Head & Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Dev Samaj College for Women, Ferozepur (Punjab)

Environmental Sustainability means it is the responsibility of present generation to use natural resources in such way that future generation too can enjoy their benefits 
and to protect the global ecosystem. In the way of Environmental Sustainability, there are various challenges that need to be addressed and one among them is stubble 
burning. Stubble (also called Parali in Punjabi) remains produced after harvesting rice crops. Stubble burning is the activity to put paddy crop residue to fire to clear 
the land to sow next crop. The farmers found this practice the cheapest way without caring its disastrous consequences. Stubble burning results to loss of soil fertility 
as it causes the loss of nitrogen, phosphorus, sulphur. Stubble burning causes air pollution as it releases large amount of carbon monoxide, carbon dioxide and sulphur 
dioxide. In northern part of India specially in Punjab and Haryana, rice is generally sown in July-August and harvested in October month and the practice of stubble 
burning is very high. These regions suffer with foggy days that disrupt traffic, normal life, health and above all fertility of the soil. In the present paper, the problem is 
analyzed in the perspective of farmers, government and environmental safety and sustainability. Government should take initiatives to solve the problem like producing 
biomass with the paddy straw and organizing awareness camps for farmers in rural areas. The farmers should apply alternative usage of crop residue or cut and mix 
stubble with soil. The development should be sustained without creating other health and economic problems especially for future generations. 

Policies and Process for Environmental Sustainability in India
Dr. Sandeep Tiwari, Assistant Professor of Political Science, Government First Grade College, Manhalli (Karnataka)

The sustainability of Environment refers protect and preserve the environment with its real shape to nurture the future generation. The government of India and state 
governments at regional level they put all their efforts, to preserve the nature. As India developing nation it has to opt industrialisation, green revolution and such 
technology which are by and large against the environment and human kind. In the name of development and basic infrastructure deforestation is on rampant. The rapid 
industrialisation leads the problems of restoration and reuse of wastages of industry inform of waste chemical oriented water, non-degradable wastages go on to increase 
every day India produce 170.000 metric tonne solid waste per day it maintains 6% growth rate on in comparison previous year. According data collected by Food and 
Agricultural Organisation, the rate of deforestation in India stood at 668000 hectors per year due to the direct human induced it also affects the growth of new forests 
in India. In 2023 itself area of 1.44,000 hector forest have lost the all its flora and fauna. This scene became responsible for greenhouse effect and increase in heat by 
1.5 degree Celsius. The problem of open defecation is also the major cause to deteriorating situation of environment in India as per the data till 2014 more than 41% 
population practiced open defecation in India. Its ration more than 40% in rural India even today. The government of India have taken many initiatives to sustain clean 
environment by promoting green energy, Swachha Bharat Abhiyan, Jal Shakti Aabhiyan etc., the forest departments of all states have taken many initiatives to implanted 
the trees.

Analysing India’s Nuclear Energy Expansion: Evaluation of Existing Mechanisms and Future Policy Directions
Sanjai G, BA Political Science, Kumaraguru College of Liberal Arts and Science, Coimbatore (Tamil Nadu)

Pranavi K R, BA Political Science, Kumaraguru College of Liberal Arts and Science, Coimbatore (Tamil Nadu)

The current status of nuclear energy in India is critically examined in this article, with an emphasis on safety standards, regulatory frameworks, and operational efficiency. 
Key difficulties and possibilities in the field are identified by this study. The ramifications of India’s adherence to international nuclear non-proliferation treaties and its 
goals for a low-carbon future are examined in this study. The study offers an in-depth assessment of governmental measures, such as the Nuclear Power Corporation 
of India Limited (NPCIL) and the Atomic Energy Act, in order to identify possible avenues for improving the sustainability and resilience of the industry. The study 
demonstrates how the strategic development of nuclear energy may support India’s overarching objective of achieving Viksit Bharat by 2047. It emphasizes how crucial 
it is to expand nuclear energy in order to fulfil the country’s expanding energy needs while maintaining geopolitical and environmental stability and, ultimately, building 
a strong, independent, and forward-thinking society. This study employs qualitative research methods, including comprehensive literature review, critical policy analysis, 
and case studies of selected nuclear facilities in India

Role of Maritime Security in Environmental Protection: Combating Illegal Activities and Protecting Marine Ecosystems
Shantanu Sharma, Assistant Professor, Department of Defence and National Security Studies, The Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda, Vadodara (Gujarat)

Protecting the marine environment from dangers such as unlawful activity and ecosystem degradation is made possible in large part by maritime security. This paper 
examines the connection between environmental preservation and maritime security, with a particular emphasis on stopping illicit activity and preserving marine 
environments. It emphasises how crucial legal frameworks, international cooperation, and the execution of initiatives to improve marine security for environmental 
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reasons are the issues that illicit activities pose to maritime ecosystems are discussed in the paper, including illegal fishing, pollution, and wildlife trafficking. It examines 
how international agreements, such the International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships (MARPOL) and the United Nations Convention on the 
Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), provide a framework for lawful action on these matters. Moreover, the study looks into the tactics and suitable methodologies utilised by 
maritime security organisations to safeguard the aquatic ecosystem. Coastal states should increase their capacity and share information, among other things, and improve 
their surveillance. The paper also stresses the necessity of an all-encompassing strategy that combines environmental protection, sustainable development objectives, 
and marine security.

Environmental Democracy in India: Integrating Sustainable Development Goals into Democratic Processes
Pranavi K R, BA Student of Political Science, Kumaraguru College of Liberal Arts and Science, Coimbatore (Tamil Nadu)

Shrinidhi Abirami S, BA Student of Political Science, Kumaraguru College of Liberal Arts and Science, Coimbatore (Tamil Nadu)

This paper explores the evolving landscape of environmental democracy in India, focusing on the integration of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) into democratic 
processes. Through a qualitative analysis, this study examines how India’s democratic framework can be leveraged to foster sustainable development, ensuring that 
environmental policies are not only top-down mandates but are shaped by inclusive, participatory processes. We analyse the effectiveness of recent policy initiatives, such 
as the National Green Tribunal and Environmental Impact Assessment notifications, in fostering public participation. By examining the intersection of environmental 
rights, public participation, and sustainable development, this paper argues that strengthening environmental democracy is crucial for India’s journey towards becoming 
a developed nation by 2047. By weaving sustainable development into the fabric of India’s democratic processes, the paper argues for a future where environmental 
democracy serves as a cornerstone of India’s journey towards becoming a Viksit Bharat by 2047. The research underscores the importance of aligning national policies 
with global SDGs, advocating for a model where environmental justice is a democratic right, not a privilege.

Democracy and Sustainable Development in the Context of India 
Dr. Almeen Ali, Former Secretary, U.P. Minorities Commission, Govt of U.P, Lucknow, Former Principal, Shri P.L. Memorial P.G. College, Barabanki (Uttar Pradesh) 

Democracy and sustainable development argue that democracy is the best platform for negotiations and deliberations to achieve sustainable development. Sustainable 
development is a concept that has been developed to fulfill the current needs without harming the future ability. This is a critical issue in the present time. Due to regular 
changes in climate, economics, culture and society, the world environment is getting affected severely. Therefore, all the countries of the world are giving their focus 
on sustainable development that prevents future adverse effects on the environment. So if the countries fail to maintain sustainability, it may destroy the future world. 
The sustainable development goals are also known as SDGs, which the United Nations adopted in 2015. This idea has been developed for protecting the planet, ending 
poverty and ensuring that people enjoy prosperity and peace by 2030.This paper notes that democracy enables the creations of a system for the acceptable distributions 
of resources and benefits, which contributes to sustainable development. This paper makes a broad as well as critical study of the relationship between democracy and 
sustainable development. India’s agenda “Vikshit Bharat” by 2047.The paper reveals that in a democratic environment these are better opportunities for economic, social 
and cultural growth compared to within an Authoritarian state. Democracy is also crucial for sustainable development in the long run. India as a democratic country 
has played an important role in the shaping of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The paper also examine the issues:- can democracy accelerate sustainability 
transformation ? Policy co-existence for Participatory co-existence. Government’s response to climate change:- Issues challenges and opportunities. So, far as my 
knowledge little work has been done on this subject at academic circle. An attempt has been made to fill this gap. The methodology is mainly descriptive and analytical 
in the context of historical. Sustainable development in the Indian context is becoming popular and India initiative have encouraged many other countries as well. India 
has always supported the idea of sustainable development by engaging various stakeholders.

Towards Sustainable Resource Management: Analysing the Role of Environmental Policies in Uttarakhand Ecosystem Preservation
Abhishek Benjwal, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, HNB Garhwal University, Srinagar Garhwal (Uttarakhand)

Prof. Himanshu Bourai, Department of Political Science, HNB Garhwal University, Srinagar Garhwal (Uttarakhand)

 All economies rely on the effective utilization of natural resources to promote prosperity while preserving the ability of ecosystems to maintain life. The 
idea of sustainable resource management has gained popularity in developing mountain economies like Uttarakhand in the past decade. There has been a sharp increase 
in maintaining the ecosystem’s health, preventing overexploitation and degradation, and supporting the survival of diverse plant. Democracy is the best platform for 
negotiations and deliberations to achieve sustainable development. Sustainable development is a concept that has been developed to fulfill the current needs without 
harming the future ability. This paper makes a broad as well as critical study of the relationship between democracy and sustainable development. India’s agenda “Viksit 
Bharat” by 2047.The paper reveals that in a democratic environment these are better opportunities for economic, social and cultural growth compared to within an 
Authoritarian state. Democracy is also crucial for sustainable development in the long run. India as a democratic country has played an important role in the shaping 
of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The paper also examine the issues:- can democracy accelerate sustainability transformation ? Policy co-existence for 
Participatory co-existence. Government’s response to climate change:- Issues challenges and opportunities. So, far as my knowledge little work has been done on this 
subject at academic circle. An attempt has been made to fill this gap. The methodology is mainly descriptive and analytical in the context of historical. Sustainable 
development in the Indian context is becoming popular and India initiative have encouraged many other countries as well. India has always supported the idea of 
sustainable development by engaging various stakeholders, animal species to promote stability and resilience. The paper outlines a broad picture of the development 
initiatives undertaken in the state for long-term economic and societal foundation by ensuring resource extraction, use, and disposal do not exceed the limits of the 
environment or human society. Robust economic policies can bring fair access to resources and benefits for all members of society, including marginalized communities, 
promoting social equity and justice. Sustainable resource management has gained popularity in the past decade due to the sharp increase in commodity prices, increased 
market power of suppliers, and competition for raw materials. This paper focuses on the vital role of environmental policies and initiatives in Uttarakhand to address 
various environmental challenges and promote sustainable development in the state. Persistent efforts are essential to effectively implement these policies and safeguard 
Uttarakhand’s natural heritage for future generations. 

Sustainable Development in India: Challenges, Opportunities and Policy Implications 
Bhupinder Singh, Assistant Professor and Head, Department of History, Sri Guru Gobind Singh College, Chandigarh

This research paper examines the current state of sustainable development in India, focusing on the challenges, opportunities, and policy implications. As one of the 
world’s fastest-growing economies, India faces complex and interconnected issues related to environmental degradation, social inequality, and economic growth. The 
paper employs a multidisciplinary approach, integrating perspectives from environmental science, economics, and social sciences to analyse the multifaceted nature 
of sustainable development. The first section of the paper looks into the environmental challenges confronting India, including air and water pollution, deforestation, 
and the impacts of climate change. It explores the consequences of these challenges on ecosystems, public health, and the overall well-being of the population. The 
second section assesses the social dimensions of sustainable development, examining issues such as poverty, gender inequality, and access to education and healthcare. 
Special attention is given to marginalized communities and their vulnerability to environmental and social changes. The paper also investigates the economic aspects of 
sustainable development in India, considering the balance between economic growth and environmental conservation. It explores the role of technology, innovation, and 
entrepreneurship in fostering sustainable practices within the Indian context. Furthermore, the study critically evaluates existing policy frameworks and their effectiveness 
in addressing the interconnected challenges of sustainability. In identifying opportunities for sustainable development, the research emphasizes the importance of 
inclusive and participatory approaches that involve all stakeholders, including government bodies, private enterprises, civil society, and local communities. The paper 
proposes a set of policy recommendations aimed at promoting sustainable practices across sectors, enhancing environmental conservation efforts, and fostering social 
inclusivity. Ultimately, this research contributes to the discourse on sustainable development in India by providing a comprehensive analysis of the current landscape, 
offering insights into potential solutions, and advocating for a holistic and integrated approach to address the country’s sustainability challenges. The findings aim to 
inform policymakers, researchers, and practitioners, guiding them toward effective strategies for achieving a more sustainable and equitable future for India.
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Navigating the Path to Carbon Neutrality: Strategies, Challenges, and Judicial Oversight for India by 2047
Himanshu Bourai, Professor, Hemvati Nandan Bahuguna Garhwal University, Srinagar (Uttarakhand) 

Dr. Lucy, Assistant Professor, Amity Institute of Public Policy Amity University, Noida (Uttar Pradesh)

Achieving carbon neutrality by 2047 presents a critical challenge and opportunity for India, necessitating a multi-faceted approach integrating renewable energy, 
technological innovation, and sustainable practices. This study examines the pathways to carbon neutrality, highlighting key strategies such as accelerating renewable 
energy adoption, enhancing energy efficiency, and promoting sustainable land use. It critically evaluates the effectiveness of these strategies, noting strengths in their 
comprehensive approach and alignment with global best practices. However, challenges such as implementation gaps, financial constraints, and social impacts present 
significant barriers. The research methodology includes secondary data analysis and a review of judicial involvement, focusing on landmark and recent cases that shape 
India’s environmental policy landscape. The involvement of the judiciary and institutions like the National Green Tribunal (NGT) underscores the legal frameworks 
supporting carbon neutrality efforts, enforcing compliance and guiding policy implementation. The findings suggest that while India’s strategies are well- conceived, 
successful achievement of carbon neutrality will require overcoming bureaucratic inefficiencies, securing necessary financial resources, and addressing socio-economic 
impacts to ensure an equitable transition. This research provides a nuanced understanding of India’s path towards a sustainable, low-carbon future and offers insights 
into the role of judicial and institutional frameworks in driving climate action.

SDG 2030 and Indo-Greek Co-operation: Evaluating India’s Climate Diplomacy in the 21st Century
Dr. Nabamita De Bhowmik, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Adamas University, Kolkata (West Bengal) 

It has been quite some decades since the topic of sustainable development has swept over the academic circles as well as the corridors of political power. The question of 
basic survival of the coming generations has shaken the high and mighty the world over, necessitating a shift in focus of policy makers from the clichéd vicissitudes of 
traditional security to those of unconventional security threats to mankind. In this regard, 2023 marked a significant year in the environmental history of the world with 
unprecedented occurrences of heatwaves, wildfires, floods and every other imaginable environmental hazard in conjunction with political crisis in both Europe and Asia. 
The blazing fires in the heart of north-eastern Greece can be cited in the light of being recorded as the single largest wildfire in Europe in decades. Moreover, studies 
by UN bodies like World Meteorological Organization have anticipated an adverse relation between climate change and socio-politico-economic developments for the 
Global South. Climate change has therefore, been found to spare none, irrespective of geographical location or economic position. The paper therefore, seeks to discuss 
the commitments of both India, as the spokesperson of the Global South and Greece, as an EU member, to combat climate change in keeping with the Goal 13 of UN 
Sustainable Development Goals and assess the subsequent exercise of India’s climate diplomacy as an important factor in the bilateral relation between India and Greece.

Politics of Plastic: A Legal Discourse on Plastic Usage and Regulation
Dr. Sharada Prasanna Rout, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Berhampur University, Bhanja Bihar, Ganjam (Odisha) 

Plastics have become an integral part of modern society, offering unparalleled convenience in various aspects of life. However, the environmental consequences of 
plastic usage have raised significant concerns, prompting the need for a comprehensive legal discourse on the politics surrounding plastics. This paper aims to explore the 
multifaceted aspects of plastic use, the legal framework governing it, and the environmental implications that necessitate regulatory interventions. primarily This paper 
seeks to critically analyze the politics of plastic through a legal lens, identifying the challenges and opportunities for regulatory frameworks to address environmental 
concerns associated with plastic use.

 India’s Net-Zero Targets: Accessing the Role of Solar Energy in its Renewable Energy Mix 
K Vinay Kumar, Assistant Professor, Political Science, Maharashtra National Law University, Aurangabad (Maharashtra) 

 India’s ambition to gradually lessen its fossil fuel dependency and to accelerate its non-fossil fuel installed capacity to 500 GWs by 2030, and to become net zero by 
2070 would not be possible without the development and deployment of the renewable energy resources. To boost its renewable energy sector, the Government of India 
has been initiating a series of policies and programmes encompassing Solar, Wind, Hydro and Bio-fuels to achieve the above-mentioned targets. India’s multi-layered 
approach to increase renewables in its energy mix and to reduce carbon emissions would be largely met through the wind and solar energy. However, considering the 
versatility and decentralized output of the solar energy, sizable contribution can be expected from the solar energy in its renewable energy mix. This paper would initially 
discuss about the role of renewables in India’s energy landscape. Further, it would be detailing the transformative steps, and the policies initiated by the Ministry of 
New and Renewable Energy to develop, deploy and generate solar energy in India. Finally, it would lay a stress on the reforms to be initiated as far as the solar energy 
policies are concerned to meet its net zero targets. 

The Role of India in Climate Change
Prof. Madhvi Shukla, Professor, Head of Department Political Science, SSSVS Govt. P.G College, Chunar, Mirzapur (Uttar Pradesh)

India’s role in addressing climate change is pivotal, given its unique position as a rapidly industrialising nation with a deep cultural reverence for nature. This paper 
explores India’s multifaceted approach to climate action, rooted in its rich cultural traditions and informed by its status as a global leader. India has actively participated 
in international climate agreements, notably the Paris Agreement, committing to significant reductions in carbon emissions and a substantial increase in renewable energy 
usage. Through initiatives like the International Solar Alliance, India has positioned itself at the forefront of global efforts to harness clean energy. However, the paper also 
delves into the inherent challenges India faces in balancing economic growth with environmental sustainability. The tension between industrialization and environmental 
conservation is a central theme, with the research highlighting the necessity of achieving sustainable development without compromising economic progress. The 
findings underscore India’s critical role in global climate strategies, emphasising that for any nation to lead on the world stage, it must prioritise environmental 
stewardship. This paper concludes by advocating for stronger global cooperation, with India as a key player, to ensure a sustainable future where economic growth and 
environmental health coexist.

Environmental Sanitation in Meghalaya under the Aegis of Swachh Bharat Mission (Gramin)
Shri Sambor Hynñiewta, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, North-Eastern Hill University, Shillong (Meghalaya)

Sanitation is one of basic determinants of quality of life and human development index. It is a basic need of all human beings and denying access to sanitation is denying 
basic human right. In India, the right to sanitation is derived from the constitutional right to life with dignity. It is also a part of the ‘Directive Principles of State Policy’ 
(DPSP) in Part IV of the Constitution under Article 47, which provides that it is a duty of the Government to raise the standard of living and also a part of Article 
48A that makes it a duty of the state to ‘protect and improve the environment’. Over the years, India took steps to improve access to safe sanitation and cleanliness by 
implementing various policies in the urban areas and programmes in the rural areas. With the milestone achievement of an Open Defecation Free India on 02.10.2019, the 
goal under Swachh Bharat Mission Gramin, SBM (G) Phase-II is to convert all ODF villages into ODF Plus villages, which adds a new dimension to the earlier sanitation 
paradigm with a steady shift from focussing on toilet construction to solid and liquid waste management. The paper highlights the impact of the sanitation interventions 
on the health and welfare of individuals and communities of East Khasi Hills District, Meghalaya by capturing their views, perceptions, and attitudes through semi-
structured interviews. It examines the role played by women in rural sanitation. And in line with achieving UN Sustainable Development Goal 6 by 2030, it analyses the 
relationship between Government’s policies and schemes on environmental sanitation with the need, choices, and priorities of the beneficiaries.

Energy Consumption Patterns: A Comparative Study of Rural and Urban Households in India
Adarsh Kumar Singh, Research Scholar, Energy Studies Programme, School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi

Atul Kumar, Professor, Energy Studies Programme, School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi

With a sustained economic growth and rapid migration to the cities, the country has been witnessing a significant rise in awareness level, health consciousness, 
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disposable income and standard living of the households. This has led to a shift in their consumption patterns, which in turn is leading to a consistent rise in energy 
consumption in the country. This paper studies the socio-economic drivers of the rising energy demand in the residential sector and its changing nature across the rural 
and urban households in the country. The income class wise ownership of major energy consuming appliances of more than 2 lakh households has been analysed in 
conjunction with their monthly expenditure from 2014 to 2024 for this study. The mobility of the households across different income groups and transition in their 
ownership of appliances has been treated as a proxy to elucidate upon the changing energy consumption patterns. The other socioeconomic drivers such as education 
level, occupation, gender and the expenditure patterns of the households have also been analysed. The distinction in the consumption and expenditure pattern of rural 
and urban households across different income groups is encouraged to be used for policy formulations and perspective planning.

Environmental Sustainability
Trishika Srivastava, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, University of Delhi, Delhi

Menstrual health and hygiene management in India is at a critical intersection of public health, environmental sustainability, and socio-economic dynamics. With an 
average woman using around 12,000-15,000 sanitary pads in her lifetime, the environmental burden of menstrual waste is alarming. Sanitary napkins, composed largely 
of non-biodegradable plastics and harmful chemicals, contribute to significant ecological damage through improper disposal methods, such as open burning, burial, and 
dumping in water bodies. This paper examines the unsustainable practices surrounding menstrual hygiene, revealing that over 12 billion pads are discarded annually 
in India, exacerbating pollution and soil degradation. Furthermore, the adverse health effects of conventional sanitary products, including increased risks of fungal 
infections and exposure to carcinogenic chemicals, underscore the need for alternative solutions. The study critiques the role of “Menstrual Capitalism,” where market 
forces perpetuate the use of disposable menstrual products through stigmatization and aggressive marketing, promoting them as the sole option for safe menstruation 
reinforcing a disposability culture. In analysing government initiatives, the paper highlights the strategic neglect of sustainable menstrual alternatives. Despite its 
potential to reduce environmental impact and enhance women’s health, they remain underpromoted in national and state policies.

 Environmental Sustainability in India: Progress so far, Challenges and Prospects
Gulista Ansari, Gulshani, Research Scholar, Hemwati Nandan Bahuguna Garhwal University, Srinagar, Garhwal (Uttarakhand)

The concept of sustainable development from 1980 to the present has evolved into definitions of the three pillars of sustainability (social, economic, and environmental). 
Environmental sustainability is correctly defined by focusing on its biogeophysical aspects. This means maintaining or improving the integrity of the Earth’s life-
supporting systems. This paper examines India’s environmental sustainability achievements. India also accelerates progress towards the Sustainable Development 
Goals despite global headwinds. The country’s overall SDG score is 71 for 2023-24, a significant improvement from 66 for 2020-21. Goal 13 (Climate Action) recodes 
the highest score increase from 54 in 2020-21 to 67 in 2023-24. Conversely, it scrutinizes the diverse obstacles encountered during the pursuit of the goal. The paper 
also observes some prospects towards environmental sustainability. For this, both primary and secondary data have been used, in which various government and 
intergovernmental environmental policies and reports were used for primary data. In addition, secondary data has been collected from various books, journals, authentic 
internet sources, and websites.

Environmental Degradation, Natural Disasters and Human Security Concern: A Study of Dhubri District, Assam
Md. Ahinur Islam, Ph.D. Scholar, Department of Political Science, North Eastern Hill University, Shillong (Meghalaya)

Environmental degradation is a burning problem that seriously challenges building a sustainable environment. Due to environmental degradation severe natural disasters 
like drought, landslides, forest fires, floods, and bank erosion problems have been witnessed frequently in India and Assam in particular. Assam is very prone to natural 
disasters like floods and riverbank erosion which pose a serious challenge to the livelihood of the people every year. The mighty rivers Brahmaputra and Barak and 
more than fifty of its tributaries create havoc situation in the state, especially in the monsoon season. The Assam State Disaster Management Authority identified some 
major flood and erosion-affected districts and Dhubri is one among them. Dhburi district is a peripheral district that is mostly affected by flood and erosion because of 
the Brahmaputra and its tributaries such as Gangadhar and Jinjiram. As per data from the Ministry of Jal Shakti, Dhubri district particularly its southern part already lost 
more than sixty percent of its inhabitants’ lands. People lose their land, paddy fields, become landless, and are sheltered in different places including the nearest state 
of Meghalaya. In the above backdrop, this paper will be an attempt to address the problem of environmental degradation and its impact on human security and also the 
initiative of the government to mitigate these issues.

 Implications of Climate Change-Induced Migration: A Case-Study of Indian Sunderbans
Akhilendra Kumar Singh, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Varanasi (Uttar Pradesh)

Since the Independence, with all ups -and downs India has managed to become self-sufficient in food grain production. Today large number of people are the beneficiaries 
of the Ration schemes of the Government of India. However, there are still some regions where people are left behind due to growing environmental issues in their 
regions. One such region is the Sunderbans Delta region. Natives of this region are confronting the risks to secure their livelihood on a daily basis in the form of ‘man-
tiger conflicts’ depicting the vulnerability of this region. The salinity in the water found in the region is not only hazardous for health but also depletes the quality of 
the soil. In the past 25 years, sea level rise at almost double the global average. Sea level rise, frequent cyclone eruptions are also very common in this region. Out of 
500 storms that occurred from 1901 to 2010, 73 were severe cyclones, such as Bhola (1970), Aila (2009) Bulbul (2019) Amphan (2020). This frequent occurrence of 
cyclones causes ingression of the high volume of saline water in the agrarian land making farming infeasible and consequent food & health insecurity in the region. This 
insufficiency of agricultural produce is ultimately leading to Climate Change-induced migration in the region is an issue of concern. This raises the question of whether 
migration is the only way to secure livelihood. What difficulty do they face when they leave their native place & move to another place? Do they get enough to feed their 
families when they move to other places? If not, what qualities they are lacking? How the food and health security of these people can be secured? Hence, this article 
deals with the issues and challenges of the youth in the Indian Sunderbans region.

 An Analytical Study On How Advancement In Lifestyle Techonology Is Hurting Sustainable Development.
Anuj Prajapati, Research Scholar, University of Lucknow, Lucknow (Uttar Pradesh)

Modern lifestyle is characterised by an increasing reliance on technology. The technological innovation and advancement particularly in last five decades have completely 
revolutionised the ways we are living, communicating, commuting, and recreationing. while these advancement enhances the ease of living, efficiency and promotes 
well-being, they are also hurting sustainable development due to their power to elevate resource extraction process, increased energy demand associated with their 
production, operation and disposal, substantial waste generation particularly in electronic items and overconsumptions, increasing the overall carbon footprint. If we just 
carefully analyse the technology we are dependent on or using in our daily life we can get a nuance of how it is increasingly threatening sustainable development. For this 
study These technologies can be categorised into tech aiding in accessing necessities and tech adding to the luxury. This paper critically examine how the technological 
advancement especially in four important aspect of our daily life are detrimental to sustainable development. First, the technologies designed to enhancing ease in 
daily life such as smart home devices,wearable technology, online shopping, artificial intelligence etc. Second, communicating technologies such as smartphones and 
constant demand for new features and functionalities, Internet, 5G, social media etc. Third, changes in commuting pattern like increasing trend of using private taxis Ola, 
Uber over public transport etc. and Fourth, technologies sweeping the entertainment sector such as virtual and online games, short videos etc. the paper concludes with 
highlighting the need for a comprehensive approach that prioritizes environmental responsibility, circular product design, and consumer education to mitigate adverse 
impacts of technological progress on sustainable development.

 India’s Green Mobility Diplomacy Efforts towards Faster Adaptation of Alternate Fuels for Green Mobility
Avinash Anand, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi (Uttar Pradesh)

Today climate change is a major global issue though it can’t be addressed alone by only single. Nation Collective effort is the need of the hour. Major contributor towards 
climate damage is the emissions from the burning of the fossil fuels. As any other developing nation India’s major source of the energy comes from the fossil fuels major 



91 Viksit Bharat @ 2047

part of which is imported from the gulf countries and others. In order to reduce the dependency on the imports and the polluting fossil fuels we need to focus on the 
adaptation of the policies to develop the production and distribution of the clean alternate fuels within the nation such as solar energy, nuclear energy, natural gas and 
hydrogen fuel etc. alternate clean energy will be the major element for India if it wants to catch up to the race of developed nation by 2047.major part of the atmospheric 
pollution is due to the emission from the vehicles which is dominated by the petrol and diesel based ICE vehicles with in the country and to suggest the policies to do so 
with in the given time frame. The objective of this research article will be focus on the required foreign policy to achieve green mobility diplomacy in order to meet the 
goal of faster adoption of the alternate fuels for mobility before 2047.

 India’s Climate Odyssey: Assessing the Feasibility and Efficacy of its Paris Commitments
Ms Chhavi Saini, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science & International Relations, IIS (deemed to be University), Jaipur (Raj)

This paper analyses the effectiveness and feasibility of India’s Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) under the Paris Agreement, focusing on the country’s 
constructive approach to mitigating and adapting to the effects of climate change. The study takes a multidimensional approach to assess India’s climate change policies, 
combining quantitative analysis with qualitative findings. It reviews progress towards NDC targets and examines the effects of specific policies in sectors such as renewable 
energy, agriculture, water resource management, and urban planning. The achievements of India’s renewable energy revolution, energy efficiency programmes, and 
afforestation strategies are highlighted. However, the study also identifies obstacles in finance, technology, and societal aspects, emphasizing the importance of holistic 
solutions. Recognizing India’s global significance, the study emphasizes the importance of international collaborations and strong public engagement as critical variables 
in the success of the country’s climate policies. In conclusion, this study thoroughly explores each aspect of India’s climate commitments, providing a comprehensive 
understanding of the effectiveness and feasibility of its Paris pledges.

Climate Change and Food Security: Achieving a Sustainable World
Jagriti Pandit,, Assistant Professor, Miranda House, Delhi

Sustainability is considered to be a prerequisite condition for the survival of life on Earth. Given that the ‘environment’ that is responsible for the survival of humans, 
plant and animal species holds the most prominent position in the existence of the natural world. Today, when this natural world faces the extremities of climate change, 
it not only impacts plants and animals but it threatens the existence of the human race itself. Environmental degradation and climate change are threatening our food 
system. The crisis of food is not only economic but the issue of food security is also due to our negligence towards the environment. This paper will focus on the issue of 
food security and the impact of environmental degradation on food availability due to climate change. It will discuss the importance of sustainable agricultural practices 
and community participation at the local level to address the issue of food security and hunger in India. 

Sustaining Nature: The Gaddi Tribe’s Role in Environmental Conservation 
Kirti Bhatia, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Panjab University, Chandigarh

Environmental sustainability affects even the most distant villages worldwide, making it a crucial issue. This paper studies the relationship between ecological 
sustainability and the customs of the Gaddi tribe, an Indian pastoral community in Himachal Pradesh. The lifestyle of the Gaddi tribe, which is intricately entwined with 
the environment, provides special insights into sustainable methods based on traditional wisdom. This study looks at the ways that the traditional Pastoralism, migration 
patterns, and land usage of the Gaddi community support environmental preservation. It also looks into the difficulties they confront as a result of modernization, climate 
change, and changes that jeopardize their sustainable methods. 

India’s Climate Action Plan and Its Role in Environmental Sustainability
Mr.Lokesh Babulal Tayade, Department of Political Science, Moolji Jaitha College (Autonomous), Jalagon (Maharashtra)

India’s Climate Action Plan is a crucial element of the country’s strategy to tackle the global climate crisis while striking a balance between rapid economic development 
and environmental sustainability. This paper examines the effectiveness of India’s Climate Action Plan in promoting environmental sustainability, particularly in the 
context of the country’s commitments under the Paris Agreement and its contribution to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The study hypothesizes that the 
Indian Climate Action Plan plays an important role in reducing greenhouse gas emissions, increasing renewable energy capacity, and implementing climate adaptation 
measures. To investigate this hypothesis, the study uses a mixed-methods approach that includes qualitative analysis of policy documents and international agreements 
as well as quantitative data from environmental impact assessments and emissions statistics. Primary sources include reports from the Ministry of Environment, 
Forest and Climate Change, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), and the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). 
Secondary sources include academic articles, books, and case studies related to India’s climate policies and sustainability efforts. The aim of this study is to provide 
a critical assessment of India’s Climate Action Plan and highlight both its achievements and areas for improvement, thereby contributing to the broader discourse on 
environmental sustainability in developing countries.

Evolution of India’s Transportation Policy: Advancing towards Sustainable Mobility 
Namrata, PhD Student, Energy Studies Programme, School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi

Prof. Atul Kumar, Professor, Department: Energy Studies Programme, School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi 

India’s transportation sector stands as an energy and greenhouse gas emissions-intensive segment of the economy, responsible for approximately 18% of the nation’s 
total energy consumption and 14% of its total greenhouse gas emissions. This sector is intricately linked to urbanization, exerting significant influence on key socio-
economic parameters. While evaluating transportation’s future from an energy and climate perspective is important, the incorporation of socio-economic parameters in 
these analyses becomes essential for capturing the true essence of sustainability in the sector. This paper is aimed at examining the existing transportation policies in 
India while studying the policy targets and the population they affect from an urban-political ecology lens that can help us navigate the evolution of this sector over the 
years. The assessment of these policies over the years combined with inclusion and impact on different strata of the society has been done using the existing literature 
in the domain. This analysis will facilitate in identifying strategy options and provide essential insights for the formulation of future policies within the sector. This will 
enhance the effectiveness of implementation and the precision of targeted interventions, contributing to more inclusive growth in the transportation sector.

Silent Casualty of War: Unveiling the Environmental Costs of Armed Conflict
Kriti Tiwari, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, D.S.B Campus, Kumaun University, Nainital (Uttrakhand)

Prof. Neeta Bora Sharma, Professor, Department of Political Science, D.S.B Campus, Kumaun University, Nainital (Uttrakhand)

The repercussions of war are far- reaching and multifaceted ranging from human rights violation to political instability and economic disruption to social fragmentation. 
However, the environmental impact of war is a critical yet often overlooked consequence of armed conflict. The research examines the ways in which war wars 
contribute to environmental degradation in form of deforestation, soil degradation, water contamination and loss of biodiversity. The discourse on war has traditionally 
been predominated by the discussion on the violation of human rights. In this study an effort has been made to shed light on the right to a clean, healthy and sustainable 
environment as a crucial human right in the event of an armed conflict. The research highlights both direct impacts, such as the destruction of ecosystems from bombing 
and chemical warfare, and the indirect consequences, such as the displacement of populations and the subsequent strain on natural resources. Through a review of 
contemporary and historical case studies, the research highlights the long-term ecological effects and the challenges of environmental restoration in post-war settings. 
This paper concludes by proposing strategies for strengthening global governance mechanisms to ensure that environment doesn’t remain the silent victim of the 
aftermath of war.

Nature, a Social Category: Integrating Environmentalism and Social Justice. 
Parnika Punam, Ph.D. candidate at the Centre for Political Studies, School of Social Sciences, Jawaharlal Nehru University, Delhi



92 Viksit Bharat @ 2047

For centuries, the hegemony of Western thought has governed what constitutes epistemic and ontological norms. This came with the universal claim of a strict divide 
between nature and culture. However, the ecological, moral, political, and environmental crises have led to further reflection on what it is that should be determining 
of, the politics of being. Nature is not just a mere resource, or a tool for man. The tribes in India exist in an intimate, spiritual, and culturized relationship with nature. 
This paper in trying to reinstate, in other words, putting in place, the forest-dwelling tribes in India in their dependent landscapes will try to understand environmental 
and transgenerational justice. For the indigenous people, their bond with Mother Earth has many deep-seated implications, for them land is not just a commodity to be 
acquired, it is the basis of their existence and their customs, traditions, and culture. The study aims to focus on the alternative possibilities of being and thus a different 
ontological relationship of the human to the non-human, these are what constitute a landscape and nature as culture takes form.

Environmental Sustainable Development Goals through Afforestation Scheme In Tamil Nadu: An Overview
Anupriya.M, Ph.D. Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, School of Social Sciences, Madurai Kamaraj University, Madurai (Tamil Nadu) 

Prof. D.Ramakrishnan, Head and Chairperson, Department of Political Science, Madurai Kamaraj University, Madurai (Tamil Nadu)

The concept of sustainable development first emerged in the context of environmental concerns in the World Charter for Nature in 1982 and was detailed in “Our 
Common Future” in 1987. The concept of sustainable development created by the Brundtland Report is defined as a development that meets the demands of the present 
without compromising future generations to meet their own needs. The need behind sustainability is to improve quality of human life, protection of eco system and 
preservation of natural resources for the future generation. Water conservation, the use of renewable energy, encouragement of ecologically friendly transportation, and 
improvements in green building and architecture are just a few of the variables that impact environmental sustainability. India in general and Tamil Nadu in particular 
has repeatedly demonstrated its dedication to environmental protection, climate change mitigation and a concentration on renewable energy to decarbonize its economy. 
Various departments involved in achieving this targets are like the State Planning Commission, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Department of Environment and 
Forest, Department of Rural Development, Department of Agriculture, etc. The government is encouraging policymakers and business executives to invest in least-cost 
energy solutions, secure and resilient energy systems, efficiency and competitiveness, and social and environmental equity to drive short-term recovery and long-term 
resilience for India’s better, greener future. This research paper gives an insightful analysis of environmental Sustainable Development Goals spelled out by Tamil 
Nadu. Furthermore, this research paper emphasizes the significance of sustainability in terms of waste management, green cover, technology adoption and financial 
requirements.

Green Politics Implementation for Environmental Sustainability 
Swati Upadhyay, Research Scholar, S.S.J.U, Almora (Uttarakhand)

India is at a turning point in its history where green politics can help advance sustainability in the face of growing environmental difficulties. In order to propel India’s 
transition towards a more sustainable future. India’s Viksit Bharat 2047 vision is to transform India into a developed nation by 2047. Viksit Bharat 2047 vision needs 
Transforming India’s environmental sustainability through Green politics. Green politics examines how creative political tactics and laws might be used. This research 
paper will look at the influence of grassroots movements, the incorporation of environmentally friendly practices into policy-making, and the effect of legislative reforms 
on environmental preservation. It provides tactics for promoting a greener political agenda to address climate change, resource depletion, and ecological degradation in 
India. The goal is to establish a cooperative framework that ensures long-term ecological balance and resilience by coordinating political activity with environmental 
stewardship. The paper highlights the importance of green policy and also discusses the potential benefits of green politics. The paper concludes by highlighting 
the government must embrace green policies to effectively tackle the environmental crises. The article argues that implementing green policies can help achieve 
environmental sustainability and foster social justice and economic prosperity at the same time.

Corporate Social Responsibility and Sustainable Development Goals: A Path towards Viksit Bharat @2047
Vinod Singh Kushwaha, PhD Research Scholar, School of Social Sciences, IGNOU, New Delhi 

Smriti Shukla, PhD Research Scholar, Department of African Studies, University of Delhi, New Delhi

The famous American economist and Nobel laureate (1976) Milton Friedman said, “The business of business is business.” It outlines what most businesses have merely 
focused on for decades. When we analyze the evolution of businesses throughout the globe, we understand that profit-making has always been one of the main agendas of 
any business enterprise by compromising social and environmental needs. As India strives to achieve ‘Viksit Bharat @2047’, the role of Corporate Social Responsibility 
(CSR) in realizing Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) becomes crucial. This paper explores the intersection of CSR and SDGs, highlighting the potential of 
collaborative efforts between businesses, governments, and civil society to drive sustainable development to pay back to society, and also suggests some measures that 
need to be taken to ensure it as a boon for sustainability, environment, and socio-economic justice. We examine the current state of CSR in India, its alignment with 
SDGs, and the challenges and opportunities that lie ahead. Through case studies and expert insights, we demonstrate how CSR initiatives can contribute to achieving 
SDGs, particularly in areas like education, healthcare, and environmental sustainability. Our research emphasizes the need for a strategic and integrated approach to CSR, 
leveraging technology, innovation, and partnerships to maximize impact. By embracing CSR as a key driver of sustainable development, India can accelerate progress 
towards ‘Viksit Bharat @2047’, ensuring a prosperous, equitable, and environmentally conscious future for all.

Environmentally Sustainable Development through MGNREGA in Pynursla Community and Rural Development Block, Meghalaya 
Vorrozislov Sohkhlet, Ph.D. Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, North Eastern Hills University, Shillong (Meghalaya)

The Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) aims to fight against the scourge of poverty and to generate employment for every 
marginalized household in our country. Naturally, this scheme offered social protection and security to the rural people and also had a great impact to the environmental 
issues pertaining to the implementation of this scheme on the spot. This paper attempts on the basis of MGNREGA works to generate environmental benefits in 
Meghalaya, particularly in Pynursla C&RD Block under the East Khasi Hills District. The overarching of this study is to evaluate the performance of the MGNREGA 
scheme for upgrading the environmental benefits to those areas affected by this scheme through a wide range of works activities related to water harvesting, Rural 
Connectivity, Irrigation, Flood control and Protection works, Rural sanitation and others works and aid the workers in moving from wage employment to sustainable 
employment in the study area. 

Bihar Political Culture and Environmental Sustainability
Aaditya Kumar, Research scholar, Jai Prakash University, Chapra (Bihar)

In Bihar political culture, we have seen that, Casteism, religion, nepotism are main factor. But, from ancient time, we saw that, In Bihar political culture have a tradition 
of nature worship and there are various type of god present in our religion which have relation with nature and environment. In recent time, there are various type of 
environmental destruction become present in in various part of state and country. Global warming, pollution, natural destruction and various type of calamities increases 
day by day. There are no green policy in political agenda of any political parties. The people of Bihar state is victim of this environmental calamities, but in Bihar political 
culture, there is not inclusion of subject of environmental sustainability in political agenda of any political parties. It is a time to save our environment for save the life 
of our next generation. For environmental sustainability, we must adopt green policy and include environment factor in political agenda.

An Assessment of Technology-Enhanced Learning for Sustainable Development
Ankesh Shubham Pandey, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Iswar Saran PG College, Prayagraj (Uttar Pradesh)

In the quest for sustainable development, education plays a pivotal role in fostering awareness, knowledge, and action. Technology-enhanced learning (TEL) has emerged 
as a powerful tool for advancing education on sustainability issues, enabling broader access, personalized learning experiences, and innovative approaches to tackling 
global challenges. This research paper explores the role of TEL in promoting sustainable development by analysing its effectiveness in various educational contexts, 
including formal education, vocational training, and community outreach programs. Through case studies and a review of existing literature, the paper examines how 
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digital platforms, online courses, and educational technologies are utilized to impart sustainability literacy, encourage sustainable behaviours, and bridge gaps in 
education access, particularly in underserved regions. The findings highlight the potential of TEL to democratize sustainability education, enhance learner engagement, 
and foster the development of skills essential for achieving the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Additionally, the paper discusses the challenges 
of digital inequality and the need for inclusive strategies to ensure that technology-enhanced education contributes meaningfully to sustainable development. By 
integrating TEL into educational frameworks, this research advocates for a transformative approach to learning that equips individuals and communities with the 
knowledge and tools necessary for a sustainable future.

Critical Reflections on Various Perspectives on Tehri Dam and Naini Lake Environmental Movements in Uttarakhand
Prof. Himanshu Bourai, Dean & Professor, Department of Political Science, HNB Garhwal University, Srinagar (Uttarakhand)

Miss Ayushi Thalwal, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, HNB Garhwal University, Srinagar Uttarakhand

The environmental movements surrounding the Tehri Dam and Naini Lake in Uttarakhand are often viewed primarily as ecological efforts, where communities protested 
to protect the deteriorating environment. The prolonged opposition to the construction of the Tehri Dam and the sporadic protests to preserve the Naini Lake ecology are 
typically portrayed as purely environmental causes. However, this narrative does not fully account for the complexities behind the rise and fall of these movements. This 
paper critically examines the existing literature on the Tehri Dam and Naini Lake environmental movements, arguing that, beyond ecological concerns, other motivations 
significantly influenced people’s participation. These additional factors offer a more nuanced understanding of the dynamics behind these movements.

Rethinking Poverty: Aligning Local Solutions with Global SDG Targets
Dr. Nemi Chand Goliaya, Associate Professor in Public Administration, Post Graduate Government College for Girls, Chandigarh

There are many form of human deprivation which collectively leads to poverty. In contemporary time inclusive growth and equitable development needs to be achieved 
to reduce poverty and other disparities. World poverty is one of the most pressing problems faced by present world. Despite global efforts to eradicate poverty, challenges 
persist due to the diverse socio-economic contexts and unique local needs that are often overlooked in broad, one-size-fits-all approaches. Now time has come that policy 
maker to reassess and improve on the existing policies of poverty reduction considering ecological context as suggested by F.W. Riggs. This research paper explores 
the critical need to rethink poverty alleviation strategies by aligning local solutions with the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Present research 
emphasizes the importance of integrating local knowledge, cultural practices, and community-driven initiatives with global SDG targets to create more effective and 
sustainable outcomes to reduce poverty. Considering and analysing case studies from various regions, the research paper highlights how localized knowledge and 
approaches, when aligned with the global SDG framework, can lead to more meaningful and long-lasting poverty eradication solutions. The research paper advocates 
for a synergistic model where global targets provide a guiding framework, while local solutions drive implementation, ensuring that efforts have both globally relevancy 
and locally resonant. Such approach not only addresses the immediate needs of communities but also contributes to the broader goal of eradicating poverty in all its 
forms by 2030.

Climate Change and Relevance of Sustainable Development while Envisioning Viksit Bharat 
Himanshu Punetha, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, SSJ University, Almora (Uttarakhand)

Dr. Dheeraj Khati Singh, Assistant Professor, Government PG College, Berinag, Pithoragarh (Uttarakhand)

Humans are developing more comfortable and inclusive lifestyle with tremendous speed right after the industrial revoluHumans are developing more comfortable and 
inclusive lifestyle with tremendous speed right after the industrial revolution. In recent decades, the advancement in science and technology revealed the truth that 
human beings are oblivious to the climate change, and environmental catastrophe caused by unplanned and relentless developmental activities. That also impact whole 
economy along with societal challenges, particularly for deprived and middle class. A new approach of “sustainable development” has been identified as the solution for 
ensuring environmental sustainability in coherence with developmental activities. Developing Bharat with cultural, societal and geographical diversity also has similar 
challenges. It is emerging by enhancing the lifestyle of the poor by successfully providing the basic amenities and now Stariving for greater potential. With ample 
amounts of possibilities, resources, and demographic dividend country has to look after the emerging challenges of climate change and its impacts with any roadmap. 
More importantly, the hidden dimensions of climate change are to be identified and introduced to all stakeholders aspiring for Viksit Bharat. The researcher will identify 
and synthesise the challenges by the climate change initiatives taken at different levels by various stakeholders and possible future prospects for aspiring Bharat.

Environmental Awareness in Indian Culture
Kirti Sharma, Assistant professor, Department of Education, Nari Shiksha Niketan PG College, Lucknow (Uttar Pradesh)

The Environment Protection Act, 1986 defined the Environment as, “Environment includes water, air and land and inter relationship which exists among and between 
water, air and land and human being, other living creatures, plants, microorganisms and property.” Accordingly, environment consists of two components namely Biotic 
(living organism) and Abiotic (non-living substances) factors. According to Upnishads, the universe consists of five basic elements: 1. Earth (Bhumi), 2. Water (Jal), 
3. Light (Prakash), 4. Air (Vayu) and 5. Ether (Aakash). Environment plays a very significant role in human civilization. Human beings have close relations with the 
biosphere in which they live. The whole environment and ecology consisting of earth, air, water, plants and animals provide the necessary and sufficient conditions for 
sustaining human life. This abstract explores the study of environmental awareness in Indian culture, tracing its roots from the Vedic period to the present era. It delves 
into how ancient Vedic texts emphasized harmony with nature and sustainable living practices. The study also examines the impact of cultural shifts, technological 
advancements, and globalization on contemporary environmental consciousness by analysing the interplay between tradition and modernity, to provide insights into the 
dynamic relationship between Indian culture and environmental awareness over time.

 Climate Change and Gender Inequality: Need for Gender Mainstreaming in Climate Policies
Niyati Rawat, Research scholar, Department of Political Science, DSB Campus, Kumaun University, Nainital (Uttrakhand)

Prof. Divya U. Joshi, Director In-Charge, MMC-TTP, Kumarun University, Nainital (Uttarakhand)

In the 21st century, climate change and gender inequality represent two of humanity’s most critical challenges. Anthropocentric activities have increased the frequency 
and intensity of extreme weather events. Subsequently, there is a growing recognition of the intersection between climate change and gender. There is a necessity to 
incorporate gender perspectives in climate policies and practices. Firstly, this paper examine show climate change disproportionately impacts women pushing them 
to further marginalisation and vulnerability. Then, the study proceeds to explore the need for gender mainstreaming in climate policies in India. The study probes 
how gender mainstreaming ensures that the different impacts of climate change on men and women are acknowledged and addressed, promoting equitable mitigation 
strategies. This paper focuses on how gender-sensitive approaches in climate adaptation can enhance resilience and effectiveness. The study draws on feminist ecological 
theories and gender analysis frameworks to propose policy recommendations aimed at integrating gender considerations into India’s climate governance. 

Land Rights Agitation in Uttarakhand: Analysing Environmental Policies and Socio-economic Implications
 Abhishek Benjwal, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, HNB Garhwal University, Srinagar Garhwal (Uttarakhand)

Protests or movements that address questions of land ownership, distribution, or use are commonly referred to as land rights agitation. Generally speaking, environmental 
land rights activism aims to advance communities’ rights to sustainable land and resource management, healthy living conditions, and involvement in decision-making 
processes that impact their daily lives. Its foundations lie in the ideas of human rights, environmental justice, and solidarity with disadvantaged and vulnerable groups. 
Advocacy campaigns, grassroots organization, legal challenges, and nonviolent protests are some of the ways that land rights agitation can manifest itself. The 
socioeconomic and political history of Uttarakhand is intricately linked to the state’s land agitation history, encompassing matters concerning land tenure, agricultural 
practices, forest rights, and development strategies. Agrarian societies have long existed in Uttarakhand, formerly known as the Garhwal and Kumaon regions. These 
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groups engage in subsistence farming, pastoralism, and customary land use. Feudal systems, zamindari estates, and customary land tenure arrangements shaped 
patterns of landownership and frequently disadvantaged small-scale farmers and landless laborers. By striking a balance between social fairness, economic growth, and 
environmental conservation, environmental policies are essential to reaching sustainable development goals. The paper tries to examine how the well-designed policies 
can support resilient, inclusive, and successful societies that flourish within planetary boundaries by promoting synergies between environmental and socio-economic 
objectives.

Environmental Sustainability and Para-Medical Services in West Bengal
Prof. Soma Bhowmick, Koushik Ray, William Carey University, Shillong (Meghalaya)

Sri Koushik Ray, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, William Carey University, Shillong (Meghalaya)

Environmental sustainability is essential particularly in paramedical services, which are critical in maintaining public health and ensuring effective healthcare delivery. 
This study explores the intersection of environmental sustainability and paramedical services, highlighting how sustainable practices can be integrated into the day-
to-day operations of paramedical and how this contributes towards Viksit Bharat@2047. This paper underscores the significance of a holistic approach to healthcare 
through services based on available literature and secondary data. This paper is divided into four parts. The introduction is the first part that deals with environmental 
sustainability and its implications for paramedical services. Environmental sustainability is crucial for Viksit Bharat and also to the global environment, as discussed in 
the second part of the paper. The third part of the paper provides a state-specific perspective and a view of the current environmental sustainability issues of para-medical 
services with specific examples in the districts of West Bengal. The fourth part of the paper suggests integrating the study and suggests a way forward while realising 
the goal of Viksit Bharat @ 2047

On the Banks of Rivers: Potential Sustainable Tourism in Kerala
Dr. Anitha Isac, Research Scholar, Mahatma Gandhi University, Kottayam (Kerala)

Tourism is on a developmental trajectory in Kerala, offering potential for growth while ensuring ecological conservation to protect the biosphere. This approach also 
supports the livelihood activities of local communities who could depend on riverbanks as sites with tourism potential, through which ecological concerns can be 
addressed. River-based tourism is a multi-faceted activity encompassing economic, social, cultural, and environmental inputs, intersecting with other conventional 
sectors of the economy. Tourism generates job opportunities for a wide range of job seekers, from the unskilled to specialized sectors, even in remote parts of Kerala. 
The primary objective of this study is to identify the supporting and opposing factors influencing the ecological restoration of rivers in Kerala and to explore the 
potential for tourism development. Additionally, the study aims to locate the micro-level livelihood strategies of people dependent on river bases and backwaters and 
to explore a possible model for ecology-development interfaces that protect nature from pollution and negative externalities. The methodology employed in this study 
is both quantitative and qualitative, incorporating empirical details and methods for detailed analysis. This paper provides an overview of the development of river-
based tourism, which is expected to increase tourist inflow and improve the standard of living in villages, thereby creating economically and ecologically sustainable 
communities across the state. The central research question is: How does ecological sustainability lead to economic livelihoods, and how do these inter-linkages mutually 
support each other in enhancing people’s economic lives while protecting the ecology and environment? The outcome of the study aims to help the state understand the 
complexities of social relations involved in river conservation and to make riverbank sites of production conducive to tourism potential.

Environmental Sustainable Development Goals through Afforestation Scheme in Tamil Nadu: An Overview
Anupriya. M, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, School of Social Sciences, Madurai Kamaraj University, Madurai (Tamil Nadu) 

Prof. D.Ramakrishnan, Head and Chairperson, Department of Political Science, Madurai Kamaraj University, Madurai (Tamil Nadu)

The concept of sustainable development first emerged in the context of environmental concerns in the World Charter for Nature in 1982 and was detailed in “Our 
Common Future” in 1987. The concept of sustainable development created by the Brundtland Report is defined as a development that meets the demands of the present 
without compromising future generations to meet their own needs. The need behind sustainability is to improve quality of human life, protection of eco system and 
preservation of natural resources for the future generation. Water conservation, the use of renewable energy, encouragement of ecologically friendly transportation, and 
improvements in green building and architecture are just a few of the variables that impact environmental sustainability. India in general and Tamil Nadu in particular 
has repeatedly demonstrated its dedication to environmental protection, climate change mitigation and a concentration on renewable energy to decarbonize its economy. 
Various departments involved in achieving this targets are like the State Planning Commission, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Department of Environment and 
Forest, Department of Rural Development, Department of Agriculture, etc. The government is encouraging policymakers and business executives to invest in least-cost 
energy solutions, secure and resilient energy systems, efficiency and competitiveness, and social and environmental equity to drive short-term recovery and long-term 
resilience for India’s better, greener future. This research paper gives an insightful analysis of environmental Sustainable Development Goals spelled out by Tamil 
Nadu. Furthermore, this research paper emphasizes the significance of sustainability in terms of waste management, green cover, technology adoption and financial 
requirements.

City’s Sustainability and the Smart City Mission of India: A Study in Guwahati City of India.
Bitupan Doley, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Gauhati University, Guwahati (Assam)

Jayanta Krishna Sarmah, Professor and Head, Department of Political Science, Gauhati University, Guwahati (Assam)

According to United Nations, much of rapid urbanization has been taking place in Asian and African regions. Guwahati (M) city of North East India is not exception 
to it. Urbanization in Guwahati has brought out various challenges like urban sprawl, pollution and environmental degradation etc. which posed a serious threat to the 
sustainability of city. Nevertheless, city is not well prepared for the rapid growth of urbanization. The basic human rights and public services such as housing, water 
supply, health care, and land shortages are being questioned and challenged. Achieving sustainability of city has become a facilitator for achieving global sustainable 
development goals (SDGs). The smart city mission of India is one of the flagship missions of Government of India and Guwahati is chosen as one of the first 20 smart 
cities in the country to transform Guwahati into more liveable, sustainable and inclusive. But Guwahati is categorised as ‘worst performing’ in the implementation of 
smart city mission till December 2023. In this context, this study aims to assess the possibility and challenges of smart city mission in achieving the SDG particularly 
SDG 11. 

Development Dilemmas: Urbanization and Environmental Sustainability in Uttarakhand
Dr. Rukmani, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Sharda University, Greater Noida (Uttar Pradesh)

Urbanization in Uttarakhand has rapidly accelerated in recent years, driven by migration, tourism, and infrastructural development. While this urban growth is crucial for 
the state’s economic development and infrastructure modernization, it poses significant challenges to environmental sustainability. Uttarakhand’s unique geographical 
and ecological characteristics make it particularly vulnerable to the adverse impacts of unplanned urban expansion, including deforestation, loss of biodiversity, 
soil erosion, and increased susceptibility to natural disasters such as landslides and floods. This paper explores the complex dynamics between urbanization and 
environmental sustainability in Uttarakhand, focusing on the dilemmas faced by policymakers and planners in balancing economic growth with ecological preservation. 
Using a combination of quantitative data analysis and qualitative case studies, the study examines the effects of urban sprawl in key urban centers, including Dehradun, 
Haridwar, and Nainital. The paper highlights the strain that urbanization has placed on Uttarakhand’s natural resources, particularly water. These environmental impacts 
are further exacerbated by the state’s vulnerability to natural disasters, which are often intensified by unregulated construction and deforestation. The 2013 Kedarnath 
floods, one of the most devastating disasters in Uttarakhand’s history, are a stark reminder of the potential consequences of unsustainable development practices.

Environmental Sustainability and MGNREGA: A Study of Malda District of West Bengal
Mr. Chandan Roy, Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, Malda College, Malda (West Bengal)
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This study investigates the impact of the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) on environmental sustainability in the Malda 
district of West Bengal. MGNREGA, designed to provide rural employment, has significant potential to enhance environmental sustainability through activities like 
water conservation, afforestation, and land development. This research aims to assess how MGNREGA projects contribute to sustainable environmental practices and 
their effectiveness in promoting ecological balance in Malda. The study employs both qualitative and quantitative methods, including field surveys, interviews with 
beneficiaries, and analysis of project reports. Findings indicate that MGNREGA has positively influenced environmental sustainability by improving soil quality, increasing 
water availability, Renovating old water bodies, constructing check dams and enhancing social forestry. However, challenges such as inadequate implementation, lack of 
awareness, and limited community participation hinder optimal outcomes. This research underscores the importance of integrating environmental objectives with rural 
employment schemes and suggests policy recommendations for enhancing the environmental benefits of MGNREGA.

Traditional Practices of Goan Community for Sustainable Futures
Dr Seema P. Salgaonkar, Prof & HOD, Department of Political Science, Government College, Khandola, Marcela (Goa)

Dr Pradeep B. Salgaonkar, Founding Director, SALDOTS Academy (Goa)

Goa has witnessed development accompany deforestation, mineral extraction, building of huge projects, modern infrastructures etc. Such development often fails to 
include the genuine participation by local communities in decision- making processes at all levels. From time immemorable, indigenous people of Goa have significantly 
contributed towards environment sustainability. Their accumulated valuable traditional knowledge of plants, animals, micro-organisms, ecosystem management etc. 
plays an important role in conserving biodiversity. This paper will focus on understanding the traditional practices adopted by people of Goa for conserving the bio-
diversity and promoting sustainability for all these years. Their contribution towards creating and nurturing various practices in farming, food habits, medicine, health 
care, religion, culture, folklore, customs etc. have tremendously benefitted in environmental sustainability. Capturing these practices and focusing on how they help in 
conservation and maintenance of resources will form an important component of this study. The indigenous knowledge about nature and sustainable practices, can be an 
important tool to protect the environment and to enhance resilience, ensure safe environments, achieve food security and enhance spiritual well-being. The study will be 
exploratory in nature involving cases from different villages of Goa. Data will be collected through Focus Group Discussion method and through in-depth interviews. 
Observation technique will also be used for data collection.

A Paradox of Development and Environment: Issues and Challenges
Dr. Mini Pathak Dogra, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Himachal Pradesh University, Shimla (Himachal Pradesh) 

Environment is the natural setting essential for the survival of the living beings without environment, whether biotic or a biotic no living being can survive. This in 
itself proves the fact that it is essential for living world to protect the environment. But one cannot negate that as the human advanced especially rationally and proved 
its superiority rather mastery over the natural environment it also started it’s depreciation. Human started controlling the environment and using it for making life more 
comfortable but not without repercussion. This culminated into a kind of paradox where ‘development’ came face to face with ‘environment’ and the choice in present 
times is hard to make. If we support present model of development we mainly damage natural settings whereas on the other hand if we protect environment somewhere 
we have to move in backward direction. No viable model of development has evolved so far where development can go hand in hand with nature. Environmental 
concerns cannot be ignored as it stakes whole living world whereas process of globalization has made present narrative of development as inescapable. The paradox 
lies in the inevitability of development and its repercussion on environment. In present circumstances it raises a question over viability of the claim of ‘sustainable 
development’ as well as ‘clean and green earth’. This paper will explore the present models of development along with the issues faced by the environment due to 
development. Is there any way out of this paradox or is earth moving slowly towards extinction? This paper will explore the possibilities of breaking this paradox.

Role of environmental security in human security: An analysis from cinematic perspective 
Dr. Vaishali Raghuvanshi, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi (Uttar Pradesh)

Ms. Arti Devi, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi (Uttar Pradesh)

Environmental Security is one of the important parameters to understand the level of human security in a state. Most important aspect of this pertains to the ways in 
which environmental concerns have put human security as well as national security at risk. Ecological concerns such as floods, droughts, epidemics, natural disasters, 
and climate change have the potential to escalate the violent conflict and put human security in danger. Environmental security in contemporary times is certainly one 
of the very important national security concerns in India. Present research is an attempt to understand the challenges and concerns that the environmental issues put 
forward as a human security and national security threat to India. This study will take cinematic portrayals as a tool to investigate the popular consciousness pertaining 
to environmental security in India. The idea is to probe deeper into the conceptualization of human security and identify a framework relating to environmental security 
in India. The analysis will be drawn to understand the measures required to ensure the security of ecology and environment which can further result in a holistic model 
of sustained human security. Cinema being the most powerful tool in mass media has the potential to construct a very strong implication in the popular consciousness in 
a lighthearted way. The research aims at understanding how cinema has portrayed and impacted the concerns pertaining to the environment and ecology in India. This 
paper takes two important cinematic portrayals of environmental issues in India through the films Kaun kitne paani mein (2015) and Kadvi hawa (2017) both directed 
by Nila Madhab Panda.

The Interconnectedness of Conflict, Climate Change, and Environmental Sustainability 
Khangembam Manda Devi, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Manipur University, Imphal (Manipur)

This article explores the interconnectedness of conflict, climate change, and environmental sustainability. The relationship between these three aspects is complex 
and multifaceted, with each influencing and exacerbating the others in a vicious cycle. Conflict, whether it be armed conflict between nations or social conflict within 
communities, often arises from competition over scarce resources, such as water, land, and energy. Climate change further intensifies these resource scarcities, leading 
to increased tensions and conflicts. Moreover, conflict and climate change have detrimental effects on environmental sustainability. Environmental degradation, such 
as deforestation, pollution, and loss of biodiversity, not only contributes to climate change but also exacerbates conflicts by further straining already limited resources. 
Conversely, conflicts and climate change hinder efforts towards achieving environmental sustainability, as they divert resources and attention away from conservation 
and sustainable development initiatives. Addressing the interconnectedness of conflict, climate change, and environmental sustainability requires a holistic and integrated 
approach. By recognizing and addressing the interplay between these three aspects, policymakers, researchers, and practitioners can work towards a more peaceful, 
sustainable, and resilient future for all.

Local Efforts And Environmental Susutainability In Mizoram
Lalruatsangi, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Mizoram University, Aizawl (Mizoram)

Prof. Jangkhongam Doungel, Professor, Department of Political Science, Mizoram University, Aizawl (Mizoram)

The terms ‘environment’ and ‘sustainability’ are two strong words that has been used the most in our world today. These two words when phrased together form a 
meaning undeniably relevant and important for societies, governments, corporations, and others before and since the 21st Century. Besides big governments, especially 
in the Western countries, striving and moving towards environmental sustainability as we see all over the media, it is also important to acknowledge the efforts given 
by local people especially tribal people that are closely linked with the natural surroundings of the environment. This has been quite significant in India, especially 
among the tribal people and their valuable traditional knowledge. This could also be true for the smaller states in the Northeastern part of India. One of the smallest 
states in India, Mizoram is situated in the northeast. The state has a relatively high literacy rate when compared to many other Indian states, despite being behind in 
terms of infrastructure, economics, and other sectors. Tribal people make up the majority of the population of Mizoram, and they have strong ties to the environment. 
The people will be able to live affluent lives in their natural environments, preserve their identity and culture, and provide space for future generations to thrive if their 
knowledge of the flora and fauna is encouraged and promoted. Thus, in order to advance environmental sustainability, the larger governments need to make sure that 
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their responsibilities and efforts are wisely prioritized. It has to study and comprehend how to grow its capabilities, cope with local issues, and make wise use of the 
resources at hand.

Empowering Sustainable Energy Future: Unravelling Progress, Initiatives, and Challenges of Solar Power in India
Mr. Mohit Rangi, Assistant Professor, P.I.G. Government College for Women, Jind (Haryana) 

Ms. Archana, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Regional Centre Kharal, BPS Women University, Khanpur, Sonipat (Haryana)

 Energy is a critical component of any country’s growth engine. It acts as catalyst for social, economic and technological advancements. However, the source 
of energy is equally important as its abundant supply. India among other developing nations is in a transitional era where it must strike a balance between protecting the 
environment and achieving steady economic growth. This article elaborates on India’s solar energy landscape, from the progress made under National Solar Mission to 
subsequent to fulfil the commitments under Paris Agreement. The article discusses allocated financial support, infrastructure created, along with various projects and 
programmes like Rooftop Solar, PM-KUSUM, Solar parks, International Solar Alliance, PLI scheme, and the recently introduced PM-Surya Ghar Yojna. The study 
acknowledges the critical role of solar energy in achieving Sustainable Development Goals. Various obstacles related to location, technical, financial, and institutional 
issues including major problems such as high capital costs, complicated subsidy structures, limited manufacturing capabilities, poor grid integration, and the solar 
waste management are discussed. The study suggests that these constraints can be addressed through adopting innovative approaches in subsidising the consumer, 
skill development, encouraging local manufacturing, states’ cooperation and solar waste management. The article concludes that despite challenges, India has made 
significant progress in solar energy utilization, with considerable potential yet to be realized.

“Environmental Diplomacy: Negotiations, Challenges and Impacts”
Mr. Mokindraj Vaijnath Kamble, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Dr. B.A.M.U., Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar (Maharashtra)

Prof. Suhas Morale, Principal, Shri Siddheswar Arts College, Majalgaon (Maharashtra)

The relevance of environmental considerations in international relations is growing as nations realize how critical it is to work together to address the problems that 
human activity has brought about for the globe. Despite significant advancements in the field over the past twenty years, there are still very few clear and rigorous 
researches that serve as guides for international relations students, policymakers, and the general public on such issues. Thus, this research on Environmental Diplomacy 
places a fresh focus on how poor nations may promote faster progress toward an efficient international system for environmental decision-making, is highly appropriate. 
As the world grapples with the complexities of environmental degradation and climate change, environmental diplomacy has emerged as a critical tool for addressing 
these global challenges. This paper examines the negotiations, challenges, and impacts of environmental diplomacy, with a focus on international agreements, global 
governance, and national interests. Through a comprehensive analysis of case studies and empirical data, we explore the successes and shortcomings of environmental 
diplomacy in addressing issues such as climate change, biodiversity loss, and trans-boundary pollution. We identify key challenges, including conflicting national 
interests, inadequate enforcement mechanisms, and the need for greater public participation. Furthermore, we assess the impact of environmental diplomacy on global 
environmental governance, national policy-making, and local communities. By examining the complexities of environmental diplomacy, this paper aims to contribute to 
a deeper understanding of the opportunities and limitations of diplomatic efforts in addressing the world’s most pressing environmental challenges.

Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation: A Roadmap for India by 2047
Mr. Aman Sharma, Research Scholar, Department of Public Administration, Rajiv Gandhi National Institute of Youth Development, Chandigarh

Climate change represents one of the most significant challenges of our era, impacting ecological systems, economies, and human societies worldwide. As India aims 
to achieve a Viksit Bharat (Developed India) by 2047, addressing climate change through effective mitigation and adaptation strategies becomes crucial. This research 
article examines Chandigarh, a well-planned city in northern India, as a case study to explore its role in India’s climate strategy and its potential as a model for other urban 
centers. The study begins with an overview of the climate change context, highlighting the urgency for robust climate action aligned with global and national objectives. 
It then provides a detailed analysis of Chandigarh’s current climate mitigation and adaptation strategies. This includes an examination of initiatives such as renewable 
energy adoption, energy-efficient buildings, and water conservation measures. Despite these efforts, the city faces challenges related to urban heat islands, water scarcity, 
and flood management. The research identifies key gaps and inefficiencies in the existing strategies and evaluates their effectiveness using a combination of quantitative 
data analysis, qualitative interviews, and GIS mapping. Through this comprehensive analysis, the study proposes a strategic roadmap for enhancing Chandigarh’s climate 
resilience by 2047. The proposed roadmap outlines short-term, mid-term, and long-term goals, including scaling up renewable energy initiatives, expanding green 
infrastructure, and improving water management practices. Emphasis is placed on the need for a multi-sectoral approach that integrates technological innovation, public 
engagement, and policy alignment. The findings of this research highlight Chandigarh’s potential to serve as a model for other Indian cities by demonstrating effective 
climate strategies and innovative solutions. The study also underscores the importance of continued public awareness and participation in achieving climate goals. By 
providing actionable recommendations and a forward-looking roadmap, this research aims to contribute to the broader discourse on climate resilience and sustainability 
in the context of India’s development aspirations for 2047.

Environment Sustainability In Ancient Hindu Tradition : A Critical Analysis 
Priyanka Tanwar, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Chaudhary Charan Singh University, Meerut (U.P.)

The concept of environmental sustainability is deeply rooted in ancient Hindu tradition, where nature is revered as sacred and interconnected with all forms of life. 
Hindu scriptures like the Vedas, Upanishads, and epics such as the Mahabharata and Ramayana emphasize the importance of living in harmony with nature. The 
principle of Ahimsa (non-violence) extends to all living beings, advocating for the protection of animals, plants, and natural resources. The concept of Rta, the cosmic 
order, underscores the balance between human actions and the environment. Practices such as tree worship, sacred groves, and rituals honoring rivers and mountains 
highlight the ecological consciousness embedded in Hinduism. These traditions promote sustainable living through principles of moderation, respect for natural cycles, 
and the recognition of the divine presence in every aspect of the environment. By revisiting and integrating these ancient teachings, modern society can find valuable 
insights for addressing contemporary environmental challenges and fostering a sustainable future. In ancient India people were very much conscious for the protection of 
environment and there was a very cordial relationship between man and environment. The ancient people were very much concerned also for the purity of air and water. 
Thus, the awareness shown by the ancient people for environmental protection was very significant and in today’s circumstances, if with such awareness the development 
activities can be continued, then only the theory of sustainable development will be successful.

Towards a Sustainable Future: An Analysis of the Benefits of Phasing Down Coal Uses in India
Mr. Jay Ganesh Pandey, Energy Studies Programme, School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi

Prof. Atul Kumar, Professor, Energy Studies Programme, School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi

There exists a deep embeddedness of coal in India’s socio-political and techno-economic landscape which is also the third largest emitter of greenhouse gases. The 
dominant share of coal in the energy supply contributes significantly to global warming therefore, it becomes imperative to phase down coal to tackle climate change. 
The extended history of India’s dependence on coal augments its path dependency due to associated risks ranging across sectors. However, the benefits of phasing down 
coal offset the risks and provide a great incentive to accelerate the pace of decommissioning of coal mining and coal-based power plants and achieve environmental 
sustainability. This paper reviews the existing literature on coal phase-down to identify its benefits. Phasing down coal uses in India presents numerous benefits across 
environmental, economic, and social dimensions. Thus, this paper follows a structured approach by classifying the benefits into five categories. It further broadens the 
horizons of the growing research on energy transition by providing a refined analysis of the existing body of literature in coal phase-down in India. This paper also 
presents a rationale for a robust just transition strategy to restore justice in the post-carbon energy order by facilitating equal distribution of burdens and benefits of new 
non-coal arrangements.
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Why Is Environmental Sustainability Not Well in India? (An Analysis in Framework of Environmental Politics)
Prof. Ravindra Kumar Verma, P.G. Department of Political Science, R.N. College, Muzaffarpur (Bihar)

Environment on the Earth has alarmingly been degraded by human and anthropogenic activities and inappropriate state action to check the trend. Unless we achieve the 
environmental sustainability, we cannot hope for the ‘Vikasit Bharat @ 2047. State action will have to be firmed on this issue. On the contrary, India has been one of the 
environmentally most degraded countries evident from the fact that India is placed at the 76th rank in environmental pollution index. India is placed high in pollution 
level in terms of air, water, garbage and dirt whereas moderate in drinking water and green cover (Numbeo Survey 2018). India has 10 most polluted cities in the World. 
In addition, the uncontrolled economic development programmes (like creation of infrastructure by damaging environmental equilibrium) have adversely affected the 
environmental sustainability. The frequent landslides in mountain areas, floods in rivers, draughts in plain areas, cyclones in coastal areas, loss of bio-diversity, climate 
change are sign of environmental degradation. Most of the rivers which serve the largest population are polluted. India has three major river systems, Indus, Ganga 
and Brahmaputra. These river systems originate from the snow peaks of Himalayas. All the three rivers have been reported suffering from pollution and crossed the 
mark of crisis. The phenomenon of environmental degradation has become a serious concern of appropriate policy and its implementation to arrest the degradation. 
The Indian superior judiciary also has declared that ensuring safe environment is one of the fundamental rights of our citizens. Undoubtedly, the Indian government has 
been making policies and establishing implementing agencies to contain the degradation which have been accelerated in last decade. Hundreds of laws and dozens of 
implementing agencies could not contain the degradation. MoEFCC, PCBs, State level bodies, Disaster Management Authorities, judicial bodies like NGT etc. have not 
shown promise. Schemes are launched not to reach at the goal. Viz. Namami Gange Programme as ‘Flagship Programme’ was launched in 2014 to accomplish the twin 
objectives of effective abatement of pollution, conservation and rejuvenation of National River Ganga. Ganga is still polluted. The need of the hour is the Government 
should implement the policies with sheer commitment.

G20 and India in environmental development pathways to “Viksit Bharath 2047”
S.Sanjai, Student, Political Science, Hindustan Institute of Technology and Science, Padur, Chennai (Tamil Nadu)

The group of twenty(G20) is the premier forum for international economic and environmental cooperation. It is essential to the development and reinforcement of 
international architecture and governance about all significant economic and environmental challenges. India has a significant role in the G20 since it speaks for the 
global south and represents global interests. The last summit of G20 was held by the presidency of India and in this summit, India give a major importance Environmental 
development and climate sustainability it indicates the essential for the Environmental development in the world. This summit also highlights the global well-being and 
India’s capacity for leadership. India has benefited greatly from the G20 Presidency’s ability to raise its profile internationally and direct multilateral collaboration toward 
more robust environmental action. This article explores India’s strategic engagement with the G20 in the context of environmental development, focusing on the nation’s 
journey towards achieving ‘Viksit Bharat 2047’—a vision of a fully developed and sustainable India by its 100th year of independence. In every developmental process, 
the environment is heavily affected, so this paper tries to give suggestions for dos and don’ts. It examines how India’s participation in the G20 facilitates progress in key 
environmental areas such as climate change mitigation, renewable energy adoption, biodiversity conservation, ecological restoration and sustainable urbanization. By 
analysing India’s current environmental policies and initiatives, the study identifies how G20 collaborations and agreements can be leveraged to enhance these efforts. 
The article discusses the challenges India faces in balancing rapid economic growth with environmental sustainability and proposes strategies to address these issues 
through G20 platforms. The findings underscore the critical role of international cooperation in advancing India’s environmental goals, providing a roadmap for utilizing 
G20 partnerships to achieve a green sustainable Viksit Bharath by 2047.

Environment Sustainability: A Nature’s Ask to Sustain Survival
Asmita Prajapati, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, University of Lucknow Lucknow (U.P.) 

Environmental sustainability is frequently called “saving the earth,” but the planet has endured for billions of years before humans appeared and will persist after we’re 
gone. True sustainability focuses on ensuring the survival and prosperity of humanity into the future. Since we lack another Earth-like planet to relocate to, it means 
safeguarding the resources on this planet that are essential for our existence and well-being. Economists frequently discuss an issue known as “the tragedy of commons 
“. Here is the scenario: imagine multiple small farmers who all have access to a common Pasteur grazing their sheep on this shared land helps them save money, so 
it is only natural that they each use the land to its fullest extent. The issue arises when too many animals use the same pasture, leading to overgrazing. This results in 
insufficient grass to sustain all the sheep, negatively impacting their health and potentially causing some to die. The solution would be for the farmers to agree to allow 
only a limited number of sheep to Graze each day, ensuring that there is enough grass for everyone. this represents a small-scale example of environmental sustainability, 
which involves managing shared resources to ensure they can support everyone now and in the future. Each year on April 22 Earth Day unites people worldwide to 
focus on the shared goal of sustainability. The theme for Earth Day 2024, as stated on their website, is “Planet vs Plastic.” Plastic is a major concern making our fight 
for environmental sustainability difficult. There could be some efforts of ours that can make our lives sustainable. For instance, Biodiversity conservation, to balance our 
social needs, to protect the depletion of natural resources, to focus on Reuse and recycling, to limit non-renewable resources, and to waste management, etc.

Environment Sustainability as a Key Tool for Development: An Overview
Liya Fathima V, Reserach Scholar, Department of Public Administration, Rajiv Gandhi National Institute of Youth Development - Regional Centre, Chandigarh

Environmental sustainability has become a central theme in the discourse on global development. More than just an environmental issue it has become a vital component 
of long-term economic growth and social progress. Environmental sustainability is the Usage of natural resources and controlling environmental impacts in a way that 
maintains the planet and its ecosystems over time. It entails striking a balance between the needs of people and the ability of the planet to replenish and sustain itself. 
We cannot accomplish sustainable development goals without Environmental sustainability. This paper presents an overview of how environmental sustainability acts 
as a strategic tool for development by promoting balanced interactions between human activities and natural ecosystems. Sustainable practices can be incorporated 
into development policies to achieve economic prosperity without negatively impacting society’s environmental aspects. This paper examines the multifaceted effects 
of sustainability practices on a range of industries, including agriculture, energy etc via the lens of sustainable development. Through the utilisation of frameworks 
such as the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and a focus on resource efficiency, climate resilience, and green technologies, environmental sustainability allows 
nations to minimise the risks associated with environmental degradation while simultaneously maximising their socioeconomic advancement. In the present scenario 
Environmental sustainability is not only the ideal option, but also a key component of inclusive and progressive development plans. Policymakers, companies, and 
communities can work together to create a sustainable future that satisfies both immediate needs and long-term goals by realising and utilising the connections between 
ecological preservation and socioeconomic growth. With This the paper also discusses the importance of embracing sustainability as a game-changing strategy for 
improving public health, lowering poverty rates and ensuring equitable access to resources.

Environmental Sustainability
Maheswar Sahoo, Student, Department of Political Science, Centre of Political Studies, School of Social Science, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi  

In envisioning India as a Viksit Bharat by 2047, a critical question arises: will this vision align with principles of environmental sustainability? This inquiry is paramount, 
given the prevailing ethos of consumption-driven happiness, as critiqued in Herbert Marcuse’s seminal work, One-Dimensional Man. Marcuse’s analysis suggests that 
our pursuit of material satisfaction, rooted in a one-dimensional view of progress, poses significant risks to the planet. This concern is underscored by the escalating 
global crisis of climate change—a phenomenon predominantly driven by human activity, as extensively documented in scientific literature. Thus, the aspiration for a 
developed India must be rigorously examined through the lens of environmental ethics and sustainability. This paper challenges the future of India’s economic growth 
and hinges on a radical rethinking of how we interact with our environment. By integrating sustainable resource management, embracing renewable energy, and fostering 
an economic model which is driven by our consciousness and that is based on compassion for nature at large and human beings at core. Moreover, India can set a 
global example of development that respects the planet’s limits. This paper offers a visionary framework, backed by in-depth analyses of case studies and cutting-edge 
policies, to transform India’s environmental landscape. It highlights the synergy between technological innovation, community-driven initiatives, and robust governance 
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as the pillars of scalable and impactful solutions. From the rural heartlands to bustling urban centers, this framework addresses the diverse challenges of population 
growth, rapid urbanization, and climate change. Furthermore, the paper underscores the need for inclusive strategies that democratize access to resources, ensuring that 
every citizen benefits from India’s new green revolution (Revolution based on green economy in which political justice, social justice, economic justice and climate 
justice would be at center). The concluding recommendations are not mere suggestions—they are a call to action for policymakers, industry leaders, and civil society 
to collaborate in crafting a future where economic prosperity and environmental health are inseparable. In the last, I am clarifying that to follow this path demands 
utmost courage, honesty, strong determination and a fully conscious civil society, a government committed to humanity’s highest ideals and citizens in the incarnation 
of warriors who are really concerned for their motherland. By choosing this path, India will not only meet its development goals but also inspire a sustainable future for 
the world. 

Environmental Degradation, Natural Disasters and Human Security Concern: A Study of Dhubri District, Assam
Md. Ahinur Islam, Ph.D. Scholar, Department of Political Science, North Eastern Hill University, Shillong (Meghalaya)

Environmental degradation is a burning problem that seriously challenges building a sustainable environment. Due to environmental degradation severe natural disasters 
like draught, landslides, forest fires, floods, and bank erosion problems have been witnessed frequently in India and Assam in particular. Assam is very prone to natural 
disasters like floods and riverbank erosion which pose a serious challenge to the livelihood of the people every year. The mighty rivers Brahmaputra and Barak and 
more than fifty of its tributaries create havoc situation in the state, especially in the monsoon season. The Assam State Disaster Management Authority identified some 
major flood and erosion-affected districts and Dhubri is one among them. Dhburi district is a peripheral district that is mostly affected by flood and erosion because of 
the Brahmaputra and its tributaries such as Gangadhar and Jinjiram. As per data from the Ministry of Jal Shakti, Dhubri district particularly its southern part already lost 
more than sixty percent of its inhabitants’ lands. People lose their land, paddy fields, become landless, and are sheltered in different places including the nearest state 
of Meghalaya. In the above backdrop, this paper will be an attempt to address the problem of environmental degradation and its impact on human security and also the 
initiative of the government to mitigate these issues.

PANEL - 11
POLITICAL COMMUNICATION IN INDIA: MEDIA AND PROPOGANDA

Social Media and Political Opinion Formation among Educated Youth: A Study of Jaipur District with Special Reference to the 2024 Lok Sabha 
Election

 Anupriya, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, University of Rajasthan, Jaipur (Rajasthan) 

This study investigates how social media shapes political opinions of higher-educated youth, focusing on its dual role in fostering active civic engagement and 
contributing to political polarization. The paper meant to examine how social media influences political opinion formation, political affiliations, and voter behavior in 
India, particularly during the 2024 Loksabha elections. The study backed upon primary data collection through a field study conducted in Jaipur district, Rajasthan, to 
gather first hand insights into social media’s impact on political dynamics. This research offers essential insights into the relationship between social media and political 
dynamics in India, guiding strategies to strengthen democratic processes and mitigate its negative effects. 

The Role of Digital Media in Shaping Campaigns and Propaganda during India’s General Election of 2024
Ms. Jil Shah, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Sardar Patel University, Vallabh Vidhya Nagar (Gujarat|)

The 2024 General Election in India marked a significant turning point in the role of digital media in political campaigns and propaganda. This paper explores how digital 
media has transformed electioneering in India, focusing on the strategies employed by political parties, the propagation of disinformation, and the resulting impact 
on voter behaviour. Initially, the paper provides a historical overview of digital media’s integration into Indian politics, highlighting key milestones and the current 
landscape of digital platforms. It then examines the various strategies used in digital campaigning, including social media tactics, content creation and distribution, 
and data-driven approaches. A detailed analysis of propaganda techniques follows, showcasing how disinformation and emotional manipulation have influenced public 
opinion, alongside discussions on regulatory challenges and ethical concerns. The impact on voter behaviour is analysed, illustrating how digital media has affected voter 
engagement, mobilization, and preference shifts. Case studies of major political parties and influential digital campaigns are presented to demonstrate these strategies’ 
practical application and effectiveness. The paper summarizes the key findings and discusses the implications for future elections. Recommendations are offered to 
enhance electoral integrity and address the ethical issues digital media poses. This research underscores the profound influence of digital media on contemporary election 
campaigns, emphasizing the need for balanced regulation and ethical practices to preserve democratic values in the digital age.

Empowering Indigenous Women for a Sustainable India: The Role of Social Media in Amplifying Environmental Voices
Eram Alam, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh (Uttar Pradesh)

In recent years, social media has emerged as a powerful platform for amplifying marginalized voices, particularly those of indigenous women who have long been at 
the forefront of environmental activism in India. This paper explores the role of social media in elevating the environmental concerns an advocacy effort of indigenous 
women, who often face systemic barriers in traditional media outlets. By analyzing case studies and social media campaigns, the paper demonstrates how these digital 
platforms have provided indigenous women with the tools to share their stories, mobilize communities, and influence policy changes. The research highlights the 
intersection of gender, indigeneity, and environmental justice, showcasing how social media is not only a tool for communication but also a catalyst for social and 
environmental change. This paper argues that the increased visibility and reach afforded by social media can play a crucial role in ensuring that indigenous women’s 
perspectives are integral to India’s environmental future.

Indian Elections and Propaganda of Social Media
Radha Devidas More, Research Student, Deogiri College, Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar (Maharashra)

India adopted a Democratic system. In democratic India, the people representatives are very important. The democratic system is handled by democratic representatives 
in India. In country has various types of political party and the party leaders are construct election agenda on related to party .In Election system each and every party try 
to do different ,so in modern era various modern communication are available .The present study are objectives are 1.To extent the role of social media in Society 2.To 
study the use of social media as an instrument in Election 3.To evaluates the impact of Social media in Election.The present study are mainly based on the secondary 
data. The information related to this research paper is collected from various book, article and government sites. In the India Council democratic system, the elections 
are soul of democracy. In India two houses loksabha and rajyasabha In the Indian election system, the people representatives of both the house are elected by the 
election methods. The political party are choose to agenda and nominated there leader to present there party agenda in both houses of India. In this system social media 
contributes major role. The present study tries to evaluates the role of social media in India election.

An Analysis of Political Communication in Meghalaya
Dr. Sanborlang Tynsong, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Shillong College, Shillong (Meghalaya)

Earlier political communication during elections used to take place in rallies and depended a lot on politicians’ interpersonal skills. But the political parties are soon 
realizing the importance of this Digital era to connect with the youth of the country. The political parties know that the youth are going through a transformation 
from Digital Migrants to Digital Natives. Every political party has its media cell who function 24X7 to provide information to the public about various issues which 
concern the society as a whole. This paper will discuss the role played by various political parties to reach out to the masses. This paper will also analyze how political 
communication helps to change society in different ways. The present paper will analyze how the political parties influence the voters to cast their votes in favor of their 
respective political parties. Lastly, this paper will discuss how the print and electronic media change the game.
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Political Parties and Mediated Public: The Contours of Political Communication in India
Prof. Vandana Mishra, Professor, Centre for Political Studies/School of Social Sciences, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi

Modern political communication is very much an interdisciplinary field of study, drawing on concepts from communication, political science, journalism, sociology, 
psychology, history and other fields. This paper is an attempt to stress the growing need to understand the participatory role of political communication between political 
parties and the public. India is one of those nations where communication technology has made faster and deeper inroads into the society as compared to the spread of 
health and hygiene consciousness or even education. The eagerness and the apparent need to own a television and mobile phone is visibly more than getting enrolled 
in a school (even after the ‘right to education’ being fundamentally secured in the constitution). The use of this technology, no doubt, is crucial for the development 
of the country as well as to uphold the interconnectedness among the individuals and also the international community. But, alongside, ‘communication technology’ 
needs to be contextualized to the decentralizing, democratizing and participatory principles and requirements of India. When modes of communication are extensively 
used by political power holders/seekers, as was increasingly done during the 2024 General Elections, there appears a genuine cause to explore and understand the 
relevance of political communication in the world’s largest democracy. These questions are fundamental to this paper: What is/should be the objective of political 
communication? Should political parties communicate to the people or with the people? Public is the target or part of political communication? When, how and why 
political communication? The purpose of this paper is to: Examine the various forms and forums of political communication in India. Establish the seamlessness of the 
web of political parties, political communication and people’s participation. Discuss the relevance of decentralizing political communication. Suggest ways to increase 
people’s participation via political communication. 

Social Media as a Tool for Political Mobilization: Case Studies from Emerging Democracies 
Deeraj Sanjay. C.N Department of Political Science, School of Social Sciences, Madurai Kamaraj University, Madurai (Tamil Nadu)

Nivin Kumar. S, Department of Political Science, School of Social Sciences, Madurai Kamaraj University, Madurai (Tamil Nadu)

Social media has become a transformative force in contemporary political landscapes, particularly within emerging democracies where traditional mechanisms of 
political engagement might be constrained. This paper examines the multifaceted role of social media as a tool for political mobilization by analysing various case 
studies from emerging democracies across different continents. This study focuses on how social media platforms like Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and Instagram have 
been utilized to foster political engagement, organize movements, and influence electoral processes. The research delves into specific instances such as the Arab Spring 
in Tunisia, where social media played a pivotal role in rallying citizens against the regime and catalysing democratic reforms. In India, the use of social media has 
significantly impacted election campaigns and grassroots mobilization. It’s s dual capacity to both energize public participation and spread misinformation. Similarly, in 
Brazil, social media has been a double-edged sword—enabling political activism while also exacerbating political polarization and the dissemination of fake news. By 
analysing these case studies, this paper identifies key patterns and strategies employed by activists and political actors. It provides a comprehensive overview of how 
social media dynamics interact with political processes in emerging democracies. This paper would contribute to the broader discourse on digital politics by offering the 
impact of social media on political mobilization and engagement and empowering and disruptive effects.

Political Communication in India: Media and Propaganda
Kumari Asha Sinha, Assistant Professor, Department Political Science, M.M. Mahila College, Aara (Bihar)

Political communication is the “production and impact of persuasive political messages, campaigns and advertising, often concerning the mass media”. It is an 
interdisciplinary field that draws from communication, journalism and political science. Political communication is concerned with ideas such as: information flow, 
political influence, policy making, news and the effect on citizens. Since the advent of the World Wide Web, the amount of data to analyze has increased and researchers 
are shifting to computational methods to study the dynamics of political communication. A key theorized system within political communication in advanced economies 
is the concept of the propaganda having the capacity to be organically spread via self-section systems in democratic capitalist countries via the propaganda model. In recent 
years, machine learning, natural language processing and network analysis have also, become key tolls in the field. The field also includes: the study of the media, the analysis 
of speeches by politicians, those that are trying to influence the political process and conversations among members of the public. Today many universities offer courses in 
political communication. The digital age, political communication has shifted to on line platforms with social media playing a central role in shaping political discourse 
and mobilizing supporters. Barak Obama’s presidential campaigns in 2008 and 2012 are mark able, as they helped innovate the use of social media to engage voters and 
raise funds Volodymyr Zelensky’s 2019 presidential campaigns also featured heavy usage of social media.

The Role of Social Media in Shaping Political Narratives in India: A Case Study of Lok Sabha Election 2024 in Beed District Constituency of 
Maharashtra

Mahesh Shelke, Research Scholar, Department of Extension and Communication, The Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda, Vadodra (Gujarat)

This paper examines the role of social media in shaping political narratives during the Lok Sabha election of 2024, focusing on Beed district in Maharashtra, India. Social 
media platforms such as Facebook, Twitter, and WhatsApp have emerged as critical tools for political communication, enabling political parties to engage directly with 
voters, disseminate information, and influence public opinion. This study investigates how political parties and candidates in Beed district utilized social media to craft 
their narratives, mobilize supporters, and discredit opponents. By analysing the content and strategies used on these platforms, the paper explores the effectiveness of 
social media campaigns in reaching different demographic groups, the spread of misinformation, and the impact on voter perceptions and behaviours. The study employs 
a mixed-method approach, combining content analysis of social media posts with interviews of key political figures and local influencers. Findings indicate that social 
media played a pivotal role in shaping political discourse in Beed, allowing parties to tailor their messages to specific audiences and respond rapidly to emerging issues. 
The study also highlights the challenges of regulating political content on social media and the implications for electoral integrity. The insights drawn from this case 
study provide a deeper understanding of the transformative role of social media in India’s political landscape, with broader implications for democratic engagement and 
governance.

 Political Journalism in India: Need and Reality
Dr. Reeta M. Dhandekar, Professor & Head of Department of Political Science, Sevadal Mahila Mahavidyalaya, Nagpur (Maharashtra)

Dr. Shrikant G. Shende, Assistant Professor, Dept. of Political Science, S. B. College, Nagpur (Maharashtra)

In the present era, the media is referred to as the fourth pillar of democracy. The three pillars that have traditionally supported democracy since ancient times are the 
legislature, the executive, and the judiciary. Despite these three pillars being responsible for maintaining democracy, the media has gained extraordinary importance in 
recent times. The reason behind this is clear. Today, it is the media’s job to convey news about government schemes, government decisions, government policies, and 
political developments to the common people of the country. Therefore, the media is also referred to as the link between the government and the people. Journalism itself 
has recently diversified into various types. According to the Oxford Research Encyclopaedia, the popularity of political journalism is increasing day by day. This research 
article will discuss this aspect of political journalism. Information will be collected about the growing popularity of political journalism, its nature, characteristics, 
sources, and ethics. Based on this information, a critical analysis of the current state of political journalism will be provided in the article. In India, political journalism 
has achieved new dimensions of success. However, is there a visible adherence to the ethical standards of journalism in recent journalism practices? Does the increasing 
importance of political journalism create a supportive environment for democracy? Are the ethical standards of journalism being compromised to maintain interests and 
stay within the good books of the ruling party? What is the role of political journalism in the positive progress of democracy, and has an environment been created across 
India where many journalists and media houses are pursuing their personal and financial interests through political journalism? This research article aims to address these 
questions and explore the reality of political journalism.

Role of Deliberative Media in Indian Democracy
Vinay Kulkarni, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Rani Channamma University, Belagavi (Karnataka)
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Prof. Kamalaxi G. Tadasad, Professor and Chairman, Department of Political Science, Rani Channamma University, Belagavi (Karnataka) 

The concept of deliberative democracy emphasizes the importance of informed and rational discussion as a cornerstone of democratic governance. In the context of 
Indian democracy, deliberative media play a crucial role in shaping public discourse, influencing policy-making, and fostering an engaged citizenry. This paper explores 
the multifaceted role of deliberative media—ranging from traditional platforms like newspapers and television to digital and social media—in promoting democratic 
values, enabling inclusive participation, and ensuring accountability in governance. The paper also delves into the challenges posed by misinformation, media bias, and 
the digital divide, which threaten the integrity of deliberative processes. This paper highlights the potential of deliberative media to strengthen Indian democracy while 
addressing the obstacles that hinder their effectiveness. This evolution has not only changed the way information is disseminated but also how citizens engage with 
political processes, as media serves as a crucial platform for public discourse, accountability, and civic engagement in contemporary governance. This paper explores the 
role of deliberative media in this dynamic landscape, highlighting its potential to facilitate informed discussions among citizens and enhance democratic participation 
by providing multiple perspectives on political issues and policies. 

Evolution of Political Communication in Indian Media: A Study
M. Anbuselvan, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, School of Social Sciences, Madurai Kamaraj University, Madurai (Tamil Nadu)

This study explores the evolution of political communication in Indian media, tracing its development from the early days of print media to the contemporary digital 
landscape. It explores how technological advancements and changing media landscapes have influenced political strategies, public engagement, and democratic 
processes in India. Initially, political communication in India relied heavily on print media, which shaped political discourse during the independence movement and the 
nascent years of the Indian republic. The advent of radio and television introduced new dimensions, providing political figures with powerful tools for reaching broader 
audiences through audio-visual content. The digital age, characterized by the rise of the internet and social media platforms, has revolutionized political communication. 
Social media has enabled direct interaction between politicians and the electorate, facilitating rapid information exchange and grassroots mobilization. However, this 
digital shift has also brought challenges, including the spread of misinformation, public opinion polarization, and media bias issues. This study employs a historical 
and analytical approach to examine these transformations, focusing on how each media phase has shaped political messaging and public perception. It also addresses 
current issues such as the impact of digital media on electoral campaigns and the ethical considerations of political communication in the digital era. By providing a 
comprehensive overview of these developments, the study aims to offer insights into the current state of political communication in India and its future path.

Transformation of Election Campaigning in India: The Role of Social Media and Digital Marketing 
Nikita Singh, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Sardar Bhagat Singh Government Post Graduate College, Rudrapur (Uttrakhand)

Prof Asha Rana, Department of Political Science, Sardar Bhagat Singh Government Post Graduate College, Rudrapur (Uttarakhand)

Social media and digital marketing have become central component of modern political strategy. It has fundamentally changed the landscape of election campaigning, 
influencing how candidates communicate, mobilize voters, and shape public opinion. Campaigns have transitioned from relying heavily on door-to-door canvassing, 
community-based outreach to leveraging sophisticated tools that allow for precise targeting and efficient message dissemination. By analysing recent election cycles, 
particularly in context of the Indian Lok Sabha elections of 2014, 2019 and 2024, this paper explores the growing influence of social media platforms and digital 
marketing in the arena of politics as election campaign medium. First the paper specifically concentrates on the strategies utilized by the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and 
its rival, the Indian National Congress (INC), during the Lok Sabha elections. Secondly, this paper also investigates whether traditional election campaigning methods 
have been supplanted by the emergence and growth of new media, specifically social media and digital marketing. This research can help refine electoral strategies, 
inform policy decisions, and contribute to a more informed and engaged electorate in India. 

Political Communication: Media and Propaganda 
Sandeep Kumar, Research Scholar, Gokuldas Hindu Girls College, Moradabad (Uttar Pradesh)

Dr Minakshee Sharma, HOD, Department of Political Science of Gokuldas Hindu Girls College, Moradabad (U.P.)

Political communication is the system in which people gets connected with political affairs. Political parties or their leaders or government officials etc. they reach to the 
public through this political communication. They send their ideas, agendas, policy party manifesto or they do influence the opinion of their targeted audience by this 
political communication. In India this political communication or connection between political parties and public is set up by media vastly. If we talk about media there 
are two types of media which are traditional & Digital social media. Television, Radio, Newspaper, magazine are the example of traditional media .people mostly use this 
traditional media to get connected with political affairs. But in digital world social media also influencing people therefore political parties are using various social media 
platforms such as twitter, Facebook, WhatsApp, and Instagram for political communication. Now if we talk about propaganda which political parties or their leaders 
use to gain political support of the public or to gain public vote in favour of them. Political parties or their leaders try to manipulate or influence the opinion of public by 
spreading false, half truth or twisted facts, exaggeration which is called propaganda. Through my research paper I want to explore this political communication, media 
and propaganda in Indian Democracy. How this affecting Indian Democratic Development .

Role of Effective Communication in Enhancing Disaster Resilience Against Floods: Lessons from Kerala
Annanya Dwivedi, Research Scholar, Centre for Economics and Social Studies, Department of Economics

Dr Om Shankar Gupta, Assistant Professor, Department of Journalism and Mass Communication, Chhatrapati Shahuji Maharaj University, Kanpur (Uttar Pradesh)

Kritika Dwivedi, Research Scholar, Department of Journalism and Mass Communication, Chhatrapati Shahuji Maharaj University, Kanpur (Uttar Pradesh)

Floods are one of the increasing climate threats that we are facing in the present time all around the globe and also in India, For becoming the developed nation( vikshit 
bharat ), it is essential to safeguards lives of people, Disasters such as Floods cause serious damage to life and property and also lead to several health issues hampering 
growth and development of the nation. Communication is a tool that is crucial in reducing and managing climate-related risk by timely and accurate dissemination of 
information to the general public. Effective Communication is essential as it helps by saving lives of people and enhancing community resilience by giving them perfect 
information. There have been several efforts by the government to introduce and integrate effective communication tools but still there is a gap in access to information 
and communication essential for mitigating these climate risks. India still lacks robust crisis communication tools and infrastructure which in the past and in the present 
time also has costed us millions of lives. By reviewing the past literature, this paper tries to examine the role of effective communication and crisis communication 
tools for improving preparedness of people to tackle the climate crises and increase situation awareness. It also delves into case studies from around the globe and how 
enhanced communication strategies contribute to risk reduction from climate-related disasters. it also focuses on need of new age innovative communication tools and 
improving traditional tools to ensure there is perfect symmetry of information and local people can access the information during critical situations. Additionally, it also 
underscores the importance of disaster risk communication in risk management and improving urban resilience required for achieving the Sustainable development goals 
by 2030 and become Vikshit Bharat by 2047. 

Media-Movement Relation: Connecting Assam’s Press Media to India’s Liberation Movement
Naznin Sultana, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Morigaon College, Gauhati University Ghasbari, Morigaon College, Morigaon, (Assam)

A democratic society requires a clear and true explanation of events, their context, and their causes, a platform for discussion and informed critique, and a mechanism 
for people and groups to express their viewpoints or advocate for a cause. The duty to meet these demands falls inextricably on the press, specifically newspapers 
and magazines, which are the primary sources of information, debate, and advocacy for the public. India’s fight for independence has been extensively documented 
throughout its history. History abounds with accounts of brave Indians who openly opposed the British Raj, even in the face of certain death. However, another side 
of this debate gets almost little attention: the press. Therefore, it is important to consider the various ways in which the press can impact and shape movements. 
Understanding the interplay between media and social movement is crucial because it illuminates how the media influences the cause of movement. By providing the 
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press a voice, this paper attempts to investigate the function of Assamese print media and evaluate its influence on the political awakening during India’s independence. 
By tying the media and India’s liberation movement together, the article attempts to examine their relationship.

The Role of Social Media in Shaping Indian Political Campaigns: Insights from 2014, 2019, and 2024 Elections
Pulak Basak, PhD Scholar, Assam University, Silchar (Assam)

Social media platforms have revolutionised political communication, in geographically vast and demographically diverse countries like India, reaching and satisfying 
the voters is complex. The sophisticated data analytics and algorithms allow political parties to target diverse segments of the population with customised posts and 
messages. The paper presents detailed case studies of the 2014, 2019, and 2024 parliamentary elections, examining the social media strategies adopted by major political 
parties in campaigns to enhance reachability with the electorate. However, social media campaigns cannot be analysed in isolation, as research has demonstrated that 
social media activities are often reflections of grassroots efforts and traditional campaigns, functioning as complementary elements that enhance the effectiveness of 
conventional tools. Employing the theoretical framework of political marketing strategy, rooted in broader political marketing theory, the study comparatively analysed 
the growth and transformation of social media strategies adopted by the political parties across the three elections, by examining the evolution of techniques, the role of 
technical experts, and the use of data-driven approaches in innovative campaign such as “Chaiwala”, “Chowkidar Chor Hain” and “Main Bhi Chowkidar.” The study also 
descriptively analysed the digital tools employed by political parties, exploring how these tools have expanded over time and their impact on campaign effectiveness.

 India Election and Propaganda of Social Media
Radha Devidas More, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Chetna Education Society’s Arts Senior College, Chh Sambhaji Nagar (Maharashtra)

Dr. Vinod N Bairagi, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Chetna Education Society’s Arts Senior College, Chh Sambhaji Nagar (Maharashtra)

India adopted a Democratic system. In democratic India, the people representative are very important. The democratic system is handled by democratic representatives in 
India. In country has various types of political party and the party leaders are construct election agenda on related to party .In Election system each and every party try to 
do different ,so in modern era various modern communication are available .The present study are objectives are 1.To extent the role of social media in Society 2.To study 
the use of Social media as an instrument in Election 3.To evaluates the impact of Social media in Election.The present study are mainly based on the secondary data. The 
information related to this research paper is collected from various book, article and government sites. In the India Council democratic system, the elections are soul of 
democracy. In India two houses loksabha and rajyasabha In the Indian election system, the people representatives of both house are elected by the election methods .The 
political party are choose to agenda and nominated there leader to present there party agenda in both houses of India .In this system social media contributes major role 
.The present study are try to evaluates the role of social media in India election.

Resurgence of Adivasi Identity: Political Revivalism and Politics of Indigeneity in Jharkhand through the Pathalgadi Movement
Mr. Alok Mishra, Research Scholar, Department of Humanistic Studies, Indian Institute of Technology, Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi (Uttar Pradesh) 

This paper explores the resurgence of Adivasi identity and political revivalism reflecting on the Pathalgadi movement. Traditionally, ‘Pathalgadi’ signifies ‘placing a 
stone’ and holds symbolic significance in transmitting governance and genealogy-related knowledge to generations, primarily practiced by the Austro-Asiatic language 
families such as Mundari. This practice is revived in the current socio-political circumstances through the traditional Gram Sabhas, predominantly led by the Adivasi 
villages in the Khunti district of Jharkhand. This resurgence of the Pathalgadi movement has transformed material culture into not only a site of resistance for political 
recognition but also a marker of distinct cultural history. The study delves into historical and socio-political factors that have contributed to the assertion of Adivasi 
identity and the revival of their political agency in Jharkhand. By taking into consideration the historical events, newspaper reporting, and the voices of its protagonists, 
this paper focuses on the politics of indigeneity and cultural impulse within socio-political milieu. It attempts to delineate the dynamic of political revivalism in the form 
of Abua dishum, abua raj. Furthermore, it highlights how this form of mobilization epistemically challenges existing power structures and articulates demands for the 
recognition of Adivasi rights and autonomy.

Corporate Influence And Its Impact on The Indian Media: A Comprehensive Analysis 
Dr. Pooja. A, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, St. Mary’s College, Puthanangadi, Malappuram (Kerala)

A pen friend, a social campaigner, a partisan stabiliser, a predicament manager, an interpreter of issue, an instrument of economic growth, an institutional limp as well 
as the guardian angels of democracy, promoter of peace and stability etc makes the press as the fourth estate, which plays a very vital role in the society. In the largest 
democratic and highly populated country like India with multiple diversities, the importance of media cannot be ignored. Media is playing a pivotal role in the democratic 
process of the Indian political system, which makes the people politically educated, develops awareness and helps them in acquiring orientations and values in various 
fields. This makes media as a responsible body to protect the interest of the people. In the era of globalisation, where information explosion is not very uncommon, the 
public enjoys access to information from various sources. This demands and enrols Media to give out the right information to lead the public in the right direction. The 
development in the right path may be possible only in a country where media enjoys supreme freedom. As it is not a myth that when media comes under the control of 
corporates, its freedom is a question of concern. It has to believe that, a country without press freedom may end up as a state similar to the one in ‘Dark Age’ of history. 
It is often argued that the main agenda of the present-day media is not to give out the right information to the public over their monetary benefits as in any business. As 
we know that in India there are plenteous media outlets owned by various corporates, they may have their own interest in presenting and printing stories. Profit is the 
motive behind every business and news has become an item for sale. The present paper is an attempt to study the role of corporate over Indian Media and their hidden 
agenda to promote interests of their own. The paper also explores the ethical consideration of Indian media to the public.

Political Communication in Mizoram: The Role of Media and Propaganda
Mr. H Vanlalruata, Research Scholar, William Carrey University, Shillong (Meghalaya)

Dr. PG Jangamlung Richard, Associate Professor, William Carrey University, Shillong (Meghalaya)

India, as the world’s largest democracy, provides a complex landscape for political communication through diverse media and propaganda channels. The country’s 
federal system and multi-party structure enable political parties and civic organizations to effectively disseminate their messages. In Mizoram, a state with its unique 
socio-political dynamics, the role of media and propaganda is particularly significant. Since the 2014 national elections, social media use has surged, impacting political 
communication across India, including Mizoram. The 2019 and 2024 elections saw both the BJP-led NDA and the opposition INDIA alliance using social media to 
engage with voters nationwide, including in Mizoram. According to the India Digital Summit 2024, hosted by IAMAI and KANTAR, 86% of India’s internet users 
— around 707 million people — are now engaged with OTT audio and video services, reflecting a broader trend that includes Mizoram. In Mizoram, platforms like 
Facebook, Instagram, WhatsApp, YouTube, and X (formerly Twitter) have become essential for political messaging. Regional parties in Mizoram are actively using these 
channels to shape public opinion and build support. The state’s unique cultural and ethnic context adds layers of complexity to political communication, with local media 
and community-based messaging playing a crucial role. While social media facilitates dynamic political discourse, it also presents challenges such as misinformation 
and polarization, which are particularly relevant in Mizoram’s political landscape.

Political Communication in India: Media and Propaganda
Dr. Bishnu Charan Choudhury, Retired Professor of Political Science, Berhampur University, Berhampur (Odisha)

Political Communication relates to the communication of knowledge, values and attitudes. It is the transmission of politically relevant information from one part 
of the political system to another and between the social and political systems. Information obtained from newspapers, television channels and social media about 
the conditions in the political system or about the action of political leaders may determine the types of support rendered and demands initiated. The media plays an 
important role in political communication. The significance of the media in general and of any one medium in particular varies from one country to another. Each 
political system develops its own network of political communication which is closely related to the formation of public opinion. The media therefore, influences the 
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voting behaviour of the people. In India, as in other countries of the world, technological changes have profoundly altered the communication patterns. In India we have 
adopted a Parliamentary Democracy in which there are elections being held at periodical intervals. India is the largest democracy in the world. During the elections 
to various levels - Central, State and Local - Political Parties and individual candidates take recourse to campaign activities to project their ideologies and viewpoints. 
They go for propaganda which is a mode of communication that is used to influence the public opinion and for mobilizing the voters as well. They take the help of the 
media – print, electronic and social. The complaints against the media in India focus on the growing concentration of power in the hands of comparatively few owners of 
newspapers and television channels. This goes against a level playing field. Media-driven opinion polls and ‘paid news’ are some of the issues that are areas of concern 
and are considered not conducive for a free and fair elections in India.

Social Media As A Tool For Political Mobilization: Case Studies From Emerging Democracies
Deeraj Sanjay. C.N, Student, Political Science, Department of Political Science, Madurai Kamaraj University, Madurai (Tamil Nadu)

Nivin Kumar. S, Student, Political Science, Department of Political Science, Madurai Kamaraj University, Madurai (Tamil Nadu)

Social media has become a transformative force in contemporary political landscapes, particularly within emerging democracies where traditional mechanisms of 
political engagement might be constrained. This paper examines the multifaceted role of social media as a tool for political mobilization by analysing various case 
studies from emerging democracies across different continents. This study focuses on how social media platforms like Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and Instagram have 
been utilized to foster political engagement, organize movements, and influence electoral processes. The research delves into specific instances such as the Arab Spring 
in Tunisia, where social media played a pivotal role in rallying citizens against the regime and catalysing democratic reforms. In India, the use of social media has 
significantly impacted election campaigns and grassroots mobilization. It’s s dual capacity to both energize public participation and spread misinformation. Similarly, in 
Brazil, social media has been a double-edged sword—enabling political activism while also exacerbating political polarization and the dissemination of fake news. By 
analysing these case studies, this paper identifies key patterns and strategies employed by activists and political actors. It provides a comprehensive overview of how 
social media dynamics interact with political processes in emerging democracies. This paper would contribute to the broader discourse on digital politics by offering the 
impact of social media on political mobilization and engagement and empowering and disruptive effects.

Social Media in Shaping the Socio-Political Movements in India: #MeToo Movement and the Farmers Protests 
Mariyam Shajil, Research Scholar, Department of International Relations, Peace and Public Policy, St Joseph’s University, Bengaluru(Karnataka) 

Poornima Sogarwal, Research Scholar, Department of International Relations, Peace and Public Policy, St Joseph’s University, Bengaluru (Karnataka)

Social media is increasingly becoming a space for people to engage in public discourse. In India, the #MeToo movement and the Farmers Protests both were able to gain 
traction and mobilize public opinion through social media. However, both the movements, while using the same tools to amplify their voices, differed in their reach, 
impact and outcomes. The #MeToo movement was a global movement mostly driven by urban educated women and focused on the issue of gender equality and sexual 
harassment, particularly against women. On the other hand, the farmers’ protests were a national issue, driven by farmers in rural areas and focused on agricultural 
laws that affected their livelihoods. This paper aims to understand how digital activism differs for different types of movements through the #MeToo movement and the 
farmers’ protests. It also seeks to analyze and compare how social media was able to mobilize public opinion and lastly, this study examines how social media was able 
to impact the reach and outcomes of both the movements. 

PANEL - 12
POLITICAL ACTIVISM IN INDIA: SOCIO- POLITICAL MOVEMENTS, PROTEST AND ADVOCACY

From Regional Action to National Reform: A Study on Empowering Women in India’s Film Industry through The Policy and Political Intervention
Amal Hussain, MA Student, Department of Public Administration, Rajiv Gandhi National Institute of Youth Development, Chandigarh

This study explores the Hema Committee report’s role in addressing gender-related challenges in the Indian film industry, with a focus on Kerala’s political actions. The 
Kerala government initiated the Hema Committee to investigate and propose solutions to problems faced by women in the film industry, such as sexual harassment, 
pay disparities, and unsafe working conditions. To address these systemic problems, the report emphasises the necessity of a tribunal and thorough regulations. Kerala’s 
strategy is a crucial illustration of how regional administrations can carry out structural changes to encourage and enable women in the sector. This study also looks 
at how comparable regulations may be implemented throughout the Indian film industry to give women’s workplaces more safety and equity. The research proposes 
a national framework that prioritises co-ordinated government actions to promote gender equality and systemic reform, taking inspiration from Kerala’s political 
involvement. This case study demonstrates how political actions can change the way the film industry operates, empower women, and create a model for wider reform 
throughout India.

Youth Activism and Political Change in South-East Asia
Asmi Patnaik, Research Scholar, Department of International Relations, Peace Studies and Journalism, St. Joseph University, Bengaluru (Karnataka)

Tiara Marie Warjri, Research Scholar, department of International Relations, Peace Studies and Journalism, St. Joseph University, Bengaluru (Karnataka).

Youth Activism in Southeast Asia has gained significant global recognition, driven by an active and growing youth population, showcasing the influence of young people 
in spearheading social and political change. Movements like the 1998 Reform asi movement in Indonesia and the People Power Revolution in the Philippines have 
inspired contemporary youth movements including the pan-Asian Milk Tea Alliance against authoritarianism and Myanmar’s Civil Disobedience Movement advocating 
for human rights. The advent of youth-centric political parties and the prominence of young political leaders highlight the increasing political engagement of South Asia’s 
youth. Social media has become a significant medium for mobilization, allowing youth to spread awareness and engage and initiate protests through the effectiveness of 
digital activism versus ongoing traditional practices. The prevailing challenges involved in youth movements include government repression, internal divisions, and the 
impact of socioeconomic conditions on political engagement. Additionally, the intersection of gender, ethnic, and socioeconomic identities adds to these complexities, 
with issues like feminism and LGBTQIA+ rights gaining significant prominence. As youth continue to drive political change, their potential to shape Southeast Asia’s 
future, supported by international alliances, remains a powerful force for transformation.

The Demand and Protest in Ladakh: A Quest for Constitutional Safeguard
Gurmath Lotos, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, University of Delhi, Delhi

This paper delves into the social unrest in the region, the rationale behind the protest, and the demands of the people of Ladakh, since the bifurcation of the state of Jammu 
and Kashmir into two Union Territories. Ladakh UT without legislature and Jammu and Kashmir my focus here is Ladakh. Initially, when Ladakh was declared UT status 
particularly the Buddhist community expressed joy for achieving their long dream, and the demand was finally met. Sooner Ladakhis realised that in this new UT, there 
was no provision for cultural identity and environmental protection for the region, subsequently, people started to worry about the future of Ladakh, especially culture, 
land, jobs, etc. Now Ladakhis demand a constitutional safeguard in the line of the Sixth Scheduled for the region’s protection. The central question of this paper is how 
the government accommodates and handles the protests and demands of Ladakh. Ladakh is located in the North Western Himalayas and is topographically described as a 
‘cold desert’, and difficult terrain to survive. The region shares the border with two enemy nations in East China and West Pakistan. The region has a strategic significance 
that can’t be compromised and needs to be handled meticulously to give a sense of protection to people who live adjacent to the border. Hence, Ladakh is a sensitive 
territory in terms of security and ecology. This paper tries to understand the underlying facades that led to the mass movement and protest in the region and underscores 
Ladakh’s core demand. The methodology of this paper is a mixed method or approach to analyze the ongoing protest in the region.

Child Marriage in Assam Key: Trends and Contributing Factors
Rimpy Deori, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, North-Eastern Hill University, Shillong (Meghalaya)
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The United Nations defines child marriage as “any formal marriage or informal union between a child under the age of 18 and an adult or another child. It is recognized 
as a human rights violation and a form of sexual and gender-based violence. Child marriage acts as both a cause and consequence of social and economic vulnerability, 
leading to adverse health outcomes that hinder the full potential of both boys and girls. In India, child marriage persists as a traditional practice, especially in communities 
following customary practices. States like Assam, Bihar, Jharkhand, Tripura, and West Bengal have the highest rates of child marriage. In Assam, it was reported that 32 
percent of women aged 20-24 were married before 18 from 2019 to 2021. Despite the implementation of various laws and recent arrests, child marriage still occurs in 
Assam’s rural areas, predominantly among impoverished families with limited educational access. This paper aims to analyse child marriage in Assam by interpreting 
pertinent statistics and exploring the contributing factors.

An Overview of the Chipko Movement’s: Impact and Relevance Over the Past 50 Years
Shiwani Pandey, Maharshi Kanad Post-Doctoral Fellow, Institution of Eminence, University of Delhi, Delhi 

The Chipko movement has a vital impact and relevance in the environment protection and conservation over the course of 50 years. Originated in the Indian Himalayan 
region in the 1970s, the Chipko movement emerged as a response to large-scale deforestation and the exploitation of forest resources. Led primarily by rural women, 
the movement employed non-violent resistance tactics, such as tree-hugging, to protect forests and advocate for ecological conservation. This present work throws light 
on historical overview, origin, and basic principles of the Chipko movement. It examines movement strategies and tactics in the context of environmental activism, 
emphasizing the importance of women’s participation and their role in challenging traditional gender norms. This paper explores the movement’s role in raising 
awareness about the importance of forests in maintaining ecological balance as well as influencing India’s forest policies. Furthermore, the research paper discusses 
the wider impact of the Chipko movement beyond the borders of India. It examines the movement’s contribution in shaping global environmental consciousness and 
inspiring similar grassroots movements around the world. With environmental challenges such as climate change and biodiversity loss reaching critical levels, the 
movement’s principles of sustainable development and community participation remain relevant today. Ultimately, this research paper provides a comprehensive 
analysis of the Chipko movement, highlighting its long-lasting impact and relevance as a transformative environmental and social movement.

Political Activism and Land Use Conflict in Amaravati, Andhra Pradesh
S. Prabhu Teja, Research Scholar, Department of Political science, Assam University, Silchar (Assam) 

The transformation of Amravati, envisioned as a Greenfield capital city in Andhra Pradesh, ignited a decade-long trajectory of protests, reflecting significant themes 
in political activism, land use conflicts, and socio-economic change in India. This study examines two major phases of resistance: the initial protests against the Land 
Pooling Scheme (LPS) under the Telugu Desam Party (TDP), centered on land rights and compensation, and the subsequent protests against the three-capital proposal 
by the YSR Congress Party (YSRCP), fueled by political disillusionment and socio-economic disenfranchisement. Through a comprehensive analysis of secondary data, 
the research applies social movement theories—including Resource Mobilization and Political Process to contextualize the Amravati protests within broader discussions 
of land grabbing and neoliberal policies in India. The findings reveal the complexity of political mobilization and legal challenges illustrating how these protests have 
influenced land use policies and development strategies in the region. This Paper concludes with a set of recommendations with regards to the critical need for inclusive 
and participatory approaches to land governance, ensuring the protection of vulnerable communities and prioritizing environmental sustainability. By linking the 
Amaravati protests to the literature on land acquisition and dispossession, the paper contributes to a deeper understanding of the intersection between political activism 
and land use conflicts in contemporary India.

Tamil Nadu’s Political Landscape: A History of Movements and Activism
Dr. E. Selvaraj, Assistant Professor and Head, Department of Political Science, Saraswathi Narayanan Arts and Science College, Madurai (Tamil Nadu)

Tamil Nadu’s political landscape is characterized by a rich history of movements and activism that have shaped the state’s socio-political fabric. From the early 20th 
century to the present day, Tamil Nadu has been a hotbed of political and social change, driven by a series of movements that have sought to address issues of caste, 
language, identity, and social justice. The Dravidian movement stands at the forefront of Tamil Nadu’s political history. Emerging as a response to the dominance of 
Brahmins and the imposition of Hindi in the early 20th century, this movement championed the cause of non-Brahmin communities and Tamil linguistic pride. Led by 
figures like E.V. Ramasamy (Periyar), the Dravidian movement advocated for social reform, caste equality, and the upliftment of marginalized groups. It gave rise to 
powerful political entities such as the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) and the All-India Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (AIADMK), which have dominated 
Tamil Nadu’s political landscape for decades. In addition to the Dravidian movement, Tamil Nadu has witnessed the rise of other significant socio-political movements. 
The Dalit movement, for instance, has been a crucial force in challenging caste-based oppression and advocating for the rights of Dalit communities. Similarly, feminist 
activism in the state has worked towards achieving gender equality and addressing issues related to women’s rights and empowerment. Environmental activism has also 
played a prominent role in Tamil Nadu’s political discourse, particularly in recent years. Movements against large-scale industrial projects that threaten local ecosystems 
and communities have mobilized public support and brought attention to the need for sustainable development. Tamil Nadu’s political landscape is thus a complex 
tapestry woven with the threads of various movements that have fought for social justice, equality, and the preservation of cultural identity. These movements have not 
only influenced the state’s governance and policies but have also contributed to broader national debates on issues such as federalism, language rights, and social reforms. 
In conclusion, the history of movements and activism in Tamil Nadu highlights the state’s unique position as a leader in social and political change within India. The 
legacy of these movements continues to resonate in the state’s political and cultural spheres, making Tamil Nadu a vital player in the ongoing struggle for social justice 
and equality in the country.

Evolving Dynamics of Social Movements in India: A Critical Study
 Dr. Vakil Taj Sheikh, Associate Professor & HoD., Department of Political Science, Taywade College, Nagpur (Maharashtra)

Social movements and India have a well-established relationship, which is not new to the world. In the pre-independence era, India’s history records numerous social 
movements addressing various social issues. Early social movements, particularly from the pre-independence period, were led by farmers and tribal communities, who 
organized protests at different levels to free themselves from the exploitation and oppression of landlords and moneylenders. The rise of these movements in India can be 
seen even before British rule. When considering Indian social movements, they can be broadly divided into two categories. The first is the traditional social movements, 
which primarily include movements by Laborers, Tribals, Farmers, Women, etc., along with the broader national movements. The second category includes the new 
social movements, whose nature has significantly transformed in recent times. The movements of indigenous communities in India, such as the Birsa Munda movement, 
the Santhal movement, the Naga movement, and the Bodo movement, are still remembered by Indians. Indians organized several movements to free themselves from 
British slavery, making the movements and their leaders immortal in history. The national movement led by the entire Indian society against British rule is considered 
the largest social movement in India’s history. The concept of a social movement refers to a demand made to the government or ruling authority for the greater social 
good. Social movements are typically organized with a specific objective, and once that objective is achieved, these movements dissolve. However, in recent times, 
the nature of these social movements has changed completely. Modern social movements do not disappear after achieving their goals; instead, the leaders of these 
movements ensure that they do not end. They keep the issues alive, constantly pressuring state or sometimes central governments through these movements. Such social 
movements are increasingly becoming more leader-centric rather than being focused on societal welfare. If we look at some important recent movements in India, we 
can note the demand for separate states in various regions, Anna Hazare’s movement for the Right to Information Act, and the movement led by Anna Hazare and his 
associates in Delhi for the passage of the Lokpal Bill, which no one can forget. It was after this movement that the era of Arvind Kejriwal began, and today India has a 
prominent political leader in Arvind Kejriwal, along with a significant political party. The ongoing Maratha agitation in Maharashtra also started as a social movement, 
but the way Manoj Jarange Patil has taken a strong stance against the government suggests that his objective is leaning more toward political goals. This research article 
will analyse the various social movements in India across different periods and the changing nature of modern social movements. It will explore how, in recent times, 
social movements have become the easiest route to entering politics, the reasons behind this, and who is responsible for it. All these questions will be addressed in this 
research article.
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Political Activism and Agrarian Movements in India: A Study of Socio-Political Dynamics in Agriculture
Jyoti Thakur, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar (Punjab)

Dr Nirmal Singh, Research Supervisor, Department of Political Science, Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar (Punjab)

This research paper examines the intricate relationship between political activism and agrarian movements in India, focusing on how socio-political dynamics shape 
advocacy and policy changes in rural agriculture. Indian agriculture, which sustains a significant portion of the population, has historically been intertwined with various 
forms of political activism, including farmer protests, land rights movements, and socio-political advocacy. The study aims to explore the evolution of major agrarian 
movements, their impact on agricultural policies, and the socio-political factors that drive these movements.Using a qualitative research methodology, the study draws 
on case studies of key agrarian movements such as the Telangana Peasant Struggle, the Bhartiya Kisan Union (BKU) protests, and the 2020 farmer protests against 
the new farm laws. The research identifies critical factors such as economic distress, social inequalities, and regional disparities as key drivers of agrarian activism. 
It also highlights the significant influence of these movements in shaping agricultural policies, from land reforms to minimum support price (MSP) regulations.The 
findings underscore the vital role that political activism plays in advocating for the rights and welfare of farmers in India. However, the study also acknowledges the 
challenges faced by these movements, including government repression, internal divisions, and the changing socio-economic landscape. The paper concludes with 
recommendations for policymakers, activists, and agricultural stakeholders, emphasizing the need for sustained advocacy and inclusive policy reforms to address the 
ongoing challenges in Indian agriculture.

Tribal Advocacy in Maharashtra State: A Study of the Contribution of an NGO, AROEHAN (Action Related to the Organisation of Education, 
Health, Nutrition, and Governance) 

Ms. Kalpana Rajesh Kanke, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Fergusson College (Autonomous), Pune (Maharashtra)

Ms. Arati Khatu, Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, Fergusson College (Autonomous), Pune (Maharashtra)

Dr. Lata Dhende, Assistant Professor, Department of Economics, S.P. College, (Autonomous) Pune (Maharashtra)

The vitality of a society can be realized only through socio-political movements, protests, and public advocacy. AROEHAN is a tribal advocacy NGO, working in 
the field of issues related to tribal development, especially land rights, livelihoods, displacement, employment, self-governance (Gram Sabha), health and education, 
implementation of the PESA Act, and Gram Panchayat Development Plans (GPDP). AROEHAN is active mainly in Mokhada, Jawhar, Palghar, and Dahanu blocks of 
Palghar district. In the context of the historical background of the tribal community in Maharashtra, cultural diversity among tribes, statutory provisions and special 
laws for tribes, this research paper aims to carry out an assessment of the contribution of AROEHAN. Objectives of the study: To explain the concept of tribal advocacy, 
To study the role of AROEHAN in the implementation of PESA Act as well as the different government schemes related to the development of tribals, To understand 
the challenges faced by AROEHAN and suggest effective remedies for community development and sustainable practices in tribal areas. Research Methodology: The 
present study is based on the analysis of primary as well as secondary data. The sources of secondary data are annual reports, success stories and project reports published 
by AROEHAN. Interviews of eminent practitioners of tribal advocacy constitute the primary data for understanding the challenges and effective remedies in the same. 

Justice in the Post-Socialist Era: Understanding Contemporary Social Movements through Dalit Panther Movement
Sampath Banoth, MA, Department of Political Science, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi

Throughout history, the concept of justice has evolved, reflecting the changing values and socio-political structures of different eras. In the post-socialist era, critical 
theorist, Nancy Fraser, provides a framework for understanding justice that emphasizes both redistribution and recognition. Fraser’s theory challenges the traditional 
dichotomy between material and cultural forms of justice. For Fraser, the economic aspect of justice deals with economic disparities and seeks to rectify systemic 
imbalances that perpetuate poverty through transformative changes. Recognition, on the other hand, involves deconstructing and destabilizing the existing identities 
by adopting new identities as an antidote to cultural misrecognition. Has DPM effectively addressed the types of injustices faced by the Dalits? Is DPM succeeded in 
Addressing economic injustice, if yes then why is Marathas dominance over land intact? Does Buddhist principles addressed the cultural misrecognition of Dalits, if 
yes then why still caste humiliation and untouchability persists? What are the causes for the failure of DPM? Dalit Panthers manifesto defined Dalits as: Members of 
Scheduled Castes and Tribes, Neo Buddhists, the working people, the landless and poor peasants, women and caste Hindus, all those who are being exploited politically, 
economically and in the name of religion. But DPM considered social as the Pre-given, homogenous, monolithic notion of social. Is this led to many cleavages in 
Movement? In DPM, is it social which is guiding political or vice versa? Are these multiple socials under DPM, led to the failure of leadership in unifying all the 
oppressed under a single umbrella. Then what will be the solution to this problem? As Gopal guru and Sarukkai gives, the Buddhist concept of Maitri, they argue, Maitri 
in the ethical sense must be understood as an anchoring concept or bridge concept connecting different social groups with a sense of deep compassion and love for the 
members of such groups. Is this Maitri will unify all the oppressed against the injustices?

Rethinking Dominant Theoretical Explanations in Social Movement Studies: A Case study of Hindu-Right wing Movement in India since 2014
Sanjana K. Sitaraman, PhD Research Scholar, Centre for Political Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi

Theoretical paradigms of social movements have presumed the rational individual in a collectivity as the unit of analysis. Further, despite a cultural turn in the study of 
collective action, western theoretical explanations are generalised to study movements in different cultural contexts. This paper makes a strong case against these twin 
tendencies in movement studies by taking a case study of the contemporary Hindu right-wing movement since 2014. In doing so it presents two ambitious intertwined 
arguments- first, making meaning-making and symbolic action central to explanations on collective action, thereby according culture as an autonomous variable in 
determining the former’s nature; second, analysing how despite microsocial fragments of caste in Indian society the right-wing Hindutva movement has been able to 
appeal. This paper approaches the literature on social movements by reviewing three dominant theoretical explanations- Crowd theories, Resource mobilisation and New 
Social Movements with a critical lens to account for a culturally-sensitive study. Thus, through the paper a new model of social movement is proposed which sees an 
‘elective affinity’ between populism, social movement and social performance theory borrowed from Cultural sociology. It suggests that the current moment in Indian 
politics cannot be adequately substantiated without taking into account the ‘populist’ and ‘performative’ turn. This paper offers a rich interdisciplinary literature review 
to challenge dominant western episteme. 

Political Activism: Challenges and Opportunities
T. Natraj, Ph.D. Research Scholar, Department of Political Science & Public Administration, Annamalai University, Chidambaram (Tamil Nadu)

Dr. D. Sivakumar, Associate Professor, Department of Political Science & Public Administration, Annamalai University, Chidambaram (Tamil Nadu)

Political activism highlighting four key themes that have emerged over the last ten years. The first two themes are the growing recognition of the institutional context 
of formal rules for electoral turnout and the widespread erosion of party membership in established democracies and questions about its consequences. The last two 
themes, on the other hand, are the substantial revival of interest in voluntary associations and social trust spurred by theories of social capital and the expansion of 
diverse forms of cause-oriented types of activism. After briefly illustrating some of the literature that has developed around these themes, challenges of Political activism 
is discovering New Technologies knowing obstacles and stand to compete new comers and opportunities is developing and shaping new ideas, technologies easily 
identifies and capturing power.

Bodo Movement in Assam: Protest to Politics
Bikash Dihingia, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, North Lakhimpur University, Lakhimpur (Assam)

Demand for a separate and exclusive territorial arrangement or separate statehood based on ethnic identity is a common phenomenon in North-East India, where multiple 
ethnic groups have made different ethnic movements demanding separate territorial space based on ethnic identity. Assam is a north-eastern state of India that has had 
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tremendous experiences with different identity movements or separate statehood movements. One such oldest and longest movement is the Bodoland movement of 
Bodos in Assam. The Bodos are the largest plain tribe of Assam, and they have their own distinct identities, languages, cultures, and traditions. After the independence 
of India, they began to worry about how their unique identity would fit into a larger Assamese society. Therefore, they formed several student organizations, insurgency 
groups, etc. and started movements against the greater Assamese society and government of Assam to protect their ethnic identity. In response to their strong agitations, 
the central and state governments have signed different accords over different time periods. As a result of these treaties, the government of India has provided a 
constitutional safeguard for Bodos under the sixth schedule of the Indian constitution, but still their demands and aspirations remain unfulfilled. Therefore, in this 
particular research paper, the author intends to bring out a clear understanding of the long years’ agitations of Bodos to protect their ethnic identity and also to assess their 
movement based on both descriptive and analytical methods and the data should be collected from secondary sources like different books, published articles, government 
reports, news papers, magazines, etc.

Significance Social Movements in India in the Era of Globalisation.
Dr Gooru Sreeramulu, Senior Professor, Dept of Political Science, Gulbarga University, Kalaburagi (Karnataka)

Social movements in India have significant implications in the era of globalization, influencing various aspects of society, politics, and policy. Social movements 
in India play a crucial role in advancing human rights and social justice. Many social movements drive policy changes by bringing critical issues to the forefront of 
national discourse. The farmers’ protests against controversial agricultural laws highlighted the need for agricultural reform and influenced public debate and policy 
reconsideration. Social movements raise awareness about various issues and shape public opinion. For instance, movements against environmental degradation and 
pollution have heightened awareness about ecological issues and the need for sustainable practices.These movements provide a platform for marginalized communities 
to voice their concerns and demand their rights. The visibility of issues faced by Dalits, indigenous communities, and other marginalized groups has increased through the 
efforts of social movements. Indian social movements benefit from global networks and solidarity, gaining international support and attention. This global engagement 
can amplify their messages and exert pressure on local governments and institutions. Movements in India often blend global strategies with local contexts, creating 
hybrid forms of activism that address both international norms and specific local needs. This adaptability enhances their effectiveness and relevance. Social movements 
in India frequently face repression and challenges, including legal and physical crackdowns. Despite this, they demonstrate resilience and adaptability, finding new ways 
to organize and advocate for change. While movements may face fragmentation or co-optation, their ability to remain focused on core issues and adapt to changing 
contexts is vital for sustaining their impact and influence.

Agrarian Activism in India: A Study of Movement against New Farm Laws (2020)
Rahul Thainua, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Meerut College CCSU, Meerut, (UttarPradesh)

In today’s modern state, civil society is an important and integral subject, in which every class is represented directly or indirectly. Civil society can be indirectly 
divided into the producing and consuming classes. In developing countries, the peasant society is an important class, which includes both subjects like production and 
consumption. In its development journey, when a society, by producing surplus crops on fertile land, acquires capital for itself, acquires the ability to influence the 
investment and market systems, the political structure there. This research investigates the patterns and processes of agrarian activism in India, highlighting how political 
mobilization has become a pivotal tool for farmers in their struggle for economic justice and policy reform. Agrarian activism in India has deep roots, evolving over 
decades as farmers have sought to confront challenges such as inadequate pricing, land rights issues, and the pressures of neoliberal economic policies. The study traces 
the trajectory of key agrarian movements, including the rise of farmer unions, the impact of the Green Revolution, and the recent large-scale protests against agricultural 
laws. Through a detailed analysis of these movements, the research identifies the factors that facilitate effective political mobilization, such as leadership, organizational 
strategies, and the use of media. It also examines the interplay between grassroots activism and state responses, assessing how these dynamics shape policy changes and 
affect the broader political environment. The study concludes that agrarian activism in India is not only a response to immediate economic challenges but also a broader 
demand for political recognition and social justice, with significant implications for the future of rural development and democracy in the country.. The findings suggest 
that agrarian activism in India not only reflects the aspirations and grievances of the rural populace but also serves as a critical force in shaping the country’s agricultural 
policies and political landscape. This research contributes to the broader understanding of political mobilization in agrarian societies, offering insights into the challenges 
and potential pathways for addressing rural distress in India.

Social Activism in India’s Democracy: Issues and Challenges
Riya Tulika Pingua, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, St. Xavier’s College, Ranchi (Jharkhand)

Prof. Birendra Kr. Sinha Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, St. Xavier’s College, Ranchi (Jharkhand)

India’s vibrant democracy has historically been shaped by strong social activism. Social activism is a personal choice to influence public policies, laws, and practices, 
originating from the 18th century in India. It involves various socio-political movements, protests, and petitions, and has been campaigned by reformers like Raja Ram 
Mohan Roy and Pandita Ramabai. However, this activism faces significant challenges, including political interference, legal restrictions, lack of resources, social and 
cultural barriers, and limited institutional support. Despite these obstacles, activists continue to advocate for social justice and democratic values. The paper explores the 
history and complexity of social activism in India’s democratic context, providing insights into factors influencing its effectiveness and offering recommendations for 
policymakers and civil society organizations to promote positive change.

Student Activism in Manipur: An Analysis within Social Movement with Special Reference to the Territorial Integrity Movement, 2001
Mr. Athokpam Marconi Singh, Research Scholar, Department: Political Science, Manipur University, Canchipur (Manipur)

Students globally have always been at the forefront of many popular social movements, offering powerful protests, fresh perspectives and innovative solutions to 
social issues, thereby challenging the status quo and fostering progressive change. Manipur, a state in North-eastern India, has witnessed social movements due to a 
complex interplay of historical, ethnic, economic, and socio-political factors. However, no such movement has occurred without the active involvement of students. The 
Territorial Integrity Movement, popularly known as the June Uprising, was the largest social movement in Manipur. The Uprising occurred in June 2001 as a response 
to the extension of the ceasefire between the Government of India and the National Socialist Council of Nagaland (Isak-Muivah) (NSCN-IM), a Naga insurgent group, 
without territorial limits. The ceasefire had been enforced since 1997, and its jurisdiction was limited to the state of Nagaland. In June 2001, the ceasefire was extended 
‘without territorial limits,’ causing apprehension among the people of Manipur, especially the Meiteis (a dominant ethnic group). They were concerned that the extension 
of the ceasefire might result in the integration of Naga-inhabited regions of Manipur into a Nagalim or Greater Nagaland, thereby posing a threat to the territorial integrity 
of Manipur. Following the announcement of the ceasefire extension, widespread protests erupted in Manipur, particularly in the Imphal city. They escalated into violence, 
with protestors attacking state government offices, including the Manipur State Assembly building. The actions of security personnel also resulted in the deaths of many 
protestors. In this Uprising, students under two organisations, the All Manipur Students’ Union (AMSU) and the Manipuri Students’ Federation (MSF), played a pivotal 
role in mobilising people, leading protests, and advocating for the state’s territorial integrity. In addition, they tied up with many civil society groups and Meira Paibi 
(women torchbearers) organisations to maintain the momentum of the movement until the very end. In light of this framework, the present paper aims to examine the 
roles of students and their organisations in the June Uprising, emphasising their organised strength in shaping the socio-political issues in Manipur.

Democratization Process and Madiga Reservation Porata Samithi Movement
Dr. Sankineni Venkataiah, Assistant Professor & Head, Department of Political Science, Kakatiya University, Warangal (Telangana)

The MRPS was established on 7 June 1994 in a village Eedumudi of Naguluppdu Mandal in Prakasam District of Andhra Pradesh with 13 members of Madiga youth. 
The founder of Madiga Reservation Porata Samithi (MRPS) is Manda Krishna Madiga. The Madiga Reservation Porata Samithi is a community organisation of Madigas, 
one of the biggest scheduled castes in Telangana and Andhra Pradesh proclaiming for reservations. The Madiga Reservation Porata Samithi (MRPS) was conceived with 
an ideology of liberation of Madigas, categorisation of SC reservation in order to provide the fruits of reservations equally for all those who are included in the list of 
scheduled castes. After conducting regional meetings, it formed the wings like Madiga Employees Federation (MEF), Madiga Students Federation (MSF), Madiga Yuva 
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Sena(MYS) and Madiga Mahila Samkya(MMS) and made itself as powerful organisation and worked relentless and organized different public meetings, rallies, meeting 
of Political parties and political leaders to get political support for reservations sub-classification with constitutional process and achieved sub-classification in 1999 it 
continued up to2004 but it was struck down by Usha Mehra Commission later continued with the association of different Associations and Political Parties and now it 
has been facilitated by the Supreme Court of India with its judgement.

Political Activism in India: Socio-Political Movements, Protests, and Advocacy
Dr. Chandrasing Dagesing Rajput, Assistant Professor, M S G. College, Malegaon (Maharashtra)

Political activism in India has a rich and complex history, characterized by a myriad of socio-political movements, protests, and advocacy efforts that have shaped 
the nation’s democratic fabric. This study delves into the diverse forms of political activism in India, exploring both historical and contemporary movements. From 
the struggle for independence led by figures like Mahatma Gandhi, which employed non-violent civil disobedience, to the more recent anti-corruption movements 
spearheaded by leaders such as Anna Hazare, the landscape of Indian activism reflects a persistent pursuit of justice, equality, and political reform. Key socio-political 
movements, including the Dalit movement for caste equality, the feminist movement advocating for women’s rights, and the environmental campaigns aiming to 
preserve India’s natural resources, are examined for their impact and evolution. The study also addresses the role of technology and social media in modern activism, 
facilitating widespread mobilization and raising global awareness about local issues. Moreover, the research highlights the challenges faced by activists, including state 
repression, legal hurdles, and socio-cultural barriers. By analyzing case studies and employing a multidisciplinary approach, this abstract provides a comprehensive 
overview of the mechanisms, successes, and setbacks of political activism in India. It underscores the enduring significance of civic engagement and collective action in 
the ongoing quest for a more equitable and just society. 

Radical Movement In India: A study on Radical Movement in Odisha
Monaliza Pradhan, Lecturer in Political Science, Charigarh Degree Mahavidyalaya, Telkoi, Keonjhar (Odisha) 

Movement do not arise in vacuum. They are rooted in the objective condition of life & respond to the deep seated frustration of the people with the existing social, 
economic & political order, its institutions and practices and the notion of development, participation and government which they challenge and seek to change. Likewise 
movement in India particularly in Odisha emerged due to wide spread disparity between rich and poor and exploitation of poor by rich. ‘Movement’ derived from the 
Latin word ‘movere’ which means a series of organized activities of people working unitedly towards some goal. In other words it is an organized effort by supporters of 
a common goal. On the other hand, social movement believes in to bring in certain social institutions an entirely new order. Social movement mobilize the participants 
to seek redressal of a grievance or to struggle for specific goals or objectives, it may and may not involve violent action. Social movement may be various types like 
reform movement, radical movement, innovation movement, conservative movement, group-focused movement, individual- focused movement, peaceful focused 
movement, violent movement, global movement, local movement, old movement, new movement etc. Radical movement believes in total change of the prevailing 
system. Generally its participants are revolutionary in nature. They adopt violence against others to achieve their goal. ‘Radical movement’ emerged during the tension 
between American colonies & the Great Britain.

Nirmal Mahato: The Trailblazing Leader who sparked the separate Jharkhand Movement 
Prabhat Kumar, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Ranchi University (Jharkhand)

Separate Jharkhand Movement was itself a Politics of Dissent in India. Base of the movement was to separate Tribal based lands of Jharkhand from Bihar. Then CM of 
Bihar Lalu Prasad Yadav was furious of this movement and used to say that separate Jharkhand state will be made over his dead body. Police used to commit atrocities 
on agitational activities.Hundreds of people sacrificed their lives for the formation of Jharkhand state. There were many big leaders who gave impetus to the movement 
for a separate Jharkhand state. One such leader was Nirmal Mahato. Nirmal Mahato is no longer in this world. He was just 37 years old when Nirmal Mahato was shot 
dead in Jamshedpur city. At such a young age, Nirmal Mahato had proved his leadership skills .Nirmal Mahato was a brave soldier of Jharkhand Mukti Morcha. He 
had also proved his leadership ability. Within just 4 years of joining Jharkhand Mukti Morcha (JMM), he became the president of this party. Nirmal Mahto’s leadership 
ability can be gauged from the fact that he replaced Binod Bihari Mahto in JMM.Yes, in just four years he had travelled from being an ordinary JMM worker to the party 
president. Born on 25 December 1950 in Ulian village of East Singhbhum district, Nirmal Mahato’s father’s name was Jagbandhu Mahato. His mother’s name was Priya 
Bala.Born in a very ordinary family, this unusual child studied up to matriculation from Jamshedpur Workers Union High School. After this, he completed his graduation 
from Co-operative College Jamshedpur. The financial condition of the family was not good. Therefore, he had to teach tuition to children to meet the expenses of his 
studies .After completing his studies, Nirmal Mahato joined JMM on 15 December 1980 at the behest of Shailendra Mahato, a big leader of East Singhbhum at that 
time. Within just four years of joining the party, he got the top post in the party. Circumstances became such that someone else had to be elected as the President of JMM 
instead of the then strong leader Binod Bihari Mahato. At that time, party saw Nirmal Mahato as the president of JMM. Nirmal Mahato was appointed the president of 
the party. After assuming the post of JMM president, Nirmal Mahato conceived the idea of   a student union. He was also the founder of the All Jharkhand Students Union 
(AJSU). AJSU fought the decisive battle of the separate Jharkhand movement. Nirmal Mahato, who was a full-time politician, was also a social worker. He used to 
inspire people to ban alcohol. He used to run continuous campaigns against those who made alcohol. Nirmal did not have a single rupee in his pocket, even then he used 
to help others. Nirmal Mahato, who led a movement against moneylenders, played an important role in the movement for a separate state of Jharkhand. Nirmal Mahato 
led a movement for Jharkhand and against moneylenders. He became the President for the first time in the meeting of JMM Central Committee in Bokaro on 6 April 
1984. After that, Nirmal Mahato was elected President of Jharkhand Mukti Morcha for the second time in the second Central General Conference on 28 April 1986. He 
remained the President of JMM till the end of his life.

Justice in the Post-Socialist Era: Understanding Contemporary Social Movements through Dalit Panther Movement
Sampath Banoth, MA in Political Science, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi

Throughout history, the concept of justice has evolved, reflecting the changing values and socio-political structures of different eras. In the post-socialist era, critical 
theorist, Nancy Fraser, provides a framework for understanding justice that emphasizes both redistribution and recognition. Fraser’s theory challenges the traditional 
dichotomy between material and cultural forms of justice. For Fraser, the economic aspect of justice deals with economic disparities and seeks to rectify systemic 
imbalances that perpetuate poverty through transformative changes. Recognition, on the other hand, involves deconstructing and destabilizing the existing identities by 
adopting new identities as an antidote to cultural misrecognition. I argue, Fraser’s framework is relevant to understand contemporary social movements such as Anti- 
caste, Anti-Racist, Gender, and LGBTQ community rights movements because of the bivalency of these identities. In this paper, first I will materialize Fraser’s idea 
of justice, through the Dalit panther movement (DPM) of Maharashtra. For Fraser, DPM is demanded for redistribution (based on Marxist principles) and recognition 
(based on Buddhist principles). DPM challenged two injustices by demanding remedies, the first is socioeconomic injustice, rooted in the political-economic structure 
of caste system. It exploited the labor of Dalits, led to economic marginalization and deprivation of Dalit’s. The second kind of injustice is cultural, rooted in social 
patterns of representation and interpretation. Historically Dalits are culturally dominated, misrecognized by the caste Hindus .Has DPM effectively addressed the types 
of injustices faced by the Dalits? Is DPM succeeded in Addressing economic injustice, if yes then why is Marathas dominance over land intact? Does Buddhist principles 
addressed the cultural misrecognition of Dalits, if yes then why still caste humiliation and untouchability persists? What are the causes for the failure of DPM? Dalit 
Panthers manifesto defined Dalit’s as: Members of Scheduled Castes and Tribes, Neo Buddhists, the working people, the landless and poor peasants, women and caste 
Hindus, all those who are being exploited politically, economically and in the name of religion. But DPM considered social as the Pre-given, homogenous, monolithic 
notion of social. Is this led to many cleavages in Movement? In DPM, is it social which is guiding political or vice versa?

PANEL - 13
DIGITAL DEMOCRACY AND E- GOVERNANCE IN INDIA

Digital Democracy and E-Governance in India
Dr. S. Sundararajan, Associate Professor, Department of Public Administration, Government Arts College Coimbatore (Tamilnadu)
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In recent years, India has witnessed significant advancements in digital democracy and e- governance, reflecting broader global trends towards the digitization of public 
administration and participatory governance. Digital democracy in India involves leveraging technology to enhance citizen engagement, transparency, and inclusivity 
in democratic processes. in and the use of social media platforms for political discourse exemplify efforts to make democratic participation more accessible and 
interactive. However, challenges such as digital divides and misinformation continue to affect the effectiveness of these platforms. Digital democracy and e-governance 
are transforming India’s democratic processes and governance. Digital democracy enables participation, representation, and transparency through online voting systems, 
citizen engagement platforms, and social media. E-governance improves service delivery, efficiency, and transparency through digital infrastructure, online portals, 
digital identity systems, and data- driven governance. E-governance in India focuses on improving the efficiency, transparency, and accessibility of government services 
through digital means. Key initiatives include the development of digital infrastructure like Bharat Net, online service portals such as e-District and UMANG, and the 
Aadhaar biometric identification system. These advancement streamlines service delivery, reduce bureaucratic delays, and combat corruption. This abstract reviews 
the current state of digital democracy and e-governance in India, highlighting the transformative potential of digital technologies while acknowledging the persistent 
challenges. Addressing these challenges will be crucial for realizing the full potential of digital democracy and e-governance in fostering a more inclusive and efficient 
governance system in India.

Technological Development and Digital Democracy 
Padmja Ranga, Research Scholar, Faculty of Social Science and Humanities, Pacific Academy of Higher Education and Research University, Udaipur (Rajasthan)

Since we are living in the era of technological development and there is excessive growth of internet thus the means of communication have increased by the incorporation 
of Electronic Media for mass communication. In the fourth Industrial Revolution there is extensive use of computer and new domain has been developed that is known as 
“Artificial Intelligence”. In this advanced technological era internet of things, cloud technology, cyber physical system, gamification are playing important role, but the 
basis of all this digital communication is the digital literacy. The new generation have easy access to all the electronic devices and e-learners in India are increasing day 
by day. The digital literacy have data literacy, information literacy, visual literacy and media literacy, it is useful for accessing social, ethical, political issues therefore 
it plays an important role in digital democracy. The information and communication technology have digital impact on democracy and so a new word has come into 
existence which is known as Digital Democracy. The present paper deals with the correlation between digital literacy and digital democracy. 

Building a Digital State: TNeGA’s Impact and Potential: An Analysis
Pranavi K R, B.A. Political Science, Kumaraguru College of Liberal Arts and Science, Coimbatore (Tamilnadu)

Kavya S, B.A. Political Science, Kumaraguru College of Liberal Arts and Science, Coimbatore (Tamilnadu)

This study examines the implementation and impact of e-governance initiatives in Tamil Nadu, India, as a microcosm for understanding the potential of digital 
democracy in achieving the Viksit Bharat 2047 vision. Through a qualitative approach, the research analyzes the key e-governance project in Tamil Nadu: the Tamil 
Nadu e-Governance Agency (TNeGA). The study employs document analysis and examination of government reports. It explores the strategies employed, challenges 
encountered, and outcomes achieved in terms of improved service delivery and citizen engagement. Findings reveal Tamil Nadu’s innovative approaches to digital 
governance, including its pioneering use of blockchain technology and citizen-centric service design. The research identifies critical success factors and areas for 
improvement, proposing a scalable framework for other Indian states. Recommendations include strategies for enhancing digital literacy, ensuring inclusive access, and 
integrating emerging technologies into e-governance platforms. This study provides valuable insights for policymakers and practitioners across India, offering a roadmap 
for leveraging Tamil Nadu’s experiences to foster a more participatory and efficient governance model by 2047. 

E-governance in Madhya Pradesh: Convenience and Inconvenience
Dr Sonal Khare, Assistant Professor, Political Science, State Project Directorate, Bhopal (Madhya Pradesh)

E-governance has been widely adopted across India to enhance public service delivery, streamline administrative processes, and foster transparency to ensure good 
governance. The state has been the first to implement the Guarantee of Public Service Delivery Act and recognised digital initiatives. This research paper will examine the 
implementation and impact of e-governance initiatives in Madhya Pradesh, a state with diverse socio-economic, educational, geographic, social and resource challenges. 
The study will be a mixed-methods approach, including analysing surveys, govt. reports, and experiences to evaluate both the conveniences and inconveniences 
experienced by citizens and government officials. The paper will explain that e-governance has significantly improved accessibility and efficiency in service delivery, 
but it has also highlighted several issues, such as digital literacy disparities, lack of awareness, documentation necessities, transparency, infrastructural limitations, and 
bureaucratic inertia. This paper provides an analysis of these dual aspects, offering insights into how e-governance can be optimized to better serve the needs of all 
stakeholders in Madhya Pradesh. The results aim to inform policymakers and practitioners about strategies and solutions to mitigate the inconveniences while leveraging 
the benefits of e-governance for enhanced governance and citizen engagement.

Kautilya’s Arthashastra Vision of Good Governance in India 
Dr. Manoj Kumar Tripathi, Associate Professor & Head, Department of Liberal Arts & Humanities, Swami Vivekanand Subharti University, Meerut (Uttar Pradesh)

In recent years, a good number of works has been done on the issues of good governance. Good governance is a term has become an agenda of almost all development 
institutions. Good governance has different connotations to different organizations. But Kautilya’s Arthashastra is an epochal treatise dealing with the art of government, 
its functionality, the duties and responsibilities of the king and his ministers and above all the concerns of his subjects. Arthashastra is the masterwork of India’s greatest 
statesman-philosopher, Kautilya. Kautilya appropriates a philosophy of governance that fundamentally aims at Yogakhsema of the people to be achieved through 
Sushashan (Good Governance), able and stable leadership. Good governance is a recent term, but it has been around since the time human society evolved. Arthashastra 
is the most clear, scientific and detailed treatise on Indian politics, through which the introduction of contemporary political ideas and institutions is obtained. The 
principles of governance and statesmanship developed and established by Arthashastra were followed by many rulers of ancient India. In order to clarify the public 
welfare form of the state, Kautilya has presented a comprehensive outline of the responsibilities of the government, and in all contexts moral, social and economic, 
the government has to be fully dedicated and active for the welfare of the subjects. The glory of Kautilya lies in the fact that he has made the principles included in his 
Arthashastra such that they are relevant and useful even today. Good governance means formulation of good policies and their efficient implementation. My research 
paper presents a snapshot of some of his views on good governance and explores the various aspects of good governance reflected in Kautilya’s Arthashastra.

Rekindling the Athenian Dream: Exploring Digital Democracy’s Promise and Perils in 21st Century India
Sai Vanapalli, Reeasearch Scholar, Center for Political Studies, School of Social Science, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi

India’s quinquennial electoral spectacle, involving 900 million voters, epitomizes the world’s largest democracy. Yet, post-election, citizens often feel alienated from 
the democratic process, a far cry from the direct participation seen in ancient Athens. This paper examines the potential of digital platforms to bridge this gap, ushering 
in a new era of citizen engagement in Indian democracy. We trace democracy’s evolution from its Athenian roots (Democracy 1.0) through representative systems 
(Democracy 2.0) to the emerging digital democracy (Democracy 3.0). The study focuses on how Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) are reshaping 
India’s political landscape, particularly in light of the 2024 general elections. Drawing parallels between the Athenian agora and modern digital platforms, we analyze 
how big data analytics, artificial intelligence, and blockchain technology can rekindle citizen participation. The paper explores global examples of digital democracy 
initiatives and their applicability to India’s unique socio-political context. Our research investigates the transformative impact of social media on Indian election 
campaigns since 2014, and how it has altered political strategies and citizen engagement. We critically assess the potential of digital platforms to create a virtual space 
where every citizen’s voice can be heard, effectively bringing the electorate back into the democratic process. By examining the interplay between technological 
advancements and India’s democratic institutions, this study aims to contribute to the ongoing discourse on revitalizing citizen participation and reimagining the social 
contract in the digital age. 
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Empowering Voices: The Role of Civil Society in Strengthening India’s Digital Democracy
Dr. Savita Sagar, Assistant Professor, DESS, NIE, NCERT, New Delhi 

The emergence of digital technologies has substantially transformed the role and influence of civil society in India’s evolving democratic landscape. This article explores 
the dynamic relationship between civil society and digital democracy in India. This examines how digital platforms have empowered diverse voices, enabled grassroots 
movements, and enhanced civic engagement. It probes into the apparatuses through which civil society organizations influence digital tools to advocate for social justice, 
transparency, and policy change. However, addressing the issues of digital divisions, misinformation, and state monitoring is also necessary. Through case studies of 
prominent digital campaigns and initiatives such as the Net Neutrality campaign and Digital Rights and Privacy Movements, the paper exemplifies the transformative 
potential of digital democracy in fostering a more inclusive and participatory governance model in India. The Indian government has also played an important role 
in advancing digital democracy through various programs like MyGov platform, aimed at improving E-Governance and citizen engagement. It also discusses the 
constraints and hazards associated with digitalizing civic spaces, providing insights into how civil society might overcome these obstacles and effectively contribute to 
the democratic process. Subsequently, the paper contends that, while digital democracy in India has great potential, continuous efforts are required to guarantee that the 
voices of all citizens, particularly marginalized communities, are heard and respected in the digital public sphere.

E-Governance in India: Opportunities and Challenges
Dr. A. Rajeshwer, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Telangana Mahila Viswavidyalayam, Hyderabad (Telangana)

The advent of e-governance in India has transformed the way citizens interact with the government, offering a plethora of opportunities for efficient, transparent, and 
citizen-centric services. However, despite significant progress, e-governance initiatives in India face numerous challenges. This paper explores the opportunities and 
challenges of e-governance in India, including the potential for improved service delivery, enhanced citizen engagement, and increased transparency and accountability. 
The challenges discussed include infrastructure constraints, digital divide, cyber security concerns, and the need for institutional capacity building. The paper also 
highlights the role of emerging technologies like artificial intelligence, block chain, and the Internet of Things (IoT) in shaping the future of e-governance in India. 
By examining the opportunities and challenges, this paper aims to provide insights for policymakers, practitioners, and researchers to harness the full potential of 
e-governance in India.

The Role of E-Governance in Achieving Viksit Bharat: A Critical Analysis
Dr. Amit Kumar Yadav, Assistant Professor, Dept. of Public Administration, University of Rajasthan, Jaipur (Rajasthan)

Siddharth Rathore, Research Scholar, Dept. of Public Administration, University of Rajasthan, Jaipur (Rajasthan)

E-governance has emerged as a critical facilitator in India’s quest for “Viksit Bharat” (Developed India), where technology-driven governance changes are required for 
inclusive and long-term progress. The paper explores the role of e-governance in achieving Viksit Bharat, with a particular emphasis on the Digital India program, which 
launched in 2015. The study examines how significant projects such as Direct Benefit Transfer to the beneficiaries through the JAM trinity, DigiLocker, BharatNet, and 
UMANG have altered public service delivery, increased transparency, and empowered individuals nationwide. The paper emphasizes the importance of e-governance in 
enhancing government efficiency, eliminating corruption, and increasing citizens participation in governance. However, it observes that obstacles such as the problem of 
digital divide, cybersecurity concerns, cyber literacy and institutional opposition impede the full fulfilment of e-governance potential. By tackling these difficulties and 
continuing to invest in digital infrastructure and literacy, India may speed up its progress toward becoming a developed country. This paper emphasizes the relevance of 
e-governance as a pillar of Viksit Bharat’s bigger vision, demonstrating its ability to alter governance and drive socioeconomic success in the digital era. 

The Role of E-governance in Enhancing Local Governance and Rural Development in Tribal Areas of India.
Bongmili Kropi, Assistant Professor, Diphu Goverment College, Karbi Anglong (Assam)

The research paper delves into how e-governance can significantly impact local governance and rural development in tribal areas of India. This region face unique 
challenges due to remote location and economic hurdles, which often impede traditional governance method. E-governance, using information and communication 
technology, technology, technology ((ICT) aims to address these obstacles by enhancing administrative efficiency, service, delivery, and transparency. By examining 
various e-governance projects in tribal areas, the study assesses their effects on governance processes, civic engagement, and develop developmental outcomes. It 
illustrates that e-governance has the potential to improve service accessibility, and reduce bureaucratic efficiency, ultimately leading to enhance governance and 
development in these marginalised regions. However, the successful implementation of this projects necessitates overcoming barriers, such as insufficient digital literacy, 
inadequate infrastructure, and cultural resistance. The paper confluence by proposing practical recommendations for refining e-governance strategies, emphasising the 
importance of customised approaches to meet the specific needs of tribal communities. By addressing this challenges, e-governance can be more effectively leverage to 
achieve Good governance, sustainable development and promote inclusive growth in India’s tribal areas.

Digital Democracy Through E-Governance: A Study of Akshaya Project in Kerala
K Muhammed Fazeel, P K, Research Scholar, Department of International Relations and Politics, Central University of Kerala, Kasaragod (Kerala)

 This paper explores the concept of digital democracy through the lens of e-governance, with a particular focus on Kerala’s Akshaya project. Launched in 2002, the 
Akshaya project is a pioneering initiative aimed at bridging the digital divide and enhancing democratic engagement through technology. By establishing a network 
of digital centers across Kerala, the project has provided citizens with access to various government services, digital literacy programs, and information resources. 
This study examines how the Akshaya project has facilitated greater citizen participation in governance, promoted transparency, and improved the efficiency of public 
services. The project’s success in integrating technology into everyday governance practices offers valuable insights into the broader implications of digital democracy. 
Key findings highlight the role of digital infrastructure in enabling more inclusive and accessible government processes, fostering greater public engagement, and 
enhancing the overall quality of democratic governance. This paper argues that the Akshaya project exemplifies how e-governance can advance digital democracy by 
empowering citizens, reducing barriers to participation, and leveraging technology to improve governance outcomes. The lessons learned from Kerala’s experience offer 
important considerations for the development of digital democracy initiatives in other regions.

The Impact of e-Seva Centres on Digital Divide and Rural Development
Nandhakumar M, MA Student of Political Science, University of Hyderabad, Hyderabad (Telangana) 

Shyne Maria Coelho, MA Student of Economics, University of Hyderabad, Hyderabad (Telangana) 

The digital divide in rural areas refers to the gap between those who have access to digital technologies and those who do not, often due to factors like infrastructure 
limitations, economic constraints, and lack of digital literacy. E-seva centres as a part of e-governance initiatives play a crucial role in bridging this gap by providing 
rural communities with access to various digital services by bringing technology closer to them to enable them to take part in the digital democracy as it offers increased 
transparency, mitigating corruption. Thus, eventually promote rural development. However, It is quite evident that rural people remain isolated from the information 
revolution. According to the India Inequality Report, only 38% of households in India are digitally literate. 31% of the rural population uses the internet, compared to 
67% of the urban population. These realities made us work on these issues to provide an inclusive digital infrastructure for rural areas. This paper employed qualitative 
research methods with focused semi-structured interviews. Our paper is an attempt to reveal the realities of digital divide in rural India with political and economic 
aspects and it will address the significance of e-governance initiatives for rural development. We strongly believe that it is crucial to promote the inclusive digital public 
infrastructure to reach our goal of Viksit Bharat @ 2047.
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E-Governance and Development in India: Analysis of Initiatives of Modi Government and Their Impact on Marginalized People in Western Uttar 
Pradesh

Dr. Pooja Kishore, Research Scholar, Chaudhary Charan Singh University, Meerut (Uttar Pradesh)

Government forms the backbone of any country. The primary purpose of any government is the welfare of its citizens. With the advent of World Wide Web and 
the revolution in information and communication technology, different government across the world started taking initiatives to offer government service online. E- 
Governance aims to make the interaction between government and citizens, government and business enterprises and inter-government relationships more convenient 
and transparent. E- Governance has become an integral part of public governance. Country across the globe are taking various measures to promote e- governance in 
the India was to provide SMART (Simple, Moral, Accountable and Responsive government). India, being the largest democracy in the world, has much to gain from 
e – governance, especially when we are emerging as an economic giant and a potential super power of the future. In this research project, we will discuss and analysis 
the impact of e- governance initiatives introduced by the Modi government on marginalized communities in western Uttar Pradesh. The study will assess how these 
initiative opportunities and social inclusion among marginalized groups. 

Digital Democracy and the Future of Indian Governance: An Analytical Review
Rajeev Kumar, Assistant Professor, Department of Public Administration, Rajiv Gandhi National Institute of Youth Development, Chandigarh

This article explores the transformative potential of digital democracy in reshaping the landscape of governance in India. As the country increasingly embraces digital 
technologies, the mechanisms of governance are evolving, offering new avenues for citizen participation, transparency, and accountability. This analytical review 
examines the impact of key e-governance initiatives, such as the Digital India mission, on the democratic processes of the country. The study highlights the role of 
digital platforms in enhancing public engagement, reducing corruption, and streamlining governmental services. However, it also critically assesses the challenges posed 
by the digital divide, cybersecurity concerns, and the risk of excluding marginalized communities from the benefits of digital democracy. Through an evaluation of 
current policies and their outcomes, this article provides insights into the future trajectory of Indian governance in the digital age. The findings suggest that while digital 
democracy has the potential to significantly enhance governance, it must be carefully managed to ensure inclusivity, security, and effective implementation.

An Analysis of Digital Right to Information (RTI) Towards Viksit Bharat 2047
Saranyuprasath RK, BA Political Science, Hindustan Institute of Technology and Science, Padur (Tamil Nadu)

Dr. K.N. Kavitha, Head, Department of political science, Hindustan Institute of Technology and Science, Padur (Tamil Nadu)

The Right to Information (RTI) Act, enacted in 2005, was a landmark legislation in India aimed at promoting transparency and accountability in government functioning. 
This paper presents an in-depth analysis of the role of Digital Right to Information (RTI) in achieving the vision of “Viksit Bharat 2047,” a roadmap towards a developed 
and progressive India by 2047. The study explores how the digitalization of RTI processes enhances transparency, accountability, and citizen engagement in governance. 
With the Indian government’s push towards digital transformation, the integration of RTI with digital platforms offers an unprecedented opportunity for citizens to 
access information and hold public institutions accountable. This analysis examines the current state of Digital RTI, its challenges, and potential improvements that 
could further empower citizens in the realization of Viksit Bharat 2047. By leveraging digital tools, the RTI mechanism can become a cornerstone in promoting good 
governance, ensuring that the developmental goals set for 2047 are achieved in a transparent and inclusive manner. The paper concludes with recommendations for 
policy enhancements and the adoption of advanced digital technologies to strengthen the RTI framework, thereby contributing to the overarching goals of a developed 
and equitable India by 2047. This study explores the implementation and impact of the RTI Act in the state of India. By analyzing a combination of qualitative and 
quantitative data, this research evaluates the effectiveness of RTI in fostering government transparency, enhancing citizen participation, and curbing corruption. The 
study examines the extent of public awareness and utilization of RTI in India, identifying key challenges such as bureaucratic resistance, delays in information disclosure, 
and the accessibility of the RTI mechanism for marginalized communities. Furthermore, the research investigates the role of civil society organizations, media, and 
government bodies in facilitating or hindering the effective use of RTI.

Digital Democracy in India: Prospects, Opportunities and Challenges for E-Governance
Sharanpreet Kaur, Assistant Professor, School of Social Sciences, Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar (Punjab)

Digital democracy represents a significant shift in how democratic processes are facilitated, particularly through the adoption of e-governance. In India, this transformation 
has created new opportunities for enhancing citizen engagement, transparency, and governmental accountability. This paper examines the prospects of digital democracy 
in India, focusing on the role of e-governance in enabling more participatory and responsive governance. The study explores the opportunities presented by digital tools 
in fostering inclusive decision-making, improving public service delivery, and strengthening the democratic fabric of the nation. However, the paper also highlights the 
challenges that hinder the full realization of digital democracy in India, such as the persistent digital divide, issues of data security, and the need for digital literacy among 
the population. By analyzing government initiatives, policy frameworks, and real-world case studies, this research provides a nuanced understanding of the current 
landscape of digital democracy in India. It argues for the development of robust digital infrastructure, comprehensive policy reforms, and increased digital literacy to 
ensure that e-governance initiatives are effective and inclusive. The paper concludes that while digital democracy offers immense potential for deepening democratic 
engagement, strategic efforts are required to address the challenges and harness its full potential.

A Survey of E-Governance in India
Dr. T Deepak Kumar, Associate Professor and HOD, Department of Political Science, Government First Grade College for Women, Ramanagara (Karanataka)

Information communication and technology (ICT) has revolutionized the daily lives of citizens across the globe. The invention of technology like artificial intelligence, 
web 1.o to 5.0, chat bots, cloud technology, Internet of things, have changed the governance in public and private sector. Governments across the globe are adopting 
the e-governance approach to run the daily affairs of the country. The use of information communication technology has facilitated efficient delivery of public services. 
Digitization of public services has helped in establishing the trust towards the government. Improving the public administration and governance has become the topmost 
priority for the socio-economic development of the country. Internet has changed the traditional way of business working. The communication between the government, 
citizens and business is transformed with the use of ICT tools. E-governance is a step towards making the administration citizen-centric and revamping the delivery of 
public services. E-governance in financial sector helps in bringing economic prosperity by curbing the practice of giving bribe and remove corruption. E-governance has 
significantly impacted the communication between the citizens and administration. This paper explores the concept, meaning, origin, challenges of e-governance. The 
article points out the importance of e-governance and identify the application of E-Governance and Discuss the conceptual framework for E-Governance. 

The Role of State-Wide Area Network (SWAN) in Fostering E-governance: A Vision for Viksit Bharat@2047
Yukaash R, BA Political Science, Kumaraguru College of Liberal Arts and Science, Coimbatore (Tamil Nadu)

The State_Wide Area Network (SWAN) was built in 2005 to improve coordination and connectivity between state headquarters, block levels, and districts through a 
vertical hierarchical structure. SWAN has evolved into the state’s backbone network for data, voice, and video communications by providing both technical and financial 
assistance. It has a three-tier architectural design. SWAN has promoted better state administration through accessible data. The purpose of this study is to present an 
outline of how SWAN was formed and how it contributed to the development of efficient communication within the state. It also tries to explore how it was and will be 
beneficial to the country’s development because improved communication leads to better administration. It also emphasises the proportion established among states and 
the number of states that have implemented SWAN. It also focuses on the government offices that use SWAN and the purpose for which SWAN is used in the office. The 
research takes a qualitative approach, combining qualitative analysis of SWAN’s historical data and percentage of implementation in states. The paper primarily focuses 
on the State Wide Area Network’s past performance and how it would be applied in the future so that it can help to India’s development and attain Viksit Bharat@2047.
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Importance of Digital Governance in Vikshit Bharat: A Case Study of UPI
Akash Singh, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, University of Delhi, Delhi

The exemplary success of the Unified Payments Interface (UPI) only illustrates the deep role digital governance plays in realising a ‘Vikshit Bharat.’ Launched in 2016 
by the National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI), UPI has changed the face of digital transactions and made them available, secure, and quick for millions of 
Indians. This case study illustrates how the implementation of UPI furthered financial inclusion in the country by bridging the rural-urban divide and empowering small 
businesspersons. This has streamlined the payment process, reduced the use of cash, and allowed for transparent financial transactions by integrating several banks’ 
services under one platform. In fact, the two key accelerators that helped India shift into a cashless economy were the push of the government in digital governance and 
the simplicity of usage in this instrument. Additionally, the role of UPI in instilling improved digital literacy and fostering the adoption of technology across various 
classes of society reflects the impact it has had on the socio-economic fabric of India. This research reflects on the importance of digital governance in nation-building 
and, more importantly, UPI in making this a reality.

Challenges and Issues on Digital Democracy in India 
Dr. Basavaraj Benakanahalli, Assistant Professor, DoS in Political Science, Davangere University, Davanagere (Karnataka)

Digital democracy and e-governance in India have been significant factors in recent years, and we can see here that this system has grown unprecedentedly with the 
prevention of corruption through a technology-based approach to governance. It is composed of both concepts in India, which are one is digital democracy and the second 
is e-governance. Digital democracy refers to the use of digital technologies to enhance democratic processes and citizen participation in governance. Especially referring 
to the internet and social media. Another one is E-governance it is the efficiency of government services. The use of electronic communication technologies to increase 
effectiveness and transparency suggests that citizens of many countries are becoming more aware of the costs of corruption as new global standards of governance 
emerge. They are pressuring their governments to adopt efficient and responsible governance. India’s objective is to establish a digital democracy by implementing 
e-government and launching the “Digital India” initiative. Undoubtedly, e-governance introduces the necessary automation to eradicate corruption. The improvement of 
good governance is facilitated by the effortless, seamless, and rapid interaction of citizens with the government. Prepared on the basis of secondary sources like journals, 
books, reports, etc., the paper highlights the perspective of digital democracy and e-governance in India. This is the descriptive approach used for this paper. The paper 
pursues the following objectives: 1. to understand Digital Democracy and E-Governance in India. 2. To know the possibilities and interconnection between digital 
democracy and e-government in India. 3. To understanding the problems and challenges on digital democracy. Challenges of digital democracy in India, The problem 
of availability: Many citizens in the country are still lagging behind in the use of technology and do not have the right kind of facilities to use it. This means that the use 
of the digital system will mainly involve education and policy reforms, but there are a lot of people who do not have any of those aspects, which is a major problem for 
digital democracy. Privacy and security: Security and privacy play an important role in digital democracy. The main reason why people or citizens are reluctant to share 
their personal information is because they are afraid that someone will use the information given on the internet for their personal or some other work and such incidents 
have also taken place. Due to such incidents, people are not using it in the right Digital system: There is a huge difference between the digital system in urban areas and 
rural areas. The main reason for this is that governments are increasingly focusing on urban areas and the rich and supplying them with digital devices. Rural areas are 
less important. This kind of difference is inherent in the problems of digital democracy. Lack of strong political support: India, rich in diversity and social responsibilities, 
faces the challenge of social barriers that hinder the progress of e-democracy. The average citizen of India, who is not widely aware of the internet, finds it inconvenient 
to navigate through the numerous government web pages. Lack of awareness: a significant impediment to the progress of digital democracy in India is the lack of digital 
literacy and awareness among its citizens. A significant part of the population is not familiar with various digital platforms and tools, lacking the necessary skills to use 
them effectively India is known for its linguistic diversity and a wide range of languages are spoken across the country. Infrastructure problems: the concept of digital 
democracy revolves around the idea of using digital technology to enhance democratic processes and enable wider participation in decision-making. To achieve this, 
it is critical to establish a strong digital infrastructure that supports the necessary tools and connectivity. Overall, digital democracy in India is a dynamic and evolving 
field that holds promise for improving governance, citizen participation, and the overall democratic experience, albeit with ongoing challenges that need to be addressed.

Role of Digital Public Goods on Governance: The Indian Experience
Dr. T. Sadashivam, Associate Professor, Department of Public Administration, School of Social Science, Mizoram University Aizawl (Mizoram)

Dr. Shahla Tabassum, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Zakir Husain Delhi College Evening (ZHDCE), Delhi

In the last decade, India has shifted from a ‘Government-Centric Administration’ to a ‘Citizen-Centric Administration’, fundamentally changing the dynamics between 
the government and its citizens. This change not only improves efficiency, transparency, and accountability in the governance but also enhances trust and engagement 
within the community. The credit for this goes to the adoption of Digital Public Goods (DPGs) which has enabled the Indian government to embed digital services into 
the daily routines of its citizens, enhancing convenience and accessibility. By capitalizing on these DPGs, India aims to tackle critical issues such as poverty alleviation, 
healthcare improvements, educational advancements, and gender equality. Therefore, this paper seeks to evaluate the various DPGs used by the Government of India 
for improving not only governance in the society but also laying the groundwork for a more inclusive and equitable society. Additionally, it will discuss how India’s 
DPI not only meets the needs of its extensive population but also serves as a benchmark for other countries aiming for digital reform in governance and public service.

 E-Governance in India-A Step Towards Digital Democracy- India’s Success Story
Dr. Sudeshna Mitra, Associate Professor in Political Science, Bijoy Krishna Girls’ College, Howrah (West Bengal)

Public service quality has become a dominant theme of responsive governance and is one of the major challenges the world faces, in the task of preparing governments 
for 21st century Delivering good governance to people has always been in focus and for improving the capacities of political and administrative systems reinventing 
government has been the theme since 1990s.Good governance and people having access to information are essential for any successful democracy. Concept of 
E-Governance: E-governance is the application of IT or information technology to the process of government functioning to bring Simple, Moral, Accountable, 
Responsive and Transparent (SMART) governance. Concept Of Digital Democracy: E-democracy represents any democratic political system in which information 
technology and communication (ICT) is used to carry out important functions of government such as supply of information, communication, decisions, voting etc. 
.Indian Journey: Since its inception India has been striving hard to include ICT in every part of its governance and also in the lives of its citizens and as a result it has 
become a part and parcel 0f Indian daily life. 

Impact of E Governance in Scheduled Tribes in Telangana- A Study 
Dr. Komraiah Palamakula, Assistant Professor, Department of Public Administration, Kakatiya University, Warangal (Telangana) 

The present paper deals with the E-governance which means providing public ingress to information via the internet by government departments and their organization. 
E-governance is widely accepted as an effective tool of service delivery and equated with good governance by all developed countries in general and developing 
countries like India in particular. National e governance plan was approved in 2006. The purpose of this study is to assess efficiency and effective implications e service 
centres of Mulugu district, state of Telangana. So many remote and agency areas are there in the state of Telangana, utilizes this centre’s to fulfill the goals. So, the 
people of Adivasis are satisfied with the E seva and me seva centre’s in the Mulugu district. The service centre’s provides various services i.e land records, death, birth 
and caste certificates etc. The response and satisfaction levels of the people of Scheduled tribes and their satisfaction towards electronic services. In the present study 
80 samples of primary data along with respondents of Mulugu district was collected in state of Telangana. Telangana is 29th state of our country total population of the 
state 3,50,03,674, density of population 312, geographical area of the state 1,12,677.01sq.km and Scheduled Tribes population 31,77,940. The sample area of Mulugu 
district population 2,94,671 in this ratio Scheduled Tribes population 86,352 (29.2) percent, total geographical area 4,126.6 sq.km, density of population 71. Literacy 
percent of the district 62.3 percent. Mulugu is very smallest district in the state. Majority of students are utilizing services i.e apply for different recruitment examinations 
and higher studies. The next priority to farmers receiving the land records, caste, income, and birth certificates etc. Last but not least percent of business or marketing’s 
people are utilizing the services.
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Digital India Program as a Catalyst to Transform India into Viksit Bharat by 2047 
Dr. Babu. G, Associate Professor, Dept. of Political Science, Central University of Andhra Pradesh, Ananthapur (Andhra Pradesh)

E-Governance plays a pivotal role in India’s journey to become a Viksit Bharat (Developed India) by 2047. The successful implementation of umpteen number of 
e-governance initiatives at central, state and local levels on the genres of citizen centric public service delivery, enhancing administrative efficiency, fostering greater 
transparency and accountability and encouraging citizen participation and engagement, acts as a substance in realising the dream of Viksit Bharat by 2047. In that line, 
among the significant e-governance initiatives of the Government of India the Digital India program is one of the vital initiatives that aid in attaining these advancements 
and transformations. The various facets and pillars of Digital India programme and their implementation influence and build upon the very ambition of achieving Visit 
Bharat by 2047. However, the road to a Viksit Bharat is not easy. The challenges such as, digital divide, underutilization of the existing digital infrastructure and fatal 
cyber security threats are some of the pertinent challenges that needs to be addressed in order to maximise the benefits of Digital India programme to transform India 
into Viksit Bharat by 2047. Towards that end, this paper aims to establish Digital India programme as a catalyst to transform India into Viksit Bharat by 2047 by locating 
the linkage between Digital India programme and Viksit Bharat by 2047 and also by highlighting the significance and influence of 9 pillars of Digital India programme 
on Viksit Bharat by 2047 and challenges thereof. 

 Digital India: Harnessing Technology for Inclusive Growth in Politics
Dr. T. Ambika, Assistant Professor, School of Law, Sathyabama Institute of Science and Technology, Chennai (Tamilnadu)

S. Joshika, BA.LLB (Hons)-3rd year, School of Law, Sathyabama Institute of Science and Technology, Chennai (Tamilnadu)

This paper deals about the administration and democratic participation. Understanding how technological advancements impact political processes and governance 
structures in one of the world’s largest democracies relies heavily on this dynamic interaction.The quick advancement of technology in India, specifically in digital 
infrastructure, data analytics, and communication platforms, has had a major influence on the political arena. The use of digital tools has changed election campaigns, 
improved political involvement, and raised levels of transparency. Social media platforms and digital communication channels are pivotal in influencing public opinion, 
rallying voters, and enabling direct interaction between citizens and political figures. These platforms allow for quicker and more interactive political involvement 
but also bring about issues concerning false information, privacy, and cyber security.Technology has played a key role in enhancing public administration and service 
delivery in the realm of governance. Programs like Digital India seek to improve the accessibility and effectiveness of government services using digital platforms. 
The government’s dedication to using technology to improve governance is evident through the implementation of e-Governance tools such as online service portals, 
electronic voting machines, and Aadhaar biometric identification systems. These tools help to decrease administrative inefficiencies, control corruption, and promote 
more inclusive involvement in the democratic process. The gap in technology access between urban and rural areas can worsen inequality, as marginalised communities 
may lack sufficient access to digital resources. Furthermore, issues surrounding data privacy and the exploitation of personal data underscore the importance of strong 
regulatory frameworks and protections. Moreover, the merging of technology and politics sparks inquiries into the impact of large tech corporations and their involvement 
in moulding political narratives and public perception. There is a continuous discussion about finding the right balance between innovation and regulation to uphold 
democratic values while promoting technological advancement as the regulatory environment for these technologies continues to develop. The dynamic between 
technology, politics, and governance in India presents various possibilities and obstacles. Technology can improve citizen participation in democracy and government 
efficiency, but it requires careful handling to address concerns about fairness, safety, and ethical behaviour. As technology in India progresses, the connection between 
these areas will be crucial in shaping the future of its democratic and governance systems.

 Digital India Programme: Opportunities and Challenges
Dr. Pillamarri Vijayakumar, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Osmania University, Hyderabad, (Telangana)

The Digital India programme was launched in 2015, aims to transform India into a digitally empowered society and knowledge economy. This initiative seeks to bridge 
the digital divide, enhance citizen engagement, and promote inclusive growth. Opportunities arising from Digital India include improved access to services, increased 
transparency, and economic benefits through digital literacy and job creation. However, challenges persist, such as infrastructure gaps, digital illiteracy, data privacy 
concerns, and the risk of exacerbating existing social inequalities. This paper examines the opportunities and challenges of Digital India, highlighting its potential to 
drive socio-economic development while addressing the need for effective implementation strategies to mitigate challenges and ensure equitable benefits for all citizens.

 Digital Innovations in Governance: A Blueprint for Viksit Bharat @2047
Pooja. S, B.A, Department of Political Science, Kumaraguru College of Liberal Arts and Science, Coimbatore (Tamilnadu)

What role can technology play in bringing governance and political stability in attaining “Viksit Bharat @2047” vision? NITI Aayog launched the initiative Viksit Bharat 
@2047 with the goal of elevating India to the leading position in innovation and technology worldwide. Through a qualitative analysis, this paper explores the strategic 
integration of technology in politics and governance and delves into the multifaceted relationship between technology, politics and governance in achieving Viksit Bharat 
vision. It also analyses the evolving relationship between technology and democratic practices in India with the use of EVMs and VVPATs. The paper inspects the role 
of emerging technologies such as AI, big data analytics and blockchain in the moulding of future Indian governance and politics. The paper examines technology as a 
medium in upgrading democratic processes and promoting inclusive growth while also exploring the challenges associated with digital divide and data privacy. Our 
existing government is adapting to the technological changes to make more effectiveness in government policies; in addition, the role of technology in strengthening 
civic engagement is underscored. Ultimately, this paper provides insights into the integration of technology into politics and governance and aims to offer insights into 
strategies in achieving the vision of Viksit Bharat in 2047.

 Building a digital state: TNeGA’s Impact and Potential, An Analysis.
Pranavi KR, B.A. Department of Political Science Kumaraguru College of Liberal Arts and Science, Coimbatore (Tamilnadu)

Kavya S, B.A. Department of Political Science Kumaraguru College of Liberal Arts and Science, Coimbatore (Tamilnadu)

This study examines the implementation and impact of e-governance initiatives in Tamil Nadu, India, as a microcosm for understanding the potential of digital 
democracy in achieving the Viksit Bharat 2047 vision. Through a qualitative approach, the research analyzes the key e-governance project in Tamil Nadu: the Tamil 
Nadu e-Governance Agency (TNeGA). The study employs document analysis and examination of government reports. It explores the strategies employed, challenges 
encountered, and outcomes achieved in terms of improved service delivery and citizen engagement. Findings reveal Tamil Nadu’s innovative approaches to digital 
governance, including its pioneering use of blockchain technology and citizen-centric service design. The research identifies critical success factors and areas for 
improvement, proposing a scalable framework for other Indian states. Recommendations include strategies for enhancing digital literacy, ensuring inclusive access, and 
integrating emerging technologies into e-governance platforms. This study provides valuable insights for policymakers and practitioners across India, offering a roadmap 
for leveraging Tamil Nadu’s experiences to foster a more participatory and efficient governance model by 2047.

 The Digital Warfare: An Indian Scenario
Priyanka Chugh, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi.

In the era of digitalisation, where there’s hardly anyone not using the Internet, an average Internet user spends 145 minutes daily on the Internet. India holds the second 
largest position of internet holders worldwide, after China. This massive number of internet users in the age of digitalisation has also made countries vulnerable to 
cyberattacks and India is no exception to it. Warfare has shifted its realm and realigned to digital spaces. But a question arises what constitutes a cyberattack? Is it a real 
war or a crime? Since the frequency of these attacks has increased, the aforementioned research paper attempts to understand cyberattacks, how they work and how the 
supply chain effects make a country vulnerable to digital attacks. The case study of India is taken for analysis, what all the nation needs to safeguard against and how 
the nation is trying to safeguard itself through legal laws and deviating an understanding through instances of contemporary, latest, and known cases of cyberattacks in 
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India. This research paper is carried out through available literature on the domain of cybersecurity, cyberattacks and digital warfare through descriptive and content 
analysis methodology. 

Digital Democracy and E- Governance in India- A Digital Revolution
Purvika Tyagi, Research Scholar, National Law Institute University Bhopal (Madhya Pradesh)

Modern day governance offers to create a transparent, efficient government systems that empower the citizen through the accessible digital platforms. The rapid 
advancements in information and communication technology (ICT) have revolutionized the way governments interact with citizens, businesses, and other stakeholders. 
Digital democracy and e-governance are at the forefront of this transformation, offering new avenues for participation, transparency, and efficiency in governance. 
The potential of digital democracy in reshaping the domain of public policy in India is acknowledged at the world stage. However, the path does not stand without its 
due challenges such as Digital Divide, Cybersecurity, and the need for longer legal frameworks. Through successful case studies like Aadhaar, the Unified Payments 
Interface (UPI), and the digitization of land records, the paper highlights the potential of digital governance to improve public service delivery and strengthen democratic 
participation. Looking ahead, the integration of emerging technologies and continued focus on digital inclusion are essential for realizing the full potential of digital 
democracy and e-governance in India. 

 Role of E Democracy towards E Governance in Jharkhand 
Dr Rajendra Bharati, Dean, Faculty of Social Science, Registrar, Kolhan University, Chaibasa (Jharkhand)

Jharkhand is the State abundance with Natural, Mineral and Cultural Resources. It is predominantly with Tribal population. Aspirations of the people of Jharkhand is 
very high. All are trying their best to put their State among the States of India. Democracy is the tool by which we came to know our rights, obligations and justice. E 
Democracy or Digital Democracy is related or Internet Democracy in which Information and Communication Technology (ICT) is used in political governance process. 
Governance is the system by which the organisation is controlled and operated by a mechanism through it person related to are made responsible and accountable. It is 
an ethical connotation of government. Both can make government institutions of Jharkhand more responsible and accessible to all particularly depressed caste and class. 
Present article tries to analyse the above stated concept. Main points to be addressed are E Democracy and its concept types etc., E Governance, Role of both towards 
Administrative actions and plans. Future I Jharkhand and Conclusions.

Idealistic Moorings and Media Deliberations: Social Media Participation and Digital Democracy
Dr. Richa Sharma, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Kishan Lal Public College, Rewari (Harayana)

With an average of nearly two and half hours a day spent on social media and about 470 million active social media users, Indians have found platforms for deliberation, 
in the world’s largest democracy with over 960 million voters, the social media sites have provided forums for expressing their opinions on all issues- political as well 
as non-political. With digital India initiative, the country has taken steps towards digital democracy and the exquisite use of Information Communication Technology 
Tools during and post-Covid period has strengthened the e-governance initiatives of the government. In such a scenario, social media sites become a facilitator between 
the masses and the elected representatives providing them the essential connect which is a prerequisite of democracy. This paper examines the role of social media in 
institutionalizing the digital democracy and e- governance in India: Citizens participation, formation of public opinion and new forms of power and domination via 
social media.

Digital India: Evaluating the Success of E-Governance in Bridging the Digital Divide
Swati Das, Research Scholar, Department of Public Administration, University of Lucknow, (Uttar Pradesh)

The “Digital India” initiative, launched by the Indian government in 2015, aims to transform the country into a digitally empowered society and knowledge economy. A 
key component of this initiative is e-governance, which seeks to provide government services electronically to enhance transparency, efficiency, and accessibility. This 
abstract evaluates the success of e-governance in bridging the digital divide, particularly in rural and underserved areas. While significant progress has been made in 
increasing internet penetration, digital literacy, and access to government services, challenges persist. Disparities in infrastructure, digital literacy, and socio-economic 
factors continue to impede the full realization of e-governance benefits. However, initiatives such as the Common Services Centres (CSCs) and digital payment platforms 
have shown promise in bringing government services closer to marginalized communities. To achieve the goals of Digital India, ongoing efforts are needed to address 
these challenges, ensuring that the benefits of e-governance are equitably distributed across all sections of society.

 The Role of India’s Digital Diplomacy in the G-20 Summit
Vikash kumar singh, Research Scholar, University of Lucknow, Lucknow (Uttar Pradesh)

As one of the most powerful tools of digital democracy and e-governance, India’s digital diplomacy in recent years has become very significant for its global posturing. 
With the arrival of Narendra Modi as head of Indian state in 2014, it has undergone a significant set of changes and has acquired prominence in the current public 
diplomatic discourse. A growing body of scholarship on soft power diplomacy has increasingly argued that the recent investments in India’s digital diplomacy has opened 
new avenues of engagement for domestic as well as international audiences and has given the country a diplomatic lead in international politics and affairs. This paper 
attempts to study and locate some of the changes that India’s digital diplomacy has undergone in recent years and its impact on the country’s global standing. It does 
so by taking into consideration some of the debates that emerged in the wake of the successful completion of the G-20 summit at New Delhi in the year 2023. How did 
New Delhi embark on a digital diplomacy drive to promote its digital infrastructure template as a model for development around the world? How did digital diplomacy 
contribute to the success of the G-20 Summit 

 Analysis of E-Governance in India 
Vikram Ranjan, Research Scholar, Department of History, Patliputra University, Patna (Bihar)

In any country, government forms the backbone and the primary work of any government is providing welfare to its citizens. With the coming of World Wide Web and 
success of information and communication technology in all aspects of our life. Beginning of E-Governance in India marks a pivotal shift in governmental operations, 
aiming to enhance transparency, efficiency, and citizen access through the use of information and communication technology (ICT). This analysis traces the evolution 
of e-governance from its early initiatives in the 1990s to the transformative impact of the National e-Governance Plan (NeGP) launched in 2006. Key successes, such 
as the Aadhaar project, and the Government e-Marketplace (GeM) etc. demonstrate significant progress in service delivery and transparency. In this research article also 
discuss about the NeGP 2.0 which approved by the government in 2015 with the vision of “Transforming e-Governance for Transforming Governance”.Objective of this 
research article is to analyse the role of E-governance in delivery of services to the citizens of India and its reach to it’s citizens. Data is collected by both the sources viz., 
primary and secondary in primary sources interviews, reports etc. and in secondary sources books, journal, etc. However, challenges like the digital divide, cybersecurity 
threats, and infrastructural limitations persist, highlighting the need for continued efforts to ensure inclusive and secure e-governance across India 

The Role of E-governance in Enhancing Local Governance and Rural Development in Tribal Areas of Assam
Bongmili Kropi, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Government Diphu College, Diphu (Assam)

The research paper delves into how e-governance can significantly impact local governance and rural development in tribal areas of Assam. This region face unique 
challenges due to remote location and economic hurdles, which often impede traditional governance method. E-governance, using information and communication 
technology, technology, technology ((ICT) aims to address these obstacles by enhancing administrative efficiency, service, delivery, and transparency. By examining 
various e-governance projects in tribal areas, the study assess their effects on governance processes, civic engagement, and develop developmental outcomes. It illustrates 
that e-governance has the potential to improve service accessibility, and reduce bureaucratic efficiency, ultimately leading to enhance governance and development in 
this marginalised regions. However, the successful implementation of this projects necessitates overcoming barriers, such as insufficient digital literacy, inadequate 
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infrastructure, and cultural resistance. The paper confluence by proposing practical recommendations for refining e-governance strategies, emphasising the importance of 
customised approaches to meet the specific needs of tribal communities. By addressing this challenges, e-governance can be more effectively leverage to achieve Good 
governance, sustainable development and promote inclusive growth in Assam’s tribal areas.

 Comparative Study of E-Governance Initiatives by Gujarat and Rajasthan
Dr. Arpit Patadiya, Assistant Professor, P. G. Department of Political Science, Sardar Patel University, Vallabh Vidyanagar (Gujarat)

This study conducts a comparative analysis of the e-governance initiatives implemented by the governments of Gujarat and Rajasthan. Against the backdrop of the 
National Digital India Mission, both states have made significant strides in modernizing public administration through technology, albeit with differing strategies and 
outcomes. The research examines key initiatives by analysing the digital infrastructure, implementation models, and citizen-centric services in both states, this study 
provides insights into how digital governance has influenced socioeconomic development, particularly in urban and rural contexts. The paper also highlights the 
challenges faced by Gujarat and Rajasthan in their digital transformation journeys, including issues related to connectivity, inclusivity, and political will. Through this 
comparison, the study identifies best practices and offers policy recommendations for enhancing digital governance, aiming to contribute to the broader discourse on 
technology-driven governance in India.

Understanding Green Governance and Good Governance for Sustainable Development: A Study of Indian Perspective
Dr. Siddhartha Sankar Manna, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, University of Gour Banga, Malda (West Bengal)

This paper explores the evolving concept of “Green Governance,” commonly known as “Corporate Environmental Governance.” This paper defines the role and 
responsibilities of the board of directors towards the stakeholders of the organization. It includes the strategies and tools that the company uses to achieve its environmental 
goals, as well as the extent to which they are successful in implementing these goals. Green governance, also known as environmental governance, is a developing 
field that places importance on sustainability and environmental protection in important policy and decision-making processes. Its aim is to serve both citizens and 
the environment in a fair and balanced manner. When forming assessments, it is essential to take into account the economic, social, and environmental circumstances. 
Green governance and sustainable development practices can accomplish this. Sustainability and green management stand out from competing approaches because of 
their focus on “integration.” Achieving success requires local government officials and lawmakers to proactively advocate for knowledge-based methods. Among these 
methods are initiatives to increase awareness, better compliance, information exchange, and sharing best practices. This article presents a comparative analysis of Good 
Governance, Green Governance, and Sustainable Development. This study discussed the concept of green governance, focusing on the environment and the difficulties 
associated with green management in India. I conducted an empirical investigation to evaluate the need for a country to implement an environmentally conscious 
governance strategy for long-term and sustainable economic development. This study provides practical implications based on the paper’s findings. Furthermore, this 
analysis aims to demonstrate the effectiveness of legal and policy enforcement and propose improvements for its optimization.

 Mobile Governance in Semi-urban Regions: A Study of Ramgarh, Jharkhand.
Dr. Vikram Prashant, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Radha Govind University, Ramgarh (Jharkhand)

This study examines the challenges and opportunities of mobile governance (m-governance) in the semi-urban region of Ramgarh, Jharkhand. M-governance refers 
to using mobile technology to improve public service delivery and increase citizen engagement. It has the potential to transform governance in semi-urban areas by 
closing the digital divide. However, this transformation faces obstacles such as inadequate infrastructure, limited digital literacy, and socioeconomic disparities. Despite 
these challenges, the research highlights the unique opportunities m-governance offers, such as greater accessibility, cost-efficiency, and real-time communication, 
which can be game-changers in governance. The study uses surveys, interviews, and case studies, to identify the key factors that influence the adoption and success 
of m-governance initiatives in Ramgarh. The findings indicate that mobile governance has great potential to enhance governance in semi-urban regions. However, 
its success depends on addressing infrastructure gaps, promoting digital literacy, and ensuring inclusive access. The study provides practical recommendations for 
policymakers and practitioners to improve m-governance strategies, aiming for more inclusive and effective governance in semi-urban contexts.

Digital India Programme – A Road to Digital Decentralisation
Dr. Indra Pratap, Assistant Professor, Department of Public Policy and Public administration, Central University of Jammu, Rahya-Suchani (J&K)

The Digital India Programme, a cornerstone initiative by the Government of India, aims to transform the country into a digitally empowered society and a knowledge-
driven economy. Building on e-governance advancements since the 1990s, the programme addresses the limitations of earlier fragmented and less interactive systems 
by fostering a more integrated and connected government framework. Through the e-Kranti initiative, Digital India emphasizes critical principles such as government 
process reengineering, a mobile-first approach, cloud infrastructure, and interoperability, aiming for a unified service delivery model. Expanding the scope of Mission 
Mode Projects to 44 under e-Kranti: National e-Governance Plan 2.0, including those in the social sector, the programme seeks to achieve universal digital empowerment, 
providing citizens with seamless access to government services and secure digital infrastructure. Key initiatives like the Accessible India Campaign, BHIM, e-Panchayat, 
and the Smart Cities Mission exemplify the programme’s focus on inclusive growth, digital literacy, and participative governance. This paper examines how the Digital 
India Programme enhances democratic decentralization by empowering citizens, promoting transparency, and improving access to essential government services, 
thereby contributing to a more inclusive, responsive, and participatory governance model across the country.

Digital Democracy and E- Governance in India
Dr. Virendra Shankar Dhanashetti. Associate Professor in Political Science, AJMVPS’s Shri Dhokeshwar College, Takali Dhokeshwar

For long, international affairs have had groupings of democracies, a democracy being a fundamental pillar of the world order after the Second World War and the end 
of colonialism. This essay argues that there is an additional grouping emerging now—digital democracies—and India is a natural leader of this group. As is evident 
from the name, it is the practice of democracy, both at the level of the nation state and the citizen, using digital tools. Digital democracy is, in a sense, the next phase 
of democracy as it encompasses all the opportunities and challenges of asserting sovereignty for nation states. It is important to understand that countries must now 
cooperate not only in politics, trade and humanitarian issues, but a vital aspect of cooperation is transborder technological cooperation to assert sovereignty, including 
to multinational tech giants. Democratic governance mechanisms are becoming more receptive to the potentials of Information Communication Technologies (ICT) to 
achieve good governance in its implementation. This application of ICTs for governance is covered under the umbrella term of E-governance. India, being the one of the 
largest countries democratically, demographically and geographically faces a huge challenge in the application of e-governance to empower its citizens and for overall 
economic development, more specifically in the rural areas. In this essay the need of digital democracy and attempts of e-governance in India is discussed with all its 
aspects and future of the same. 

Trade-off between Right to Privacy and Mass Surveillance in Indian Democracy: A Study of Digital Personal Data Protection Act 
Narender, Assistant Professor, School of Social Sciences and Humanities,  MIER College of Education, Jammu (J&K)

In India, the Supreme Court’s landmark ruling in Puttaswamy v. Union of India recognized the right to privacy as a fundamental right, reinforcing the nation’s commitment 
to individual liberty. However, as state functions (statecraft) have grown increasingly complex, the need for personal data by state authorities has become essential for the 
provision of services and welfare benefits to citizens. Simultaneously, in a country like India, which faces numerous security challenges, surveillance of public spaces, 
such as airports, railways and highways, is crucial for intelligence gathering and maintaining security. This dynamic creates a trade-off relationship between privacy 
and surveillance, where an increase in one often results in a decrease in the other. Moreover, private companies also collect and use customer data through social media 
platforms for targeted advertising and even sell this data to third parties. This continuous digital surveillance poses significant challenges to the right to privacy. To 
address this issue, the Indian Parliament enacted the Digital Personal Data Protection Act in 2023, aiming to strike a balance in the privacy-surveillance trade-off. The 
research article covers themes of privacy, surveillance and data protection in India that are important to realize the dream of ‘Digital India’ and Viksit Bharat by 2047.
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Digital India for Viksit Bharat
Dr. Rakesh Kumar Singh, PhD Scholar, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi 

Digital India launched on July1, 2015, which has vision to transform India into a digitally empowered society and knowledge economy. Digital India program targets 
to make government services available to people digitally and enjoy the benefit of the information and technological. It covers schemes like E-Health, Digital Locker, 
E-Signee-Education etc. and nationwide scholarship portal. It seems these schemes of the programme can help in the development of the country. This paper discusses 
whether such interventions are inclusive or exclusionary in terms of deliberation, changing over all nature and governance and decision making. Further, it tries to 
analyse various issues and challenges.

Erasing the Past: The Right to Be Forgotten in the Indian Digital Age
Sagi. Bhavagna Rao, M.A. International Relations and Politics, Central University of Kerala, (Kerala)

The digital age has ushered in unprecedented opportunities for information sharing, yet it has also raised concerns about individual privacy and the long-term 
consequences of online data retention. The Right to Be Forgotten (RTBF) represents a significant development in privacy law, granting individuals the power to limit, 
de-link, or delete personal information from the Internet is gaining relevance in India, where evolving digital privacy concerns intersect with traditional legal principles. 
In India, the “right to be forgotten” is a relatively nascent concept, recognized as part of the right to privacy but lacking specific legal protection. This paper examines 
the challenges of implementing the RTBF in India. It explores judicial interpretations, legislative discussions, and case studies highlighting the increasing demand for 
digital erasure and its psychological impact of persistent online records. It advocates for a robust legal framework that aligns international standards with India’s legal 
and cultural contexts. Recent court rulings reflect a judicial trend toward balancing privacy with public interest and freedom of expression. Despite these developments, 
the lack of a comprehensive statutory framework poses significant challenges. The 2018 Justice B.N. Srikrishna Committee report highlighted the need for a legal 
framework harmonizing privacy rights with freedom of expression. However, the absence of such a framework leaves RTBF a contentious issue in India. The paper also 
emphasizes the need for clarity in applying RTBF principles, particularly for legal databases and news organizations when handling content removal orders. Effective 
implementation of the RTBF is crucial for safeguarding individual privacy while maintaining open governance. By addressing these challenges, India can achieve a 
balanced approach to digital privacy and public interest.

Legislative Power and Good Governance: Balancing Authority and Accountability
Prof. Sultan Singh, Department of Public Administration, Chaudhary Devi Lal University, Sirsa (Haryana)

The system of governance established by the constitution is based on distribution of functions amongst the three organs of state. Legislature is centre of all democratic 
political process. Genuine democracy is inconceivable without a representative, efficient and effective legislators. In most democracies legislatures are losing central 
place to the executive. This has led some critics to remarks that the parliament has declined. Legislature is truly a rainbow of colourful dresses symbolising different 
regions, caste and class of the country. The shear presence of matters of diverse social backgrounds makes the legislature more representative and potentially more 
responsive to people’s expectations. There is a trend in the country that once elected, the members of legislature make a distance from people and people don’t trust them. 
In the 17th Lok Sabha, 146 opposition MPs were suspended for questioning the government on the security breach and for farmer related issues. In their absence, several 
important bills were passed. With the growing mismatch between the needs of our politicians and the interest of people, vote bank politics and callousness exhibited 
by the political class, the time has come now to examine the functioning of legislature. The present paper will delve upon the importance of legislature, the functions 
and powers of legislature, how the legislature controls the executive, entry of people with criminal background in the house, decreasing quality of debates in the house 
and possible suggestions and remedies for removing all the ills associated with the functioning of legislature and suggesting a road map for ensuring good governance 
through legislature in India. 

Digital Social Engineering in Indian Politics: Mechanisms, Impact and Regulatory Challenges (with special reference to General Elections 2024)
Yashasvi Bhardwaj, Ph.D. Scholar, Department of Society-Technology Interface, Central University of Rajasthan, Ajmer (Rajasthan) 

Social Engineering and Political interference in public life is a problem in digitized society around the world. Given India’s dense social network, integrity in the 
democratic discourse is a growing concern. A range of methods are employed, for instance, the dissemination of propaganda and simulated information using trailblazing 
computational practices to induce support or sabotage dissent by political strategists. It has the potential to significantly influence Democratic processes, Public trust 
and Political stability. Present research identifies and proposes to analyze the digital nudging techniques like data-driven micro targeting, personalized content and data 
analytics used by political entities within India before and during 2024 General Elections and evaluates the impact of digital social engineering on voter behavior and 
decision-making by exploring the application of the AIDA marketing Model delving into how various digital platforms ranging from social media networks to targeted 
advertising are utilized to seize Attention, generate Interest, inflame Desire and prompt Action among electorate. The study analyzes data from social media platforms, 
websites, reviews existing scholarly works and includes case studies of key events during election period. This research intends to produce valuable insights and 
contribute to the broader field of Political Communication in India.

Navigating the Digital Shift: India’s E-Governance Schemes and the Path to Digital Democracy
 Utba Israr Sheikh, Research Scholar, Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh (Uttar Pradesh)

India has embarked upon a revolutionary journey towards digital democracy, propelled by an array of e-governance measures designed to augment transparency, 
accountability, and public involvement. The present study examines the several government initiatives that have facilitated this change, such as the ‘Digital India’ 
campaign, Aadhaar, and other significant digital platforms that optimise public services. This article investigates how these measures have enhanced governance, 
decreased corruption, and given individuals more power to actively engage in the democratic process by evaluating their effects. The study also discusses the difficulties 
in putting these initiatives into practice and the need for more innovation on the road to complete digital democracy in India. 

Digital Democracy And Governance In India
Dr. Amrita Jaiswal, Assistant Professor & HOD, Department of Political Science, Bihar National College, Patna (Bihar)

Democracy is an open and transparent political system. The expectations of the people are enormous, and they must be fulfilled through the government machineries. 
The social, political and economical justice and equality can be accessed through administrative wing of the government. Today the people expect more support from 
the government, speedy changes and transparency in the system. ICT can be used for good governance to enhance democratization and citizens’ empowerment in 
a participatory democratic society. E-governance or electronic governance may be defined as delivery of government services and information to the public using 
electronic means. Use of IT in government facilitates an efficient, speedy and transparent process for disseminating information to the public and other agencies, 
and for performing government administration activities. Digital democracy means use of information technology to facilitate the participation of citizens in the 
democratic process. Participation of citizens strengthens the democratic values thereby enhance good governance in administration. The digital governance creates 
better connections between citizens and government and encourages their participation in governance. The potential of digital technology to further a digital democracy 
in India is extensively acknowledged. Digital democracy stands as a fundamental aspect of the digital India initiative, enabling citizens to exercise their political rights 
through the internet. Digitization has helped in bridging the gap between citizens and state, reduced the division between demand and supply regarding the quality 
of public services delivered to citizens. By revolutionizing political participation, digital democracy holds the power to reshape the Indian political system and open 
novel opportunities. The prospects of digital democracy in India are diverse, encompassing enhanced citizen engagement, heightened transparency and increased 
accountability in the decision-making process., but it also presents valued substantial challenges. The biggest challenge for a continent of our size and complexity is 
how to bring rural India on the IT map. This paper seeks to explore into the possibilities of digital democracy in India while shedding light on the obvious barriers and 
difficulties that hinder its implementation.
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Digital Democracy and E-Governance
Harsh Chauhan, Department of Public Administration, Rajiv Gandhi National Institute of Youth Development - Regional Centre, Chandigarh

The rapid advancement of digital technologies has revolutionized governance structures worldwide, and India stands at the forefront of this transformation. Digital 
democracy and e-governance initiatives in India aim to enhance the participation of citizens in democratic processes and improve the efficiency, transparency, and 
accountability of government functions. This paper explores the key facets of India’s journey towards digital democracy and e-governance, focusing on the challenges, 
opportunities, and impact of these initiatives. In India, the proliferation of digital gadgets and rising internet penetration have made digital democracy possible. 
Government services are now more accessible to residents in large part, to appreciate initiatives like the Digital India programme, which has been instrumental in closing 
the digital divide. MyGov and other state-level projects are examples of e-governance platforms that allow citizens to interact with legislators, take part in decision-
making, and offer input on policies. The implementation of e-governance in India has also transformed the delivery of public services. Services such as e-tax filing, 
e-procurement, and digital payment systems have reduced bureaucratic delays, minimized corruption, and enhanced service delivery. The Aadhaar system, a biometric-
based unique identification system, has further streamlined welfare programs by ensuring targeted delivery and reducing leakages. However, there are obstacles in the 
way of India’s transition to e-governance and digital democracy. Obstacles include things like cybersecurity risks, data protection, digital literacy, and the digital divide 
between rural and urban areas. For these projects to be successful, underprivileged populations must have equitable access to these digital channels. India’s e-governance 
and digital democracy have a bright future ahead of them, despite these obstacles. More focus is being placed on developing inclusive, transparent, and responsive 
governing structures as the nation adopts technology-driven solutions. Digital democracy and e-governance have the potential to greatly strengthen India’s democratic 
fabric and achieve equal development, provided that current hurdles are persistently addressed.

Meta-governance: A Case Study Based on Manipur Issue
Ningombam Sympathy Devi, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Manipur University (Manipur)

Metagovernance as a concept appeared for the first time in the public administration and political science literature in the mid 1990s. Jessop, a prominent scholar, 
considers meta governance as the involvement of the state in strategically organizing the context and ground rules for governance. Kooiman, whose work has been 
influential in the governance literature, describes metagovernance as the process in which the discussion, formulation and application of values, norms and principles for 
governance takes place. In this paper we will try to understand and analyze the concept through a case study based on an ongoing issue of Manipur which flared up since 
3rd May, 2023. The state’s performance in law and order, failing to resolve the conflict and providing a permanent safe home for the internally displaced persons, will 
meta governance be the likely solution that can be discussed and analyzed? Meta governance is often perceived as a solution to governance failures. As many scholars 
have researched and considered meta governance to be effective, it becomes clear that the meta governor is often not a neutral broker in the governing process, but rather 
an individual or organization that tries to further its own policy goals. Besides intentional reasons such as the goal of more coordination or better democratic practices, 
some studies identified contextual reasons for metagovernance.

Navigating Possibilities Through Change: Traditional Entrepreneurship Models in North East India
Ms. Ankita Dutta, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Dibrugarh University, Dibrugarh (Assam)

The slow food movement that began in Italy in 1986 has spread its waves across the globe in different levels of intensity and impact. In this paper, I aim to bring to focus 
the region of North-East India, with its huge repository of traditional food and craft systems and indigenous knowledge. At a critical juncture in time when the global 
community is looking for alternatives to answer the pressing issues of climate change, obesity and starvation, and alienation of the producers within the capitalist system, 
questions of local and culturally appropriate systems require imminent focus. I aim to navigate the ways in which entrepreneurial attempts of promoting indigenous 
‘products’ through the mazes of the competitive economy frame out niche understandings of the same. How the new online business models of Assam that promote 
indigenous slow food products and handloom artifacts conceptualize the ‘traditional’ and how the indigenous communities thrive within such models, if they do? I aim 
to study this through the lens of Marxist theory of alienation and understandings of epistemic violence. I argue that these entrepreneurial networks can form webs of both 
exploitation and collaboration. Such business models hold the possibilities of providing a creative space for the ‘homo-faber’ (man as creator) and promoting cultural 
identity amongst the youth and offering niche spaces of asserting alternative understandings within the industrial globalizing regime. 

Digital Democracy and E-Governance in India
Prof. Bimal Prasad Singh, Vice Chancellor, S.K.M. University, Dumka (Jharkhand)

Citizens everywhere are pressuring their governments to adopt more effective and transparent governance practices as new global norms for governance emerge and they 
grow more conscious of the consequences of corruption. New international governance norms are developing nowadays. Developing nation residents are putting more 
pressure on their governments to perform better and are becoming more conscious of the consequences of incompetence and corruption. Bribery is no longer seen as a 
reasonable expense of conducting business abroad, and attitudes are shifting in industrialized nations as well. Various e-Governance projects in Asia, with a special focus 
on India, were carried out by the ICT sector’s development. The study concludes that E-Governance expedites routine administrative tasks by automating them. Along 
with meeting citizens’ needs like never before, it also makes government operations more efficient, increases revenue growth, and reduces costs. The true meaning of 
digital democracy is that citizens can freely communicate with different government agencies at any time, location, and with the least amount of work and speed possible. 
We will talk about in this essay. India: Electronic governance and digital democracy.

E- Governance in India Status and Challenges
Dr. Sachin Mahadev Patil, Associate Professor, Smt. Kusumtai Rajarambapur Patil, Kanya Mahavidyalay, Islampur (Maharashtra)

Know a dayes E-goverence is backbone of India. Electronic governance is the application of Information and communication technology for delivering government 
services, exchange of information communication transactions, integration of various stand along system and services between government to customer, government to 
business, government to government, as well as back office process and interaction within the entire government framework. The primary purpose of any government 
is the Welfare of its citizen. In developing countries like India, where literacy level is very low and even most of the people are living below poverty line, people are 
not even aware about the benefits of e-governance activities and people do not use Information and Communication Technology to a much extent, their exist a number 
of problems to implement e-governance activities. E-governance has made governing more transparent to the people and the people more clear to the administration. 
But India being a land of diversity the acceptability of E-governance too face umpty number of challenges like lack of connectivity in rural area through internet and 
connections supply of electricity in its implementation and usage. In this article we discuss about the basic problems and challenges of E-governance in India.

The Role of Indian Judiciary in Shaping Democratic Governance: Special Reference to the 21st Century
Dr. Sangeeta Vijay, HOD and Associate Professor, Department of Political Science and Public Administration, Banasthali Vidyapith, Jaipur (Rajasthan) 

Ms. Neha, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science and Public Administration, Banasthali Vidyapith, Jaipur (Rajasthan) 

The Constitution establishes the foundational framework of democratic governance, delineating the structure of government, defining the scope of powers, and 
safeguarding individual rights. Along with defining the structure and powers of the government, it also protects the liberties and rights necessary for a functioning 
democracy. Within this framework, the judiciary plays a crucial role as the guardian of constitutional principles. As a cornerstone of India’s democratic framework, 
the judiciary has significantly influenced the development and preservation of democratic values and principles through its interpretations of the Constitution and its 
decisions on key issues. So, this research paper will focus on the role of Indian judiciary in shaping democratic governance in the 21st century. This study will explore 
how the judiciary has impacted various facets of democratic governance and problems that still exist and proposing potential actions to enhance its effectiveness in 
the contemporary era. It will also discuss innovations and actions that has been undertaken by the judiciary. The research will employ a combination of historical, 
descriptive, analytical approach, to highlight the judiciary’s contribution to democratic governance and its proactive approach in fostering a progressive society and 
ensuring good governance.
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E-governance and Digital Democracy
Dr. Vilas D. Awari, Principal, Arts, Commerce and Science College Daudi Budruk Tal – Sinnar, Ahmednagar (Maharashtra) 

This research paper investigates how e-governance and digital democracy affect citizen involvement and open government. The emergence of digital technology has 
brought about a notable revolution in the domain of political involvement and administrative operations. In contrast, e-governance refers to the use of information and 
communication technology (ICT) in government processes with the aim of enhancing public service delivery, augmenting transparency. The goal of this research is 
to offer a thorough understanding of the ways that e-governance and digital democracy affect administrative openness and political engagement. This study’s research 
technique is predicated on the examination of secondary data. This research serves multiple distinct objectives. First and foremost, it seeks to pinpoint the essential 
elements that make digital democracy projects successful in raising public engagement. Thirdly, the study intends to investigate the obstacles and difficulties that 
individuals. The findings of the analysis suggest that although digital tools have the potential to enhance civic engagement In order to further examine the developing 
interaction between technology and governance, the study finishes with a discussion of the significance of these results for policymakers and recommendations for future 
research directions.

E-commerce Operators and the Advent of GST in India: A New Tax Policy for the Future 
Meenu B. Nair, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, University of Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram (Kerala)

E-commerce operators have a major role in the marketing scenario in 21st century. The mechanism of marketing and strategies are different for them as it uses digital 
means of transactions with minimal human interventions. EC can be regarded as specific kind of business process involving several enterprises. EC is rapidly growing 
research and development area of very high practical relevance. The paper initially sheds light on the advent of GST and its impact on e-commerce operators. Then it 
moves to the major provisions in GST act vis-à-vis E-commerce operators. In the final portion the articles heads towards the effect of the GST on E-commerce. This paper 
aims to provide insights into the evolving tax landscape for e-commerce operators in India post-GST, highlighting the transformative effects on business operations, 
compliance, and market dynamics. The findings underscore the critical need for continuous adaptation and strategic planning by e-commerce businesses to navigate 
the complexities of the GST regime effectively. For the fulfilment of the paper secondary data from journals, books, websites and newspaper articles are the utilised.

Challenges and Prospects of Digital Democracy in India: Safeguarding Democratic Values in Technological Era.
Surbhi Tiwari, Assistant Professor, National Law Institute University, Bhopal (Madhya Pradesh)

India remains committed to its democratic ideals and their intersection with digital technology is increasingly shaping the way citizens participate in governance. This 
intersection with technology has transformed traditional democratic processes and augmented accessibility and inclusivity in Indian democracy. However, there are 
significant challenges posed by digital democracy, revealing both its potential to enhance citizen engagement and its risks in spreading misinformation. The ongoing 
efforts are necessary to address emerging challenges and ensure a robust democratic framework that is accountable to all citizens. This paper explores the evolution, 
challenges, and potential of digital democracy in enhancing civic engagement and political participation. By evaluating electoral outcomes, policy reforms, and grassroots 
initiatives, it is found that while digital democracy holds the promise of more participatory and transparent governance, there is also a need of cyber security in ensuring 
the protection of democratic values. Moreover, the paper attempts to examine the landscape of Indian digital democracy in 2024 that contributes to future research and 
policy considerations.

Village Secretariats as Catalysts for E-Governance: A Study of Digital Democracy in Andhra Pradesh
Dr. Jeevan Kumar Cheruku, Assistant Professor, Department: Public Policy, Law & Governance, Central University of Rajasthan, Kishangarh (Rajasthan)

R Anusha, Research Scholar, Department of Public Policy, Law & Governance, Central University of Rajasthan, Kishangarh (Rajasthan)

The advancement of digital democracy and e-governance in rural India has been significantly propelled by the creation of Village Secretariats in Andhra Pradesh. The 
Government of Andhra Pradesh, has taken step towards decentralizing governance and bringing public services closer to the rural population through the introduction 
of the Village Secretariat System in 2019. This system, which builds upon the state’s long-standing efforts in democratic decentralization, holds the potential to enhance 
digital democracy and e-governance at the grassroots level. The Village Secretariat system, by integrating digital technologies into governance processes, has fostered 
greater citizen involvement and streamlined access to government services. This initiative not only enhances access to essential services, but it encourages a more 
informed and engaged citizenry, facilitating greater participation in the democratic process and ensuring that community needs are more effectively met through targeted 
e-governance strategies. This study explores the role of Village Secretariats as key drivers of e-governance, particularly their impact on enhancing digital democracy at 
the grassroots level. By analysing secondary data from articles, government reports, and academic studies, the paper evaluates how these local administrative units have 
improved service delivery, increased transparency, and empowered rural residents. The research highlights both the successes and obstacles of this initiative, offering 
insights into its potential as a model for other regions. The findings underscore the importance of digital infrastructure, capacity building, and community engagement 
in sustaining and expanding e-governance efforts in rural India.

Digital Governance: Evolution of Technology In Indian Politics And Government
Ms. Sneha, Department of Public Administration, Rajiv Gandhi National Institute of Youth Development, Sriperumbudur (Tamil Nadu)

Rapid digitisation in India has transformed its political landscape, governance structure and citizen engagement also. India’s digitisation journey in governance began 
with the national e-governance plan (NeGP) in 2006, which aimed to use technology for the electronic delivery of services. The transformation from Governance to 
e-governance has also transformed the way government functions, interacts with the citizens and delivers public service. The major aim is to enhance transparency, 
acceptability, improved governance structure, and efficiency in the government’s working system and provide better outcomes for citizens. If we talk about politics 
then we can see the use of social media as a great platform to connect with voters, share their slogans and manifestos and connect people with themselves. Online 
campaigning is also one of the main components of this technical age which enables politicians and political parties to raise funds for recruiting volunteers, data 
analytics, digital advertisement, and artificial intelligence, are also used by them. Technology has fully transformed politics, enabling new forms of engagement, 
communication and participation In future the technology in politics and governance is going to increase digitalisation, more government services will be available 
online, making it easier for citizens to access them. Furthermore, the future of technology in politics and governance depends upon the leadership and the vision of the 
politicians and the common people, also the digital infrastructure plays an important role in it. It majorly relies on digital literacy in the country. This paper explores the 
impact of technology on political engagement and artificial intelligence in governance. This analysis highlights the emerging trends, patterns and shifts in technology 
and its impact on politics and governance. Comparing the technology adoption and implementation across different countries, and regions and its effect on political 
process and governance outcomes. It also emphasises the future technical need of the citizen’s participation and engagement in governance, increasing transparency and 
accountability in the system and inclusive growth and development. This paper underlines the vital role of technology as a tool of governance for developing India and 
addresses the immediate governance challenges of the technological revolution 

PANEL - 14
DYNAMICS OF CONTEMPORARY GLOBAL POLITICS

Geopolitical Dynamics and Strategic Interests: India’s Interaction with NATO Amid the Russia-Ukraine Crisis
Dr. Archana Gupta, Associate Professor & Head, Department of Political Science & International Relations, IIS Jaipur (Rajasthan)

This paper investigates India’s geopolitical interests in the NATO region, focusing on the implications of the Russia-Ukraine crisis. India’s historical alignment with 
Russia and its strategic relationships with NATO countries present a complex diplomatic landscape, particularly in light of the ongoing conflict between Russia and 
Ukraine. This study explores how India’s neutral stance on the crisis—rooted in its principles of non-alignment and strategic autonomy—affects its interactions with 
NATO members. It examines the economic and strategic dimensions of India’s foreign policy, including its defence cooperation with Russia and trade relations with 
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NATO countries. The paper also considers the broader implications of India’s approach for regional security in the Indo-Pacific and its efforts to balance historical ties 
with Russia against evolving strategic partnerships with Western nations. Through this analysis, the paper provides insights into how India navigates its geopolitical 
interests amid global tensions and contributes to understanding India’s role in the NATO region and its broader international strategy.

To be a Good International Citizen?
Rethinking India’s Approach to the Rohingya Crisis

Raymond Kwun-Sun Lau, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science and Sociology, North South University (Bangladesh)

With the mass exodus of over a million Rohingya refugees from Myanmar to Bangladesh since August 2017, another estimated 40,000 Rohingyas are in India - at 
least 20,000 of them are registered with the United Nations High Commissioner For Refugees (UNHCR). Bangladesh, which is hosting the world’s largest refugee 
settlement, has sought India’s cooperation for the repatriation of the forcibly displaced Rohingyas to their homeland in Myanmar’s Rakhine state. Given that Bangladesh 
is historically and geographically close to India, any lasting solution to the voluntary, safe and sustained repatriation for the Rohingya will require New Delhi’s active 
involvement. India’s foreign policy position on the Rohingya issue, however, has consistently been aligned with Myanmar, as New Delhi has shown little consistency 
and (even) willingness to assume a proactive leadership in facilitating the repatriation of Rohingya refugees. Along with shifting them to detention centre, the Indian 
government has already deported some 1300 Rohingyas to Bangladesh and 16 Rohingyas to Myanmar since 2017. Adopting a historical approach, this chapter aims to 
explore India’s response and policy approach towards the Rohingya crisis, and, in particular, examine the role that New Delhi can play in pushing for the repatriation of 
the Rohingya refugees from Bangladesh. The data used for the study includes a combination of sources including relevant books, journal articles, print and electronic 
media, as well as archives and official publications of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), International Crisis Group, Humanitarian Policy 
Group and Refugees International. The central argument of this chapter, therefore, is that India can act as a good international citizen by assuming a more proactive 
leadership in resolving the Rohingya crisis. If the Indian leadership could show political courage and stand with Bangladesh by facilitating the repatriation of the 
Rohingya refugees to Myanmar, then India would not only enhance its international reputation and promote its credentials as a democratic power, but also but also 
prevent Bangladesh from tilting towards China, thereby counterbalancing China’s growing strategic and military influence in the Indian Ocean region.

India’s Response to the Rohingya Crisis: Humanitarianism vs. Geopolitics
Dr. Rakesh Kumar Yadav, Assistant Professor, Department of Peace and Conflict Studies and Management, Sikkim University, Gangtok (Sikkim)

The Rohingya crisis has posed a significant challenge to India’s foreign policy, juxtaposing humanitarian concerns with geopolitical interests. This paper examines 
India’s response to the crisis, analyzing the interplay between humanitarianism and geopolitics. While India has provided humanitarian assistance to Rohingya refugees, 
its stance on the crisis has been criticized for prioritizing geopolitical considerations over human rights. Through a critical discourse analysis of official statements, 
policy documents, and expert opinions, this paper argues that India’s response to the Rohingya crisis reflects a pragmatic approach, balancing humanitarian concerns 
with strategic interests in the region. The paper explores how India’s relationships with Myanmar, Bangladesh, and China have influenced its response, and how domestic 
political considerations have shaped its policy. This research contributes to the ongoing debate on the role of humanitarianism in international relations, highlighting the 
tensions between moral obligations and geopolitical interests. By examining India’s response to the Rohingya crisis, this paper provides insights into the complexities 
of humanitarian intervention in the context of regional geopolitics.

Contestation for Power: India and China Relationship
Sarita Bag, Assistant Professor in Political Science, Maa Manikeswari University, Bhawanipatna (Odisha)

Amid global focus on Ukraine, Gaza, and the South China Sea, tensions on the China-India border remain significant. Reports from the US Army War College and the 
US Annual Threat Assessment highlight the People’s Liberation Army’s (PLA) strategic positioning and infrastructure development along the Line of Actual Control 
(LAC) in Aksai Chin. These developments indicate a prolonged readiness for potential conflict, underscoring the importance of ongoing diplomatic efforts. Despite the 
world’s attention to other conflicts, the China-India border remains a hotbed of tension. The US Annual Threat Assessment, published in early 2024, pointed out that 
the disputed border strains bilateral relations. It noted, “While the two sides have not engaged in significant cross-border clashes since 2020, they are maintaining large 
troop deployments, and sporadic encounters between opposing forces risk miscalculation and escalation into armed conflict.” Nevertheless, “The shared disputed border 
between India and China will remain a strain on their bilateral relationship.” These characteristics of cooperation and conflict between India and China with aspirations 
to become major powers globally have tuned up the competitiveness, along with collaborations in some areas, and conflicts and contestations in others. Against this 
backdrop, the present paper highlights several issues such as the longstanding border dispute between India and China, the multifaceted nature of conflicts, geo-strategic 
importance, security policies, and implications. 

Viksit Bharat: Reshaping the Global World Order
Dr. Shakti Pradayani Rout, Associate Professor, Amity School of Liberal Arts, ASLA, Amity University, Gurugram (Haryana)

The contemporary global politics is characterized by a notion of peace and diplomacy over instability and war. The war between Ukraine and Russia not only questioning 
the hegemony of US but also, indicating about the rising China as economic powerhouse. The rising of China in the Asia Pacific is forcing India to showcase its 
power dynamics and strategies to contest its presence in the region. The presence of Japan, Germany and the European Union transformed the unipolar world order to 
multipolar. The emergencies of these states have their distinct and complex attributes and interdependency in globalized economic world order. The end of US hegemony, 
peaceful rise of China and emergence of Viksit Bharat are the new trend for contemporary global politics. The paper would critically analyze and compare the dynamics 
of major world powers like US, China, Russia, and Japan in context of the futuristic Indian presence in global canvas. The paper would carve out the strategies and 
motives of Indian foreign policy in contemporary world politics and their impact on the global world order. 

Dynamics of World Politics: Issues and Prospects 
Suchorita Ghosh, Assistant Professor, Dept. of Political Science, Annada College, Hazaribag (Jharkhand)

The present world politics displays a complex interplay of power, economic trends, international institutions, ideologies and technologies. The dynamics fuelling 
this complex is derived from historical and contemporary events, globalization and shifts in power structures. Subsequent to the cold war, the U.S. hegemony has 
been evolving into a multipolar world where the U.S. control is increasingly contested by powers like China, Russia, India, regional powers like Brazil, Turkey 
and multinational institutions. Globalization of economies has brought interdependencies and propagated trade wars and protectionism. Regional conspiracies and 
geopolitics, like that in the Arctic and Indo- Pacific area, further complicate the same. On the other hand, technological advancements in artificial intelligence (AI) 
and cyber capabilities have brought cooperation and competence. Global dynamics are also shaped by non- state actors like MNCs and transnational terrorist groups. 
Furthermore populism, identity politics and authoritarian regimes pose a threat to liberal democracies. Concerns like human rights and environmental crises, demand 
further cooperation in the world arena. Overall landscape of global politics is comprised of diverse elements and attendant challenges necessitating prudent adaptation 
and cooperation from all the stakeholders to uphold the spirit of harmonious coexistence.

Post Russia-Ukrainian Conflict European World Order: Emerging Challenges 
Dr Biswajit Mohapatra, Associate Professor, Politics & International Relations, North-Eastern Hill University, Shillong (Meghalaya)

The nature of geopolitics in our world today is rapidly changing. In the Pre-COVID period, while the United States appeared to be the stronger power and hence 
dominated the world order, in the post-COVID period, the US began to face challenges from China both in geo-politics and in the economic arena too. The otherwise 
stable world order appeared to be vulnerable with the talk of a US-China major conflict short of War. Under this geopolitical uncertainty, my paper will attempt to find 
answers to the following questions: (i) What will be the effects of present-day geopolitical competition between the United States and China on one hand and Russia 
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and the United States-led NATO on the European security? (ii) With the talk of decline of United States’ hegemony and economic influence and the rise of Communist 
China under President Xi’s rule, will the stable and secure European region need to rewire its security order in view of the end of Pax-Americana, the US may abandon 
the European region? (iii) What will be the impact on the European security, if the ‘Great Power Competition’ gets replaced with ‘multipower competition’? (iv) Does 
the failure of the United States to end this war decisively, along with NATO, raise questions over the ability of US to act as the so-called a guarantor of security to the 
European continent? (v) Whether the post-COVID World order will be truly a multipolar world or will it be again a unipolar world, with China replacing the United 
States in the next decade or so? (vi) As a consequence, will European security get fragmented or will it lead to a solid unity among the countries so as to resist China’s 
ascendancy in global politics and turn the world into a bi-polar world order rather than a multipolar world. 

A Political Study of Secularism in Nepal
Amir Ansari, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, ISDC, Prayagraj (U.P.)

Secularism in Nepal represents a complex and evolving political phenomenon, shaped by historical, cultural, and socio-political forces. This study explores the trajectory of 
secularism in Nepal, focusing on its historical roots, its impact on the state’s identity, and the challenges it faces in a diverse, multi-religious society. The study examines the 
shift from a Hindu monarchy to a secular federal republic following the 2006 peace process and the 2008 abolition of the monarchy. It analyzes how secularism has been 
implemented in the constitution and its implications for religious freedom, minority rights, and national unity. The study also investigates the tensions between secular policies 
and traditional religious practices, assessing the effectiveness of secularism in promoting equal representation and addressing communal conflicts. By employing a mixed-
methods approach, including historical analysis and contemporary case studies, this research provides insights into the successes and shortcomings of secularism in Nepal, 
offering recommendations for more inclusive and effective policy framework. And In this paper, I have focused on the debate of secularism in Nepal. This research paper study 
based on the mainly some primary & secondary data and descriptive method.

Increasing Tension in Sino-American Relations: Implications for the World
Devki Nandan, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Aryabhatta College, Delhi

The relationship between the US-China has always been a love-hate relationship. There have always been ups and downs in the relationship. It has always been a 
marriage of convenience as the two countries have never had common values, systems, and ideology. Due to their intense ideological, cultural, political, societal and 
now to an extent economic differences, the two countries are bound to have conflicts. They will have conflicts when there would be no catalytic elements between their 
relationships as the one provided by the Soviet Union during the Cold War.If we take a look at the recent past of the US-China relations, it is found that the relations 
have never declined to this level. Given the current trajectory of relations, scholars and academics have started debating about the onset of new cold war between the US 
and China. Both sides are behaving in a cold war like manner. They are trying to woo as many nations as possible into their respective groups. China has recently taken 
initiatives such as BRI and AIIB. On the other hand, the US has revived Quad groupings which include India, Japan, and Australia. The trade war between the two is not 
only going to affect the two nations but it will also change the global economic landscape. 

 India-Russia Dynamic Relations: In the Context of Contemporary Global Politics
Dr Ramesh Kumar, Professor, Department of Political Science, Central University of Haryana, Mahendergarh (Haryana)

Saroj Meghwal, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Central University of Haryana, Mahendergarh (Haryana)

In the globalizing world, India systematically strengthens its relations with countries that provide specific and tangible benefits to its national and international interests. 
India›s relationships with major existing and emerging powers will have a major impact on future global Politics. Its foreign policy looks beyond this to secure economic 
interests, especially access to raw materials and energy supplies, it is strengthening its relations at the international level, of which Russia is a key country. India and 
Russia have to present themselves as a confident and dynamic country that is fully prepared to play a bigger role in ensuring stability, security and peace in the world. 
In this context, this article will throw light on the emerging dynamics of India-Russia relations by making an analytical study of contemporary global politics. It also 
underlines the priority of national interests from the perspective of India›s foreign policy by mentioning its policy of neutrality during the Russia-Ukraine conflict. In 
the last, this article highlights the potential challenges India faces in maintaining a delicate balance between the US and Russia and suggests a way forward with some 
important suggestions.

India In O.I.C. (Organization of Islamic Cooperation)
Dr. Ashish Kumar Srivastav, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Veer Kunwar Singh University, Ara (Bihar)

Organization of Islamic cooperation is an intergovernmental organization claims to be the collective voice of the Muslim world and works to safeguard and protect 
the interest of the Muslim world in the spirit of promoting international peace and harmony. This article explores the India’s role in OIC and emphasis the possibilities 
of absorption of India as a substantial member of OIC. As a largest secular and democratic country and with largest Muslim population other than Muslim majority or 
Islamic state, India can contribute a lot to the OIC. This article also reveals that how OIC is becoming gradually a communal block by being silence on some major issues 
only on religious grounds, which would not be a good for future world order and communal harmony.

The Twist and Turns in Political Dynamics in Assam: Implications of AGP’s Saffron Alignment
Dr. Dipak Kumar Sarma, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, C.K.B. College, Jorhat (Assam)

The Assam Gana Parishad (AGP), a leading regional force in Assam’s sub-national political discourse, has gradually drifted from its original promises, resulting in a 
significant erosion of the public trust it gained after the Assam Movement. Internal dissidence, defections, and factional conflicts have severely impacted the party’s 
growth since its inception in 1985. Despite leading two full-term governments, the AGP failed to fulfill key electoral promises, notably its commitment to expel illegal 
immigrants from Assam. While the AGP has consistently championed this cause, its alliance with the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has drawn considerable criticism. 
The enactment of the Citizenship Amendment Act, 2019 at the behest of the BJP, which amends the Citizenship Act, 1955, has sparked widespread opposition across 
the country. Although the AGP opposes the Citizenship Amendment Act, it continues to form pre-poll alliances with the BJP, raising questions about its principles and 
strategy. This paper seeks to critically analyze the AGP’s decision to align with the BJP, against the backdrop of historical context and recent developments, and examines 
the leadership dynamics within both parties.

“Dustlik”: A Development in the Security Partnership Between India and Uzbekistan
 Jagesh Kumar, Student of Political Science, Central University of Himachal Pradesh, Dharamshala (Himachal Pradesh)

The bilateral relationship between India and Uzbekistan has been significantly strengthened through the joint military exercise known as “Dustlik.” Initiated in 2019, 
this exercise symbolizes a burgeoning security partnership aimed at enhancing cooperation, interoperability, and mutual understanding between the armed forces of 
both nations. “Dustlik” addresses regional security challenges, including counterterrorism, counterinsurgency, and disaster response, reflecting a shared commitment to 
stability and peace in Central Asia. This partnership is underscored by a strategic alignment against common threats and a mutual interest in fostering regional security. 
The evolution of “Dustlik” signifies a deepening of defence ties, with broader implications for geopolitical stability and collaborative security efforts in the region

India-Russia Relationship: Role of the Indian Diaspora in Projecting Soft Power
Javed Charan, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi

In this paper I will address how the migration of the highly skilled labour can be effectively utilized as an agent of soft power for the origin country (India). The concept 
of soft power leads to redefine the notions of asymmetrical interdependence between these two nations. This paper will also discuss how Indian Diaspora can acquire 
a leading role to increase soft power with the Russia to India. The large-scale migration that took place in the 20th and 21st century from India also retained with 
themselves various aspects of cultural heritage. Along with the nuanced elements of cultural heritages, those people acquired a new but already present instrument that 
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can create a very effective mode of dialogue making amid the people in their own cultural domains. This soft power of the Indian diasporic community has been assisted 
by the Indian Government through several amendments in its foreign policies that always address the issues that concern PIOs and OCIs. In 2024, Russia and India are 
celebrating the 77nd anniversary of diplomatic relations. In this framework I will bring forth some new dimensions like the narrative frames derived from these cultural 
heritages that will try to examine the association and engagement that the Indian Diaspora community still finds being away from the India. 

India’s Evolving Role in Contemporary Global Politics
Prof. Kamal Kumar, Department of Political Science, University of Lucknow, Lucknow (Uttar Pradesh)

The paper delves into India’s evolving role in contemporary global politics by examining its strategic positioning as a rising power and its engagement in multilateral 
forums. It outlines India’s relationships with key players like the United States, China, and Russia, emphasizing the complexities of these dynamics. The analysis 
includes discussions on India’s regional diplomacy, economic partnerships, and its role in global governance, focusing on initiatives such as the G4 alliance and climate 
change negotiations. Despite India’s progress and leadership aspirations, challenges like domestic issues and geopolitical tensions persist, influencing its effectiveness 
in global governance. Overall, the narrative underscores India’s transition from non-alignment to multi alignment, highlighting its increasing influence and the need to 
effectively navigate complex international landscapes to sustain its global ambitions.

Dynamics in West Asian Geo-Politics: Convergence of Indo-US Strategic Partnership
Mahi R, Doctoral Scholar, Department of Political Science, University of Kerala, Thiruanathapuram (Kerala)

Indo-US strategic partnership shares several common interests in the dynamics of West Asian geopolitics. The US dominated the global political front for decades, but 
now the world is fractured by geopolitical tensions and followed by multi-polarisation. West Asia is in a constant state of anarchy and witnessing increased security 
competition among principal actors in the region. In West Asia, India and the US can partner in various sectors, such as critical technologies, counter-terrorism, health 
and education, etc. India and the US engage in regional partnerships like I2U2, IMEC and the Abraham Accords to secure peace and order in West Asia. They are trying 
to counter China’s assertive policies by adopting a realpolitik partnership in the region. So, this anarchic regional order in West Asia can be transformed into a favourable 
position for India and the US regarding their economic and strategic interests. Chinese rivalry is essential for Indo-US cooperation to have a strategy for coexisting with 
China. India and the US strive to establish a cooperative security framework in West Asia through bilateral and multilateral meetings. The focus is on conflict resolution 
through diplomatic measures and deployment of armed forces only as a last resort when the former fails. India and the US are democratic states that stress negotiations 
and advocate rules-based order. This paper examines the scope and challenges of Indo-US strategic partnership in West Asia. 

India’s Role in World Politics
Dr. Purabi Barman, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Heramba Chandra College, Kolkata (West Bengal)

India, the world’s largest democracy, has played a significant role in global politics by leveraging its influence in international organizations and reshaping global 
dynamics. With its vast population and third-largest economy, India faces the dual realities of substantial economic potential alongside persistent challenges, such as 
poverty and developmental issues. Despite these hurdles, India is gaining recognition as an emerging global leader, driven by its rapidly expanding economy.Top of 
FormBottom of FormIndia’s global role is characterized by its regional dominance, strategic partnerships, expanding international networks, and rising global influence, 
establishing it as a major player in shaping global dynamics. As the leading power in South Asia, India is also actively strengthening its ties with Southeast Asian nations 
to boost trade and economic relations. Concurrently, it is focusing on West and Central Asia to secure energy resources and enhance its strategic presence in the Indian 
Ocean region, emphasizing its interests in maritime security and regional stability. Furthermore, India maintains crucial relationships with major global powers, including 
the United States, the European Union, China, Russia, and Japan. Its expanding role in international organizations and forums reflects its increasing global influence. 
Overall, India’s role in world politics is multifaceted, driven by its ambition to contribute significantly to global peace, stability, and prosperity. As India continues to 
grow economically and militarily, its influence on the global stage is set to expand, playing a key role in shaping the geopolitical landscape of the 21st century.

 India In Global Politics Today
Dr. Rajendra D. Shinde, Associate Professor, SMBPK College, Shankarnagar, Nanded (Maharashtra)

In recent years, India has emerged as a significant player in global politics. With its strategic geographic location, burgeoning economy, and growing military capabilities, 
India has become a key actor in various international forums. This paper explores India’s current position in global politics, examining its diplomatic strategies, economic 
policies, military developments, and soft power initiatives. It also discusses India’s relationships with major global powers, its role in regional organizations, and its 
stance on pressing global issues such as climate change, terrorism, and global trade. The paper concludes with an analysis of the challenges and opportunities that lie 
ahead for India as it seeks to enhance its influence on the world stage.

Neo-Ottomanism and Political Islam: Tracing the Role of the Domestic in Türkiye’s Foreign Policy for West Asia
Rajiv S Krishnan, Research Scholar, University College, University of Kerala, Thiruanathapuram (Kerala)

Turkiye is an important player in the geopolitical region of West Asia but the question regarding what drives its foreign policies for the region is a contested one. From 
realist to neo-Marxist scholars, there has been differing opinions regarding the role of the domestic politics in shaping Turkish foreign policy. This paper attempts to 
discover the measure of the domestic’s influence over the foreign policy by gauging the extend of the influence political Islam has in the foreign policy matters. For the 
purpose, the paper looks at how Turkey interacts with its immediate neighbourhood and whether it has a geo-cultural import or influence. The paper also, consequently, 
tries to verify the nature of neo-ottomanism in Turkish policies towards West Asia and how it would unfold and impact global politics. This also works as a case study 
model of how much domestic politics impacts foreign policy making in the contemporary era. 

Emerging Bharat in Global Politics: Exploring India’s Dynamic Foreign Policy in the 21st Century
Ramesh Chandra Sethi, Assistant Professor, Department of Social Sciences and Humanities, Kalinga Institute of Industrial Technology, Bhubaneswar (Odisha)

Satya Narayan Jena, Assistant Professor, Department of Social Sciences and Humanities, Kalinga Institute of Industrial Technology, Bhubaneswar (Odisha)

India’s rise in the 21st century has been remarkable in global politics. In line with the Global 2030 Development Agenda, the country’s noteworthy progress centered around 
four Ds- Democracy, Development, Demography, and Demand- has improved its standing on the global platform. Beginning with the 1990s economic liberalization, 
the sustained economic growth of about 6-7 percent per annum making India the 5th largest global economy in GDP terms, has made India visible on the world stage. 
India’s foreign policy, which emphasizes strategic independence and mutual partnership with global powers in critical areas, has strengthened India’s position in global 
politics and instilled optimism about its future global influence. This study delves into India’s dynamic foreign policy positioning in the 21st century and its significant 
role in shaping India’s preeminence in the global order. The study employs descriptive, analytical, and qualitative research methods based on secondary sources of 
data. It highlights India’s leading role in centering the Global South in today’s global politics. It analyzes India’s recent G-20 leadership and the new approach to global 
cooperation rooted in its civilizational philosophy of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam as well as the vision of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi. The study concludes that 
India, while securing its national interest, is emerging as an influential global leader in determining the geopolitics of 21st century. Today, India is recognized as a friend 
to countries facing unprecedented crises and a peacebuilder in a world ridden with conflicts.

Global Politics in Transition: Assertive Identities and Diaspora Concerns for India 
Dr Sabu Thomas, Professor & Head, Department of Political Science, University of Calicut, Calicut (Kerala)

In the era of globalization diaspora has become a key element in deciding national priorities and in operating foreign policies. The development of many nations depends 
heavily on diaspora contributions in the soft and hard perspectives. The out migration of skilled employment and youth may bring remittance economic advantages and 
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may bring further cultural and political dividends. But on the other hand, the drain of resources may cause serious dents in terms of economy and growth. Thus, diaspora 
advantage lies in fixing a viability point in terms of migration and also in terms of capitalizing the advantages. This is a serious concern for Asian countries including 
India which contributes a lion’s share in diaspora formation. In this back ground the present paper tries to understand the role of diaspora in contributing to national 
development. The question is addressed in the particular context of assertive identity formations, which incidentally results in clash between cultures. The major concern 
here is how to develop a practical frame work of assimilation against the so-called norms of identity with keeping the interest of nations and individuals at large. 

India’s Evolving Role in Global Politics: Strategic Partnerships, Multilateral Engagements and Emerging Challenges
Inamdar Tipusultan Alarsaheb, Assistant Professor, School of Liberal Arts and Social Science, University, Wagholi, Pune (Maharashtra)

Sadaf Syed, Assistant Professor, School of Liberal Arts and Social Science, Faculty of Education and Humanities, University, Wagholi, Pune (Maharashtra)

The place of India in international politics has significantly altered over time due to its increasing influence and strategic importance on the global stage. This paper 
examines India’s strategic partnerships, especially with great powers like the US, Russia, China, and emerging actors such as Japan and Australia. It also delves into 
India’s active participation in multilateral organizations including United Nations, BRICS and Quad bringing out its role in enhancing and maintaining world governance 
as well as regional stability. India faces several challenges such as economic vulnerabilities, security threats and geopolitical tensions with its neighbours. Additionally, it 
highlights how this country is striking a balance between economic development and environmental sustainability while using soft power to improve its brand globally. 
Through detailed analysis of cases studies, this study provides insights into India’s strategies in Indo-Pacific: Ukraine crisis response; and stance on global trade wars. 
In conclusion, the paper assesses implications of these dynamics for India’s future foreign policy thereby offering a comprehensive understanding of opportunities plus 
challenges that face Indian policy makers as they try to consolidate their position as an eminent global power.

Security and Regional Diplomacy between India-Myanmar: A Study
Sivapandiyan. K, MA Student, Department of Political Science, School of Social Sciences, Madurai Kamaraj University, Madurai (Tamil Nadu)

Mukilan, M, MA Student, Department of Political Science, School of Social Sciences, Madurai Kamaraj University, Madurai (Tamil Nadu)

The India-Myanmar relationship, characterized by a complex interplay of security concerns and regional diplomacy, reflects the broader dynamics of South and Southeast 
Asian geopolitics. Historically, India and Myanmar have shared a long border, cultural ties, and economic interactions, which have shaped their bilateral relations. The 
strategic importance of Myanmar to India is underscored by its location as a gateway to Southeast Asia, making it a critical partner in India’s “Look-East and Act 
East” policies. Security issues, particularly related to insurgency and cross-border terrorism, have been central to the bilateral dialogues. India has sought to enhance 
cooperation with Myanmar to combat insurgent groups operating across the border and to address illegal activities such as human trafficking and drug smuggling. 
In response, Myanmar has increasingly engaged with India to bolster it has its own security and economic stability. Regionally, both nations are involved in various 
diplomatic initiatives aimed at fostering stability and development in the Bay of Bengal and the wider Indo-Pacific region. Collaborative efforts include infrastructure 
projects, such as the Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport Project, which aims to improve connectivity between the two countries and facilitate regional trade. The 
relationship between India and Myanmar also involves engagement with other regional players, including China and ASEAN countries. The balance of power in these 
triadic dynamic influences their bilateral diplomacy, with India working to strengthen its strategic and economic foothold in Myanmar while navigating the complex 
regional landscape. In summary, the India-Myanmar relationship is a multifaceted one, driven by security concerns and regional diplomatic strategies. As both countries 
continue to navigate their bilateral ties, their cooperation will be pivotal in shaping the stability and growth of the broader Indo-Pacific region

Religious Fundamentalism, Economic Development and Sustainability: A Political Economy Analysis of World Countries
Tinu Joseph, HoD, Dept. of Economics, St. Francis De sales’ College, Seminary Hills, Nagpur (Maharashtra)

The study tries to interpolate the relationship between religious fundamentalism and economic stability among the world countries. Religious fundamentalism has been 
defined in a sense that a country follows religious laws as applicable to the citizens over and above any law of the country. It can be the implication of laws straight away 
from the religious doctrine, or a holy book. Economic progress can be defined in a way of achieving economic growth over the years as well as progress in development 
aspects of the citizens. Looking into just economic growth may be a very narrow definition of progress so development aspects concerning human progress also taken 
into consideration. The methodology followed was to include only countries that follow the religious laws from doctrine or any holy book rather than modern state laws. 
Economic progress includes the progress from the current state of the economy such as economic growth, stability of the economic variables, developmental aspects of 
the population etc. Some of the countries that inculcated religious law as state law include Saudi Arabia, Iran, UAE, Israel etc. The study also looks into the aspects of 
religious fundamentalism and sustainable development relationships. 

Reconstruction of the ‘Ideas’ of City in Indian Philosophical Literature of a Bio-powered World- A Tool for City Diplomacy?
Nandini Das, Post-Graduate Student, Department of Political Science, University of Hyderabad, Hyderabad (Telangana)

Epistemology is the study of knowledge. This proves an important fact that knowledge is so important that its construction requires a separate base of knowledge, which 
is known as epistemology. As newer technologies of power are evolving, societies are producing newer streams of thoughts through Rethinking. In the context of the 
study of India, it has become a part of the decolonisation project. Keeping this in the background, this paper keeps city at its centre. In the western philosophy, a city does 
not represent merely a physical space, as scholars like Bourdieu, Foucault, Barthes have argued; it has varied meanings, but all are wrapped in western understanding. 
Across histories, cities in India and the world have played roles in creating ideas and intellectuals, which ultimately dictated power-politics, which makes it an object of 
‘political study’.But this paper attempts at understanding a city through the lens of various schools of Indian Philosophy, for Indian philosophy is found to emphasise 
primarily individuals as its point of study. Having done that, it will be contextualised in the ‘biopowered’ world for projecting its present and future prospects at various 
vertical levels and in horizontal segments for pursuing City-diplomacy. For the paper will first look at western conception, then qualitatively form a separate study of the 
Indian case across histories to present the present and future constructions of the very idea. In the second segment, the paper deals specifically with India to explore the 
potentiality of city-diplomacy as part of ‘Vikshit Bharat’.

India as a Peacemaker in Russia-Ukraine Conflict: Possibilities and Challenges
Dr. Aslam Khan, Associate Professor, Department of Gandhian and Peace Studies, Mahatma Gandhi Central University, Motihari (Bihar)

Russia-Ukraine Conflict is leading towards a no return situation because of recent counter offensive by Ukraine in Kursk region in Russia. The geopolitical and strategic 
factors are subject to the manipulation and support of western block to Ukraine. Russia considers the involvement of NATO and US as grave security threat. While, 
there is no initiative of peace from western power block and failure of United Nations is resulting in the hostile situation. India being a strategic partner of Russia in 
defence, security and space always supported the peaceful resolution of the ongoing conflict. The appeal made by Ukrainian President to Indian Prime Minister Modi 
for stopping the war. The recent visit by Indian PM to Ukraine was historic as it was first visit by any Indian premier since Ukraine’s independence in 1991 and Ukraine 
consider it as a diplomatic shift. The issue of energy supply was raised by Ukraine but India defended the stand. PM Modi advocated for the Gandhian ideals of peace 
while paying homage to Mahatma Gandhi Statue in Kyiv. India emphasized its firm stand on peace and dialogue. Zelensky proposed to host a peace summit in India. 
The growing strategic and political influence of India at global stage is evident and India is being considered as a peacemaker in this conflict. The paper will critically 
analyse the theme. 

India’s Multi-Alignment Stance in Global Geopolitics: Evolution through Soft Power 
Asma Khan, Former Student, Department of Political Science and International Relations, IIS Jaipur (Rajasthan) 

India’s foreign policy has transitioned from a post-colonial non-alignment to a dynamic multi-alignment stance in the 21st century. This research examines the evolution 
of India’s multi-alignment strategy within the broader context of global geopolitics, emphasizing its growing reliance on soft power. The study explores how India’s 
strategic engagements with diverse international actors—ranging from the United States and Russia to regional neighbours like China and the Middle East—are informed 
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by its cultural diplomacy, economic partnerships, and leadership in multilateral institutions. It delves into India’s use of soft power tools, including its promotion of 
democracy, technological prowess, and cultural heritage, to advance its geopolitical interests while navigating the complexities of an increasingly multipolar world. The 
research also analyzes the challenges and opportunities that India faces in maintaining this delicate balance, as it seeks to assert its influence without becoming entangled 
in rigid alliances. By integrating soft power with traditional geopolitical strategies, India is carving out a unique role for itself on the global stage, redefining the concept 
of alignment in a world characterized by shifting power dynamics.

India’s Disaster Diplomacy in South East Asia: Regional Humanitarianism, First Responder, and Way Forward
Ayadoure S. Stalin, Research Scholar, Centre for Indo Pacific Studies, School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi

This research paper investigates India’s disaster diplomacy in Southeast Asia, analyzing the efficiency as a regional humanitarian actor and first responder. Southeast 
Asia is highly vulnerable to natural disasters due to its geographical location, climate variability, and socio-economic factors, making effective disaster response and 
management critical for the region. In recent years, India has emerged as a significant player in providing disaster relief and humanitarian assistance, showcasing its 
capabilities through proactive engagement in the region. This study examines India’s regional humanitarian initiatives in disaster diplomacy, focusing on how such 
initiatives not only address immediate relief needs but also aim to enhance regional resilience and strengthen diplomatic ties by soft power projection. By analyzing case 
study of India’s response to major natural disasters in Southeast Asia, the research assesses the effectiveness of India’s disaster diplomacy from 2000-2020 to identify 
the challenges faced to be a first responder. This paper concludes by providing recommendations for India to further solidify its position as a leading humanitarian actor, 
contributing to sustainable and resilient disaster management in the vulnerable landscape of Southeast Asia.

India and China in the Indian Ocean: New Power Projections
Dr. Mayengbam Nandakishwor Singh, Assistant Professor of Political Science Department of Political Science, Manipur University, Imphal (Manipur)

The importance of the Indian Ocean both economically and strategically for India and China is more amplifying than ever. The Indian Ocean is one of the busiest trade 
routes in the world. It is so indispensable for strategic reasons for many countries. It has been a tendency of powerful nations to entrench a stronghold in the Indian 
Ocean. The overwhelming presence of US navy in the Indian Ocean is an undisputed fact. With the emergence of two gigantic powers—India and China, the Indian 
Ocean has become a hot flashpoint today. The increasing maritime activities of India and China has its imperatives and challenges. This opens up new power dynamics, 
at least in Asia. China’s economy relies heavily on the Indian Ocean—Malacca Strait. China intends to free itself from the Malacca Dilemma. China is cognizant of 
the possible havoc its rival powers can wreak in the event of full-scale clash. Befriending the south Asian countries barring India, and launching new projects by China 
such as Sino-Myanmar pipelines connecting Myanmar’s Sittwe and China’s Yunnan are the glaring acts of its new power projection. It is a fact that the Indian Ocean 
is so intrinsic to the whole-body structure of India. The question of India’s prosperity and national security being inveterately tied-up with the Indian Ocean is beyond 
question. The Indian Ocean is not a military free zone. The surging maritime activities of China in the Indian Ocean is a most concern for India. India is magnifying its 
military build-up in the Indian Ocean. Belligerent activities in the Indian Ocean is the root of new power contention in the region. This research paper attempts to address 
some fundamental questions: (a) why is the Indian Ocean becoming a zone of new power rivalry between China and India? (b) What are the challenges and the possible 
outcomes of power confrontation in the Indian Ocean?

 India-Japan Cooperation in the Emerging Asian Geopolitics 
Prakash Jangid, Senior Research Fellow in the Department of Political Science, University of Rajasthan, Jaipur (Rajasthan)

The 21st century India-Japan relationship is built on significant trust between Tokyo and New Delhi. The bilateral ties span a wide spectrum of fields with trade, 
regional security, maritime issues, and energy security playing crucial roles. The long-standing Special Strategic and Global Partnership aims to address the risks and 
vulnerabilities resulting from the power shift in Asia. By collaborating on Asian security issues, India and Japan aim to counterbalance growing Chinese influence in 
the region. The bilateral cooperation is among the strongest when it comes to strengthening their collaborative approach through institutions and organizations focused 
on the Asian region. Japan’s foreign policy has adapted to the evolving geopolitical and geo-economic landscape in Asia, maintaining its relevance by supporting 
infrastructure development and providing political backing for multilateral institutions in the region. Meanwhile, India’s centrality in the Indo-Pacific calls for greater 
responsibility in promoting a Free and Open Indo-Pacific. The paper analyses how, in the changing dynamics of the region, India-Japan cooperation can have a significant 
impact in securing their shared interests in the region.

Shaping the Emerging World Order and India’s World View
Dr. Prasanta Kumar Sahu, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Dharanidhar University, Keonjhar (Odisha) 

India is heir to a very rich and sophisticated tradition of statecraft and diplomatic practice, and this legacy continues to shape its current strategic culture and diplomatic 
behaviour. Studying the Jambudvipa mandala from our ancient texts, one is struck by the fact that it does not ascribe centrality and superiority to Bharatvarsha, which is 
only one among the lotus petals that make up our universe. This is the reverse of the Chinese world view, which sees the Han core as the most advanced and civilized. 
India will never have a ‘middle kingdom complex’. It accepts a world in which there are other dvipa or islands with their own characteristics and values. One can relate 
this to India’s advocacy for a multi-polarity in the contemporary context.

Analysing the Relevance of Symbols in Changing Indian Foreign Policy
Dr. Shomaila Warsi, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Kirori Mal College University of Delhi, Delhi

Gaurav Bisaria LAM Fellow, Department of Political Science, Kirori Mal College University of Delhi, Delhi 

Since assuming office in May 2014, the Narendra Modi government has overseen a remarkable transformation in Indian foreign policy. This shift is evident in the 
ongoing discussions and deliberations in intellectual and political circles. Within a relatively brief period, the Modi administration has managed to establish a unique 
legacy, driven by its ambition to elevate India to the status of a significant global player. Indian foreign policy extensively employs symbols, rituals, and ceremonies, and 
this approach is closely tied to the essence of the state and diplomatic representation. The symbols like the Ashoka Chakra adorning the National Flag to the National 
Emblem and Naval flag represent the changing nature of India’s foreign policy since political signs permeate all aspects of Indian society and foreign policy objectives. 
This paper aims to study the changes in the national symbols of India, in the light of recent foreign policy developments and how they represent the symbols of change 
and the power of a self-reliant and new India.

Disruptive Geopolitical Order in Asia: Recalibrating Indo-US Response to Bangladesh Crisis.
Sriyansh Mohanty, Doctoral Researcher, Department of Political Science, Sharda University, Gretar Noida (Uttra Pradesh)

Prof. Tapan Prasad Biswal, Professor, Department of Political Science, Sharda University, Gretar Noida (Uttra Pradesh)

After almost a quarter of the 21st century, the proverbial saying that it’s an Asian century proves to be true in many ways. Asia has witnessed and is still witnessing 
political and economic meltdown, simmering conflict, ocean weaponization, and existential war/conflict. The continent is bearing the brunt of it. The United States 
in the top and India in the middle in the pyramid of the global order and international power structure have an obligation. Both countries envision shared concerns 
and responsibilities. Any disruption necessitates the attention and efforts of both democracies to explore possibilities to either maintain the status quo or engage in 
a direct/indirect intervention to stabilize a peaceful world order. India and the USA cannot remain silent spectators in a fast-changing world order where there is a 
visible emergence of a “nexus,” which is similar to the situation that unfolded after the First World War. I hope history repeats itself and the “alliance” of the liberal 
democratic world ultimately triumphs with the liquidation of an unholy nexus. The emerging influence of China could be a trigger point for American interests. In this 
context, Bangladesh can be considered as a test case of Indo-US relationship. The paper will explore that whether the transition from a democratic order to a seemingly 
democratic arrangement were at the behest of the United States, keeping in view the anti-Indian nature of the movement in Bangladesh.
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Emerging New World Order: Russian Perspectives
Dr Manabhanjan Meher, Assistant Professor, Department of South and Central Asian Studies, Central University of Punjab, Bathinda (Punjab)

The US-led liberal world order that emerged after the end of the Cold War has been shaken in last few years. The Russian special military operation in Ukraine on 
February 24, 2022 represents a major historical turning point in this context. By that time, the Ukrainian conflict had been going on for almost eight years, if not even 
longer. Following the dissolution of the USSR, the US and its allies embarked on a course of a military and political takeover of the former Soviet sphere of influence, 
and NATO became the main instrument in achieving this. The United States’ pursuit of Ukraine’s membership in NATO began almost as soon as Ukraine became 
independent. The West believed that Russian leadership didn’t have the right to set conditions and must only follow the rules set by the stronger and more successful 
Western community. This is how the EU eventually got involved in the current Ukraine war. In the meanwhile, Russia has also failed to hold together the rapidly coming 
apart post-Soviet space that Moscow has perceived as a natural and lawful sphere of its interests. Russia’s current official vision of world order is based on the 
concept of multipolarity/polycentricity, and this approach has remained relatively consistent since the mid-1990s. The multipolarity was proposed by Russia’s 
then–minister of foreign affairs, E. Primakov, in 1996. In 2007, speaking at the annual Munich Security Conference, the Russian president criticized the unipolar 
world order and fixed Russia’s status as a supporter of an exclusively multipolar system of International Relations. This paper would highlight the nuances that 
led to rise of such confrontations among the major powers. It also study responses of Global South countries in such conditions and the role in multipolar world order.

 India-Central Asia Energy Relations: Challenges and Opportunities
Neha Gogoi, M.A Political science, Central University of Himachal Pradesh, Dharamshala (Himachal Pradesh)

India is now looking out and Central Asia is where India must focus on to leverage its political and economic links and be the major player in Eurasia. As India endeavors 
to expand procurement avenues and obtain sustainable energy security, Central Asia avails both opportunities and challenges. This is driven by the regions’ rich energy 
resources consisting of oil, natural gas and uranium, making it an inevitable aspect of its foreign policy as well as its energetic relationships with Central Asia. India’s 
growing demand for energy and need to bypass traditional routes dominated by other powers form significant elements of this equation. There is a lot going on in 
this relationship. For Example, The International North-South Corridor (INSTC) and the TAPI (Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India) natural gas pipeline aim 
to improve connectivity but these projects are hindered by regional instability and complex diplomatic engagements. Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan are 
important strategic partners for India as they have large reserves of the resource which India is in need. Furthermore, this paper deals with the restructuring of diplomatic 
ties for such relationships that relies on overcoming economic, political and security challenges.
Cultural Diplomacy and Soft Power: The Role of Shared Heritage in India-Bangladesh Relations and Its Impact on South Asia and Southeast Asia.
Nidhi Singh, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi (Uttar Pradesh) 

In the field of international relations, cultural diplomacy and soft power have emerged as essential tools in promoting mutual understanding and cooperation between 
nations. This paper examines the role of shared heritage in shaping India-Bangladesh relations, focusing on how cultural connections influence diplomatic interactions 
and bilateral ties. India and Bangladesh, with their intertwined histories and cultural legacies, provide a unique case study of how shared linguistic, artistic, and 
historical elements can serve as catalysts for diplomatic engagement. The paper evaluates the regional implications of this cultural engagement. By examining how 
India and Bangladesh’s cultural diplomacy influences their relations with neighbouring South Asian countries and broader Southeast Asian dynamics, the research 
highlights the role of cultural soft power in shaping regional stability and cooperation. The study considers how cultural diplomacy helps address regional challenges 
and promotes a cohesive regional identity. The paper explores the historical context of cultural interactions between the two nations, highlighting how colonial legacies 
and post-independence developments have impacted their cultural exchange.Ultimately, this paper describes the importance of cultural diplomacy as a strategic tool 
in international relations, demonstrating that the shared cultural heritage of India and Bangladesh not only enriches their bilateral relationship but also serves as a 
foundation for enduring peace and collaboration in the region

Trade, Culture, and Investment: The Evolution of Hydrocarbon Diplomacy of China and India in the Gulf
Nitish Kumar Parihar, Research Scholar, Energy Studies Programme, School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi

Atul Kumar, Professor, Energy Studies Programme, School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi

The hydrocarbon diplomacy of China and India in the Gulf represents a significant shift in the geopolitical landscape, intertwining trade, culture, and investment 
in a region pivotal to global energy security. Historically, the Gulf has been the fulcrum of energy supplies, and as two of the world’s largest and fastest-growing 
economies, China and India have increasingly sought to secure their energy needs through strategic engagement with Gulf nations. This evolution, however, is not 
merely transactional; it reflects a complex tapestry of cultural exchanges, historical ties, and economic strategies. China’s aggressive acquisition strategy and state-
backed investments contrast with India’s cautious and diversified approach, although State-owned enterprises have major role to play in both states. Chinese companies 
such as China National Petroleum Corporation, Sinopec, and China National Offshore Oil Corporation have been at the forefront, securing long-term oil contracts and 
investing in hydrocarbon assets worldwide. Indian SOEs such as Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Videsh have played a significant role in overseas investment in oil 
projects. Cultural diplomacy has emerged as a subtle yet powerful tool in hydrocarbon diplomacy. While China has leveraged its cultural heritage through initiatives like 
Confucius Institutes and cultural exchange programs, India has exercised its soft power through Indian Council for Cultural Relations exchanges and engagement with 
the Indian diaspora. The Belt and Road Initiative, China’s ambitious infrastructure and investment program, further integrates cultural elements to enhance its global 
influence. As both nations continue to grow and expand their influence, their strategies in hydrocarbon diplomacy will have far-reaching implications for global energy 
markets and geopolitical stability. 

 The Nuclear Southern Asia and India’s Strategic Deterrence
Mrityunjay Goswami, Research Scholar, Jindal School of International Affairs, O P Jindal Global University, Sonepat (Haryana)

In November 2018, India demonstrated its nuclear triad capabilities after conducting a successful patrol of its first nuclear-capable SSBN INS Arihant putting India 
into the elite club of a few countries with a nuclear triad. Such demonstration of the nuclear triad changed the nuclear dynamics of Southern Asia in India’s favour and 
enhanced the credibility of its minimum deterrence posture. The Nuclear weapons modernization program of China and strategic cooperation with Pakistan to deter India 
in conventional war raised the eyebrows of the strategic community in New Delhi. The nuclear asymmetric posture in India’s Neighbourhood with wider implications for 
India’s overall security apparatus that confines India’s geostrategic gains. China’s nuclear ambitions have a domino effect over the stability-instability paradox between 
India and Pakistan that can further lead to the nuclearization of South Asia. This paper aims to highlight the doctrinal aspects of the Indian approach as far as the nuclear 
dynamics of Southern Asia are concerned. This paper will also look into the Indian aspect of shifting dynamics in India’s nuclear deterrent capabilities to deter both of 
her Nuclear-armed Neighbours.

The Role of Research and Development in Achieving Great Power Status: A Comparative Study of India and the U.S.
Deshdeepak, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Central University of Haryana, Mahendragarh (Haryana)

Anu, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Central University of Haryana, Mahendragarh (Haryana)

Since the last century, the role of hard power in international politics has diminished due to self-determination, increased socio-economic interdependence, and liberal 
values like human rights, yet states remain self-interest-seeking global actors. To fulfil their interests in this transformed environment, states must develop new and 
diverse means of power, with technological advancement being one of the most crucial. Innovation in science and technology acts as a catalyst, enhancing the efficiency 
and effectiveness of all other forms of power, whether military, economic, or human capital. A state’s ability to use its power and impact better than its peers is an 
important part of being a great power. This means that any state that wants to become a great power must be technologically advanced and innovative in all areas. 
It requires a focused and substantial investment in research and development (R&D). This paper explores the case of India, an aspiring great power, by analysing its 
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current state of R&D in comparison to that of an established great power, the United States. Specifically, the analysis focuses on the fields of medicine and computing, 
two areas critical to a nation’s technological and economic future. It examines India’s technological development gap compared to the US and its implications for its 
aspirations to become a great power, offering insights for aligning R&D efforts. This study is based on secondary data collected and published by government, non-profit 
organisations, scholars and media houses. 

New-Battlefields’ in South-Asia: ‘Sharp Power’, Beijing’s ‘Media-Game’, India’s ‘Deterrence’ and Lessons from ‘Cold -War.
Mahesh Prasad Gangopadhyay, MA International and Area Studies, MMAJ Academy, Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi

Sarafaraj Ahmed, MA International and Area Studies, MMAJ Academy, Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi 

Mohd Hadi Raza, MA International and Area Studies, MMAJ Academy, Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi, 

The aim of this study begins by examining China’s aggressive push for its positive self-image and admiration in the world through ‘San Zhong Zhanfa’, public opinion 
modelling or ‘Xinxihua’ and ‘influence operations’, known as ‘Sharp-Power’ (Juan Pablo Cardenal,2017). This article analyses evolution of Beijing’s capture-the-mind 
tactics through disinformation campaigns, cyber-trolling, fake-narratives, propaganda-labs, internet-commentators within its broader foreign policy goal of creating 
China-friendly environment, from Deng’s policy of ‘Tao-Guang’, Jiabao’s ‘going-out’ strategy to ‘Strategic Distraction Campaign’ under Xi-Jinping. It uses quantitative-
qualitative approaches to examine in detail social media trends, forensic research and think-tank reports on Beijing’s ‘cognitive warfare’ against India, fueling anti-India 
narratives through the use of AI-augmented tools, proxies, POB tactics and control of social media and information networks across South Asia. Can disinformation 
campaigns be prevented and what will India’s strategy be? This paper explores these questions by outlining a framework based on tripartite approach that draws on 
lessons learned from USA’s countermeasures against USSR’s ‘Info-Ops’ during Cold War, and argues that the ‘Brain’ is the new arena for battlefields that are emerging 
between these two superpowers.

 Soft Power Diplomacy of India: Prospects and Challenges
Manisha Gajraj, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Shree Sawaliyaseth College, Mandfiya Chittorgarh (Raj.)

Soft power is the ability to influence others’ choices without using force or money. It has become an essential instrument in international affairs. India uses media 
presence, educational exchanges, cultural diplomacy, and the advancement of democratic values as part of its soft power strategy. India’s numerous traditions, film 
industry, and yoga all contribute to its rich cultural legacy, which is a major asset in improving its international standing. The country uses these cultural resources 
strategically in an effort to improve its standing abroad and forge diplomatic ties. Additionally, India’s educational institutions draw students from all over the world, 
which strengthens its soft power by spreading its viewpoints and ideals throughout the world. India still has a number of difficulties in spite of these benefits. India’s 
soft power initiatives can find it difficult to match the scope and impact of other countries’ tactics as the fight for influence throughout the globe gets more intense. 
Furthermore, domestic problems like socio-political unrest and economic inequality sometimes make its soft power operations less successful. Furthermore, there are 
potential and challenges associated with the emergence of digital diplomacy, as India’s attempts to project its image online run into problems with narrative control and 
legitimacy. This research assesses the efficacy of India’s soft power diplomacy by using a qualitative methodology and policy framework analysis. It also takes into 
account how India’s strategy may be affected by changes in global geopolitics. The results highlight the fact that although India’s soft power has great potential to raise 
its profile internationally, its effectiveness will depend on how well it handles both internal and external issues and adjusts to the changing global environment. Soft 
power is the ability to influence others’ choices without using force or money. It has become an essential instrument in international affairs. India uses media presence, 
educational exchanges, cultural diplomacy, and the advancement of democratic values as part of its soft power strategy. India’s numerous traditions, film industry, and 
yoga all contribute to its rich cultural legacy, which is a major asset in improving its international standing. This paper examines the dynamics of India’s soft power 
diplomacy and evaluates its opportunities and disadvantages in the current international environment.

 India: Voice of the Global South for Strengthening the Democracy in the Region
Nitya Sharma, M.A. Political Science, S.B.D. Government PG College, Sardarshahar (Rajasthan)

The abundant and exceptional womb of Mother India is filled with many valuable gems, but our country boasts of the world’s biggest democracy and everyone in the 
entire universe is aware of this fact. Younger members of a family acquire encouraging values by observing their older counterparts similarly 134 countries of global 
south respects India’s democratic norms. We see there is prevalent presence of self-centeredness in this mainstream modern world. India is at the forefront of global 
unity, treating the world as one big family. India takes on the responsibility to its neighbouring countries as a big brother, and consistently ready to aid to the nations in 
the southern region. Improvement of infrastructure and sharing of technological knowledge and extended monetary support through loans and donations to a range of 
projects in fields like education, healthcare, and agriculture. India helps those nations which have limited progress in the field of science to achieve space exploration and 
strengthening of global governance systems. Enhancing the citizens voice can only be achieved through the promotion of the rule of law, cooperation among countries 
in t he south, and initiatives aimed at protecting human rights.

India-Japan Relations in the 21st Century: A Strategic Partnership in the Indo-Pacific
Dr. Parankusham. Mukhesh, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Sanskriti Degree College, Hyderabad (Telangana)

The 21st century has witnessed a significant transformation in India-Japan relations, characterized by the emergence of a robust strategic partnership that plays a pivotal 
role in shaping the geopolitical landscape of the Indo-Pacific region. This paper explores the multifaceted dimensions of the India-Japan relationship, driven by shared 
strategic concerns and mutual interests. Key factors contributing to the deepening ties include both nations’ response to China’s increasingly assertive behaviour, 
the alignment of their security and economic agendas, and the progressive enhancement of defence cooperation. The paper highlights how this strategic partnership 
transcends traditional bilateral ties, positioning India and Japan as central actors in promoting a free, open, and inclusive Indo-Pacific, essential for ensuring regional 
stability and economic prosperity. Furthermore, the research delves into the implications of this partnership for the broader regional balance of power, emphasizing 
its significance as a cornerstone of a rules-based order in the Indo-Pacific. The evolving India-Japan partnership not only reflects the convergence of their strategic 
objectives but also underscores their commitment to collaborating on shared regional and global challenges.

 Russia-Ukraine Conflict: An Analysis of Diplomatic Role of India
Dr Madan Mohan Gupta, Research Scholar, School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi

It has been two and a half years since the conflict between Russia and Ukraine started. There seems to be no end in sight at the moment, although ceasefire talks have 
begun and the United Nations has requested both countries to immediately stop the war. When the conflict started between the two, the world got divided into two 
parts. Although India urged both countries to resolve the issue on the negotiating table, it neither condemned Russia’s attack on Ukraine nor voted against Russia in the 
United Nations and the Security Council. Indeed, India shares a ‘special and privileged strategic partnership’ with Russia, which includes political understanding, strong 
defense cooperation, space partnership and energy ties. The close relations between the two nations date back to the Cold War era, especially in the 1970s when India 
signed the 20-year Treaty of Friendship with the Soviet Union. Unlike other countries in Africa, Asia and the Middle East, India’s strategic ambitions allow it to balance 
relations with both Russia and the West. New Delhi wants to deepen its ties with the West while maintaining ties with old friend Russia. Russia described India’s position 
as ‘balanced and independent’. So, this paper will analyze whether the policy towards Russia-Ukraine conflict is really balanced and independent? Has there been any 
change in India’s foreign policy towards Russia? As well as to analyze India’s Silent Diplomacy which navigating the Russia-Ukraine conflict into peace.

 Is Diplomatic Usage of the Term ‘Strategic Autonomy’ Making India a Passive Actor in the World Stage?
Mohor Chakraborty, Assistant Professor, HOD, Chiytta Mahato Memorial College, Purulia (West Bengal)

India, one of the fastest growing economies and an influential regional actor in South Asia, enjoys the distinction of pursuing the Non-Alignment policy since its 
independence in 1947. However, in the post-cold war era, India’s strategic thinking was transformed and nuanced in accordance with the contemporary situational 
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exigencies. Though various tenets of non-alignment have become redundant, the essence of the policy was modified to make it a proactive strategy embedded in a 
framework of autonomy. Thus strategic autonomy became the buzzword for Indian political establishment in the 21st century. The firm conviction of strategic autonomy 
stated that Indian foreign policy will not be dictated or influenced by outside powers or be dependent on others for validation. Nevertheless, the current major geopolitical 
upheavals have necessitated a rethinking into India’s cherished policy of strategic autonomy. India in its quest for strategic autonomy has experienced a tightrope walk 
amidst global power equations. This has often constrained the vortex of India’s strategic autonomy and made her a passive actor in the world stage. Instead, if ‘strategic 
autonomy’ is replaced by ‘multi-alignment’, then it would better reflect on India’s diplomatic overtures and help it to further bolster its international image. 

Defence, Diplomacy, and Development: Unlocking the Potential of a Long-Term India-Armenia Strategic Partnership.
Ravi Raj, Research Scholar, Russian and Central Asian Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi

This paper is based on an integrated approach, considering not only secondary sources but also primary documents concerning them, expert interviews, and case studies 
to address the issues in focus and offer recommendations to strengthen the Armenia-India relationship as a long-term strategic alliance. The research methodology 
included obtaining approximate data from robust sources like academic journals, government documents, think tank reports, and news articles. It has been decided to 
apply examples in the workshop, which covers areas of successful bilateral cooperation and new prospects for collaboration. International policy recommendations 
were developed by examining India’s foreign policy goals, the changing multipolar world order, and both sides’ specific interests and capabilities, allowing for a better 
networking environment.

Importance of Central Asia in India’s Foreign Policy
Dr. Jayasree Nath, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Morigaon College, Morigaon (Assam)

Central Asia, consisting of five republican countries carry a significant role in India’s extended neighbourhood policy. India, historically and culturally shares a strong 
cordial relation with these countries through sharing and exchanging religion, culture, language, traded items etc. In recent time, synergic interest of energy security, 
traditional and non-traditional security aspects, peace and stability of the region has been playing a vital role in furthering India’s Central Asia Policy. Notwithstanding, 
the region, known for the Great Game, New Delhi has been facing challenges engulfed with regional and international factors that has been constantly challenging to 
pursue India’s Central Asia policy. There have been lots of efforts visioned to connect the region including India’s investment in Chabahar port development project in 
Iran, the INSTC corridor, India’s membership of SCO, humanitarian aid, investment and connectivity projects in pre-Taliban era in Afghanistan which are meant for the 
stability, peace and prosperity of the whole region closely connected with India’s both domestic and regional security concerns. In this context, this paper, in its first part 
will study the historical-cultural dimension of relations between India and Centra Asia which is helping both sides to strengthen the relations without any confrontation. 
Second part will examine the economic and security dimension of the relations, functional projects, trade relations and future vision. The last part will discuss the 
challenges and constrains has been facing by both sides followed by a conclusion.

India’s Myanmar Policy since the Coup of 2021: Treading the Diplomatic Tightrope
Dr. Obja Borah Hazarika, Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, Dibrugarh University, Dibrugarh (Assam)

India-Myanmar relations have been an evolving story of bilateral ties. Both the nations have shared spiritual, historical, linguistic and ethnic ties. Throughout history, 
both the nations have had shared institutional mechanisms for cooperation and capacity building. However, a state of emergency was imposed in Myanmar on 1 
February, 2021 with a military coup that was enacted to take over the State Administrative Council. In this light, the paper aims to understand the impact this event had on 
India’s much revered Act East Policy that was unveiled in 2014 and what has been the driving forces and shifts, if any, in Indian foreign policy towards Myanmar. India, 
with its policy of non-interference, has adopted a nuanced approach towards the junta. With a shared land boundary of over 1643 kms as well as a maritime boundary in 
the Bay of Bengal, relations with Myanmar are of crucial significance. Especially with the growing influence of China, geopolitical considerations play a crucial role. 
By offering an analytical stance on the complex trajectories of India-Myanmar relations, especially post the military coup, this paper sheds light on the delicate balance 
India must maintain between promoting democratic principles and securing its strategic interests.

‘Operation Iron Swords’: India’s Response to Israel- Hamas Conflict, 2023- 24
Dr. Subhash Singh, Assistant Professor, Department of Education in Social Sciences, National Council of Educational Research and Training, New Delhi

Since the establishment of the State of Israel on 14 May 1948, the conflict between Jews and Muslims referred to as the Arab-Israeli conflict, has been a major issue in 
West Asian politics as well as global politics. The Jews and Arab Muslims engaged in several major conflicts, including Israel’s War of Independence and the Palestinian 
Nakba in 1948, the Suez Crisis in 1956, the Six-Day War in 1967, the Yom Kippur War in 1973, and the Lebanon War in 1982. Additionally, after Hamas took control of 
Gaza in 2007, Israel engaged in multiple conflicts with the militant groups, leading to Gaza crises in 2008–2009, 2012, 2014, 2021, and 2023-24. The current conflict is 
the continuation of that series, which began after Hamas carried out a terrorist attack on Israel on 7 October 2023. This attack led to the deadliest day in Israeli history, 
prompting Israel to launch “Operation Iron Swords” in response, resulting in significant casualties on both sides. India’s response to the October 7 attacks balanced its 
strategic interests with both Israel and the Arab world. While strongly condemning Hamas’s terrorist acts and affirming Israel’s right to self-defence, India also expressed 
concern over the humanitarian crisis in Gaza, calling for restraint and a peaceful resolution. This nuanced approach reflects India’s zero-tolerance policy towards 
terrorism, its longstanding ties with Israel, and its commitment to a two-state solution, all while considering its domestic Muslim population and relations with Arab 
countries. Therefore, this research paper will explore the causes of the conflict between Israel and Hamas, and it will also examine India’s response to the ongoing war.

Resilience in Crisis: Japan’s Semiconductor Industry Strategies
Mr. Soumya Ranjan Gahir, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Ravenshaw University, Cuttack (Odisha)

The semiconductor industry is crucial to global technology and has faced significant disruptions due to geopolitical tensions, particularly between the U.S. and China, 
and the COVID-19 pandemic. As a major player in this industry, Japan has developed strategies to secure and diversify its semiconductor supply chains to mitigate these 
risks. While global research has extensively covered the broader challenges in semiconductor supply chains, a notable gap exists in analysing Japan’s specific policies 
and their effectiveness. This study aims to assess the impact of recent geopolitical disruptions on Japan’s semiconductor supply chains and evaluate the effectiveness of 
Japan’s strategies in enhancing supply chain resilience. The research will utilise industry data, review Japanese government policies, and conduct case studies on key 
Japanese semiconductor companies. A comparative analysis with Taiwan and South Korea will offer further insights into Japan’s approach. Initial findings suggest that 
Japan’s investments in domestic production and efforts to diversify suppliers are beginning to show positive effects in mitigating supply chain risks. This research will 
contribute to the broader discourse on supply chain resilience, providing valuable insights into Japan’s role in maintaining stability within the global semiconductor 
industry.

Global Perspectives on Disaster Risk Management: Significance and Challenges in The Pandemic Era
Asha Pradeep, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, University College, Trivandrum (Kerala)

Significance of disaster management is growing day by day as a result of present changes in the environment. According to UNDRR report 2020, across the world 1.3 
million individuals lost their lives to natural and man-made disasters, adversely affecting 4.4 billion more between 1998 and 2017. Since we cannot prevent disasters 
from occurring, the main opportunity before the world lies in reducing vulnerability and risk. Moreover, the world is facing with numerous epidemics and diseases. 
Recently the human beings have witnessed devastating effects from COVID-19 pandemic. Of course, the mother nature’s power is beyond human control. Increasing 
temperature, urbanization, and environmental degradation increasing the severity of disasters. Thus, inclusive and integrated planning and management of policies 
at global level are necessary in the current scenario. Disasters are not those phenomena which are confined into a particular locality. The impacts go beyond borders 
and affect people all over the world what we have seen in the case of coronavirus and affects the relationships of world nations also. So, cooperation of world nations 
and disaster risk reduction policy frameworks at global level deserve huge attention. This article discusses about the global initiatives and frameworks on disaster 
management and its significance and challenges in the pandemic era. The study traces the evolution and growth of disaster management at global level and attempts to 
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create basic knowledge about global institutions in the management of risk reduction.
PANEL - 15

INDIA AND HER NEIGHBOURS
Natural Resources, Conflict and Security Challenge in Gilgit-Baltistan

Ritu Raj, Reseach Scholar, School of International Studies, Central University of Gujarat, Gandhinagar (Gujarat)

Gilgit-Baltistan, originally a part of the erstwhile princely state of Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) and later part of Pakistan-occupied Jammu Kashmir (PoJK) is legally 
an integral part of India, presents a complex nexus of natural resources, conflict, and security challenges. This research will explore these three interrelated aspects to 
provide a concise analysis of the region’s dynamics. The natural resources of Gilgit-Baltistan, include its abundant water sources, valuable minerals, and fertile lands. 
These resources are crucial for local development and economic growth. However, their uneven distribution and management have led to regional disparities and 
competition among communities, contributing to persistent resource-related conflicts. Intra-regional disputes over resource allocation are intensified by ethnic and 
sectarian divisions, while external factors, such as the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), add layers of complexity to the local conflicts. These disputes are 
further fueled by competing interests and political dynamics, complicating the resolution process. Resource-driven tensions have led to increased instability, including 
the rise of insurgency and cross-border terrorism. The effectiveness of governance and conflict resolution mechanisms in addressing these security concerns will be 
critically analyzed. The article will provide a multifaceted analysis by integrating these three interrelated aspects. It will critically examine the management of resources 
like water and minerals and how disputes over these resources lead to local and inter-state conflicts, intensified by factors like the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC). The security challenges arising from these conflicts, including insurgency and cross-border terrorism, will also be assessed. 

The Dynamics of India – Bangladesh relations: A critical Analysis of Political, Economic, and strategic Dimensions
Ankush Sihag, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Banasthali Vidyapith, Banasthali (Rajasthan) 

India shares its longest international border with Bangladesh with more then 4000+ km. India played an important role in independence of Bangladesh in 1971 by 
sending its armed forces. In Bangladesh there is 8 % Hindu minority community which play a role of bridge between these countries. Both have people to people ties, 
cultural relations, and a shared history. India Bangladesh have more then 14+ billion dollars trade in financial year 2023- 24. India’s export to Bangladesh is around 11 
billion dollars. So from here we can understand the depth of relations between these countries. But there are significant challenges also. In recent protests of Bangladesh 
elected government has been removed and PM Hasina takes asylum in India. In these protest attack on Hindu minority community creates a migration of millions 
refugees towards India. Trade also impacted from these incidents. An unstable Bangladesh will be a headache for India from security perspective also. Anti-India 
elements can upsurge in Bangladesh which helps in cross border terrorism. 

Strategic Convergence and Divergence: India’s Evolving Security Architecture with Neighbouring States
Daisy Dohare, Research Scholar, Chaudhary Charan Singh University, Meerut (U.P)

Abhishek Pushkar, Research Scholar, Chaudhary Charan Singh University, Meerut (U.P) 

Prof. Mamata Upadhyay, KMMPGC, CCS University, Meerut (U.P.)

Prof. Jai Kumar Saroha, SDC, CCS University, Meerut (U.P.)  

India’s position is a unique spot geographically. This position, along with how it interacts with its neighbours, is super important for its security. This paper takes a closer 
look at India’s relationship with important neighbouring countries like Pakistan, China, Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan, Myanmar, Sri Lanka and Afghanistan. It digs into 
history, security issues, & key areas that matter- like money spent on security, exports - imports, cultural ties, education, trade, energy needs, and counter-terrorism. 
The study helps us see how India’s security plans have changes over time. Often, they sway back and forth between coming together or pulling apart. This is usually 
shaped by what’s happening around them and how outside countries influence things. Lately though, things seem to be shifting more towards divergence rather than 
convergence. The reasons Geopolitical tensions and border disputes are part of it. Plus, competing economic interests play big role too. In Bangladesh, the political scene 
has gotten a lot more intense ever since Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina stepped down following protests against her government. It’s been quite a rocky road since the 
1971 revolution. This situation affects regional security & makes India’s strategic planning much trickier. Even though working together is still vital in areas like energy 
and fighting terrorism, the differences becoming clearer- specially with Pakistan and China- because ongoing worries about safety and land conflict remain an issue. 
All of this shows how complicated India’s regional security picture is. Cooperation and conflict keep dancing together as India tries to keep things stable and protect 
its own interests. In Conclusion, it’s evident there is a complicated dance of working together sometimes and clash at other times- all of this is shaped by what happens 
both close to home and far away. 

 India and Her Neighbours
Dr. S. Nayeem Banu, Lecturer in Political Science, APRDC, Nagarjunasagar (Andhra Pradesh)

 India has a huge population and rich culture. India is not a major power at the same time it is not a neglected Power in world politics. Up to now, India wanted to rise 
as a regional superpower and has been changing its foreign policy completely. India, a nation of vast cultural diversity and historical richness, shares its borders with 
several countries, each relationship unique in its context and complexity. India’s geographical positioning in South Asia, surrounded by a diverse array of countries, sets 
the stage for a complex and multifaceted set of relationships with its neighbours. These relationships are pivotal not only for regional stability and security but also for 
India’s aspirations on the global stage. India’s foreign policy has traditionally viewed neighbourhoods as a series of expanding concentric circles. Each neighbouring 
country—Pakistan, China, Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Afghanistan, and the Maldives—shares a unique history with India, characterized by cultural ties, 
shared heritage, and, at times, contested borders and political tensions. These nations in the neighbourhood are members of the South Asian Association for Regional 
Cooperation (SAARC). Individually and collectively, the member countries represent a world of historical relationships, shared legacies, commonalities, and diversities 
intricately represented in their ethnic, linguistic, religious, and political fabric.

 Bangladesh And India: Navigating Shared Borders and Bilateral Relations
Karthigaiselvam V, Student, Department of Political Science, School of Social Sciences, Madurai Kamaraj University, Madurai (Tamil Nadu)

Harish J, Student, Department of Political Science, School of Social Sciences, Madurai Kamaraj University, Madurai (Tamil Nadu)

Bangladesh and India, sharing a complex and extensive 4,096-kilometer border, have navigated a multifaceted relationship marked by cooperation, competition, and 
occasional tension. The historical context of their interaction is deeply rooted in colonial legacies, partition, and Post-Independence geopolitics. This paper explores the 
dynamics of their bilateral relations between India and Bangladesh, focusing on key areas such as trade, security, and cultural exchanges. Trade has been a cornerstone 
of Bangladesh-India relations, with India being one of Bangladesh’s largest trading partners. The bilateral trade agreement and various initiatives, such as the Land 
Boundary Agreement of 2015, have facilitated smoother economic interactions and fostered growth. However, trade imbalances and tariff issues persist, necessitating 
ongoing negotiations. Security concerns also shape the relationship, particularly regarding border management and the movement of people. Both countries have 
collaborated on counterterrorism and transnational crime prevention. The security dynamics are influenced by regional stability and the presence of insurgent groups 
operating across borders. Cultural ties, driven by shared history, language, and cultural practices, further enrich the relationship. Exchanges in education, arts, and media 
contribute to mutual understanding and strengthen bilateral bonds. Further, this paper explores how the relationship between Bangladesh and India is characterized by a 
blend of cooperation and contention. And also to find out how the Effective management of their shared borders and resolution of bilateral issues are crucial for sustaining 
a positive and productive partnership.
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 India’s Neighbourhood First Policy: Case of Bhutan & Nepal 
Dr. Madhura Bane, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Sir Parashurambhau College, Pune (Maharashtra)

South Asian Region (SAR) represents approximately 2 billion people which is a quarter of world’s population. It comprises of countries like Afghanistan, Bangladesh, 
Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan & Sri Lanka which share common historical & cultural linkages. However, SAR is confronting several internal disturbances. 
Political turmoil, border disputes, river water disputes, refugee crisis, drug trafficking to name a few. In order to actively engage with neighbouring countries, India as 
a rising power, has adopted ‘Neighbourhood First Policy’ (NFP). It has been observed that, as buffer states Bhutan & Nepal play a key role in India’s ‘Neighbourhood 
First Policy’. India is utilizing diverse instruments of engagement in these Himalayan countries. The number of Indian tourists in Nepal has substantially increased. 
Through Vaccine Diplomacy India provided 5.5 lakh doses of Covishield to Bhutan & 1 lakh doses to Nepal. Bhutanese Pilgrims visit Bodh Gaya, Nalanda frequently. 
Indian Prime Minister has visited Lumbini on 16th May 2022 in the backdrop of Buddha Purnima, every year Government of India provides scholarships to around 1000 
Bhutanese & Nepali students respectively. These Indian initiatives are accompanied by enhancing its trade ties with Bhutan & Nepal and also assisting both in their 
infrastructure development. In this context, this research attempts to examine the evolution of India’s Foreign Policy towards Bhutan & Nepal with special reference to 
Neighbourhood First Policy. It aims to explore multiple Indian instruments of engagement with both. Further it argues that, Bhutan & Nepal provides an opportunity to 
India to strengthen its role as a moral leader in SAR. 

Borders and Bonds: The Role of Defence Cooperation in Strengthening India-Bhutan Bilateral Relations.
Malsawmtluangi, Research Scholar, Amity Institute of International Studies, Amity University, Noida (Uttar Pradesh) 

Prof. Nagalaxmi M Raman, Director & Head, Amity Institute of International Studies, Amity University, Noida (Uttar Pradesh)

This research explores the complex dynamics of the India-Bhutan relationship, specifically examining the security and defence aspects. It examines the historical origins 
of their defense collaboration, commencing with the Treaty of Friendship in 1949 and its subsequent development over the course of many decades. The analysis focusses 
on crucial defence agreements, such as the amended treaty of 2007, and the procedures that have enhanced the bilateral relationship, such as joint military exercises and 
training programs. The paper also examines the strategic significance of the India-Bhutan border, as demonstrated by the 2017 Doklam standoff, and addresses current 
security problems across the border. An analysis is conducted to determine the impact of geopolitical factors, specifically in relation to China’s increasing influence in the 
area, on bilateral defence strategy. Moreover, the study examines the impact of hydropower projects on both economic and security aspects. In conclusion, the research 
highlights potential opportunities for strengthening defence collaboration, taking into account new risks and the changing strategic objectives of both countries. This 
paper offers a thorough comprehension of the pivotal aspects that influence the defence ties between India and Bhutan.

 Neighbour First Policy in Indian Foreign Policy
Pradeep Tripathi, Research Scholar, Dept of Political Science, MMH College Ghaziabad (Uttar Pradesh)

India’s “neighbourhood first” policy is a cornerstone of its foreign strategy, prioritising strong and cooperative relations with its neighbouring countries. Emphasised 
under Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s leadership, the policy aims to foster regional stability, economic cooperation, and security partnerships. It recognises that the 
prosperity and stability of neighbouring nations are crucial for India’s own security and growth. The policy also serves as a strategic counterbalance to China’s increasing 
influence in South Asia. Key initiatives include economic investments in infrastructure and connectivity projects, defence cooperation, and cultural exchanges to 
strengthen people-to-people ties. India has enhanced its engagement through platforms like SAARC and BIMSTEC to address regional challenges collectively. Despite 
its successes, the policy faces challenges such as ongoing border disputes with Pakistan and China, as well as China’s growing presence in the region. Overall, the 
“neighbourhood first” policy reflects India’s commitment to a peaceful, stable, and prosperous neighbourhood, integral to its broader foreign policy objectives. This 
approach not only reinforces India’s strategic interests but also promotes regional integration and collective progress in South Asia.

India-Bangladesh vision on “Viksit Bharat 2047”
Dr. Nancy Puri, Assistant Professor, School of Liberal Arts, Noida International University, Greater Noida (Uttar Pradesh) 

This research article will examine India-Bangladesh ties to a new era of future-oriented partnership, in realizing country’s respective national development visions of 
“Viksit Bharat 2047”. A detailed work and related Review of Literature has been collected in order to extract the information about India and Bangladesh partnership. 
The paper is based on qualitative research design and the data has been collected from official reports, documents and newspapers. These will build a transformative 
collaboration between India and Bangladesh by leveraging green and digital technologies to foster economic growth, cross-border digital interchange and regional 
prosperity. Both the countries will pursue collaboration in frontier technologies, including civil nuclear, oceanography and space technology. India and Bangladesh will 
partner in joint development of a small satellite for Bangladesh and its launch using Indian launch vehicle. The paper concludes by summarising the relationship into 
a deeper and higher quality relationship based on mutual trust and ‘Viksit Bharat’ will provide strengthening the historic ties and building a future-ready partnership 
between India and Bangladesh.

India and Bangladesh Relations
P. Gayathri, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science & Public Administration, Annamalai University, Annamalai Nagar (Tamilnadu)

Dr. D. Sivakumar, Associate Professor, Department of Political Science & Public Administration, Annamalai University, Annamalai Nagar (Tamilnadu)

The relationship between India and Bangladesh is a multifaceted and evolving dynamic that significantly influences the geopolitical landscape of South Asia. Since 
Bangladesh’s independence in 1971, India has played a pivotal role in its development, providing crucial support during the liberation war and subsequent reconstruction 
efforts. Over the decades, the bilateral relationship has seen substantial progress, marked by cooperation in areas such as trade, security, and cultural exchange. However, 
challenges persist, including border disputes, water-sharing conflicts, and the impact of regional geopolitics, particularly with the growing influence of China in 
South Asia. Recent years have witnessed a strengthening of ties under the leadership of Prime Ministers Narendra Modi and Sheikh Hasina, with initiatives like 
the ‘Neighbourhood First’ policy and the ‘Act East’ policy fostering closer collaboration. Despite these advancements, issues such as migration, radicalization, and 
environmental concerns continue to test the resilience of this partnership. This paper aims to provide a comprehensive analysis of the historical, political, economic, 
and cultural dimensions of India-Bangladesh relations, highlighting key milestones, ongoing challenges, and future prospects for bilateral cooperation. India played a 
crucial role in Bangladesh’s independence in 1971, providing military and diplomatic support during the Bangladesh Liberation War. This historical bond has laid the 
foundation for strong bilateral relations. Trade between India and Bangladesh has grown significantly, with both countries benefiting from economic cooperation. India 
is one of Bangladesh’s largest trading partners, and various agreements have been signed to enhance trade and investment. Despite overall friendly relations, border 
disputes and security concerns remain. The two countries have worked on resolving these issues through agreements like the Land Boundary Agreement in 2015, which 
settled long-standing border disputes. 

 India’s Outreach Under SAGAR Vision – Securing Maritime Neighbourhood
 Phalak Vyas, Research Scholar, School of Liberal Studies, Pandit Deen Dayal Energy University, Gandhinagar (Gujarat)

As India’s global profile and responsibilities rise, threats arising from regional and extra-regional powers would constrain India’s regional outreach. Increasing presence 
of extra-regional players and their grey-zone strategy will undermine India’s leadership and challenge its position. Under the Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s vision 
of Security and Growth for All in the Region (SAGAR), India is carefully projecting its power while handling regional bilateral cooperation on traditional and non-
traditional security issues. India is reaching out under the SAGAR vison and ‘Neighbourhood First Policy’, by incentivizing on capacity building programs in Mauritius, 
Sri Lanka, and Bangladesh. New Delhi has realized that it is better positioned to attain its strategic goals by facilitating the concerns of its Indian Ocean Region (IOR) 
partners. However, as India aims to achieve developed nation status by 2047, New Delhi should invest in fortifying its strategic presence across the IOR – especially in 
the maritime neighbourhood. This paper aims to analyze, how SAGAR vison would transform India’s relations with the rim nations of the IOR. It further delves into 
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future contours of war in the region and how New Delhi’s should focus on grey-zone security threats.
 India-Nepal Relations in the Post-Cold War Era

Dr. Pardeep Kumar, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Maharshi Dayanand University Rohtak (Haryana) 

This paper examines the evolving relationship between India and Nepal in the post-Cold War era, focusing on both the challenges and opportunities that have shaped 
their bilateral ties since the 1990s. With the end of Cold War global power dynamics, Nepal’s shift from monarchy to democracy, and China’s increasing influence in the 
region, India-Nepal relations have been subject to significant changes. Central challenges include border tensions, debates surrounding the 1950 Indo-Nepal Treaty of 
Peace and Friendship, and Nepal’s balancing act between India and China, which has sometimes created friction between the historically close neighbours. Despite these 
challenges, there are also numerous opportunities for collaboration. India’s investments in Nepal’s infrastructure, energy security, and economic development present 
potential for strengthening bilateral ties. Regional integration and trade could further enhance cooperation, offering long-term benefits for both countries. The study 
highlights the importance of pragmatism in addressing tensions and prioritizing a relationship that respects Nepal’s sovereignty while securing India’s strategic interests. 
Overall, this paper emphasizes the need for a forward-looking approach to India-Nepal relations, with an eye toward fostering regional stability, economic growth, and 
stronger partnerships that benefit both nations and the broader South Asian region.

 Security and Regional Diplomacy Between India-Myanmar: A Study
Sivapandiyan. K, MA Political Science, Department of Political Science, School of Social Sciences, Madurai Kamaraj University, Madurai (Tamil Nadu)

Mukilan. M, MA Political Science, Department of Political Science, School of Social Sciences, Madurai Kamaraj University, Madurai (Tamil Nadu)

The India-Myanmar relationship, characterized by a complex interplay of security concerns and regional diplomacy, reflects the broader dynamics of South and 
Southeast Asian geopolitics. Historically, India and Myanmar have shared a long border, cultural ties, and economic interactions, which have shaped their bilateral 
relations. The strategic importance of Myanmar to India is underscored by its location as a gateway to Southeast Asia, making it a critical partner in India’s “Look-
East and Act East” policies. Security issues, particularly related to insurgency and cross-border terrorism, have been central to the bilateral dialogues. India has sought 
to enhance cooperation with Myanmar to combat insurgent groups operating across the border and to address illegal activities such as human trafficking and drug 
smuggling. In response, Myanmar has increasingly engaged with India to bolster it has its own security and economic stability. Regionally, both nations are involved 
in various diplomatic initiatives aimed at fostering stability and development in the Bay of Bengal and the wider Indo-Pacific region. Collaborative efforts include 
infrastructure projects, such as the Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport Project, which aims to improve connectivity between the two countries and facilitate regional 
trade. The relationship between India and Myanmar also involves engagement with other regional players, including China and ASEAN countries. The balance of power 
in these triadic dynamic influences their bilateral diplomacy, with India working to strengthen its strategic and economic foothold in Myanmar while navigating the 
complex regional landscape.

 India’s Adaptation in Balancing Indo-Pacific Policy and Neighbourhood Relations
Dr. Vimal Kumar Kashyap, Assistant Professor, Political Science and International Relations, Central University of Himachal Pradesh, Sapta Sindhu Campus, Dehara 
(Himachal Pradesh)

India’s strategic approach requires a careful balance between its Indo-Pacific and Neighbourhood First policies. As a growing regional power with global ambitions, 
India faces the challenge of expanding its influence in the Indo-Pacific region while also maintaining strong relationships with its neighbouring countries. This paper 
explores how India has adjusted its strategies to address these dual goals, particularly in light of recent geopolitical changes. Traditionally, India’s Neighbourhood First 
policy has focused on building stronger bilateral relationships with South Asian nations to promote regional stability and economic cooperation. However, the rise of the 
Indo-Pacific as a key strategic area has expanded India’s foreign policy focus. This shift has led India to engage more closely with important regional partners such as 
the United States, Japan, and Australia, especially through multilateral initiatives like the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad). This broader focus, while necessary to 
counter China’s influence, has required India to continually reassess its priorities and resource allocation. This study examines how India has adapted its foreign policy 
to manage these overlapping but distinct areas of focus. It looks at the interaction between India’s traditional emphasis on its neighbourhood and its growing engagement 
in the Indo-Pacific. The paper argues that India’s strategy involves a careful integration of its regional and global goals, ensuring that neither is compromised. Recent 
developments, including changes in security dynamics, economic ties, and the growing importance of maritime cooperation, have made this balancing act more complex. 
India’s success in navigating these challenges is crucial not only for its own strategic interests but also for the broader stability of both South Asia and the Indo-Pacific.

 India- Indonesia Bilateral Relations
 Dr Pankaj Kumar, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Jagjiwan Mahavidyalaya, Gaya (Bihar)

India and Indonesia share long-long old close commercial, cultural and Religious contacts near about. The Hindus, Buddhist and Later Muslim faith travelled to 
Indonesia from the shores of India. The stories from great epics of Ramayana and Mahabharata from source of Indonesia folk art and dramas. The shared social culture 
colonial history pre-independence and post-independence goal of sovereignty, economic self-sufficiency and independent foreign policy are unifying factors of bilateral 
relationship. Both countries are member of several political and economic organization. India and Indonesia the struggle against colonial powers. India and Indonesia 
are among the largest democracies in the world. Both nations had agreed to establish a strategic partnership. Both countries have significant bilateral trade. 

Managing India’s Borders: A Critical Analysis of Border Management Through Infrastructure Development in the North East
Phulrani Gogoi, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Madhab Choudhury College, Barpeta (Assam)

Dr. Borun Dey, Assistant Professor in the Department of Political Science, Dibrugarh University, Dibrugarh (Assam)

The concept of borders is a social and political construct, influenced by historical, geographical, and strategic factors. North East India, characterized by its extensive 
international borders with neighbouring countries, presents a unique case for border management. Despite the region’s historical significance and the presence of 
traditional infrastructure that could have supported effective border management, formalized border governance in India was introduced relatively late. This paper 
critically examines the complexities of border management in India’s North Eastern region, with a particular focus on the historical and contemporary frameworks 
that shape border governance. Stemming from the Westphalian concept of state sovereignty and territorial demarcation, the study emphasizes the evolving nature of 
borders, questioning whether they function as barriers or bridges. The state’s approach to border management goes beyond traditional security concerns, encompassing 
efforts to improve connectivity, facilitate trade, and foster cross-border collaborations. By developing both physical and social infrastructure, the Indian government 
seeks to redefine border management as a multidimensional endeavour, integrating political, economic, sociocultural, and geopolitical considerations. Through an 
analysis of specific border points, including Land Customs Stations (LCS) and Integrated Check Posts (ICP), the paper sheds light on the critical role of infrastructure in 
promoting economic exchanges and enhancing security, particularly in the context of India-Bangladesh relations. This study contributes to broader discussions on border 
management, regional development, and bilateral relations in South Asia.

 India-Bangladesh Relations: An Overview 
Dr. Mahadev Singh, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Govt. Shakambhar PG College, Sambhar Lake (Rajasthan)

The year 2021 marks 50 years since the establishment of bilateral diplomatic ties between India and Bangladesh. Bangladesh is India’s most important neighbour. It 
is not only a gateway to the north Eastern states of India as well as the south east countries that paves the way for the enactment of the India’s Act East Policy. India-
Bangladesh bilateral relations have experienced many ups and downs over the last 50 years. Since its independence, Bangladesh has experienced prolonged period of 
political instability. The military rule in Bangladesh (1975-1990) also had a negative effect on India–Bangladesh relations. India made effort in the 1990s through the 
Gujral doctrine to improve the bilateral relations and signed the Ganga Water Treaty in 1996. The 1996- 2001 Awami League government led by Sheikh Hasina was 
an improvement from the earlier government. During the 2001-2006 period, when the BNP-led Khaleda Zia government was in charge, Bangladesh faced issues like 
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growing trade deficit. India–Bangladesh ties gained a new momentum when Manmohan Singh and Sheikh Hasina formed the government in India and Bangladesh, 
respectively. During Singh’s historic visit to Dhaka in 2011, a number of protocols were signed including the Land Boundary Agreement (LBA) protocol. When 
Narendra Modi led NDA government came in power, PM Modi emphasized on “Neighbourhood First Policy” and “Act East Policy”. The two countries successfully 
resolved long-pending issues, like the Land Boundary Agreement (LBA) in 2015 and a maritime dispute over territorial waters. During Sheikh Hasina’s visit to India in 
September 2022, India and Bangladesh signed an agreement on the sharing of the waters of the common border river Kushiyara — the first such pact since the Ganga 
Waters Treaty of 1996. PM Modi termed the period a ‘Shonali Adhyaya’ or golden chapter in diplomacy. Despite this, there are issues such as sharing of river water, drug 
trafficking, illegal migration, boarder management, ideological differences etc which impacts relations between two neighbours. Thus, India-Bangladesh relations have 
been marked by both copperation and contentions. 

 Continuity and Change in India’s Neighbourhood Policy: A Realistic Assessment of Contemporary Policy Initiatives
Dr. Nilimpa Ghosh, Associate Professor and Head, Department of Political Science, Netajinagar College for Women, Kolkata (West Bengal)

It has been rightly argued by C. Raja Mohan that without enduring primacy in one’s own neighbourhood, no nation can become a credible power on the global stage. 
(C.R. Mohan, India’s Neighbourhood Policy: Four Dimensions 2007.) The same is also true for India, especially due to its unique geographical feature, as it shares its 
boundaries with nations, largely varying in size, resources, and strength. These nations, namely, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Nepal, Bhutan, Sri Lanka, and Maldives make the 
region ‘the least integrated’ in the world. Hence, over the years, India had to grapple with the challenges of securing strong and steady relations with her neighbours, but 
has maintained a long history of exercising strong influence in the region. The main reason for this influence can be attributed to India’s power asymmetry vis-a-vis its 
South Asian neighbours. India has always attached immense importance to her neighbours for her strategic considerations. Due to her power asymmetry with respect to 
its neighbours has been an issue of major concern for most external powers like the U.S.A and the U.K. Here Bhutan can be cited as an example. This small Himalayan 
state acts as an important ‘security buffer’ for India against China. India’s influence over Bhutan goes to the extent that in the absence of any official diplomatic relations 
of the latter with any of the five Permanent Members of the United Nations Security Council members, all bilateral relations with these states are supervised via their 
respective embassies in India. However, amidst China’s enhanced economic and political maneuverings with India’s neighbours, especially through the ‘Belt and Road 
Initiative’, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s ‘Neghbourhood First Policy’ might go a long way in securing India’s position in the South Asian region. The paper 
attempts to trace the evolution of India’s neighbourhood policy till the introduction of Modi’s ‘Neighbourhood First’ policy initiatives with an analysis of the inherent 
continuity and change in the same.

Gateway to the East: The Strategic Role of North Eastern India in Advancing India’s Act East Policy
Neha Pawar Singh, Research Scholar, School of Social Sciences, Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar (Punjab)

Dr. Rajesh Kumar, Professor, School of Social Sciences, Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar (Punjab)

The North Eastern states of India are integral to the implementation and success of India’s Act East Policy (AEP), which seeks to enhance economic, strategic, and 
cultural linkages with Southeast Asia and beyond. This study investigates the significant contributions of these states in facilitating India’s engagement with the ASEAN 
region, positioning them as both a gateway and a strategic buffer in a geopolitically sensitive landscape. The research critically examines the role of infrastructure 
development, connectivity initiatives, and cultural diplomacy within the North Eastern region as crucial elements in advancing India’s strategic and economic objectives 
in the Indo-Pacific. It also addresses the challenges faced by these states, including insurgency, infrastructure deficiencies, and socio-political complexities, which affect 
the efficacy of the Act East Policy. Moreover, the study highlights the transformative potential of projects such as the India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral Highway and 
the Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport Project, which not only aim to enhance regional connectivity but also seek to integrate the North Eastern states more deeply 
into the national and regional economy. The findings underscore the necessity of a nuanced policy approach that acknowledges the unique socio-economic landscape 
of the North Eastern states, ensuring that India’s Act East Policy is both inclusive and sustainable, thereby reinforcing India’s strategic role in the broader Indo-Pacific 
region.

India’s Neighbourhood- India and China Post COVID Relations with Sri Lanka: A Comparative Analysis
Dr. Shekhar Balkrishna Ashtikar, Former Post-Doctoral Research Fellow, ICSSR, Department of International Studied, New Delhi

Global geopolitics have been profoundly altered by the COVID-19 outbreak, especially in South Asia, where China and India have increased their relationship with Sri 
Lanka. With an emphasis on the political, geopolitical, and economic aspects of these relationships, this research paper compares and examines China’s and India’s post-
COVID relations with Sri Lanka. It examines how both countries have modified their foreign policies in reaction to the pandemic’s difficulties in an effort to increase 
their sway over Sri Lanka, an island nation in the Indian Ocean with a vital location. The study looks at the major projects that China and India have been working on, 
including infrastructure projects, humanitarian relief, and vaccine diplomacy, and it assesses how these projects may affect Sri Lanka’s foreign and domestic policies. 
The analysis also takes into account the bilateral relations’ larger regional and worldwide ramifications, such as how they may affect the balance of power in South Asia 
and the Indian Ocean region. The study emphasises the competitive and interdependent aspects of China’s and India’s engagement with Sri Lanka in the post-COVID-19 
era through this comparative analysis. It also provides insights into how Sri Lanka manages its relations with these two powerful countries, striking a balance between 
the potential for economic growth and the dangers of becoming overly dependent on either. The results add to our understanding of South Asian geopolitics in light of 
new international issues.

India and Thailand Relations: A study on Cultural Cooperation
Prof. N. Surjitkumar, Professor and Head, Department of Political Science & HR, Indira Gandhi National Tribal University, Amarkantak (Madhya Pradesh)

Koning Hrangbung Anal, Research Scholar, Indira Gandhi National Tribal University, Regional Campus, Imphal (Manipur)

India and Thailand have a long history of cultural and historical ties. Hindu influences can be seen in Thai architecture, arts, sculpture, and literature. Buddhism and 
Brahmanism are common influences in the two nations. The two nations have increased diplomatic relations since 2001. Cultural diplomacy and exchange play a crucial 
role in strengthening both the countries and recently signed a cultural exchange program to celebrate their 75th anniversary of diplomatic ties. Their diplomatic ties, 
with frequent cultural exchange programs and festivals showcasing their art forms these initiatives contribute to building stronger bonds between the people of India 
and Thailand, fostering mutual respect and appreciation for each other’s cultural diversity. The governments of both countries often play a key role in supporting and 
facilitating such cultural collaborations through bilateral agreements and cultural exchange programs. The collaboration between India and Thailand in these cultural 
realms not only strengthens bilateral relations but also enhance the appreciation and understanding of each other’s rich cultural heritage. This ongoing exchange 
contributes to the deepening of the historical ties that bind the two nations.

 What Neighbours Expect from India? A New Neighbourhood First Policy.
Tanushree Sarkar, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Ramsaday College, Amta, Howrah (West Bengal)

Three consecutive swearing-in ceremonies of Prime Minister Narendra Modi have seen the participation of leaders from the neighbouring countries. In his term Prime 
Modi also invited leaders from Indian Ocean region. This reflects the importance of the region in India’s foreign policy calculus. The last decade has seen crucial 
developments both success and failure in India’s Neighbourhood Policy. The de-hyphenation of the Pakistan and India relationship and the increasing gravity of the 
threat posed by a growing Chinese influence in India’s neighbourhood and recent political crisis in Bangladesh has brought about a shift in how India has been engaging 
with its neighbours- refocusing attention on maximising trade, connectivity and prioritising pragmatic cooperation. While historical grievances and concerns still remain, 
New Delhi has veered away from its previous approaches. The papers gauge the success of India’s outreach to the neighbouring countries during PM first and second 
term and then proceeds to third term. The papers draw how significance can be India’s policy towards its neighbours during his third term and what are its neighbour’s 
expectation from new Delhi when the region is under “stress”. The papers conclude that its high time that India should renew its Neighbourhood First Policy.
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 Why the QUAD Can Become the ‘Asian NATO’: India’s Proactive Role in the Extended Neighbourhood
Pranav Bhaskar, Doctoral Candidate, School of Liberal Studies, PDEU, Gandhinagar (Gujarat)

Sitakanta Mishra, Associate Professor and Dean, SLS, PDEU, Gandhinagar (Gujarat)

Since its inception, the Quad has been perceived and dismissed as the ‘Asian NATO’. While China has viewed it as an anti-China grouping, the Quad members have 
repeatedly clarified that the vision of ‘security dialogue’ and “free and open Indo-Pacific” is “not oriented traditionally toward one specific state”. However, when the 
gamut of activities among members during the last decade is observed, one would realize Quad’s potential and possibility to evolve as a security grouping. The paper 
enquires about the chances of all Quad members, including India, revisiting their engagement in the future by reassessing Chinese capabilities, and intentions to expedite 
regional connectivity as an alternative to the BRI. If a Ukraine-Russia-type war unfolds in the Indo-Pacific, will the Quad framework not emerge as a ‘security cohort’ 
and India play a security-provider role in its extended neighbourhood? This paper assumes that the grouping will evolve as an Informal Intergovernmental Organisation 
(IIO) in the short term. In the long run, it may take the form of a military-strategic alliance, which is unimaginable today. Besides, the paper will enquire about India’s 
role in shaping the Quad as part of its Act East Policy.

 The Political Unrest in Bangladesh and Its Effects on India
Sanjay Singh, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Allahabad Degree College, University of Allahabad, Prayagraj (Uttar Pradesh)

A major shift in South Asian geopolitics has occurred with Sheikh Hasina’s departure as prime minister of Bangladesh. Her decision to flee the nation in the face of 
demonstrations and seek asylum in India has raised concerns about Bangladesh’s stability and its ties with India. Wide-ranging effects might result from this turmoil 
for both the national security of India and the region. Bangladesh’s political instability has led to protests and unrest, causing concerns about its economic recovery 
from the Covid-19 pandemic. The Bangladesh Army is set to form an interim government, and the potential return of radical Islamist forces could threaten secular 
governance. Bangladesh’s textile sector faces disruptions, and India could gain substantial if 10-11% of Bangladesh’s textile exports are redirected to Indian hubs. 
Balancing international relations while supporting an unpopular leader poses challenges for India. Balancing India’s support for democratic forces and maintaining a 
robust diplomatic presence in Bangladesh is crucial.

COVID-19 and Peacebuilding Opportunities: A Case Study of India-Pakistan Ties
Dr. Aprna Vaidya, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar University, Delhi 

The world struggled to battle the unprecedented health crisis-COVID-19 for over two years. The challenges which the South Asian nation-states faced to deal with the 
pandemic were more complicated due to their large population, troubled economies, ill-equipped health infrastructures and complex bilateral ties between the region’s 
nation-states. While these remained a major handicap in mitigating the fallout of a raging pandemic – it also provided with a rare opportunity to mend relations in a bid 
to fight a common enemy – the Coronavirus. India and Pakistan, the two biggest countries of this region, have shared a problematic and conflicted relationship despite 
having so many socio-cultural commonality, ethnic as well as linguistic affinity and historic connections. This research paper argues that the pandemic gave a window to 
work around the contentious issues between India and Pakistan and form certain collaborative efforts that could become a cornerstone for taking the relationship forward. 
There were certain movements in terms of collaborations and a joint task force in dealing with the COVID-19 outbreak at the South Asian Association for Regional 
Cooperation (SAARC) and one such significant move taken by the SAARC was with India proposing to set-up the “COVID-19 Emergency Fund”.

The Exit of Sheikh Hasina and the Future of Geo-Political Dynamics of Indo-Bangladesh Relations
Dr. Jhanin Mushahary, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Bodoland University, Kokrajhar (Assam) 

India’s relations with Dhaka have not always been smooth—owing to many pertinent issues such as security, water sharing, issue of migration as well as insurgent groups 
of India operating from Bangladesh soil. However, following Sheikh Hasina’s election to Prime Minister in 1996, and subsequently since 2009, she has consistently tried 
to restore mutual trust and cooperation, and has brought a change in bilateral ties with India. The exit of Sheikh Hasina on August 5, 2024, following the weeks-long 
deadly protests against her government, is anticipated to have significant implications for the geopolitical dynamics of South Asia, particularly in the context of India-
Bangladesh relations. Sheikh Hasina has been instrumental in shaping the country’s foreign policy, especially its strategic partnership with India. This paper tries to 
discusses how India might respond to these changes, including the potential recalibration of its diplomatic and economic strategies in light of a new political environment 
in Dhaka. In summary, the departure of Sheikh Hasina is poised to be a turning point in South Asian geopolitics, with far-reaching effects on India-Bangladesh relations. 
The study also offers insights into the possible future trajectories of bilateral ties and the broader regional implications in the evolving geopolitical landscape.

India’s Engagement with Global and Regional Powers for a Stable Afghanistan
Ankita Panda , PhD scholar, Nelson Mandela Center for Peace and Conflict Resolution, Jamia Millia Islamia University, New Delhi

A stable and peaceful Afghanistan is crucial not just for India but for the region. Since the return of the Taliban in 2021, regional and global powers are faced with the 
dilemma of how to engage with the Taliban, without giving formal legitimacy. Afghanistan’s geographical positioning makes it strategically important for South Asia 
and Central Asia. The threat of terrorism and its spillover effect is a major cause of concern for the world and not just the regions. A Regional strategy is the need of the 
hour, where Global and Regional Powers must cooperate to ensure a stable and peaceful Afghanistan. India’s participation in Multilateral Organisation’s like the UN and 
Shanghai Cooperation Organization to call for an inclusive government in Afghanistan and ensure the country does not become a terror haven. India is seeking regional 
cooperation by aligning with Central Asian Republic countries, and West Asia as a way to combat the China-Pakistan-Taliban nexus that poses a threat to India’s strategic 
ambitions. This paper will examine India’s muti-pronged approach for regional peace and stability and challenges in treading a complex regional dynamic. 

Evolving Geopolitics of Kazakhstan And Its Quest for Strategic Autonomy
Anup Kumar, MA, Department of Political Science, Central University of Himachal Pradesh, Dharamshala (Himachal Pradesh)

The ongoing Russia-Ukraine conflict has significantly influenced Kazakhstan’s geopolitical stance and foreign policy. The conflict has placed Kazakhstan in a challenging 
position due to its close economic, political, and military ties with Russia. Kazakhstan has traditionally maintained a multi-vector foreign policy, seeking to balance its 
relations with Russia, China, and the West, the conflict has heightened the need for Kazakhstan to navigate these relationships carefully. The conflict has also underscored 
the importance of diversifying its foreign relations and strengthening ties with other major powers, such as China and the United States, to ensure its strategic Autonomy. 
This paper seeks to analyze the balancing act of Kazakhstan’s foreign policy, which emphasizes pragmatism and the pursuit of national interests in a complex and 
evolving geopolitical environment.

Engaging North East India with Our Neighbours: Reaping the Benefits of Act East Policy
Arya T.C, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, University College, Thiruvananthapuram, (Kerala)

Dr. Biveesh U.C, Director General, Institute of Parliamentary Affairs (Kerala)

The ‘Act East Policy’ is a direct manifestation of India’s commitment to prioritize its neighbouring countries. With the transition from the Look East policy to Act East, 
India has strengthened its bilateral ties with its neighbours. This strategic change aids the nation in deepening its influence and consolidating its positions in regional 
groupings like SAARC, ASEAN, BIMSTEC and Mekong Ganga Cooperation. The geo-strategic position of North-Eastern states acts as a gateway to southeast Asia. It 
helps the country to open up its political and economic endeavours and to make a special relationship with them. A key aspect of improving cross-country relationships is 
enhancing people-to-people contact. This indirectly improves the connectivity and infrastructures of the region. The North-Eastern states of India are experiencing such 
kind of development- gaining significant advantage from the Act East Policy. This paper will examine India’s historical influence in the South East Asia- both culturally 
and economically. It will also analyse the importance of developing North-Eastern states, and their role in boosting regional cooperation and invigorating Act East Policy. 
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 India’s Neighbourly Relations
Dr. Vandana, Assistant Professor, Deptt. of Political Science, Ganga Devi Mahila Mahavidyalaya, Patna (Bihar)

India’s geographical location is strategically important. It has been trying to build friendly relations with its neighbours. These relationships are pivotal not only for 
regional stability and security but also for India’s aspirations on the global stage. Sri Lanka and India were traditional friends, but ethic clashes between the Tamilians and 
the Singhalese embittered our relations. Relations with Pakistan have remained strained. That country has been abetting violence in the Kashmir region. Bangladesh was 
created after India defeated Pakistan in the 1971 war. The sharing of Ganga water has been a point of discord between Bangladesh and India. The policy of Panchsheel 
was shattered when China invaded India in 1962. Areas belonging to India have been seized by China. Pakistan has built-up its nuclear programme with Chinese aid. 
Nepal’s increasing military and economic assistance with China is also a point of concern for us. Bhutan and Afghanistan have maintained good ties with India, though 
there were occasional misunderstandings. SAARC has been playing its’ role in promoting co-operation among the member countries. This Research Paper delves into 
India’s relationships with its neighbours, exploring various aspects such as history, cutter, polity, defence, issues and strategic partnership.

Tiny Titans: Small Islands’ Strategic Role in India’s Indian Ocean Strategy
Snowbal Singh, Research scholar, Department of Political Science, Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar (Punjab)

India’s strategic interests in key islands distributed throughout the Indian Ocean are linked to its geopolitical importance in the region. The Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands are critical for regulating maritime trade through the Strait of Malacca. This enhances India’s naval capabilities and ability to protect critical trade channels. The 
southwest, the Maldives is strategically vital because of its closeness to key maritime lanes and India’s need to maintain regional stability in the face of increased external 
forces. Sri Lanka has a huge impact on both regional security and trade due to its proximity to important shipping lanes. China’s expanding influence is challenging 
India’s historical ties to Sri Lanka, stressing the island’s strategic significance. Mauritius, which is strategically placed near key shipping lanes and significant maritime 
resources, sees India engaging in security cooperation and investment to protect critical trade routes. The Seychelles is critical to maritime security and regional stability, 
with India working on a variety of programs to prevent piracy and improve security. This study explores India’s recourse to these islands to protect maritime interests 
and expand regional influence. It also evaluates potential solutions to solve challenges offered by other states.

 Border Politics between India and Bangladesh: Concord and Discord
Dr. Ashwati C K, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Jesus and Mary College, Delhi

Study on border relations is an emerging field of enquiry. In the reflectivist discourse, border is treated as a living being or a zone of human mobility beyond the 
Westphalian territorial notions of sovereignty. Given the nature of state to state relations in post-colonial South Asia and owing to border disputes, the study has remained 
inclined to tenets of offensive/defensive realism; at times there had been an illusionary blur between both. Factually, India shares land and maritime boundaries with 
states in the subcontinent; intensity and fluidity in the interaction vary. This article focuses upon the border politics between India and Bangladesh in the past four 
decades, and the work is divided into three themes. First theme explores the nature of Radcliffe line during two periods i.e. 1947-1971 and 1971 to present; East Pakistan 
or today’s Bangladesh shares 4,097 KM long international borders with India. Second theme analyses the evolution of crime-terror nexus along the Radcliffe line, this 
section is substantiated by the comparative analysis of border narrative in both India and Bangladesh. Third theme critically discusses the issues of border management 
and security governance, also examines the nature of different stakeholders and its impact on the bilateral ties between both states. 

Border, Bonds and Balance: India’s Relations with Her Neighbours
Mr. Utpal Dutta, Dept. of Public Administration, Rajiv Gandhi National Institute of Youth Development, Chandigarh

India is one of the most prominent nations in South Asia, surrounded by several countries that add to its complex geopolitical environment. The country shares borders 
with Pakistan, China, Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh, Myanmar, and Sri Lanka. These nations relate to India within the frames of history, culture, economic interplay, and 
strategic concerns. The relationship with Pakistan is eventful with conflicts, especially in the Kashmir region, and hence there are continuing tensions despite periodic 
efforts at diplomacy. As for China, its relations with India are characterized by rivalry and co-operation for border disputes in the Himalayas and growing economic 
ties. Nepal and Bhutan are culturally and historically close to India, enjoying open borders and a strong economic relationship. Nepal’s growing closeness toward China 
made its relations with India somewhat acutely complicated. On the other hand, Bhutan maintains strong solidarity with India, but it shifts delicately regarding its foreign 
policy with an eye on balancing out its sovereignty. The ties between Bangladesh and India are deep in terms of history and language; the relationship has been majorly 
moulded by trade, the sharing of water resources, and matters relating to immigration. Myanmar is the gateway to Southeast Asia and hence of importance to India’s 
Act East policy. India had been supporting democratic processes in that country while simultaneously engaging in infrastructural projects. Sri Lanka is an island country 
off India’s southern coast and shares historical cultural and religious links with India. Ethnic tension within Sri Lanka and strategic orientation towards China makes the 
relationship complicated. This study aims to provide a guide about the Indian neighbouring countries and relations of India in the international arena. 

Changing Dynamics of India-China Relations: Simultaneity of Cooperation and Conflict
Deepak Krishnakumar, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, University of Kerala, Kasargod (Kerala)

Dr. Josukutty C.A., Professor, Department of Political Science, University of Kerala, Kasargod (Kerala)

India-China relations have been characterized by a simultaneity of cooperation and conflict. Border issue, economic interdependence, ancient traditions of statecraft, 
widening power gap and peer competition, status of both countries as rising powers, desire for a peaceful neighborhood and the common dream of an Asian century do 
play an important role in shaping this complex relationship. We argue that the interplay of these factors are responsible for the varying degrees of conflict and cooperation 
in India-China relations. Consequently, both the countries are hedging against each other. To capture the nuances of this scenario, the paper uses insights from the theory 
of balancing.

India as a Pioneer of Environmental Diplomacy in the Indo-Pacific: Shaping Eco-Focused Identities and Regional Collaboration
Devina Singh, Research Scholar, Amity Institute of International Studies, Amity University Uttar Pradesh, Noida (Uttar Pradesh)

Prof. S.S. Bindra, Director of Research, Amity Institute of International Studies, Amity University Uttar Pradesh, Noida (Uttar Pradesh)

This paper explores India’s emerging role as a pioneer in integrating environmental sustainability into its Indo-Pacific diplomacy, positioning the nation as a leader 
in promoting eco-focused identities among states. India’s Indo-Pacific strategy is increasingly aligned with global environmental sustainability goals, establishing 
the country as a frontrunner in harmonizing economic development with ecological conservation. With its diverse ecosystems and strong commitment to sustainable 
practices, India is well-positioned to lead regional collaboration, fostering peace, stability, and shared prosperity in the Indo-Pacific. Initiatives like the International 
Solar Alliance (ISA) and the Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI) underscore India’s emphasis on renewable energy and climate resilience, setting a 
regional standard for sustainable development. By prioritizing environmental sustainability in its diplomatic efforts, India can enhance regional cooperation, strengthen 
its soft power, and attract international partnerships, driving long-term economic stability and environmental resilience across the Indo-Pacific.

 India’s Strategy in Indian Ocean: Balancing Power and Influence of China
Dr Ekta Chaudhary, Assistant Professor, Head of Department, Ismail National Mahila PG College, Meerut (Uttar Pradesh)

Akash Pratap Singh, Research Scholar, Ismail National Mahila PG College, Meerut (Uttar Pradesh)

The Indian Ocean is the 21st-century battlefield in the multi-polar world. The growing presence of China in Indian Ocean has caused concern for India. As a new centre 
of gravity and a conduit for the adjacent and island nations, this region is strategically significant. While the rivalry between China and India may be manageable, 
India’s problems with China are getting harder to handle, giving India strategic problems regarding how to defend itself and pursue its national interest. China set up 
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its first military base in Djibouti on the Indian Ocean coast. China’s Maritime Silk Road, under the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), has provided an added platform for 
China to expand its economic and military reach. China wants to increase its naval deployments into the Indian ocean and developed a string of pearls. On other hand, 
India’s efforts to emerge as a net security provider and its interests and India holds strategic position in the Indian ocean. India and major powers (like USA, Japan etc.) 
cooperation in framing security architecture is significant in ensuring the rule of law, respect for International norms, state sovereignty and multilateralism cooperation 
in the region. India adopted a tit for tat approach to counter China’s action. The paper argues that India’s strategy is aimed at containing China’s influence in the region 
while also safeguarding India’s own interests.

 Hydro-Hegemony: Implications of China’s Dam Construction and River Diversion for Lower Riparian States in South Asia
Jyotishman Bhagawati, Research Scholar, MMAJ Academy of International Studies, Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi

Effective management and equitable distribution of transboundary river waters have long been contentious issues among riparian states, fuelling diplomatic tensions and 
conflicts. The Tibet region in China, known as “Asia’s water tower,» is the source of eight major transboundary river systems. In recent years, Beijing has embarked on 
an extensive spree of dam construction and river diversion projects in this crucial region. These projects, similar to other large-scale Chinese infrastructure endeavours, 
are conducted with a notable lack of transparency and without adequate consultation or notification to downstream nations. This approach raises significant concerns 
about the potential impacts on lower riparian states, particularly in South Asia, where the rivers are vital for agriculture, drinking water, and overall socio-economic 
stability. This article aims to critically analyse the ramifications of China’s ambitious dam-building and water diversion schemes on these downstream countries. It 
will also propose strategic policy measures for India to address and mitigate the challenges posed by this non-traditional geopolitical threat from its upstream neighbor

 Dynamics of India-Nepal Relations: From Nehru to Modi
Krishna Kumar, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, University of Lucknow, Lucknow (Uttar Pradesh)

This study traces the evolution of India-Nepal relations from the Nehru era to the Modi government, providing an in-depth analysis of the dynamics shaping this bilateral 
relationship. It investigates key historical events, political shifts, and economic links that have steered the course of this complex partnership. The research underscores 
the influence of geopolitical factors, including China’s role, and internal political dynamics in both nations. It also evaluates the significance of milestones such as the 
1950 Treaty of Peace and Friendship and the 2015 blockade crisis. The study culminates in an assessment of the current state of India-Nepal relations under Prime 
Minister Modi, stressing the importance of mutual respect, economic cooperation, and strategic engagement for the future of this pivotal regional relationship.

Impact of India’s Soft Power on its Bilateral Relations with its South Asian Neighbours
Kriti, Research Scholar, Department of Sociology and Political Science, Dayalbagh Educational Institute, Agra (Uttar Pradesh)

India’s soft power has undeniably played a pivotal role in shaping its bilateral relations in South Asia. India has effectively projected its influence across the region with 
a rich cultural heritage encompassing art, literature, music, cinema, cuisines, yoga, and spirituality. Bollywood movies, for instance, have enjoyed immense popularity, 
transcending linguistic and cultural boundaries to foster a sense of connectivity among South Asian neighbours, and most significantly the Indian approach of Buddhism 
provides a regional platform to all the neighbours, which connects South Asian countries in a single chain. These cultural ties have facilitated diplomatic negotiations 
and eased tensions, providing a solid foundation for India’s engagement with its neighbourhood. Therefore, India’s soft power has fostered goodwill and contributed to 
building stronger, more cooperative bilateral relations within South Asia. However, the Indian PM Narendra Modi has played a vital role in enhancing cooperation with 
its South Asian neighbours. Modi’s proactive approach towards the region aimed to strengthen India’s ties with its neighbours, fostering a sense of regional unity and 
cooperation. His diplomatic efforts, cultural exchanges, and economic cooperation initiatives strengthened regional ties, which converted India into a responsible and 
benevolent regional power, encouraging stability and growth in the South Asian neighbourhood.

 Managing India-Maldives Relations by Managing Public Opinion: An Exploration with Special Reference to Maldivian Tilt Towards China
Dr. Minarul Islam Biswas, Assistant Professor, Department of Law, Lovely Professional University, Phagwara (Punjab)

Akanchha Saraf, BA. LLB Student, Department of Law, Lovely Professional University, Phagwara (Punjab)

India and Maldives, the two neighboring nations, though unequal in terms of size and strength, have been closely related. India has assisted Maldives almost every time 
whenever the latter has been in need. But still, recently Maldives has been tilting towards China which can go against India’s national interest. Thus, it is in the strategic 
interest of India which needs to act more in ensuring stability in its relations with Maldives to counter Chinese presence in the island. This stability can be maintained 
through different strategies amongst which public opinion is one which India needs to manage in its favour. In this regard, this article aims to explore how India can better 
utilize public opinion in bridging the widening gap in its relations with Maldives. Informed by qualitative research, the study attempts to argue that though nothing is 
lacking in India’s assistance to the island country, still the latter is tilting towards China, and therefore, India can explore further ways and means for furthering the public 
opinion for managing a more friendly relations with Maldives, which can help in keeping a check on the growing Chinese influence in Maldives.

 India as an Opportunity: Aid and Assistance to the South Asian Neighbourhood
Neha Manhas, School of Liberal Studies, Pandit Deendayal Energy University, Gandhinagar (Gujarat)

India is the largest economy in South Asia and has always acted as a big brother to its neighbours. It is a truism that India has to take along its neighbours in its journey 
to power dom as the region is India-centric. One would wonder, how the neighbours look towards India and what are their expectations. Do its neighbours consider 
India as an opportunity? Ever since its independence, India has provided aid and support to many of its neighbours and has been known for its generosity. This paper 
will explore India’s aid and assistance policy towards its neighbour and how it can contribute to regional stability. But how India can match external influence and role 
of other funding nations who have sufficient role in destabilizing the region and the small countries owing to debt-trap? This research proposes to enquire how India’s 
aid and assistance program towards its neighbours can be revamped to save them from falling into the debt trap and insecurity in the regional sphere. India’s role as a 
regional leader will boost its reputation globally, attracting more investment, opening new markets, and forming strategic alliances, all of which are important for its 
goal of “Viksit Bharat @ 2047”. 

Indo-China Relations in the Indo-Pacific: A Complex Tapestry
Nikita Raj, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, B.R Ambedkar Bihar University, Muzafferpur (Bihar)

This paper delves into the intricate dynamics of Indo-China relations within the broader context of the Indo-Pacific region. It examines the historical trajectory, evolving 
geopolitical interests, and strategic imperatives that shape the bilateral relationship. The paper analyzes the complex interplay of cooperation and competition, as well 
as the impact of regional and global power dynamics on Indo-China ties. By exploring key areas of engagement, such as trade, security, and diplomacy, the study offers 
insights into the potential trajectories of the relationship and its implications for regional stability and prosperity.

Decline of India’s Foreign Diplomacy Towards Its Neighbours
Inamdar Tipusultan Alarsaheb, Assistant Professor, School of Liberal Arts and Social Science, JSPM University, Wagholi, Pune (Maharashtra)

Pagar Priyanka, Assistant Professor, School of Liberal Arts and Social Science, JSPM University, Wagholi, Pune (Maharashtra) 

India has been facing a big problem in its diplomatic efforts because of the rising power of China in South Asia, especially as these other countries are more and more 
siding with Beijing. The growth of economic, political and military relations between China, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Myanmar, Bangladesh and the 
Maldives illustrates this change. India’s long-term associations with them have weakened as they look to profit from vast Chinese infrastructure investments and strategic 
partnerships under the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). This is seen in Afghanistan where India, whose position is marginalized by the Taliban which advocates for 
pro-China and pro-Pakistan stances. Additionally, Bhutan’s cautious foray into diplomacy during the Doklam stand-off coupled with Nepal’s border dispute with India 
indicate regional realignment of alliances. Bangladesh was the only neutral nation in south asea. However, the government is toppled in Dhaka. As India’s influence 
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wanes, China is using its resources effectively along with geo-political strategy to gain a permanent foothold in the region thereby challenging India’s traditional sphere 
of influence. The paper examines how China’s growing sway over South Asia affects Indian foreign policy.

India as Emerging Power in South Asia: Challenges from the China
Prof Govind Krishna Sharma, Professor, Department of Political Science, Government Arts College, Kota (Rajasthan)

Over the past one and half decade India and China’s economic growth have inspired these two countries to expand their regional as well as global influence. India’s 
‘neighbourhood first’ policy had given a very clear message from the Indian side that it is ready to play an active role for having a peaceful and stable neighbourhood in 
South Asia along with bringing economic development and prosperity in the region. At the same time, India’s emerging economic and strategic interests urge it to play a 
leading role in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR). The new initiative was taken by India for promoting its interests in the Indian Ocean in March, 2015 is called ‘Security 
and Growth for All in the Region’ (SAGAR). India’s rise in the South Asian region has been perceived by China as challenge to meet its dream of being regional and 
global power. China is challenging Indian security along the Line of Actual Control (LAC), supporting Pakistan’s actions against India. China’s ‘string of pearls’ strategy 
has the potential intentions to dominate the IOR. Against this backdrop, the present research paper try to examine that how the India-led new initiatives have the potential 
to serve for its emerging interests in South Asia and IOR? How China’s foreign policy poses an economic and strategic challenges for India in its neighbourhood? What 
are the competitive dynamics between India and China in their bilateral relationship as well as at regional level? 

India’s Neighborhood First Policy under Narendra Modi Era (2014-2024)
Dr. Gayatri, Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, Samrat Prithviraj Chauhan Govt. College, Ajmer (Rajasthan)

Santosh Meena, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Samrat Prithviraj Chauhan Govt. College, Ajmer (Rajasthan)

Narendra Modi became the prime minister of India in 2014, New Delhi made many efforts to consolidate its dominance in South Asia. The neighborhood first policy 
is the main factor in India’s foreign policy. It’s also known as South Asian foreign policy. This paper traces implementation of neighborhood first policy through lateral 
relations between India’s and its neighboring countries. These relationships affected as well as China’s interference as frequent terrorist incidents due to Border disputes 
which are a challenge for regional security and corporation although this foreign policy connected India’s neighboring countries. It can be seen in the Neighborhood 
first policy created by Prime Minister Modi, its effect to nurture bilateral relationships, prosperous peace enhances regional connectivity and build up India’s position 
in the south Asia region.

Strategic Interplay of India and China in Nepal: Policy Implications for Smaller States
Shabab Sarvar, Research Scholar, Centre for South Asian Studies, School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi

This paper analyzes the different strategies pursued by India and China in their ongoing security competition in Nepal, and the latter’s foreign policy responses to this 
competition. It examines whether both India and China have accepted the status quo in Nepal, or are incessantly looking for opportunities to expand their dominance and 
influence in the country. First, a theoretical framework of great power politics is provided to examine the India-China power competition vis-a`-vis Nepal (Smaller State). 
This is followed by an examination of New Delhi and Beijing’s foreign policy strategies in Nepal. Finally, Nepal’s foreign policy response to preserve its sovereignty 
and security is examined. This paper has broader implications for small states seeking to preserve their sovereignty in the context of the great power competition for 
exercising hegemony over them.

Colonial Legacies and Post-colonial Boundary Redefinition in the Himalayas
Shivansh Ganjoo, Independent Scholar, from MMAJ Academy of International Studies, Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi

Nitish Kumar Parihar, Research Scholar, Energy Studies Programme, School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi

The paper employs Anssi Paasi’s theory on the institutionalization of regions to explore the enduring imprints of colonial legacies and the complex processes of post-
colonial boundary redefinition in the Himalayan region, a complex and geopolitically sensitive area encompassing parts of India, Nepal, Bhutan, and China. Colonial 
powers driven by strategic interests and administrative imperatives, carved out boundaries that often ignored the rich tapestry of pre-existing social, cultural, and 
geographic realities. These colonial demarcations have left a lasting legacy, shaping contemporary regional identities and fuelling ongoing conflicts. In the post-colonial 
era, the states have been engaged in a delicate dance of redefining and legitimising these inherited boundaries, striving to forge cohesive national identities while 
addressing historical grievances. Paasi’s framework, with its emphasis on territorial shaping, symbolic shaping, institutional shaping, and establishment in the regional 
system, provides an insightful lens to unravel the intricate tapestry of regional development. Drawing on wealth of historical records, cartographic evidence, and policy 
analyses, this study delves into the dynamic interplay of power, identity, and governance in the institutionalization of regions. The significant boundary disputes, and the 
role of international diplomacy and transnational ethnic ties are also explored in these redefinition processes.

India-Pakistan Relations: Historical Tensions and Contemporary Dynamics
Dr. Sonika Sharma, Assistant Professor, SOHSS, Raffles University, Neemrana (Haryana)

India-Pakistan relations have been fraught with tension, conflict, and periodic hostility since the partition of British India in 1947. This research paper explores the 
historical roots of these tensions, the significant events that have shaped bilateral relations, and the contemporary dynamics that continue to influence them. Utilizing 
a mixed-methods approach, combining historical analysis with contemporary case studies, this study provides a comprehensive understanding of the multifaceted 
relationship between these two nuclear-armed neighbors. The findings suggest that while historical grievances and unresolved territorial disputes remain central to the 
conflict, recent developments in diplomacy, trade, and cross-border interactions offer a potential for future cooperation.

India and China’s Geopolitical Competition and Great Game in the African Region
Sounak Ghosh, Research Scholar, Dept of International Relations, Peace and Public Policy, St. Joseph’s University, Bengaluru (Karnataka)

Hanna Sunny, Research Scholar, Dept of International Relations, Peace and Public Policy, St. Joseph’s University, Bengaluru (Karnataka)

Africa has emerged as a crucial battleground for geopolitical competition between major powers, drawn by the continent’s massive economic potential, youthful 
population, changing demographics, and growing influence worldwide. The presence of rival powers, particularly China and Russia, in Africa has influenced other 
states, like the United States and European countries, to increase their engagement in the continent. However, over the years, the two major Asian powers, China and 
India, have increased their participation and activities in the African continent. Historically, India has maintained strong ties with Africa, rooted in its support for anti-
colonial movements and the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM), establishing itself as a partner committed to mutual respect and development. On the other hand, China’s 
involvement has been marked by large military support as well as investments through the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) and the Belt and Road Initiative 
(BRI), which has led to the perception of “debt trap diplomacy.” Several countries including Ethiopia, Angola, Sudan, Congo, Kenya and Nigeria are depending on 
China for defence and economic assistance. India places a strong emphasis on community involvement and skill building, in addition to technology transfer and a 
people-centric approach like the “Vaccine Maitri” program, which provided essential aid during COVID-19 to many African countries such as South Sudan and Congo. 
Meanwhile, China’s investments in Africa have brought significant benefits, including infrastructure development and economic growth. This paper explores the 
geopolitical competition between India and China in Africa, highlighting the implications for the US and the potential for collaborative frameworks that could redefine 
their partnerships in the region. 

Examining India’s Strategic and Security Interests in Relation to Its Development Aid to Neighbouring Countries
Dr. Suneel Kumar, Assistant Professor, Department of Strategic and Regional Studies, University of Jammu, Jammu (J&K)

Sukhwinder Kour, Senior Research Fellow, Department of Strategic and Regional Studies, University of Jammu, Jammu (J&K)
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States employ several measures to defend their strategic and security goals, equally within their boundaries and outside. These steps comprise establishing alliances, 
keeping a strong military presence, diplomatic consultations and employing intelligence and monitoring. Externally, states use intercontinental treaties, trade associations 
and participation in transnational organisations to protect their interests. These exertions commonly goal to preserve national sovereignty, deliver economic constancy 
and lessen extraneous threats to the state and its populace. Several governments of different countries practice development aid as a tool to accomplish their security and 
strategic goals in return for influence and backing. Markedly, India has provided development support to many countries to surge its geopolitical impetus, diplomatic 
bonds and counterpoise other global powers. This assistance outspreads to neighbouring Nepal, Bhutan, Afghanistan, African and Asian countries. The foremost goals 
of this support are infrastructural growth, capacity building and financial collaboration to create regional friendliness and alliances. Additionally, India correspondingly 
wants to augment its soft power and counter China’s impact by assisting other countries. This article will appraise India’s exceptional position as a foreign assistance 
recipient and donor to protect and advance its national interests. 

Issues in India-Pakistan Relations: A Study of Modi Era
Dr. Surender Singh, Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, RKSD College, Kaithal (Haryana)

India has never had an easy neighbour in Pakistan. Dealing with Pakistan has always been a complicated issue for India since its inception. Both are now recognised 
as independent countries on the world map following the division of the Indian subcontinent in August 1947. The harmonious relationship between India and Pakistan 
is crucial for the security, collaboration, peace, harmony, and prosperity of the South Asian area. The historical ties between India and Pakistan have primarily been 
one of mistrust and division. Their disagreements and misunderstandings have been exacerbated by a number of factors, including histories, geographies, legacies, and 
divergent viewpoints. Furthermore, their bilateral relations have been impacted by changes in the global environment. As a result, both have experienced living in a state 
of tension and terror in addition to having fought in conflicts. This poses a serious risk not just to them both, but also to the whole South Asian region. A nation with the 
largest democracy in the world elected a right-wing party leader in May 2014 on the promise of systemic reform. There was a great deal of excitement both inside and 
outside the government when Narendra Modi was the prime minister of India. For his oath ceremony, he has invited the heads of all the South Asian Association for 
Regional Cooperation (SAARC) nations. It was a sign that India was now focussing its foreign policy on its neighbours. In order to embark on a new path of goodwill 
and harmony in South Asia and in India-Pakistan ties, India’s foreign policy underwent a paradigm shift. Although all of these factors have a significant influence on 
Modi administration decisions, this tactic was not very successful. An attempt will be made to understand India-Pakistan ties during the Modi period in this study. In 
addition, an attempt has been made to examine and evaluate the different issues that exist between Pakistan and India and that have impacted their bilateral relations and 
serve as the primary barrier to a harmonious relationship.

Expansionist Policy of China in India’s Neighbourghood: Implications and Challenges for India
Taranjot Kaur Gill, Senior Research Fellow, School of Social Sciences, Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar (Punjab) 

Dr. Rajesh Kumar, Professor, School of Social Sciences, Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar (Punjab)

India’s neighbourhood countries include Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. All these countries comprise South Asia- the region 
of great strategic relevance for regional and global politics which draws the attention of extra-regional powers like China and the United States. This paper focuses on 
how China could access most South Asian Countries through its “String of Pearls” strategy and “Belt and Road Initiative”. Though promoted as an economic initiative 
China’s BRI and Maritime Silk Road (MSR) have strategic motives. BRI allows China’s expansion in India’s neighbourhood while its MSR allows China to expand 
its influence in the Indian Ocean Region. India owing to its geographical and military might, dominates the region’s economics and politics. But China’s expansionist 
policy threatens India’s regional autonomy boosting the competition between two Asian Giants to emerge as regional power in South Asia. The growing India-China 
contestations necessitated India to mend its relations with its neighbours through new regional policies. This paper shall analyse new policies such as “Neighbourhood 
First” Policy started by PM Narendra Modi in 2014 to counter China’s expansionism in the region and safeguard India’s own interests. 

Rising Anti-Indian Sentiments in Bangladesh: Causes and Consequences
Ritik Tiwari, Guest Faculty, Govt. PG College, Bina (MP)

This paper looks at growing Anti-Indian sentiments in Bangladesh, highlighting its main causes and how they affect bilateral ties. This paper employs a strategic 
analysis to examine how foreign actors, especially global powers, contribute to the spread of narratives that are Anti-Indian. This paper is also going to examine how 
these narratives affect India’s regional security and economic involvement. The findings of this research paper suggest that addressing these issues requires diplomatic 
engagement and addressing grievances on both sides to foster mutual understanding and cooperation.

Challenges and Concerns of India-Bangladesh Relations
Dr. Manoj Kumar, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Lalit Narayan Mithila University, Darbhanga (Bihar) 

India- Bangladesh relations are characterized by mutual respect and strategic partnership that seeks to address regional challenges and capitalize opportunities for shared 
prosperity. Both countries shared cooperation in many areas like trade, water sharing, connectivity, border management, and counter terrorism efforts. However, issues 
like Teesta water-sharing dispute, border management problems, and concerns over illegal migration occasionally hamper ties between two countries. Bangladesh 
and India are common members of SAARC, BIMSTEC, IORA and the Commonwealth. Recent Crisis in Bangladesh could impact its relations with India not only in 
political sphere but also in economic area. Bangladesh acts as an important corridor for trade and transportation, linking India’s Northeast with the rest of the country and 
facilitating access to international markets. In recent years, Bangladesh is one of the leading export countries of India and the largest in south Asian region. Through this 
research we can see how India- Bangladesh relation changes over time and also discuss the issues that still exist between the two countries that cause mistrust between 
the two countries. 

The Role of Soft Power in Shaping India-Bhutan Bilateral Relations: A Multi-Sectorial Analysis
Ravi Shankar Raj Senior Research Fellow, Department of Political Science, Central University of Haryana, Mahendergarh (Haryana)

Brijesh Chandra Srivastava, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Central University of Haryana, Mahendergarh (Haryana)

This research article delves into the role of soft power in the context of India-Bhutan relations. Since pre-colonial times, both countries have portrayed various forms 
of historical, cultural, trade and diplomatic ties. Education and capacity building become the driving force of cooperation which signals the willingness of both parties 
for mutual development. Through the role of delegation from different ministries, there is an effort made to strengthen human capital and socioeconomic development. 
Buddhism, as a common spiritual heritage, remains a unifying force between India and Bhutan. The bilateral political dialogue between the country’s leaders via high-
level ministerial visits on a regular basis is the mirror of the importance of the countries for each other. The relations between the two countries have been enhanced 
through cooperative contributions in the fields, e.g. education, culture, infrastructure, health and connectivity projects. Through a detailed analysis of various initiatives 
and policies, the article argues that soft power has been integral to shaping and sustaining this relationship. Drawing examples from educational initiatives, cultural 
exchange, Infrastructure development and connectivity initiatives, Healthcare facilities and cooperation in other areas, it explores the role of soft power in India and 
Bhutan relations. 

 India-Pakistan Relations: An Overview of Past.
 Usman Ali Kagazgar, Ph.D. Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh (Uttar Pradesh) 

The Indian subcontinent was divided into two distinct states, India and Pakistan, despite sharing a common history and culture. The partition started on a negative note. 
Religious violence during the time of independence laid the groundwork for these two nations’ ongoing hostility and prevented them from ever establishing a cordial 
and amicable relationship. Pakistani and Indian populations still carry strong recollections of the rhetoric surrounding the partition, even after more than 75 years of 
separation. They have produced images of each other that are static, unchanging, and antagonistic. Political disagreements, the historical vestiges of the pre-Partition 
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era, and competing territorial claims over the disputed territory of Kashmir have soured relations between Pakistan and India since independence. The post-partition 
relationship between India and Pakistan has always been tense, unfriendly, suspicious, angry, and distrusting. There is a history of terror, territory conflicts, and battles 
between these two neighbours. Attacks, conferences and agreements, a race to acquire nuclear weapons, and other disputes. Additionally, they have worked hard to try 
and resolve disputes by implementing efforts for the peace process and actions aimed at fostering confidence. This study offers a retrospective analysis of India-Pakistan 
relations, encompassing all significant historical occurrences throughout the past seventy-five years, following the country’s split.

 Bangladesh’s Role in Cross-Border Security Challenges in India’s
North-Eastern Region

Yash Kumar, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, University of Lucknow, Lucknow (UP)

This paper examines Bangladesh’s role in the cross-border security challenges impacting India’s north-eastern region. It analyses how the border dynamics between 
Bangladesh and India contribute to the persistence and intensification of insurgent activities in Northeast India. The study explores how insurgent groups exploit 
the border for support, sanctuary, and resources, and evaluates the effectiveness of current border management practices. It also examines the geopolitical tensions 
and Bangladesh’s internal policies that affect regional stability. Through a detailed review of diplomatic relations, field research, and case studies, the paper offers a 
nuanced perspective on how cross-border interactions influence insurgency dynamics. The findings highlight critical areas for enhancing cooperation and suggest policy 
interventions to better address these security challenges and improve regional stability.

Viksit Bharat @ 2047: Navigating Regional Dynamics for a Prosperous India and its Neighbours
Indrajeet Kumar, Research Scholar, Centre- UMISARC- South Asian Studies, Pondicherry University (Puduchery)

India envisions becoming a “Viksit Bharat” by 2047, the role of its neighboring countries is key in achieving this goal. India’s neighbors—Pakistan, China, Bangladesh, 
Nepal, Bhutan, Sri Lanka, and Myanmar—hold significant strategic, economic, and cultural importance in shaping its future. A stable and cooperative South Asia 
is essential for India to focus on its developmental goals, such as infrastructure modernization, technological innovation, and social progress. Economic integration 
with neighboring countries through trade, energy cooperation, and connectivity projects will enhance regional prosperity, contributing directly to India’s growth. 
Collaborative efforts in areas like climate change, disaster management, and security can foster a more resilient region, crucial for sustaining long-term development. 
However, challenges such as border disputes, especially with China and Pakistan, pose significant threats to regional stability. Additionally, managing the complexities of 
regional rivalries, combating terrorism, and addressing cross-border migration will require strong and nuanced diplomacy. The political instability in some neighboring 
countries could also spill over, impacting India’s security and economic interests. In summary, for India to achieve its vision of Viksit Bharat by 2047, maintaining 
harmonious and constructive relations with its neighbors is imperative, alongside addressing the complex challenges that could hinder regional cooperation and stability.

India’s Opposition to Belt and Road Initiative: Study from the view of China Pakistan Economic Corridor
Arundhati Ghadai, Lecturer, Department of KISS, Deemed to be University, Bhubaneshwar (Odisha) 

Sanghamitra Patnaik, Associate Professor, HOD, Department of Political Science, KIIT University, Bhubaneswar (Odisha)

China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) is a strategy initiated by the People’s Republic of China that seeks to connect Asia with Africa and Europe via land and maritime 
networks with the aim of improving regional integration, increasing trade and stimulating economic growth. Since the past decade, the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) 
projects and their infrastructure have been continuously accelerated by the Chinese authority at the international level. However, India has been continuously opposing 
the project in different forums during the last decade. Now, India has become the only country in the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) who is against BRI. 
This is because of the China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) which is a threat to India’s sovereignty and territorial integrity. The CPEC is a flagship project of BRI 
which is crossing through the Pak Occupied Kashmir (PoK) that aims to strengthen China-Pakistan bilateral relationship. The construction of modern transportation 
networks and energy projects under CPEC will increase the economy of Pakistan. China has also rebuilt and upgraded the Karakoram Highway as a part of CPEC 
project to increase the economic growth of Pakistan’s Gwadar port. This paper also aims to describe the terrorist activities in PoK which is another major threat to India. 
The political activists from Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK) organized a protest against Pakistan to highlight the difficulties confronted by local residents due to the 
increasing presence of terrorism and fundamentalism (The Economic Times, 2024). External Affairs Minister of India, S Jaishankar attended the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization (SCO) summit in Kazakhstan’s Astana and delivered that priority must naturally be given to fighting terrorism failing which it will become a major threat 
to regional and global peace.

The Issue of Migrants in India-Bangladesh Relations
Prof. Dattatraya Wabale, Professor, Department of Political Science, S.S. Dhamdhere Arts and Commerce College, Telangaon Dhamdhere (Maharashtra)

Dr. Prabhakar Jagtap, Assistant Professor, Departme nt of Political Science, Hutatma Rajguru College, Rajgurunagar, Pune (Maharashtra)

When an internal civil war breaks out in a country, the citizens of that country migrate to save their lives. Similarly, the migration of the citizens of Bangladesh especially 
the minorities of that place has not stopped till date. In Bangladesh, due to internal strife over reservation and the interference of international politics, there has been a 
situation of migration of the minorities there. It affects the India-Bangladesh relationship. In Pakistan’s national elections in December 1970, the Awami League won a 
majority but was not allowed to form the government. President of Pakistan General Yahya Khan and Bhutto opposed Sheikh Mujibur Rahman as Prime Minister. This 
is where the internal strife started in Pakistan. This conflict resulted in increased migration to India. India gave all possible help to Bangladesh to get its independence. 
But due to this aid, India has benefited to some extent and lost to some extent. India had to fight with Pakistan, face the world, accept immigrants and take care of those 
immigrants. Migrants who came after the creation of Bangladesh were expected to go back to Bangladesh. But instead of that, most of the Bangladeshi citizens settled 
in India. This migration led to internal strife in North East India. Assam, West Bengal were particularly affected. At the same time, if we consider the industrial cities, 
most of the group working for low wages through infiltration in various cities like Mumbai, Delhi, Kolkata, Pune are Bangladeshi immigrants.The issue of immigrants 
has become more complicated due to the calculus of votes of every political party, even though the minorities of Bangladesh, especially the Hindus, have no place in 
the world except India, and they want to be allowed to stay and Muslims and others to be sent back. Bangladesh was built by Wang Bandhu Mujibur Rahman to be a 
democratic and secular nation. But only after 14 years, Bangladesh declared itself as an Islamic nation. When the BNP government came under the leadership of Begum 
Khaleda Zia, the dominance of the hardliners increased. At that time the minorities there were suffering and they migrated to India. Since there is a big border between 
India and Bangladesh, it is necessary to have amicable relations with Bangladesh. But these relations are likely to be strained day by day due to the migrant issue. That 
is why migration has become the most important issue in India-Bangladesh relations. There is a need for consensus on these issues.

Resolving Transboundary Water Disputes with Neighbours: A Step Towards Shaping a Developed India
Ms. Aastha Yadav, Research Scholar, IIS University, Jaipur (Rajasthan)

India will complete a hundred years of independence in 2047 and aspires to be a fully developed nation by then. A key step towards achieving this dream is settling 
transboundary water disputes with its neighbours, as it encompasses various aspects of the vision of developed India, including economic growth and environmental 
sustainability. The paper delves into the historical and ongoing conflicts over transboundary water resources with neighbouring countries—Bangladesh, Bhutan, China, 
Pakistan, and Nepal; highlighting the efforts India has undertaken to address these challenges through bilateral agreements, diplomatic dialogues, and cooperative 
frameworks. The article also discusses the potential solutions to these conflicts and how their resolution can help in achieving the target of a developed India. By 
addressing these transboundary water disputes, India can further enhance its geopolitical standing and contribute to peace and prosperity in South Asia.

Cultural Discourse in Foreign Policy: A Study of India’s Smart Diplomatic Engagement with Southeast Asia
Ms. Apurba Sarkar, Research Scholar, Department of International Relations, Jadavpur University, Kolkata (West Bengal)
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The world is monolithic by nature but power politics in International Relations have segregated it in different lines. Power is not constant. It shifts from one hand to the 
other as evident in the records of global politics. We perceive power best experienced in politics but that does not mean power is devoid of all other best qualities of life. 
Power, if grasped in a positive sense is intertwined with culture. Ernest Gellner has successfully enquired for the elements of culture and power in nation building. With 
this general premise it can well be inferred that the elements of culture and power backed by smart diplomacy is sure to reestablish a robust relation between India and 
Southeast Asia. The spirit of universal acceptance embedded in both the culture is still popular across the world. Unfortunately, the ‘transplantation strategy’ played by 
the colonial masters pushed back this spirit into an eclipse. Post-colonial India also succumbed to assert this spirit for a successful Act East Policy due to new colonial 
hegemony and an ardent urge to catch up the west as a superior culture. At the dawn of the new millennium India has been actively promoting its soft power credentials to 
strengthen its relations with the Non-Western World. The aim of this paper is to contextualize India’s diplomatic endeavor to usher in success in boosting up its relations 
with Southeast Asia devoid of all hindrances.

Navigating Security: India-Maldives Relations and Maritime Security Challenges
Mr. Bicku Kumar Mishra, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, University of Lucknow, Lucknow (Uttar Pradesh) 

India’s relations with Maldives have been historically cordial, except for minor hiccups in relations from time to time. Maumoon Abdul Gayyoom retained power from 
1978 to 2008 and cooperated with the Indian government. India offered all possible assistance to the Maldives, Operation Cactus in 1988 being a prime example of 
India’s effort in this direction. Since 2008, there has been a trend of alternate pro-India and pro-China governments coming to power in the Maldives. Anti-India or pro-
China issues and vice versa become the main basis of the election. Mohammad Muizzu came to power in November 2023 and started anti-India rhetoric. His Campaign 
has been based on India-out protests taking place in Maldives for the last few years. The India-out protests first began in March 2019 as the “Indian Soldiers Leave 
Campaign” by opposition parties. It was basically against the increasing presence of the Indian Military in the Maldives. The protests later turned into a full-blown India-
Out campaign, with the opposition claiming that the Maldives’ association with India was a compromise on Maldivian sovereignty. The protest gained momentum and 
eventually helped Miuzzu to defeat Solih and establish himself in power. History shows that whenever a Maldivian government comes into close contact with China, 
it has an adverse impact on India’s relations with Maldives, resulting in a serious threat to India’s security and maritime strategy in the Indian Ocean region. India’s 
relations with the Maldives reached an all-time low during Abdulla Yameen’s tenure (2013–18) when the latter developed closer ties with China. Even Miuzzu, after 
coming to power, took many decisions which New Delhi did not like. This research paper attempts to comprehend the implications of the change of government in 
Maldives on India’s relations with Maldives and India’s maritime security concern in the Indian Ocean region with the help of studying the history and analyzing the 
current progress of India’s relations with Maldives. 

Paradiplomacy of Northeast Indian States in India’s Foreign Policy
Dhiman Ray, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Tripura University, Agartala (Tripura)

Paradiplomacy of constituent units in the foreign policy of a country has now acquired a significant place globally. Paradiplomacy of Northeast Indian states facilitate 
India’s participation in this new trend of global politics. Paradiplomacy can be defined as a form of political communication to gain political, economic and other kinds 
of interests on the part of constitutional units. Its core remains centred on the self-sustained actions of constitutional units. In India, over the years, there were a number 
of instances of constitutional units or states’ exerting influence in foreign policy matters. There are two important reasons behind the enhanced role of Indian states in 
foreign affairs. Firstly, the era of globalization has brought new possibilities for states in economic spheres which influence them to participate in the international sphere. 
Secondly, the end of Congress domination at the Centre and the emergence of coalition politics since 1960s introduced the greater role of these states in foreign policy 
matters especially in cases where they are direct stakeholders. Northeast India has exerted significant influence on India’s Neighbourhood and Act East Policy. States of 
the region engaged in external activities with other countries. In this way Northeast Indian states performed their paradiplomatic activities. Consisting of the eight states 
Northeast India shares 98 percent of its borders with five neighbouring countries of India (China, Myanmar, Bangladesh, Nepal, and Bhutan). This kind of geo-strategic 
location prepares the perfect opportunity to participate in the external relations with neighbouring countries of India. Efforts have been made to engage the region in the 
country’s foreign affairs from both the Centre and the region.

Indian Foreign Policy: A Paradigm Shift
Dr. (Mrs.) Namita Parija, Lecturer in Political Science, Kanaka Manjari Women’s College, Anandapur (Odisha)

India, today is a young Indian. More than fifty per cent of its population is below 25 years. India’s middle-class population is larger than the population of the United 
States. India, as a nation, has made extraordinary success in IT and Pharmaceutical sectors. On the whole the Viksit Bharat is on its way to become a developed nation 
by 2047. With these advantages, India, today, has become a key player in global politics. Against this background, a thorough analysis has been made in this paper on 
current Indian foreign policy. Gone are those days when the United States and the former U.S.S.R. were dominating the world politics as two super powers. In those 
cold war days, the policy of non-alignment was the bedrock of India’s foreign policy. Even then the bio-polar world politics had created a number of challenges for India 
to pursue its foreign policy for promoting peace and solidarity even with her neighbours. With the changing times, world has become multi-polar. India has become a 
pre-eminent power. Hence, has emerged, what Dr. Jaishankar, India’s Foreign Minister puts it, “The Indian way in foreign policy”. India is pursuing its foreign policy 
keeping in view its long democratic ethos, demographic dividends, proactive Diaspora and rich Indian culture. There has been, therefore, a paradigm shift in India’s 
foreign policy. With new thrust areas like ‘Act East Policy’, ‘Neighbourhood First’, ‘Free, open and inclusive Indo-Pacific policy’, ‘Indian Ocean Outreach program’ 
etc., India’s Foreign Policy has undergone a major shift. Promoting international security, peace and development continues to remain as India’s core values. In this 
context, whether it is Russian-Ukraine war or war between Hamas and Israel, India’s stand is clear: war needs to be eschewed and conflicts should be resolved through 
dialogue and intervention of the U.N. India is actively involved in a number of multilateral engagements like BRICS, BIMSTEC, Shanghai Cooperation, IBSA, G-20 
etc. Under the Indian presidency the G-20 in 2023 focused on the theme “One Earth, One Family, One Future”. Foreign Policy, as the saying goes, is an extension of 
domestic policy. During the last decade, there has been an evidence of political stability in the Indian state. An aspirational youth and a burgeoning middle class under 
the dynamic leadership of India’s Prime Minister are in a bid to make our country a vibrant one by 2047. This paper is mainly a descriptive analytical one. However, a 
few focused group discussions have been made with people of different strata in Indian society.

India and Her Neighbours
Dr. Manish Bhalerao Sonawane, Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, M.S.G.College, Malegaon, Nashik (Maharashtra)

The Indian subcontinent has a history of 350 years of British colonial rule. The British decided the borders with India’s neighbouring countries. Hence, many problems 
exist with these nations, like border disputes, the distribution of river water, and other resources. After independence, Nehru shaped Indian foreign policy with the 
principles of the NAM. Foreign policy was guided by the Panchsheel principles in determining policy with neighbours. India has always tried to win the trust of its 
neighbours. But they are constantly concerned about their positions. Almost all the countries on the subcontinent are constantly struggling with the functioning of 
democracy and the constitutional structure of their political institutions. Big powers like America, Russia, and China have tried to exert pressure on these small countries 
through military power and showing economic inducements. Vajpayee once said that we can change our friends, but never our neighbours. India has opened up its 
economy in the era of globalisation, and now China is India’s main competitor. Currently, the Maldives, Afghanistan, Sri Lanka, and Bangladesh are suffering from 
internal problems. In this scenario, India should take more steps to gain the support and trust of its neighbours. By using the principles of democracy and the historical 
moral ideas of India, we can rebuild and broaden relations with neighbours, which will have a base of human well-being. Free trade relations are important beyond 
political disputes. The example of the European Union is the best directive for the Indian subcontinent. SAARC as a regional organisation should now be strengthened, 
and its functioning should be based on democratic values. The role of diplomats, diplomatic staff, and officers should be equal to that of political leaders in determining 
foreign policy. India needs to prioritise avoiding China’s influence on its neighbours. China is dangerous for our economy and security. India’s foreign policy in the 
context of neighbouring countries should have two objectives in the current period, one is to ensure that China’s influence does not increase in these countries. And the 
second objective is to gain the faith of both the democratic political system and the peoples of neighbouring countries.
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Reinvigorating India’s Neighbourhood First Policy: The Impact on India-Sri Lanka Relations
Dr. Rohil, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, DAV College, Chandigarh

The implementation of India’s Neighbourhood First Policy also called the South Asian Foreign Policy (SAFP) has faced several complex challenges, shaping the current 
state of bilateral relations between India and Sri Lanka. The end of nearly three decades of internal armed conflict in Sri Lanka, its focus on economic recovery, and its 
emphasis on Asia-centric foreign policy recalibrated India-Sri Lanka bilateral relations. Despite notable improvements in their relations over time, unresolved ethnic 
issues, contested geopolitics, and ongoing fisheries disputes continue to raise significant questions about both countries’ relationship. The geopolitical dynamics in the 
Indian Ocean Region (IOR) have added another layer of complexity, turning it into a strategic arena where regional and global powers vie for influence. These dynamics 
have reshaped India-Sri Lanka relations based on each country’s strategic outlook towards the IOR, impacting issues such as maritime security, regional peace, and 
stability. This article analyses the historical and contemporary dynamics of India-Sri Lanka relations within India’s Neighbourhood Policy framework. The study relies 
on secondary data sources for its research and analysis. It evaluates the strategic importance of Sri Lanka within the context of India’s regional aspirations and the 
challenges posed by geopolitical factors, including the influence of external powers such as China. India continues to be Sri Lanka’s biggest trading partner, and with 
an established Free Trade Agreement (FTA) already in effect, India is pushing for the swift approval of the Economic and Technology Cooperation Agreement (ETCA). 
As both nations navigate their respective foreign policy priorities, the Neighbourhood Policy continues to provide a framework for collaborative solutions to regional 
challenges, positioning India and Sri Lanka as key partners in the broader Indo-Pacific region.

India-UAE Partnership: Analysing the Role of Diaspora
Mr. Fardin Jahangeer, Research Scholar, Department of International Relations, Peace and Public Policy, St Joseph’s University, Bengaluru (Karnataka)

Dilsa Dinesh, Research Scholar, Department of International Relations, Peace and Public Policy, St Joseph’s University, Bengaluru (Karnataka)

During the COVID-19 pandemic, India offered medical support to the UAE for helping the Indian diaspora, in turn enhancing soft power and health diplomacy. It is a 
concern that there has been limited interference by the Indian government about human rights abuses faced by Indian semi-skilled and unskilled migrants in the UAE. 
But the formation of the Ministry of Overseas Indian Affairs (MOIA), collaborations with organizations like Human Rights Watch, and voicing concerns over the Kafala 
system have been done by the government. The states have also facilitated direct cross-border payments by UPI and AANI. Domestic debit and credit cards of both 
nations have been linked as well. CEPA, a trade agreement between the two countries, will help the Indian diaspora and encourage investments. The recent inauguration 
of the first Hindu temple in Abu Dhabi by Narendra Modi and the broad presence of the Indian education system in the Middle East highlight the cultural significance. 
I2U2, the trilateral meeting between the UAE, India, and France, and BRICS all point out the importance both countries are giving to further aggrandize their long-
standing partnership.

India’s Defense Indigenisation – Role of Indo-French Strategic Partnership
Mr. Harsh Raj, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Guru Ghasidas Vishwavidyalaya, Bilaspur (Chhattisgarh)

Aatmanirbhar Bharat has been articulated by the Indian Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, with the objective of fostering self-sufficiency across all sectors of the 
economy. A crucial domain where governmental efforts are concentrated on realizing self-reliance is the defence sector. The financial outlay by India on the importation 
of defence apparatus is substantial, presenting a considerable concern for the government in light of the nation’s geopolitical circumstances. India’s dependency 
on international entities for its defence apparatus renders it vulnerable to disruptions in the supply chain and geopolitical pressures. In response to this challenge, 
the Indian government has been implementing initiatives to bolster self-reliance in the realm of defence manufacturing. A vital approach that has been embraced is 
indigenisation, which entails the promotion of domestic production of defence apparatus. Considering all foundational elements, a strategic partnership with France 
possesses the potential to advance India’s aspirations for indigenisation in the domains of defence manufacturing, production, and export. France is a leading player in 
defence manufacturing, with advanced technology and expertise in various sectors. By collaborating with France, India can benefit from their technical know-how and 
experience, while also gaining access to cutting-edge defence technologies. This paper examines the complexities inherent in defense indigenisation, emphasizing the 
necessity for a more cohesive and synergistic strategy to tackle the fundamental challenges. Furthermore, this study investigates the significance of the Indo-French 
Strategic partnership in the context of defense indigenisation.

Engaging the Troubled Neighbourhood during Modi Administration: Problems and Prospects with Maldives
Mr. Jayarama M, Research Scholar, Department Of International Relations And Politics, Central University of Kerala, Kasaragod (Kerala)

Recently, South Asian countries have witnessed frequent political instabilities, economic crises and military takeovers in the region. These incidents pose different 
problems for India like anti-India regime, structural changes and geo-political challenges in its neighbourhood. However, it is imperative for India to formulate a 
balanced foreign policy approach towards the troubled neighbourhood in order to protect its strategic interests in South Asia. The recent developments of tensions 
between India and Maldives have brought to light a series of events that imply a significant shift in the bilateral relations in the neighbourhood. Amidst the complex 
geopolitical environment, Maldives holds a crucial position in India’s ‘Neighbourhood First Policy’. Moreover, the Modi government has taken different steps to 
strengthen bilateral relations with Male. In this context, the present paper examines India’s foreign policy towards Maldives and areas of problems and prospects. It also 
analyses growing Beijing-Male relations and India’s countermeasures to Chinese assertiveness and restore its profile in the Indian Ocean region.

India and Her Neighbours: Strengthening Regional Ties with Nepal under the Viksit Bharat Campaign
Mr. Jetendra Kumar Sharma, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh (Uttar Pradesh) 

The “Viksit Bharat” campaign is a vision for a developed India that emphasizes strategic partnerships, regional stability, and sustainable development. This research 
explores India’s diplomatic, economic, and security relations with its neighboring countries, with a special focus on Nepal, in the context of this campaign. It critically 
examines how India’s foreign policy has evolved to strengthen ties with its neighbors, addressing mutual concerns such as border management, trade, energy cooperation, 
and cultural exchange. The study also delves into the challenges and opportunities of Nepal’s ongoing democratization process and how India’s support under the Viksit 
Bharat framework contributes to the region’s political stability and economic growth. Through an analysis of bilateral agreements, regional initiatives, and diplomatic 
engagements, the research provides insights into India’s role as a regional leader and its vision for a developed and harmonious South Asia.

The Evolution of India’s Global Strategy: From Non-Alignment to Multialignment
Jhilike Saha, MA, Department of Political Science, Rabindra Bharati University, Kolkata (West Bengal) 

The article “The Evolution of India’s Global Strategy: From Non-Alignment to Multialignment” explores the transformation of India’s foreign policy from its traditional 
stance of non-alignment during the Cold War era to a more dynamic and flexible approach of multialignment in the contemporary global order. Initially, India’s non-
alignment was characterized by a commitment to avoid entanglement in superpower conflicts, emphasizing sovereignty and strategic autonomy. However, in recent 
decades, particularly under the leadership of Narendra Modi, India has shifted towards multialignment. This new strategy involves engaging with multiple major powers, 
forging strategic partnerships, and leveraging India’s growing economic and geopolitical influence. The shift reflects India’s pragmatic adaptation to a multipolar 
world, where balancing relationships with the United States, Russia, China, and other key players is crucial for advancing national interests. The article argues that 
multialignment offers India the flexibility to navigate complex global challenges while maintaining its strategic autonomy.

Exploring Borders: Perspectives of Government and Border Communities on the Fencing of the Indo-Myanmar Border along Nagaland
Lereteu Khutsoh, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, North Eastern Hill University, Shillong (Meghalaya)

Borders have a complex nature that goes beyond their function of demarcating physical regions, as they also include a wide range of sociopolitical and cultural stories. 
The study delves into the conflicting stances of the Indian government and border communities in relation to the installation of fence along the Indo-Myanmar border. 
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The difficulties of striking a balance in a region that is both strategically important and culturally dynamic underscores the complex inter play of government policies 
and the daily lived realities of those living on the Indo-Myanmar border. As the Indian government pursues comprehensive fencing operations to control illegal 
migration, trafficking, and insurgencies, it also raises important concerns regarding the effects of these measures on local communities. Although these activities are 
portrayed as safeguards, they often disturb customary behaviours, alter community dynamics, and question established identities, exacerbating the existing socio-
political marginalization and alienation. This study aims to gain understanding of the divergent understandings of security and sovereignty along the Indo-Myanmar 
border by analysing the goals of the government and the viewpoints of the local inhabitants. In conclusion, the results of the study aims to add to wider conversations on 
the consequences of territoriality in an increasingly linked global context. 

The Influence of Soft Power And Cultural Diplomacy Between India And Malaysia -A Study
Mr. Manoj B, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Madurai Kamaraj University, Madurai (Tamil Nadu) 

Prof. D. Ramakrishnan, Professor and Head, Department of Political Science, School of Social Sciences, Madurai Kamaraj University, Madurai (Tamil Nadu) 

India’s use of soft power and cultural diplomacy has significantly influenced Malaysia, reflecting a strategic approach to strengthening bilateral relations and promoting 
cultural affinity. This abstract explores the mechanisms and impacts of India’s soft power in Malaysia, focusing on cultural, educational and economic dimensions. 
India leverages its rich cultural heritage, including films, music, dance, cuisine, yoga, and festivals to build a positive image and foster a sense of cultural kinship 
with Malaysia. The Indian diaspora in Malaysia is one among the largest population outside India, plays a crucial role in sustaining and propagating Indian culture. 
Cultural festivals such as Diwali, Pongal and Thaipoosam celebrated widely in Malaysia, serve as platforms for cultural exchange and mutual appreciation. Educational 
exchanges and scholarships further India’s influence, attracting Malaysian students to Indian universities and fostering long-term people-to-people connections. 
Additionally, collaborations in higher education and research contribute to knowledge transfer and innovation, reinforcing India’s soft power. Through institutions 
like Indian Cultural Centre in Kuala Lumpur and initiatives such as the International Day of Yoga, India promotes its cultural values and soft power. These efforts 
are supported by governmental policies and non-governmental organizations, creating a multi-faceted approach to cultural diplomacy. This research paper focuses on 
few research enquires like how India’s soft power and cultural diplomacy have successfully created a favorable and conducive environment for bilateral cooperation, 
promoting cultural understanding, and strengthening socio-economic ties between India and Malaysia. Further it explores the hidden soft power effect by which the 
strategic use of cultural assets and educational initiatives continues to shape a positive narrative and enhance India’s influence in the region.

Changing Contours of India’s Foreign Policy
Pradip Jankar, Research Scholar, Savitribai Phule Pune University, Pune (Maharashtra)

In the modern political system, all the nations of the world try to achieve their national interest. Each nation is seen trying to control the other while achieving the national 
interest. Today, foreign policy has acquired a unique importance to achieve national interest. The development of Indian foreign policy mainly took place during the 
period 1885 to 1947 i.e. India’s pre-independence period, post-independence period, and globalization period. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru is seen to have a great influence 
on Indian foreign policy. During the transition of power in the country, the nature of Indian foreign policy has changed. After 1990, India has started changing its foreign 
policy keeping in view the changing trends in international politics. Its first attempt was made during the tenure of P. V. Narasimha Rao. The independence movement 
and the principles of its founders have greatly influenced the foreign policy of independent India. India’s foreign policy was shaped by Mahatma Gandhi’s philosophy of 
non-violence and satyagraha as well as the revival of the struggle against colonialism. In contemporary times, India’s foreign policy seems to be proceeding on a realistic 
path. Once upon a time, the two principles of separatist policy and military autonomy were an integral part of India’s foreign policy. But now India is deviating from 
its traditional separatist policy and planning foreign policy in a different way. As per the changing framework, the importance of economic and commercial politics in 
foreign policy increased. Multilateral politics gained more importance due to many new international and regional organizations. Therefore, foreign policy has become 
more complex. Important areas in India’s foreign policy are Pakistan, America, China, Russia and other neighbouring countries. Under the leadership of Prime Minister 
Shri. Narendra Modi, India has become an important factor at the international level. It would not be wrong to look at India’s foreign policy as an emerging foreign 
policy.

The Citizenship Amendment Act, 2019, and India’s Relations with Its Neighbors
Professor Prashant S. Amrutkar, Professor in Political Science & Registrar, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Marathwada University, Chatrapati Sambhajinagar (Maharashtra)

The Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA), enacted by the Indian Parliament on December 11, 2019, amends the Citizenship Act of 1955, facilitating Indian citizenship for 
non-Muslim migrants—Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, Parsis, and Christians—from the neighboring countries, namely Pakistan, Bangladesh, and Afghanistan, who 
arrived before December 31, 2014. While the Indian government asserts that the CAA aims to protect persecuted religious minorities, it has sparked widespread domestic 
protests and international criticism for allegedly undermining India’s secular principles. This paper examines the CAA’s broader implications, focusing on its impact on 
India’s diplomatic relations with neighboring countries. The analysis explores shifts in regional stability, diplomatic tensions, and the international perception of India’s 
commitment to its constitutional values. By evaluating these dimensions, the paper aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of the CAA’s role in shaping India’s 
foreign policy and its future geopolitical landscape.

India And Her Neighbours 
Roshni Khatun, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Jai Prakash University Chapra (Bihar) 

India has nine neighbouring countries. Afghanistan, Pakistan, Nepal, China, Bhutan, Bangladesh, Myanmar, Srilanka, and the Maldives. India works at the policy of 
“neighbourhood first”. India is committed to developing friendly and mutually beneficial relationship within all its neighbours. India’s geographical location has not only 
given its neighbours but also problems driven by geography like boundaries disputes and conflicts over sharing river water, migration spillover of ethnic and religious 
conflicts etc. Although it is said to be theoretically relation amongst state are based on the principal of sovereign equality but in reality, their relation is shaped in the 
real politics and the power of state matter a lot. India centric character of South Asia reflects the power asymmetry that exists in the region where as the small states like 
Pakistan, Nepal, Srilanka and Bangladesh have always desired their bilateral relation with India have always remained asymmetrical as their existed power differentiated 
Between India and their capabilities. 

India- Sri Lanka Relations: Challenges & Opportunities 
Varsha Rani, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Arya Kanya Degree College, Prayagraj (U.P.)

India and Sri Lanka are closest maritime neighbors separated only by eighteen miles of Park Strait in the Indian Ocean Region(IOR). India-Sri Lanka shares a close 
proximity of relations since time immemorial based upon political-economic-cultural linkages. Several Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs)have been signed to 
enhance ties in the areas of economics, science and technology, agriculture, education, nuclear, connectivity, and culture. However, these MoUs have not produced the 
desired results. The real concerns in the bilateral relations, including the fate of Indian development projects, excessive Chinese involvement in the Island, the resolution 
of Fisherman’s issue, and the repatriation of the Sri Lankan refugees, are yet to be resolved. In this background, this paper tends to analyze the relationship between India 
and Sri Lanka. The objective of this paper is to examine what are the challenges among the two which is forbidding them to develop a strategic tie in real sense. By using 
the various Foreign Policy approaches of the Indian Government like Neighborhood First Policy, SAGAR and more, this paper tries to find out the opportunities which 
are before India and Sri Lanka to secure their strategic and maritime interests. This study enriches our understanding of India-Sri Lanka relations with a new perspective 
based upon the dynamic changes in the IOR.

Policy of Change or Continuity: A Comparative Analysis of the Two PMs in India’s Neighborhood during UPA (2004-2009) and NDA (2014-2019) 
governments

Varun Dixit, ICSSR Doctoral fellow, Department of Political Science and International Relations, Gautam Buddha University, Greater Noida (U.P.)
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Akshay Kumar Singh, Head, Department of Political Science and International Relations, Gautam Buddha University, Greater Noida (U.P.) 

One can change one’s friends but not neighbors. India’s Neighborhood has always remained close to the PM’s heart, reflected in their actions or initiatives. The paper’s 
objective is to draw a comparative analysis of the role played by two PMs in constructing the foreign policy for the Neighborhood and how PMs envisioned the idea 
of India through Descriptive analysis. Primary data include speeches and statements made during the visit and in Parliament. Secondary data, such as MEA Annual 
Reports, PM visits, and budget allocation to India’s Neighborhood, would also be evaluated to compare the policies initiated in bilateral and regional meetings. The 
overall policy has remained the same, though the intensity of bilateral engagement and non-reciprocity has been multiplied under the NDA government. At the same 
time, specific changes can be reflected in government policies, which have become more affirmative and problem-solving. In comparison, PM Singh’s approach towards 
the Neighborhood was more towards continuity and collective engagement. 

10 Year Of India’s Neighbourhood First Policy: Challenges And Prospects
Dillip Kumar Sahu, Lecturer in Political Science, Larambha College, Larambha, Sambalpur University, Sambalpur (Odisha)

Over the past few decades India’s status has dramatically change at the global levels specially because of its actives roles in international platform, rising global issue, 
economic growth, trade and commerce, development of science and technology, emergence of Indian market and so on. India has a strong track record to raise different 
global issue at various international forums. India behaves and acts as a responsible power, emerge as a global power. But the question occurs, what does it in terms of its 
foreign relations within its immediate neighbourhood? Neighbourhood policy is actual yardstick of a countries’ foreign policy. India has very successive and interesting 
stories dealing with global power and global issue. But when it comes regional power struggle, picture is something different. In the past seven decade various leader has 
adopted various approach to deal with immediate neighbourhood, like “Asian solidarity” by Nehru, “South Asia Community” by Ram Mohan Lohia, “Gujral Doctrine” 
by I.K. Gujral, “South Asian Union” by Yashwant Sinha , . In 2014 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has stated his foreign policy with a new narrative “Neighbourhood 
first policy”. This paper analyzes the India’s policy toward its immediate neighbourhood. The evolution of the India’s neighbourhood policy from Premier Nehru to 
Modi. The new strategy style of new government dealing with long standing regional issue, like boundary dispute, illegal migration, cross border terrorism, searing the 
river water and so on. And how the new negotiation practice such as strengthening bilateral ties, people to people contract, diplomatic engagement, sub regionalism, 
space diplomacy, regional connective, economic growth has help to maintain regional cooperation, peace, harmony and tranquillity in the region.

The Study Of Refugee Migration From Bangladesh To India
Ms. Esha Milind Atey, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, School of Education and Humanities, JSPM, Pune (Maharashtra)

Migration is acknowledged as an ongoing, regular movement of individuals from one place to another. India has a long history of accepting refugees from neighbouring 
countries, motivated by varied political, social, and humanitarian challenges. For example, Partition Refugees (1947), Bangladeshi Refugees (1965 and 1971) and 
Rohingya Refugees (Recent Years). Bangladesh is vital for India’s security, the development of the Northeast, and the success of its ‘Look East Policy’. The study of 
refugee migration from Bangladesh to India is the most significant topic covered in this research paper. Numerous political and social issues have arisen as a result of 
refugee influx, demanding quick policy response. To develop a policy, it is imperative to study and investigate the India-Bangladesh relations: its migration history, 
implications of migration on Polity, Society, economy, culture and demography, challenges. Increased connectivity between the two nations will lead to a requirement 
for a more comprehensive refugee policy. Human security concerns would probably dominate Indo-Bangladesh relations for the next 20 years. The research paper will 
try to cover all these aspects so as to build a foundational basis for policy recommendations- a broader dimension which would be the next step of this research topic. 

Foreign Policy Priorities of Taliban Controlled Afghanistan: Continuities and Changes
Rajeesh CS, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Surana College, Surana (Karnataka)

This paper tries to situate the foreign policy priorities of Taliban controlled Afghanistan and its repercussions in the region. Since the Taliban took control of Kabul in 
2021 and the internationally recognized Islamic Republic of Afghanistan collapsed, Afghanistan’s ties with other countries have entered a transitional era. The Islamic 
Emirate of Afghanistan is a new government that is not recognized by any nation. Formal interactions are still restricted to representatives of the Islamic Republic, 
despite the fact that certain nations have maintained informal diplomatic ties with the Islamic Emirate. In addition, this paper will have a look at how the Taliban 
threaten Afghans’ civil and political rights enshrined in the constitution created by the U.S.-backed government. Since regaining control, the Taliban have taken actions 
reminiscent of their brutal rule in the late 1990s. The Taliban’s takeover has also wiped out gains in Afghans’ standards of living that were made over the two decades 
after the U.S. invasion, according to the UNDP. In an October 2022 report, the agency said that almost all Afghans were living in poverty. The economy has shrunk by 
up to 30 percent since the takeover, and an estimated seven hundred thousand jobs have been lost. Therefore, this paper concludes how a fragile political system can 
even destabilize the region, particularly South Asia, they belong to. This paper will also examine the ways in which the Taliban jeopardize the civil and political rights 
of Afghans as guaranteed by the constitution drafted by the government supported by the United States. The Taliban have resumed authority and are acting in a manner 
that is reminiscent of their violent reign in the late 1990s. The UNDP claims that gains in Afghans’ standards of life during the two decades following the U.S. invasion 
have also been erased by the Taliban’s rule. It added that practically all Afghans were impoverished in a report from October 2022. Since the Taliban takeover, the 
economy has collapsed by up to 30%, and there have been an estimated 700,000 job losses. Thus, this article suggests that a weak political system has the potential to 
further destabilize the region, especially.

India – Bangladesh Relations In Changing Scenario
Mrs. Shraddha Vinod Kothavale Assistant Professor & Head, Dept.of Political Science, Sahakarbhushan S. K. Patil College, Kurundwad, (Maharashtra)

India and Bangladesh have a rich historical, cultural, geographical, political relationship. The foundation of India-Bangladesh relations were started from Bangladesh 
Liberation War of 1971.Smt.Indira Gandhi, Prime Minister of India, had given Military support to assist Bangladesh in its fight for independence from Pakistan. There 
were instability for two decades. In 1996 Sheikh Hasina came into power after that time India –Bangladesh relations took good turn. The bilateral relations were 
building up in Trade, Energy, Infrastructure, Connectivity, Defence, Ganga River Water distribution etc. The geopolitical position of Bangladesh is very crucial to India. 
Bangladesh is largest trade partner of India in South Asia. Both countries successfully resolved Boundary dispute by making Land Boundary Agreement (LBA) .In 2023 
Akhaura –Agaratala Railway Link project was signed. They also signed for shipping network. Both countries are members of important regional organizations such 
as SAARC, BIMSTEC, IORA etc. But there are some disputable things between two countries such as illegal migration from Bangladesh, issue of Rohingya refugees, 
Teen Bigha Corridor etc. In August, 2024 student protest related to reservation issue were take place and this resulted end of Sheikh Hasina’s long term regime. India 
has given shelter to Sheikh Hasina. The Chief advisor of interim government of Bangladesh Prof. Mohammad Yunus criticized the role taken by Indian government. So 
today India-Bangladesh relations are in critical situation. There is need to create and maintain cordial relationship with Bangladesh in changing global scenario.

Gendered Populism: An Analysis of Women’s Empowerment through Welfarism in West Bengal
Sudipto Mondal, Research Scholar, Department of Politics and International Studies, Pondicherry University, Pondicherry

Populism is a political approach that highlights common social and political issues, making them visible to those in power and encouraging them to act. Despite its 
extensive exploration in various contexts in India and the world, its relationship with gender dimensions is still not fully understood. This study aims to enhance the 
comprehension of gender’s role in populist politics by presenting the context of gendered populism in West Bengal. This work proposes that the process of constructing 
“the people” against “elites” and “non-people” by populist parties is gendered, with gender serving as a crucial factor in determining who is included or excluded from 
“the people.” The article also suggests that the gendered construction of “the people” intersects with political parties which mobilized the gender with the language of 
welfareism. Gender populism is a relatively new concept that refers to the use of gender symbolism, language policy measures, and contestation of gender issues by 
populist actors. It involves the manipulation of gender roles, stereotypes, and traditional values to appeal to the masses and create divisions between “the people” and 
“the others.”
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PANEL - 16
AI IN INDIAN POLITICS: OPPORTUNITIES, CHALLENGES AND IMPLICATIONS

 The Role of Artificial Intelligence in Policy Implementation in Indian Politics
Ajay Chakkravarthi, B, BA Political Science, Kumaraguru College of Liberal Arts and Science, Coimbatore (Tamil Nadu)

Artificial intelligence has become a key element of technological progression in the modern world, driving its change from the industrial age to the current technologically 
developed world. AI has placed its presence across various sectors, notably in Indian politics and policy implementation. This study dives into how AI can analyse real-
time data from diverse sources such as census records and public opinion surveys to gain the understanding of public needs and have an effective policy implementation 
as it closely relates to the Viksit Bharat vision. The approach of this study includes a qualitative analysis, where the key aspect of this paper focuses on promoting 
inclusivity in policy implementation addressing the measures of AI implemented policies, exhibiting inclusivity using appropriate data to mitigate biases in data analysis, 
ensuring equitable resource allocation, and making policy implementation accessible to all citizens regardless of language barriers, minority status or physical abilities. 
In addition, the paper evaluates the benefits and challenges of AI in policy implementation. Finally, it aims to provide insights into AI on enhancing the effectiveness, 
fairness, and inclusivity of policy implementation in India to Viksit Barath. From the derived result, we can conclude that AI can give valuable insights on policies. 
However, policies ultimately require human understanding of emotions and inclusivity, as AI may sometimes mislead or fail to fully address inclusivity in policy 
implementation.

Electioneering in the Age of AI: How Artificial Intelligence is Redefining Indian Political Campaigns
Dr Namo Narayan, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Dayanand Vedic College, Orai, Jalaun (U.P)

Mr. Satyendra Gupta, Research Scholar, C.S.J.M. University, Kanpur (U.P.)

Artificial intelligence (AI) is revolutionizing political campaigns around the world, and India, being one of the largest democracies, is at the forefront of this 
transformation. This research explores how AI is changing the way political campaigns are run in India. We examine how AI tools like predictive analytics, voter 
profiling, and automated content creation are being used to craft more effective campaign strategies. Through real-world examples from recent Indian elections, we show 
how these technologies help campaigns target specific voter groups, tailor messages, and make data-driven decisions. However, we also address important issues such 
as privacy concerns and the risk of spreading misinformation. The study looks at how AI is impacting voter engagement and the broader political conversation in India. 
By understanding these changes, we aim to highlight the benefits and challenges of AI in politics and suggest ways to ensure that these technologies support a fair and 
transparent democratic process.

AI in Indian Politics: Opportunities, Challenges and Implications.
Dr Jaya Verma, PGT of Political Science St. Paul’s Sr Sec School, Jhalamand, Jodhpur (Rajasthan)

AI is the science and technology of making machines and computers to think like human intelligence and at the same time have capabilities to solve problems. This 
article explores the transformative role of artificial intelligence (AI) in Indian politics, highlighting its integration into governance, electoral processes, and policy-
making. Furthermore, AI-driven tools such as chatbots and virtual assistants are improving citizen engagement and public service delivery. However, the rapid adoption 
of AI in politics raises significant ethical and regulatory challenges, including data privacy concerns, algorithmic bias, and the potential for political manipulation. 
Looking ahead, the future of AI in Indian politics promises advanced predictive analytics, enhanced electoral integrity through blockchain integration, and AI’s pivotal 
role in crisis management. Ensuring ethical AI usage will necessitate continuous collaboration between policymakers, technologists, and civil society to safeguard 
democratic values and citizen rights.

The Role of AI in Shaping Voting Behaviour of Youth in General Election 2024: A Case Study of Kishangarh Municipality, Ajmer District
Chaudhary Pawan Kumar, Research Scholar, Department of Public Policy, Law and Governance, Central University of Rajasthan, Kishangarh (Rajasthan)

Dr. Sudhir Kumar Garhwal, Assistant Professor, Department of Public Policy, Law and Governance, Central University of Rajasthan, Kishangarh (Rajasthan)

The integration of Artificial Intelligence (AI) in shaping electoral outcomes faces a significant test in the 2024 election year, as almost half of the world’s population 
will exercise their right to vote in national elections across major countries. This research paper examines the role of AI in shaping young voter behaviour in Kishangarh 
Municipality of Ajmer District, Rajasthan, during the recently concluded general elections. The study aims to understand both the positive and negative impacts of AI on 
young voters, amidst growing concerns about the potential misuse of these technologies for narrative-setting, disinformation, and manipulation. Furthermore, AI tools 
have been hailed for their ability to streamline political campaigns and engage voters more effectively. However, they also pose significant risks, including the spread 
of fake news and challenges to election integrity. By employing a questionnaire survey method, this research evaluates the implications of using AI tools which affects 
voter perceptions and behaviours. This research paper also identifies the challenges associated with their use and examines the regulatory measures needed to ensure fair 
elections. The findings provide insights into the multidimensional role of AI in modern elections which offers a comprehensive analysis of its impact on young voters. 
The research paper concludes with recommendations for addressing the ethical concerns and regulatory needs associated with AI in political campaigns. This study also 
put emphasis on the importance of collaborative efforts among stakeholders to mitigate the risks and harness the benefits of AI technologies in the democratic process. 
Additionally, this study highlights the potential of AI to empower and engage young voters, which is crucial for fostering an informed and active citizenry to strengthen 
the democratic foundations needed in India’s Vision for Viksit Bharat@2047.

 Indian Politics and AI: The Future Aspect of Indian Voting System
Rakesh Jha, Student, Department of Livelihood and Social Entrepreneurship, Tata Institute of Social Science, Ghawhati (Assam) 

This research paper presents a comprehensive framework for “How AI can help in Indian politics to improve voting systems.” This study will focus on the role of AI 
in Indian politics like: AI can make voting system easy, cheaper and less time taking. AI will help in improving transparency, increase voting participation, no issues of 
capturing the booths, a smaller number of human resources is required. It will be more beneficial for old age person and the one who is living far from their hometowns. 
However, on the other hand, AI adaptation in Indian politics also raise concern. Challenges include data privacy, ethical concern and increase chances of manipulation 
of votes. Furthermore, the lack of AI literacy in citizens can be the biggest barrier in AI adaptation in voting system. It is crucial to address these challenges and ensure 
responsible AI adaptation. This research paper provides the roadmap for AI implication, challenges in Indian voting system, offering insights for harnessing its potential 
while mitigating risks. 

 Role of AI in Indian Politics: Opportunities, Challenges and Implications
Shaily, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science & International Relations, Central University of South Bihar, Gaya ( Bihar )

The 2014 General Election was the first time Digital campaigning through social media made a significant impact. For the first time, live speeches from the campaigns 
trail were being live streamed and social media platforms like Twitter and Facebook played an active role in setting the political agenda. Election management also 
witnessed extensive use of digital technologies, with the use of an online volunteer portal by the BJP mission 272+ efforts drawing in urban professionals and students to 
the campaign as digital volunteers. The 2019 election marked the extensive use of personal messaging applications such as WhatsApp for the campaign, with sharing of 
short videos becoming the staple for citizen engagement. The 2024 election marks the first-time AI will be used extensively to expand citizen outreach, breaking barriers. 
Therefore, the author tries to explore the role and contributions of AI towards shaping of India’s Politics.

 Interpreting India’s National Strategy for Artificial Intelligence
Deepak Tomar, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, SRM University Delhi-NCR, Sonepat (Haryana)
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The paper examines India’s National Strategy for Artificial Intelligence (AI), which seeks to establish the nation as a leader in AI-driven innovation that addresses societal 
issues and boosts economic development. The strategy formulated by NITI Aayog identifies important sectors where AI can have a revolutionary effect, including 
healthcare, agriculture, education, smart cities, and mobility. However, there are several obstacles in the way of realizing this vision, such as issues with data privacy, 
ethical considerations, the requirement for a strong infrastructure, and a substantial lack of skills in AI-related sectors. The study also looks at artificial intelligence’s 
impact on Indian politics. It highlights the value of public-private partnerships, creating a thriving research environment, and creating legislative frameworks that 
guarantee the ethical application of AI in order to address these issues. The paper highlights the Indian path in balancing innovation with ethical considerations and 
inclusivity crucial in shaping a sustainable and equitable AI landscape that benefits all sections of society.

Artificial Intelligence in Indian Rural Politics: Bridging the Urban-Rural Divide through Technology
Dr. Monika Kumari, Assistant Professor, Dept. of Public Administration, The Assam Royal Global University, Guwahati (Assam)

The integration of Artificial Intelligence (AI) in Indian rural politics presents a transformative opportunity to bridge the longstanding urban-rural divide. This paper 
explores the potential of AI to enhance governance, policy implementation, and citizen engagement in rural India. It examines how AI-driven tools and technologies 
can address unique challenges faced by rural communities, such as improving resource allocation, enhancing access to government services, and facilitating transparent 
decision-making processes. By leveraging AI for data-driven insights and predictive analytics, policymakers can better understand and respond to the needs of rural 
populations. Furthermore, the paper discusses the socio-economic implications of AI adoption in rural governance, including the potential for increased digital literacy, 
economic development, and political empowerment of marginalized groups. However, it also highlights the challenges of AI deployment in rural contexts, such as 
infrastructural limitations, digital divide, and ethical concerns. The findings underscore the importance of a balanced approach that combines technological innovation 
with inclusive policies to ensure equitable growth and sustainable development in rural India.

Distinguishing Artificial from Real: The Challenge of AI for Indian Politics
Dr. Parth, Assistant Professor, School of Undergraduate Studies, Ambedkar University, Delhi

With each passing day the technological evolution in the form of artificial intelligence and machine learning is becoming so much engrossing in an individual’s life that 
almost no aspect has been left untouched by its effects and impact. Similar scenario is being predicted for the politics in India where the influence of the AI would grow 
to such huge scale that there would come a point when the line to distinguish the real from artificial would cease to exist. As such, the elections for the selection of a 
government in any democratic nation (e.g. US, France, Germany, UK, India, Brazil, etc.) all across the world faces huge allegations for the use of Artificial Intelligence 
and tinkering with the election process. Given the high diversity of religion, language, culture and ideology in India, the nation becomes more prone to the trickery of 
AI. This paper would highlight the instances where the use of AI resulted in repercussions for India’s political environment. The paper would also attempt to outline the 
global policies which has been formulated and therefore could also be undertaken in India’s scenario. The paper would conclude by making parallels with the global 
political condition to that of Indian in the era of an ever-rising artificial intelligence. 

 Indian Politics and Artificial Intelligence
Dr Gunjan Sachdeva, Assistant Professor of Political Science, Integrated School of Law Dasna, Ghaziabad (U.P.)

Artificial Intelligence (AI) is rapidly transforming the political landscape, impacting everything from election strategies to governance and public engagement. In 
elections, AI-driven tools enable political campaigns to analyze voter data, craft personalized messages, and predict outcomes with unprecedented accuracy, making 
campaigns more targeted and effective. In governance, AI helps streamline decision-making processes, improve public services, and manages resources more efficiently, 
leading to smarter, more responsive government actions. However, the rise of AI in politics also brings challenges. The use of AI in political communication, particularly 
through social media, raises concerns about misinformation, manipulation, and the erosion of trust in democratic institutions. Additionally, the deployment of AI in 
international relations and defense has sparked ethical debates, particularly regarding privacy, surveillance, and the potential for AI-driven warfare. While AI offers 
significant opportunities to enhance political processes, it also presents risks that need careful management. Establishing clear ethical guidelines and regulations is 
crucial to ensuring that AI is used responsibly in politics, supporting democratic values and maintaining public trust. As AI continues to evolve, its influence on politics 
will only grow, making it essential to navigate this new terrain thoughtfully.

Al in Indian Politics: Opportunities, Challenges and Implications 
Ravina Tagor, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Chaudhary Charan Singh University, Meerut (Uttar Pradesh)

Artificial Intelligence (AI) in Indian Politics presents a unique set of opportunities, challenges, and implications. The integration of AI in the political landscape of India 
can revolutionize governance, decision-making processes, and public service delivery. One of the significant opportunities AI offers in Indian politics is the potential 
to enhance efficiency and transparency in government operations. AI can streamline administrative processes, optimize resource allocation, and improve public service 
delivery, leading to better governance outcomes. However, the adoption of AI in Indian politics also comes with challenges. One of the primary concerns is the ethical 
use of AI in decision-making processes. Ensuring that AI algorithms are unbiased, transparent, and accountable is crucial to prevent discrimination and promote 
fairness. Additionally, there are concerns about data privacy and security, especially regarding the collection and use of citizens’ data in political AI applications. The 
implications of AI in Indian politics are far-reaching. AI can empower political parties and policymakers with data-driven insights for more informed decision-making. 
It can also enable better engagement with citizens through personalized communication and targeted outreach. However, there is a need for robust regulations and 
ethical frameworks to govern the use of AI in politics to safeguard democratic principles, protect privacy rights, and prevent misuse of AI technologies for political gain. 
Balancing the opportunities and challenges of AI in Indian politics requires a thoughtful and inclusive approach to harness the potential benefits while mitigating risks.

AI in Indian Politics: Opportunities, Challenges and Implications.
Ashutosh Tiwari, Research Scholar, Department of Politic al Science, University of Lucknow, Lucknow (U.P.)

AI has great potential to enhance human capacities and to bring growth and development. AI has great impact over Indian politics, in particular, on electoral politics 
and voter’s orientation. In India 71 % of adults are using the internet. The primary goal of any political party is to attract them According to TECHARC there are more 
than 650 million smartphone users in India and with the rise of low-cost high-speed internet and the advanced analytics used by political parties, disinformation is being 
spread via deepfakes. This serves as a reservoir of fake news and disinformation which causes unrest and violence in communities and grave threat to voters. There 
are examples of AI applications in which political parties are using social media to target potential voters. In Telangana elections, A major political leader’s video was 
distributed, resulting in Altercation. In February 2020, BJP leader Manoj Tiwari was seen speaking English and Haryanavi while attacking AAP. It was done using Videos 
Dialogue Replacement tool of AI. In Tamil Nadu opposition party circulated AI-based dubbed video clip of Dr. P Thaiga Rajan praising the opposition party. Despite 
these, there are also some positive uses of AI such as AI language model “BHASINI”. A real time language translator inaugurated at Kashi Tamil Sangaman event in 
Varanasi on 17 December 2023. Geoffrey Hinton, godfather of AI, has warned us over the devastating effects of AI in future. So, it is highly required to regulate the use 
of AI. India has made national AI strategy in 2018 and INDIAai a web portal in 2022.

Regulating Artificial Intelligence in India: Balancing Innovation with Ethical Safeguards
Dr. Alok Kumar Gaurav, Research Scholar, Department of Public Administration, Central University of Karnataka, Kalaburagi (Karnataka)

Dr. Utkarsh Mishra, Research Scholar, Department of Public Administration, Central University of Karnataka, Kalaburagi (Karnataka)

Mr. Saurabh Yadav, Research Scholar, Department of Public Administration, Central University of Karnataka, Kalaburagi (Karnataka)

Artificial Intelligence (AI) in India is rapidly transforming various sectors, from healthcare and finance to education and governance. However, this rapid adoption brings 
challenges, particularly concerning ethics, privacy, security, and bias. Currently, India lacks a comprehensive regulatory framework for AI, leading to concerns about 
unchecked AI development and deployment. Existing regulations, such as the Information Technology Act, 2000, and the Personal Data Protection Bill, 2019, Digital 
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Personal Data Protection Act in 2023 provide a foundation but are insufficient to address the unique challenges posed by AI. The absence of dedicated AI regulation 
risks exacerbating issues like data misuse, algorithmic bias, and the potential for AI-driven surveillance, which could infringe on citizens’ rights. To ensure that AI 
development in India aligns with ethical standards and serves the public interest, there is a pressing need for a robust regulatory framework. This framework should 
include guidelines for AI ethics, accountability, transparency, and fairness, ensuring that AI technologies are developed and used responsibly. Additionally, regulations 
should promote innovation while safeguarding against the misuse of AI, balancing technological advancement with the protection of individual rights and societal 
values. The future of AI in India depends on proactive regulation that can navigate the complexities of this powerful technology while fostering a safe and inclusive AI 
ecosystem.

Deep Fake as a Challenge to Indian Politics
Dr. Bhaswati Sarmah, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Girijananda Chowdhury University, Guwahati (Assam)

Artificial Intelligence or AI has become an increasingly popular trend in today’s world. It is a technology designed to make decisions using real-time data. AI can 
potentially transform the world in several ways, as it can make split-second decisions which would otherwise require human competence. However, on the downside, 
AI-generated models may potentially pose a threat to the society, in general, and governance, in particular. Deepfake, a type of technology, uses AI to make realistic but 
fabricated images, videos and audio which can be used to spread misinformation and to mislead people. Deepfake can have effects on Indian politics as well, especially 
at the time of elections. Deepfake models have the potential to influence the democratic process and aid in the dissemination of false information during elections. This 
paper will try to emphasise on the issues and concerns arising due to the use of deepfake in Indian politics as well as its challenges, specifically during the election 
process.

The AI Race and India’s Strategic Position: Implications for Governance and Global Politics
Krishna Yadav, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, University of Delhi, Delhi

The global race for supremacy in artificial intelligence (AI) has become a defining feature of contemporary geopolitics and geo-economics, with the USA and China 
at the forefront. This paper examines India’s strategic position within this AI race, analysing the opportunities and challenges for its governance and global political 
influence as the nation strives toward the vision of “Viksit Bharat @ 2047.” As AI continues to shape international power dynamics, India finds itself at a critical juncture, 
where its technological capabilities and policy frameworks will determine its role in the evolving global order. This paper analyses India’s AI strategies, assessing the 
country’s technological advancements, policy initiatives, and collaborative efforts on the global stage. It further explores the challenges and opportunities that India 
faces in balancing national interests with ethical considerations, particularly in the context of governance, security, and economic development. By analysing India’s 
approach to AI through the lens of international relations and domestic governance, this study provides insights into how India can leverage AI to strengthen its strategic 
position and contribute to a more equitable and inclusive global order. The findings suggest that India’s success in this AI race will be instrumental in realizing the vision 
of “Viksit Bharat @ 2047,” depending on its ability to foster innovation, build robust governance frameworks, and navigate the complex geopolitical and geo-economic 
landscape shaped by AI-driven power dynamics.

 Opportunities and Challenges of Artificial Intelligence in Indian Politics
Dr. Richa Singh, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, GLA College, Palamu (Jharkhand)

In fact, the technological progress of the new era, which is being called Industrial Revolution 4.0, is creating a situation of unlimited possibilities and apprehensions for 
us. This fourth rate of industrial revolution is creating contradictory situations in front of our democracy. In some cases it is affecting our lives positively, at the same 
time its encroachment is also being seen on many aspects of the lives of citizens, which is becoming a danger bell for human civilization. Artificial intelligence refers to 
the ability of machines or technology to learn, think and understand, solve problems and take decisions just like humans. Mahatma Gandhi, one of the makers of modern 
India, remained sceptical about the role of modern technology in human life throughout his life and he suggested people to assimilate the industrial revolution in a limited 
form, which was spreading in the western world and was gradually taking root in India as well. During his lifetime, he had warned against the negative use of machines 
which could make Indians their slaves. We cannot disagree with his statement. Today, the technology of artificial intelligence is affecting every aspect of the lives of 
the citizens of India. The biggest danger from this is the loss of jobs. Every day we read news that robots developed by AI are replacing humans, their use has started in 
companies for smart work. According to a report, artificial intelligence can take away the jobs of about 300 million people. This is going to become a very challenging 
issue in the future. In a country like India with a huge population, where crores of hands need work, it is necessary to curb the use of such technology, otherwise it will 
create an army of unemployed people, which will be challenging for the democratic system.

From Algorithms to Access: Navigating Governance and Digital Equity in the AI Era
Sidharth M J, Scholar, Department of Political Science, University College, Thiruvananthapuram (Kerala)

Dr. Biveesh. U. C, Director General (On Deputation), Institute of Parliamentary Affairs, Thiruvananthapuram (Kerala)

This research paper examines the complex relationship between the digital divide and governance in the age of artificial intelligence (AI). As AI technologies advance 
rapidly, they transform governance structures and decision-making processes, offering new opportunities for efficiency and innovation. However, the digital divide—the 
gap between those with and without access to digital technologies—presents significant challenges. This divide threatens to worsen existing inequalities by creating 
a two-tiered system where only a select few can fully participate in and benefit from AI-driven governance. The paper critically analyses how this divide affects 
marginalised communities, limiting their access to essential services and excluding them from policymaking. It also explores AI’s dual role in narrowing and widening 
this gap, depending on its implementation. The research emphasises the need for inclusive digital policies and fair governance frameworks to ensure equitable distribution 
of benefits. The paper concludes by suggesting strategies to mitigate the digital divide and promote more inclusive governance in the AI era.

AI in Indian Politics: Opportunities, Challenges and Implications
Tipusultan Alarsaheb Inamdar, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, JSPM University, Wagholi, Pune (Maharashtra)

This research paper sheds light on impact of technology particularly Artificial Intelligence and machine learning on Indian politics. The paper covers various aspects 
including opportunities, challenges and implications. The research aims to analyse integration of AI into political strategies, administration and overall Governance. 
It offers new opportunities to increase efficiency, voter turnout and decision-making process. The scope of AI covers numerous areas where it deals with politics, 
campaigning, governance, public service delivery etc. The paper analyses benefit and ethical barriers pertaining to AI and its usage in politics. AI provides opportunities 
to possess potential policy-making power, predictive analytics, ability to revolutionize political campaigns by targeting voter base and reducing corruption. However, the 
research paper also sheds light on essential challenges which includes algorithmic bias, privacy concerns, and the importance of regulatory body to check ethical usage 
of AI. The research paper also discusses implications of AI on Indian politics. It shall emphasize on balanced and informed policies that can boost AI for advancement 
while safeguarding democratic values. At the end, it provides recommendations for future research.

AI in Indian Politics: Issues and Challenges
Prof. Jyotiraj Pathak, Department of Political Science, Bodoland University, Kokrajhar (Assam)

Of late, around the world, one can witness an extensive use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) in a political system. India is not exception to it; our government and political 
parties use it on various dimensions. The government machinery can employ AI in policy making, decision making and in governance in large scale. At the same time, 
the political parties can use AI in public engagement, campaign process, for voter outreach programme and for gaining popularity and votes. In other words, today AI is 
an inseparable aspect of any political system or day to day politics. However, the misuse of AI by both government machinery and political parties is a matter of concern. 
Misuse of AI in the form of breach of privacy, biasness in data interpretation, lack of transparency and accountability, digital divide, unethical use, misinformation and 
unjustified restriction and so on are some of the recent challenges faced by a number of political systems around the world. Lack of proper regulatory mechanism/law, 
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digital illiteracy of a large section of people, lack of awareness and training are some of the issues which need immediate attention. The paper is an attempt to highlight 
the present issues and challenges faced by the Indian political scenario in the context of growing (mis) use of AI, which if not addressed on time will lead to violation of 
human rights of the common people and will have a negative impact over the democratic aspects of the political system as well. 

Artificial Intelligence in Indian Politics: Handling Prospects, Difficulties, and Consequences for Privacy and Surveillance.
Omprakash Kumar, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Central University of Himachal Pradesh, Dharamshala (Himachal Pradesh)

The adoption of Artificial Intelligence (AI) in Indian politics presents a complex trade-off between opportunities and challenges, particularly regarding surveillance and 
privacy. This paper delves into the intersection of AI-driven political strategies and their ethical implications on data privacy and surveillance in India. While AI offers 
powerful tools for political analysis, voter behavior prediction, and enhanced governance, it also increases the risk of mass surveillance, threatening citizens’ privacy 
rights. The absence of robust legal frameworks governing AI use in politics heightens the risk of misuse, including electoral manipulation and erosion of public trust. 
This paper critically examines these challenges, arguing that unregulated AI use in politics could lead to significant ethical concerns and democratic regression. Through 
a comprehensive analysis of policies, technological advancements, and case studies, this paper emphasizes the need for balanced regulations that harness AI’s benefits 
while protecting individual privacy. The findings stress the importance of transparency, accountability, and ethical AI deployment to ensure that AI enhances democracy 
rather than controlling it.

AI in Indian Politics: Opportunities, Challenges and Implications
 Lupsy Mohanty Roy, Assistant Professor & Head, Department of Political Science, Sammilani Mahavidyalaya, Kolkata (West Bengal)

 Indian politics is quite dynamic and is faced with challenges which have varied implications. There was a narrative that the Western World is getting captured under 
the grip of Artificial Intelligence (AI). Gradually we can see the impact of AI in multiple sectors namely health, education, hospitality, market, aviation, automobile, 
production, manufacturing so on and so forth. We get to see technological supremacy by Superpowers, the race they are not left behind with their potentiality for AI. The 
Government sector in India have realized that incorporation of AI is not their cup of tea as there are lots of challenges being faced at global level. Though, an uphill task 
but it is not impossible. AI opens up the gate to multifarious challenges at the same time helps to explore the unexplored which is beneficial for government in particular 
and society at large. The private sector has already taken the giant leap and it’s quite alluring for the public sector to enter the new arena. The Government is looking 
towards it as a high priority area of concern. The policy makers and authorities are quite ambitious about its implications and benefits.

AI in Indian Politics: Opportunities, Challenges and Implications
Dr. Hemlata Ankodia, Professor, Political Science, Government Girls College, Chomu, Jaipur (Rajasthan)

The integration of AI in Indian politics presents both significant opportunities and formidable challenges. While AI has the potential to transform political processes, 
governance, and voter engagement, it also raises critical ethical, privacy, and regulatory concerns. Navigating these challenges will require a balanced approach, 
emphasizing transparency, fairness, and inclusivity to ensure that the benefits of AI are realized without compromising the integrity of the democratic process. Let us 
highlight the Opportunities, Challenges and Implications in this abstract. Opportunities- Enhanced Voter Engagement through AI support for: Targeted Campaigns, 
Chatbots and Virtual Assistants, Data-Driven Decision Making, Public Service Delivery, Election Integrity, Predictive Analysis Challenges, Ethical and Privacy 
Concerns, Digital Divide, Manipulation and Misinformation, Regulatory Challenges: Implications-Democratic Processes, Political Campaigns, Governance and Policy 
Making, Social Impact. 

Artificial Intelligence and Governance in India: Ethical Challenges and Dilemma
Ms. Aleena T Sabu, Research Assistant, Centre for Public Policy Research, Kochi (Kerala)

The world is constantly changing with digital technologies, AI-driven policymaking and mechanisms have captured people’s attention as well as the government’s. 
The Indian government has adopted various Artificial Intelligence mechanisms in Indian politics for smoother governance. They are used for social media analysis, 
voter analysis, and prediction of voting results. AI use has continued to dramatically change the governance system, but this comes with various ethical concerns such 
as algorithmic bias in data collection, privacy violation, misuse of the data etc. This paper aims to understand the ethical challenges associated with the use of AI in 
governance in India. This paper will use both primary and secondary sources. Primary sources include government data and records, while secondary sources include 
research articles and briefs. The findings conclude that the use of AI in governance has to follow proper guidelines in order to be effective and not fall into any bias. 
The government has to ensure that people’s privacy is not compromised, and no data manipulation can be done. Only then will the use of AI be ethical and helpful for 
democratic India.

The Role of Artificial Intelligence in Enhancing Cyber Security
Dr. B. Someshwar, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Palamuru University, Mahabubnagar (Telangana)

The integration of Artificial Intelligence (AI) in cyber security represents a transformative approach to combatting the growing complexity and sophistication of cyber 
threats. This paper aims to explore the role of AI in enhancing cyber security measures and mitigating risks associated with digital infrastructures. Specifically, the 
objective is to examine how machine learning algorithms and AI-driven tools automate threat detection, reduce response times, and predict vulnerabilities, offering 
a proactive defence mechanism. By analyzing vast datasets, AI systems can identify patterns and anomalies indicative of phishing, malware, and zero-day attacks. 
This study also investigates the potential challenges associated with AI in cyber security, such as the risks of adversarial attacks and the ethical implications of data 
usage. Through a comprehensive review of current AI technologies and case studies, this paper highlights the advancements and limitations of AI in fortifying cyber 
security frameworks. The findings underscore the importance of integrating AI to ensure robust and resilient cyber security practices. This paper concludes by providing 
recommendations for leveraging AI to enhance security and protect against evolving cyber threats.

Transforming Indian Politics: Artificial Intelligence (AI) Innovations in Voter Mobilization
Dr. Manaswi Semwal, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Graphic Era Deemed to be University, Dehradun (Uttarakhand)

The advent of Artificial Intelligence (AI) is revolutionizing voter mobilization in Indian politics, ushering in a new era of data-driven campaigning and personalized 
voter engagement. AI technologies such as machine learning, data analytics, and natural language processing enable political campaigns to meticulously analyse voter 
data, segment demographics, and craft personalized messages that resonate with specific voter groups. This precision in targeting significantly boosts voter engagement 
and turnout, reshaping the electoral landscape. The AI-driven predictive models are revolutionizing resource allocation by forecasting voter behaviour, thus enabling 
campaigns to concentrate efforts on pivotal swing constituencies. Furthermore, AI provides real-time interaction, addressing voter queries and fostering a more informed 
electorate. These innovations ensure that political campaigns are more dynamic, responsive, and data-driven. Despite these advancements, the deployment of AI in voter 
mobilization introduces critical, ethical, and social challenges. These issues necessitate comprehensive regulatory frameworks to ensure transparency and accountability. 
The paper critically assesses AI’s transformative potential in voter mobilization within the context of Indian politics. It aims to analyse the effectiveness of AI-driven 
strategies while addressing the ethical and social implications, ultimately proposing a balanced approach that leverages AI’s capabilities while safeguarding democratic 
values and inclusivity. In conclusion, these technological advancements and their practical applications in recent elections, assess the ethical implications and propose 
frameworks for ensuring transparency, accountability, and inclusivity in AI-driven political strategies. By addressing both the opportunities and challenges, the paper 
aims to provide a balanced understanding of AI’s role in transforming Indian politics.
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AI and Indian Democracy: Opportunities and Risks
Dr. Subahsh Patil, Head, Department of Political Science, RPD College of Arts and Commerce (Autonomous) Belagavi (Karnataka) 

This paper analyses the capacity of Artificial Intelligence (AI) to transform Indian democracy, while also analysing the obstacles that come with it. Artificial intelligence 
(AI) provides chances to increase voter participation, make policy decisions based on data, streamline government processes, and boost transparency. Through the 
analysis of extensive information, artificial intelligence (AI) has the capability to discern patterns, forecast election results, and optimize campaign strategies with 
precision. Moreover, chatbots driven by artificial intelligence have the ability to enhance citizen engagement with government services. Nevertheless, there are other 
obstacles to overcome in the adoption of AI, such as issues related to safeguarding data privacy, the presence of algorithmic bias, the existence of a digital divide, and the 
risk of misuse in disinformation operations. This article advocates for a well-rounded strategy that prioritizes the ethical development of artificial intelligence, safeguards 
data, and promotes digital literacy with minimum risks.

Horizons of Artificial Intelligence Governance In India – A Study
Ms. K. Sangakavi, Research Scholar, School of Politics and Public Administration, Chennai (Tamil Nadu) 

Dr. R. Arumugam, Research Supervisor & Assistant Professor, School of Politics and Public Administration, Tamil Nadu Open University, Chennai (Tamil Nadu)

Artificial intelligence is the stimulation of human intelligence and a problem solving capabilities. AI is revolutionizing government and public sector operations, 
enhancing efficiency and citizen services. Governments worldwide are integrating AI to streamline administrative processes, improve decision-making with data driven 
insights, create agile and citizen centric services. India’s National Strategy for artificial intelligence report by NITI Aayog has formulated the way forward to harness 
the power of AI in various fields. Several countries have already formulated their policy for AI. In the view of the above, India to formulate a structured policy is 
much significant. The papers suggest the overview of the area and the way forward for India on this basis. Though the private sector has been doing quite well in 
the development of the AI applications, public sector is trying to keep it on track with a support of technology. To provide proper governance, as in other countries, 
Government has to support R&D in the long-term research. The objective of the paper is to study the role of artificial intelligence in the healthcare education, agriculture, 
smart cities and infrastructure, including smart mobility in global and national scenario. The study of AI governance gives the outcome to address challenges for service 
delivery with efficacy and also pays way for transformative impact in government for improved efficiency and citizen satisfaction.

Artifical Intelligence And Social Media: Evaluating The Role of (Ai) In Shaping Election Outcomes In India
Ms. Neha Kumari, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, University of Lucknow, Lucknow (Uttar Pradesh)

The convergence of Artificial Intelligence (AI) and social media has redefined the dynamics of political campaigns and election outcomes, particularly in a diverse and 
populous democracy like India. This paper explores the multifaceted role AI plays in shaping election results by analyzing its integration with social media platforms. 
AI-powered tools, such as predictive analytics, sentiment analysis, and micro-targeting, have enabled political parties to fine-tune their strategies and engage voters more 
effectively. However, this technological advancement has also introduced new challenges, such as the spread of misinformation, manipulation of public opinion, and 
the potential for deepfakes to disrupt electoral integrity. Drawing on case studies from recent Indian elections, this study critically evaluates the influence of AI on voter 
behavior and the overall electoral process. It also discusses the ethical implications and the need for stronger regulatory frameworks to ensure that AI’s use in political 
contexts does not compromise the democratic values of transparency and fairness. By examining both the benefits and risks of AI’s role in elections, this paper aims to 
provide insights into how India can balance technological innovation with the preservation of democratic integrity in the digital age.

Ethical AI in Indian Governance: Balancing Innovation and Privacy
Ms. Nidhi Prakash, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science & Public Administration, Banasthali Vidyapith, Jaipur (Rajasthan)

Artificial intelligence (AI) is a technology that enables computers and machines to mimic human intelligence and problem-solving abilities. It can function independently 
or integrate with other technologies, such as sensors, geolocation, and robotics, to perform tasks typically requiring human intelligence or intervention. Common 
examples of AI in everyday life include digital assistants, GPS navigation, self-driving cars, and generative AI tools like OpenAI’s ChatGPT. This research paper delves 
into the ethical considerations of incorporating AI into Indian politics, using secondary resources. It will examine the potential benefits of AI-driven innovations in 
governance and electoral processes while addressing privacy concerns, algorithmic biases, and accountability issues. The study aims to propose a balanced approach to 
leveraging AI in politics, ensuring that technological advancements uphold ethical standards and protect individual privacy.

Artificial Intelligence and Sustainability of Governance- A Step towards Data-Driven Decision Making
Unmana Dhar, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Vidyasagar University, Midnapore (West Bengal)

India recently bagged the first position in terms of population, surpassing China, further strengthening its Demographic Dividend. Hence, a large database must be 
maintained to initiate Data-driven Decision-making for increasing the efficiency and cost-effectiveness of bureaucratic hierarchy, along with predictive analysis towards 
the sustainability of governance. Against this backdrop, the paper evaluates the Indian government’s goals for the use and advancement of artificial intelligence (AI) 
technologies. It will delve into the government’s plans, programs, and major AI-related areas of concentration. The paper elucidates the potentials and difficulties that 
come with achieving these goals, such as the influence on different economic sectors, workforce development issues, infrastructure needs, and ethical concerns. The 
objective of the paper is to offer important insights into India’s AI landscape through a detailed review of government reports and policy documents on the ten main thrust 
areas like Manufacturing, FinTech, Healthcare, Agriculture/Food Processing, Education, and Retail/Customer engagement, Aid for Differently Abled / Accessibility 
Technology, Environment, National Security and Public Utility Services, reviewing its entire journey, starting from the Model Building and Designing stage to attaining 
the Chairmanship of GPAI as the means for preparedness for a future possibility of AI war. The recently designed AI Tools as the Digital India Bhashini portal are a 
baby step towards this grand endeavor.

PANEL - 17
POLITICS OF DEVELOPMENT IN INDIA

Populism in Indian Democracy: Seeing through the Prism of Populist Welfare Schemes
Miss Sweta Sharma, Research Scholar, Department of Political Studies, Central University of South Bihar, Gaya (Bihar)

Populism has become a buzzword in contemporary politics. Yet it remains ambiguous and a contested term. Scholars like Cass Mudde, define it as a thin-centered 
ideology that divide society in two antagonistic groups i.e. corrupt Elite and Pure common people (Mudde & Kaltwasser, 2013). Wayland views populism as a political 
strategy through which a leader governs power through direct, unmediated and un-institutionalized support from large number of their unorganized followers (Wayland 
2001). In India, Populism often refers to distribution of subsidies and benefits. i.e., freebies and unachievable promises of leaders to attract voters. This paper will 
examine through the case study of populist strategies marked by a popular leader’s direct appeal to a targeted segment of the electorate. By analyzing recent political 
trends and policy decisions, this paper assesses their impact on democratic institutions, social equity and economic growth. The study relies on secondary sources like 
political parties’ manifestos, government websites and newspapers and scholarly works. Ultimately, it explores the influence of populism on Indian democracy with a 
focus on its implications on the vision of Vikshit Bharat@ 2047.

 Kisan Credit Card Scheme in Goa: A Catalyst for Agricultural Growth
Ms. Vrushali Tejas Joshi, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Government College of Arts, Science and Commerce, Quepem (Goa)
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This paper investigates the intersection of public policy and innovation in the context of Indian governance, framed by the principles of critical pedagogy. It specifically 
examines the inclusion of small farmers from Goa, arguing that their engagement can address structural inequalities and promote democratic socio-economic development. 
By focusing on their experiences in small-scale agriculture, the study reveals the potential for transformative change within governance systems, emphasizing equity 
and empowerment in a developing nation. A key aspect of this research is the exploration of public policy innovation, particularly the role of the Kisan Credit Card 
Scheme as a financial tool for farmers. This policy not only acknowledges the financial needs of small farmers but also endeavours to uplift them by ensuring their active 
participation in the economic system. By integrating the Kissan credit card Scheme into public policy, the framework enhances inclusivity, empowers marginalized 
farmers, and underscores fundamental values such as equity, respect, and solidarity, ultimately contributing to an improved socio-economic status for these communities. 
Grounded in an extensive survey of rural and small farmers in Goa, this study synthesizes various theoretical perspectives to offer a comprehensive framework for 
understanding the innovative aspects of public policy within democratic governance. The findings suggest that incorporating innovation into administrative practices not 
only enhances democratic inclusiveness but also increases the overall effectiveness of governance in addressing the needs of marginalized populations.

Development and Political Mobilization: A Study of Regional Disparities in Karnataka 
Prof. Kamalaxi G. Tadasad, Professor and Chairman, Department of Political Science, Rani Channamma University, Belagavi (Karnataka)

Sampat Shanappa Lamani, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Rani Channamma University, Belagavi (Karnataka)

This Research Paper focuses on the relation between political mobilization and development in the regional disparities of Karnataka state. Despite being one of the 
most developed states in India but not all areas in Karnataka are equally benefiting from progress. This paper aims to analyze the various levels of socio-economic 
development, the factors leading to experiencing regional discrimination and the role of political mobilization in overcoming discrimination, mainly in North Karnataka. 
By using a mixed-methods approach, combining quantitative analysis of socio-economic indicators, the study identifies key patterns reflecting regional disparities. 
Results show that regions with low development indices must exhibit a strong political will. This article argues that policies should be developed that support the 
development of different regions—including North Karnataka—rather than focusing just on the capital-centric growth of Karnataka. Feeling marginalized among the 
people of North Karnataka, where the voice of a separate state is often heard, this research contributes to understanding the complex interplay between development and 
political will, providing insights into addressing regional disparities through more equitable governance and policy interventions.

Broadening the Lens on Decarbonising the Coal Dependent Industries of India
Harshita Sawarn, Research Scholar, Energy Studies Programme, School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi

Atul Kumar, Professor, Energy Studies Programme, School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi

The decarbonisation pathways of coal dependent industries often pose a critical challenge in the global effort to mitigate climate change. These industries are responsible 
for significant carbon emissions due to their reliance on coal as a main source of energy. While techno economic models are expected to play a major role in decarbonisation 
pathway, it still necessitates a shift from traditional techno economic focused approaches to those that embrace diverse fields and coevolutionary perspectives. This 
shift needs to involve and form broader, inclusive and interdisciplinary research. In this paper, we review literatures to reflect insights on challenges and opportunities 
beyond technology to tailor decarbonisation pathways specifically for steel and cement industries of India. The case is made that the current decarbonisation pathways for 
these industries in India have not yet received the informed analysis from social sciences it deserves and aims to widen the lens of decarbonisation for these industries. 
This can provide policymakers and industry leaders with deeper understanding of the impacts of decarbonisation, enabling them to craft more inclusive and informed 
decarbonisation pathways.

Development Discourse in India
Professor Awadhesh Kumar Singh, Depatmanet of Politcal Science, BRA Bihar University, Muzaffarpur (Bihar)

Development refers to qualitative and quantitative changes through a successive transformation that directly or indirectly improves the livelihood of people. However, 
the meaning of development has been changed over a period of time in terms of its approaches and paradigms. In this paper it is argued that development is contested 
discourse with many contradicting claims and counter claims. Thus, development discourse refers to the academic and governmental discussions and practices surrounding 
the concept of development particularly in the context of efforts to address economic growth, social improvement and governance in the developing countries. The World 
Bank and other development institutions have introduced the concept of energy poverty to development discourse. The sustainable development discourse puts forth the 
attainment of the objectives of economic growth in addition to the “sustenance” of the environment. Empowerment entered the mainstream of development discourse 
with the publication of John Friedmann’s book entitled “Empowerment: The politics of alternative development” in 1992. Development discourse in India are linked 
with the global level discourse and in this paper an attempt is made to understand the broader sequence of perspectives like modernist discourse followed by neoliberal 
turn and environmental concerns.

 City’s Sustainability and the Smart City Mission of India: A Study in Guwahati City of India
Bitupan Doley, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Gauhati University, Guwahati (Assam)

Dr. Jayanta Krishna Sarmah, Professor and Head, Department of Political Science, Gauhati University, Guwahati (Assam)

According to United Nations, much of rapid urbanization has been taking place in Asian and African regions. Guwahati (M) city of North East India is not exception 
to it. Urbanization in Guwahati has brought out various challenges like urban sprawl, pollution and environmental degradation etc. which posed a serious threat to the 
sustainability of city. Nevertheless, city is not well prepared for the rapid growth of urbanization. The basic human rights and public services such as housing, water 
supply, health care, and land shortages are being questioned and challenged. Achieving sustainability of city has become a facilitator for achieving global sustainable 
development goals (SDGs). The smart city mission of India is one of the flagship missions of Government of India and Guwahati is chosen as one of the first 20 smart 
cities in the country to transform Guwahati into more liveable, sustainable and inclusive. But Guwahati is categorised as ‘worst performing’ in the implementation of 
smart city mission till December 2023. In this context, this study aims to assess the possibility and challenges of smart city mission in achieving the SDG particularly 
SDG 11. 

Vulnerabilities of Scheduled Caste Population in Bihar: An Application of Human Security Approach for the Developed Bharat 
Niraj Kumar, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Babasaheb Bhimrao Ambedkar Bihar University, Muzaffarpur (Bihar)

Dr. Rajani Kant Pandey, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Ram Dayalu Singh College, Muzaffarpur (Bihar)

Bihar was the land of prosperity and development with some centres of ideal republics. In a post independent Bihar was well balanced in resource variation, but after 
the division of Jharkhand in 2000 now Bihar has limited opportunity in the form of resources. It is responsible for migration and unskilled labour capital. In 2011 census 
15.91 % of total population belongs to Scheduled castes in Bihar. This significant portion didn’t get the due they deserve, and there are so many factors are responsible for 
that. The factors may be economic, social, political, cultural or so on. There are so many evidences are for finding discrimination and exclusion leads the community to 
vulnerable their life and create fear, want and indignity. Human security shifted the reference object of security from state to individual. Human security never denied the 
role of state and agency or institution. This study is based on broader conception of Human Security. The broad formulation has been proposed by a number of authors, 
including UN documents on human security since 1994, the 1994 UNDP Human Development Report (HDR), the European Council and the Barcelona Group, the 
Commission on Human Security, Government of Japan, as well as academics such as Beebe and Kaldor (2008), Chen and Narasimhan (2003), King and Murray (2001), 
Tadjbakhsh and Chenoy (2007), Thomas (2000) and several others. While some take a more reductionist approach to focus on threats from disease and natural disasters 
(King and Murray 2001), others take a broader approach to include all threats and vulnerabilities to human freedom and dignity including threats of hunger, disease, 
natural disasters, economic downturns, political repression. In UN documents and debates, human security is often characterized as incorporating the two pillars of the 
UN charter which are the foundations of human rights instruments: “freedom from want” and “freedom from fear” (Ogata 1998, Thakur 1997, Frechette 1999, Annan 
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2000) The present paper will examine ‘caste as capital’ (Gupta, Chalam). How caste identity creates vulnerability. To analyse the vulnerability based on caste identity I 
will investigate the concept of social exclusion (Lenior) and inequality trap (Tilly). In this paper poverty will be used in non-materialistic way. 

Politics of Welfare: Labharthis in the Contemporary Electoral Democracy in India
Dr. Jaya Ojha, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, University of Delhi, Delhi

In contemporary electoral democracies, welfare politics, especially in India, have become a central theme. Welfare programs are not only addressing developmental 
issues but also used for political mobilization. India’s diverse socio-economic landscape has led to an increasing dependence on welfare policies to secure electoral 
gains, affecting the democratic fabric. Political parties from all parts of the political spectrum have designed welfare measures to target specific demographics, such as 
the rural, poor, women, and marginalized sections of the society. Since the 1990s, welfare politics in India have transformed due to economic liberalization and coalition 
politics. The rise of regional parties and identity-based politics has increased competition among political parties to appeal to specific voter groups through targeted 
welfare programs. Voter preferences have been influenced by the promise of material benefits in a variety of instances, whether it be direct benefit transfers (DBT’s) or 
food security programs. This paper delves into the intricate relationship between welfare schemes and their Labharthis (beneficiaries) within India’s electoral landscape, 
exploring how these schemes and programs influence voting behaviour and redefine political allegiances. Additionally, this paper examines how political actors make 
use of welfare program execution and implementation to increase their support base, often in tandem with election phases. And, whether welfare schemes and programs 
can lead to lasting social changes or are only useful as temporary political instruments.

Reimagining Kerala: Economic Resilience and Growth in a Post-COVID Era
Jyothi V, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, University College, Thiruvananthapuram, (Kerala)

The COVID-19 pandemic has posed unprecedented challenges to economies worldwide, and Kerala has not been exempted. Known for its unique socio-economic 
model, Kerala faced the daunting task of navigating the dual crises of public health and economic disruption. This article delves into Kerala’s journey toward economic 
resilience amidst the pandemic, exploring the strategies employed, the challenges encountered, and the lessons learned. Kerala’s response to the COVID-19 crisis 
was characterized by a combination of proactive governance, robust healthcare infrastructure, and a strong emphasis on social welfare. The state government swiftly 
implemented containment measures, ramped up testing and healthcare facilities, and rolled out extensive social protection programs to mitigate the socio-economic 
impacts of the pandemic. Additionally, Kerala leveraged its decentralized governance system and community-based approach to effectively manage the crisis at the 
grassroots level. Despite these efforts, Kerala faced significant economic disruptions, particularly in key sectors such as tourism, hospitality, and migrant labour-
dependent industries. However, the state government’s focus on innovation and adaptation enabled it to identify opportunities for economic recovery and resilience-
building. Initiatives such as the promotion of digital infrastructure, investment in healthcare and education, and support for local entrepreneurship emerged as pillars of 
Kerala’s path to economic resilience.

 Politics of Development in India: A Case Study of Chhattisgarh 
Dr. Nirmala Kumari, Associate Professor & HOD, Dept. of Political Science, Magadh University, Bodh Gaya (Bihar)

Dr. Md Shamshad Ansari, Assistant Professor, Dept. of Political Science, Magadh University, Bodh Gaya (Bihar)

India at the time of independence from British rule was one of the poorest countries in the world. Even after more than seventy years since India began on her independent 
development process, she still remains among the largest contributors to the world’s poor. Poverty manifests itself in terms of India’s death rate, unemployment, disease, 
illiteracy, inequality of income, population, and still further in social consequences like communalism and communal violence, violence against women, child abuse, 
various forms of crime, juvenile delinquency, terrorism and other social evils “India lives in its villages” had long been the constant refrain of the country’s politicians. 
In 2003, 60 percent of the country’s population was still rural. Yet, India’s leaders never linked agrarian reforms to broader development goals or adequately addressed 
the linkages between distributive aims, rural well-being, and agrarian productivity. This research paper argues that the 21st century will open with one of the most 
fundamental conditions of human development. Various aspects and challenges will emerge in the Global world. Chhattisgarh is a newly emerged state of India. The 
state is rich in natural resources but is marked with severe poverty and backwardness. In its efforts to attract the industries the Chhattisgarh government has declared 
numerous incentives for industries. The word development has lost their meaning in this context. 

Politics of Development in India: From Deprivation to Recognition of the Rights of Forest Fringe Dwellers
Dr. Saiki Talukdar, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Kamrup College, Chamata (Assam)

The Constitution of India declares equality, liberty and fraternity to all its citizens through the preamble. It incorporates six fundamental rights for all its citizens. Article 
19 gives six types of freedoms to its citizens, which include the right to free expression, the right to choose any livelihood, right to live in any part of the country, right to 
free movement, etc. Democratic politics of the country assure these rights to its citizens. Since the beginning of independence, the politics of the country have taken on 
a discriminating nature and left behind a significant portion of the population that comes from different strata of society along the developmental trajectory. Forest fringe 
dwellers are one such important group that has been suffering from the early part of the 20th century, which means from the day of colonisation to independence. Indeed, 
the most expected freedom did not bring them any fortune. The deprivation started by the colonial ruler started continuing in the free India that adopted democracy for 
bringing social, economic and political equality among the masses. The process of deprivation of the fringe dwellers continued till 1980s before the adoption of joint 
forest management and even after that before the adoption of the Forest Rights Act, 2006. Complete recognition is yet to happen as the measures adopted by governments 
are not implemented properly. The Present paper is an attempt to analyse the nature of politics of development in India in light of the condition of the fringe dwellers and 
the level of development they have experienced in basic aspects like right to livelihood and the right to life.

Exploration of ‘Assamese’ Identity and Rolling-out of NRC in Assam under the BJP Government.
Sandhanee Deka, Research Scholar, Dept. of Political Science, University of Delhi, Delhi 

 In the past few years, identities have been raised upon caste, religion, language and ethnic conflicts, which have significantly contributed in making ‘Identity politics’ 
a prominent subject in Indian Politics. Emphasis on identity is seem to be a pattern of belonging, a search for comfort, an approach to community. Assam has rightly 
been called as the melting pot of diverse cultural streams and the liberal outlook of Assamese people enable them to take within their fold people of varying culture and 
linguistic hues. The origin of Assamese community took a proper shape during the reign of Ahom kingdom, and also the conflict between Ahom and Mughal bonded the 
feeling of Assamese oneness and accommodativeness towards different ethnic groups. In the post-independence era, the illegal immigration from Bangladesh disrupted 
the demographic composition of Assamese people, which further raised the quest for ‘Assamese’ identity. The historical Assam agitation or Assam movement was based 
on the the Assamese national question arises the struggle for linguistic identity and seeking for a homogeneous homeland. The National Register Citizen (NRC) in Assam 
was introduced in 1951, to identify the illegal immigrants from Bangladesh. The 1951 NRC was not central to the debates around citizenship for a greater part of the 
political history of Assam. No elected government took it upon itself to revise the NRC until 2010. Later, the Government of Assam started the process of NRC in 2015 
and was roll out in 2019 under the centrally administered BJP government.

Empowering Indian Agriculture: A Comprehensive Overview of Government Schemes
Narmada Ramesh Tangade, Research Scholar, Department of Economics, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Marathwada University, Chhatrapati Sambhaji Nagar, (Maharashtra)

Dr Radheshyam Raut, Assistant Professor, Department of Economics, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Marathwada University, Chhatrapati Sambhaji Nagar, (Maharashtra)

India is an agricultural country. 70 percent of India’s population depends on agriculture. Agriculture has the capacity to fulfill basic human needs. 52 percent of India’s 
land is suitable for agriculture. India’s economy is based mostly on its agriculture sector, which employs more than 50% of the labour force and makes a major GDP 
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contribution. Indian agriculture confronts various obstacles, such as fragmented landholdings, insufficient irrigation, and limited market and financial access. To address 
these challenges and enhance productivity, income, and rural development, the Indian government has launched numerous schemes. This paper provides an exhaustive 
overview of prominent agriculture schemes in India, including: NMSA, PKVY, PMKSY, NBM, Agri-insurance schemes, Soil health card scheme and many more 
will be studied in paper. These agriculture schemes which aims to promote eco-friendly practices, conserve natural resources, and reduce the environmental impact 
of agriculture. In this research paper the objectives, features, and impacts of these schemes, highlighting their significance in transforming Indian agriculture, also the 
challenges and limitations of these schemes will be studied.

 Coexistence in Multi-Cultural Northeast India: The Need for Dialogues and Reconciliation
Dr. Chuchengfa Gogoi, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, North Lakhimpur University, Lakhimpur (Assam)

Historically, the North-Eastern frontier region of India has been regarded as a miniature version of India, characterized by unique socio-cultural identities and a pluralistic 
culture. This area consists of eight states, namely Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Tripura, and Sikkim. Historical records do not 
indicate the existence of the Northeast region. However, certain hills and plains are divided by ethnic enclaves that are administered by a chieftainship system and minor 
kingdoms. Their historical diversity was accompanied by coexistence. The pre-colonial era witnessed instances of cultural interchange and interdependent economic 
interactions among the tribes. Through the consolidation of these territories under a single government, the British annexation program was thought to further enhance 
this coexistence. Nevertheless, the British were accused of imposing rigid ethnic boundary definitions among the inhabitants of the region by implementing distinct 
administrative structures for the inhabitants of the hills and plains. The Government of India Act of 1909, which established the System of Inner Line Permit in 1935, 
has effectively cut off the tribes from one another. This phenomenon played a role in shaping the sense of identity among the residents of these areas. After gaining 
independence, the situation deteriorated as the main tribes in the region began to request individual hamlets based on their cultural identity. This led to the restructuring 
of the Northeast, which raised concerns about the multicultural coexistence in the part. Notwithstanding the reorganization, the North-Eastern region continues to face 
challenges in resolving issues related to identity, aspirations for homelands, border disputes, ethnic cleansing, and cross-border migration. Hence, it is necessary to 
engage in a multicultural discourse and reconciliation. This study aims to construct a multicultural framework based on historical data to promote cohabitation and 
provide a favourable environment for collective development in the frontier regions of India.

Development Dilemmas: Urbanization and Environmental Sustainability in Uttarakhand
Dr. Rukmani, Assistant Professor, Political Science, Sharda School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Sharda University, Greater Noida (Uttar Pradesh ) 

Urbanization in Uttarakhand has rapidly accelerated in recent years, driven by migration, tourism, and infrastructural development. While this urban growth is crucial for 
the state’s economic development and infrastructure modernization, it poses significant challenges to environmental sustainability. Uttarakhand’s unique geographical 
and ecological characteristics make it particularly vulnerable to the adverse impacts of unplanned urban expansion, including deforestation, loss of biodiversity, 
soil erosion, and increased susceptibility to natural disasters such as landslides and floods. This paper explores the complex dynamics between urbanization and 
environmental sustainability in Uttarakhand, focusing on the dilemmas faced by policymakers and planners in balancing economic growth with ecological preservation. 
Using a combination of quantitative data analysis and qualitative case studies, the study examines the effects of urban sprawl in key urban centers, including Dehradun, 
Haridwar, and Nainital. The paper highlights the strain that urbanization has placed on Uttarakhand’s natural resources, particularly water. These environmental impacts 
are further exacerbated by the state’s vulnerability to natural disasters, which are often intensified by unregulated construction and deforestation. The 2013 Kedarnath 
floods, one of the most devastating disasters in Uttarakhand’s history, are a stark reminder of the potential consequences of unsustainable development practices. 
The research underscores the urgent need for a reorientation of development policies in Uttarakhand to address these environmental challenges. The paper argues for 
the adoption of more sustainable urban planning practices, including the enforcement of stricter land-use regulations, the integration of green infrastructure, and the 
promotion of sustainable tourism. Additionally, it advocates for the incorporation of local communities and traditional knowledge into planning processes to ensure that 
development is both ecologically sensitive and socially inclusive.

Politics of Development and Tribals in Odisha: Understanding the Conflict and Negotiation towards Tribal Rights
 Dr. Skylab Sahu, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, University of Delhi, Delhi

Since independence, India’s development goals have often equated modernization with economic growth. However, Scheduled Tribe (ST) communities, which comprise 
22.8% of Odisha’s population and include 62 diverse tribal groups, have lagged behind in human development indicators compared to non-Tribals (Sahoo, 2017). The 
Indian state’s approach to tribal development has been a mix of integration and assimilation, yet significant socio-economic disparities persist. While development 
initiatives have benefitted certain capitalists and the middle class, they have often come at the expense of tribal communities. In Odisha, for instance, the Niyamgiri 
Mountains— sacred to the Dongria Kondhs, Kutia Kondhs, and other local groups—are rich in bauxite deposits. When the government signed an MoU with Vedanta 
Aluminum Limited in 2003 to establish an aluminum refinery, it threatened to displace these communities and disrupt the region’s biodiversity. The project disregarded 
tribal rights to land and resources, leading to strong resistance from the affected tribes. This paper explores the politics of development in the context of tribal people’s 
rights and development. It highlights further the ongoing conflict and negotiations among the tribals, and the State.

Migrant Construction Workers in Tamilnadu: A Study of Welfare Schemes and Its Challenges
Dr.K. Senthilvel, Assistant Professor in Politics and Public Administration, SRM Institute of Science and Technology, Chennai (Tamil Nadu)

Tamil Nadu is one of the most industrialized states in India. It is a hub for construction activities and attracting a large number of migrant workers from different regions 
across the country such as Bihar, Odisha, West Bengal, Jharkhand, and Uttar Pradesh. With rapid urbanization and infrastructure development, the construction sector 
has seen an influx of migrant workers seeking better opportunities. These workers are drawn to the state by the promise of employment opportunities in a rapidly 
expanding construction sector, which includes residential, commercial, and infrastructure projects. These workers, who come in search of better economic opportunities, 
often endure difficult living and working conditions. While several welfare schemes have been introduced by the government to safeguard the rights and well-being 
of these laborers, numerous challenges persist in their effective implementation and accessibility. However, these workers often encounter significant welfare issues 
and hardships. This research study investigates the welfare conditions and challenges faced by migrated laborers in the construction industry in Tamil Nadu, India 
with following objectives, To evaluate the current welfare provisions available to migrant laborers in the construction sector, including housing, healthcare, and social 
security benefits. To identify and analyze the major problems faced by migrant workers, such as low wages, unsafe working conditions, and lack of legal protections. 
To examine the effectiveness of existing policies and regulations aimed at improving labour welfare and address gaps in their implementation. To develop actionable 
recommendations to enhance the welfare of migrant laborers, improve working conditions, and ensure better enforcement of labour laws. By addressing these objectives, 
the study aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of the challenges faced by migrant construction workers in Tamil Nadu and suggest measures to improve their 
overall well-being and working conditions.

Evaluating Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) Schemes and its Impact on the Empowermentof Women in Assam throughthe Lens of Sustainable 
Development Goals

Fatema Nargis Choudhury, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Assam University, Silchar (Assam)

For the last decade, Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) schemes have emerged as a significant tool in India’s welfare policies, designed to reform government delivery 
system by re-engineering the existing process to ensure accurate targeting of the beneficiaries and reduce leakage of funds. The research study aims to assess how these 
schemes have influenced women’s socio-economic status and their alignment with the Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 5 (Gender Equality) and SDG 10 (Reduced 
Inequalities). It explores whether DBT schemes have effectively addressed gender disparities, promoted social inclusion, and contributed to the broader objectives of the 
SDGs, or failed to consider the deeper underlying structures that perpetuate the problems of inequality and injustice. While DBT schemes have provided financial aid, 
their long-term impact on women’s empowerment and sustainable development is subtle. This study further discusses the importance of integrating political awareness 
and community engagement into welfare programs to ensure that women not only benefit economically but also gain the confidence and capability to influence political 
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discourse, thereby advancing the goals of gender equality and social equity. This research contributes to the ongoing debate on the effectiveness of welfare policies in 
India, emphasizing the need for a holistic approach to women’s empowerment that go beyond mere financial assistance, aiming to foster genuine political and social 
transformation in line with the SDGs.

 India’s Land Titling System from Presumptive to Conclusive: How far?
Dr. Gaurika Chugh, Assistant Professor, Department of Humanities and Social Sciences, Jaypee Institute of Information Technology (JIIT), Noida (Uttar Pradesh)

Land is not merely a natural resource from which a tiller could earn his living or a testament to your ownership rights. Hitherto land as a resource has been used as an 
instrument by the state for generating revenue. It was the ultimate source for generating income and wealth for the state and this quintessentially led to the practice of 
recording the rights of individuals and thus began the practice for surveying the land. It was assumed in the record-of-rights that the person who pays revenue to the state 
is the proprietor of the land, unless it is proved otherwise. The land titling system inherited by Independent India was predominantly presumptive in its essence. This 
essentially meant that the onus to prove ownership over a piece of land lies essentially with the owner. The mere possession of land title does not entail any guarantee 
from the state to protect the tenure rights of the owner. It is in fact based on the presumption that an individual who pays the land revenue is presumed to be the owner. 
Thus, the information in the record-of-rights could be challenged in the court of law. The Registration Act of 1908 only provides for registration of deed and not title. 
It is merely a testament to register deeds of sale, gift, lease, mortgage or will, it does not in any case guarantee an individual’s title over land. The law while registering 
any deed does not give reference to past transaction or verifies the transaction between the owner and the seller. It is merely a deed registration and the onus to verify the 
document or any past reference to the land lies with the owner. Such a deficit system of land administration has led to huge anomalies in land records with records not 
being updated. Even if transactions were taking place through the process of law the same were not being reflected through mutation in records. This has also resulted in 
mounting pressures on Judiciary to deal with the erroneous system of land records. Rising land disputes due to administrative lapses in land administration has clogged 
the justice delivery system in courts and this is evident from the fact that approx. two-thirds of civil cases in district courts are related to land/property disputes. The report 
by Centre for Policy Research (2017) has also found that about 25 per cent of all cases decided by the Supreme Court are related to land disputes. It has been reported by 
McKinsey (2001) that land market distortions due to anomalies in land ownership accounts for a total loss of 1.3 per cent of annual economic growth. 

Dilemma of Cultural Boundary: A Study on the Making and Unmaking of Cultural Space of Tai Ahom in Assam
Tulika Senapati, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, North Lakhimpur University, Lakhimpur (Assam)

The Tai Ahom, an ethnic group with rich historical legacy has embarked the path for their ethnic resurgence and cultural recognition in recent period. The post-colonial 
trends of dissimilation of communities from greater societal identity rise new identity consciousness among the Tai Ahoms. The departure from assimilated culture brings 
new tendency of demarcating boundaries of “self” and “other”. But the complex nature of cultural boundary and its non-fixity creates dilemma within the community. 
The conceptual construct of boundary within the minds of the people creates empirical difficulty as they have practised different traditions. It poses ethnic dilemma in 
the cognitive construct of people to maintain ethnic distinctiveness while navigating social interactions with other groups. The present paper will follow a genealogical 
approach to analyse the cultural resurgence of Tai Ahom and situate an analysis of making a cultural space for the community. The paper will also deal with the dilemma 
of cultural boundary within the community by following an analytical approach. 

Impact of Panchayati Raj in Rural Development in Haryana
Rajbir Singh Dalal, Prof. and Chairperson of the Department of Political Science, Chaudhary Devi Lal University, Sirsa (Haryana) 

Sandeep Dhillon, Assistant Prof. of the Department of Political Science, Chaudhary Ranbir Singh University, Jind (Haryana)

The world’s largest democratic system of governance is the main feature of India. Democracy requires that Public participation, transparency and accountability in 
governance. Governance is a process where “full benefit of democratic government could not be realized unless the society admits and believes that all problems in 
their incidence require decision at the place and by the people, by whom the incidence is most deeply felt”. The process of ushering in a social change and economic 
development in developing country like India required adequate dissemination so that local committees and individuals could participate and bring local energy, 
enthusiasm, initiatives and resources under ideal local conditions to work out local developmental activities. The form of democratic decentralization in India is visible 
in Panchayati Raj institutions. These institutions were given a constitutional form by the 73rd Constitutional Amendment. In compliance of this Act, Haryana Panchayati 
Raj Act 1994 was enacted which was amended from time to time by the government as per the requirement. It has been working for last 3 decades in the country and the 
Haryana state under Constitutional status and provisions. Moreover, 5 general elections have been held so far for these books. Therefore, it is pertinent and necessary 
to do an analysis of democratic decentralized governance in the country in general and State of Haryana in particular. The present research paper is an effort towards 
this direction. The main objectives of this research paper are to highlight and understand constitutional provisions vis a vis reality of democratic decentralization and 
Panchayati Raj institutions in Haryana State. What are the main constraints in realization of constitutional obligations before these bodies of democratic governance and 
how these can be overcome will be the main focus of this paper in context of Haryana State.

Impact of Globalization on Local Governance and Urban Development in Uttar Pradesh
Jaykishan Patel, Research Scholar, Centre for Development Studies, University of Allahabad, Prayagraj (Uttar Pradesh)

Dr. Subhash Shukla, Associate Professor, Centre for Development Studies, University of Allahabad, Prayagraj (Uttar Pradesh)

This article explores how globalization has affected local governance and urban development in Uttar Pradesh, particularly since India’s economic liberalization in 
the early 1990s. The study investigates how global economic integration, foreign investments, and adherence to international standards have reshaped policy-making, 
infrastructure development, and urban management in the state. It reveals that while globalization has spurred economic growth and modernized urban infrastructure, it 
has also intensified inequalities and put pressure on traditional governance structures. By comparing urban centres like Lucknow and Kanpur, the paper sheds light on 
the complex interaction between global influences and local governance and offers strategies for achieving a balance between development and fair governance. The 
insights gained enhance understanding of how globalization impacts urban governance in developing economies.

The Influence of Trans-Border Identities on the Idea of State Among the Hill Tribes of Manipur
Dr. Leivon Jimmy Kom, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Dhana Manjuri University (DMU), Imphal (Manipur)

Trans-border communities such as the Naga and Kuki-Chin-Mizo communities inhabit vast hilly regions that spread across the borders of India and Myanmar. These 
communities developed cultural and historical ties that transcend today’s national boundaries. To these tribes’ the idea of states and their perceptions on nation-state, 
statehood, sovereignty, and governance, etc. are all governed and intertwined by the identities they carry. In general, the current paper investigates how trans-border 
identities shape the idea of a state and deviate from the theoretical understanding of the concept of state. For this, the paper employs qualitative approach such as the 
historical and ethnographic studies to delve into the complexities therein. Historical records and literature are examined to trace the development of these trans-border 
identities and their views on the concept of state. The research also reveals how these trans-border connections challenge conventional notions of nation-state based 
upon their unique historical experiences and cross-border ties. Overall, this study contributes to the academic discourse on borderlands and state formation in South 
Asia, offering valuable insights into the political and social forces at work among the trans-border communities. The paper is expected to inform policymakers about the 
challenges faced by these communities in governance and development.

Tribal Development and Administration in Odisha: A Critical Analysis of Policy and Practice with Special Reference to The Dongria Kondh 
Community of Lanjigarh, Kalahandi.

Soubhagyalaxmi Mohanty, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Rama Devi Women’s University, Bhubaneswar (Odisha)

The tribal population in India has long faced significant challenges in achieving socio- economic development, despite being an integral part of the country’s cultural 
fabric. The Dongria Community, is a sub part of the Kondh community, reside mainly in the picturesque region of Raygada and Kalahandi district in Odisha, is no 
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exception. With a rich cultural heritage and traditional way of life, the Dongrias have historically struggled to access basic amenities, education, and employment 
opportunities. The community is well known for its struggle against the Vedanta Aluminium Project. The Refinery Project that established at Lanjigarh was withdraw 
by the Government because of the protest by the community. As India envisions its development trajectory for 2047, with a focus on inclusive and sustainable growth, 
the role of forest and tribal communities becomes increasingly crucial. The government’s vision for 2047 aims to create a prosperous, equitable, and environmentally 
conscious nation, where the contributions and well-being of all citizens including tribal communities are prioritized. In this context, the development experiences of 
the Dongria Community in Lanjigarh assume significance. This paper seeks to critically examine the effectiveness of existing policies and practices in promoting tribal 
development. It aims to explore the success and shortcomings and identifying potential pathways for more inclusive and sustainable growth, aligned with India’s vision 
for 2047.

Politics of Development in India: From Nehruvian Economics to Amrit Kaal
Sana Chaudhary, Research Scholar, Centre for Political Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi 

My paper aims to decode the history of economic development of independent India and the corresponding political culture. The economic history of independent India 
starts with the then-popular import-substitution-industrialisation (ISI) model eventually making way for the trade-led-growth model, both of which correspond with the 
dominance of the Congress Party under the popular leaderships of Nehru and Indira Gandhi. The paper also sheds light on the causes that led to the implementation of the 
New Economic Policy (NEP) reform programme of 1991 and the ensuing era of coalition politics in India. The UPA regime is discussed with its twin goals of deepening 
pro-corporate neoliberal economics with the management of poverty, inequality, unemployment as evident in its landmark MNREGA and RTI acts. The BJP under Modi 
has indulged in a narrative on development, which is an emotive issue for the Indian public. It had a special appeal in the context of the failure of employment guarantee 
under the neoliberal order. Modi has been portrayed as vikas purush or development man. His regime is marked by a reformist zeal for further neoliberalisation of the 
economy, with a special focus on the private sector. 

Difference and Disabilities within Dalit Fold: A Study of Magadh Division of Bihar
Akshat Pushpam, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Bharati College, New Delhi

Recently when India was about to celebrate its 78th anniversary of Independence, the Apex court in its landmark judgement on 1st August 2024, allowed the sub 
categorization within the reservation benefit meant for Schedule Castes and Schedule Tribes, which was earlier denied in year 2004. However, Bihar Government in 
year 2005, identified 22 caste as Maha-dalit and launched target program for their development. The paper meant to highlight the micro level differences within the Dalit 
fold, which further evolved in the form of disability for the larger population in special reference to the Bihar. And also, critically analyses the success of the Maha-dalit 
Vikash Mission of Bihar Government after almost 20 years of its execution, on the basis of the primary data collected from the through the field study of the Magadh 
Division of Bihar.

Reformation in Criminal Justice System of India: Human Rights and Civil Liberties of Individuals: Ground Reality
Adv. Asmita Babasaheb Kavathekar, Reseach Scholar, ILS Law College, Pune (Maharashtra) 

The three controversial acts to make reforms in the criminal justice system of India has come into force from 1st July, 2024.  Bhartiya Nyaya Sanhita, Bhartiya Nagarik 
Suraksha Sanhita and Bhartiya Sakshya Adhiniyam were introduced on 11th of August, 2023 in the monsoon session of Parliament. BNS replaced Indian Penal Code 
1860, BNSS replaced The Criminal Procedure Code 1973 and BSA replaced The Indian Evidence Act, 1872. This three so called substantial and procedural laws 
have impacted the human rights of citizens and their liberties in many ways. This paper emphasis on the various angles and perspectives that what is the ground 
reality of the Human Rights and Civil Liberty of people of our nation if these new criminal laws implemented throughout our nation in a strict sense? The researcher 
is going to put light basically on provisions of BNS which are derogatory to the concept of Human Right and Natural Justice of accused. The punishment prescribed 
under various offences under the BNS violates the right to Human Dignity for accused individuals. Some of the provisions of the BNS and BNSS have conflict 
with the various landmark judgements of Hon’ble Supreme Court of India who protects citizens fundamental rights in every aspect. It is interesting question before 
jurists, lawyers, researchers and academicians that whether this new criminal justice system is comprehensive effective and will uphold the cardinal principles of natural 
justice equity fairness and transparency.

Tribal Development Schemes in India: A Study in Assam
Dr. Bhaben Kakati, Assistant professor, Department of Political Science, Kamrup College, Chamata (Assam)

Tribes are the social groups of people living in a land from the prehistoric period. They are usually poor, alienated, economically backward and politically marginalised 
group. Therefore, different approaches have been taken by different governments for promoting the economic and educational interests of the tribes to protect them from 
social injustice and exploitation. However, the worldwide experiences show that the modern development policies are often leading to conflict and destruction of tribal 
lifestyles. India is a land of diverse tribes. In India, after the invasion of non-tribe groups, tribal people started taking shelter in the forests and made themselves alienated 
from other people. During the colonial period, British implemented the policy of non-interference to isolate the tribal from mainstream politics. After independence the 
government of India initiated many steps to accommodate the tribes, ensure tribal development and make them a part of mainstream India. The main objective of this 
paper is to analyse the schemes for tribal development adopted by the Government of India with special reference to Assam.

Temples & The Idea of Development in India 
Vikas Kumar, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Guru Ghasidas Central University, Bilaspur (Chhattisgarh)

The mainstream idea of development doesn’t include the ideas of development which look like non-western. Even in India the so-called think-tanks of earlier times 
blindly imitated the west without even looking at the importance of the Indian Knowledge Systems and ways of life. Spirituality is very core of the Indian ways of living, 
and it is prevalent in every religion in the Indian subcontinent. The various modernization theories, propounded by the west claim that once the societies came into 
contact with the western European and northern American societies, they would be progressing towards modernization. But the rampant economic inequality between 
the Global North and the Global South is not hidden from anybody. In the ancient times, when India was considered as the ‘Golden Bird’ there was no Western theories 
of modernization but still we were more than developed. Which implies western theories don’t necessarily mean that they are the only ways of development. From 
ancient to medieval and till the modern times, temples in India remained centers of art, culture, economy and learning. The ancient Indian temples remained the centers 
of development in the Indian subcontinent. In some ways the development of tourism-rich economic zones, along pilgrim trails, stems from extensive research that has 
shown that shrines were important economic hubs throughout Indian history. Burton Stein, in one of his paper argues in the same line. So, this paper tries to look at the 
idea of the development from what we call the Indian Knowledge Traditions/Systems. How do the western theories of development fall short in comprehending the 
‘Construction of Temple as Development’? 

Politics of Knowledge in Development: A Study of Sericulture in Jammu and Kashmir
Priyanka Sharma, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, University of Delhi, Delhi 

 This research paper explores the politics of knowledge in the sericulture industry of Jammu and Kashmir, India, through a comprehensive analysis of three spaces i.e. 
state policy, historical context, and market dynamics. Utilizing the Banerjee (2021) analytical framework of politics of knowledge in development, this study draws on 
two years of extensive fieldwork to uncover how political and economic forces shape the production and dissemination of knowledge within this sector, affecting the 
livelihoods of local sericulture communities. The findings illustrate the intricate interplay between state interventions, historical legacies, and market forces, revealing 
a tendency to marginalize the traditional knowledge and practices of local sericulture practitioners. This paper contributes to the broader discourse on the politics of 
knowledge in development, advocating for more inclusive and participatory approaches to policymaking and knowledge production. The study underscores the necessity 
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of recognizing and integrating diverse knowledge systems to foster equitable and sustainable development in the sericulture industry of Jammu and Kashmir.
Regional Security and Stability: An Imperative Viksit Bharat

Dr. Sabavath Ravi, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Osmania University, Hyderabad (Telangana)

Viksit Bharat@2047 represents the government of India’s ambitious vision to transform the nation into a developed entity by the centenary of its independence in 
2047.To achieve this ambitious goal a secure and stable neighbourhood is pivot as India’s neighbourhood is always suspicious towards India. Development and 
progress of any country can be sustained in secured stable environment. This paper explores the crucial relationship between regional security, stability, and India’s 
development. It highlights the need for a secure environment to achieve economic growth, political cohesion, and social harmony. The paper examines challenges like 
terrorism, geopolitical rivalries, and non-traditional security concerns, and proposes strategic initiatives like defense cooperation, effective diplomacy, and inclusive 
economic engagement to ensure regional security and stability. By emphasizing the importance of regional security, this paper contributes to the discussion on India’s 
developmental aspirations.

Navigating Globalization Towards a Developed India
Dr. Shrawan Kumar Pandey, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Lady Shri Ram College for Women, Delhi

As India marches towards its centennial year of independence in 2047, the vision of a “Vikshit Bharat” (Developed India) hinges on effectively navigating the forces of 
globalization. This paper explores the intricate interplay between globalization and India’s developmental aspirations. It examines how globalization can serve as both 
a catalyst for economic growth and a challenge to social equity. The paper analyzes the role of nation-states, multinational corporations, and labor unions in shaping 
global flows, and discusses India’s strategic position within these dynamics. By addressing structural barriers and leveraging global opportunities, India can chart a 
path towards inclusive and sustainable development by 2047. The study concludes with a forward-looking perspective on how India can balance global integration with 
national priorities, ensuring that the benefits of globalization are equitably distributed across its diverse population.

Politics of Development in India
Dr. Sushma Rampal, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Chaudhary Charan Singh University, Meerut (Uttar Pradesh)

The politics of development in India encompasses the complex interplay between governance, policy-making, and socio-economic progress within a diverse and 
rapidly evolving nation. Since gaining independence in 1947, India’s political landscape has been marked by efforts to address poverty, inequality, and regional 
disparities while fostering economic growth. The development agenda is influenced by various political parties, each with differing priorities and ideologies, leading 
to a dynamic and often contentious policy environment. Central to this discourse are debates over resource allocation, implementation of social welfare programs, and 
infrastructure development. Additionally, India’s federal structure complicates the development process, as state governments have significant autonomy and varying 
levels of commitment to national development goals. Political leaders and parties frequently utilize development promises to gain electoral support, which can result in 
short-term policy measures rather than long-term strategic planning. Furthermore, issues such as corruption, bureaucratic inefficiencies, and policy paralysis often hinder 
effective implementation. Despite these challenges, India’s democratic framework provides mechanisms for accountability and reform, enabling continuous evolution 
in development strategies. The politics of development in India remains a critical area of study for understanding how political dynamics shape and are shaped by the 
nation’s development trajectory. In the present paper I have tried to study the trajectory of development process in India since independence in the above landscape.

The Political Economy of Recent Economic Growth in India: An Analytical Review
Ujjawal Kumar Singh, Research Scholar, Dept. Political Science, Jaiprakash University, Chapra (Bihar)

The political economy of India’s economic growth is a question of enduring interest. Higher and sustainable economic growth has been the surest and most proven means of raising living 
standards and reducing poverty around the world. Furthermore, being a functioning democracy, economic policy in India can often be dictated by political expediency as political parties 
indulge in competitive populism in the face of improvements in social indicators such as literacy, child mortality and the like lagging behind an increase in the rate of economic growth. The 
political economy of policy formulation is thus an important area of   interest. Finally, analyzing what policies can be implemented given these constraints is an important indicator of the 
potential welfare impacts of policies for such a large part of humanity. There are several recent reviews of India’s recent growth experience. The added value of this paper is to place India’s 
growth experience in a broader perspective of political economy. It documents the broad contours of economic growth in India; it then analyzes some of the emerging obstacles to higher 
economic growth and finally the prospects for accelerating the economic reform agenda to put India on a path to sustainable higher economic growth.

Evaluating the Impact of the Jal Jeevan Mission on Rural Development: A Focus on South West Garo Hills, Meghalaya 
Mr. Wenfield D. Sangma, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, William Carey University, Shillong (Meghalaya)

Dr. PG Jangamlung Richard, Associate Professor, Department of Political Science,William Carey University, Shillong (Meghalaya)

This paper evaluates the impact of the Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) on rural development in South West Garo Hills, Meghalaya, with a specific focus on its alignment with 
the Viksit Bharat vision. The Jal Jeevan Mission aims to enhance access to safe and reliable drinking water across rural India, addressing long-standing water scarcity 
and quality issues. In South West Garo Hills, where these challenges have been particularly pronounced, JJM is a pivotal initiative for improving water infrastructure and 
supporting broader rural development goals. Through a comprehensive analysis involving field surveys, interviews with local stakeholders, and data review, this study 
assesses how JJM has influenced water accessibility, public health, and socio-economic conditions in South West Garo Hills. The paper also examines the alignment of 
these outcomes with the Viksit Bharat vision, which emphasizes inclusive and sustainable development across India. By evaluating the successes, challenges, and overall 
impact of JJM in this region, the paper offers insights into its role in advancing rural development and achieving Viksit Bharat’s objectives. The findings aim to inform 
policy recommendations for enhancing JJM’s effectiveness and better integrating water management efforts with national development strategies.

Social Impact of Natural Disasters on Women with Special Reference to Joshimath Tehsil
Shailja, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Hemvati Nandan Bahuguna Garhwal University, Srinagar (Uttarakhand)

Natural disasters are a common occurrence in the upper Himalayan region, with severe socioeconomic consequences for affected communities. Joshimath Tehsil, located 
in the Chamoli district of Uttarakhand, India, is especially vulnerable to natural disasters due to its geographical and climatic circumstances. This study investigates 
the social impact of catastrophic calamities, with a particular emphasis on women, who frequently face the brunt of the consequences as a result of pre-existing 
societal systems. The inter-sectionality of caste, age, and gender shapes women’s experiences during natural disasters. These issues frequently result in limited access 
to resources, increased workloads, and restricted mobility, exacerbating their susceptibility. This study seeks to examine the social impact of natural catastrophes on 
women in Joshimath, specifically how these events affect their socioeconomic status, health, and participation in political processes. The study takes a mixed-methods 
approach, with an emphasis on qualitative data collecting via in-depth interviews and focus group discussions. Primary data was gathered from a variety of social groups 
in Joshimath Tehsil, including women of different castes and ages. To assure representation from all key demographic categories, we used a stratified random selection 
technique. The interviews were aimed to capture women’s lived experiences following natural disasters, with an emphasis on access to resources, participation in 
decision-making processes, and general socioeconomic level. To supplement the qualitative findings and give a more comprehensive examination of the social impact 
of natural disasters in the region, quantitative data was obtained through structured surveys.

 The Politics of Development in India: Political Economy of Post-Liberalization Development
Dr. SRTP. Sugunakara Raju, Professor, Department of Political Science, Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi

Development is a multi-faceted phenomenon that has political, economic, social and cultural dimensions. It involves a dynamic of State-Market interaction in the 
process of wealth creation. But the State plays a key political role in distribution of wealth and in determine the outcomes of who has what. In the last more than three 
decades the Indian State has allowed the ‘animal spirits’ of the private market players in creating and enhancing wealth of the Nation by effecting economic reforms 
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of Liberalization, privatization and globalization. The agenda of economic reforms enjoyed the support of political parties across the spectrum with the critical voices 
remaining on the margins. While India has been certainly successful in making value additions to its GDP and per capita income, the distribution of fruits of economic 
growth has largely been skewed and jobs and opportunities created have not matched the needs and aspirations of the people. By employing a political economy approach 
to development this paper contends that in the post-liberalization period and particularly last one decade while Indian State has channelled its energies to prop up the 
market by making capital expenditure on physical infrastructure like highways, ports and other assets, the creation of livelihoods and opportunities has been largely 
left to the market dynamics of demand and supply. However, this paper argues, the market has not lived up to its expectations for various reasons and has mainly failed 
to deliver. As a consequence, this raises questions on the substantive aspects of India’s otherwise largely successful electoral democracy and its political legitimacy of 
democracy. The paper contends firstly that the state must direct its policy focus on qualitatively improving social infrastructure such as education, healthcare, livelihoods 
and opportunities and that State prioritise easing the living conditions the working people of India both in rural and urban areas with a focus on social inclusion. The 
people should be front and centre of the Development efforts in India to uphold the lofty political ideals of our Constitution.

Positioning of Real Estate Workers into the Housing Market: Structural Growth and Development
Manoj Kumar Chaudhary, Doctoral Fellow, Department of Political Science, Mahatma Gandhi Central University, Motihari (Bihar)

The affordability of decent housing forms the second dimension of analysis. The assimilation of migrants’ housing patterns requires that migrants are able to afford 
housing in different segments in the housing markets. In times of ongoing immigration to industrial countries-due to humanitarian reasons and a serious need for 
immigrant workers resulting from an over-aging of western societies-integration of immigrants and their offspring is a crucial issue nation states are obliged to cope 
with. Additional to migrants and real estate workers positioning in various spheres of society, such as the labour market and the educational system, integration in the 
housing market. There is a need of the social upliftment and their inclusive policies to be sustained the ecosystem. The policies should be implemented so that their 
major issues should be resolved.

Politics of Development in India: Intersection of Gender, Environment and Development 
Dr. Kasturi Bharadwaj, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Jagat Taran Girls’ Degree College, Prayagraj (U.P.) 

The politics of development in India is an intricate and heterogeneous subject that intertwines economic growth, social equity, gender, governance, regional disparities, 
and environmental concerns, all of which demand a comprehensive study. It is beyond the scope of this paper to deal with entire the field of politics of development, 
however this paper will attempt to throw light on the role of women in development, to ensure environmental protection and sustainable development and to achieve 
the vision of Viksit Bharat @ 2047. Development projects like mining, dams, infrastructure and industry, often clash with environmental sustainability and the rights 
of indigenous communities especially women. These conflicts have spurred significant political mobilization around environmental issues. Women movements like 
the Chipko Movement have already highlighted the intersection of gender, environment, and developmental policies. In that context, this paper highlights recent 
environmental movement in Ladakh spearheaded by women. Balancing economic growth with environmental sustainability and social equity is very crucial. Policies 
need to be more aligned with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to ensure holistic development and gender equality in developmental outcomes. This requires 
a shift in developmental policies recognising women as active development partners and not as mere beneficiaries. 

Empowering Indian Agriculture: A Comprehensive Overview of Government Schemes
 Narmada Ramesh Tangade, Research Scholar, Department of Economics. Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Marathwada University, Aurangabad, (Maharashtra)

India is an agricultural country. 70 percent of India’s population depends on agriculture. Agriculture has the capacity to fulfil basic human needs. 52 percent of India’s 
land is suitable for agriculture. India’s economy is based mostly on its agriculture sector, which employs more than 50% of the labour force and makes a major GDP 
contribution Indian agriculture confronts various obstacles, such as fragmented landholdings, insufficient irrigation, and limited market and financial access. To address 
these challenges and enhance productivity, income, and rural development, the Indian government has launched numerous schemes. This paper provides an exhaustive 
overview of prominent agriculture schemes in India, including: NMSA, PKVY, PMKSY, NBM, Agri-insurance schemes, Soil health card scheme and many more 
will be studied in paper. These agriculture schemes which aims to promote eco-friendly practices, conserve natural resources, and reduce the environmental impact 
of agriculture. In this research paper the objectives, features, and impacts of these schemes, highlighting their significance in transforming Indian agriculture, also the 
challenges and limitations of these schemes will be studied.

Migrant Construction Workers in Tamilnadu: A Study of Welfare Schemes and Its Challenges
Dr.K.Senthilvel, Assistant Professor, School of Law, SRM Institute of Science and Technology, Kattankulathur, Chennai, (Tamil Nadu)

Tamil Nadu is one of the most industrialized states in India. It is a hub for construction activities and attracting a large number of migrant workers from different regions 
across the country such as Bihar, Odisha, West Bengal, Jharkhand, and Uttar Pradesh. With rapid urbanization and infrastructure development, the construction sector 
has seen an influx of migrant workers seeking better opportunities. These workers are drawn to the state by the promise of employment opportunities in a rapidly 
expanding construction sector, which includes residential, commercial, and infrastructure projects. These workers, who come in search of better economic opportunities, 
often endure difficult living and working conditions. While several welfare schemes have been introduced by the government to safeguard the rights and well-being of 
these labourers, numerous challenges persist in their effective implementation and accessibility. However, these workers often encounter significant welfare issues and 
hardships. This research study investigates the welfare conditions and challenges faced by migrated labourers in the construction industry in Tamil Nadu.

Evaluating Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) Schemes and its Impact on the Empowerment of Women in Assam through the Lens of Sustainable 
Development Goals

Fatema Nargis Choudhury, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Assam University, Silchar (Assam)

For the last decade, Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) schemes have emerged as a significant tool in India’s welfare policies, designed to reform government delivery 
system by re-engineering the existing process to ensure accurate targeting of the beneficiaries and reduce leakage of funds. The research study aims to assess how these 
schemes have influenced women’s socio-economic status and their alignment with the Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 5 (Gender Equality) and SDG 10 (Reduced 
Inequalities). It explores whether DBT schemes have effectively addressed gender disparities, promoted social inclusion, and contributed to the broader objectives of the 
SDGs, or failed to consider the deeper underlying structures that perpetuate the problems of inequality and injustice. While DBT schemes have provided financial aid, 
their long-term impact on women’s empowerment and sustainable development is subtle. This study further discusses the importance of integrating political awareness 
and community engagement into welfare programs to ensure that women not only benefit economically but also gain the confidence and capability to influence political 
discourse, thereby advancing the goals of gender equality and social equity. This research contributes to the ongoing debate on the effectiveness of welfare policies in 
India, emphasizing the need for a holistic approach to women’s empowerment that go beyond mere financial assistance, aiming to foster genuine political and social 
transformation in line with the SDGs.

India’s Land Titling System from Presumptive to Conclusive: How far?
Dr. Gaurika Chugh, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Jaypee Institute of IT, Noida (U.P.)

Land is not merely a natural resource from which a tiller could earn his living or a testament to your ownership rights. Hitherto land as a resource has been used as an 
instrument by the state for generating revenue. It was the ultimate source for generating income and wealth for the state and this quintessentially led to the practice of 
recording the rights of individuals and thus began the practice for surveying the land. It was assumed in the record-of-rights that the person who pays revenue to the state 
is the proprietor of the land, unless it is proved otherwise. The land titling system inherited by Independent India was predominantly presumptive in its essence. This 
essentially meant that the onus to prove ownership over a piece of land lies essentially with the owner. The mere possession of land title does not entail any guarantee 
from the state to protect the tenure rights of the owner. It is in fact based on the presumption that an individual who pays the land revenue is presumed to be the owner. 
Thus, the information in the record-of-rights could be challenged in the court of law. The Registration Act of 1908 only provides for registration of deed and not title. 
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The report by Centre for Policy Research (2017) has also found that about 25 per cent of all cases decided by the Supreme Court are related to land disputes. It has 
been reported by McKinsey (2001) that land market distortions due to anomalies in land ownership accounts for a total loss of 1.3 per cent of annual economic growth. 
The Digital Land Records Modernization Programme (DILRMP) introduced in 2008 ushered to bring in a paradigm shift in the management of land records from 
presumptive to conclusive system of land titling. The policy aimed at reducing land/property disputes through digitization of land records and registration, integrating 
textual and spatial records, recording mutation, survey/resurvey and updating survey and settlement records. This paper attempts to examine as to what extent the state 
has been able to achieve the objectives of the policy to shift the land governance system in India from presumptive to conclusive.

Analysing the Political Influence of BKU in Western Uttar Pradesh’s Sugarcane Belt 
Ritik Kumar, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, School of Social Sciences, Hemvati Nandan Bahuguna Garhwal University, Srinagar, (Uttarakhand )

Amit Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, School of Social Sciences, Hemvati Nandan Bahuguna Garhwal University, Srinagar, (Uttarakhand)

Rakesh Singh Negi Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, School of Social Sciences, Hemvati Nandan Bahuguna Garhwal University, Srinagar, 
(Uttarakhand)

The Bhartiya Kisan Union (BKU) has played a crucial role in shaping the agrarian politics of Western Uttar Pradesh’s sugarcane belt, a region that has significant 
economic and political importance in India. Founded in 1986 by Mahendra Singh Tikait amidst growing agrarian distress, the BKU emerged as a powerful political 
force, playing a key role in the 1989 elections that led to the Congress government’s downfall, and has since become a strong advocate for farmers’ rights. This paper 
analyses the BKU’s political influence, focusing on its impact on policy decisions, electoral outcomes, and the socio-economic conditions of the region. Through a 
detailed analysis of historical and contemporary events from secondary sources, the study explores the BKU’s role in shaping agricultural policies, particularly regarding 
sugarcane pricing, subsidies, and payments, and its broader impact on farmers’ livelihoods. Additionally, the paper investigates the BKU’s electoral influence, assessing 
how its mobilization efforts have swayed voting patterns and political alliances in the region. The findings reveal that the BKU has not only been successful in advocating 
for farmers’ rights but has also become a key player in the political governance of Western Uttar Pradesh. Its influence has contributed to shaping the region’s political 
landscape, making it an essential actor in any discussion about agrarian politics in India.

Political Culture of the Western Himalayan Hill State: A Case of Himachal Pradesh 
Ayush Ranta, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Himachal Pradesh University, Shimla (Himachal Pradesh)

As indicated by the sweeping title, the article attempts to put together a well-rounded and updated picture of the politics and political culture of Himachal Pradesh. 
Beyond merely reflecting regional traditions and culture, Himachal’s political culture is more than that. It additionally establishes a link between the requirements of 
emerging political formations and earlier political encounters and role models. If defined in this way, it becomes not just a political process related to a democratic state 
but also a cultural reflection through the electoral process by the people that is genuinely influencing social change in the community. The politics and party structure of 
the hill state have been shaped over time by a number of causes. On the one hand, the ascendancy or pre-eminence of the upper caste in Himachal’s political culture was 
dominant, on the other side, the state’s development and education system also cemented its supremacy. Geographically, the Himachal Pradesh is divided by mountains 
on one side and rivers on the other; politically, it is divided by the state’s distinct party structure and its varied political churning during elections. The political culture 
of Himachal is unusual because it combines a strong indigenous cultural heritage that was developed through the Praja mandals and the national drive for independence 
with the influence of British cultural legacy. The primary objective of this paper is to give an overview of the political culture and socialisation of Himachal Pradesh, 
would be helpful in order to gain a deeper understanding of the state’s politics. Researcher will also attempt to determine how the hill state’s political culture differs from 
that of the other states of Indian Union.

Institutional Catalysts: - Shaping India’s Developmental Trajectory by 2047
Mr. Aaquil Ahmed, Research Scholar, University of Delhi, Delhi 

As per its vision of ‘Viksit Bharat’, development trajectory assumes centre stage when considering how our nation evolves and grows in line with this, on turning one 
hundred years old as an independent country. The complex relationship between political economy and institutional frameworks, which are potentially conducive to 
sustainable growth and development is at the center of this paper. One of the major obstacles for a potential rise is will be how well its institutions, particularly on 
governance and economic diversification, can perform in this brave new global world. Featuring case studies from across history and global regions, this research 
investigates how strong institutions can propel innovation paradigms to facilitated better governance while fostering social cohesion. It also reiterates the pivotal need for 
sectorial reforms in education, health and infrastructure so that all citizens have an enabling environment to unleash their potential. It concludes that “good governance 
and accountability are key elements for enhancing economic growth as well as social development”. This also stresses the need for participatory governance, where 
citizens are actively involved in taking decisions. India will have to leverage its demographic dividend, coupled with cultural diversity and heritage by promoting 
transparency & inclusivity as growth drivers. In doing so, this research delineates the significance of institutional catalysts that can steer India to a governance structure 
by 2047 which is prosperous and equitable — where it undoubtedly belongs in the Comity of Nations.

The Paradox of Development: Tribal Autonomy and Development in Koraput, Odisha
Mr. Amalesh Kr Pradhan, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Sidho Kanho Birsha University, Purulia (West Bengal) 

As a fast developing nation India has significantly gained its position in the global developmental scenario. Development is contextualized as the state of all round 
betterment of a community. But no uniform model is applicable for all the society, as the society has its own contradiction. Especially, in case of tribal development 
various approaches like- isolation, assimilation and integration are followed, but at the end of the day the tribal communities are becoming marginal and secluded 
from the main stream of development in spite of having multiple initiatives from the central government as well as state government. Tribal development is a result of 
diverse strategies adopted by both the government and non government agencies; through an empirical study in Koraput district of Odisha the paper attempts to examine 
the developmental projects and policies meant for them and how these are functioning and its implied limits and contradictions—which not only resists the inclusive 
development but also threatens the socio cultural autonomy of the tribal people.

Changes in Mizoram Elections: Observation of the Ninth Mizoram Legislative Assembly Election 2023 and its repercussions
Dr Lalengkima, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, ICFAI University, Aizawl (Mizoram)

Mizoram since statehood in 1987 has been dominated by two parties, namely, the Mizo National Front (MNF) and Congress. The newly formed Zoram People’s 
Movement (ZPM) has grasped the confidence of the people in the recent local and state level bye-elections. The Congress party once a powerful group under the 
charismatic leadership of Lal Thanhawla elected Lalsawta to replace the former. Lalsawta was the former Finance Minister of the Congress regime from 2013-2018. 
The MNF after reviving its policy and its candidates in 2018 won the general election to the 40 seats Mizoram Legislative Assembly. However, both the MNF and the 
Congress were unable to secure substantial majority seats in several recent local state-level bye-elections. After the Ninth Mizoram Legislative Assembly Election 2023 
the Congress again elected Lal Thanzara, brother of Lal Thanhawla to replace the incumbent president. The two-party ruling dichotomy was recently challenged by the 
emergence of third-front politics, particularly with the formation of the Zoram People’s Movement (ZPM) in 2017. For the first time in Mizoram politics, neither the 
Congress nor the MNF party formed the state government. This paper attempts to analyse several reasons for the changes in Mizoram politics in terms of third-front 
politics and its aftermath.

Politics of Development in India With Special Reference to Bihar
Dr. Manoj Kumar Das, Assistant Professor, R.D. & D.J. College, Munger (Bihar)

Reference to Indian Politics, the politics of development is a remarkable matter. By the study of political science. We find that development in a country like India which 
is so varied with the operation of diverse traditions and cultures is not an easily achievable target. Consequently the politics of development acquire much meaning 
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without which an understanding of processes of change and transformation remains incompletes. Recently, India is a poor country of the world. After development, 
India is began on her independent development process. India, still remains among the largest contributors to the world’s poor. Poverty manifests itself in a terms of 
India’s death rate, unemployment, disease, illiteracy, inequality of income, population and still further in social consequence like communalism and communal violence, 
various forms crimes and corruption, terrorism and other social evils. One particular person elected as a member of parliament, other person has not opportunities to 
enjoy and participate it. In Bihar, topmost person win the election on the basis of particular parties and enjoy the whole facilities provided by the Indian constitution. 
There are all creates the social and political inequality. Through this paper, I would like to highlight the equal opportunities to all people to be a member of parliament 
and participation in Indian Politics.

Territorial identity, Inclusive development and Plain Tribal Autonomous Councils of Assam: A case study on Deori Autonomous Council
Ipsita Gogoi, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Dibrugarh University, Dibrugarh (Assam)

As India is heading towards the centenary of its independence, the government of India is targeting to reach the goal “Vikshit Bharat@2047”. However, The term 
Vikshit itself is a multidimensional and dynamic in nature also challenging. Examining the term inclusive development beyond mere text, this paper is an extensive 
examination on development among tribes of The North-East India, an integral part of the country always known as a territory of tribal concentration. The tribal group 
of Northeast has a prolong history of autonomous movement for their territorial identity and socio-economic political development. In Assam, the Government has 
signed Memorandum of Settlement with leaders of such movements to form Autonomous Councils known as categorise as Plain Tribal Autonomous Councils. Despite 
of having autonomy, the findings of this paper will contribute to the literature of inclusive development and what is the development scenario among indigenous tribes 
of Assam with a case study of Deori Autonomous Council.

PANEL - 18
GENDER ISSUES IN CONTEMPORARY INDIA

The Intersection of Caste and Gender: Challenges Faced by Dalit (Pasi) Women in Indian Politics
Dr. Santosh Kumar, Assistant Professor, Centre for Development Studies, University of Allahabad, Prayagraj (Uttar Pradesh)

Gaurav Prakash, Research Scholar, Centre for Development Studies, University of Allahabad, Prayagraj (Uttar Pradesh)

This paper examines the intersection of caste and gender in the political participation of Dalit women, with a focus on the Pasi community in India. It explores the 
dual marginalization faced by Pasi women due to their caste and gender, which significantly hinders their access to political power and representation. By analysing 
the socio-political challenges and structural barriers, the paper highlights how entrenched discrimination within both the caste system and patriarchal norms continues 
to marginalize Pasi women. It also discusses the limited effectiveness of existing policy interventions and the need for a more inclusive political framework to ensure 
meaningful participation of Dalit women in politics. The study underscores the importance of addressing both caste and gender issues simultaneously to empower Pasi 
women and enhance their role in India’s democratic processes

Stereotyping Gender Roles and Political Concerns of Women in Manipur
Adashri Moirangthem, Reseach Scholar, Department of Political Science, Manipur University, Canchipur, Imphal (Manipur)

Political philosophy historically institutionalized the notion that women belonged in the domestic sphere or had the temperament or capacity to engage in politics. The 
role of women in political theory was not challenged until the twentieth century by feminist political thinkers. Cultural perceptions of women today havve the power to 
influence women’s representation in politics at all levels, from a woman’s choice to enter politics to the selection of candidates by political parties to the decisions made 
by voters on election day. Despite being the largest democracy in the world, gender stereotypes still stand in the way of an inclusive political atmosphere in India. Gender 
stereotypes continue to obstruct Indian women’s political growth in general, even if many biases and hurdles related to gender have diminished recently. The women of 
Manipur, who are well-known for their extraordinary bravery in confronting various forms of social injustices, also face similar gender-related obstructions. The research 
will draw from the knowledge already available in this field. Gender stereotypes persist in the twenty-first century, and the state of Manipur is not an exception. More 
in-depth research is necessary to comprehend how we deal with gender stereotypes in the twenty-first century, especially female political participation and challenges.

Panchayat Women Leaders: Challenges, Opportunities, and Strategies for Success
Utkarsh Patel, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Bareilly College, Bareilly (Uttar Pradesh)

This paper examines the experiences of women leaders in rural panchayats in India, highlighting the challenges they face, opportunities they leverage, and strategies they 
employ to succeed in a patriarchal political landscape. Based on in-depth interviews and focus group discussions with women panchayat leaders across different states, 
this study reveals the complex interplay of social, cultural, and political factors that influence their leadership trajectories. Despite facing significant barriers, including 
gender bias, lack of education, and limited access to resources, women panchayat leaders have developed innovative strategies to assert their authority, build coalitions, 
and deliver development outcomes. This research identifies key factors contributing to their success, including supportive family members, mentorship, and training 
programs. The findings have important implications for policy initiatives aimed at promoting women’s political empowerment in rural India, suggesting that targeted 
interventions can enhance their effectiveness and sustainability. By amplifying the voices of women panchayat leaders, this study contributes to a deeper understanding 
of the complexities of gender and politics in rural India.

The Impact of Paid Care Work on Women in India: An Analysis
Sohini Chattopadhyay, Department of Political Science, Bhawanipur Education Society College, Kolkata (West Bengal)

The International Labour Organisation (ILO) defines care work as “consisting of activities and relations to meet the physical, psychological and emotional needs of 
adults and children, old and young, frail and able-bodied. Care workers include a wide range of workers from university professors, doctors and dentists at one end of 
the spectrum, to childcare workers and personal care workers at the other. Care workers also include domestic workers.” The International Labour Organisation report 
suggests that increasing investments in the care services sector have the potential to generate 475 million jobs globally by 2030. Presently, India’s public spending on the 
care economy is less than 1% of GDP, relatively low in comparison with other nations. However, various reports suggest that direct public investment equivalent to 2% 
of GDP can potentially generate 11 million jobs, nearly 70% of which will go to women. According to the National Sample Survey Office (NSSO) data, women constitute 
around 70% of the health and social care workforce in India. There are over 900,000 ASHA workers in India, all of whom are women. According to the International 
Labour Organization (ILO), around 80% of domestic workers in India are women. As data suggests, the role of care workers is mainly performed by women and my 
paper will assess the impact of paid care work on women and the challenges they face in performing their care role in their arena in India.

Gender Issues in Contemporary India
Dr. Manju Rani, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Govt. College, Badli (Haryana)

In contemporary India, gender issues are significant and complex. Despite improvements in laws, challenges like unequal access to education, workplace discrimination, 
and gender-based violence persist. Women’s representation in leadership roles remains low, and traditional gender roles often limit opportunities. Efforts such as the 
Beti Bachao-Beti Padhao scheme and the Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace Act aim to address these problems. However, social attitudes and systemic biases 
continue to hinder progress. Rural areas face additional challenges due to socio-economic factors, while urban areas struggle with issues like the glass ceiling and work-
life balance. For true gender equality, India needs to not only improve legal protections but also change cultural attitudes and ensure effective policy enforcement. The 
ultimate goal is to create an inclusive environment where both women and men can thrive equally, contributing to the nation’s overall development.

Gender Issues in Contemporary India
M. Aarthy, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Madurai Kamaraj University, Madurai (Tamil Nadu)
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Gender refers to the characteristics of women, men, girls and boys that are socially constructed. This includes norms Behaviours and roles associated with being a 
woman, man, girl or boy, as well as relationship with each other. Men have typically been expected to be the bread winner decision makers, and protectors of the family, 
while women have been confined to the role of caregivers, home makers, and obedient wives. These stereotypes have been perpetuated through various cultural norms, 
religious beliefs and societal expectations. Women are considered to be burden by many families and are not provided with the same rights men enjoy in society. We are 
ill-informed regarding women rights to continue age-old practice This is made worse with social menace such as the dowry system, child labour, child marriage, Gender 
based violence, work place inequality, legal barriers, and poverty are among the contemporary issues that disproportionately affect women.

 Women at the Helm of Green Path to Sustainable Development
Dr Anuranjita Wadhwa, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Bharati College, Delhi

There is a complex and interdependent link between women and the climate. The climate catastrophe is a feminist concern since it negatively affects women’s prospects 
in life Because of the negative effects it has on women’s life chances and because of societal, economic, and cultural constraints that make them more susceptible to 
climate-related tragedies. Rapid environmental changes broaden the gender-based health inequality already present and give it a new dimension. This essay examines 
the complex relationship between women and the environment, highlighting the important responsibilities they play in resource management and environmental 
conservation. It explores the idea of ecofeminism, emphasizing how women’s rights and environmental preservation connect and how both have been ignored by the 
patriarchal system. Participation of women in environmental governance is essential to ensuring an egalitarian and sustainable future. The Chipko Movement is an 
example of grassroots women taking action and standing strong and resilient as environmental fighters. Women have a major role in mitigating the climate catastrophe. 
In order to create “prosperous and just economies, and a healthy planet for future generations,” it is imperative that we invest in women and accelerate development, 
according to the 2024 International Women’s Day theme. The current study concentrates on the effects of the climate catastrophe on women and attempts to include 
women in the decision-making process for gender-responsive and transformative policies, all the while focusing on the rising trend in India’s stance of women-led 
development.

 Gender Issues in Contemporary India 
 Bhumika Anil Jekte, Student, D. G. Ruparel College of Arts, Science and Commerce, Mumbai (Maharashtra) 

Gender issue is socio - economic in nature, which refers to the socially constrained characteristics of women and men - such as behaviour, norms, roles, relationship 
between Men and women, access to and control over resources, division of labour, their needs and difficulties. The research broadly focuses on the contemporary 
issues of gender inequality/ discrimination faced in India and at global level by different sections of the society which include Women, Men, Children, Transgender. 
The research ought to throw light on the roots of Gender issues in patriarchal society of India, and all over the globe as well. The impacts or causes which it has on the 
society as a whole in recent times i.e increase in heinous crimes towards vulnerable sections of the society, poverty, uneven access to education, wage gap, workplace 
issues, inaccessible health facilities and economic growth, gender violence, lack of awareness, discrimination, inequality, recent status of sexual harassment and violence 
against women. Struggles associated with gender issues. Role of feminism of Simon de Beauvoir n world perspective. Contribution of India’s first female sociologist 
Irawati Karve in feminism of India. Contribution of Warren Farrell in men’s right movement, etc. Most significantly the role of International Human Rights Commission, 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Office of United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, etc. In elimination of gender issues. After all, India’s place in 
global gender gap index. Provisions made in Indian Constitution for improving the status of women and children and different sections and promoting equality, policies 
associated, Laws made and reforms needed in stringent implementation and application of laws to prevent heinous crimes towards Women’s, Men’s, Children’s and 
transgender.

Decoding Intersectionality and Gender: Addressing Compounded Inequalities in Contemporary India
Chethana V, Teaching Assistant, Centre for Research in Social Sciences and Education, JAIN, Deemed-to-be University, Bengaluru (Karnataka)

The paper attempts to examine the concept of intersectionality within the context of gender issues in contemporary India with a focus on women. Intersectionality, 
a framework introduced by Kimberlé Crenshaw, helps to understand how overlapping forms of discrimination—such as those based on gender, caste, class, religion, 
et cetera—compound to create unique experiences of marginalization and peripheralization. The study, deriving its fundamental understanding from theoretical 
underpinnings of intersectionality, delves into decoding its relevance in the Indian socio-cultural and economic landscape, where deep-rooted hierarchies exacerbate 
gender inequalities. It attempts to highlight key areas of compounded inequalities, and, how and why gender acts as a catalyst in exacerbating them. The analysis also 
attempts to encapsulate a case study of women who work as domestic help in Bengaluru’s urban areas by conducting a short survey of their experiences in this context 
which includes also looking at power dynamics and the proliferation of justice in their personal spaces. The paper concludes by offering policy recommendations, 
advocating for intersectional approaches to legal protections, inclusive development programs, and data-driven research. As India approaches its centenary in 2047, 
addressing these compounded inequalities is crucial such that everyone can fully participate in the nation’s development. 

 Gender-Driven Development in Tamil Nadu: A Political Perspective on Women’s Empowerment and Social Welfare
Gokul K, Junior Research Fellow, Department of Politics and Public Administration, University of Madras, Chennai (Tamil Nadu) 

Dr. S. Parthiban, Assistant Professor, Department of Politics and Public Administration, University of Madras, Chennai (Tamil Nadu) 

This study examines how politics in Tamil Nadu has seeped into gender-sensitive development in a mechanism of bottom-up public action. It will explore how the 
Indian state of Tamil Nadu exemplifies state-led development to empower women and steer social welfare. In particular, it extracts the role of political leaders on the 
implementation of gender-based welfare policies and programmes such as Self-Help Groups (SHGs), Maternity Benefit Schemes and the reservation of 33 per cent 
positions in local governance. The study will adopt a qualitative approach by researching textual and ethnographic data from case studies, various news articles and 
policy notes. It will examine the success and setbacks of these policies and programmes by probing into their political economy, and in turn, evaluating the effectiveness 
of such policies. This study will dive into a closer look at how political will and determination influenced state-led development. We contend that political parties’ 
different views on gender politics can have implications on state-led commitments, which on the whole influence the lives of women positively or negatively. We 
envision that Tamil Nadu becomes an exemplary case to modify and refine our understanding of gender and development in the Indian context, and give insights to be 
taken elsewhere. This study documents the ‘success story’ by examining the evidence-based data of developmental success connected to a political leader’s reformist 
policy, which underscores the importance of political will in redressing inequality and empowering women, thereby learning lessons from best practice.

 Urban Household Water from Gender Perspective: Field Insights
Ivy Dhar, Assistant Professor, School of Development Studies, Dr. B.R Ambedkar University, Delhi 

Gender equality is at the forefront of aims in the landscape of development of India and it is realised that women’s full participation is what will ensure the change. While 
education and health carry seeds of change, aspects of water cannot be left behind. There is a large body of existing work that has intricately analysed that gender and 
water intersect. By this nature of inquiry, the most commonly upheld narrative is that fetching water is a woman’s responsibility in Indian households that lack water 
sources within premises. The daily drudgery that women face interferes with opportunity costs and as a result, the woman, her family, and the community at large suffer. 
This paper discusses water-specific domestic roles by drawing upon the experiences of women in Delhi’s informal settlements. Drawing upon scholarly debates on the 
gender dimensions of water poverty, brings field insights on the challenges of urban water availability, the domesticity of women and explores the close relationship 
with social contestations. Placing gender issues at the core, it argues that the politics of access to water is a perennial urban conundrum that demands policy attention.

 Gender Dynamics in the 2024 India Election: Political Ascendancy or Tokenism?
Kanchan Joshi, Research Scholar, Dept. of Political Science, Kumaun University, Nainital (Uttarakhand)

This paper explores the gender dynamics in the 2024 India election, focusing on whether the increased visibility of women candidates signifies genuine political 
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ascendancy or mere tokenism. Utilizing a comprehensive content analysis approach, the study examines representations of women in various media outlets, political 
party manifestos, and social media platforms. The analysis reveals the narratives, themes, and patterns that shape public perceptions of women’s political participation. 
Findings suggest a complex interplay between empowerment and tokenism, highlighting both progressive portrayals and persistent stereotypes. This study contributes to 
the understanding of gender dynamics in Indian politics, emphasizing the need for deeper structural changes to achieve true gender equality in political representation.

Feminist Social Movements and Digital Spaces
Neha Pravin Shilwant, Research Scholar, Department of Civics and Politics, University of Mumbai, Mumbai (Maharashtra)

Dr. Priya Mital, Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, Bhavan’s H. Somani College, Chowpatty, Mumbai (Maharashtra)

The paper examines how the emergence of new digital communication technologies and social media has affected feminist social movements in India. It then shows 
how the fourth wave of feminism is essentially a feminist movement in digital spaces and highlights some specific movements in India that gained significance due to 
the presence of social media. This paper further seeks to address the challenges that feminist social movements faced with regard to women’s access and participation in 
social media and the reason for their limited presence in these spaces. It also delves into the issue of harassment that women face on social media. The paper concludes 
that the digital divide needs to be addressed in order to reach out to women at the grassroots level which in turn could lead to making feminist movements more inclusive 
and intersectional.

 Gender Issues in Viksit Bharat: An Overview
Dr. G.P. Sudha, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science and Public Administration, Dr. M.G.R. Educational and Research Institute, Chennai (Tamil Nadu)

Gender continues to be a crucial although mainly disregarded prism through which to evaluate global development concerns. Since the United Nations officially declared 
March 8th to be International Women’s Day, 42 years ago, the feminist movement has seen a significant shift. This collection of gendered learning outcomes, which 
emerged from Brookings India’s previous research on political economy, financial inclusion, and health, spans several important subjects for public policy in India and 
was released on the occasion of International Women’s Day in 2017, but according to the 2011 Census, India’s child sex ratio is 918 girls for every 1000 boys among 
children aged 0 to 6. This figure speaks for itself, highlighting the need for quick fixes that get to the root of gender inequality. Discrimination against girls begins even 
before they are born. She is kept from being born in many cases. The girl kid is viewed as an inconvenience. She frequently lacks the fundamental rights and equitable 
chances needed to have a healthy childhood and adult life. In order to effectively address gender disparity, address its linked causes and seek to implement long-lasting 
change patterns that will ultimately result in its eradication. Findings of the study is educating people about gender prejudice and child rights is the first step towards 
questioning society norms. Encouraging equitable chances for school, work, and leadership positions can ultimately enable disadvantaged and socially marginalized 
women to flourish in all facets of their lives. Encouraging female education is essential to ending the gender inequality loop. Strict child protection regulations also 
need to be implemented in order to stop violence and discrimination against girls. This paper elaborates on the government initiatives to prevent gender inequality. The 
methodology of the study, is analytical and descriptive based on the primary and secondary data.

 Gender Issues in Contemporary India 
Swati Kumari, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Patliputra University, Patna (Bihar)

Since ancient time in India Women’s were getting respect from our Society. Even Name of Gods is being started with female God before the Male God for example 
Sita-Ram, Radhey-Shyam, Gauri-Shankar. But in contemporary India still Males are being the Power factor of the Female. Gender inequality persists in high level in 
Rural and comparatively less in Urban India. Although so many efforts taken by government to change the difference of Gender inequality, and gradually it impacts 
decreasing the Gap, But, when awareness will come on family and society level it will impact more. Now a days, women are also involving and joining different private 
and Government Sectors, Taking Parts in Politics and development sectors but after more awareness in women’s it will overcome the gender issues in Contemporary 
India. So first understand the impacting factors of gender issue then trying to find the solution, and need to implement 1st Social level than state Level. After that in result 
we will get minimum Gender issue in Contemporary India. 

Transgenders’ Representation in Indian Politics: Post 1990s Era
Vanshika, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Bareilly College, Bareilly (Uttar Pradesh) 

Prof. Manmeet Kaur, Department of Political Science, Bareilly College, Bareilly (Uttar Pradesh) 

This research explores the representation of transgender individuals in Indian politics, focusing on the post-1990s era as the period has witnessed significant socio-
political changes. While significant progress has been made in recognizing LGBTQ+ rights through legal advancements like the Transgender Persons (Protection of 
Rights) Act, 2019, and the decriminalization of homosexuality, political representation remains an underexplored aspect of inclusion. This study aims to uncover the 
dynamics of transgender political participation, identifying the challenges and opportunities that shape their representation in governance. The study also delves into the 
evolution of transgender representation in Indian politics, focusing on key milestones, challenges, and the socio-political impact in their participation. Through a mixed-
methods approach, combining quantitative data on electoral participation and qualitative insights by focusing on the lives of some transgenders who are active in politics 
or have been active at some point of time in their lives. The findings will contribute to a deeper understanding of the factors influencing transgender representation in 
politics and offer policy recommendations to enhance their participation, ultimately fostering a more inclusive and diverse political landscape in India.

Decline of Ethics in Female Bureaucrats- Reasons and Remedies
Ms Arpita Choudhary, Research Scholar, Public Administration, MGSU, Bikaner (Rajasthan)

Ethics are set of moral principles and values which enables the person in authority or the institution in authority to act unbiased towards the public good. Ethics being 
a potent tool for having a strong representative democracy and a moral line of bureaucrats, have been challenged and restructured timely according to need of the hour. 
The integrity of bureaucrats is being dissolved in the need of power and materialistic rewards. The recent scenario regarding ethics in bureaucrats especially women 
bureaucrats is a matter of concern. The key objective of this paper is to identify the reasons and remedies for decline of ethics in women bureaucrats.

Peace, Security, and Diplomacy: The Contribution of Indian Women in UN Missions
Shilpa, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Panjab University, Chandigarh

The adoption of the Women, Peace, and Security (WPS) agenda at the United Nations called for gender mainstreaming in the policies and actions of peacekeeping 
missions. This agenda recognises the critical role of women in achieving global peace. India has a long history of involvement in UN peacekeeping missions, with 
many Indian men and women serving under the blue helmets. This assessment also delves into India’s share of troops, resources, and logistical support, providing 
a comprehensive overview of its participation in maintaining peace and stability across conflict-ridden regions. Through qualitative analysis, this paper studies the 
contributions made by Indian women under the United Nations flagship. It explores the roles these women play, their experiences while serving, and how they bring a 
gendered perspective to the security realm. The findings suggest that Indian women have positively contributed to these missions. The study particularly focuses on the 
gender aspect of these missions, shedding light on the stories of women peacekeepers who have exhibited courage and resilience in challenging environments.

Bridging Gaps in Human Rights: Exploring Transgender Scenario Within the Framework of Gender Issues in India
Prof. Naved Jamal, Professor, Department of Political Science, Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi

Varsha Gaur, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi

Today’s Indian gender issues are neither wholly progressive nor entirely regressive; they are conditioned by tradition and change. Even though the improvement in 
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the numerical strength of women has really borne fruit in the right directions, the country is not without some of these odds. Gender Pay gaps or general employment 
discriminations on the basis of gender, education intolerances and political restrictions particularly on the transgender community. This paper discusses the issues 
affecting the Transgender persons in India such as discrimination, lack of legal right and civil liberty, abuse in Their right for this healthcare and inadequate employment. 
It is evident from the landmark ruling of the 2014 Supreme Court ruling that recognized the transgender persons as the third gender; nevertheless, there has been poor 
formulation of policies regarding the support of this type of a community. As a result of social acceptance, most of the transgender persons still suffer from stigma and 
being rejected in the society. Some of the practical attempts are the introduction of new bills and amendments including Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) 
Act, 2019 and social movements that fight for women’s and trans’ rights at the same time. Although these initiative poses signify social progress, attitudes of society 
and institutional lag poses hurdles. Social and cultural reforms in India to bring in gender equality are a long and complex process that need to address stereotyping 
of gender roles as well as women being discriminated in matters of employment, safety, property rights among other issues that help in availing equal rights for equal 
beings, irrespective of the biological gender. Viksit Bharat with vision of India @100 is now carrying a very big responsibility to make India even more incredible, more 
inclusive and less inequal.

 Gender Issues in Contemporary India: Myth vs Reality and Responsibility
Kangkana Talukdar, Assistant Professor, Government Model College, Bilasipara (Assam) 

Gender issues include all the problems, questions, aspects and concerns related to men and women’s lives and their interactions with each other in society. It includes 
how men and women are different in their access to resources, their activities and how they respond to changes, policies and interventions. Ultimately, gender issues can 
refer to the interrelationship as well as differences between men and women, how they are treated differently. At present scenario, women are performing well in different 
spheres of activities. Still most Indian women are facing gender issues which can hinder economic growth, promote gender inequality and prevent peace and security. As 
per the UNDP report on Gender Inequality Index (GII) India ranks 122 out of 191 countries in 2021. Only 29%of Indian women in 2011 above the age of 15 were part 
of the labour force as compared to 80.7% of men. Only 10.9% lawmakers are women in Indian parliament. Every day 39 thousand girls are forced into early marriage. 
Hence, gender issues are important to discuss to dispel the myth and examine the harsh realities facing Indian women today because gender inequality remains a pressing 
concern in India despite the significant steps taken towards women empowerment.

The Evolving Landscape of Women’s Rights in India: A Continuing Journey
Prof. Vandana Upreti, Department of Political Science, N.S.N. P.G. College, Lucknow (Uttar Pradesh)

The Indian Constitution provides women with fundamental rights that guarantee equality and legal empowerment. These rights include the right to self-defence, the 
right to equal pay, the right to dignity and decency, the right to work without discrimination, the right to prevent domestic abuse, the right to free legal representation, 
and the right to maintenance. Given the social and economic circumstances of women in the nation, this paper focusses on the arduous process of granting them rights. 
The Bengal Stage Revolution was the first attempt to elevate women’s status in Indian culture, as is well known, since women’s subjection persisted throughout the 
early modern era of history during the administration of the East India Company. The history of women’s rights continues to this day, as seen by the Indian constitution. 
This paper also discusses the current situation, emphasising advancements in the workforce and areas such as government initiative participation. The analysis looks at 
how women’s rights have changed over time, highlighting significant victories, and highlighting the need for ongoing work to address persistent problems and advance 
a more just society. 

Women and Girls: The Silent Sufferers of Climate Change
Vaishali Jain, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Kurukshetra University, Kurukshetra (Haryana)

 Climate change, a global phenomenon caused by both natural and anthropogenic actions, has the potential to negatively affect human well-being in 
various ways. Climate change has an unequal impact, with women and girls being affected to a greater extent in terms of their lifestyles and means of making a 
living. Climate change presents a peril to the rights of women and girls, resulting in problems such as gender-based violence and exploitation, including human 
trafficking, forced migration and displacement, childhood marriage, disrupted access to school, scarcity of food and water, economic instability, and health concerns. 
This research elucidates the phenomena of climate change and its relationship with women in several situations, including socio-economic vulnerability, health, 
and well-being. The United Nations is playing a vital role in helping and supporting women in this particular context. This study aims to examine the various 
mechanisms and initiatives adopted by the United Nations to address the issues experienced by women and girls. Women play a vital role in facilitating change and 
are indispensable for its occurrence. The study tends to investigate the reasons and methods by which women contribute significantly to combating climate change. 
Hence, it is crucial to analyse the vulnerability of women and girls to climate change as women and girls is that segment of the world who bear the impacts of climate 
change more.

The Fate of Dalit Women in India: An Intersectional Approach 
Ms. Kiran, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Central University of Haryana, Mahendragarh (Haryana)

In his seminal work, “Discourse on the Origin of Inequality,” esteemed scholar J.J. Rousseau delineated the dual forms of inequality prevalent in society: natural and man-
made. The convergence of these two types of inequalities engenders a complex terrain of hierarchical structures, discriminatory practices, and social marginalization. 
Gender emerged to be one such basis of natural discrimination, while caste is a constructed source of inequality in India. The intersectionality of these intersecting axes of 
inequality gives rise to a layered and fragmented hierarchy for certain sections. The secondary position of women in India is quite evident but when the gender intersects 
with the hierarchical caste system it creates a unique set of experiences for the Dalit women. The caste system in India serves as a mechanism for hierarchical social 
relations, positioning Dalits at the lower rungs of society. They exist outside the dominant cultural framework of society and are positioned in the lower rung within the 
hierarchically structured social relations. But when it comes to women within the Dalit fold they need special consideration as they face double marginalization because 
of their gender and caste identity hence extreme social exclusion which led to the deprivation of resources and their rights in many other spheres as well. In the given 
context, the proposed chapter explores the nuanced ways in which Dalit women are doubly marginalized, facing systemic barriers in accessing resources, rights, and 
opportunities.

Gender Inclusive Policing: Impediments and Recommendations
Manpreet Kaur, Junior Research Fellow, Department of Sociology, Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar (Punjab)

The police profession has traditionally been viewed as a masculine occupation as it is mostly dominated by men and is symbolized for having masculine attributes. These 
attributes stand in stark contrast to the feminine attributes of women, in which they have been socio-psychologically conditioned since birth. The number of women 
entering this field has increased due to factors like globalization, modern education, and changes in the sociocultural environment during the late 19th century. Although 
the number of them working as police personnel has grown, they still face a variety of obstacles in terms of getting hired, surviving, and getting promoted. Their issues 
become more severe in patriarchal set up of Punjab, which marginalises the role of women in productive works. Thus, in such a social environment the entry and survival 
of women in a masculine profession like policing becomes more challenging. Further, the difficulties encountered by policewomen and their relatively less number in 
this field demonstrates the ineffectiveness of policies to make police service more gender inclusive. This paper examines the position and challenges of policewomen in 
male dominant profession within India with special emphasis on Punjab, on the basis of secondary and primary data.

Women Trafficking and Violations of Women Rights with Special Reference to North Eastern State of Assam
Monoranjan Neog, Research Scholar, North Lakhimpur University, Lakhimpur (Assam)

Bonti Hazarika, Assistant Professor, M.N.C Balika Mahavidyalaya, Nalbari (Assam)

Over the centuries, women have been constant victims of diverse forms of social evil including trafficking, resulting in the gross infringement of the rights of the 
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women. The increasing media reports on trafficking of women in the north eastern state of Assam in recent years deserve close attention from both researcher’s points 
of view and the policy level intervention of the larger community along with the government. Large number of factors are promoting the state as one of the hotspot of 
women trafficking in India. The state has been witnessing various forms of trafficking. Consequently, the rights of traffic victim women are grossly violated. Despite the 
stringent actions by the state government to combat this inhuman, treacherous evil in the state, the cases of trafficking in women are rising abruptly. Hence, this study 
makes an attempt to analyze women’s trafficking and violations of women’s rights with special reference to the north-eastern state of Assam with the help of historical 
and descriptive method. 

Women’s Experiences in the Criminal Justice System: Addressing Unmet Needs and Implementing Gender-Sensitive Programs
Nazneen Sultana, Research Scholar, North Eastern Hill University, Shillong (Meghalaya)

The rate of women’s incarceration has surged significantly in recent decades, yet criminological research often relies on frameworks designed for understanding male 
criminality. It’s essential to recognize that studying crime through a gendered lens is crucial, not just in terms of the differences in crime rates between men and women, 
but also in understanding the distinct pathways that lead to offending and incarceration for each gender. Women prisoners, due to their gender, continue to experience 
disproportionate victimization within prison environments. Additionally, the criminal justice system, which is predominantly male-oriented, frequently neglects the 
unique needs of female inmates, failing to adequately address the challenges they face. given the limited criminological research focused on women, this paper seeks to 
explore the interaction between women and the criminal justice system. By analyzing empirical evidence gathered through field surveys, this article aims to highlight the 
discrimination women offenders face and propose gender-responsive measures to improve their conditions within the criminal justice framework. 

Conditions of Old Age Women in Public and Private Old Age Homes: A Study of Amritsar City of Punjab
Ramandeep Kaur, Research Fellow, Department of Political Science, Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar (Punjab)

The article primarily deals with the condition of old age women in public and private old age homes in Amritsar City of Punjab. The study is multidisciplinary in nature 
and has been conducted from the sociological, economic and human rights perspectives. The study has been conducted through empirical observation approach while 
applying methods such as scheduled and unscheduled interviews. Snowball Sampling and Accidental Sampling techniques were used. The primary aims of the study 
are firstly to examine the physical and mental conditions of elderly women in both settings. Secondly, women from different social, cultural and financial backgrounds 
have adapted to such an environment. Thirdly, how these two settings assist the old-age women in providing comfort. The study reveals that in society being a woman, 
it is impossible for them to stay away from the family at this phase of life. Therefore, it becomes imperative to conduct a study on these old age homes to determine how 
they leg up these destitute women where they have no one to be taken care of.

Political Participation of Women in Village Council-A Study of Mizoram
Rebecca Lalrindiki, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Govt. Mizoram Law College, Aizawl (Mizoram)

Political participation and representation of women is still very less in Mizo society. Although the Constitution of India guarantees equality and prohibits discrimination 
on the ground of sex, religion, caste, race etc yet the patriarchal values that has been there still influence the involvement of women in politics. The participation of 
women in the Village councils administration is one important indicators of the status of women and the State at large. This study focussed on the participation and 
involvement of women in the Village council election in Mizoram and the observation on the laws and other factors for their participation.

Women Empowerment and Self -Help Groups in India
Dr. Rohini, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Thakur Prasad College, Madhepura (Bihar)

Empowerment means a process through the women able to “take control and ownership of their choices”. In other words, it can be said that it is a process that makes 
women able to take their decision. It is said that “women’s empowerment is a process in which women increase their choice and freedom to participate, negotiate, 
influence and hold accountable institutions that affect their lives is a step in the right direction.” As the world Bank says that women’s empowerment should be given 
more importance. It is said that “women’s empowerment is a process in which women increase their choice and freedom to participate, negotiate, influence and hold 
accountable institutions that effect their lives is a step in the right direction.” Self-Help Groups are voluntary groups of poor people who tries to solve their problems 
basically economic problems collectively on the basis of ‘self -help and community action.’ This paper analyses how much the Self -Help Groups has empowered the 
women? It not only provides them financial assistance but also upgrade their social status. It provides various kinds of entrepreneurship and financial supports. So, it can 
be said that SHGs can be perceived as “communities for women”, that gives social identity to its members. 

The Struggles of Slum Women in India: Gender, Health, and Access to Services
Rumi Basak, Student, Department of Histroy, Jadavpur University, Kolkata (West Bengal) 

Sudipto Mondal, Doctoral Student, Department of Politics and International Studies, Pondicherry University, Puduchery

The health of women living in slums is a multifaceted issue encompassing physical, mental, and social well-being. In the past, women’s health has mainly been 
associated with reproductive health, but a comprehensive approach to the health of slum women includes maternal health, mental health, chronic diseases, and access 
to healthcare. It is crucial for women to have fair and suitable healthcare to enhance their well-being on both an individual and community level. This article delves into 
the fundamental aspects of women’s health, specifically focusing on the challenges women face in accessing healthcare in low-resource areas. Pregnancy, childbirth, 
and women’s health, including mental health and management of chronic diseases, should be global priorities. Women face gender-based disadvantages due to limited 
healthcare access, lower socioeconomic status, and social stigma. The article highlights the importance of taking a comprehensive approach to addressing the health 
needs of women living in slums. This approach should not only focus on improving healthcare, but also on implementing policies to address issues of gender inequality, 
providing educational opportunities, and increasing access to social services. Healthcare systems need to prioritize both prevention and treatment, and provide women 
with the resources and support needed to truly enhance women’s health initiatives. Furthermore, the article will also explore the important role women play in women’s 
health programs in underserved communities. Overall, the emphasis is on framing women’s health from a holistic perspective.

Overcoming Adversity: The Struggles of Transgender Community in India
Dr. Sharmila Das, Researcher, Land Conflict Watch

The transgender community in India has long been subjected to marginalisation and discrimination across social, economic, and political spheres. Transgender 
individuals are often perceived as abnormal or deviant, facing frequent physical, emotional, and sexual violence. Many incidents go unreported due to fears of retaliation 
or the lack of adequate legal recognition. Approximately 80% of transgender people in India are forced into sex work or begging, with many experiencing gender-based 
violence and abuse. Their childhoods are often fraught with hardship, and they encounter significant challenges in adulthood. Activists highlight that they face pervasive 
discrimination in education and employment, and obtaining essential identity documents such as passports, voter IDs, and driving licenses remains difficult. Although the 
treatment of transgender individuals in India has been a matter of concern for years, recent developments and policy changes have begun to influence the community’s 
situation. This paper will shed light on the challenges the community encounters in their quest for equality.

The Vision of Viksit Bharat in the Context of Achieving Gender Equality by 2047
Ms. Sowmya N S, Assistant Professor, BGS College of Education, Adichunchanagiri Univeristy, Mandya (Karnataka)

The vision of Viksit Bharat is a comprehensive and ambitious plan that aims to transform India into a global powerhouse by harnessing its potential and leveraging 
technology and innovation. The developmental view of India encompasses a multifaceted analysis of its economic growth, technological advancements, and social 
progress. Gender equality is an important dimension of the National Development view of India. The National Policy for the Empowerment of Women (NPEW) has been 
pondering upon either to seek collaborations or contradictions among the various stakeholders of the society. The underlying causes of gender inequality are related to 
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social and economic structure, which is based on informal and formal norms and practices. Consequently, the access of women particularly those belonging to weaker 
sections including Scheduled Castes/Scheduled Tribes/ Other backward Classes and minorities, majority of whom are in the rural areas and in the informal, unorganized 
sector - to education, health and productive resources, among others, is inadequate. This article seeks to reflect on the way forward to address gender equality in India’s 
efforts to achieve the goal of Viksit Bharat by 2047.

Navigating Gender Issues in Contemporary India: Challenges, Progress and Future Directions
Dr. T. Ambika, Assistant Professor, School of Law, Sathyabama Institute of Science and Technology, Chennai (Tamil Nadu) 

MS. Bharathi R J, B.A.LL.B., (Hons.), School of law, Sathyabama Institute of Science and Technology, Chennai (Tamil Nadu) 

This study delves into the changing terrain of gender concerns in present-day India, examining the diverse obstacles, notable advancements, and prospective paths 
towards gender parity. Even with constitutional guarantees and modern legal systems in place, gender-based discrimination continues to be prevalent in multiple areas 
like education, employment, healthcare, and politics. The study investigates obstacles to gender equality, like patriarchal customs, gender violence, and caregiving 
differences, while showcasing advancements with legal changes, court decisions, and community initiatives. The paper specifically examines significant legal cases and 
policy revisions that have influenced discussions on gender in India, such as the abolition of Section 377, the acknowledgment of transgender rights, and the introduction 
of gender quotas in political representation. Additionally, it evaluates the effects of recent government efforts focused on empowering women and advancing gender 
equality, such as the Beti Bachao Beti Padhao program and the Maternity Benefit (Amendment) Act. This in-depth research strives to add to the current discussion on 
gender equality in India by offering a detailed insight into the challenges and suggesting practical suggestions for building a fairer and more inclusive community.

India’s Women Reservation Act, 2023: Challenges and Opportunities
Tayenjam Priyokumar Singh, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Shivaji College, Delhi

The Women Reservation Act of 2023, recently passed in India, is a groundbreaking piece of legislation. It aims to address the long-standing issue of gender imbalance 
in India’s political representation. The Act reserves 33 percent of seats for women in legislative bodies (State Legislative Assembly and Parliament). Its goal is to not 
only increase women’s participation in politics but also to influence the development priorities and concerns that have historically been overlooked in a male-dominated 
political landscape. It introduces opportunities for political empowerment but also notable challenges related to the effective integration of women into existing political 
structures, which have often been resistant to change and slow to adapt to the evolving needs of a diverse populace. It is believed that a more balanced representation of 
women in decision-making bodies will lead to a greater emphasis on development priorities and concerns that are unique to women’s experiences. This notion is rooted 
in the belief that women, as a distinct social group, have different perspectives, priorities, and concerns that have been historically underrepresented in the political arena. 
In this context, this paper explores how the introduction of reservations for women in legislative assemblies may foster a political environment that is more empathetic 
and responsive to women’s issues, thereby challenging the neglect of their interests and needs in policy-making processes.

Digital Divide and Educational Access: The Case of Muslim Women in India 
Umesh Chandra Nayak, Research scholar, Dept of Public Administration, Utkal university, Bhubaneswar (Odisha)

Prof. Swarnamayee Tripathy, Professor, Dept of Public Administration, Utkal University, Bhubaneswar (Odisha)

This research explores the impact of the digital divide on educational access for Muslim women in India. Using secondary data from national surveys, government 
reports, and academic studies, the study identifies significant barriers to technology access, including economic constraints, socio-cultural norms, and low levels of 
digital literacy. The study is situated within the broader vision of “Viksit Bharat 2047,” which aims to create a developed and inclusive India by 2047. The findings 
reveal that a substantial proportion of Muslim women, particularly in rural areas, face difficulties in accessing the internet and digital learning resources, which adversely 
affects their educational opportunities. Economic limitations, cultural attitudes restricting women’s use of technology, and inadequate infrastructure contribute to these 
challenges. The study concludes with recommendations for policy interventions to address these issues, such as subsidizing technology costs, expanding digital literacy 
programs, and increasing the availability of public internet access points. These measures aim to bridge the digital divide and enhance educational outcomes for Muslim 
women, providing valuable insights for policymakers, educators, and community leaders striving to promote digital inclusion and educational equity.

The Gender Issue of Digital Exclusion: How Women are Left Out of Organizational Decision-Making
Warisha Shafeeq, Department of political Science, Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh (Uttar Pradesh)

Yasir Mumtaz Ansari, Department of Political Science, Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh (Uttar Pradesh)

The gender digital divide in India severely affects women’s participation in organizational decision-making. This study explores how limited access to technology 
and digital skills hinders women’s ability to contribute effectively to leadership and governance processes. The digital divide exacerbates existing gender inequalities, 
limiting women’s access to information, networking opportunities, and decision-making platforms. This exclusion has far-reaching consequences for organizational 
development, leading to a loss of diverse perspectives and insights. To address this issue, organizations must prioritize initiatives to bridge the gender digital divide. 
This includes providing women with access to technology training, affordable internet connectivity, and digital literacy programs. Additionally, organizations should 
implement policies and practices that promote gender equality in leadership and decision-making roles. By investing in women’s digital empowerment, organizations 
can create more inclusive and innovative workplaces that benefit from the full participation of all employees. This paper will delve into the critical issue of digital 
exclusion, particularly as it disproportionately affects women. By defining digital exclusion and its implications, we will explore the gender disparity in digital access 
and its direct connection to women’s participation in organizational decision-making. The paper will examine the barriers women face in accessing digital technology, 
its impact on their professional growth, and the subsequent consequences for organizational decision-making. Finally, we will discuss strategies to bridge the gender 
digital divide and ensure that women have equal opportunities to participate in leadership and governance processes.

From Margins to Mainstream: The Legislative Journey of Marginalized Women in India
Priyanka Singh, Research Scholar, CSSEIP, SSS, JNU, New Delhi

The path of inclusion of marginalised women in the Indian legislature through the reservation policy is a crucial development in India’s democratic framework. 
Marginalised women belonging to Dalit, Adivasi, minority and economically disadvantaged groups have faced significant barriers to political participation in the past, 
resulting in their under-representation in legislative bodies. The reservation of seats for marginalised women in the Indian legislature is essential to social inclusion 
and empowerment. This paper examines the journey of marginalised women in Indian politics, focusing on the impact of reservation policy on their representation and 
participation in decision-making processes. It looks at the historical context of gender inequality in politics, the rationale behind reservation policy and the challenges 
marginalised women face in the legislature, such as policy changes that address gender inequalities and the amplification of women’s voice in government and examines 
the evolution of policies and efforts to close this gap and emphasizes the need for legislative caveats to achieve equal representation. Through a comprehensive analysis, 
this study highlights the importance of promoting diversity and inclusivity in legislative bodies for a more equitable society. 

Reimagining Indian Feminism: Decolonial Praxis and Indigenous Standpoints
Aiman Urooj, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, University of Delhi, Delhi 

This paper critically examines the dominant impact of Western feminist frameworks on Indian feminism, highlighting a disconnect between feminist theory and the 
lived realities of Indian women. It argues that Western feminist approaches, rooted in individualism and rights-based paradigms, are inadequate to address the gender 
dynamics within India’s diverse socio-cultural landscape. Theoretically, employing Gayatri Spivak’s Postcolonial feminist framework, the paper explores how the voices 
and agency of Indian women have been silenced historically, particularly those from indigenous and lower-caste communities, resulting in their double marginalization 
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.Through examples like the All India Dalit Women’s Rights Forum, Soni Sori’s activism, the Chipko Movement, and the Narmada Bachao Andolan, the paper identifies 
how indigenous feminist struggles have their own standpoint beyond the ‘Core’ recognized feminists agendas. It highlights the need to decolonize Indian feminist 
thought by integrating indigenous perspectives on gender equality, grounded in communal harmony and collective well-being. This approach produces new geopolitics 
of knowledge, focusing on gendered colonial differences unique to the Indian experience, and advocates for a more inclusive and equitable feminist movement in India, 
fostering a just and egalitarian society.

Human Rights and Transgender Inclusion: Striving for Equality in Society
Dr. Jaganath. R, Assistant Professor of Political Science, Crescent School of Law, Chennai (Tamil Nadu)

B.S. Abdur Rahman, Crescent Institute of Science & Technology, Chennai (Tamil Nadu)

The goal of development in the modern era has articulated the role of liberal society based on democracy and social justice. It is a matter of gratification that today India 
is experiencing fundamental changes ensuing tremendous improvements in diverse sectors. India has also established itself in numerous fields resulting in the national 
economic growth and comprehensive advancement. However, this dramatic acceleration of development has not proved successful in bringing about the required 
changes in a few areas; one of them is the rights of transgender in India, especially the required social inclusion of transgender. Despite the humungous number, the 
existing international and national legislations fall short to concentrate and find the way out for the predicament of transgender in India which presently reflects as a mark 
towards dampening the spirit of rule of law in the country. Despite the overwhelming significance of the human rights and modern civilization the violations against 
the transgender have not been curtailed as required in the present era. In the civilized and democratic societies, law is extremely essential for appropriate conduct of 
individuals and good governance in the State. Universal Declaration of Human Rights is one of the most prominent and inspirational documents which embodies the 
protection to individuals cherishing the inherent dignity of human beings reassuring the inalienable right to equal protection as the germinal determinant of justice. Under 
the umbrella of the international instruments the Indian Constitution also guarantees array of rights for individuals, which are embodied in Part III as fundamental rights. 
Nonetheless, it is disheartening to accept that despite the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the Constitutional law, the rights of LGBT are neither protected nor 
secured in India. However, recently the recognition of transgender as a ‘third gender’ by the Supreme Court is certainly a silver lining on the dark cloud. There is need 
to have specific rights in Statutes defining and protecting rights of individuals apart from sexual orientation. Inclusion of transgender in the mainstream will help them 
to cultivate optimistic attitudes and self-confidence which will bestow immense strength and ability to counter the social barriers and will also augment their efficiency 
in this technological era. The solution of such multidimensional problems does not lie only in framing of laws and delivering landmark judgments, but it requires skilful 
drafting of welfare policies, appropriate implementation of such policies by the State and unconditional enthusiastic acceptance of transgender by the members of the 
society. This research paper aims to shed vivid light on the significance and need of social inclusion of transgender with immense necessity of welfare schemes and 
policies for transgender in India. It also critically evaluates the present scenario of lack of legal provisions and existing discrimination against transgender in the society. 
The paper is concluded with a few recommendations to craft skilful measures and implement the same with immaculate perfection and also puts forth the immense need 
of indiscriminate social inclusion of transgender in the mainstream of the society.

Gender Issues in Contemporary India: Constitutional Provisions
Dr. Sazda Khatoon, Fatima Nagar, Dipatoli Pundag, Ranchi (Jharkhand)

Gender issues based on social and gender equity are interdisciplinary and cross national in nature. It refers to the qualitative and interdependent to the character of 
women’s and men’s position in the society. Gender relations are constituted in terms the relations of power and dominance that structure of life chances of men and 
women. Gender division of labour which is rooted in the conditions of production and reproduction and is reinforced by the cultural, religious and ideological system 
prevailing in the society. India which is included in the world’s largest democratic country, where participation in politics of women and men is a positive effort. Gender 
equality is essential for the development of society. In the Indian constitution Article 15 there is provision of Right To Equality but there is also society that not consists of 
male and female only but also a third category that is transgender. This article presents that gender is socially constructed and that difference between male and female are 
produced by social experience rather biologically and how Indian Constitution upholds the principle of Gender Equity. Women studies first emerged in India during 1970 
as a forceful critique of the processes that make women invisible in the development process. Gender studies have emerged from the activism that has long characterized 
women’s studies and associated feminist politics and gender studies in part grew out of the identity politics of the 1980’s and 1990’s.

Gender Issues in Contemporary India
Barasha Das, Student, Department of Political Science, University of Guwahati, Guwahati (Assam) 

The article paints a vivid picture of gender disparities in contemporary India and also tries to demonstrate the root causes of gender inequality also examines the status of 
women in current society with the help of historical development. Despite the fact that the Constitution guarantees equal rights to all genders, however, the gender-based 
gap has not been bridged yet. In the 21st century, international organizations and also the government of India have adopted measures to ensure gender equality, but in 
reality most of the Indian women in their entire lives face different kinds of discrimination, like mental and physical violence in the sphere of home and outside. After 
the independence, India has achieved numerous milestones in every aspect, right from the economic socio-cultural aspect to the science and technology, still lagging 
behind in the aspect of gender equality. Female constitute 48 percent of entire population without gender equality in the every corner of the nation, the goals of ‘Viksit 
Bharat 2047’ cannot be achieved. Secondary data sources are being used in this article. The researcher have tried to suggest some realistic solutions with the help of 
socio-cultural economic views and also provides a futuristic insight.

Gender Issues in Manipur’s Educational Sector 
Famous Huidrom, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science & Public Administration, Annamalai University, Chidambaram (Tamil Nadu)

Dr. D. Sivakumar, Associate Professor, Department of Political Science & Public Administration, Annamalai University, Chidambaram (Tamil Nadu)

Manipur’s educational system exhibits wider societal tendencies of inequality, despite efforts to resolve these issues. In the past, cultural norms, economic obstacles, and 
poor infrastructure have restricted the educational options available to women and girls in Manipur. Even while women in the state have a comparatively high literacy 
rate, differences nevertheless exist, especially in rural areas where access to high-quality education is still unequal. At higher education levels, where enrolment rates for 
females fall significantly short of those for boys, the gender gap is more evident. Early marriage, household duties, and societal obligations frequently force young girls 
to give up on their education. Furthermore, a lack of gender-sensitive amenities in educational institutions, such proper sanitation, deters female students from attending, 
particularly in their teenage years. Even though Manipur has made progress toward gender equality in education, there has been uneven success with programs like 
scholarships, free education for girls up to a particular age, and vocational training. Inequalities are further maintained by gender bias in the curriculum, in the attitudes 
of teachers, and in the lack of female role models in positions of leadership. 

Women Empowerment: Catalyst Indicators for Unleashing the Potential for Stronger Political Society
Dr Lipi Jain, Assistant Professor, Department of Nonviolence and Peace, Jain Vishva Bharati Institute, Ladnun (Rajasthan)

In a world, where progress is measured not only by economic indicators but also by the inclusivity and empowerment of its entire population, the spotlight on Women 
empowerment has never been more crucial. To come of the masculinity of the population, the inclusion of women in workforce is necessary for Mission Viksit 
Bharat@2047. The phrase “Women Empowerment” encapsulates a profound vision of societal transformation, transcending gender stereotypes and unlocking the 
immense potential that lies in the women of our communities. The journey towards empowerment is not merely a pursuit of equality; it is a strategic investment in 
building a stronger, more resilient society by incorporating the participation in political and corporate decision making, professional development, gender ratio, cultural 
and social empowerment and true extension of constitutional privileges. Best practices for reducing violence against women shall be a game changer in bringing women 
out of their cocoon and include them in the productive workforce thereby aggravating the idea of Mission Viksit Bharat by the year 2047. The Sustainable Development 
Goal (SDG) indicator 5 strives to achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls which can only be realised by giving equal opportunity to women and 
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hence empowering them. By understanding the challenges that women face and recognizing the expansive scope for positive change, we embark on a path that holds 
the promise of not only transforming the lives of women but also fortifying the very foundation of our collective progress towards Viksit Bharat. A comparison of SDGs 
key performance indicators shows that the variation in the women empowerment still has a long way to go in India. The political will is strengthened by the inclusion 
and empowering women in the decision making process of the country and hence the Mission of making Bharat a Viksit country needs these indicators to swell. This is 
the narrative of this paper which dwells on the indicators for unleashing the potential of women for stronger political outcome. An analysis of various indicators in this 
paper gives an outlook to realise the hidden potential of Women participation in workforce and hence contributing immensely in the political landscape of the country.

Indian Political Democracy: An Analysis from the Women Perspective Lok Sabha Elections of 2019 and 2024
Rajni Devi, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science and International Relations, Central University of Himachal Pradesh, Dharamshala (Himachal Pradesh)

 Women, constitute approximately 48.5% of India’s population, have historically been marginalized in social, political and economic spheres. It is evident from the 
various variables such as women literacy, employment, their role in the decision-making positions. In case of political sphere women have limited role of casting vote, 
participation in Dharma’s, crowd for the election rallies. They have meagre presentation in the national and state electoral politics. As contestants their number is less 
than 20%, as representatives in the national and state legislature is less than 10%. Paper is an endeavour to look into the issues of Indian democracy from the perspective 
of women. It is an evaluative and strategically academic activity to analyze holistically women as part of the democratic Indian polity. Inference of the paper is it is not 
appropriate to call a system truly democratic where women have not been able to locate themselves as the equal part of polity and society. It is important to educate, 
create and motivate women to be true part of the system. Study is based on the secondary data collected from the reports, books, journal, and e-resources.

Grass-root Level Democracy in India: An Empirical Study of Role of Women Sarpanch in Political Empowerment of Women in Dehradun, 
Uttarakhand 

Dr. Sangeeta Vijay, Head & Associate Professor Department of Political Science and Public Administration, Banasthali Vidyapith (Rajasthan)

Aradhana Sharma, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science and Public Administration, Banasthali Vidyapith (Rajasthan) 

Democracy as a system of governance makes strong claim to empower every part of society including women. India is a largest democratic country in the world with 
the women constituting almost half of the population. Though the rights and opportunities have provided by the constitution of India to man and women equally. But 
the women’s involvement in politics is very less. The 73rd and 74th constitutional amendment played a key role to bring the women in the forefront through their role in 
decision-making process at grassroot-level. Hence, Women empowerment has become as an important issue. Women empowerment is the key to increasing women’s 
ability to utilize resources and their capacity to make intelligent choices in their lives. The political Empowerment is a part of overall Empowerment. So, in this research 
paper, we will focus on the study of role of women sarpanch in political empowerment of women at grass-root level at Dehradun in Uttarakhand. The main objective of 
the study is to point out the major challenges faced by the women and pave the way for a more inclusive and equitable society. Findings will be draw by observing in to 
the primary data as well as the secondary sources of data. 

 Gender Issues in Contemporary India
Tanvi, Research Fellow, Political Science Department, Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar (Punjab)

Gender discrimination remains a big problem in India today. It is irrelevant whether it happens in urban or rural areas. Even with new legislation and campaigns aimed 
at raising awareness, the old attitudes towards men being in control are difficult to break down, particularly in rural regions. Because of these traditional beliefs, women 
often do not have the same rights or opportunities to participate in society. Not only social issues but also problems around different social classes and castes also make 
it more challenging for women to be treated fairly enough. For those who do not possess much money or who belong to specific communities, it is much harder for them 
to achieve the same treatment. Nevertheless, things are changing within cities themselves. Women will find it easier to enter school and work than ever before. This 
allows them to advocate for their rights and begin changing people’s mindsets; however, not all females get these opportunities. Many still face significant hurdles both 
at work and at home, such as earning less than men, failing to become leaders at workplaces, and being subjected to violence on account of their gender. Justifying that 
there is still a long way towards equalizing things up. New standards need to be put in place so as to improve women’s safety and gender justice in general. A society 
where everyone, including lawmakers, sociologists, and every other person in our community, has a say about unfair situations and tries to shift them towards fairness 
as much as possible. Gender equality may seem hard to achieve in India, yet this process has become crucial for making the Indian economy better for each inhabitant 
of this country. This is a difficult but necessary step for a brighter future for all people.

Women in Lok Sabha Elections 2024: Changes and Challenges
 Dr. Pooja Sharma, Dr. RK School of Arts Commerce and Science, Dibrugarh (Assam)

Dr. Anita Sharma, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, MDKG College, Dibrugarh (Assam) 

The 2024 Lok Sabha elections mark a critical moment for women’s participation in Indian politics, reflecting both significant progress and persistent obstacles. The 
elections signify both a pivotal advance and a critical examination of women’s political participation in India. There has been an increase in female candidates, greater 
representation in political leadership, and more visibility in campaigning during the election process. Several political parties have made efforts to promote gender parity 
by fielding more women and addressing women’s issues in their manifestos. However, these changes are often superficial and strategically driven rather than rooted in 
genuine efforts to achieve gender parity. Many of the women candidates remain confined to constituencies considered “unwinnable” or as token representatives in male-
dominated party structures. Moreover, entrenched patriarchy continues to manifest in various forms, from overt sexism and threats to safety to the invisibility of women’s 
issues in mainstream political discourse. The challenges remain formidable. Women candidates continue to face systemic barriers, including gender bias, limited access 
to financial resources, and safety concerns in political spaces. Additionally, the impact of social media, policy frameworks, and grassroots mobilization on women’s 
electoral success is evolving but remains inconsistent. Despite regulatory frameworks and reservation policies aimed at improving representation, the intersectionality 
of caste, class, and religion further complicates the electoral landscape for women, often marginalizing those from disadvantaged communities. The increased reliance 
on digital campaigning has also exposed women to heightened cyberbullying and harassment, discouraging their active participation. This abstract critically analyzes 
these trends, arguing that without a structural overhaul and a genuine commitment to transforming power dynamics, the changes in women’s representation in the 2024 
elections may remain largely symbolic, failing to translate into substantial political empowerment or policy influence.

The Gender Complexes Among Male and Females: A Closer Look at the Hidden Struggles and Solutions
Ayushi Tiwari, Research Scholar, Department of Journalism and Mass Communication, Chhatrapati Shahu Ji Maharaj University, Kanpur (UP)

Dr. Vishal Sharma, Assistant Professor, Department of Journalism and Mass Communication, Chhatrapati Shahu Ji Maharaj University, Kanpur (UP)

The term “contemporary India” denotes the present era in the history of India, which is characterised by swift technological advancements and societal transformations. 
The intricacies of gender issues continue to evolve as the nation advances. In a society that has traditionally recognised only male and female genders, both individuals 
encounter distinct challenges, some of which are emphasised and others that are disregarded. As per the National Family Health Survey (NFHS-5) for 2020-21, India’s 
sex ratio in 2023 was 1020 females per 1000 males. Although this may indicate progress, it obscures the daily obstacles encountered by numerous individuals. The issues 
that males encounter frequently remain unrecognised and unaddressed, while women continue to endure a plethora of crimes and discrimination. This prompts critical 
enquiries regarding accountability and potential solutions. How can these disparities be resolved, and who is accountable for them? This research paper examines the 
diverse gender issues that are currently prevalent in modern India, supported by statistical data, and investigates potential solutions to establish a more equitable society. 
The objective is to expose the concealed challenges of both genders and suggest practical measures for addressing these profound problems.

From Margins to Mainstream: Indian Women in Diplomacy – A Study of Their Journey, Challenges and Future Prospects
Dr. Anjali Seth, Assistant Professor, Dept. of Sociology & Political Science, Dayalbagh Educational Institute, Dayalbagh, Agra (U.P.)
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Diplomacy is a field long dominated by men, is slowly witnessing a transformation with the increasing participation of women. India, with its rich history of women in 
public life, is no exception. From Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit, the first Indian woman to serve as Ambassador, to the present day, Indian women have made significant strides 
in diplomacy. However, despite their growing numbers, Indian women diplomats continue to face unique challenges and biases. This study aims to explore the journey 
of Indian women in diplomacy, from their early beginnings to the present day. It seeks to understand the challenges they face, the opportunities they seize, and the future 
prospects they envision. By examining the experiences of Indian women diplomats, this research hopes to contribute to a deeper understanding of the complex dynamics 
of gender in diplomacy and inform strategies for promoting greater inclusivity and representation.

 Gender Issues in Contemporary India
Dr. C. Esther Buvana, Associate Professor and Head, Department of Public Administration,  Government Arts College (Autonomous)

Gender issues in India are complex and multifaceted, despite progress in gender equality. This paper explores challenges in economic participation, education, political 
representation, healthcare, and gender-based violence. Women’s labour force participation is lower than men’s due to occupational segregation, wage disparities, and 
limited access to opportunities. Educational disparities persist, particularly in rural areas, impacting women’s socio-economic outcomes. Political representation of 
women has seen incremental progress, but barriers remain, hindering full participation in politics and policy-making. Healthcare access is a concern, with gender- 
specific health challenges and disparities in services impacting women’s well-being. Gender-based violence is pervasive, with inadequacies in legal protections and 
societal attitudes perpetuating violence. This paper provides a comprehensive overview of gender issues in India, evaluating existing policies and programs, identifying 
areas for improvement, and proposing recommendations. It aims to contribute to the discourse on gender equality and inform policy-making and advocacy efforts. 
Through a blend of qualitative and quantitative analysis, the study highlights the need for sustained efforts to address persistent challenges and promote gender equality 
in India. 

Gender Inequality in Education and Employment In The Scheduled Castes Of India- A Survey
Dr. C. Rama Mohan Reddy, Lecturer in Political Science, Govt. Degree College, Yerraguntla Town, YSR Kadapa (Andhra Pradesh)

Over the last few decades, development in India has served to enhance the opportunities of many upper-class, urban women. These women now have greater access to 
education and employment, and as a result, are able to participate in the economy on a more equal basis with men. Generalizing from these privileged women to the 
larger female population, however, is quite misleading. The bulk of the female population in India still suffers from impoverishment. Estimates suggest that as many as 
80 percent of the women in India live at or below a minimal subsistence level. The most extreme deprivation exists among women in the scheduled caste populations, 
groups designated as particularly disadvantaged in the Indian Constitution. The minority group status of these women interacts with India’s patriarchal culture to produce 
deplorable living conditions. These ‘doubly disadvantaged’ women strive not for gender equality, but for their very survival. The plight of these women is the focus of 
this paper. The extent of gender inequality in the scheduled caste population of India is best understood in the context of both histories, and the larger society. 

 Panchayati Raj Institutions and Women Empowerment in India
Dr. Nityananda Barik, Assistant Professor, School of Women’s Studies, Utkal University, Bhubaneswar (Odisha)

The aim of the paper is to present women empowerment measures with qualitative manner as inclusive criteria at the Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) in India. PRIs 
is considered as instruments of planned socio-economic development of millions who lives in villages. It provides people an opportunity to participate in the processes 
of democracy at the grass-roots. In spite of several commissions and Committees, women members found rarely on these bodies earlier, except as co-opted members 
who were accorded little power. The Indian Parliament gave constitutional status for inclusion of women through 73rd Constitution Amendment for rural local self-
government. The major aspects in the Constitutional Amendment for women’s inclusion and reflection of political empowerment in the form of reservation of one-
third of the seats for women in local bodies, along with sub reservation of seats for Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs) in proportion to their regional 
populations. The provision of reservations in the system of local self-government in India has been greeted as an empowering process for women. The vision of Viksit 
Bharat @2047 would reflect a significant change in the status of women with particular to women’s participation in grassroot democracy. India is witnessing the 50 
years completion of reservation for women at PRIs. The degree of changes in the mindset of women towards political participation is highly increasing and the level of 
awareness is found increasing. The interest articulation among women aroused due to the advancement of society. In coming next 25 years, it is projected that the women 
empowerment would be in a satisfactory position with having qualitative knowledge gaining. Presently, efforts are being made for the declaration of “Women Friendly 
Panchayat” in which women are to be associated in every work activity quantitively and qualitatively. As such, the Viksit Bharat@2047 mission would definitely be a 
meaningful spirit towards women empowerment. 

Gender Issues in Contemporary India: Constitutional Provisions
Dr. Sazda Khatoon, Fatima Nagar Dipatoli, Pundag, Ranchi (Jharkhand)

Gender issues based on social and gender equity are interdisciplinary and cross national in nature. It refers to the qualitative and interdependent to the character of 
women’s and men’s position in the society. Gender relations are constituted in terms the relations of power and dominance that structure of life chances of men and 
women. Gender division of labour which is rooted in the conditions of production and reproduction and is reinforced by the cultural, religious and ideological system 
prevailing in the society. India which is included in the world’s largest democratic country, where participation in politics of women and men is a positive effort. Gender 
equality is essential for the development of society. In the Indian constitution Article 15 there is provision of Right to Equality but there is also society that not consists of 
male and female only but also a third category that is transgender. This article presents that gender is socially constructed and that difference between male and female are 
produced by social experience rather biologically and how Indian Constitution upholds the principle of Gender Equity. Women studies first emerged in India during 1970 
as a forceful critique of the processes that make women invisible in the development process. Gender studies have emerged from the activism that has long characterized 
women’s studies and associated feminist politics and gender studies in part grew out of the identity politics of the 1980’s and 1990’s.

A Study of Gender Discrimination with Special Reference to Women’s Facing Issues in Contemporary India
Deepadharshini. M. I, M.A. Public Administration, Department of Politics and Public Administration, Alagappa University, Karaikudi (Tamilnadu)

Jeevananthika. S. I, M.A. Public Administration, Department of Politics and Public Administration, Alagappa University, Karaikudi (Tamilnadu) 

In modern-day India, gender issues stem from a intricate mix of historical, cultural, social, and economic forces that sustain unfairness and bias. The present 21st century 
is also not different. Simultaneously, women in our society have a lower status than men in various aspects such as social, economic, educational, marital, cultural, and 
religious. This paper examines the intricate and diverse nature of gender problems in contemporary India, looking at the contradictory presence of traditional patriarchal 
customs and growing feminist perspectives. Forty-nine years have passed since the United Nations first decided to commemorate March 8th as International Women’s 
Day, making a historical transition in the feminist movement empowerment gender remains a critically important and largely ignored lens to view development 
issues. Even with advancements in the economy and society, Indian women still encounter major obstacles in education, job opportunities, healthcare, and political 
participation. Our study highlights the importance of having a detailed understanding of gender matters in modern India, recognizing both the advancements achieved 
and the challenges that still exist. Moreover, there are serious issues pertaining to gender-based violence, sexual harassment, and human trafficking that persist. The 
challenges are amplified for marginalized groups when gender intersects with caste, religion, and socio-economic status.

Women Welfarism in New India: A Progression Towards Viksit Bharat
Khushboo Chawla, Research Scholar, School of Development Studies, TISS, Mumbai (Maharashtra)

The outstanding win of the Bharatiya Janata Party in three continuous national elections (2014, 2019 and 2024) has made many political analysts ponder over the reasons 
for its absolute rise. Mostly the reasons cited for its success are nationalist ideology, digital and technological prowess, strong leadership etc. Nevertheless, one thing 
which many political experts do not take cognisance of is the welfarism that the party exhibits for the people of this society in general and women in particular. It is in 
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this context that this particular paper explores how the BJP encourages women welfarism together with its emphasis on social transformation. The party’s focus is to 
empower the women of the society as entrenched in the social and not as an isolated entity. At this backdrop, the article highlights the importance the political party gives 
to the participation, representation and social policies made for the women under its rule. For this purpose, the paper adopts the qualitative analysis of the semi-structured 
interviews conducted with the party’s officials and representatives. The significance of the paper, thus, lies in establishing the relationship between women empowerment 
and its progression towards the ‘Viksit Bharat’ as one of its pillars. 

 A Comparative Study of the IPC, 1860 and the BNS, 2023 with Special Reference to Sections Related to Crimes Against Women.
Manoj, Student, M.A. Final, Public administration, S.B.D. Government PG College, Sardarshahar (Rajasthan)

Law is a system of rules created and enforced by social or governmental institutions to regulate behaviour. It provides a framework for maintaining peace, resolving 
disputes, and protecting the rights of individuals within a society. Laws are typically established through legislation by a governing body, interpreted by courts, and 
enforced by government agencies. The Indian Penal Code (IPC) of 1860 (which has been in place since the British colonial period) is the official criminal code of India. 
It had 511 sections in twenty-three chapters. Now the Bhartiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS 2023), which came into force on July 1, 2024, replaced the IPC with a modernized 
penal code for the country. The BNS has a smaller number of sections, and modifies some punishments also. It has introduced twenty additional offences, and it contains 
358 sections in twenty chapters. The fifth chapter in the BNS titled “Crimes against Women and Children” brings together offences concerning women that were 
previously scattered across four distinct chapters in the IPC. Some Sections, e.g., 63, 64, 70, 75, 78, 79, 80 deal with the crimes against women. In this paper, a detailed 
comparison has been done to understand the relevant sections to deal with crimes against women.

 Locating Menstruation Health in Public Health Policy in India: An Analytical Study
Puja Karmakar, Independent Research Scholar, University of Burdwan, Burdwan (West Bengal)

The main aim of Vikshit Bharat@2047 implies the overall development of India into a developed country by 2047 marking as India’s 100 years of Independence. Its main 
pillars are – Garib, Yuva, Annadata and Nari. So, women are the crucial part of India’s development. The promise of Vikshit Bharat about Nari (Women) can only be 
achieved through recognition of women in their proper place. Since independence various policies have been adopted for the development of women in socio- economic, 
political, educational sphere but what has been relatively neglected is women health. Health is a fundamental matter. Here we have to remember that there are many 
aspects of women health and it is also different from others health because of their reproductive ability. The core thing of reproductive health is menstruation health 
but still menstruation health is an unrecognized issue in public health policy in India. Women are lagging behind from all kind of developmental areas due to denial of 
their menstruation health. So, the main objective of this paper is to locate the position of menstruation health in public health in India and to identify the importance of 
menstruation health for women empowerment.

 Gender Issues in Contemporary India: An Overview
Sangeetha T, U.G Student, Department of History. Madras Christian College, Chennai (Tamilnadu)

Gender issues in contemporary India reflect a complex interplay of traditional norms, socio-economic factors, and evolving aspirations for equality. Despite significant 
progress in education and employment, women continue to face substantial challenges in achieving gender parity. Cultural practices, deep-rooted patriarchy, and 
systemic barriers contribute to persistent inequalities, particularly in rural areas where access to education and healthcare remains limited. The gendered division of 
labour, wage disparities, and underrepresentation in leadership positions further highlight the ongoing struggle for equal opportunities. The rise of feminist movements 
and increased legal protections have brought attention to gender-based violence, discrimination, and the need for more inclusive policies. However, the effectiveness of 
these measures is often hampered by societal attitudes that resist change. Initiatives like the Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao campaign, and gender sensitization programs aim 
to address these issues, but their impact varies widely across regions due to socio-cultural diversity and the varying degrees of enforcement and community engagement. 
In contemporary India, the intersectionality of gender with caste, class, and religion adds further layers of complexity to the discourse on gender equality. Addressing 
these issues requires a multifaceted approach that includes legal reforms, educational empowerment, and a shift in societal attitudes. The ongoing struggle for gender 
justice in India is both a reflection of the country’s rich diversity and a testament to the resilience of those advocating for a more equitable future.

Women Labour in Vikshit Bharat: A Feminist Perspective 
Sonam, PhD Scholar, Department of Political Science, CCS University, Meerut (Uttar Pradesh)

Gender discrimination is an all-pervading phenomenon which has engulfed countries and societies all over the world, and India is no exception. Claudia Goldin’s 
pathbreaking and Nobel Prize-winning work on the history of women’s pursuit of career and family holds special significance for Indian policymakers. Women constitute 
nearly fifty per cent of our population, but their presence in government and other formal jobs is abysmally low, which needs a serious rethinking. Recently, the Indian 
Parliament passed the landmark Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam to increase women’s political participation in Parliament and State Legislative Assemblies. The need of 
the hour is to extend similar favourable employment opportunities towards women through a quota system or series of reforms which increase their presence in the labour 
market. The Indian economy has been characterized by the low participation of women in well-paid formal jobs, while their participation in informal sectors is invariably 
high. As per the International Labour Organisation 2018 report, about 82 per cent of the total number of working women in India is concentrated in the informal sector. 
This paper will outline the underlying reasons for this gender-adverse phenomenon. Government efforts towards increasing the participation of women over the years, 
and pathbreaking suggestions that will not only contribute to the betterment of women but also propel India on the path of sustained economic development. This paper 
will employ a political, economic approach from a feminist perspective towards the discriminatory and adverse conditions for women in labour force participation in 
both formal and informal setups. As Swami Vivekananda said “it is not possible for a bird to fly on one wing” and this applies to India as well. The participation of the 
other half of the population, which has immense potential, holds special significance in achieving the remarkable feat of becoming a developed country by 2047.

 Socio-Economic Vulnerabilities Encountered by Women Waste --Pickers in Indian Cities
Sushmita Gill, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar (Punjab)

Women are often most at risk in places where they should feel the safest. Women have been under grave danger of one kind or another since birth regarding their safety 
and survival. Worrisomely, women who are monetarily dependent and socially inferior are more susceptible. Based on secondary resources, the paper tries to closely 
examine the socioeconomic problems faced by the women rag pickers in different cities of India. For accurate research content analysis technique and descriptive 
research method have been used. Several writers’ papers on female waste pickers in various Indian cities have been peer-reviewed. Moreover, exploratory research 
has been used in addition to these. The current study is crucial to assess societal awareness, acceptance, and tolerance of the socioeconomically disadvantaged women 
employed in the waste sector. It primarily examines female waste pickers’ health, family, social, and economic circumstances. The research is an earnest attempt to give 
voice to those impoverished women who are capable of finding life from the trash but who have been cruelly abused to the point where they are seen as the trash and 
as part of it.

Empowerment of Women Through Inclusive Governance in Grassroot Democracy – An Empirical Analysis In Tamil Nadu
Dr. P. Nagarajan, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, School of Social Sciences, Madurai Kamaraj University, Madurai (Tamil Nadu)

Empowerment of women is broader than their participation in the electoral and administrative process. It refers to activities not only formally empowered to make 
decisions, but also intends to influence the attitudes and behaviour or those who have powers for decision-making. Participation in inclusive governance of women 
in grass-root organizations can give them experience in democracy and empowerment. In the 73rd Constitutional Amendment Act, provision has been made for 33.33 
percent reservation for women. It provides opportunities for women to assert their rights over resources and have a definite say in the development process. While it 
enables women to develop a greater understanding of the political structures and systems of governance and how to participate in the panchayat functions. Empowerment 
means very different things to different groups of women and varies according to the level of development in particular society. Empowerment of women in all spheres 
and in particularly the political sphere is crucial for their advancement and for the foundation of gender equality in the society. There can be no true democracy or no 
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true people’s participation in governance and development without equal participation of men and women at different levels of decision making. Women’s political 
representation and participation in governance is one of the most vital indicators of development together with an assessment of gender inequality in all societies across 
the globe. Hence, this paper focuses on Empowerment of women through inclusive governance in Panchayati Raj Institutions.

Role of Self-Help Groups in the Women Empowerment: With Special Reference to Himachal Pradesh
Mridula Sharda, Professor, Department of Political Science and International Relations, CUHP, Sapt Sindhu Parisar, Dehra (Himachal Pradesh)

Hari Priya, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Himachal Pradesh University, Shimla (Himachal Pradesh)

Indian society is based on class, caste and patriarchy where the women are considered as just a natural ally of men. After the seventy-eight years of the independence 
in the Indian society women folk is on the back foot of socio- economic development. Their political participation in formal power structure is quite low at the higher 
levels where they have not been given reservation. Poverty related data also an evidence of the imbalance between men and women. It is imperative to understand 
the role of micro-financing in the women development particularly in the enhancing their decision-making power in the politics of the Indian society. Without their 
active participation in politics it is not possible to visualize the true democracy in the country. The SHGs plays an important role in political socialization and develop 
political attitude among women. Women are breaking the family and society barriers and coming out of their homes and working outside, start their enterprises. They 
are challenging the male domination, custom and traditions. After joining the SHGs women played their duties as a wife, mother, a daughter as well as an investor, 
organizer, manager, promoter when they engaged in their enterprises. Keeping in the view the research problem main objectives of this research paper are to locate 
the actual position of the women with special reference to Indian democracy and analyse the initiatives of national and international agencies to strengthen the women 
position in society.

 Women’s Political Participation and Leadership in India
Dr. Gayatri, Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, Samrat Prithviraj Chauhan Govt. College, Ajmer (Rajasthan)

Himani, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science Samrat Prithviraj Chauhan Govt. College, Ajmer (Rajasthan)

Women’s political participation and leadership in India have evolved significantly, reflecting the nation’s broader struggle for gender equality. From grassroots movements 
to holding key positions in government, Indian women have increasingly asserted their roles in shaping the country’s political landscape, challenging traditional norms, 
and paving the way for a more inclusive democracy. This research paper explores the complex gender dynamics in contemporary India, with a focus on women’s political 
participation and leadership. It traces the historical evolution of women’s political rights in India and highlights significant milestones that have influenced their current 
standing. By analyzing statistical data, the paper assesses the current representation of women in political institutions and identifies the social, economic, and institutional 
barriers they encounter. Through case studies and personal accounts, the paper offers insight into the challenges and achievements of women in politics. It also examines 
the effectiveness of government policies and initiatives designed to boost women’s political involvement, as well as the crucial role played by non-governmental 
organizations and civil society. The paper scrutinizes societal attitudes and media portrayals to understand their impact on women’s political engagement. By comparing 
India’s situation with global trends, the paper identifies successful practices and potential strategies to enhance women’s political participation and leadership in India. 
The study concludes with future directions and recommendations, highlighting the importance of education, empowerment programs, and community support in 
achieving gender equality in politics.

Gender Gap in Contemporary Indian Politics: Participation and Representation
Sulbha Narayan Bhalekar, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Milind College of Arts, Chhatrapati Sambhaji Nagar (Maharashtra)

Despite India’ s democratic progress a significant gender gap in contemporary Indian politics. women’s political participation and representation in politics lagging 
far behind their male counterparts. This paper examines the contemporary gender gap in Indian politics, focusing women’s participation and representation in Indian 
politics. Exploring the complex interplay of factors that plays important role in women under representation, in contemporary Indian politics. like social, cultural and 
institutional factors. Through mixed methods approach combining qualitative and quantitative data, and primary and secondary sources uses for paper. This paper 
identity key barriers to women’s participation and representation, paper findings highlight the need to women in Indian politics and decision -making process. To address 
the gender gap and promote inclusive representation. This research paper aims to inform strategies for empowering women voices and prompting gender equality in the 
Indian democratic process.

 Gender Issues in Contemporary Indian Politics
Vivek Kumar, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, School of Liberal Education, Galgotias University, Greater Noida (Uttar Pradesh)

Gender issues have become a prominent area of concern in contemporary Indian politics, reflecting the complexities of a society grappling with traditional norms and 
modern aspirations. This paper explores the persistent gender disparities in political participation, representation, and policymaking in India, highlighting the structural 
and cultural barriers that impede women’s full engagement in the political sphere. Despite constitutional guarantees and legislative measures aimed at enhancing 
women’s representation, such as the 73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendments and the Women’s Reservation Bill, the political landscape remains overwhelmingly male-
dominated. This paper delves into the role of patriarchal attitudes, socio-economic constraints, and the lack of political will that continue to undermine gender equality 
in Indian politics. It also examines the impact of women leaders in positions of power and their contributions to policy decisions affecting gender justice. The analysis 
draws on recent electoral data, policy reviews, and case studies of women politicians who have successfully navigated the male-centric political arena. The findings 
underscore the need for more robust affirmative actions, such as gender quotas, and a reformation of political party structures to create a more inclusive environment 
for women. The paper addresses the inter-sectionalism of gender with caste, religion, and regional dynamics, which often compound the marginalization of women in 
politics. It calls for a transformative approach that not only increases the numerical presence of women in politics but also amplifies their voices in decision-making 
processes, ultimately contributing to a more equitable and representative democracy.

Gender Issues in Contemporary India
Yashaswi Gupta, Research Scholar, Department of Public Administration, University of Lucknow, Lucknow (Uttar Pradesh)

Gender is a social and psychological construct that is distinct from biological sex. It is a malleable concept and its role is influenced by time and culture developing 
through socialization and personal experience. Gender issue is a complex and multifaceted concept which mainly focusses on gender inequalities that affects major areas 
of individual’s life. This research paper explores the gender issues in contemporary India and their prevailing gender disparities in various spheres of life, including 
education, employment, health and nutrition, social norms and cultural practices, violence and safety, political representation. Despite significant legislative and policy 
efforts to promote gender equality, deep-rooted patriarchal norms and systemic biases continue to perpetuate discrimination against women and other gender minorities. 
The paper examines the intersectionality of caste, class, and religion in exacerbating gender inequalities, highlighting how these intersecting identities impact access 
to opportunities and resources. It also critically analyses the role of media, technology, and social movements in both challenging and reinforcing traditional gender 
roles. By reviewing contemporary debates and case studies, this study aims to provide a nuanced understanding of the ongoing struggles for gender justice in India. The 
paper concludes with recommendations for policy interventions and societal changes that are necessary to address these persistent gender issues, advocating for a more 
inclusive and equitable future.

Human Rights and Transgender Inclusion: Striving for Equality in Society
Dr. Jaganath.R, Assistant Professor, BSAR Crescent Institute of Science & Technology, Vandalur, Chennai (Tamilnadu)

The goal of development in the modern era has articulated the role of liberal society based on democracy and social justice. It is a matter of gratification that today India 
is experiencing fundamental changes ensuing tremendous improvements in diverse sectors. India has also established itself in numerous fields resulting in the national 
economic growth and comprehensive advancement. However, this dramatic acceleration of development has not proved successful in bringing about the required 
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changes in a few areas; one of them is the rights of transgender in India, especially the required social inclusion of transgender. Despite the humungous number, the 
existing international and national legislations fall short to concentrate and find the way out for the predicament of transgender in India which presently reflects as a mark 
towards dampening the spirit of rule of law in the country. Despite the overwhelming significance of the human rights and modern civilization the violations against 
the transgender have not been curtailed as required in the present era. In the civilized and democratic societies, law is extremely essential for appropriate conduct of 
individuals and good governance in the State. Universal Declaration of Human Rights is one of the most prominent and inspirational documents which embodies the 
protection to individuals cherishing the inherent dignity of human beings reassuring the inalienable right to equal protection as the germinal determinant of justice. Under 
the umbrella of the international instruments the Indian Constitution also guarantees array of rights for individuals, which are embodied in Part III as fundamental rights. 

Analyse Legal and Social Inclusivity for Transgender Community in Argentina, Sweden, and Denmark: Reviewing the Effectiveness and 
Availability of Protections in India

 Rishin B, Research Student, Department of Political Science, St Josephs’ University, Bengaluru (Karnataka)

Linto Antony, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, St Josephs’ University, Bengaluru (Karnataka)

Dr. Basavaraja G, Professor, HOD, Department of Studies and Research in Political Science Tumkur University, Tumakuru (Karnataka)

Recently, the Indian context has observed an upsurge in the wave of discourses surrounding transgender status and rights in the socio-economic and legislative spheres, 
which are often characterized by social stigmatization causing fault lines in the notions of dignity and equality in the Constitution of India promises all its contingent 
citizens. One such development is the Transgender (Protection of Rights) Persons Act, 2019 in which the legal structures seek to protect the interests of such communities 
against the pervasive discrimination they face in jobs, educational organizations, healthcare, and social facilities, and reconstruct the identity of transgender communities 
positively amongst the Indian masses to manifest an egalitarian society, as the makes of our Constitution intended. Though the act seemingly establishes a framework 
for appealing transgenders, the substance of the law rather contrasts itself with its outlook on progressivism. To set a definitive marker for progressivism, the Gender 
Identity Law 2012 passed by Argentina, the Gender Recognition Act 2014 by Denmark, and the Gender Recognition Law 1972 by Sweden are taken as examples, due 
to their collective international legislative standard and purview they offer for transgender rights. By doing so, the scope of qualitative improvement in the legislation 
and juridical matters is widened. Keeping this in mind, the study aims to pursue a comparative analysis of the legal provisions of Transgender community members 
in Argentina, Denmark, and Sweden with the Indian system and to equip the struggle for transgender rights with an idea of legal and social rigor, accompanied by 
uncompromising integrity.

Role Perceptions and Barriers Faced by Women In Panchayati Raj Institutions Gandhinagar, Gujarat
Dr. Sidhpura Megha, Associate Professor, Department of Studies in Society and Development, Central University of Gujarat,Gandhinagar (Gujarat)

Gaur Pragati, Research Scholar, Department of Studies in Society and Development, Central University of Gujarat, Gandhinagar, (Gujarat)

This research examines the awareness, role perception, and barriers faced by women members in Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) in Gandhinagar District, Gujarat, 
India. Other than that, the study aims to identify the extent of their participation within PRIs and the roles they are performing. Utilising a quantitative research 
method and descriptive design, data was gathered through structured interviews and surveys. Perceptions of their roles vary, reflecting a mixed sense of empowerment 
and confidence among the women PRI members. The findings reveal significant challenges, including a lack of awareness about legal roles and responsibilities and 
the decision-making process. Several barriers hinder their active participation, including limited decision-making power, exclusion from key committees, mobility 
restrictions, male dominance, and the challenge of balancing domestic roles with PRI responsibilities. Additionally, proxy politics, where male relatives exert control 
over women representatives, further undermines their empowerment. Gender discrimination in role assignments and family resistance further hinder their participation. 
The persistence of patriarchal norms significantly affects active engagement of women, with cultural restrictions and lack of access to resources exacerbating these 
challenges. These insights guide policymakers to strengthen representation of women in local governance, enabling them to contribute more effectively to rural 
development and create a more equitable society.

The Women of Wayanad: Understanding The Feminine Perspective of A Natural Disaster
Mr. Arhaan NR, Research Scholar, Department of International Relations, Peace Studies and Public Policy, St Jospehs University, Bangalore (Karnataka)

Ms. Anamica Vinod, Research Scholar, Department of International Relations, Peace Studies and Public Policy, St Jospehs University, Bangalore (Karnataka)

Fewer than one in five Indian women experience gender inequality personally today, yet the problem prevails just as loudly and has its roots in the patriarchal nature 
of our society. According to the projected population of Wayanad for 2024, women constitute more than 50 percent of the population in the district. The condition of 
women there, according to the Kerala State Women’s Commission, pointed to an increase in the rise in crime against women. The landslide that occurred on July, 2024 
in Wayanad was a disaster that will forever stay etched in Indian history, with it being a result of multiple factors. Rainfall served as the main trigger, along with factors 
like extensive deforestation. The disaster has taken a toll on the women, with them being deprived of their families and being stranded without any source of income or 
support. Women also broke existing gender stereotypes by helping with the rescues in the affected areas, stepping into roles traditionally undertaken by men. The main 
objectives of this paper would be to understand the impact of this disaster on the women, and to understand their contributions to the rescues.

Ecofeminism (A Brief Study On Indian Women’s Devotion Towards The Environment)
Dr Ragini Singh, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Gargi College University of Delhi, Delhi   

Ecofeminism: branch of feminism that examines the connections between women and nature. Ecofeminism thus describes movements and philosophies that link 
feminism and ecology. The modern ecofeminist movement emerged from a series of conferences and workshops organized in the United States by the alliance of 
academic and professional women during the late 1970s and early 1980s. They met to discuss how women can relate to the environment through feminism and how 
feminism and environmentalism might be associated with promoting respect for women and their nature. A large and growing body of literature on ecofeminism in the 
West relates gender and environment mainly in ideological terms. Ecofeminism began to branch in the late 1980s, In this period emerged two distinct schools of thought: 
radical ecofeminism and cultural ecofeminism. Radical ecofeminists contend that the patriarchal society is dominant on nature and women to degrade both. The World 
Bank has. Noted women play an essential role in the management of nature and resources. Including soil, water, forest, and energy, and they often have a. Profound 
traditional and contemporary knowledge of the natural world around them. In India however, growing protests environmental destruction, and struggles for survival and 
subsistence point to the fact that caste, class, and gender issues are deeply interlinked. In this paper, I will look at the main tenets of “ecofeminism”, and the critiques 
that have been leveled against them. Women deeply connect with the earth in almost every culture and religious tradition worldwide. Women deeply connect with the 
planet in nearly every culture and religious tradition worldwide. Women have a deep connection with the earth in almost every culture and religious tradition in the 
world. When we look at men and women, we find that they are more connected to the environment than men. Women are not only aware of the environment but also try 
to make their family and society as responsible as possible towards it. Ecofeminism thus describes movements and philosophies that link feminism and. Ecology. This 
paper will discuss the role of women with special contest to India in protecting the environment and maintaining ecological balance and the, engaging in sustainable 
development for the belief of the society.

A Critical Study of Gender Equality and Women’s Representation in Indian Polity
Dr Suvir Kapur, Former Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, Bennett University, Greater Noida (Uttar Pradesh)

The paper presents a comprehensive study of gender equality in the context of women’s political participation in India. The article outlines the significance of the study. 
This is followed by a historical overview of the development of gender roles in society and the subsequent marginalization of women in politics. Historical accounts of 
women’s participation in Indian politics are examined, ranging from pre-colonial struggles to contemporary challenges. The paper examines the impact of the 73rd and 
74th constitutional amendments and highlights their importance in creating women’s empowerment at the national level. It examines the sociological and anthropological 
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dimensions highlighting the social and cultural issues. Political trends in India are examined to identify changes and patterns related to women’s political participation. 
Examining gender quotas in elections highlights the measures taken to address the gender gap and create inclusive political environments. The paper examines the legal 
and regulatory frameworks that have been put in place to promote gender equality and the challenges facing the implementation of these frameworks. This perspective 
provides insight into the steps taken to achieve equality in politics.

Dignity of Women in India and the role of Civil Societies
Dr. Ahmad Shamshad, Assistant Professor and Head, Department of Political Science, AKI’S Poona College of Arts, Science and Commerce, Pune (Maharashtra)

The reality of women’s lives remains invisible to men and women alike and this invisibility persists at all levels beginning with the family to the nation. Although 
geographically men and women share the same space, they live in different worlds. The mere fact that “Women hold up half the sky”- does not appear to give them a 
position of dignity and equality. True, that over the years women have made great strides in many areas with notable progress in reducing some gender gaps. Yet, crime 
against women has been increasing at the rate of 20 to 25 per cent per annum in India. Women trafficking, rape, murder, honour killings, molestation, teasing, sexual 
abuse, abduction, prostitution, dowry related crimes, foeticide, infanticide, etc. are some of the crimes that are being inflicted on women. Of late crime against women 
have reached a horrendous proportion, how long will this inhuman act continue? Would the society take necessary steps to check crime against women?

Comfort Women’ & Korea during World War II: An Inhuman Chapter of Near Oblivion
Dr. Bratati Hore, Retd. Associate Professor, Surendranath College for Women, Kolkata (West Bengal)

With the defeat of Japan, in World War II was also ended its imperialist rule of 35 years over Korea, her colony. In Tokyo trial of 1946 atrocities of Japanese soldiers were 
judged but the chapter of ‘Comfort Women’ remained ignored & unwritten. The name ‘Comfort Women’ is a translation of Japanese Ianfu, a euphemism for prostitute, 
and numbers ranging from 200,000 to 410,000 aging under 20 from Japanese settlement mostly of Korea & Greater Asia Co-prosperity sphere. Imperial, patriarchal, 
economic & racial domination lie at the root of systematic capture & sexual enslavement of Korean women by Japanese government. Varying methods of recruitment 
were used viz abduction, coercion & false promise of employment. They were deprived of their freedom, raped repeatedly, brutally beaten, tortured & treated as sexual 
slaves -worst abuse of human rights in Asia, & crimes against humanity under international law. Korean gendered norms of respectability & honor played a role in many 
of the ‘Comfort Women’s silence about their experiences for more than 50 years leading to new recognition from international community. After decades of denial, Japan 
subsequently admitted to its involvement but evades government responsibility. One must be careful not to blame this sexual exploitation solely on horrors of war & thus 
create a simplistic war equals atrocities equation. So we must keep in mind that Japan needs to take responsibility, but it is not enough. The root causes behind ‘Comfort 
Women’ lay in various systems of domination including imperialism, patriarchy, economic oppression & racism. Humanity must realize vast Interconnectedness between 
all of society’s parts, be they home societies or those abroad & end oppressive power structure. We must remember & give voice to oppressed of societies past, present, 
lest we forget our wrongs & repeat them.

Gender Inequality in India: A Study
Dr. K.V.R. Srinivas, Faculty, Department of Political Science & Public Administration, Acharya Nagarjuna University, Nagarjuna Nagar, Guntur (Andhra Pradesh)

This study considers the gender inequality that exists among every region, social class and prevents the growth of Indian economy from improving the lives of Indian 
people. The reality of gender inequality in India is very complex and diversified, because it exists in every field like education, employment opportunities, income, 
health, cultural issues, social issues, economic issues etc. An attempt has been made to find out those factors which are responsible for this problem in India. So, this 
paper highlights the multi-dimensional context of gender inequalities prevalent in India. Overall, the study indicates the inequality in economic, social, cultural and legal 
biasness which are of a great challenge for policy-makers and social scientists to establish proper equality in the entire social field. The researchers have tried to suggest 
some relevant strategies and policies implication for reducing this gender inequality and to promote the dignified position for Indian women.

Leveraging Urban Middle Class Women’s Access to Internet towards Employment and Empowerment 
Dr. Manisha Madhava, Professor, Department of Political Science, SNDT Women’s University, Mumbai (Maharashtra)

India has one of the lowest levels of female labour force. The data from the 2021-22 Periodic Labour Force Survey showed 32.8% of female aged 15 years & above 
in India are participating in labour force, as against 77.2% male. Female LFPR in age group 15-59 years is 35.6%, as against 81.8% male. The low participation of 
women in the paid workforce has been a matter of concern. As India embarks on a journey to become a Viksit Bharat (developed country) by 2047. Digital Media 
Entrepreneurship with its flexibility in work arrangement, low investment and accessibility provide a viable strategy to increase women’s participation in the labour 
force in India. It also has the potential to fill in market gaps and contribute to local economies, while empowering women. Leaders in both business and policy making 
circles refer to Digital Entrepreneurship (DE) as a creator of new opportunities for growth and employment. The present paper looks into how Internet and Social Media 
has can be leveraged to create new opportunities for women. Based on a survey of 540 women in Mumbai, Navi Mumbai, Kolkata and Howrah on the use of internet 
and social media and lived experiences of home-based entrepreneurs the paper reveals the gendered nature of digital media-driven entrepreneurship and the need for 
intervention at the social level and policy framework. It argues that internet has given middle-class women greater access to the marketplace, more hope in the possibility 
of entering the labour force, while negotiating with social norms. In the process, it creates possibilities of both empowering one half of India’s population and creating 
the framework for Viksit Bharat.

“Impact of Increasing Migraton on Women in Bolangir District of Odisha”
Dr. Suresh Prasad Sarangi, Head, Department of Political Science, P.S. Degree College, Deogaon, Bolangir (Odisha) 

Odisha is one of the poorest states of India. The economy of Odisha is predominantly agricultural and the performance in this sector is crucial to the development of the 
state. The prevalence of small farmers having small sized land holdings, seasonal unemployment, the non-application of modern technology in agriculture in Odisha are 
forced the people to search for alternate sources of livelihood. People of the rural areas migrate to urban areas within and outside their districts and also to the neighboring 
states. In this context, the study is to concentrate on gender and the migration patterns and transformation processes in a backward and poverty stricken district i.e., 
Bolangir district of Odisha.

Policing the Gap: Addressing the Shortage of Women in Law Enforcement to Combat Rising Crime Rates
Keerthi P R, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, University College, Thiruvananthapuram (Kerala)

Violence and discrimination put women’s lives in jeopardy and prevent them from engaging in any social activities. According to the National Crimes Records Bureau 
(NCRB), every day in 2019, 88 rape incidents were reported in India. And a girl or woman’s vulnerability to being raped has increased by up to 44% during the past ten 
years. As the guardians of the law, the police have a particular responsibility to safeguard the weaker members of society, such as women, children, members of various 
ethnic and minority communities. According to the seventh schedule of the Indian Constitution, “Police” and “Public Order” are state matters. Controlling crime against 
women, especially rape, can be greatly aided by law enforcement, the police, and the judiciary. When there are more women in the police force, women’s issues are more 
likely to be handled. Being a male-dominated profession, women are relatively under represented in the police force. Yet the 33% reservation could not be filled and 
women constitute only 11.7% of India’s police forces. There is a general perception that police professionalism and women care can never go hand in hand.

Barriers and Pathways: Women’s Political Participation in Nagaland
Ms. Idausile Endi, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, William Carey University, Shillong (Meghalaya)

Dr. PG Jangamlung Richard, Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, William Carey University, Shillong (Meghalaya)

Political participation is a cornerstone of democratic governance, enabling citizens to engage in the decision-making processes that shape their societies. However, in 
many parts of the world, including Nagaland, women remain markedly underrepresented in political spheres. This disparity is rooted in deep-seated cultural norms, 
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patriarchal structures, and gender biases that limit women’s opportunities to fully engage in political activities, In Nagaland, these barriers are particularly pronounced, 
where traditional customs often dictate strict gender roles, leaving women with little say in political matters. This study explores the factors contributing to the low 
levels of political participation among Naga women, with a focus on how initiatives such as the Viksit Bharat Mission impact gender equity in political representation. 
Utilizing an exploratory research design and qualitative methods, the study examines the socio-cultural and institutional barriers women face and the efforts and 
strategies employed to overcome these challenges. It also assesses how the Viksit Bharat Mission’s goals of promoting inclusive development and gender equality align 
with the efforts to enhance women’s political participation in Nagaland. The research highlights the importance of raising political awareness among women and creating 
supportive environments that encourage their involvement in governance. By understanding these dynamics, the study aims to contribute to the broader discourse on 
gender equity in politics and offer insights into potential pathways for increasing women’s political participation in Nagaland.

Mediation through the Lens of Gender
Pragya Kishore, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, JNU, New Delhi

ADR techniques like mediation are often said to provide satisfying solutions because they deal with the dispute and the emotions involved in it. Yet how true is it for 
women in India is worth analysis . Does mediation provide women ‘a day in Court’ or is it yet another truncated process that only provides deliverance from a flawed and 
terrible litigation system. What would be some effective benchmarks to measure the quality of justice delivered by court-annexed mediation programmes and what needs 
to be included in the training programmes of mediators to make them gender sensitive are also explored in this paper. Issues which women face upon the dissolution of 
marriage in India are different from the West , where there is a wide social security net. Keeping these issues in mind it is imperative to make the process of mediation 
sensitive to issues of gender so that women may not be disadvantaged by taking part in the process of mediation.

Garo Women in Politics in Meghalaya and Viksit Bharat @2047
Prof. (Dr.) Soma Bhowmick, Vice Chancellor, William Carey University, Shillong (Meghalaya)

Namratha T Sangma, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, William Carey University, Shillong (Meghalaya)

Meghalaya lacks a social structure, untouchability, and a caste system. Even though women are highly regarded in the matrilineal society there is still a shortage 
of female political participation. Even though women play a bigger part in household decision-making and the Garo people maintain a matrilineal system, political 
empowerment among the Garo women is still lacking. This study aims to investigate political empowerment of the Garo Women in Meghalaya. The study draws on 
secondary sources and existing literature and these are under follows:In the introduction focus on the status of Garo women in society in a matrilineal system along with 
a review of related literature. The second part looks into Garo women’s participation in politics in Meghalaya and the challenges they face. The third part of the paper 
studies the impact of gender inequality as a hindrance to reaching the goal of Viksit Bharat @2047. The fourth part will consist of suggestions to mitigate the disparities 
in political participation of Garo women so that they can contribute towards Viksit Bharat @2047.

Gender Inequality in Contemporary India : A Study
Prof. Nrusingha Prasad Misram, Associate Professor (Retd.) Department of Political Science, Ganjam College, Ganjam (Odisha)

Gender inequality in contemporary India constitutes one of the major concerns in the current development paradigm. Though the nature and scope of inequality differs 
from country to country and from time to time, but its existence is indisputable it is now a global phenomenon, but in the patriarchal Indian Society, it has spread its 
tentacles widely. Differential treatment on the basis of gender is found right from the childhood. Girls are considered as liability. The birth of the son is being celebrated 
while the birth of a daughter is filled with pain. Boys are encouraged to be tough and outgoing but girls are encouraged to be honoured & shy. All these differences are 
gender differences and they are created by society. It has adverse impact on development goals and consequently reduces economic growth. Gender inequality means 
disparity between men and women in different social, economical and political, cultural and legal aspects. This problem is simply known as gender biasness, which in 
simple term means the gender stratification or making difference a male or a female. The reality of gender inequality in India is very complex and diversified, because 
it exists in every field like education, employment opportunities income, health, cultural issues, social issues, economic issues etc. According to the United Nations 
Development programmes Human Development Report (2017), India ranks 128 out of 189 countries on gender inequality index. The major reasons for the gender 
inequality are indentified as the need of a male heir for the family, huge dowry, continuous physical, financial support to girl child, poverty, domestic violence, farming 
as major job for poor and the caste system. In India economic, social, cultural, legal and political factors are responsible for gender inequality. Advances have been 
made in social legislation but gender inequality has not ended and the child sex ratio has worsened. The educated people should develop a national consciousness of the 
positive impact of gender equality. The policy makers are strongly believed that a positive commitment to gender equality and equity will strengthen every area of action 
to reduce poverty because women can bring new energy and new sights. There is a need for changes in perception towards women. This paper is trying to bring out the 
factors that are responsible for gender inequality and suggests measures to eradicate this problem. This paper also highlights the multi-dimensional context of gender 
inequalities prevalent in India. The present study also indicates the inequality in economic, social, cultural and legal biasness which are of great challenge for policy 
makers and social scientists to establish proper equality in the entire social field. Though gender equality has been studied by many scholars but the present study strives 
to fill the research gap and hopes to add new knowledge to the existing knowledge.

Breaking Barriers: Addressing Gender Issues in Contemporary India
Richa Yadav, Doctoral Research Scholar, Department of Public Administration, University of Lucknow, Lucknow (U.P.) 

“Gender equality is more than a goal in itself. It is a precondition for meeting the challenge of reducing poverty, promoting sustainable development, and building good 
governance.” This research paper delves into the multi-dimensional context of gender inequalities prevalent in India. Gender issues in contemporary India are shaped 
by a complex interplay of social, economic, cultural, and political factors. Despite advancements in legal and policy frameworks aimed at promoting gender equality, 
substantial disparities persist across various areas. Women face limited educational and employment opportunities, persistent wage gaps, and underrepresentation in 
leadership roles. Gender-based violence, including domestic violence and sexual harassment, is widespread and often exacerbated by inadequate law enforcement 
and societal attitudes. Health challenges, such as high maternal mortality rates and limited access to reproductive healthcare, are particularly prevalent in rural areas. 
Cultural norms and practices, including dowry, child marriage, and son preference, further entrench gender inequality. Additionally, LGBTQ+ individuals experience 
discrimination and lack of legal recognition despite recent legal progress. The study addresses these issues that requires a comprehensive approach involving policy 
reform, societal change, strengthened law enforcement, and increased opportunities for women and marginalized groups to foster a more equitable society.

Menstrual Health Reforms and Gender Equality in India
Sadhna Kad, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Jawaharlal Nehru University, Delhi

Menstrual health is a crucial aspect of women’s health and well-being, yet it remains a stigmatized and neglected issue in many parts of the world, including India. In 
India, where socio-cultural taboos and economic challenges exacerbate the difficulties associated with menstruation, addressing menstrual health is not only a health 
issue but also a matter of gender equality. The current study delves into the intricate relationship between menstrual health reforms and gender equality in India, exploring 
how improving menstrual hygiene management (MHM) can significantly impact the education, employment, and social participation of women and girls. Through an 
analysis of government initiatives, non-governmental organization (NGO) efforts, and grassroots movements, the study underscores the importance of comprehensive 
menstrual health education, affordable and accessible menstrual products, and supportive infrastructure. The study also discusses how these reforms are integral to 
achieving Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), particularly those related to health, education, and gender equality. Lastly, it evaluates the challenges India faces to 
attain this goal and suggests a way forward to ensure menstrual health in India so that all women and girls can live with dignity and equal opportunities.

Beyond the Vote: Analysing the Challenges for Women’s Political Representation in Kerala 
Shifa Moideen Paruthikunnan, Research Scholar, Department of International Relations, Peace Studies and Public Policy, St Joseph’s University, Bengaluru (Karnataka)
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Aniketh D Raj, Research Scholar, Department of International Relations, Peace Studies and Public Policy, St Joseph’s University, Bengaluru (Karnataka)

Despite of high literacy rate and social empowerment, women representation in Kerala is very near to the ground. Historically, groundbreaking female leaders have 
established the groundwork for political engagement, yet systemic obstacles persist in restricting their complete involvement in electoral politics. This paper examines the 
contributions of early leaders such as A. K. Gouri Amma and Annie Mascarene, who paved the way for women’s involvement in politics by advocating for land reforms 
and social equality. It centres on the important contribution of women in social movements, highlighting their impact on decision-making in domains such as gender 
equality, environmental concerns, and social fairness. The paper showcases present-day leaders such as K. K. Shailaja, whose achievements in public health earned 
global recognition. She became widely known during the COVID-19 pandemic and the outbreak of the Nipah virus. Even with these accomplishments, the percentage 
of women in Kerala’s legislative bodies has not gone above 10%. By examining women’s involvement in local government, the study highlights the influence of policy 
interventions like the 50% reservation in Panchayati Raj Institutions. The importance of implementing stronger policies to increase women’s involvement, especially in 
electoral politics, will be highlighted, recognising their crucial contributions to social movements and local governance. The analysis presents a thorough examination 
of the historical and present struggles women face in Kerala’s political arena, giving perspective on their changing impact and the need for increased representation.

Dyanmic Role Of Education To Overcome The Gender Inquality In India
Shikha Singh, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Patliputra University, Patna (Bihar)

The purpose of education is paramount in shaping the future of a nation. It serves as the cornerstone upon which societies are constructed. The true essence of education 
lies in its power to refine and elevate the human spirit, to enlighten the mind, temper the emotions, and nurture the body. Without education, the development and 
growth of society become unattainable. One of the underpinning causes of gender inequality is the frequence of patriarchal ideas that consider men as further good and 
ignore the part of women in the social order. There’s also the supposition that women’s nature is only in the household work. Women are frequently the object of social 
importunity and violence because they’re considered weak and useless. This paper study the dynamic role of education to overcome the gender inequality in India. In 
general education is carried out inseminate ethical values, religion, which includes customs , mores ,gests that must be applied in everyday life. Thus, this paper examines 
the factors that beget gender inequality and the impacts that arise if gender inequality continues , as well as the part of education in prostrating gender inequality.

Viksit bharat 2047 and Women Empowerment In Rural India : An Analysis Of Past Present And Future Prospective
Shweta Singh, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, University of Allahabad, Prayagraj (U.P.)

This study explores the trajectory of women’s empowerment in rural India within the framework of “Viksit Bharat 2047,” a vision for a developed and equitable India a 
century after Independence. It provides a comprehensive analysis of the past, present, and future prospects of women’s empowerment, examining the socio-economic, 
cultural, and political factors that have shaped their roles in rural society. Through a critical review of existing literature, policy initiatives, and grassroots movements, 
the research identifies key gaps, including the effectiveness of current empowerment programs and policies. By addressing these gaps, the study aims to offer actionable 
insights for policymakers, scholars, and activists striving for the realization of a truly inclusive and empowered rural India by 2047. This research paper will be based 
on an analytical study utilizing both primary and secondary data. It will explore questions such as: Will the Viksit Bharat 2047 initiative lead to the development of 
rural women? What is the current status of rural women in India? Ultimately, this research seeks to provide a roadmap for transformation, paving the way for women’s 
empowerment in rural India.

Empowering Women: Challenges and Initiatives in Indian Democracy
Sonia, Student, Department of Political Science, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi

The Indian Constitution enshrines gender equality in its Preamble, Fundamental Rights, Fundamental Duties, and Directive Principles. It reflects many human rights 
from the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, yet gender disparity persists even after over seventy years of independence. Women’s empowerment is crucial for 
achieving true democratic values and is closely linked to political participation. Although the percentage of women voters has risen, their political involvement still 
falls short compared to men. The Government of India has introduced several initiatives to support women, including Beti Bachao Beti Padhao, Ladli Laxmi Yojna, and 
Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana. The National Commission for Women, aims to safeguard women’s rights, while the 73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendments reserve seats 
for women in local Panchayats and Municipalities to enhance their decision-making roles. Despite these efforts, challenges remain. Addressing these issues requires 
not only better political representation but also a secure environment and prompt justice for women. The pending Women’s Reservation Bill, which proposes 33% 
reservation for women in Parliament and state assemblies, highlights ongoing gaps. Creating a safer environment for women and educating men on respectful behavior 
are crucial for genuine empowerment.

Gender Gap In Contemporary Indian Politics: Participation And Representation
Sulbha Narayan Bhalekar, Student, Department of Political Science, Milind College, Aurangabad (Maharashtra)

Despite India’ s democratic progress a significant gender gap in contemporary Indian politics. women’s political participation and representation in politics lagging 
far behind their male counterparts. This paper examines the contemporary gender gap in Indian politics, focusing women’s participation and representation in Indian 
politics. Exploring the complex interplay of factors that plays important role in women under representation, in contemporary Indian politics. like social, cultural and 
institutional factors. Through mixed methods approach combining qualitative and quantitative data, and primary and secondary sources uses for paper. This paper 
identity key barriers to women’s participation and representation, paper findings highlight the need to women in Indian politics and decision -making process. To address 
the gender gap and promote inclusive representation. This research paper aims to inform strategies for empowering women voices and prompting gender equality in the 
Indian democratic process.

Mapping The Trends In Indian Women Movement 
Swati Karal, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Central University of Haryana, Mahendragarh (Haryana) 

History witnessed the brunt that women bore under the patriarchal norms which subjugated and relegated them to male authority and domination. To question the social 
and culturally constructed norms, women unified to demand liberty, equality, and dignity. Initially the demands were raised at a micro level, but later got culminated 
into a broad spectrum and developed into a form of movement. The emergence of the women’s movement is marked by transitions, due to the changing course of time, 
space, and context. This paper attempts to trace the trajectories that women’s movement faced in India, by highlighting the shifting concerns and strategies which were 
an outcome of the plurality of perspectives that were existing within the movement. The paper also aims to identify why the movement has not been able to generate 
consensus on a pan-India level due to fragmentation in their demands, ideologies, and issues. The methodology of the paper is descriptive and analytical in nature to 
draw comparison between various phases of women movement. 

Inclusion Beyond Binary: Examining The Role of Third Gender In Indian Electoral Politics (2014-2024)
Vatsal Chaudhary, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Vardhaman College Bijnor (U.P.)

Prof (Dr.) Jitendra Kumar Vishwakarma, Professor, Department of Political Science, Vardhaman College Bijnor (U.P.)

This research paper delves into the political representation and participation of transgender individuals in India between 2014 and 2024, focusing on developments 
following the landmark NALSA judgment. It thoroughly analyses transgender engagement in State Legislative Assembly elections across all states and union territories 
during the same period, alongside their participation in the Lok Sabha elections of 2014, 2019, and 2024. The paper will also include some local body elections case 
studies such as the Municipal Corporation of Delhi elections. Utilising a state-wise approach, the study investigates the extent of inclusivity and the barriers encountered 
by transgender candidates and voters in the Indian electoral system. The number of people contesting the elections will be used as a variable for determining the 
representation of the community, while the number of voters for determining participation. Additionally, the paper showcases case studies of successful transgender 
leaders, highlighting instances of both achievement and challenges within the complex realm of Indian politics. This research aims to contribute valuable insights into 
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the evolving landscape of transgender political representation in India, offering a nuanced understanding of the strides made and the ongoing hurdles faced in achieving 
equitable participation and representation.

Women Participation in Public Administration as Administrators: Analysing Gender Issues and Opportunities in India
Aditi Shekhawat, Research Scholar, Department of Public Administration, University of Rajsthan, Jaipur (Rajasthan)

Siddharth Rathore, Research Scholar, Department of Public Administration, University of Rajsthan, Jaipur (Rajasthan)

Women bring unique and diverse perspectives and approaches to Public Administration which can foster more comprehensive and inclusive policy making, their 
participation is also pivotal for achieving gender parity and enriching governance with valuable and holistic insights. Despite numerous policies and initiatives aimed 
at enhancing gender diversity, women in India continue to face considerable challenges in public administration roles. This disparity highlights the persistent structural 
and cultural barriers that women face in the public sector. This research paper delves into the current status of women as administrators in Indian public administration, 
examining the challenges they face and the effectiveness of existing policies and initiatives designed to enhance gender inclusivity. The study employs a secondary data-
based research methodology, leveraging existing literature, government reports, policy documents, and statistical data to gather insights. Key sources include academic 
articles, national and state-level government publications, census data, and reports from international organizations. A thematic analysis approach is used to identity and 
categorize recurring themes and patterns related to women’s participation, barriers, and support mechanisms in public administration. By synthesizing these secondary 
data sources, the study provides a comprehensive overview of the progress and ongoing challenges in promoting women’s participation in public administration. The 
findings also underscore the need for comprehensive policy reforms, enhanced capacity-building programs, and robust support systems to foster a more inclusive public 
administration. By providing actionable recommendations, this study aims to guide policymakers and stakeholders in creating an equitable environment that supports 
and amplifies the voices of women administrators. 

Strengthening Self Help Groups for Women as a Gender Based Strategy for Achieving Viksit Bharat@2047
Ms. Kavya C T, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Cauvery College, Gonikoppa (Karnataka)

As the Government of India works towards achieving the vision of Viksit Bharat-2047, which aims to create a developed and inclusive India by 2047, it is important to 
strengthen and expand the reach of SHGs as a gender-based strategy. The United Nations has included empowerment of women as one of the Sustainable Development 
Goals. The Sustainable Development Goal 5 states “Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls”. The evolution of self help groups in India has marked 
a significant shift, empowering women and propelling sustainable national development. This journey, extensively explored, reveals the profound impact of these 
grassroots initiatives. The research database is unequivocal about the impact of SHGs on various indicators of women empowerment. SHGs have emerged as crucial 
agents for financial empowerment, entrepreneurship, and the development of women’s leadership skills. By overcoming the digital divide and establishing collaborative 
alliances with various stakeholders, they’ve created pathways to a more equitable and prosperous society. SHGs serve as catalysts for social value creation, community 
welfare, and societal progress, aligning their objectives with the broader agenda of sustainable development and achieving the SDGs. An enabling environment is 
to be created for SHGs to thrive and expand their impact. It necessitates sustained policy backing, strategic investments, and a comprehensive approach to women’s 
empowerment. Such an approach will contribute to India’s journey towards achieving gender equality in sustainable development goal of Viksit Bharat@2047.

Viksit Bharat And The Role Of Rural Women
Laishram Pratima Chanu, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Manipur University, Imphal (Manipur)

Prof. Nameirakpam Bijen Meetei, Department of Political Science, Manipur University, Imphal (Manipur)

The rural-urban divide continues to be an unresolved issue in India, even seven decades after India gained independence. Without a comprehensive understanding of rural 
livelihoods especially those of rural women, the aspiration of achieving a self-reliant Bharat cannot be realized. This study investigates the frequently overlooked roles of 
rural women and delves into the challenges they encounter in their daily lives. The study is based on various reviewed research papers, websites, books, and reports. The 
study also draws on insights obtained from semi-structured interviews that include open-ended questions. For sample collection, three Panchayats in Thoubal District, 
Manipur, were chosen randomly. The essential findings include financial constraints, political impediments, societal constructs, healthcare hurdles, etc. These gaps can 
be resolved with government intervention, a shift in women’s own perspectives, more investment in skill development, and improved awareness initiatives.

Women-led Development Strength for Viksit Bharat@2047: A Study of Jammu and Kashmir (UT)
 Dr. Lakshman Kothapeta, Associate Professor & Head, Department of Politics and Governance, Central University of Kashmir, Srinagar (J&K)

The 21st Century will be India’s Century as the country pole vaults in the confident of its capacities. Today India’s projected growth is 5th largest economy in the world. 
By 2027 India’s position would be 3rd largest economy as GDP crosses US$5 trillion (IMF estimated). Up to 2047- poised to be US$ 30 trillion economy will all 
attributes of a developed nation. There is enormous work has been undertaken in a mission mode to make India a Viksit Bharat by 2047. For this aspect, the Government 
of India is committed to women-led development is emphasizing the country’s advocacy for gender equality on a global scale. India’s successful G20 presidency, ushered 
in a new era of empowerment with a focus on women-led development. Several initiatives/schemes launched by the government of India to support financial and social 
inclusion of women. These initiatives aim to ensure gender justice, equality and the full participation of women in shaping India’s socio-economic, political and cultural 
landscape. This paper’s main objective is evaluate the implementation and impact of various Indian Government schemes for women-led development in general and 
in Jammu and Kashmir (UT) particularly post–abrogation of Article 370. Methodology has used qualitative and quantitative, and for the data collection used primary 
and secondary sources. 

Supreme Court’s Judgements on Women’s Justice & Empowerment
Dr. Patil Shivaji Subrao, Prof.& Head, Dept. of Political Science, Karmaveer Bhaurao Patil University,Satara, Satara (Maharashtra) 

The Supreme Court is the highest court of the land or it is apex court in India. The Supreme Court of India was established on 28th January, 1950.The Supreme Court 
is also celebrating its AmritMahotsva. The judicial review and judicial activism has strengthened the principles such as rule of law, liberty, equality and dignity of an 
individual which are intrinsic for the integrity of nation and for robust and healthy democracy. The Supreme Court has become more active in the areas as like health, 
child, bonded labours, corruption, environment, education, women, depressed classes etc. The Supreme Court has decided many cases to protect Women’s rights. The 
judgements like C.B. Muthamma Case (1979), Shah Banu Case (1985), Neera Mathur (1991), Vishakha Case (1997), Samatha and State of Andhra Pradesh (1997), Lily 
Thomas Bigmy Case , Aruna Shanbaug Case (2011), Nirbhaya Case (2014), Triple Talaq Case (2016), Puttaswamy Case (2017),Joseph Shine Case (2018), Hijab Case 
(2023),etc. have given Justice to Women. Because of this verdicts, Women can improve their life. In this paper prominent Supreme Court judgements related to women 
Justice and empowerment are discussed. The present paper is also an attempt to make analysis of judicial activism of the Court related to Women’s rights.

Political Participation of Women in India: The Paradox
Poornima Tripathi, Assistant Professor, Political Science, ARSD College, New Delhi

General elections, 2024 has reiterated the fact that women in politics in India has to go a long way before they occupy significant seats in the Parliament. As of today, 
women hold a meager of 13.67 percent seats in Parliament, slightly lower than the 17th Lok Sabha which was 14 percent. The situation resonates at the local level also 
For example, in 2017 Assembly Elections in the most populous Indian state Uttar Pradesh (UP), women as voter turnout has risen, more competitors have stood against 
women candidates, fewer women have won and a growing number have lost their deposits, The only exception was for the seats reserved for Scheduled Caste (SC) 
candidates. The proportion of women winning SC seats was more than double to that of those winning general seats. The paradox continues with the facts that States 
with the worst sex ratios have more women members of legislative assemblies (MLAs). Similarly female literacy in UP grew from 59.3 per cent in 2011 to 63.4 per cent 
in 2023, and the sex ratio improved from 908 to 912, according to census data compiled by the NITI Aayog. All this happened over a period when women in India’s 
most populous state, UP, have become healthier and better educated, reinforcing the point that there is no correlation between these indicators; consistent improvement 
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in literacy and sex ratio is not getting translated into better political representation of women. What could be the reasonable answer to this oxymoron? Do the Patriarchal 
narratives key to survival for Indian women politicians? Present paper tries to explore possible explanation to these vital questions. I closely observed patters of their 
election behavior and have sought to uncover the tools, tactics and resources used by individuals and organizations to empower women to overcome the obstacles 
preventing them from political equity and equality. It appears that the obstacles to the political participation of women were the lack of public social support and political 
party support, entrenched traditional views, lack of confidence, lack of financial means, lack of capacity building opportunities, lack of access to technology, gender 
discrimination, and division according to ethnic lines, violence, and intimidation. At the local and community level or all the way to the highest levels of government, 
women are often underrepresented in leadership positions, left without a voice in decision-making and ignored as an electorate. Women hold only 22 percent of national 
parliamentary positions globally. This means that women are underrepresented in all facets of the political process often due to social-cultural barriers, the absence of 
training and resources for women’s political organizing, standards of living and precarious economic challenges. All this is happening when parameters of health and 
education are gradually improving for women. Through this paper, it is reinforced that this pattern should break and women need to claim their positions in decision 
–making process through elections.

PANEL - 19
TRADITION OF INDIAN POLITICAL THINKING

Traditional Knowledge of Statecraft in India: Challenges and Prospects
Dr. Ansuiya Nain, Assistant Professor, Department of International Relations, Central University of Kerala, Capital Centre, Thiruvananthapuram (Kerala)

Professor Sanjeev Kumar Sharma, Head, Department of Political Science, Dean Faculty of Arts, Director Academics, Chaudhary Charan Singh University, Meerut (Uttar 
Pradesh)

Efforts to find the root point of the latest concept of good governance from the vast, detailed, comprehensive, all-touching, all-inclusive, amazing and unimaginable 
originality, combined ideology of the world welfare vision of the ancient texts of the world’s oldest culture and most unique civilization are rare as well as rewarding. 
In these, it is also inevitable that the contagious feeling of natural, spontaneous respect for the glory of Indian cultural traditional knowledge should be combined 
with impartial, absolute, neutral, scientific and analytical interest. The same is expected to be present at the root of logical reasoning and intellectual exploration. The 
miraculous diversity and its natural acceptance present in the Indian societies of thousands of centuries ago, the unimaginable vision of world welfare, the strong 
expression of universal good wishes, the wish for peace of all living beings, creatures and stars, the unbelievable symbiosis of agreement and disagreement, the universal 
salutation of intellectual excellence, the conduct of political-administrative agencies governed by religion and decorum, the unique divine feeling of godliness in every 
particle of the entire universe, the universally accepted excellence of learning and knowledge, the association of the entire community with a sense of oneness, the desire 
to speak with everyone, understand and know together, work and worship together, the ideological diversity among all and the multiplicity of languages, methods of 
worship, etc., along with the same mantra, similar aspiration, similar heart desire, the expectation of considering the entire earth as a family, beyond self and other, the 
desire to consider the whole world as a family, the desire to be a part of the larger society, completely free from narrow-mindedness. It is indeed a sacred duty to look 
at the Indian traditional collective intelligence which has many incredible specialties like the pure desire of the noble, the renunciation of self-interest for the common 
good, the feeling of self-respect towards all beings, etc. It is indeed a sacred duty but also the collective responsibility of all of us.

Can There Be An Indian Political Theory?
Alok Ranjan, PhD Candidate, Centre for Political Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi

This paper seeks to reflect on the possibilities of encounters between decoloniality and political theory in India. In a constructive shift from the postcolonial critique 
of Eurocentrism of social theory, a decolonial approach calls for indigenous ways of theorizing. While some political theorists have incorporated this approach in 
reimagining theory in India, others have proposed a more definitive project- of an Indian Political Theory. Reflecting on both these strands together and mapping their 
interconnected debates, this paper observes that they over-emphasise on thought traditions and intellectual history as methods of alternate theorizing. This creates a 
danger of substituting singular native traditions with Western history as the background of concept development. Taking exception to this pattern, this paper argues that 
any attempt to revitalize a non-western political theory needs to reckon with present realities, lifeworlds, and ways of thinking as much as those of the past. Beyond 
discovering histories of alternate political organization, cosmologies and metaphysics, a reinvigorated political theory requires sensitive attention to the empirical 
processes of social-political life. It is in the encounter between ordinary life and epistemic frames that a more context oriented political theory can be grounded. 

Evaluating Continuity and Change in Indian Political Thought: A Journey from Traditional to Contemporary Era 
Dr. Amit Kumar Kushwaha, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, University of Lucknow, Lucknow (Uttar Pradesh)

Adarsh Dwivedi, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, University of Lucknow, Lucknow (Uttar Pradesh) 

Indian Political Thought encompasses a vast and diverse range of ideas, concepts, and philosophies that have evolved over thousands of years. Going back to ancient 
period which is roughly from 1500 BCE to 500 BCE the focus was on Dharma, Karma and Varna that is duty, action and social order respectively. Arthashastra written 
by Kautilya in the same period forms the basis of realist political thought providing timeless political views on statecraft and governance. In the medieval period, 
Buddhist and Jain along with Islam influences and impacted the then political thought. Colonialism and Nationalism were the considerable factors that have shaped the 
contemporary Indian Political Thought. The resistance shown against the mighty power and the freedom movement with the contribution of influential thinkers like M.K 
Gandhi, B.G Tilak, Sri Aurobindo and many more played a pivotal role in configuring the political renaissance. This paper aims to trace the journey of Indian political 
thought from the ancient to the contemporary times to analyze the traditional and contemporary views on various themes that is state and governance, social justice and 
equality, individual freedom and rights, moral and ethical principles, spiritual and philosophical foundations of the political thought and nationalism. The paper will 
further delve upon the synthesis of traditional and contemporary ideas and how the focus on social justice and equality evolve over the time . The paper will also try to 
analyze the various factors influencing the political thought across era to understand the richness and complexity of Indian Political Thought. 

Marriage and Lineage in Khasi Customary Laws
Rev. Fr Venky Kharsyiemiong, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, William Carey University, Shillong (Meghalaya)

Dr. PGJ Richard, Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, William Carey University, Shillong (Meghalaya)

In the context of Viksit Bharat@2057, where traditional practices and modern advancements converge, Khasi customary laws on marriage and lineage play a crucial 
role in cultural preservation and promotion. Marriage in Khasi society is a sanctified institution requiring extensive familial and clan approval to ensure compatibility 
and resolve any impediments. This tradition upholds monogamy and strictly forbids unions within the same clan, reflecting the community’s commitment to maintaining 
social structure and harmony. Lineage, defined matrilineally, is a cornerstone of Khasi identity, influencing marriage eligibility and inheritance rights. The preservation 
of these matrilineal customs is vital for maintaining the tribe’s cultural continuity. Despite attempts to formalize these practices through legislative measures like 
the Lineage Act of 1997, challenges persist due to inconsistent application and interpretation. This study, aligned with the vision of Viksit Bharat@2057 to integrate 
traditional values with modern governance, aims to evaluate the efficacy of Khasi marriage and lineage laws. By focusing on the Eastern West Khasi Hills and East 
Khasi Hills districts, the research seeks to clarify the application of these customs, address implementation challenges, and propose solutions that harmonize cultural 
heritage with contemporary legal frameworks.

Gandhi and the Shaping of Indian Modernity
Dr. Rajesh Kumar, Assistant Professor, Satyawati College, Delhi

The terms modernisation, modernism, and modernity all originate from the concept of modernity. Modernisation refers to the transformation or replacement of traditional 
elements with modern ones. Modernism is the preference for the modern over the traditional. Modernity is the state of being modern, which is it a complex concept. 
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Similarly, the experience of colonialism was also complex. Contrary to common belief, Gandhi viewed Indian traditions as ways of life through the lens of Western 
modernist thought. While Gandhi’s ideas appear deeply rooted in traditional Indian practices, he also embraced the scientific approach and strategies of modern political 
movements in Europe and America. Gandhi was consistently open to discussions, even when his views were firm on certain matters. In this paper, I explore how the 
concept of modernity could benefit from discussions on ‘Hind Swaraj’. It is observed that Gandhi’s ideas present two distinct critiques of modernity. The first critique 
involves rejecting fundamental aspects of modernity, such as modern industrial society and the nation-state. The second critique suggests integrating traditions, including 
religions, into the framework of a pluralistic democracy to create alternative versions of the nation-state and modern industrial society.

Harmonizing Customary and Formal Legal Systems: The Influence of Namghars on Legal Pluralism in Assam
Rimpi Borah, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Mount Carmel College, Autonomous, Bengaluru (Karnataka)

Legal pluralism in Assam is characterized by the coexistence of multiple legal systems, including state laws and customary laws practiced by various ethnic and 
indigenous communities. One significant aspect of this pluralism involves the role of Namghars—traditional community worship centres in Assam, primarily associated 
with the Vaishnavism movement initiated by Srimanta Sankardeva in the 15th century. Namghars, integral to Assamese cultural and religious life, serve as vital 
community hubs that influence social norms and local governance. They embody the principles of Vaishnavism and play a crucial role in maintaining cultural traditions 
and fostering social cohesion. Namghars, while primarily religious institutions, also function as informal centres for community decision-making and conflict resolution. 
Their influence extends into the realm of legal pluralism, where traditional practices and formal legal frameworks intersect and sometimes conflict. Customary laws in 
Assam, practiced by various indigenous communities, often come into conflict with formal state laws. Namghars, as centres for religious and community life, embody 
these customary practices and play a crucial role in resolving disputes and enforcing traditional norms. Their influence extends to areas such as conflict resolution, 
community governance, and the reinforcement of social norms. This paper provides an analysis of how Namghars influence and are influenced by legal pluralism in 
Assam, highlighting both the challenges and opportunities for creating a balanced and effective legal framework that respects cultural traditions while advancing formal 
legal principles. 

Role and Impact of Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Grameen Kaushalya Yojana On Youth Development 
Mr. Sourabh Prakash, Research Scholar, Department of Public Administration, Rajiv Gandhi National Institute of Youth Development, RC, Chandigarh

Dr. T. Gopinath, Assistant Professor and Head, Department of Public Administration, Rajiv Gandhi National Institute of Youth Development, RC, Chandigarh

The Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Grameen Kaushalya Yojana (DDU-GKY) is a flagship program initiated by the Government of India aimed at enhancing the employability 
of rural youth. Launched in 2014, this scheme is a significant component of the National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (NREGS) and seeks to address the gap 
between rural poverty and employment opportunities. The primary objective of DDU-GKY is to provide skills training to unemployed and underemployed youth in rural 
areas, thus fostering sustainable livelihoods and economic development. This research paper provides a comprehensive overview of the role and impact of DDU-GKY. 
The program is designed to offer vocational training across various sectors such as agriculture, manufacturing, services, and more, tailored to the local economic context. 
By partnering with private sector organizations, educational institutions, and NGOs, the program ensures that training modules are industry-relevant and aligned with 
market demands. The impact of DDU-GKY is multi-faceted. On the economic front, it has contributed to a reduction in rural unemployment rates and enhanced income 
levels among trained youth. Socially, the program has empowered women and marginalized communities by providing them with skills and opportunities that were 
previously inaccessible. Additionally, the scheme promotes entrepreneurship by equipping individuals with the necessary skills to start their own businesses. Despite 
its successes, the program faces challenges such as inconsistent implementation across regions, the need for continuous updates to training modules, and ensuring the 
quality of training providers. Addressing these issues is crucial for maximizing the program’s impact and achieving its long-term goal.

Amartya Sen’s Capability Approach and Its Implications for India’s Development Policy
Ms. Anchal Chauhan, Doctoral Scholar, Department of Political Science, Chaudhary Charan Singh University, Meerut (Uttar Pradesh) 

 Amartya Sen’s Capability Approach has profoundly influenced contemporary development theory, offering a paradigm shift from traditional economic metrics 
to a more holistic evaluation of human well-being. This paper explores the implications of Sen’s Capability Approach for India’s development policy, emphasizing the 
need for a reorientation from purely economic growth indicators to the enhancement of individual capabilities. The Capability Approach advocates that true development 
should be measured not by GDP alone, but by the actual freedoms and opportunities people enjoy. This perspective challenges the prevailing growth-centric policies 
in India, which often overlook the socio-economic disparities that inhibit the realization of human potential. India, a country marked by significant regional and social 
inequalities, presents a unique case for applying Sen’s framework. The study critically examines India’s development strategies, particularly in areas such as education, 
healthcare, and social security, through the lens of the Capability Approach. It argues that despite impressive economic growth, the lack of equitable access to these 
fundamental capabilities has perpetuated poverty, inequality, and social exclusion. The paper also highlights the role of democratic institutions and public action, 
as emphasized by Sen, in fostering an environment where individual capabilities can flourish. It assesses policy initiatives like the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA and the Right to Education Act (RTE) in terms of their effectiveness in enhancing capabilities. In conclusion, the study posits 
that for India to achieve sustainable and inclusive development, there must be a deliberate policy shift towards enhancing capabilities across all sections of society. This 
requires not only economic reforms but also a robust commitment to social justice and equity, ensuring that every individual has the opportunity to lead a life they value. 
Through this lens, the paper contributes to the ongoing discourse on development policy in India, advocating for a more capability-centred approach to policy-making.

Emerging Trends of State Politics in India: Retrospect and Prospect 
Dr. Pankaj Kumar Pankaj, HoD, Assistant Professor, Annada College, Hazaribag (Jharkhand)

The rise of 21st has opened some new ways of Indian politics that seem not to be perfectly democratic. These ways are neither of dictatorship nor of totalitarianism rather 
they open the declining capacity of welfare state. The effects of globalization on Indian politics has made an imbalance between gains of social classes and corporative 
interests which take the political regimes to adopt some measures that can be called ‘post democracy’. Through this work we come to know that so many new tendencies 
have emerged in it which has wildly influenced the nature of the Indian politics. India is a pluralistic society and the various groups, castes, religions, minorities and the 
people speaking various languages have influenced the Indian politics. There has been a plenty of changes in nature of party-politics, agenda setting, policy priorities, 
role of media and aspirations of people. The present paper intends to realize the features of Indian politics in context of party politics, growing corporate interventions 
and role of media in the changed scenario.

Locating Democracy in Ancient India: A Theoretical Perspective
Ms. Drishti Sah, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, University of Delhi, Delhi

The essence of democracy is central to the national integrity. Although democracy has originally been associated with western construct, its principles have transcended 
the global boundaries and are now evident in non-western countries. The organic roots of democracy can be traced back to the political practices of Ancient India, 
highlighting India’s role as the Motherland of Democracy. The study will examine how the early forms of governance has contributed to the development ideals, 
and shaping the contemporary democratic thought. This paper aims to explore the origins and developments of democratic concepts, emphasizing India’s significant 
place in the global history of democracy. The paper would also delve into how the historicity of democracy has evolved over the years from broad perspectives to the 
institutional frameworks of the Vedic Ages. The findings suggest that the recognition of ancient democratic tradition would offer valuable insights and inspires towards 
a comprehensive view of democracy’s origin and development.

Traditional Political System among the Garos of Meghalaya and Viksit Bharat @2047
Prof. (Dr.) Soma Bhowmick, Vice Chancellor, William Carey University, Shillong (Meghalaya)

Wansteer N. Marak, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, William Carey University, Shillong (Meghalaya)
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The Garos, established their settlements in uninhabited mountainous tracts, each led by a Nokma, the Chief or Headman of the clan, referred to as the A king Nokma. 
Each Garo village community is an autonomous political unit, with the Nokma as its head. The Nokma’s office is held through the right of the A•king, which traditionally 
belongs to his wife and her ma•chong (clan). By tradition, the heiress wife is considered the actual A•king Nokma, who is the clan head and custodian of A•king land, 
while her husband performs the duties.The paper is divided in the following: The first section explores the traditional administrative system in the Garo Hills, focusing 
on Nokmaship during the pre-and post-British periods. The second section analyzes the impact of British administration and post-independence developments, as well 
as the Sixth Schedule of the Indian Constitution and the role of the Garo Hills Autonomous District Council. The third section addresses challenges faced by Nokmaship 
amidst modern political and legal systems. The final section explores innovative solutions to the challenges and how it furthers the goals of Viksit Bharat @2047.

Tradition of Indian Political Thinking
Prof. Jitendra Narayan, HOD of Political Science (Retd.) Former Dean of Social Sciences of Law, L.N. Mithila University, Darbhanga (Bihar)

History of political thinking in India has a very long and sound tradition. It emphatically, deeply and logically underlines that the institution of the state; the core subject 
of the entire political thinking is an indispensible institution needed for a civilized society. It is very important to note that other countries of the world had to travel a 
long and to struggle very hard for centuries to accept the indispensible nature of the institution of the state. However, even today many countries of the world are not 
ready to accept the indispensible nature of the state because of many reasons including the dominating nature of religion there, which results anarchy there now and then. 
However, Indian tradition of Political thinking from it’s ancient time, believes that anarchy is worse than the highest tyranny. Although, our tradition favours a powerful 
ruler, it makes very clear that this power is to be used only for the welfare of the ruled. The foremost duty of the ruler is Rakshna (protection) and Palana (nurture) of the 
subjects. He is asked to ensure their Yoga-Kshema, a broad term implying the idea of welfare. It has been made very loud and clear that “In the happiness of the Subjects 
lies the happiness of the King and what is beneficial to the Subjects lies his own benefit”. It has also been underlined that the duty of the ruler is to provide social security 
for the minors, the sick, the aged and unemployed. Unique concept of Rajdharma contains the finest seeds of not only welfare state but also a state based on the principal 
of constitutionalism. Infact, our tradition of political thinking has not only influenced the minds of the Framers of our Constitution but successfully created the political 
culture which does not allow to accept the desperate acts of some of the persons and institutions trying to create Anarchy in the country today.

Right to Health and End-of-Life Decisions: Reflections of Indian Traditions
Purna Kanta Taye, Doctoral Scholar, Department of Political Science, Gauhati University, Guwahati (Assam) 

Jayanta Krishna Sarmah, Professor and Head, Department of Political Science, Dean, Faculty of Arts, Gauhati University, Guwahati (Assam) 

The matter of right to health draws a significant attention worldwide, specifically of the aged population. In India, right to health and end of life decisions of the older 
population has been dealt with through the ages in different forms. This paper tries to explore Indian traditional patterns of right to health and end of life decisions and 
their reconcilements and contradictions in contemporary discourses. Under this backdrop, this paper mainly analyses the Chandogya Upanishad (VI) and Bhagavad 
Gita’s worldviews over human life and death. For this purpose, the philosophical foundations of life, death, dharma, karma, Atman, rebirth, liberation or moksha of 
Indian traditions are analysed. Thus, this paper contextualises right to health of aged populations and end-of-life decisions to locate its position within the philosophical 
foundations of these Indian traditions. At the same time the paper analyses contemporary discourses based on Supreme court judgement of 2011 and 2018 to ensure 
“dignity in death” for chronically ill patients. Additionally, despite these judicial developments, still lacks of End-of-Life Care (EOLC) policy and legal protection for 
living and dying people in India. By analysing this tradition can provide a broader contextual frame to make more culturally fitted EOLC policy in India to ensure right 
to dignified life and death. In conclusion, this paper argues that a right-based approach of EOLC policy can help to access quality and affordable healthcare facilities for 
aged chronically ill persons, where the Indian State must respect the right their right to realise dignified life based on the philosophical foundations of these two Indian 
traditions.

 Understanding India’s Ayurvedic Diplomacy
Sana Z Ahmed, Scholar, Department of Politcial Science, IGNOU, New Delhi

This paper briefly analyses India’s contribution to the global health sector through its ancient Ayurvedic diplomacy. India expanded its soft power through its Yoga and 
Ayurvedic diplomacy across the world in the 21st century. India also successfully expanded its medical diplomacy through ancient Ayurvedic treatments and products. 
In 2014, India initiated AYUSH (Ayurveda-Yoga-Unani-Siddha-Homeopathy), a new ministry to promote Indian traditional and old medical techniques, it is also 
collaborating with China, Germany, Brazil, Iran and Magnolia to promote research and innovations in the field of Ayurveda. The recent inauguration of the WHO-Global 
Centre for Traditional Medicine (GCTM) and the Global Ayush Investment and Innovation Summit (GAIIS) marks the development and contributions in the field of 
traditional medicine in India and its commitment to global health and well-being. Several nations have included yoga and Ayurveda in their healthcare systems as a result 
of these practices rising in popularity worldwide. Ayurveda has become more popular as an alternative medical system in nations like Germany, Switzerland, and Japan. 
Currently, there are around 2,000 Ayurvedic retreat centres located throughout the world, including about 100 of them in the United States. India’s traditional medicine 
legacies have also played a significant role in promoting medical tourism in the country.

Vivekananda’s Bharat in context of Vikshit Bharat @2047
Shubham Rai, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi (U.P.) 

When we talk about Swami Vivekanand then we must remember this line “Arise awake and stop not till the goal is reached” this line always inspire youth of the nation 
Swami Vivekananda’s idea of Bharat explain how can we make India a developed country. In 21st century the idea of Swami Vivekananda about India is relevant in 
the context of viksit Bharat 2047 what our prime minister Narendra Modi spoke, viksit Bharat 2047 will be that Bharat where each and everyone will respect to each 
other sentiments where once again our nation will lead to the world .For Viksit Bharat youth of the nation will play a very crucial role .In context of viksit Bharat 
Swami Vivekananda says that if you want to service to the God then you have to service the poor people our prime minister Narendra Modi also talk about it universal 
brotherhood and World family would be the inspiring principle of viksit Bharat 2047 . Viksit Bharat 2047 only does not mean the development of science and technology 
viksit Bharat means development of human kind development of humanity it is a kind of integral humanism which talks about proper development of a society Swami 
Vivekanand wanted to establishe India’s Dharm and culture as a human religion which will bring peace and prosperity in the world society. Our culture and ancient belief 
system or it can be said by Sanatan Dharma we can achieve the goal of viksit Bharat 2047 and hindutva would play crucial role in achieving the goal of viksit Bharat 
2047 because hindutva means tolerance ,universal brotherhood ,world is family etc.

Main Features of the Indian Political Thinking
Dr. Kiran Jha, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukherjee University, Ranchi (Jharkhand)

Indian Political Thinking is one of the most developed political thinking in the history of Political Thought. Indian Political Thought ancient, modern or contemporary 
have developed some indigenous tools and concepts which are very much essential to understand the political concepts of India. The present paper sheds light on the 
main feature of Indian Political Thinking. This paper is based on the classical text of Ancient India. The impulse for Philosophy in general and Political Philosophy in 
particular may originate in curiosity or in doubt or in faith. According to the Greeks, Knowledge arises from curiosity. “You Greeks are always boys; there is not an old 
man among you; you are young in Your Souls,” said the Egyptian priest in Plato’s Timaeus. He was right. They never lost the boys insatiable curiosity. They were a race 
of seekers after unknown truth. “All men want to know”, said Aristotle and he added “the feeling of wonder makes the true Philosopher, for this is the only Source of 
Philosophy.” It is because of this curiosity that Greece is one of the mainsprings of civilization. In contrast, European Political Thinking arose from doubt. For Hobbes, 
the prime mover of thinking is doubt. Hobbes was the most radical of all the skeptics of his age. His skepticism is so extravagant that one may be inclined to exclaim, 
what Hobbes himself is said to explained on seeing the proof of the forty seventh theorem in Euclid, “My God this is impossible.” According to the tradition of Indian 
Thinkers source of knowledge is faith or reverence. Faith is the evidence of things not seen. It is the fulfillment of reason. Nowhere do they conflict or work at cross-
purposes. The Bhagwad Gita makes it quite clear that knowledge can be attained only through reverence and the skeptics are bound to be ruined.



171 Viksit Bharat @ 2047

The Role of Brahma Samaj In Protecting Human Rights In British India
Patralekha Sen, Assistant Professor, Department Of Political Science, Dr.B.R.Ambedkar College, Kultali (West Bengal)

The issue of human rights is considered as an important topic in today’s world. Many individuals, social organisations have played major role in support of human rights 
across the world. Raja Rammohan Roy, pioneer of modern India is considered among of them. His struggle for individual rights irrespective of sex, race, religion, seated 
him at the apex of high honour. He was the founder of Brahma Samaj (1828). Brahma Samaj played a significant role in protecting human rights in 19th century India. It 
stood against all kinds of violences perpetuated against women, social injustices in all aspects of the Hindu society, the discriminative nature of British colonial ruler at 
that time. The present paper seeks to analyse the role of Brahma Samaj in protecting human rights in British India.

Raja Rammohun Roy Advocacy of Women’s Rights: A Beacon for Gender Equality Contemporary India
Shambhavi Jha, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, JPU, Chapra (Bihar)

Sanjay Pathak, Professor, Department of Political Science, JPU, Chapra (Bihar)

The past 78 years have seen India evolve into a democratic economy, yet facets of gender disparity and exploitation continue to mar the nation. Despite the country 
promoting initiatives like “Beti Bachao Beti Padhao,” gender inequality remains a prevalent issue. This research paper delves into the enduring legacy of Raja Rammohun 
Roy, a prominent social reformer in 19th-century India, whose advocacy for women’s rights continues to inspire contemporary gender equality movements. Roy’s 
relentless efforts to challenge deeply ingrained patriarchal norms and advocate for women’s education, property rights, and freedom from practices like Sati have left 
an indelible mark on Indian society. While significant progress has been made, India still struggles with entrenched gender disparities in various spheres, including 
education, property rights, and violence against women. Furthermore, the paper explores the modern landscape of gender issues in India, pinpointing key challenges and 
ongoing struggles. It draws parallels between Roy’s concerns and present-day feminist discourse, evaluates the applicability of his strategies and methods like advocacy, 
education, and social mobilization, in addressing current gender inequalities accounting the evolving social, economic, and political contexts. Employing a blend of 
historical analysis drawing from primary and secondary sources related to Roy’s work, and contemporary discourse analysis through examination of contemporary data 
and literature on gender issues in India, the study bridges the gap between past and present, showcasing the enduring influence of Roy’s vision. Ultimately, this research 
seeks to illustrate that his legacy is not merely a historical footnote, but a living testament to the transformative power of social reform. His unwavering commitment to 
women’s rights serves as a guiding light for contemporary India, reminding us of the progress made and the work that still needs to be done to achieve societal equity. 
By revisiting his ideas and strategies, valued lessons for the present and future of India’s gender equality issues can be gleaned.

PANEL - 20
POLITICS OF VIOLENCE AND GLOBAL TERRORISM

Exploring Linkage between Radicalisation and Terrorism in India: A Study of De-radicalisation Strategy of Maharashtra and Kerala
Prof. Sanjay K. Jha, Professor and Dean at the School of National Security Studies, Central University of Gujarat, Gandhinagar (Gujarat)

Parth Vipul Kumar Dave, Research Scholar, Centre for Security Studies, School of National Security Studies, Central University of Gujarat, Gandhinagar (Gujarat)

The phenomenon of radicalisation perpetrated by global terrorist organisations poses a significant security challenge for governments. India is also not an exception. 
India’s geographical location and religious pluralism create a range of fault lines that terrorist organisations use to pursue their political objectives through radicalisation. 
In these contexts, it is inevitable to understand the relations between radicalisation and terrorism by exploring India’s deradicalisation strategy adopted by the Indian 
states, especially Maharashtra and Kerala, in response to threats posed by ISIS. The examining deradicalization strategy provides a framework to understand India’s 
overall approach to dealing with the menace of radicalisation and its relations with terrorism. The article adopted mixed research methodology to analyse the data-
reported cases in India, in which the arrested persons have potential links with ISIS operatives.

The Reality of Islamic Radicalism in Uzbekistan: Internal Dynamics and External Pressures.
Prof. Jagmeet Bawa, Central University of H.P., Dharmshala (Himachal Pradesh)

Ms. Sabhbya Bhalla, Central University of H.P., Dharmshala (Himachal Pradesh)

This paper explores the complex dynamics of Islamic radicalization in Uzbekistan by tracing its historical roots and examining both internal and external factors contributing 
to its rise. The study delves into the origins of Islam in Central Asia and how religious, socio-economic, and political conditions within Uzbekistan have fostered an 
environment conducive to radicalization. Furthermore, it investigates the influence of external factors, such as foreign intervention and regional instability, with a specific 
focus on the impact of the Russia-Ukraine war. The paper also evaluates the counterterrorism strategies employed by the Uzbek government to combat radicalization, 
assessing their effectiveness and implications for regional security. Through this comprehensive analysis, the study aims to provide a deeper understanding of the 
challenges posed by Islamic radicalization in Uzbekistan.

Terrorism as Reification of New Age in Indian Subcontinent
Shivani Modi, Research Scholar, Ishwar Saran PG College, Prayagraj (U.P.)

In the course of beginning of third age of nuclear weapon, new avenues for treacherous territorial disputes along with menace of terrorist activities have been unleashed 
in South Asia. This paper aims to address the new dynamics of global terrorism and its ramifications on politics of violence. The augmented use of lethal and non-lethal 
weapons is putting the countries in mortal peril. It not only violates the human rights of civilians but also slow down the progress of affected country. Weaponisation 
of bots and drone, using artificial intelligence for terrorist acts is matter of major concern. Increasing number of manipulated and vulnerable youths getting access to 
internet and social media and becoming prey of online terrorists, proving to be a nail in the coffin for the peace and harmony in global world order. This paper endeavour 
to attain information regarding new dimensions of terrorism and how it uses new techniques to survive. After a quick perusal of new age of nuclear weapons, we will try 
to understand its repercussions on Indian subcontinent. Finally, we will discuss role of international organization in countering or escalating the danger of the situation

Trends of Structural Violence in Democratic India
Mr. Deepak Kumar, Research Scholar, Department of Gandhian and Peace Studies, MGCU, Motihari (Bihar)

Prof. Sunil Mahawar, Professor in the Department of Gandhian and Peace Studies, MGCU, Motihari (Bihar) 

India, the world’s largest democracy, is experiencing a paradoxical trend: while its economy continues to grow, structural violence remains pervasive. This structural 
violence impacts the most vulnerable citizens of India. The proposed research paper will examine contemporary manifestations of structural violence, focusing on 
income inequality, unemployment, and poverty. Despite the country’s liberal economic reforms, the widening gap between the affluent and the impoverished persists, 
and vulnerable citizens depend upon welfare policies. The proposed paper outlines the use of secondary data from various government reports and International Labour 
Organization (ILO) reports; the paper will try to explore the structural violence that has been persistent since the new liberal economy in India. This paper delves into the 
trends of structural violence and two critical components of this violence- fragmentation and marginalisation. And investigates whether political strategies intentionally 
sustain the socioeconomic disadvantages faced by vulnerable groups. This analysis highlights current trends and proposes potential pathways for addressing and 
mitigating structural violence.

 Cultural and Social Factors Contributing to Domestic Violence in India: An Analytical Study 
Bhim Singh Chandel, Research Scholar, Department. of Political Science, Patna University, Patna (Bihar) 

Prof. Deepti Kumari, Professor, Department. of Political Science, Patna University, Patna (Bihar)
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Domestic violence in India is a pervasive issue deeply rooted in the country’s cultural and social fabric. This analytical study examines the multifaceted factors 
contributing to the prevalence of domestic violence in Indian society. It highlights the role of entrenched patriarchal norms and gender inequality, which often position 
women in subordinate roles and justify their subjugation through violence. The dowry system, despite being outlawed, continues to perpetuate economic exploitation 
and violence against women, making it a significant contributor to domestic abuse. Cultural acceptance of violence as a legitimate form of control within the household 
further normalizes abusive behaviours, while social stigma and shame deter victims from seeking help or speaking out. Additionally, the lack of legal awareness and 
inadequate support systems hinder victims’ ability to escape abusive situations, exacerbating the cycle of violence. The study underscores the complexity of domestic 
violence in India, emphasizing that it is not merely a legal or individual issue but one deeply intertwined with cultural, social, and economic factors. It calls for a holistic 
approach to addressing domestic violence, involving legal reforms, public awareness campaigns, and the empowerment of women through education and economic 
opportunities. By analyzing these cultural and social factors, the study aims to contribute to a better understanding of the root causes of domestic violence in India and 
to inform more effective interventions and policy responses.

Negotiating with Terror: The Politics of Violence and Peace
Dr. Mohit Awasthi, Assistant Professor, Department of Peace Studies, Dr. Vishwanath Karad, MIT, WPU, Pune (Maharashtra)

Global terrorism presents a profound challenge to conventional diplomatic and political strategies. This article critically examines the complex interplay between 
violence and negotiation in the context of global terrorism. Drawing on case studies from diverse geopolitical settings, the research explores how states and international 
organizations engage with non-state actors that employ terror as a strategic tool. It investigates the political, ethical, and practical dilemmas faced by policymakers 
when negotiating with entities labelled as terrorists, focusing on the tension between the imperatives of security and the pursuit of peace. The article argues that, while 
traditional counterterrorism approaches often prioritize military and coercive measures, there is a growing recognition of the need for dialogue and negotiation as 
components of a comprehensive strategy. By analysing historical precedents and contemporary examples, the study seeks to contribute to a nuanced understanding of 
the politics of violence and peace, offering insights into the conditions under which negotiation might lead to sustainable conflict resolution.

Viksit Bharat: Political Violence and Political Integration
Ishan Tiru, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, St. Xavier’s College, Simdega, Ranchi (Jharkhand)

The idea of Viksit Bharat @ 2047 is that of a developed India; India, that will be ‘Vishwa-Guru’ by its 100th independence in 2047. The vision of Viksit Bharat focuses on 
the core areas of education, healthcare, technology, infrastructure, agriculture, environment for which a socio-politically stable and integrated national and international 
arena is a must. Neglecting the importance of integration may on one hand hinder the achievement of these goals, further different sections of the society may recourse 
to violence to solve their problems. This situation will give rise to ‘political violence’. The social, political and economic integration of the Scheduled Areas has 
been a challenging task for the governments. Various constitutional provisions, advisory committees, autonomous bodies, PESA (1996) and special provisions for 
representation in legislative bodies have been already provided but the dissatisfaction remains and the existence of the Red Corridor is the proof. This paper will focus 
on how to strike a balance between political violence and political integration especially in Schedule areas.

 Maoist Insurgency in Odisha: A Threat to the Vision of ‘Viksit Bharat’
Jayadev Dash, PHD Research Scholar, School of National Security Studies, Central University of Gujarat, Gandhinagar (Gujarat)

Prof. Sanjay Kumar Jha, Professor and Dean, School of National Security Studies, Central University of Gujarat, Gandhinagar (Gujarat)

This research paper analyzes the assertions made by government officials and government reports about the waning effect of Maoist insurgency in Odisha, to argue that 
the assessment of the rectitude behind such assertions defies themselves. The waning effect of Maoist insurgency in Odisha has become a highlighted assertion in the last 
two decades. On a year-on-year basis, government reports, think tanks and researchers have been making similar assertions. Even after six decades of its origin, Maoist 
survivance and pursuits in Odisha is a paradox of such assertions. This article comprises five sections to analyze those assertions and their refutations. The first section 
discusses the history and ebb and flow of the Maoist insurgency in Odisha. The government’s assertions and refutations have been presented in the second and third 
sections by assessing different paradoxical facts and data. The probability of the complete resurrection of Maoist insurgency in Odisha has been discussed in its fourth 
section. The fifth section underlines the present Maoist situation in Odisha by emphasizing the state-led Counterinsurgency strategies. At last, this paper focuses on how 
the severity of Maoist insurgency in Odisha can be a hindrance to achieve the vision of ‘Viksit Bharat’ by 2047.

 Violence Against Tribal Women in India 
Tanvee Bijarnia, Research Scholar, CWS, MLSU, Udaipur (Rajasthan) 

India has preached non-violence and peace in its policies and otherwise. It is a nation known for its traditional knowledge system which is scattered in its diverse 
population. This diversity can be seen in India’s tribal population also. But does this knowledge helps in preventing violence in general and against tribal women in 
particular. What sort of violence tribal women face and What are its causes? Several research articles, reports, cases, newspaper articles, incidents, websites and books 
are being referred to understand the nature, causes and implications of violence against tribal women. The number of incidents has increased on an alarming rate and 
yet many are not even reported. The issue of violence against tribal women is not a simple one to understand, intersectionality has an important role to play along with 
gender bias. For India to develop, it is important to discuss the issue of tribal women and atrocities against them in academia, put policies to maintain protection against 
intersectional harassment and introduce more efficient laws to punish the offenders. It also needs to address issues like literacy, poverty and awareness. 

Terrorism: A Threat to Global Peace and Security and India’s Response to Terrorism for Viksit Bharat @2047
Prof. Soma Bhowmick, Vice Chancellor, William Carey University, Shillong (Meghalaya), Vice President, Indian Political Science Association

Victor P Shimray, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, William Carey University, Shillong (Meghalaya)

India is in the forefront when it comes to response to counter terrorism. It has responded to terrorist in many ways especially through counter- terrorist operations, surgical 
strikes, legislation of new laws and through diplomacy. The concerted efforts and attention from the world community in facing the challenge of terrorism becomes our 
choice and not an option for maintaining global peace and security particularly for India in its journey towards Viksit Bharat @2047.The sources of the paper are based 
on the available literature and secondary data. The paper is divided into four parts. Introduction is the first part that deals with the Definitions, Concept and Characteristics 
of Terrorism. The second part will focus on United Nations measures and resolutions in dealing with Terrorism and how some of the terror activities around the world 
has affected nations and countries. The third part deals with Cross Border Terrorism and Counter- Terrorism measures that India is taking and how it affects the goals of 
Viksit Bharat@2047. The fourth part will include suggestions to Counter- Terrorism for Global Peace and Security and secure India for Viksit Bharat@2047.

Analyzing the Use of Human Shields in Kashmir’s Conflict Zones – A Case Study of Village Koil
Dr. Muzammil Ahad Dar, Assistant Professor, Kumaraguru College of Liberal Arts and Science, Coimbatore, (Tamil Nadu) 

This study investigates the use of unreported human shields by military forces in village koil. Located in the conflict-affected region of Kashmir. Over the last decade, the 
practice of using civilians as human shields has been documented in several reports by human rights organizations, including 27 specific incidents reported in Kashmir 
between 2013 and 2023 (Amnesty International, 2023). Studies have consistently shown the severe psychological impact on victims, with 85% exhibiting symptoms of 
post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) and 60% reporting chronic anxiety and depression as a result of being used as human shields (Doctors Without Borders, 2022). 
Economic analysis from the same region indicates that 70% of affected families experienced a significant loss of income, with many victims unable to return to their 
previous occupations or farming activities (International Crisis Group, 2023). This research also reviews the legal implications, highlighting that the use of human 
shields is a clear violation of international humanitarian law, particularly the Geneva Conventions, which prohibit such practices (International Committee of the Red 
Cross, 2022). Despite this, there has been a noted lack of accountability, with limited legal recourse or justice for victims in both domestic and international courts 
(South Asia Human Rights Documentation Centre, 2023). The research underscore the urgent need for comprehensive policy reforms and enhanced legal protections to 
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prevent further human rights abuses. This paper contributes to the broader discourse on the ethical conduct of military operations in conflict zones and advocates for the 
protection of civilian lives in Kashmir by establishing civilian harm Mitigation plan.

Violence and Unpredictability: Defining the Contemporary World
Safura Khan, Student, St. Joseph’s University, Bengaluru, (Karnataka)

R.Tharrani, Student, St. Joseph’s University, Bengaluru, (Karnataka)

Anushka Sarda, Student, St. Joseph’s University, Bengaluru, (Karnataka)

The contemporary global order is in a state of profound flux, characterized by increasing instability, inequality, and uncertainty. Once relatively stable, the world now 
faces a complex interplay of challenges, from geopolitical tensions and economic disparities to climate change and technological disruption. The rise of powerful nations 
have eroded the unipolar dominance once held by the United States, ushering in a new era of geopolitical competition. This shift, coupled with the growing influence of 
emerging economies, is fundamentally altering the global balance of power. Fragile states have collapsed under the weight of conflict, poverty, and governance failures. 
While many countries are teetering on the brink, facing economic crises, political instability, and humanitarian catastrophes. The digital revolution has transformed 
societies but has also exacerbated divisions and created new vulnerabilities. While it has facilitated the spread of information and connected people globally, it has also 
become a battleground for misinformation, cyber-attacks, and privacy breaches. Democratic backsliding, coupled with the rise of authoritarian regimes, is undermining 
the foundations of liberal democracy. The growing influence of populist movements, exemplified by the rise of Donald Trump in the United States, has further polarized 
societies and eroded trust in institutions. As the world becomes increasingly interconnected, economic shocks, pandemics, and climate change can have far-reaching 
consequences. Addressing these challenges requires global cooperation, but the prevailing geopolitical tensions and divergent interests make it difficult to achieve. 
Violence is a pervasive global crisis. From the battlefields of active conflict to the unseen wounds of domestic abuse, aggression and harm are ubiquitous. Politics, 
often a tool for progress, has been perverted into a mechanism of division and conflict, fuelling violence and instability. This highlights the complex interplay between 
violence, political interests, and economic factors in these situations. “Never forget that everything Hitler did in Germany was legal”. Martin Luther King Jr. compels us 
to examine the troubling disconnect between legality and morality. This stark reality exposes a fundamental truth: legality does not guarantee righteousness. This paper 
will examine the contemporary global landscape, focusing on the instrumentalization of violence to achieve political objectives. It will investigate how legal frameworks 
can be manipulated to justify or shield perpetrators of violence, and how the erosion of the rule of law facilitates these actions.

Global Terrorism: Challenges And Dimensions – A Critical Analysis
Dr. P. Narender Reddy, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Osmania University, Hyderabad (Telangana)

In the recent days the growing actions of terrorism and the effects on the victims, are horrible and this is the time to think on it as an important hurdle on the developing 
of the humankind. The attacks of different Terrorist organizations in the world can be described as the most major problem and the challenge of the twenty-first century. 
Terrorists never had any regard for the borders. Certainly, terrorism is a structure of genocide against the human life. The fact is the terrorism is an intentional and 
politically aggravated violent behavior perpetrated by some individuals, groups, or state agencies against innocent civilians and noncombatants.

Politics of Violence and Global Terrerism
Md. Asad Ullah Khan, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, YBN University, Ranchi (Jharkhand)

Politics of violence and global terrorism is a burning problems in our country. In terms of the use of violence and force by terrorist, this also ranges across a wide 
spectrum, from individuals with military training and experience, to what whittekar has termed “through away” operatives, who are effectively sent untrained on suicide 
minions. Their use of violence also illustrates the slow evolution of terrorist tractates and strategies, including traditional nomination, bombing, arson kidnapping etc.  
Terrorists attacks can be broadly categorised into two categories – forced and indiscriminate. Historically, terrorism has largely fallen under the farmer category. Such 
attacks involved some element of participation in the conflict, albeit indirect between the terrorists and the adversary. Society and public opinion in order to change the 
attitude of people is to peaceful life in his society. The aim and objective of my paper is to set up the social harmony and peaceful life in Indian Society.

PANEL - 21
ISSUES OF CYBER CRIME AND CYBER SECURITY

Advanced Persistent Threats in Cyber Space: Understanding the Threat and Strategies for Defense
I. Tharanidaran, M.Sc. Criminology and Criminal Justice, Department of Political Science, Madurai Kamaraj University, Madurai (Tamil Nadu)

Advanced Persistent Threats, or APTs, are one of the most dangerous and persistent threats to have surfaced in recent years. These threats combine both technical and 
non-technical skills to allow hackers to bypass organizational defences and take advantage of employee’s mistakes that are unintentional. APT assaults typically target 
unexpected companies and act in a coordinated manner. By repeatedly targeting important users within target companies, the main goal is to obtain access to intellectual 
property, government and commercial secrets, source code, and any other valuable data that is available. While the threat posed by APTs continues to grow, a proactive 
and layered defense strategy, combined with international cooperation, can significantly reduce the impact and likelihood of these sophisticated cyber attacks. This paper 
provides a thorough description of the lifecycle of an APT, identifies the technical shortcomings of the detection tools and techniques currently in use, and assesses how 
well the incident response plans already in place work to contain and eradicate APT’s. Further this paper focuses on the ways and means for this protection of national 
network technologies.

Enhancing India’s Cyber Security Framework: A Comparative Analysis with European Union and Singaporean Standards
Pranavi K R, Department of Political Science, Kumaraguru College of Liberal Arts and Science, Coimbatore (Tamil Nadu) 

Sanjai, Department of Political Science, Kumaraguru College of Liberal Arts and Science, Coimbatore (Tamil Nadu) 

This study critically evaluates India’s cybersecurity regulations in comparison to international best practices, particularly those of Singapore and the European Union. As 
India’s digital landscape rapidly expands, the need for a strong cybersecurity framework is more urgent than ever. The research examines India’s National Cyber Security 
Policy (NCSP) and other key initiatives, identifying significant gaps and challenges in their implementation. By drawing comparisons with the EU’s GDPR and NIS 
Directive, as well as Singapore’s Cybersecurity Act and the role of its Cyber Security Agency (CSA), the study highlights areas where India’s cybersecurity infrastructure 
needs improvement. Key findings emphasize the importance of enhancing regulatory coherence, fostering stronger public-private partnerships, and refining the legal 
framework to align with global standards. The study concludes with specific recommendations aimed at strengthening India’s cybersecurity resilience. These suggestions 
are intended to better equip India to defend against the evolving cyber threat landscape, ensuring a more secure digital future. The study employs a qualitative analysis 
of relevant literature and other reports.

Issues and Challenges to Cyber Security: Indian Context
Dr Surendra Kumar, Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, Patliputra University, Patna (Bihar)

Cyber security is the practice of protecting network, computers, data, and programs from unauthorised and malicious attacks. Cyber intrusions and attacks have increased 
dramatically in recent years, exposing sensitive personal and business information, disrupting critical operations, and imposing high costs on the economy. Cyber 
security faces various challenges in today’s digital era. These challenges emanate from the complex nature of cyber threats. Some of the key challenges include dealing 
with sophisticated cyber-attacks, insider threats, acute scarcity of cyber security professionals, lack of awareness and education, resource constraints, etc. As the threats 
have become much more sophisticated, it is essential that organizations, businesses and individuals understand the trends and risks so that they can protect themselves 
from cyber-attacks. With a combination of well-thought-out strategies such as network segmentation, regular patching, two-factor authentication and user education, the 
inherent vulnerabilities can be mitigated. With the continued efforts of the Government and the private sector, let us hope that the state of cyber security in India will 
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continue to improve and a secure future for all the users can be ensured in the years to come.
Boosting Government Institutions’ Cyber Security: A Foundation for Viksit Bharat 2047

Yukaash. R, BA Political Science, Kumaraguru College of Liberal Arts and Science, Coimbatore (Tamil Nadu)

Government agencies require high levels of cybersecurity because they handle sensitive information such as people’s personal information, military information, and 
so on. Government organisations face a substantial danger of data breaches by terrorists and hackers, which could have serious effects. The study investigates how 
improving cyber security will play an important role in reaching Viksit Bharat@2047. At first it deals with the cybercrime issues and threats that are faced by government 
agencies in India. It also examines the motives behind cyber-attacks that are made on government agencies and the responsible parties which make the cyber-attacks. 
Finally, it discusses possible solutions to cybercrime issue that go beyond government measures and contribute to secure India in terms of cyber-security. Using a 
qualitative approach, this research examines the datas and reports that are currently available regarding cybersecurity threats and countermeasures used by Indian 
government agencies. In conclusion, this study attempts to pave the way for a cyber-secured India in 2047, which will be a significant way forward for Viksit Bharat.

Enhancing India’s Cyber Security Framework: A Comparative Analysis with European India’s Cyber Security Policies and the Road Ahead
Nitish Kumar, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Maharishi Dayanand University, Rohtak (Haryana)

The study conducted an in-depth analysis of India’s cyber security policies and its course in the coming times. The study involved various data collection techniques 
and analytical methods carefully. Cyber security is protecting computer systems, critical information, and digital infrastructure from various types of digital attacks. 
The Indian government introduced its official cyber security policy in 2013. The framework outlined by the policy aims to ensure the security of critical information 
infrastructure, such as banking systems, e-commerce platforms, and various government entities. Moreover, it highlights the significance of raising awareness and 
promoting education on cyber security, building a solid legal framework, and establishing a specialized agency to handle cyber threats and incidents to safeguard critical 
information systems. The Cyber Security Policy of 2013 stresses the need to develop a skilled workforce of cyber security professionals. The policy recommends 
capacity building, skill development, and intensive training programs to achieve this objective. The study tries to analyses India’s cyber security policies, challenges for 
India in the cyber domain and the future course of it.

Ethical Hacking: Issues of Cyber Crime and Cyber Security 
Bhakti Anil Bhise, Department of Digital and Cyber Forensic, Government Institute of Forensic Science, Chhatrapati Sambhaji Nagar (Maharashtra)

Dr.C N Kayte S, Department of Digital and Cyber Forensic, Government Institute of Forensic Science, Chhatrapati Sambhaji Nagar (Maharashtra)

Cybersecurity is the practice of protecting systems, networks, and programs from digital attacks. It plays an important role in the field of information technology. 
Securing the information has become one of the biggest challenges in the present day. Whenever we think about cyber security, the first thing that comes to mind is 
cybercrimes or issues, which are hacking, phishing scams, ransomware attacks, internet frauds, etc., increasing immensely day by day. Hacking is a process that results 
in the breaching of one’s privacy and confidential information. The weaknesses of a system or loopholes in a network are identified, and private details are accessed. 
Therefore, hacking is also known as unauthorized intrusion. However, hacking was not always perceived as theft and used for productive causes; such a type of hacking 
that involves good intentions is known as ethical hacking. Ethical hacking can be defined as the practice of hacking without malicious intention, rather evaluating the 
target system from a hacker’s perspective. In ethical hacking, a hacker is legally permitted to exploit security networks and has the appropriate consent or authorization 
to hack a system. In this research paper, we shall reveal the brief idea and phases of ethical hacking, and the tools and techniques used in ethical hacking and its affairs 
with cyber security will be studied.

India’s Transition to a Surveillance State: Establishing Equilibrium between Security and Privacy 
Dr. Runa Anand, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Vaishali Mahila College, Hazipur (Bihar) 

India’s transition to a ‘surveillance State’ is a necessity and compulsion driven by mounting global digitalisation. India’s digital revolution has been recently appreciated 
by UNGA’s President for its contributions to poverty reduction. Conversely, India’s national security and sovereignty are at risk from cyber-terrorism, cyber-crime 
and unauthorised access to sensitive data of national interest by foreign nations. Therefore, India implemented a stringent surveillance policy. Primarily, after the 2008 
Mumbai terror attacks India adopted a wide range of data-sharing methodologies for mass surveillance by CMS, NATGRID, NETRA etc, to tackle the growing crime 
and terrorism in the country. However, Digital Surveillance reduces individuals to ‘disembodied data’ and jeopardises personal privacy. The Puttaswamy vs. Union of 
India verdict (2018), The Personal Data Protection Bill 2019 and the introduction of the DPDPA 2023, all attempted to make a balance between security and the right 
to privacy. The purpose of this study is to theoretically and comparatively analyse the policies that India pursued as a surveillance state, the conflicts that arose between 
security and privacy and the attempts made to achieve equilibrium between them. It is essential to find new ways to establish a balance between democratic ethos and 
digital surveillance. The development of the idea of the ‘surveillance state’ through panopticism and post-panoptical concepts that define the multifaceted nature of 
surveillance in terms of surveillance capitalism, dataveillance, surveillance democracy, data nationalism, productive surveillance, etc., will also be attempted to be 
explained through a few selected theories.

Protecting Satellite Systems: Cyber Security Challenges in Space Exploration
T Jeyatirzah, I, M.Sc. Criminology and Criminal Justice, Department of Political Science, Madurai Kamaraj University, Madurai (Tamil Nadu)

The increasing reliance on satellite systems for communication, navigation, Earth observation, and space exploration has made critical to global infrastructure. However, 
this dependence also makes prime targets for cyber threats, which pose significant risks to both civilian and military operations. This paper explores the complex cyber 
security challenges faced by satellite systems in the context of space exploration. It examines the vulnerabilities inherent in satellite architecture, including signal 
interception, jamming, spoofing, and malware infiltration, as well as the risks posed by cyber-physical attacks on ground stations and control networks. The study 
highlights the evolving nature of cyber threats, driven by state and non-state actors, and the potential consequences of a successful attack, ranging from data corruption 
and mission failure to the complete loss of satellite control. Additionally, it discusses the current state of cyber security in space, including the limitations of existing 
protection measures and the need for more robust encryption, secure communication protocols, and resilient system designs. The paper also addresses the regulatory and 
policy challenges in establishing international norms for cybersecurity in space and the importance of collaboration between governments, industry, and academia. This 
paper would explore the proactive measures, innovative solutions, and international cooperation are essential to ensure the security and sustainability of satellite systems 
in the increasingly contested and congested space environment.

 Cyber Warfare: Emerging Security Threat in the 21st Century and India’s Preparedness
Manorama Kuntal, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi

The 21st century has significantly amplified the risk of cyber warfare and other cyber threats. The rapid expansion of Internet use has increased vulnerabilities, exposing 
individuals and systems to unprecedented risks. The Internet and wireless communications are crucial to economic, social, political, and military operations across all 
domains: land, sea, air, and space. Unlike traditional warfare, cyber warfare operates in its own independent theatre, i.e. cyber space recognized as the fifth domain 
of warfare after land, air, sea, and space. This domain’s infrastructure relies on physical assets, such as microwave links, telecom exchanges, undersea cables, and 
routers, all of which are safeguarded by traditional military forces. This paper examines cyber warfare as a critical and emerging non-traditional security threat of the 
21st century—one that is inherently transnational and unconstrained by geographical boundaries. This paper utilizes both primary and secondary sources to emphasize 
the importance of understanding cyber warfare and its associated cyber threats, as well as their impact on India’s economy and infrastructure. Furthermore, the paper 
evaluates India’s readiness to address various cyber threats, underscoring the need for robust cybersecurity measures and strategic preparedness in response to this 
evolving global challenge.
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 Issues of Cyber Crime and Cyber Security
Dr. Rana Chandra Bhanu Singh, Assistant Professor, University Department of Political Science, T.M. Bhagalpur University, Bhagalpur (Bihar)

Nripendra Anmol, Research Scholar, University Department of Political Science, T.M. Bhagalpur University, Bhagalpur (Bihar)

The world has become more advanced in communication, especially after the invention of the internet. A key issue facing today’s society is the increase in cybercrime 
or e-crimes (electronic crimes), another term for cybercrime. According to a Research, more than 50% of onliners are victim of some of cyber crime every year, which 
includes computer viruses, malware, credit card fraud, online scams, phishing and identity theft and so on. These crimes will lead the country to lose millions of rupees, 
also time and expenses to put back the things in right directions. Thus, e-crime is dangerous for nations, organizations and individuals around the world. It is widespread 
in many parts of the world and millions of people are victims of e-crime. Given the serious nature of e-crime, its global nature and its consequences, it is clear that a 
general understanding is needed to deal effectively with such crimes at the international level. The paper also focuses on the India’s legal framework for Cyber Security.

 Cybercrime in The Digital Era: Challenges and Implications for Indian Governance
Dr Rupali Bhouradia, Associate Professor, Department of Political Science & Public Administration, Banasthali Vidyapith, Banasthali (Rajasthan)

Richa Tyagi, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science & Public Administration, Banasthali Vidyapith, Banasthali (Rajasthan)

As digital platforms become increasingly integral to governance, the Indian government’s technological advancements signify a profound shift in how governance 
is conceptualized and executed. This digitalization journey is characterized by continuous innovation, adaptation, and inclusivity, which have collectively enhanced 
the efficiency, responsiveness, and citizen-centric nature of governance. However, these advancements have also introduced new vulnerabilities, exposing the Indian 
governance machinery to unprecedented challenges. The expansive and intricate virtual world has given rise to various hidden threats, particularly cybercrimes, which 
pose significant risks to national security and the integrity of the Indian state. This research paper explores the conceptualization and causes of cybercrimes, examines 
their various manifestations, analyzes the challenges they pose to Indian governance, and proposes potential solutions to mitigate these threats. The study primarily relies 
on secondary sources to provide a comprehensive overview of the emerging landscape of cybercrimes and their implications for governance in India.

 Information Warfare and Changing Nature of Border Security Threats
Ajay Pratap Singh, Research Scholar, Centre for Russian and Central Asian Studies, JNU, New Delhi

Snehil Shukla, Research Scholar, CIPOD, JNU, New Delhi

When we aim for the ‘Viksit Bharat’, it is imperative to ensure that our country is immune from the security threats, development without security is unsustainable. 
In this regard, this research seeks to understand and respond to changing nature of security threat due to the rise in ‘information warfare’. The swift development of 
information warfare has fundamentally altered the terrain of border security, introducing novel problems and dangers that beyond conventional physical boundaries. 
Information warfare refers to the deliberate and purposeful use of information and communication technologies in order to gain a competitive edge over adversaries. 
These can include cyber-attacks, propagation of propaganda, broadcast of false information, and execution of psychological operations. This paper examines the 
complex correlation between information warfare and the evolving nature of border security threats, with a particular focus on the increasing prevalence of cyber-
attacks, dissemination of false information, and psychological operations as crucial elements of contemporary conflicts. The research investigates the influence of digital 
technologies and social media on border security, emphasising the erosion of traditional boundaries and the rise of new forms of threats, such as cyber espionage and 
hybrid warfare. In addition, the research examines how both governmental and non-governmental entities utilise information warfare to weaken border security and 
create instability in different areas. The results emphasise the immediate necessity for comprehensive cyber-border security plans, global collaboration, and initiatives 
to enhance resilience in border communities in order to combat these advancing threats. The paper offers a thorough examination of how information warfare is altering 
border security in the 21st century, using case studies from the North-Eastern borders of India with China and Bangladesh.

 Navigating Cyber Security of India In Fourth Industrial Revolution Era
Avinash Kumar, Assistant Professor, Amity School of Liberal Arts, Amity University Rajasthan, Jaipur (Rajasthan)

The Cyber security of India has the direct relation with the rapid technological advancements. It is not only confined to the fourth industrial revolution but also 
interconnected with modern economies. This demands multi-faceted approach that includes technological innovation, regulatory frameworks, international cooperation, 
and continuous adaptation to emerging threats. India’s proactive steps in these areas are crucial to securing its digital future. As India increasingly integrating technologies 
like IoT, AI, and cloud computing, the cyber-security landscape faces new and complex challenges. This paper explores how India is navigating these challenges by 
strengthening its cyber-security frameworks through updated policies, regulatory measures, and public-private partnerships. This also tries to highlight the role of 
emerging technologies such as AI, block-chain, and quantum computing in enhancing security measures. Furthermore, the paper will underscore the importance of 
international cooperation, skill development, and building cyber resilience to safeguard India’s critical infrastructure and data. As India continues to embrace 4IR, a 
balanced approach between innovation and security is essential to ensure a secure digital future.

 Cyber Crimes Against Women in India
Rajalaxmi T, P.G Student, Department of Human Rights, Tamil Nadu Open University, Saidapet, Chennai (Tamilnadu)

India’s rapid digital transformation has significantly altered how people interact, transact, and communicate. However, this technological advancement has also led to a 
marked increase in cybercrimes. These crimes range from hacking, phishing, and identity theft to more severe offenses such as cyberstalking, online fraud, ransomware 
attacks, and cyberterrorism. The pervasive use of smartphones, social media platforms, and e-commerce sites has made individuals and businesses vulnerable to these 
threats. Cyber-crimes in India are driven by various factors, including the country’s large and growing online population, relatively weak cybersecurity infrastructure, 
and insufficient public awareness about safe online practices. This paper explores the consequences of cyber-crimes in India are far-reaching. For individuals, the impact 
can range from financial loss to severe psychological distress. Businesses face significant financial losses and damage to their reputation. For the nation, cybercrimes 
pose a threat to critical infrastructure, national security, and economic stability. This paper examines the legal framework, laws, and provisions addressing cybercrimes in 
India. It delves into the legislative measures introduced to combat these digital offenses and analyses the challenges in enforcing these laws. Additionally, the discussion 
extends to exploring strategies and solutions for effectively combating cybercrimes in the evolving digital landscape.

 Issues of Cyber Crime and Cyber Security
T. Shilpa, PhD Scholar, Department of Public Administration, Government Arts College (Autonomous) Coimbatore (Tamilnadu) 

The sophistication and frequency of cybercrime have risen dramatically, presenting significant challenges to cyber security. This paper analyses current issues in 
cybercrime and cyber security, emphasizing the dynamic and complex nature of these threats. Various types of cybercrime are examined, including ransom ware 
attacks, phishing schemes, and advanced persistent threats (APTs). The paper discusses the evolving tactics employed by cybercriminals, highlighting recent high-
profile incidents such as the Equifax data breach and the Solar Winds cyberattack. The challenges faced by cyber security professionals are identified, including 
technical, organizational, and regulatory issues. Emerging strategies for enhancing cyber security are explored, including the adoption of artificial intelligence (AI) for 
real-time threat detection, block chain technology for secure data transactions, and zero-trust architecture to mitigate insider threats. The importance of comprehensive 
employee training and plans is emphasized. Actionable recommendations are offered for improving cyber security practices and mitigating the impact of cybercrime. By 
integrating advanced technologies, refining organizational strategies, and enhancing regulatory frameworks, stakeholders can better navigate the evolving cyber threat 
landscape and safeguard digital assets.

 An Analysis of the Human Factors of Cybersecurity in the Contemporary Society 
Himesh Bajiya, Department of Public Administration, Rajiv Gandhi National Institute of Youth Development – Regional Centre, Chandigarh
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This analysis examines the impact of human factors on cybersecurity, emphasising the critical role of human behaviour, decision-making, and organizational culture in 
shaping security outcomes. Recent data reveals that human error remains a leading cause of security breaches, with issues such as phishing, weak passwords, and insufficient 
training frequently cited as vulnerabilities. This study highlights how sophisticated social engineering attacks exploit these human weaknesses, underscoring the need for 
robust employee education and awareness programmes. The research also focuses on the influence of organizational culture on cybersecurity practices. Organizations 
that cultivate a culture of security awareness and accountability tend to exhibit stronger security postures and lower breach rates. The analysis suggests that embedding 
cybersecurity principles into everyday practices and fostering a proactive security mindset among employees are crucial for mitigating risks. Recommendations include 
developing comprehensive training initiatives, implementing user-friendly security policies, and promoting a security-centric organizational environment. Addressing 
these human factors is essential for enhancing overall cybersecurity resilience and protecting against evolving digital threats. This study underscores the importance of 
viewing cybersecurity not just as a technical challenge but as a human-centric issue that requires strategic attention to behaviour and culture.

Sociological Impact of Cybercrimes on Individuals and Communities 
Ms. Aditi Shubham, Research Scholar, Faculty of Social Sciences, Department of Sociology, Banasthali Vidyapith, Jaipur (Rajasthan) 

The digital era of development and expansion raised concerns about technology. The people are engaged in daily routine with digital transactions. The number of internet 
users has increased rapidly so has cybercrime. The digital computer era led it to crime to cybercrime. Cybercrimes include scams, computer viruses, identity theft, fraud, 
spread of malware by hackers. or called cybercriminals. The hacker attacks, email, and bank accounts by stealing card details. The information of the individual resale 
and target the chain of people. The internet has become dark side cybercrime refers to criminal activities using digital technologies by computers, mobile and the internet. 
The threat of cybercrime is increasing among the people in the private sector as well as government sectors. It hampers the individual, and communities such as NGOs, 
government, IT sectors etc. The research paper is qualitative based on secondary data collected from various books, journal articles, magazines, etc. The objective of the 
paper is to aware internet users for cybercrimes and provide solutions. The study findings show people affected by the attackers face psychological disorders, economic 
issues, and privacy threats. The study concludes that there is less awareness among people regarding cyber security.

Issues of Cyber Crime and Cyber Security – 2024
Mr. Deepak Kumar, Student, Department of Political Science, Odisha State Open University, Sambalpur (Odisha)

Cyber crime refers to criminal activities that involve computers, networks, or devices connected to the internet. These crimes can target individuals, organizations and 
can result in significant financial losses, data breaches. The types of cyber crime include: Hacking: Unauthorized access to computer systems for malicious purposes. 
Phishing: Fraudulent attempts to obtain sensitive information by disguising as a trustworthy entity. Ransomware: A type of malware that encrypts files and demands 
payment for their release. Cyber security encompasses the practices, technologies, and processes designed to protect networks, devices, programs, and data from attack, 
damage, or unauthorized access. Firewalls and Antivirus Software: Tools that help prevent unauthorized access and detect malicious software. Encryption: Protecting 
data by converting it into a secure format that can only be read with a decryption key. User Education: Training employees on best practices for recognizing threats like 
phishing attacks and securing sensitive information.

Cyber Security In India: Challenges And Initiatives
Dr. Alok Kumar Verma, Professor, Department of Political Science, Rajendra College, Chapra (Bihar)

Cyber security is application of technologies, procedures and controls to protect computer systems, networks, programs and data from cyber-attacks. It aims to reduce 
the risk of cyber-attacks and protect against unauthorized exploitation of systems, networks and technologies. Fishing, ransomware, identity theft, online money theft, 
cyber stocking and cyber calling etc. are popular types of cybercrime. India has 54% ransomware and malware attacks, while 47% of attacks occur globally. Cybercrime 
is constantly increasing all over the world, so it is important to implement cyber security measures. Since large quantities of data are collected, processed, and stored 
on the computer, cyber security measures are necessary. There is a lot of e-commerce in today’s world, so it is necessary to be aware of cyber-attack. In the current 
digital age, it is important to use cyber safety measures to protect the individual from malicious activities such as hacking and scams. The Government of India has paid 
attention to cybercrimes in recent years and has enacted the Cyber Security Policy 2013, IT Act, 2000, Cyber Crime Coordination Center (I4C), Cyber Crime Prevention 
Scheme against women and children. The steps required to further improve cyber security in India are Coordination, training of law enforcement agencies, infrastructure 
development, digital literacy, amendment of information technology act.

Viksit Bharat @ 2047-Issues of Cyber Crime and Cyber Security
Dr. Sanjay P. Gaikwad, Head & Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, S.B.B. Alias Appasaheb Jedhe College, Pune (Maharashtra)

In the years following the Second World War, bipolarity was widely accepted. By the late 1980s, multinational corporations in every field like electrical and electronic 
companies started to thrive. A strong economy, booming stock markets and massive financial support from governments and other institutions have significantly 
raised living standards both in India and globally. Today’s world is increasingly connected than ever before with rapid developments on various fronts happening 
simultaneously across countries. These advances have had many positive effects on mankind leading to development. These advances however come with significant 
challenges particularly in cyber security domain. The fast pace of changes necessitates critical security deliberations by individuals, businesses as well as governments. 
Conclusion: Every County and its Governments is worried for how secure the cloud data of Nation? As the digital landscape continues to evolve, so too must our 
approaches to addressing the challenges posed by cyber crime and enhancing cyber security. By fostering collaboration among stakeholders, investing in technological 
innovation, and prioritizing education and awareness initiatives, we can collectively mitigate risks, safeguard sensitive information and build a more secure digital future 
for all.

Cybercrime and Cybersecurity in India
Raju M, Department of Political Science, Kakatiya University, Warangal (Telangana)

This study inquires to the evolving landscape of cybercrime and cybersecurity in India, a country encounter great rapid digital transformation. As of the India’s internet 
user base increase in size, the country faces increasing challenges in protecting its digital infrastructure and of the citizens from cyber threats. This research analyses 
past few trends in cybercrime, including financial fraud, data breach, and social engineering attacks, while estimating the effectiveness of India’s current cybersecurity 
policies and legal framework. Using number of different methods to approach, the study merge calculable data on the cyber incidents with qualitative insights from the 
most of the interviews with security experts and also the policymakers. Findings shows significant gaps in cybersecurity consciousness among the general population and 
insufficient resources for law the enforcement agencies. The study also focusses on the growing sophistication of cyber-attacks aim to attack India’s critical infrastructure 
and the difficult task posed by cross-border cybercrime. Aswell, it explores the impact of emerging technologies such as artificial intelligence and the Internet of Things 
on India’s cybersecurity landscape. The paper concludes by proposing thorough recommendations for to make strong India’s cybersecurity position, emphasizing the 
need for enhanced public-private partnerships, improved cyber education, stricter data protection regulations, and the development of a more robust national cyber 
defence strategy aligned with global best practices.

PANEL - 22
POLITICAL EMERGENCE OF BHARATIYA NARRATIVE

A Vision for 2047: The Indian Knowledge System and Governance for a Viksit Bharat
Dr. Manoj Kumar Tripathi, Associate Professor & Head, Department of Liberal Arts & Humanities, Swami Vivekanand Subharti University, Meerut (Uttar Pradesh) 
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The Indian Knowledge System has impacted numerous different cultures and geographical areas in addition to making a substantial contribution to the advancement 
of human civilization. However, the IKS has suffered greatly from marginalization and neglect in India’s contemporary governance system, which is mostly based 
on the Western conception of knowledge. Viksit Bharat 2047 is the current government’s roadmap to make India a developed nation by 2047, 100 years after its 
independence. The vision aims to achieve this by focusing on economic growth, social progress, environmental sustainability, and good governance. The campaign 
also aims to address various socio-economic challenges through a holistic approach, focusing on infrastructure, education, healthcare, technology, and sustainable 
development. Viksit Bharat 2047 is a vision for India to become a developed country by 2047, and it includes themes such as good governance and security. The vision 
aims to improve India’s governance delivery system and expedite governance reforms. Some say that digital governance and service delivery can help achieve this goal 
by improving openness, effectiveness, and public involvement in service provision. Digital India has already used technology to improve service delivery and enable 
citizen-centric governance. This article makes the case that the IKS can be extremely important to India’s political and governance system, particularly in light of Vision 
2047, which seeks to establish India as a developed, inclusive, and sustainable country. To achieve the objective of 2047, governance reforms must be expedited and the 
governance delivery system must be further developed. A few suggestions and best practices for using the IKS for political and governance reforms in India for a Viksit 
Bharat by 2027 are included in this research paper.

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s Notion of Democracy and Its Relevance in Contemporary India
Mamta, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Himachal Pradesh University, Shimla (Himachal Pradesh)

As the primary drafter of the Indian Constitution, Ambedkar has been instrumental in establishing the framework for democracy in India. In his view, democracy 
encompasses much more than just a government run by the people’s representatives. He identifies social, economic, and political democracy as components of democracy. 
He believes that without social and economic democracy, political democracy cannot get very far. Political democracy, according to Ambedkar, cannot exist without 
the pillars of social democracy. Social democracy means a way of life based on the principles of liberty, equality, and fraternity. His vision of democracy goes beyond 
simple election-based governance to safeguard the rights of marginalized groups, safeguard the principles of the constitution, and eliminate injustices, especially those 
originating from the caste system. The purpose of this paper is to examine Ambedkar’s conception of democracy and assess its relevance in the twenty-first century.

Reconstruction of the ‘ideas’ of city in Indian philosophical literature of a Biopowered world- a tool for city diplomacy?
Nandini Das, Student, Department of Political Science, University of Hyderabad, Hyderabad (Telangana)

Epistemology is the study of knowledge. This proves an important fact that knowledge is so important that its construction requires a separate base of knowledge, which 
is known as epistemology. As newer technologies of power are evolving, societies are producing newer streams of thoughts through Rethinking. In the context of the 
study of India, it has become a part of the decolonisation project. Keeping this in the background, this paper keeps city at its centre. In the western philosophy, a city does 
not represent merely a physical space, as scholars like Bourdieu, Foucault, Barthes have argued; it has varied meanings, but all are wrapped in western understanding. 
Across histories, cities in India and the world have played roles in creating ideas and intellectuals, which ultimately dictated power-politics, which makes it an object of 
‘political study’. But this paper attempts at understanding A CITY through the lens of various schools of Indian Philosophy, for Indian philosophy is found to emphasise 
primarily individuals as its point of study. Having done that, it will be contextualised in the ‘bio-powered’ world for projecting its present and future prospects at various 
vertical levels and in horizontal segments for pursuing City-diplomacy. For this, the paper will first look at western conception, then qualitatively form a separate study 
of the Indian case across histories to present the present and future constructions of the very idea. In the second segment, the paper deals specifically with India to explore 
the potentiality of city-diplomacy as part of ‘Vikshit Bharat’.

 Self, Society, and State: Rekindling Bharatiya Narrative in the Contemporary Times
Satya Narayan Jena, Assistant Professor, Department of Social Sciences and Humanities, Kalinga Institute of Industrial Technology Bhubaneswar (Odisha)

Ramesh Chandra Sethi, Assistant Professor, Department of Social Sciences and Humanities, Kalinga Institute of Industrial Technology, Bhubaneswar (Odisha)

Amidst the unsettling global situation and social-cultural-political disruptions at home, India is witnessing a vigorous debate on rekindling its long-held civilizational 
ideas shaping its national life. Shaking off the Western/European maze implanted by its colonial past, Indians now talk about foregrounding their lives on the Bharatiya 
civilizational ethos. The dominant perspective conditioned by colonial education and institutional practices has long overshadowed mainstream discourses, including the 
relationship between the self, society, and state. This process has affected a meaningful relationship between citizenship, democracy, and development in contemporary 
India. This paper explores the efforts to foreground the Bharatiya civilizational and cultural ethos/ideas in contemporary discourse drawn from contributions of prominent 
thinkers like Vivekananda, Thiruvalluvar, Aurobindo, Tagore, Madan Mohan Malaviya, and Mohan Bhagwat. Their ideas and visions relating to self, society, and state 
relationships, which are analyzed using descriptive and qualitative methods, command our respect and appreciation. As we navigate the complex challenges in the 
contemporary pursuit of Vikshit Bharat, the timeless wisdom of these iconic visionaries provides us the platform to relocate our ideas on self, society, state, freedom, 
citizenship, rights, and duties. It requires us to expand our understanding of fundamental socio-political ideas beyond the dominant narratives, delving into the personal, 
social, economic, cultural, and spiritual dimensions of being and belonging as a Bharatiya.

Reviving Ancient Sustainable Wisdom: The Jain Principle of Aparigraha as a Sustainable Alternative to Modern Consumerism
Dr. Pintu Kumar Mahla, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, SLAS, Mody University of Science and Technology, Lakshmangarh, Sikar (Rajasthan)

Shruti Jain, Research scholar, Department of Political Science, SLAS, Mody University of Science and Technology, Lakshmangarh Sikar (Rajasthan)

In an era marked by rampant consumerism and environmental degradation, humanity increasingly turns to ancient traditions for sustainable solutions. The Jain way of 
life, rooted in the rich spiritual heritage of ancient India, offers a profound approach to addressing the ecological crises of our time. Central to Jain philosophy are the 
Panch Anuvratas—Ahimsa, Satya, Asteya, Brahmacharya, and Aparigraha—each guiding individuals toward spiritual upliftment and communal well-being. Among 
these, the principle of Aparigraha, or non-possessiveness, challenges the prevailing culture of excess and waste, advocating for non-attachment both at physical and 
emotional level as a path to environmental sustainability. This paper explores how the Jain doctrine of Aparigraha serves as an antithesis to contemporary consumerism, 
proposing it as a viable framework for reducing waste generation and mitigating the environmental impact of overconsumption. By adopting Aparigraha at a societal 
level, we can envision a future where reduced materialism fosters a more harmonious relationship between humanity and the environment, paving the way for a more 
sustainable and equitable world.

Roots of Political Environment in India from Arthashastra Perspective
Dr Kasturi Sita Mahalakshmi, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Govt. College Rajahmundry, East Godavari (Andhra Pradesh) 

Kautilya’s Arthasastra has been the most referred and discussed text ever since it was composed. All 15 Prakaranas of Arthsastra reflect an indigenous prescription to 
local political environment. Colonial rule influenced nature politic of India through their native Political culture. The possible combination of political system with 
democratic structures has been adopted by the Constituent Assembly for independent India. It is essential to explore the native political environment to make existing 
democratic system more meaningful and fruitful. The 15 Prakaranas with 180 chapters deal with minute details administration. The treatment to political ailments have 
been time tested, as Arthasastra is the compiled text from Vedic and allied literary sources. The text had been a guide to Indian governance till Mughal period. The 
text speaks everything about Indian nature right from human behaviour to political actors. The present explores ancient Indian environment that has been reflected in 
Kautilya’s Arthsastra. The paper also makes an effort to a prakarana wise comparison the present environment with our ancient environment. As the ultimate aim of any 
governance is to establish a conducive environment for better living through effective policies and their implementation, the present paper is a sincere effort to understand 
the Indian environment of real politic in addressing the current day issues from Arthsastra perspective. 
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Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s Ideas on Social Justice in Indian Society
Dr. P. Elavarasa, Guest Lecture, Department of Political Science, Periyar Arts College, Cuddalore (Tamilnadu)

The concept of social justice emerged out of a process of evolution of social norms, order, law and morality. It laid emphasis upon just action and created space for 
intervention in the society by enforcing rules and regulations based on the principles of social equality. Social justice is the soul and dream of the Indian Constitution. It 
is the duty of the state to secure a social order in which the legal system of the nation promotes justice on the basis of equal opportunity and ensures that prospects for 
securing justice are not denied to any citizen by reason of economic or other infirmities. This paper attempts to explore Ambedkar’s ideas on social justice. Thereafter, 
it focuses on Ambedkar’s fights and ideas on social justice in the Indian context and it finally explores the relevance of his task for social justice in the present times.

From Hashtags to Headlines: The Bharatiya Narrative in the Social Media Age
Bodda Chandu, MA, Public Administration and Policy Studies, Central University of Kerala, Kasargod (Kerala)

The Bharatiya (Indian) narrative has increasingly woven itself into the fabric of India’s political, cultural, and social discourse, with digital and social media serving 
as powerful catalysts in its spread and reinforcement. This research paper delves into how platforms like Facebook, Twitter, WhatsApp, and YouTube have been 
instrumental in shaping and amplifying the Bharatiya narrative, particularly through the strategic digital communication efforts of political actors and influencers. By 
exploring the dynamic relationship between social media and public opinion, the paper analyses how the Bharatiya narrative not only influences electoral outcomes but 
also contributes to societal polarization and the evolving sense of national identity. Through an extensive review of literature and in-depth case studies, this study seeks to 
uncover the mechanisms through which social media has facilitated the emergence and dominance of this narrative. It also considers the impact of these digital platforms 
on democratic processes and their broader implications for Indian society. The findings suggest that while social media has indeed democratized political participation, 
it has also deepened the roots of specific ideologies, prompting important reflections on the future of political communication in India.

Towards Vishwabandhu Bharat: India’s Approach to Multilateralism and Global Cooperation
Ms. Lopa Raval, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Sardar Patel University, Vallabh Vidyanagar (Gujarat)

This paper explores India’s evolving approach to multilateralism and global cooperation under Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s leadership (2014-2024) within the 
framework of Vishwabandhu Bharat, a vision of India as a global friend and leader. Rooted in a historical analysis of India’s foreign policy, the study traces the country’s 
journey from the post-independence era of non-alignment to its contemporary role as a proactive global power. It examines how India has repositioned itself in key 
multilateral organizations, such as the United Nations, WTO, BRICS, and G20 while expanding its influence in regional and issue-based platforms like SAARC, 
BIMSTEC, and the International Solar Alliance. The paper delves into India’s strategic shifts, balancing national interests with global responsibilities, and highlights 
its soft power initiatives in cultural diplomacy and development partnerships. Moreover, it addresses the structural and geopolitical challenges that constrain India’s 
multilateral ambitions, particularly in the context of rising global powers and regional conflicts. Through this comprehensive analysis, the paper envisions India’s future 
trajectory as Vishwabandhu Bharat—a country poised to lead in global governance and foster cooperation in an increasingly multipolar world.

The Ideational and Material Tropes of Bhartiya Narrative
Dr. Divya Mishra, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Magadha University, Bodh Gaya (Bihar) 

Narratives are tools employed by the states to shape the beliefs of members of national communities. When the narrative construction is done deliberately to achieve 
desired objectives, it is called strategic narrative management. It is not only a way to shape nation’s view of itself, but also a soft power tool to persuade global audience. 
The management of narration is a continuous effort at several levels and is amplified in the digital age. It involves not only nation branding and marketing of nation’s 
story but concrete efforts to prove the narration as well. Hence, the effort involves a continuum of stories of the past to actions in the present. The present paper seeks 
to explain the dominant ideational and material narratives employed in the construction of an emergent Bharat that emphasizes on offloading the colonial vestiges 
and revisiting the nation’s forgotten history. The objective of this paper is to identify and compare the impact of its strategic narratives on friendly and adversarial 
constituencies globally. The present study would not only identify the counter-narratives active against the Indian state but also the adroit management of these through 
persuasion and non-reactionary methods.

 Ambedkar’s ‘Reconfiguration of Spaces’ and Exploration of Dalit-self
Monika Tiwari, Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology and Political Science, Dayalbagh Educational Institute, Agra (UP)

The idea of space holds key position in grasping social reality and dynamics of power. Space is a product as well as means of production of social relations. It is also 
closely interlinked with individual’s thought and existence. More often the issue of turbulent self is associated with much disturbed space or fragmented spaces. Spaces 
are responsible for generating highly subjective experiences at Individual as well as community level. And formation of space is conditioned by the local socio-political 
configurations of the society. Hence, the issues of emancipation are matter of emancipation or liberation from the exploitative and hegemonic spaces. Ambedkar’s anti 
caste project goes through this spatial reconfiguration process where he redesigns the experiential spaces of Dalit’s by employing the categories of Dalit dignity and 
self-respect. His movements signify a moral struggle to attain equal status. Ambedkar radically uses language for creating a sense of dignified dalit by invoking the 
concepts such as justice, rights and self-respect. In his speeches, he appeals masses to break their relation with the immediate hegemonic spaces by educating themselves. 
Apparently, he reimagines India as a Prabuddha Bharat by defying the discriminatory constructs of Bahishkrut Bharat. His project of emancipation thus is emancipation 
of dalit self from the hierarchical spaces. This paper takes into account crucial writings of Ambedkar for exploring the relation of space and dalit self. This paper aims at 
analysing these strategies of reconstruction as a part of larger goal of reconstruction of dalit self. 

 Mandala Theory: An Ancient Indian Perspective on Statecraft
Payal, Doctoral Scholar, Department of Political Science, Chaudhary Charan Singh University, Meerut (UP)

India, a land of rich cultural heritage and historical depth, has long been a cradle of diverse philosophical and strategic thought. Within the realm of international 
relations, Indian scholars have contributed significantly through indigenous models such as the Mandala Theory. This theory originated from ancient Indian texts like 
the Arthashastra and the Manusmriti which offer a unique perspective on statecraft. It conceptualizes the world as a Mandala, a Sanskrit term meaning ‘Circle’ or ‘Ring’ 
in which, states are depicted as concentric circles surrounding a central power or core state. It also describes political and social relations between a central state and 
its neighbour. It gives a sophisticated version of information, statecraft, and geopolitical strategy from the historic Indian Concept .This paper seeks to explore the 
theoretical foundation of the Mandala concept and illustrate how it affects diplomatic and military techniques. It shows that states need to align their rules primarily 
based on the proximity of neighbouring states, forming alliances or rivalries as necessary to maximize strategic blessings. The historical utility of this theory is explored 
through examples from the Mauryan and Gupta empires, showcasing how those empires navigated complicated regional dynamics using the Mandala framework.

Ethics and Realpolitik: Mahabharata’s Influence on Contemporary Global Politics
Pratibha, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Central University of Himachal Pradesh, Sapt Sindhu Parisar, Dehra Kangra (Himachal Pradesh)

Prof. Jagmeet Bawa, HOD, Deptartment of Political Science, Central University of Himachal Pradesh, Sapt Sindhu Parisar, Dehra Kangra (Himachal Pradesh)

In the presented research paper, have been analysed the sources of foreign policy mentioned in Shantiparv, the fifth section of Mahabharata. This paper presents a nuanced 
knowledge of the international policies of these dynasties (the Kuru and the Pandava) and their supporters. The objective of the research is to look at Mahabharata’s 
foreign policy in light of the narrative and historical background of the text. Foreign policy has many dimensions and the importance of all these dimensions remains 
from ancient times to modern times. These dimensions of foreign policy have used many diplomatic mediums for international relations, such as Sandhi, Vigraha, Sama, 
Dama, Bhed, Dand, and Spy system etc. The importance of flexibility in determining foreign policy remains because friendship and enmity can’t remain constant, 
Shantiparva discusses this statement with examples. Along with this, Shantiparva also explains another important aspect of foreign policy, war policies, and strategies 



179 Viksit Bharat @ 2047

that have also been mentioned in the research paper for self- defence and the attainment of national interests. In the presented research paper, Shantiparva has been 
described for the use of these dimensions in different situations. The epic Mahabharata encompasses practically every form of knowledge that exists in our realm; in this 
research paper, we will explore international relations from the Shanti Parva point of view. Shanti Parva is a source of political ideology and theories, life philosophy, 
international relations, and knowledge about how internal and external political systems should be run. 

Political Emergence of Bhartiya Narrative 
Amisha Pandey, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, University of Delhi, Delhi 

The surge in popular terms such as Hindu, Hindutva, and Hindu nationalism in recent years has captured the attention of intellectual circles, popular culture, and media, 
sparking vigorous discussions and debates. This paper endeavours to delve into the historical roots of the Bhartiya narrative, tracing its evolution through the Hindutva 
ideology and its response to colonial historiography and postcolonial secularism. By focussing on reclaiming India’s ancient cultural heritage and reshaping Indian 
nationalism through a Hindu-centric identity, the Bhartiya narrative carries profound implications for the nation’s future. The paper aims to unravel the historical genesis 
and ideological underpinnings of this narrative while examining its potential long-term sustainability in India’s diverse and pluralistic society, particularly in the face of 
countering narratives promoting secularism and multiculturalism. It also seeks to investigate the political ascendancy of the Bhartiya narrative, which is rooted in the 
confluence of cultural nationalism, historical revisionism, and religious identity politics, and how this resurgence has elicited a revival of Hindu pride and a reaffirmation 
of India’s ancient heritage. 

Empowering Disaster Resilience through Traditional-Modern Synergies in Uttarakhand 
Arvind Singh Rawat, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Hemvati Nandan Bahuguna University, Sri Nagar Garhwal (Uttrakhand) 

Prof. M.M Semwal, Professor and Head, Department of Political Science, Hemvati Nandan Bahuguna University, Sri Nagar Garhwal (Uttrakhand) 

Natural disasters such as landslides, floods, and earthquakes are common in the Himalayan state of Uttarakhand. Over the course of millennia, local populations in the 
area have adapted to and survived in this hostile environment by developing traditional practices and knowledge systems. Traditional construction methods, indigenous 
water management (gulls), and terrace farming are some of the strategies that have been shown to reduce disaster susceptibility. Incorporating these time-tested methods 
with cutting-edge disaster risk reduction (DRR) technology is the focus of this paper. Uttarakhand can create a more effective and long-lasting disaster resilience 
framework by integrating traditional knowledge with modern scientific tools like earthquake monitoring, early warning systems, and climate-resilient infrastructure. 
Since the 1970s, there has been increasing evidence that local knowledge and practices may lower the risk of disaster. Local communities, scientists, and lawmakers 
must work together to integrate these techniques. The integration not only enhances disaster resilience, but it also supports sustainable development and environmental 
protection. In order to mitigate potential disasters in Uttarakhand, this research highlights how a combination of traditional and contemporary approaches may strengthen 
communities, advance sustainable development, and protect cultural heritage.

Yogakshema: An Epitome of Swaraj and Su-raj
Syed Insha, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, University of Delhi, Delhi

Good Governance has been a recurrent theme and practice throughout the world after 1992 World Bank report entitled “Governance and Development.” Amidst the 
heydays of liberalisation, privatisation and globalisation, good governance seeks to haul the consensus, participatory and accountable oriented governance. Although the 
report of World Bank evinces eight specifics of good governance but there is more to the practice of good governance than these eight characteristics. When Honourable 
Prime Minister of India, Narendra Modi proclaimed in one of his speeches that India is the mother of democracy, he was questioned, contended against and further 
defied. The compunctions were justified as what caused him to claim India as not just democracy but the ‘mother of democracy’? With the notion of good governance 
taking the centre-stage to determine the precarity of quality of governance globally, it has become imperative to delineate Indian ideals in reference to governance. 
Indian model of welfare is rooted in practice of yogakshema. Yogakshema seeks the material and spiritual upliftment and protection of people and confirming to it was 
the rajadharma (duty) of the king as indifference to which led to his dismissal. The article attempts to demystify the democratic roots of India through the practice of 
Yogakshema in ancient India. Attempt is also made to characterise how ideals of swaraj (self-governance) and su-raj (good-governance) are inherent in ancient Indian 
concept of yogakshema. 

The Enduring Significance of Ancient Indian Thought: Exploring the Political Philosophy of Basavanna
Dr. Shabana Farheen. Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, MANUU, Gachibowli, Hyderabad (Telangana)

The relevance of ancient Indian thinkers like Kautilya and Buddha in today’s socio-political scenario is significant, as their ideas continue to influence modern 
governance, ethics, diplomacy, and social harmony. Exploring their contributions provides insights into various aspects of contemporary politics and society. This paper 
delves into the enduring significance of ancient Indian thought by exploring the political philosophy of Basavanna, a 12th-century philosopher, poet, and statesman 
from Karnataka. His teachings emphasized the rejection of the caste system, the importance of individual dignity, and the role of moral leadership. His principles of 
Kayaka (dignity of work) and Dasoha (sharing wealth for the common good) provide timeless solutions to contemporary issues like social justice, wealth inequality, 
and ethical leadership. In today’s socio-political landscape, where caste discrimination, gender inequality, and communal conflicts persist. Basavanna’s teachings offer a 
framework for building a more just, equitable, and harmonious society. By examining Basavanna’s ideas on governance, social reform, and the relationship between the 
state and its citizens, this study highlights how his political philosophy remains relevant in contemporary discourse. The analysis shows that Basavanna’s vision, rooted 
in spirituality yet addressing real-world societal issues, offers valuable insights into creating an inclusive and equitable political system. The relevance of his ideas in 
today’s socio-political landscape underscores the importance of revisiting ancient Indian thinkers as a source of wisdom for modern governance and social cohesion. His 
legacy continues to inspire movements for social reform and remains deeply relevant in addressing modern challenges.

Ancient Indian Thoughts on Environment Sustainability
Dr. Shimla, Former Registrar, J C Bose University of Science and Technology, Faridabad Former Registrar, BPS Women University Khanpur Kalan, Sonipat, Former 
Director, Lok Sabha Secretariat, Parliament of India, New Delhi, Former Joint Secretary, Legislation, Delhi Legislative Assembly

Environment is constituted of everything around us, living or non-living Whatever exists on this planet is surviving in the environment. Everyone’s activities affect 
everyone’s life. The environment has become the biggest casualty due to industrial development and indiscriminate exploitation of natural resources by men which 
has caused degradation from Arctic to Antarctica, and from the bottom of the oceans to the realms of space. It is the greed, (one of the ‘Shad Ripus’) of humans which 
is spelling destruction every minute and every hour. The crisis has reached to such a pass that the sustenance of planet itself has become endangered. That is why 
sustainability of environment has become a burning issue shouting out to the world leaders to help. Greta Thunberg’s famous” How dare you….” Speech at UN became 
the voice of future generation whose existence, this gigantic problem is putting at risk. In this scenario, ancient Indian wisdom of “Isha vasyam Idam Sarvam Jagtyam 
Jagata , Tena Tyakten Bhunjith Ma Gridhah Kasyasviddhanamt”, exhorts the whole humanity to maintain environmental sustainability. The ancient Rishis deified the 
nature’s Elements, trees and waterbodies, and linked their protection to Paap Punya by making it a part of our psyche. It worked wonderfully well without any UN 
resolution or SADs, and Pollution Control Boards or Forest protection laws. ‘Shanti Mantra’ and ‘Havan’ were designed for maintaining a conducive environment. 

 DR. B.R. Ambedkar’s Notion of Democracy and Its Relevance in Contemporary India
Mamta, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Himachal Pradesh University, Shimla (Himachal Pradesh)

As the primary drafter of the Indian Constitution, Ambedkar has been instrumental in establishing the framework for democracy in India. In his view, democracy 
encompasses much more than just a government run by the people’s representatives. He identifies social, economic, and political democracy as components of democracy. 
He believes that without social and economic democracy, political democracy cannot get very far. Political democracy, according to Ambedkar, cannot exist without 
the pillars of social democracy. Social democracy means a way of life based on the principles of liberty, equality, and fraternity. His vision of democracy goes beyond 
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simple election-based governance to safeguard the rights of marginalized groups, safeguard the principles of the constitution, and eliminate injustices, especially those 
originating from the caste system. The purpose of this paper is to examine Ambedkar’s conception of democracy and assess its relevance in the twenty-first century.

 Traditions of Indian Political Thinking in International Relations Theory
Rachna Yadav, Research scholar, Department of Political Science, Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi (U.P.)

In simple terms, International relations refers to the relations (socio-political, economic) between two Nations. Although the start of contemporary state relations among 
sovereign nations is considered to start from Westphalian treaty of 1648 where in the core concepts of Nation, Sovereignty, Rule of law, Diplomacy etc came into 
existence. However, the persistent question comes about citing the dominance of Western perspective in international relations theory and the subject. There are several 
ancient civilizations throughout the world from Indian subcontinent to Chinese civilization. We need to look upon the various perspectives from the world that could 
be included in contemporary IR, which has fundamentally its base in Treaty of Westphalia 1648, which is euro-centric. Can we re- look upon the basis of international 
relations as a subject citing alternatives or various perspectives in inter-national relations as were present in then Ancient India? Finding the strands of IR in tradition 
of Indian political thinking is the main objective of this paper, wherein the emphasis be put upon what the great literature of Indian socio-political psyche including 
Ramayana, Mahabharata, Vidur Neeti has to say upon the matters of conduct in inter- national relations arena.

Viksit Bharat@2047: Role of Evolving Political Traditions in Shaping the Bhartiya Narrative and Influencing Belief in Developed India.
Ms. Ojashvi Vats, BA LLB (Honours), School of Law, Christ (Deemed to be University), Lavasa Campus, Pune (Maharashtra)

Ms. Rakshita Pant, BBA LLB (Honours), School of Law, Christ (Deemed to be University) Lavasa Campus, Pune (Maharashtra)

Viksit Bharat@2047 is the vision of the Government to make India a Developed Nation by the 100th year of Independence in 2047 by incorporating various facets of 
development like economic growth, social progress, environmental sustainability, and good governance. India is the 5th largest economy in the world today and is poised 
to be a US$ 30 trillion economy with all the attributes of a developed nation by 2047. To achieve this goal, put forward by the current government; a bold, ambitious, and 
transformative step are being continuously devised to utilize the full potential of the resources present in India. As traditionally evident, Kautilya introduced segments of 
historical, empirical and comparative methods which are still proven to be the strongest pillars of development. Through this paper we are connecting the development 
from that era to present day governance and to associate the idea of development, all the Government (irrespective of different set of values and ideologies) till date have 
built an impregnable perspective of achieving the goal of a developed nation in some way also to succour the Political Pressure and remain in power. Hence, outlining a 
mindset that with the systematic approach of Viksit Bharat, Bharatiya Narrative is of the opinion that achievement of the title “Developed Nation” is possible.

 From Thirukkural to Tomorrow: Ancient Wisdom Guiding India’s Constitutional Path to 2047
Pranavi K R, Year III, Kumaraguru College of Liberal Arts and Science, Coimbatore (Tamilnadu)

Anuyazhini. P, Year III, Kumaraguru College of Liberal Arts and Science, Coimbatore (Tamilnadu)

This study examined the philosophical convergence between Thirukkural, an ancient Tamil text, and the Indian Constitution, aiming to identify guiding principles for 
India’s development towards 2047. The research employed a comparative analysis methodology, examining key concepts from Thirukkural against the constitutional 
pillars of justice, liberty, equality, and fraternity. Findings revealed significant parallels between Thirukkural’s emphasis on ethical governance and the Constitution’s 
directive principles of state policy. The study identified areas where Thirukkural’s wisdom could complement modern constitutional interpretations, particularly in 
fostering social harmony and ethical leadership. Based on this analysis, the research proposed a framework for ‘Viksit Bharat 2047’, integrating Thirukkural’s moral 
foundations with constitutional goals. Recommendations included strengthening ethical education in governance, promoting sustainable economic policies aligned 
with Thirukkural’s concept of righteous wealth, and enhancing social cohesion through reinterpretation of fraternity. This study contributed to the dialogue on India’s 
developmental trajectory, suggesting that a synthesis of ancient wisdom and modern constitutionalism could provide a robust foundation for India’s future. The findings 
offer insights for policymakers and scholars engaged in shaping India’s path to becoming a developed nation by 2047. 

 Footprints of Ramayana in South East Asia: A Historical Analysis
Rachna Devi, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi (Uttar Pradesh)

Geographically India is so far from Southeast Asia but since ancient times India is connected with Southeast Asia by cultural and civilizational regions. The importance 
of my research in Southeast Asia is how Indian culture is found and exists in every country. The main focus will be on Ramayana which is a well-known epic in Southeast 
Asia. In this background, one outstanding work of South East Asian literature has affected and moved the entire human race across national boundaries. The Ramayana is 
a timeless tale that has transcended space and time, transcending India and Southeast Asia. This Indian epic has received widespread praise and has an enduring impact. 
Ramayana has successfully departed from the confines of India. The everlasting nature of this epic may also be seen in many other countries in the shape of temple 
sculpture, building architecture, dance rhythm, folk art creations, religious beliefs, and other diverse forms. One of the significant aspects of South East Asia is the Hindu 
culture. With the Ramayana at the heart of their stories, various Asian nations have produced a variety of literary, dance, and handicraft forms as well as displayed their 
prowess in puppet dance and singing. Outstanding images have been carved in sculpture on wooden and stone benches, and tempera paintings have been created to depict 
the Ramayana stories. This paper will examine how Ramayana is present everywhere, from royal courts to temples, classroom textbooks to contemporary amusement 
parks, and how these nations have carried on India’s enduring history and culture into the current era. This essay will attempt to demonstrate the prevalence of Indian 
culture in these nations, and the basic idea behind this paper is to unveil the Indian culture in foreign lands.

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s Role and His Ideas in Shaping the Indian Democracy: Growth and Development 
Sanjaya Suna, Research Scholar, Pondicherry University, Puduchery 

Ambedkar played a transformative role in shaping Indian democracy, particularly in its growth and development. As chief architect of the Indian Constitution, Ambedkar 
laid foundation for a democratic system that prioritized justice, equality, and the protection of marginalized communities. His vision of democracy extended beyond 
political rights to encompass social and economic justice, pursuit of an inclusive society central to India’s democratic journey. Affirmative action, and economic 
reforms were crucial in addressing historical injustices and reducing inequality. By integrating social democracy with political democracy, Ambedkar ensured that 
Indian democracy would be a tool for not just governance, but social transformation. This paper explores Ambedkar’s multifaceted significant contributions to Indian 
democracy, examining how his ideas and actions laid the groundwork for an inclusive and egalitarian society. Ambedkar’s legacy continues to influence the ongoing 
evolution of Indian democracy, guiding its pursuit of growth and development through justice and equality. His vision remains vital in contemporary struggles for human 
rights, economic & social justice, and democratic deepening, marking him as a central figure in India’s democratic journey.

Rediscovering India’s Civilizational Influence: An Unexplored Dimension of Soft Power
Dr Sreshtha Chakraborty, Assistant Professor, School of Law, Bennett University, NOIDA (U.P.)

India’s soft power potential, deeply rooted in its rich cultural and civilisational heritage, has recently become a significant element of its foreign policy. While India’s 
cultural influence has long been an implicit part of its international relations, it has only recently been articulated with strategic intent. This article explores how India’s 
historical and cultural ties, particularly in West Asia, can be leveraged to enhance its global soft power. These connections span millennia, including cultural exchange, 
religious influence, and intellectual dialogue with Egypt, Iran, and other Gulf nations. Despite this rich legacy, India has not fully harnessed these ties as a strategic tool. 
The Indian government’s current Look West policy presents a strategic opportunity to capitalise on these civilisational assets. By framing India’s historical and cultural 
connections thoughtfully, this policy can reinforce India’s influence in its extended neighbourhood and beyond. However, some critics argue that emphasising historical 
ties could be perceived as cultural imperialism. This article addresses these concerns by advocating a nuanced approach emphasising mutual respect and shared heritage. 
The objectives of this article are threefold: to highlight India’s civilisational assets as a soft power resource, to engage with critiques of this approach while recognising 
both opportunities and challenges and to propose policy recommendations for integrating these assets into India’s foreign policy. India can enhance its soft power and 
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contribute to a more inclusive global dialogue, reflecting its historical role in championing diversity, tolerance, and knowledge exchange. The descriptive and qualitative 
analysis draws primarily on secondary sources such as journal articles and books.

 The Arthashastra: An Analysis of Its Relevance in Contemporary Governance
Sugita M, B.A. IIIrd Year, Department of Political Science, Kumaraguru College of Liberal Arts and Science, Coimbatore (Tamilnadu)

The tradition of Indian political thinking encompasses many ideas and philosophies, from the ancient Hindu concept of dharma to the modern-day principles of 
democracy and secularism. Ancient scriptures like the Vedas, the Mahabharata, the Arthashastra are the historical roots of Indian political thought. These scriptures 
contain the insightful philosophy of life encompassing the ideas related to the nature of government, the relationship between individuals and the state, and society’s 
objectives. This paper explores the pertinence of these concepts in contemporary governance to achieve the vision of “Viksit Bharat @ 47”. The research employs a 
qualitative methodology, including a comparative analysis of ancient texts and current governance frameworks, alongside case studies that illustrate the implementation 
of these principles in contemporary India. Ancient Indian political thinking emphasizes the implication of the concepts in contemporary governance. The concepts from 
The Arthashastra and Manusmriti promote balancing Artha with Dharma, aligning with today’s sustainable development goals (SDGs) by harmonizing economic growth 
with environmental and social responsibility. The outcome of this research suggests that integrating the ethical and strategic imperatives of The Arthashastra with modern 
governance models can provide a robust framework for achieving sustainable development goals and fostering a more just and prosperous society. 

 Pluralism, Toleration and Secularism: An Exploration into Indian Political Thinking
Dr. Md. Aftab Alam, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Zakir Husain Delhi College, Delhi

Since ancient times, India has been one of the most socially, culturally, philosophically, intellectually and religiously diverse countries in the world. While the genesis 
of these diversities go back to ancient India, the responses to manage these diversities can also be traced in specific contexts in the past. Some of the major responses 
to manage these diversities can be seen in the ideas/philosophy and practice of pluralism, philosophy of peace, toleration and secularism in ancient and medieval India. 
This paper argues that there are traces of political secularism in ancient and medieval India that can be foregrounded. That conception of secularism may not be exactly 
the same as in modern Indian secularism, however, it existed in its generic terms. The paper contends that for centuries, India has not only had deep social, religious and 
philosophical diversity but has also experienced vigorous political and intellectual responses to the same. Further, paper argues that, quite often than not, these political 
responses in the form of pluralism, toleration and secularism, have been morally defensible in those specific contexts. Nevertheless, some of those principles need to 
be emulated even today. The paper tries to elucidate the Ashokan edicts and highlight the public life that might have been during his time. Clearly, Ashoka conceived a 
pluralist policy of Dhamma which was the foundation for coexistence of diverse and conflicting religious, social and philosophical groups/communities. Similarly, Akbar 
attempted to formulate such policies based on pluralism and toleration through which he could rule over the diverse subjects. The paper critically engages with some of 
these issues and argues in favour of continued philosophical traditions in India.

 India: The Flag-Bearer of Democracy in The World
Prof. Chandni Saxena, Department of History, Juhari Devi Girls’ PG College, Kanpur (U.P.)

It is generally believed that the concept of Democracy is a product of western political thought. Greece is considered to be the birthplace of Democracy wherein the adult 
male citizens in Athens actively participated in the process of administration. But long before that India, since Rig Vedic times, has been practicing such administrative 
set-up which had widespread sprinklings of democratic ideals in the general administration of the state. If Democracy is a government of the people, by the people and 
for the people, then certainly ancient Indian political system had a thriving administrative system of Democracy. Starting from Rig vedic age, its threads can be seen in 
the ‘Shantiparvan’ of Mahabharat, Kautilya’s ‘Arthashastra’, sixteen Mahajanpadas and of course the ancient republics which existed in 6th century BCE. This research 
paper explores the different veins in ancient Indian society which led to the presence of democratic practices in the contemporary Indian society and how it was the flag 
bearer of Democracy in the world. 

The Integral Vision of Jana Rajya and Dharma Rajya: Pandit Deen Dayal Upadhyaya’s Contribution to Indian Democracy
Anusree S.L, Research Associate, Integral Humanism Initiative, Centre for Human Sciences, Rishihood University, Sonipat (Haryana)

The journey of Indian democracy is deeply intertwined with the philosophical underpinnings of its civilizational values. Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya’s vision of 
Jana Rajya (People’s Rule) and Dharma Rajya (Rule of Dharma) offers a profound understanding of how democracy in India should evolve. Unlike the conventional 
understanding of democracy as merely a governance model defined by majority rule, Pt. Deendayal Upadhyaya emphasizes the foundational role of Dharma—a principle 
that transcends the transient will of the majority and embodies the eternal values of righteousness and justice. In his interpretation, the definition of democracy— 
“government of the people, by the people, and for the people”—is enriched by the infusion of Dharma. The phrase “of the people” represents independence, “by the 
people” symbolizes the democratic process, and “for the people” underscores the necessity for governance to be rooted in Dharma. Thus, a true Jana Rajya must also 
be a Dharma Rajya, where the rule of law is in harmony with the moral and ethical imperatives that sustain the social and spiritual fabric of the nation. This paper 
explores how Pt. Deendayal Upadhyaya’s ideas contribute to the growth and development of Indian democracy, proposing that the integration of Dharma into democratic 
governance ensures not only the preservation of cultural identity but also the promotion of a just and equitable society. Through this lens, the paper argues that the future 
of Indian democracy lies in its ability to align with these timeless principles, thus fostering a model of governance that is both inclusive and just.

 Enculturation and the Persistence of Colonial Mindset in 21st Century India
Kavya, B.A. Political Science, Kumaraguru College of Liberal Arts and Science, Coimbatore (Tamilnadu)

This research delves into the complex interplay of enculturation and the enduring colonial mentality in shaping contemporary Indian identity. While enculturation fosters 
a sense of belonging through the assimilation of cultural norms and values, the colonial legacy has instilled a pervasive inferiority complex, distorting perceptions of 
self and society. This study through a qualitative approach examines how these conflicting forces manifest in diverse domains, from language and education to social 
customs and self-image. Despite India’s post-colonial trajectory, remnants of colonial thought persist, impeding efforts to revitalize indigenous knowledge systems and 
practices. The lingering preference for Western ideals and material culture, often at the expense of local traditions and innovations, is critically analyzed. Additionally, 
the study considers the role of globalization in reinforcing or challenging these colonial legacies. To achieve a truly independent and prosperous future for India , it is 
essential to critically analyze and dismantle the vestiges of colonial influence. By fostering a renewed appreciation for India’s rich cultural heritage, this research aims 
to contribute to the ongoing process of decolonization, empowering individuals and society to embrace a more authentic and confident national identity that reflects 
India’s true diversity and strength. 

 Celebrating Diversity, Promoting Unity: An Analysis of India’s Linguistic and Cultural Heritage
B.Y. Magizhini, M.A., Department of Political Science, School of Social Sciences, Madurai Kamaraj University, Madurai (Tamil Nadu)

This paper will delve into the India’s rich mosaic, comprising diverse languages, cultures, and traditions, is a hallmark of its uniqueness, with each state proudly 
showcasing its distinct heritage. Yet, questions persist about the adequacy of constitutional provisions in preserving this cultural wealth. This article explores the intricate 
relationships between language, culture, and constitutional rights, examining the implications for millions of Indians who speak one of the 22 recognized languages or 
over 3,000 dialects. We assess the effectiveness of existing policies and initiatives in promoting linguistic and cultural diversity, arguing that strengthening diversity is 
vital for fostering national unity. Through an analysis of marginalized communities’ experiences and the role of education, media, and governance in shaping cultural 
narratives, we emphasize the need for inclusive and equitable preservation of India’s cultural heritage. Ultimately, this paper asserts that embracing, celebrating and 
strengthening diversity is essential for India’s unity, offering recommendations to ensure the constitutional rights of all citizens are upheld and their cultural identities 
cherished.
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 Rediscovering Freedom: Unravelling Colonial Shadows in Indian Minds
Tanisha S, III Year, Political Science, Kumaraguru College of Liberal Arts and Science, Coimbatore (Tamilnadu) 

History teaches everyone about the activities that have been done back which have a great impact to the present as well as will bring a different impact to the future. 
Likewise, the colonial rule of the British has also brought a great difference to the present as well as the future India. Even though, India is an independent country, 
the minds of Indians are not. We can witness it through various aspects like language, culture, education, governance, politics, myth, and gender. India is a developing 
country with neo-colonial effect and striving it to overcome through the rediscovery of its civilization. From this paper, we would be able to know the initiatives that 
the government of India have taken as well as some suggestions for the decolonizing the minds of Indians from the westernization. Literatures and heritages of the past 
also plays major role in the decolonizing by a deep learning of every aspect as a sub themes. Do you think the minds can be changed with efforts? Document Analysis 
is a research method where you carefully examine and interpret various types of documents—like written, visual, or digital materials—to understand their meaning 
and gather useful information. It’s commonly used in fields like social sciences, history, education, and organizational studies. The study aims to examine the effects of 
colonial Indian minds and ways to decolonize it.

 Decolonizing Indian Mind
Prof Raka Arya, Professor, Department of Political Science, National Law Institute University (NLIU) Bhopal (Madhya Pradesh)

History of human civilization is history of power struggle which is based on domination and subjugation. There were/are some civilizations who believed/believe in 
Might is Right. Some civilizations believed in the of power of knowledge. 2000 years ago dismantling of civilizations started systematically in the name of religion and 
it was projected as “civilizing mission” to the world. The tool was “propaganda” which according to Oxford dictionary means- “information and ideas that may be false 
or exaggerated”. It was adopted by roman catholic church for propagation of Christianity. It also became a tool to win wars and colonies. The British started physical and 
mental colonization. They used education as an effective tool for subjugation and complete capitulation to establish Christianity in India. History was distorted, value 
of Vedic scriptures was undermined. Caste, religion and other fault lines were created to achieve divide and rule. Next came ideology of Marxism with the same modus 
operandi. Subjugation of India started in the nineteenth century is so complete that we Indians are still not over it; Indians have not understood impact of it. The paper 
will examine the genesis, roots and spread of colonization of mind and describe measures to dismantle and overcome it. 

Decolonising Development: From an Ascriptive Existence to a Consciously-Crafted Strategy
Dr. Nuzhat Nazneen, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Panchakot Mahvidyalaya, Suttandi (West Bengal)

Colonisation is a dark history of India and many other developing nations. It is a hangover from colonisation which has restricted the realm of development to the 
ascriptive identity of the West which is to be emulated by the world for its development. The very idea of development is hijacked by the linear or universal path of 
progress - from traditional to modern - as defined by the experience of the Western civilisations. Today, when the world is actively engaged in the race for development, 
it is essential to understand what constitutes development? Are we unconsciously trained to related it with the reality that the West has witnessed or there is a scope to 
expand it further? Ideas generate from our thoughts and if the thoughts are restricted within a specific realm, then the ideas are bound to be skewed. In this paper, the 
author attempts to analyse the colonised notion of development and engage with its indigenous versions – particularly the Indian version. The challenge to make the 
notion Viksit Bharat @ 2047 a reality, begins with the struggle of defining development with a decolonised mind.

 The Essence of Bharat: Exploring Identity, Challenges, and Future Prospects for India
Utkarsh Agrawal, Advocate, High Court of Judicature at Allahabad, Prayagraj (Uttar Pradesh)

The essence of the name “Bharat” matters as it embodies a deep historical and cultural continuity, linking modern India with its ancient heritage and unified identity. A 
country’s name is far more than a mere label; it encapsulates its identity, history, and cultural essence. Very recently, there has been a notable emergence of the “Bhartiya 
Narrative” within our country. The strong public sentiment for reclaiming and reaffirming the traditional identity has intensified after the G20 invitations referred 
President Droupadi Murmu as the ‘President of Bharat’. This paper, titled “The Essence of Bharat: Exploring Identity, Challenges, and Future Prospects for India” 
aims to delve into the rich historical and cultural significance of the name “Bharat” and its evolution into ‘India’. This study will address the challenges and debates 
surrounding the country’s identity including concerns from minority communities and issues related to secularism as enshrined in the Constitution. Through this study, 
the researcher aims to identify potential future prospects of reaffirming “Bharat” in the context of modern national identity. Through this exploration, the paper seeks to 
highlight how the essence of “Bharat” can offer a meaningful framework for understanding India’s past, present, and future.

Decolonizing the Indian Mind: Reconditioning the Legacy of Colonialism and Reclaiming Indigenous Identity
Dr Sunil Kumar, Assistant Professor in History, Government College, Kosli (Haryana)

This paper examines the profound impact of colonialism on the Indian psyche, exposing deep-seated effects of cultural imperialism on identity, worldview, and 
relationship with the West. Using critical discourse analysis of historical texts, literary works, and personal narratives, this research reveals how colonialism internalized 
inferiority, erased indigenous knowledge, and perpetuated Eurocentric values. Engaging with postcolonial theory, indigenous epistemologies, and decolonial thought, 
this study seeks to unpack historical trauma, reclaim indigenous perspectives, and challenge dominant narratives to empower Indians to reclaim their cultural heritage. 
This research contributes to the ongoing project of decolonization in Indian society, promoting a more inclusive, equitable, and just future.

Political Emergence of Bharatiya Narrative and Challenges from Northeast India
Amom Malemnganba Singh, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Manipur University, Canchipur, Imphal (Manipur)

The political emergence of the Bharatiya narrative since the Bhartiya Janata Party’s ascent to power following the 2014 general elections has brought significant political 
changes in Northeast India. However, decades of scholarly literature about the region show that it remains detached from the core ideological beliefs of the BJP and its 
parent organisation, the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh and the broader Sangh Parivar. At the same time, their assertions of the Bhartiya narrative among the regions, 
populace have faced multiple challenges, given the political complexities of the region. In this context, the paper examines the political challenges of appropriating the 
Bharatiya narratives in the Northeast by examining the contemporary politics of the BJP, the RSS, and the affiliated organisations operating in the region. To show this, 
the paper focuses on indigeneity, religion and land, which often became the sight of contestation. The paper argues that the political emergence of this narrative in the 
region has resulted in conflicts and violence imbued with Hindutva politics. It further argues that the BJP and the RSS must re-examine its Bharatiya narratives in the 
region without jeopardising the regions multi-ethnic characteristics. 

Tracing the Development of Democracy in Bharat from the Vedic times till the 21st century
Kavya Pal, Research Scholar, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, Delhi

The study of the historical roots of democracy has drawn great attention. Indeed, it has been a fundamental issue in the development of historical comparison, starting 
at least from the release in 1966 of Moore’s monumental volume Social Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy was profoundly anchored in an understanding of the 
distinctive cultural traditions inherited by different societies. Historians who are interested in democracy typically say it must be understood in context of a unique 
western heritage of political development originating with the Greeks. The spread of democratic principles and practice to other cultures, or its failure to spread, have 
many times been explained on the assumption that democracy or personal liberty are ideals foreign to the non-Western world, a belief at least as old as Herodotus. But 
events since the late 1980s have revealed that people both in “Western” and “non-Western” countries have a passionate interest in democracy as something relevant to 
their own situation. The previous belief deserves to be re-examined. In truth, the perceived differences between “Western” and “non-Western” cultures are in this case, 
as in so many others, more a question of ideological faith than of calm, unbiased judgement. If we are talking about the history of humanity as a whole, democracy is 
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equally new or equally old everywhere. This article will examine one important case of government by discussion -- the republics of Ancient India and further will try to 
trace the different developments thereon till the present date of 21st century, in other way tracing the developments from ancient Bharat’s gana parishads to present day 
elections and the new forms of social movements shaping and influencing the governance of Bharat with more of a non-western view and help dispel the common idea 
that the very concept of democracy is specifically “Western.”

Rethinking Secularism: Understanding the Indian and Western Dichotomy
Mohan Kr. Mishra, Research Scholar Department of Political Science, Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi (Uttar Pradesh) 

Secularism remains highly contested term in South Asia till date. Secularism emerged out of a distinct relationship between church and state. It has Christian roots and 
considered as a by-product of European modernity. In South Asia, secularism faces harsh criticism not only from politicians but also from academicians. The most 
trenchant critique is advanced by anti-modernists Madan and Nandy. They both claim that secularism is a gift of Christianity and European modernity. Madam argues 
that most people in South Asia are adherents of some religious faith in their own eyes, secularism is impracticable as a basis for state action because religious neutrality 
and equi-distance is extremely difficult to maintain, and it is impotent as a blueprint for the future because it is incapable of countering religious fundamentalism and 
fanaticism. While Rajeev Bhargava argues that Nandy-Madam thesis is unable to understand the distinctiveness of Indian model of secularism, makes case of contextual 
secularism and proposes a principled distance between religion and state. Though no one can deny the importance of values like tolerance and religious equality but the 
Abrahamic or western model of secularism is undergoing serious criticism and crisis in countries like France, Sweden and Belgium etc. due to their excessive emphasis 
on the wall of separation and separation thesis. There are high demands from Muslims in several European countries to review their stand on secularism. Unlike 
Abrahamic tradition, religions of Indic background don’t follow exclusive identity and single soteriology. A lack of institutionalized bureaucratic structure or organized 
church is found in these religions. Indic religions have rules like a loose community, which are not binding on each member. That’s why people of these religions can 
simultaneously adopt multiple identities and can also worship gods of multiple religions. These features contribute to develop their indigenous model of secularism as 
well. To study secularism, this Indic and Abrahamic dichotomy needs to be taken into account. This paper will attempt to examine the anti and pro secular discourses 
in Indian context. It will analyze the historical background of cultural and religious traditions of tolerance in India to study secularism. Also it will attempt to find out 
how these cultural and religious traditions thereof are advancing the critiques and support of secularism in India. Further, it will try to understand the Indian and western 
dichotomy of secularism in modern context.

Bhartiya Nyay Sanhita and Cybercrime
Dr. Monica Madholia Nandi, Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, Indraprastha College for Women, Delhi

Dr. Akansha, Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, Indraprastha College for Women, Delhi

As part of the Criminal Procedure Code revisions in India, the BNS (Bhartiya Nyaya Sanhita) replaces the IPC (Indian Penal Code). It seeks to simplify and modernize 
criminal justice processes. Cybercrime refers to a broad spectrum of illicit actions carried out through computers or the internet. Identity theft, data theft, phishing, online 
fraud, hacking, cyberstalking, and other crimes are included in this area. 

India’s Information Technology Act of 2000 and the Indian Penal Code, which is currently being replaced by BNS, provide the legal foundation for combating cybercrime 
in India. Because cybercrimes are always evolving, the BNS includes updated rules to handle them as part of the criminal justice system’s reform. India has taken 
measures to address cybercrime and enhance law enforcement agency coordination by forming diverse cybercrime divisions and special investigation teams throughout 
its states. This paper aims to examine how, although the IPC has certain laws pertaining to cybercrime, the BNS is structured to address the issue more comprehensively 
and contemporarily, taking into account the growing importance of digital technology in contemporary legal frameworks. It will also go into detail on how BNS, which 
recognizes the quick advancement of technology and the ensuing need for updated legal measures, gives a more precise definition and punishments for cybercrimes.

Promoting the Bharatiya Narrative Through Cultural Tourism: Politics and Policy
Mr. Gurpreet Choudhary, Assistant Professor, Department of Public Administration, Rajiv Gandhi National Institute of Youth Development, Nemili (Tamil Nadu)

Cultural tourism plays a vital role in preserving and promoting national identities, especially in multicultural societies like India. The Bharatiya narrative, which 
emphasizes India’s rich cultural heritage and philosophical traditions, is increasingly seen as a strategic tool in national and international politics. This research explores 
the intersections between cultural tourism, politics, and policy in promoting the Bharatiya narrative both domestically and globally. Focusing on key cultural tourism 
initiatives, the study examines how these efforts are aligned with the broader political agenda of fostering a cohesive national identity while enhancing India’s soft power. 
Through a critical analysis of policy frameworks, this paper highlights the successes and challenges of cultural tourism in advancing the Bharatiya narrative. The study 
uses qualitative data from interviews with policymakers, cultural tourism stakeholders, and an analysis of existing cultural tourism programs. It also includes case studies 
of prominent cultural tourism initiatives such as the International Buddhist Circuit and the promotion of Vedic heritage sites. This research proposes a strategic roadmap 
to further strengthen the Bharatiya narrative through targeted cultural tourism policies, considering the socio-political and economic dimensions of tourism development.

From Thirukkural to Tomorrow: Ancient Wisdom Guiding India’s Constitutional Path to 2047
Mr. Jai Varshini. J, Student, Kumaraguru College of Liberal Arts and Science, Coimbatore (Tamil Nadu)

Anuyazhini. P, Student, Kumaraguru College of Liberal Arts and Science, Coimbatore (Tamil Nadu)

 This study examined the philosophical convergence between Thirukkural, an ancient Tamil text, and the Indian Constitution, aiming to identify guiding 
principles for India’s development towards 2047. The research employed a comparative analysis methodology, examining key concepts from Thirukkural against the 
constitutional pillars of justice, liberty, equality, and fraternity. Findings revealed significant parallels between Thirukkural’s emphasis on ethical governance and the 
Constitution’s directive principles of state policy. The study identified areas where Thirukkural’s wisdom could complement modern constitutional interpretations, 
particularly in fostering social harmony and ethical leadership. Based on this analysis, the research proposed a framework for ‘Viksit Bharat 2047’, integrating 
Thirukkural’s moral foundations with constitutional goals. Recommendations included strengthening ethical education in governance, promoting sustainable economic 
policies aligned with Thirukkural’s concept of righteous wealth, and enhancing social cohesion through reinterpretation of fraternity. This study contributed to the 
dialogue on India’s developmental trajectory, suggesting that a synthesis of ancient wisdom and modern constitutionalism could provide a robust foundation for India’s 
future. The findings offer insights for policymakers and scholars engaged in shaping India’s path to becoming a developed nation by 2047.

Bharat Meritocracy @ 2047: A Clarion Call To Achieve 
Mr. Fakeeragouda S. Patil, Research Scholar, Department of Criminology and Criminal Justice, Rani Channamma University, Belagavi (Karnataka) 

Dr. Maheshwari S. Kachapur, Research Guide, Department of Criminology and Criminal Justice, Rani Channamma University, Belagavi (Karnataka) 

This doctrinal study imagines to actualise the Meritocracy, the advanced state of democracy, which is inherent in our countrymen, touching upon the historical aspects 
of rule by people and republican governance, political communication then and now. As in past, and even after post-constitutional eight decades, WE THE PEOPLE 
have been in indirect-democracy, a representative democracy, which is showing its own demerits, observed and analysed as earlier political will taking over the peoples 
mandate, even to the imposition of unwarranted emergency, then witnessing political will being taken over by criminal will, ethics eroded, corruption exploded, 
unwilling to impose code of conduct. Bharat basically is a spiritual land and every Bharatiya aspires for individual as well as outer-public excellence. This paper is to 
re-conceptualisation of meritocracy within the nation, and to find out what possibilities? Approach methods? Political activism, movement needed to change the mind-
set of vox-populi towards meritocracy, in native Bharatiya narrative. Movement is needed first to decolonise the vox-populi mind-set, to Bharatiya-manas narrative. It 
is high time, once again WE THE PEOPLE of Bharat, make the self-determination as real Vikasit Bharat is our nation undertaking course change to evolving its own 
meritocracy.

Political Emergence Of Bhartiya Narrative
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Rajkamal Patel, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Guru Ghasidas Viswavidyalaya, Bilaspur (Chhattisgarh)

The “Bharat” narrative has gained significant political traction in recent years, especially since re-election of present government in 2019, symbolizing a resurgence 
of India’s indigenous identity and self-reliance. . This paper explores the multifaceted dimensions of the Bharat narrative, tracing its historical roots to contemporary 
political implications. The term “Bharat” is not merely a linguistic preference but a statement of independence and cultural pride. It encapsulates India’s journey from 
colonial subjugation to a confident, self-sufficient nation. Politically, the Bharat narrative challenges external frameworks, advocating for an engagement with the world 
that reflects India’s unique personality and values. Economically, it aligns with the vision of “Aatmanirbhar Bharat,” promoting resilience and self-sufficiency. The idea 
of Bharat extends beyond economic aspects, it represents a commitment to creating an inclusive, just, and fair society where no one is left behind. This inclusivity is 
considered a true test of development. Culturally, it embraces India’s diverse heritage, languages, and traditions, projecting an image of a “Vishwamitra”, a friend that 
steps up in crucial moments, defying conventional expectations in international relations. This paper argues that the Bharat narrative is a strategic tool for redefining 
India’s national identity and international standing, fostering a sense of unity and purpose among its citizens. By examining key political speeches, policy initiatives, 
and cultural discourses, this study provides a comprehensive understanding of the Political emergence of Bhartiya narrative and its potential to shape India’s future.

Resurgence of Lok Vidya for Viksit Bharat @2047: Transmission, Preservation, Promotion in Bharatiya Knowledge System
Sudhanshu Shekhar Nayak, Research Scholar, Department of Studies in Society and Development, Central University of Gujarat, Gandhi Nagar (Gujarat)

Prof. Atanu Mahapatra, Professor, Centre for Diaspora Studies, Central University of Gujarat, Gandhi Nagar (Gujarat) 

Innovation converges itself into wisdom with the help of prior knowledge on their respective field. Historical preservation of knowledge is the unending sources of 
all new inventions and innovation yet to come in future. It would not be exaggeration if we say that much of 21st century’s knowledge system including modern 
science, literature and technology have taken sophisticated shape out of foundation of Lok Vidya (indigenous knowledge), practices, and innovations self-maintained 
by aborigines. These Lok Vidaya are deeply rooted as of thousand years which are time tested, effective, and sustainable in practice. However, the advent of trending 
modernization and universal adoption of one particular knowledge system in the world through rapid globalization entirely put the Lok Vidya under veil of ignorance 
for centuries. Despite this fact, Lok Vidya are always found effective whenever there are any significant challenges and threats to survival of human be it Covid-19 
pandemic, climate change, environmental crisis, and sustainable development, etc. Therefore, Lok Vidya and their practices are re-emerging as trending alternative 
solution for sustainable human development in the world. This paper discusses to look into new development, resurgence, transmission, preservation, and promotion of 
Lok Vidya at institutional level including NEP 2020 in Indian context under the guiding principles of Vikshit Bharat@2047.

PANEL - 23
DECOLONIZING INDIAN MIND

Cultural Erosion and Identity Crisis Among the Tribals of Jharkhand
Ankit Kumar Jha, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Ranchi University, Ranchi (Jharkhand)

The diversified tribal communities of Jharkhand are known for their rich and broad cultural heritage and distinct identities, in the contemporary time, these communities 
are facing an unprecedented crisis in terms of their culture and identity. This paper explores the phenomenon of the cultural erosion and crisis of identity driven by 
encroachment of mainstream culture through the forces like modern education, media, policies of the government, intrusion of foreign religion etc. These factors have 
played a vital role in disrupting the age-old tribal culture and their social structure, resulting in alienation and disconnection from their ancestral roots. Through a 
combination of historical analysis and contemporary case studies, this research seeks to understand the complex dynamics at play and offers insights into the challenges 
faced by Jharkhand’s tribal communities in preserving their cultural heritage in a rapidly changing world. The study also discusses potential strategies for cultural 
revitalization and identity preservation, emphasizing the need for a balanced approach that respects both tradition and modernity.

Beyond Orientalism and Post-Colonialism: Re-examining the Aghora Tradition as a Knowledge System
Arun Sharma, Research Scholar, CCPPT, SIS, JNU, New Delhi

This paper critically examines the persistent Orientalist and postcolonial interpretations of Indian philosophical traditions, using the Aghora tradition of Varanasi as 
a case study. It challenges the categorization of such traditions as merely mystical or esoteric, arguing instead for their recognition as complex knowledge systems 
with significant socio-political implications. Through a comprehensive review of existing literature and secondary sources, the research explores the philosophical 
underpinnings of Aghora practices, their healing traditions, and their potential to offer alternative worldviews. The paper proposes a new theoretical approach to engaging 
with Indian traditions that moves beyond the limitations of both Orientalist and postcolonial frameworks. By doing so, it aims to contribute to the decolonization of 
Indian knowledge systems and highlight their relevance in addressing contemporary issues. This study not only addresses gaps in the existing literature on Aghora but 
also provides insights into the broader politics of knowledge production that have marginalized certain Indian traditions. The findings have implications for reimagining 
the study of Indian philosophy and its potential contributions to global intellectual discourse.

India or Bharat: What is in a Name?
Dr. Ashraf P, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, EMEA College of Arts and Science, Karipur (Kerala)

This paper explores the contemporary debates on the name of our nation and examines the historical and cultural aspects behind the names India and Bharat, both of 
which are used to refer to our nation. The paper aims to analyses the significance and the implications of these names, as well as the political motives and the ongoing 
debate surrounding them. By delving into the historical context, political roots, and cultural connotations, this study aims to shed light on the multi-dimensional nature of 
the names Bharat and India and their role in shaping the idea of the world’s largest democracy. It also aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of the constitutional 
debates on the name of our nation and its significance in shaping the idea of India. 

Exploring M.N. Roy’s New Humanism: An Analysis of His Contributions and Contemporary Relevance
Dev Raj, Research Scholar, Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya Chair, Himachal Pradesh University, Shimla (Himachal Pradesh)

This paper explores M.N. Roy’s New Humanism, analyzing his contributions to political thought and examining the contemporary relevance of his ideas. Roy, originally 
a revolutionary involved in anti-colonial activities in India, shifted his focus to international communism, establishing the Mexican Communist Party and participating 
in the Comintern. However, his disillusionment with Soviet-style communism led him to develop New Humanism, an ideology emphasizing individual freedom, 
rationality, ethical values, and democratic governance. Roy’s New Humanism offered a critical perspective on capitalist exploitation and communist authoritarianism, 
advocating for a more humane and inclusive political philosophy. The principles of New Humanism remain pertinent today, addressing ongoing global struggles for 
democracy, human rights, and social justice. This paper underscores Roy’s enduring legacy and the relevance of his ideas in contemporary political discourse.

British Colonial Governance and the Indian Higher Education System: Historical Legacies and Contemporary Reflections
Diyuk Bora, ICSSR Doctoral Candidate, Centre for South Asian Studies, Pondicherry University, Puducherry

Ayushee Choudhary, Research Scholar, Centre for South Asian Studies, Pondicherry University, Puducherry

This paper delves into the historical development of the Indian higher education system under British colonial rule, examining how its structure and governance were 
shaped by colonial policies and the underlying objectives of the British administration. Starting with the establishment of the first Europeanized institution in 1817 and 
the subsequent influence of key figures like Macaulay and Wood, the paper traces the colonial foundations that prioritized English education and Western knowledge 
systems, while marginalizing indigenous knowledge and populations. The paper also explores Curzon’s university reforms, which marked a shift towards greater control 
and regulation of education, further entrenching inequalities. Despite the growth in educational institutions, access remained limited to the elite section, leaving vast 
majority of the population excluded. The objective of this research is to critically analyze how these colonial legacies influenced the development of Indian higher 
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education in the post-independence period and to explore the ongoing challenges in decolonizing the Indian mind. By examining the historical context and its lasting 
impact, this paper highlights the significance of re-evaluating and restructuring the Indian higher education system to foster a more inclusive and equitable academic 
environment that truly reflects India’s diverse socio-cultural landscape.

A Political Status of Working Youth in Indian Politics: An Excellent Leaders for Next Generation
Kapadia Parth Sureshkumar, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Hemchandracharya North Gujarat University, Patan (Gujarat)

In these research paper there is a systematic analysis of working youth in Indian politics. The research seeks to examine the role of working youth in Indian politics and 
what are the factors which affects the youth for inspiring towards politics and apathy towards politics. Everyone knows that India has a huge population of youth with 
a high potential for development of nation. In spite India has a huge population of young generation there is less representation and participation in Indian politics by 
youth. There are some obstacles which are in front of youth like family and society factors and many more. But youth has a potential to reform the rigid societal structure 
and political structure which is in depth rooted and it is necessary to change it and plant a new welfare visionary society and politics which lead towards a progressive 
and developmental path. The active involvement by youth in Indian politics which leads to emergences of excellent leaders for the next generations and establishment 
of extraordinary welfare state.

Dalit Divides: Exploring the Complexities of Internal Differentiation
Nitesh Kumar Maurya, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Central University of Haryana, Mahendragarh (Haryana) 

Social stratification and inequalities are pervasive in societies, manifesting through gender, caste, race, and class. Caste stratification is a persistent reality in Indian 
society, with variables varying across regions in terms of economy, caste, religion, language, and more. Notably, divisional and hierarchical differentiation exists within 
the Dalit community. This research paper investigates the intricacies of internal hierarchical differentiation within Dalit communities. Recent developments, such as the 
Supreme Court’s August 1, 2024, judgment permitting sub-categorization of Scheduled Castes in reservations, highlight the need for a nuanced understanding of these 
dynamics. This study aims to contribute to the discourse on caste stratification and its implications for social justice and equality.

 The Decolonized Mind and Indian Feminism: A Study on Reclaiming Women’s Agency and Autonomy
Dr. Rajani Chaubey, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Jananayak Chandrashekhar University, Ballia (Uttar Pradesh)

This research examines the relationship between decolonization and Indian feminism, with a focus on how the reclamation of women’s agency and autonomy serves 
as an essential response to the lingering impacts of colonialism. By investigating the historical and cultural backdrop of Indian feminism, the study explores how 
colonial narratives have influenced gender roles and restricted the autonomy of women in India. It also critiques the application of Western feminist frameworks, 
highlighting their tendency to overlook the distinct experiences and challenges faced by Indian women. Through a detailed analysis of literature, historical documents, 
and contemporary feminist discussions, the research underscores the significance of a decolonized perspective in nurturing a genuine feminist movement in India. It 
stresses the importance of grounding Indian feminism in indigenous cultural traditions and values, while simultaneously addressing the ongoing effects of colonial 
patriarchy. The study ultimately seeks to contribute to the broader conversation on Indian feminism by offering strategies to reclaim women’s agency and autonomy, 
anchored in a decolonized approach to gender, identity, and empowerment.

Reclaiming Bharat: The Role of Bharatiya Identity in Decolonizing the Indian Political System
Sachin Nema, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, National Law Institute University, Bhopal (Madhya Pradesh) 

“Bharat” is a name that reflects the civilizational continuity of the land and its people. Bharat is rooted in a distinct cultural, spiritual, and philosophical tradition 
that predates colonialism by thousands of years. This paper examines the profound necessity of reasserting Bharatiya identity as a means of dismantling the deep-
rooted colonial frameworks that continue to influence India’s political system. Despite gaining political independence in 1947, India’s governance systems, legal 
frameworks, and political thought remain significantly shaped by colonial legacies. These legacies have created a disconnection between India’s political structures and 
the civilizational ethos of Bharat. While the Constitution has been hailed for its progressive values and democratic principles, it is argued that it does not fully reflect 
the civilizational ethos of Bharat. This paper advocates for a reassertion of Bharatiya values, systems, and practices in all spheres of life, including governance, law, 
education, and culture. This study seeks to contribute to the discourse on cultural and political sovereignty, emphasizing that reclaiming Bharatiya identity is crucial for 
creating a political system that truly reflects the values and aspirations of the people of Bharat.

Colonial Legacies and Post-Colonial Boundary Redefinition in the Himalayas
Shivansh Ganjoo, Research Scholar, International and Area Studies, Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi

Nitish Kumar Parihar, Research Scholar, Energy Studies Programme, School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi

The paper employs Anssi Paasi’s theory on the institutionalization of regions to explore the enduring imprints of colonial legacies and the complex processes of post-
colonial boundary redefinition in the Himalayan region, a complex and geopolitically sensitive area encompassing parts of India, Nepal, Bhutan, and China. Colonial 
powers driven by strategic interests and administrative imperatives, carved out boundaries that often ignored the rich tapestry of pre-existing social, cultural, and 
geographic realities. These colonial demarcations have left a lasting legacy, shaping contemporary regional identities and fuelling ongoing conflicts. In the post-colonial 
era, the states have been engaged in a delicate dance of redefining and legitimising these inherited boundaries, striving to forge cohesive national identities while 
addressing historical grievances. Paasi’s framework, with its emphasis on territorial shaping, symbolic shaping, institutional shaping, and establishment in the regional 
system, provides an insightful lens to unravel the intricate tapestry of regional development. Drawing on wealth of historical records, cartographic evidence, and policy 
analyses, this study delves into the dynamic interplay of power, identity, and governance in the institutionalization of regions. The significant boundary disputes, and the 
role of international diplomacy and transnational ethnic ties are also explored in these redefinition processes.

Navigating Academia: Challenges Faced by Disabled Scholars
Sonika Attri, Research scholar, School of Social Sciences, Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar (Punjab) 

Dr. Gurshaminder Singh Bajwa, Assistant Professor, School of Social Sciences, Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar (Punjab) 

It is crucial to acknowledge that women with disabilities face a multifaceted social environment that is compounded by gender and disability-based discrimination. 
Stereotyping and biases impede their access to education and employment opportunities, while healthcare disparities make it challenging to obtain medical care. The 
present study discusses the challenges, experiences, and perceptions of disabled women in higher education. It explains the conditions set up and the life struggles 
they faced during their education from primary to university level. Social inclusion, infrastructure, use of technology peer-support, the role of teachers, family and 
gender-specific barriers to disabled women in the academic landscape, etc. To improve the educational environment for disabled women, institutions must implement 
comprehensive policies that address accessibility, provide targeted support, and foster an inclusive culture. We must prioritize awareness, inclusivity, and equal 
opportunities to improve their social situation and cultivate a more equitable and supportive environment. It is our collective responsibility to create a societal shift that 
acknowledges the unique challenges that women with disabilities face and work towards creating a world that is accessible and empowering for all. 

Challenges in Decolonisation
Dr Sunil Dutt Vyas, Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, Govt. Dungar College, Bikaner (Rajasthan)

Decolonisation of mind involves a profound re-examination and transformation of thought patterns and cultural norms deeply rooted in colonial legacies. The British 
colonial era has made a profound impact on Indian intellectual and cultural life shaping perceptions, values, and even self-identity. Indian education system, often 
influenced by colonial ideologies, has traditionally emphasized Western perspectives and undervalued indigenous knowledge. The process demands to challenge 
and dismantle the colonial influences and to reclaim indigenous perspectives. Central to this process is the recognition and reassertion of India’s own cultural and 
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historical narratives. Moreover, decolonising the mind also involves critically assessing and overcoming internalised colonial values such as inferiority complexes, 
racial hierarchies, and stereotypes that may persist in social attitudes. One of the foremost obstacles is the deeply entrenched nature of colonial legacies within Indian 
institutions and everyday life. In education, the challenge lies in transforming educational content to include diverse, local perspectives. It requires substantial reform 
and resistance to entrenched academic traditions. Then the societal inertia and resistance to change also pose hurdles. Efforts to decolonise can encounter opposition from 
those who benefit from or are accustomed to existing structures. The paper is an attempt to consider the challenges in this process – the challenges rooted in historical, 
educational, and social dimensions – and the strategies to overcome.

Reviving Indigenous Knowledge Systems: Decolonizing Education in Post-Colonial India
Vagish Shukla, Research Scholar, Department of Education, Chaudhary Charan Singh University, Meerut (UP)

The legacy of colonialism has profoundly shaped Indian education systems, often side-lining indigenous knowledge and traditional practices in favour of Western 
models. This paper explores the imperative of decolonizing Indian education by revitalising and integrating indigenous knowledge systems into contemporary curricula. 
It contextualises the historical impact of colonial education policies, which not only altered the educational landscape but also eroded cultural identities and disconnected 
traditional epistemologies. The study examines current efforts to reintroduce indigenous knowledge into education, highlighting successful initiatives and ongoing 
challenges through various case studies from different regions in India. It engages with theoretical frameworks for decolonization, emphasising the role of indigenous 
perspectives in creating a more inclusive and culturally relevant educational paradigm. The paper provides practical recommendations for policymakers and educators 
to facilitate this integration, addressing potential obstacles and proposing strategies for overcoming resistance. By advocating for a reformed education system that 
embraces India’s diverse cultural heritage, this research aims to contribute to a broader understanding of how decolonization can enrich educational practices and ensure 
they reflect and respect indigenous knowledge systems.

The Geographical Evolution of Akhand Bharat to Modern India: A Historical Inquiry
Devabala Padmakumar, Student, Department of Political Science, Hindu College, University of Delhi, Delhi

Vishnu Aravind, Research Scholar, Centre for the Study of Law and Governance, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi

Bharat is a civilisational state with a 5,000-year history. It is one of the world’s oldest civilizations, with unique ways of life, global vision, philosophy, art, painting, 
architecture, literature, institutions, etc. However, several historical interpretations of Bharat’s past are available today. One central claim is that the Akhand Bharat was 
an abstract concept that did not exist in the past. Another argument is that Bharat is home to diverse cultural nationalities and cannot be seen as a single nation. This 
interpretation remains the official history of post-independent Bharat. However, this research paper aims to decolonize the century-old narrative on Bharat by describing 
how indigenous people and foreign travellers who visited Akhand Bharat documented the nation’s geography in ancient times. This also explains the history of the 
partition of Akhand Bharat into modern nation-states. This study used a literature review method based on secondary data.

New Criminal Law: Decolonizing Tools or A Need for Judicial Reform
Hmingthanpuii Ralte, Assistant Professor, Govt. Mizoram Law College, Aizawl (Mizoram)

Dr. T. Lianhmingsanga, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Govt. Aizawl West College, Aizawl (Mizoram) 

Prof. Jangkhongam Doungel, Professor, Department of Political Science, Mizoram University, Aizawl (Mizoram)

The late 18th century, beginning of colonialism, was a turning point in the development of India’s legal system. English civil and criminal law were introduced by the 
British East India Company to be applicable in India. The King of England’s Regulation Act of 1773 cleared the path for the Supreme Court to be established in Calcutta. 
Letters of Patent was issued on 26th March 1774 to establish the Supreme Court at Calcutta, as a Court of Record, with full power and authority to hear and determine all 
complaints under any existing law, it also entertain, hear and determine any suit or action against any of His Majesty’s subjects in Bengal, Bihar and Orissa (now Odisha). 
Similarly, Supreme Courts were established at Madras and Bombay by King George-III on 26th December 1800 and 8th December 1823, respectively. The East India 
Company’s authority was passed to the British Crown in 1857, resulting in modifications to the legal system. The Supreme Courts in Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay were 
abolished and High Courts for several provinces were established by the Indian High Courts Act, 1861. The British Privy Council heard appeals against the British-Indian 
Court’s ruling. The Government of India Act, 1935 established the Federal Court of India, which commenced operations on October 1, 1937 and the Federal Court of 
India retained the ability to appeal decisions to the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council in London. India attained independence in 1947 and the Constitution of India 
came into being on 26th January 1950. When India gains independence, the Congress party still believe in the old system of resolving dispute through Nyaya Panchayat 
where settlement was arrived in the village level. Now, India had witnessed its own unique way of resolving dispute though Lok Adalat and Gram Nyayalayas unlike the 
adversarial system. Just like the restoration of the old method for settlement of disputes, the criminal law namely Indian Penal Code, Criminal Procedure Code and Indian 
Evidence Act which was enacted during the colonialization needs many changes due to the advancement of technology and the emergence of new crime in India. To meet 
the challenging of the criminal cases and trial procedure, new criminal law has been passed in 2023 that came into force from 1st July, 2024. Though it is believed to 
enhance the justice delivery system, the name had been changed, that does not give a trace of any previous criminal law name, it can be assume that, it is a decolonizing 
tool to remove the mark of British criminal law in India.

PANEL - 24
POLITICAL IDEAS IN LITERATURE, ARTS AND CINEMA

Intersections of Religion, Culture, and Social Change: Dynamics in a Globalized World
Ishita Pandey, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, M.M.H College, Ghaziabad (U.P)

The intricate interplay among religion, culture, and societal change profoundly shapes the evolution of global societies. This abstract delves into the multifaceted 
connections between these elements, elucidating their profound influence on societal shifts amid the backdrop of globalization. Traditional ideas and cultural practices 
frequently collide or blend as countries get more interconnected, resulting in profound shifts in social norms and behaviour. Religion, serving as a cornerstone of cultural 
identity, holds a pivotal role in moulding societal values and behaviours. Its interaction with culture weaves a fabric defining collective beliefs and rituals, shaping both 
individual and communal identities. However, contemporary forces like globalization and technological advancements exert pressures, blurring cultural and religious 
boundaries, fostering a landscape where these structures intersect and transform.

Politics in Select U.S./Hollywood War-Films: An Assessment
Dr. Pinaki Roy, Professor of English, Raiganj University, Raiganj (West Bengal)

The German filmmaker and playwright Ernst Wenders once remarked, ‘Every film is political. Most political of all are those that pretend not to be entertainment movies’. 
Wenders’s observation becomes pertinent when reassessed in the context of the U.S./Hollywood war-films. While trying to project (a) U.S.A. as a freedom-loving nation 
trying to ‘ensure’ freedom for other countries as well, (b) the U.S.-soldiers as ‘champions of humanity and humaneness’; and (c) U.S.A. as a nation which does not want 
to go on an offensive but fights only when provoked to do so, the American/Hollywood films try to portray a very benign face of a capitalist country, which is (directly or 
indirectly) conquering one country or region after another to satisfy its own material needs and ego. Nevertheless, it is also true that the U.S.-soldiers have also offered 
protection to people suffering from tyranny over the ages. This paper would make a survey-based assessment of select U.S./Hollywood war-films to explain how these 
‘serious’ war-films are actually overtly political in nature and how they bring forward U.S.A.’s own policies and desires. 

Decolonising Indian Mind: Through The Writings Of Annie Besant In The Context Of Viksit Bharat @2047 
Sneha Singh, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi (U.P.)

British colonialism had a very profound impact on the lives and minds of Indian people. It expanded its branches in the various spheres, which include social, cultural, 
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economic, and educational. The growing influence of British colonialism in the Indian scenario paved the way for the growth of Indian nationalism. Many nationalist 
thinkers worked to eradicate the inferior status given to Indians. They worked to uplift the Indian minds from colonial mindsets through their writings and works.One 
such nationalist thinker, who came from different parts of the country, went to the extent of working for the same. Annie Besant, a pioneer of the Indian Nationalist 
Movement. She made an important contribution by shaping the youths for a better future. She worked extensively in the field of education by opening schools and 
educational institutions, by writing on India’s rich glorious past and formulating educational curriculum for Indian youths. This paper aims to examine Annie Besant’s 
attempt in decolonizing Indian minds through her literary works and educational framework.

From Thirukkural to Tomorrow: Ancient Wisdom Guiding India’s Constitutional Path to 2047
Pranavi K R, Student, Kumaraguru College of Liberal Arts and Science, Coimbatore (Tamilnadu) 

Anuyazhini. P, Student, Kumaraguru College of Liberal Arts and Science, Coimbatore (Tamilnadu)

This study examined the philosophical convergence between Thirukkural, an ancient Tamil text, and the Indian Constitution, aiming to identify guiding principles for 
India’s development towards 2047. The research employed a comparative analysis methodology, examining key concepts from Thirukkural against the constitutional 
pillars of justice, liberty, equality, and fraternity. Findings revealed significant parallels between Thirukkural’s emphasis on ethical governance and the Constitution’s 
directive principles of state policy. The study identified areas where Thirukkural’s wisdom could complement modern constitutional interpretations, particularly in 
fostering social harmony and ethical leadership. Based on this analysis, the research proposed a framework for ‘Viksit Bharat 2047’, integrating Thirukkural’s moral 
foundations with constitutional goals. Recommendations included strengthening ethical education in governance, promoting sustainable economic policies aligned 
with Thirukkural’s concept of righteous wealth, and enhancing social cohesion through reinterpretation of fraternity. This study contributed to the dialogue on India’s 
developmental trajectory, suggesting that a synthesis of ancient wisdom and modern constitutionalism could provide a robust foundation for India’s future. The findings 
offer insights for policymakers and scholars engaged in shaping India’s path to becoming a developed nation by 2047. 

Gali, Kesya and Other Songs of Subversion in Rajasthani Folk Songs: Politics of Folk
Swati Ratnoo, Research Scholar, Centre for women’s Studies, Mohanlal Sukhadia University, Udaipur (Rajasthan).

Rajasthan is a land of profound socio-cultural history whose identity has been asserted around its culture. Thus, Culture as a concept provides crucial vantage to 
understand the formation of social as well as the political. Folk Songs as a part of culture have been one of the most accessible, mobile way of representing and 
authenticating this identity. It offers scope to not only understand culture as sociological category of ethno-cultural representation but also critically analyse its politics. It 
assists us to look deeper into the formation of hegemonic as well as the voices of subversion. Thereby, Folk as a category through a political and gendered analysis opens 
up questions around cultural representation in/through Folk Songs of Rajasthan. Most crucially it opens up the scope for understanding subversive narratives from a 
feminist perspective. Gender assists to understand the performance of femininity and masculinity as repetitive acts of cultural assertion. Folk songs should be understood 
through lens of gendered performance where culture forms both the normative and non-normative. In this paper one tries to bring focus on voices of subversion and 
thereby agency exercised by women while performing different forms of folk songs that defy normative ideals or socio-cultural construction of gender roles. It tries to 
document and analyse the alternative songs like Gali, Kesya and others that not only deconstruct the normative understanding of gender in Rajasthani society but also 
propose the agential locus such songs of subversion offer women individually as well as collectively. Conclusively, this paper tries to firstly understand the folk songs of 
Rajasthan as well as its politico-historical evolution in making a hegemonic cultural identity; secondly, analyse gender construction through the folk songs of Rajasthan 
thereby highlighting the songs of subversion like Gali, Kesya and others. Finally, understand the politics of folk vis-à-vis these songs of subversion.

State, Governance and Cinema- Navigating the Spectrum of Films and Viksit Bharat @ 2047 Vision 
Dr. Shagufta, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Indraprastha College for Women, Delhi

This Paper is an attempt to understand cinema as one of the influential instruments of shaping up the citizen psyche due to its capacity to transport, convince and connect 
the viewer with the portrayed idea, fiction, and imagination along with realistic expectation at the mass level. Hon’ble Prime Minister shared the vision for Amrit Kaal 
and India @ 2047 in his Independence Day speech of 2021 which envisions to make India a developed Nation by 2047 and in February 2024 Vision Viksit Bharat 2047’ 
was released which encompasses economic growth, social progress, environmental sustainability, and good governance as the prime areas of focus .Governance is one of 
the fundamental component of the vision with expectations of an efficient institutional performance as the backbone of the projected idea of Viksit Bharat @2047 . With 
this kind of commitment to governance in Vision Viksit Bharat 2047, this paper aims at exploring the portrayal of the institutions, primarily police system, legal system 
and Bureaucracy administration in Hindi popular films in the post Independent era which are the major visible institutional delivery mechanisms of governance of Indian 
State in public eye with involved elements of honesty, trust, faith and legitimacy. The popular cinema depictions have the power to sway the sentiment and support in line 
with desired political-social-psychological perspectives of both, the political system and the masses. Ranging from the colonial times, films have evoked nationalist and 
patriotic sentiments in 30s and 40s followed by anti-corruption and anti-system depiction with Angry Young Man image carried by the films protagonist in 70s projecting 
the youth unrest and desired expectations from the state governance. The films based on Indian diaspora have also made huge impact on the socio-cultural milieu of the 
society at large and psyche of the people in many ways. The challenging nation building project of state has been positively received by this medium through many films 
in post independent India. This paper would be an inroad in locating the possibility of cinema to carry forward the spirit and image of good governance to the masses as 
committed in Viksit Bharat @2047 keeping in mind the film’s portrayal so far in this regard. 

Political Ideas in Literature, Arts and Cinema
Aravind Siddarth, M.A. Political Science, Presidency College, Chennai (Tamilnadu)

Political ideas in literature, arts, and cinema offer profound insights into societal structures, power dynamics, and ideological conflicts. These mediums serve as both 
reflections and critiques of political systems, engaging audiences with diverse perspectives on governance and social justice. In literature, works like Orwell’s 1984 and 
Huxley’s Brave New World present dystopian futures to critique totalitarianism and technological control. Similarly, classic novels such as Dickens’ A Tale of Two Cities 
provide historical commentary on revolutionary upheavals. In the visual arts, political themes have been explored through various movements and styles. For instance, 
Diego Rivera’s murals and Frida Kahlo’s paintings address socio-political issues in Mexico, while contemporary artists use mixed media to challenge existing power 
structures and engage in political discourse.

 The Dance Dilemma: State, Religion, and Cultural Identity in Iran
Aneesha A. Kharpor, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, North Eastern Hill University, Shillong (Meghalaya)

Dance in Iran is more than just an artistic expression; it represents the conflicts that exists within Iranian society and serves as a battleground for culture, politics, and 
religion. It also reflects a complex reciprocation between the State’s efforts to administer public behaviour, religious interpretations that influence social norms, and the 
struggle for cultural identity and personal expression. Understanding the depth of political, cultural, and social meaning embedded in dance and how the intentions and 
perspective of the viewer influence it is therefore crucial. The portrayal of Iran and the Iranian regime as an authoritarian state that wants to wreak havoc in the area while 
suppressing its own people is the extent of the discursive production of the Orient and the Oriental. The widespread perception that the regime’s response to dancers was 
a rejection of dancing serves as a proof of how superficially Iranian cultural expression and opposition are handled in the modern era. The lack of critical and historically 
contextualised understanding feeds back into the reductivism that permeates Euro-American discourses. This paper aims to go beyond the totalising discourses that 
Edward Said pointed out by presenting a more culturally aware interpretation of dance in Iran. It departs from Euro-American liberal and neo-liberal concepts of freedom 
that attribute the dancers detention to state repression or orthodox Islam.

Heritage and Politics: The Influence of Politics on the Conservation of Indian Monuments and its Implications on Tourism
Nisha Macchindra Gaikwad, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Marathwada University, Chhatrapati Sambhaji Nagar 
(Maharashtra)



188 Viksit Bharat @ 2047

This research paper delves into the complex relationships between tourism development, conservation, and political ideologies. How has the complex relationship 
between heritage conservation and politics in India influenced the conservation, presentation, and development of historical monuments? Political parties and ideologies 
have played an important role in this. This paper examines the influence of political parties on the preservation of historical monuments and its consequences for tourism. 
Historical monuments are not just masterpieces of architecture but also symbols of the country’s diverse cultural and political past. Political forces often influence 
conservation strategies, which creates various obstacles to the ways in which these sites can be maintained and developed. It focuses on the ways in which monuments 
have been preserved by different political regimes and, at the same time, how political parties have used these historical heritages to achieve their political objectives. 
What have been the major ideologies in India that have most influenced the conservation of monuments and tourism so far? Emphasis on changing the identity of public 
places in India, like in the last few years the government has changed the names of many cities. What impact has it had on tourism? Has it had any impact or not? In 
this research paper, to what extent does the ideology of the political parties in power affect the conservation of monuments and tourism development, and what are the 
ideologies in India that affect the conservation and development of monuments will be studied.

From Reel to Reality: The Political Allegory of Hirak Rajar Deshe in Today’s West Bengal
Dr. Pallabi Mukherjee, Assistant Professor, SASSBS, SVSU, Meerut (Uttar Pradesh)

This article explores the enduring relevance of legendary film director, author Satyajit Ray’s iconic film Hirak Rajar Deshe as a political allegory, reflecting the socio-
political landscape of contemporary West Bengal. Released in 1980, Hirak Rajar Deshe is a sharp satire on authoritarianism, corruption, and the suppression of dissent, 
themes that continue to resonate in today’s context. The film’s portrayal of a despotic king who manipulates and exploits his subjects provides a powerful lens through 
which to examine current issues in West Bengal, including political authoritarianism, economic inequality, and the curbing of free expression. By drawing parallels 
between the fictional kingdom of Hirak and the modern state, this research highlights how Ray’s narrative serves as a timeless critique of power and governance. 
The article also investigates the role of education, culture, and resistance movements in challenging authoritarianism, much like the film’s protagonists who use their 
knowledge and art to inspire change. Through a comparative analysis of the film and current events, this study reveals the continued impact of Ray’s work on the cultural 
and political discourse in West Bengal, emphasizing its relevance as both a cinematic masterpiece and a critical commentary on societal issues.

Political Ideas in Literature, Arts and Cinema: With Respect To Bhagvad Gita
Dr. Benum Yadav, Assistant Professor, Tilak School of Journalism and Mass Communication, Chaudhary Charan Singh University, Meerut (Uttar Pradesh)

Kun Sharma, Research Scholar, Tilak School of Journalism and Mass Communication, Chaudhary Charan Singh University, Meerut (Uttar Pradesh) 

The following papers deal with the major political issues that a country faces in the contemporary world. Our Bhagvad Gita gives proper insights regarding this, 
highlighting how to resolve conflicts, what are the moral ethics that can be employed to deal with issue that develop ethical leader ship, holistic leadership. Thus, making 
balanced policies for socio- economic and ethical development of the country. The study identified areas where Bhagvad Gita’s wisdom could complement the Indian 
politics and its representation among the people through various cinematic visualisations. Focusing on the narrative structures that must be kept in the journalist mind 
while working and presenting information to the audience.

The Political Screen: How Bollywood Cinema Mirrors and Shapes Vision of Development in India
Ms. Akriti Kumari, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi (Uttar Pradesh)

Cinema is a crucial form of culture and cultural medium that reflects both reel and reality. Bollywood, a form of cinema serves as a powerful tool through which India’s 
vision of development is both reflected and constructed. This paper mainly focuses on the interplay between cinematic narratives and socio-political aspirations of 
contemporary India. The paper examines Bollywood’s role in representing and influencing perceptions of socio-economic development. By analyzing a few selected 
films produced since 1990s, this study reveals how Bollywood projects, challenge and reinforce the dominant political discourses on development. The term political 
screen is used to show how Bollywood not only reflect society as a whole but also actively participates in constructing a particular vision of progress and modernity. By 
using theoretical frameworks such as representation theory, cultural studies, development communication theory, and modernization theory vs post-colonial critique, 
this paper tries to find out how Bollywood narratives construct and negotiate a vision of social changes. Through a detailed analysis of themes such as economic growth, 
spatial transformation, and urbanization that emerge in the selected films the research uncovers how cinema can be both a reflection of society and shape public opinion 
on development discourse. This exploration gives insights on Indian cinema’s political importance and provides a nuanced view of the cultural mechanism driving 
national development narratives.

Multiple Images Of Kashmir And Kashmiriyat : An Analysis Through Cinematic Narratives 
Arti Devi, Doctoral Candidate, Department of Political Science, Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi (Uttar Pradesh)

Cinema is a process of social activities that possess the potential to influence the individual as well as the society. It is one of the most prominent components of popular 
culture that impacts the mindset of an individual. Kashmir popularly known as “The Heaven on Earth” has served as a popular backdrop for movies because of its scenic 
beauty. The aim of this paper is to trace how Kashmir and Kashmiris are being represented in Hindi cinema popularly known as Bollywood. Initially, filmmakers focused 
on the serenity and breath-taking natural view of Kashmir but with time their interests shifted from spectacular view to political unrest in the valley and thus portrayal of 
the valley began to change in Hindi Cinema. This paper specifically focuses on understanding the complexities and controversies in the depiction of Kashmir in Hindi 
cinema in post 1989 movies when political situation in Kashmir became complex i.e. after the beginning of Kashmir insurgency and also emphasizes on how the cinema 
generates the feeling of “otherness” and creates a narrative of “us versus them” in the popular consciousness. Movies analyzed for the purpose of this study were Roja 
and Mission Kashmir. Thus, this paper aims to critically examine the cinematic depiction of Kashmir, Kashmiris, and Kashmiriyat.

PANEL - 25
POLITICAL DYNAMICS OF RAJASTHAN

Politics of Rajasthan: Social Media and Election
Mr. Vikash Kumar Meena, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi (Uttar Pradesh).

Media is an umbrella term for means of mass communication which encompasses social media, print media, electronic media, radio, television, and journalism. In the 
contemporary digital world, social media is one the most prominent types of media which enhance the human connection. Social media influences individuals in different 
walks of life and this research will focus on the impact of social media on election outcomes and public opinion. It has been found that social media is profoundly 
impacting every stage of the election process right from its announcement and nomination till the counting and declaration of results. Therefore, the present study focuses 
on how social media platforms like Facebook, X, Instagram and YouTube are shaping political landscapes and how it is influencing political behaviour. The present study 
analyzes the impact specifically on the Rajasthan legislative assembly election of 2024. This research also delves into the setbacks suffered by the traditional media in the 
recent elections i.e. after the popularization of social media, especially among the youths. By analyzing the versatile nature of social media, the present study emphasizes 
the interplay between social media and electoral dynamics. 

Rajasthan: From Bimaru towards Vikasit Rajasthan @ 2047
Professor Babita Jain, Principal, Government College, Gangashahar (Rajasthan)

Rajasthan, the largest state in the country, given many factors, was underdeveloped at the start of planning. In 1951 the installed capacity of power was only 13 megawatt 
here. The road mileage was 17,399 km only. Industrial development was not possible due to lack of roads, water supply and electricity generation. There was a lack of 
social services, educational and medical facilities. With 61% desert land, drastic fluctuations in agriculture output in the state was a common phenomenon. The growth 
rate of the population was quite higher than the national average. This negative development trajectory made Ashish Bose (demographer) in the early 1980s coin the 
term BIMARU for the states of Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh indicating their sick state in terms of development. However, this dark side of the 
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picture started changing significantly after the introduction of economic reforms in 1990s and emergence of new Panchayati Raj Institutions after the enactment of 73rd 
Constitutional Amendment Act in the state. Various government reports show that Rajasthan has come out of the negative development trajectory and is performing well 
in poverty alleviation, health, education, and green energy production. The worst performing state of the 1980s has secured its place among developing States. SDG 
Indices of India showcase the better performance of Rajasthan marching ahead to reach the goal of Vikasit Rajasthan @2047.

Assessing the Success and Challenges of E-Governance and Citizen Engagement in Rajasthan
Ashutosh Kumar, Research Scholar, Department of Society-Technology Interface, Central University of Rajasthan, Jaipur (Rajasthan)

Dr. Kumar Sambhav Pareek, Associate Professor, Department of Society-Technology Interface, Central University of Rajasthan, Jaipur (Rajasthan)

Active involvement in civic affairs is a crucial element of a thriving democracy. In recent times, information technology-based media has acted as a catalyst for increased 
involvement among different stakeholders in governance. This article seeks to analyse the significance of both online and offline media platforms and their impact on 
citizen involvement and e-governance, specifically focussing on Rajasthan. The study utilises the data collected during the “Rajasthan Post poll Survey 2023” carried out 
by Lokniti, CSDS. The analysis of this data reveals that there is a significant portion of the population who are engaged in e-governance initiative from being moderate 
to highly active, on the other hand younger individuals, urban residents and those with higher education levels are more likely to participate in it. Central Government 
schemes in particular, positively correlate with digital engagement. However, data also reveals that there still persist digital divide between urban and rural areas and 
political participation based on traditional methods remains lower. The provision of smartphones has notably increased engagement, highlighting the importance of 
infrastructure in enhancing e-governance efforts. The study’s findings have significant policy implications that highlight the importance of enhancing the familiarity and 
accessibility of electronic governance. Additionally, it also underscores the necessity to develop innovative techniques to include digitally illiterate individuals in the 
digital realm, which will lead to attainment of the goal of Viksit Bharat@2047.

 Leveraging Technology in Public Service Delivery: A Study of State of Rajasthan
Dr. Lehar Isarani, Assistant Professor, Vivekananda Global University, Jaipur (Rajasthan)

Prof. Santosh Kumar, (Acting –president), Vivekananda Global University, Jaipur (Rajasthan)

This study examines the impact of technology on public service delivery in Rajasthan, a state with distinct demographic and socio-economic challenges. It highlights 
the importance of technological interventions, particularly e-governance, in enhancing efficiency, transparency, and citizen engagement in public administration. The 
research draws on global perspectives and previous studies to build a theoretical framework around technology in public service delivery. It focuses on Rajasthan’s key 
e-governance initiatives, such as RajNET, e-Mitra, and Bhamashah Yojana, analyzing their implementation, stakeholder involvement, and the roles of government and 
private sector partnerships. Utilizing a mixed-methods approach, the study assesses the effectiveness of these initiatives through qualitative and quantitative data. It 
includes case studies and success stories to illustrate the positive outcomes and identifies challenges and limitations in implementation. A significant portion of the study 
is dedicated to exploring digital inclusion efforts, particularly in bridging the digital divide and improving digital literacy in rural and urban areas. Comparing Rajasthan’s 
technological advancements with those of other Indian states, the study extracts lessons and best practices to enhance the state’s e-governance efforts. It concludes with 
policy recommendations aimed at improving the effectiveness of technology in public service delivery, promoting digital inclusion, and increasing citizen participation. 
The findings demonstrate technology’s potential to transform public service delivery in Rajasthan, offering insights for policymakers and stakeholders on fostering 
innovation and inclusive strategies to better serve the population.

Social Security for GIG Workers of Rajasthan: An Imperative Task
 Dr. Arvind Shankar Shukla, Assistant Professor of Political Science, Sharda University, Greater Noida (U.P.)

Rajasthan has carved a special niche act for itself in India, targeting the hitherto ‘unclaimed’ social security needs of GIG and platform workers. The emergence of the 
GIG economy has opened up ways of employing millions of workers in delivery, transportation, freelancing, among others-employees normally not accountable to any 
conventional employment benefits that include health insurance, pensions, or paid leave. Rajasthan, in 2023, moved the “Platform-Based Gig Workers [Registration 
and Welfare] Bill”, a pioneering legislation to ensure the social security of gig workers. It necessitates that all such GIG workers be registered and a welfare board is 
set up with the express purpose of catering to their needs. It is supposed to formulate schemes related to health insurance, accident insurance, maternity benefits, and 
pensions. There is also a welfare fund, to be financed through a small cess on the transactions carried out by gig and platform companies, for supporting such initiatives. 
Social security system for the GIG workers was an unfinished task for many years. This legislation is a beacon of hope for not only the GIG workers of Rajasthan but 
also pave the way for other states as well.

Political Dynamics of Rajasthan
Mr. Narendra Sharma, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Binnani Kanya Mahavidyalaya, Bikaner (Rajasthan)

Politics of Rajasthan is mainly dominated by two parties, The Bhartiya Janta party and the Indian National Congress. After Independence of India in 1947 Many Indian 
states were influence by INC. Because Indian National congress was fore fighting party of National freedom struggle and congress had locally popular party since the 
time of Indian freedom Movement so Rajasthan was also influenced by INC. Many former congress leaders such as Pt. Heeralal Shastri, Manikya lal Verma, Jay Narayan 
Vyas Gokul Bhai Bhatt, Mohan Lal Sukhadiya directly touched the National programmes and policy of Indian National Congress. After 1947 the first elected government 
of Rajasthan made by under the leadership of Heeralal Shastri, who was a prominent congress leader. Before 1977 Rajasthan Assembly was greatly influenced by 
Congress party, Mostly Mohanlal Sukhadiya was elected as Chief Minister of Rajasthan, he spent 17 Years of the span of Chief Minister, which is the highest time Chief 
Minister of Rajasthan. The earlier politics were dominated by the congress party. The main opposition party was the Bharatiya Jansangh headed by Rajasthan most 
popular leader Bhairon Singh Shekhawat and the Swantantsa party headed by former rulers of Rajathan. The congress rule was untouched till the year 1962, But in 1967, 
Jansangh headed by Shekhawat and Swatantra Party headed by Rajmata Gaytri Devi of Jaipur reached the majority point but couldn’t form a government in 1972 the 
Congress won a landslide victory following the victory in the 1971 war.

Sikhs on the Political Stage: A Case Study of the Contemporary Political Role of the Sikh Community in Rajasthan and Bihar
Dr. Manoj Kaumar, Assistant Professor in History, School of Undergraduate Studies, Kashmere Gate Campus, Dr. B.R Ambedkar University Delhi, Delhi

The Rajput state of Jaipur, initially established in the 11th century, was known as Amber for many centuries. It wasn’t until 1727 when Raja Sawai Jai Singh founded a 
new capital, that the state became known as Jaipur. Given its proximity to Punjab, it was inevitable that interactions would occur between the people of these two regions. 
Sikh history traces back to the birth of Guru Nanak in 1469. Similarly, During the medieval period, Bihar played a pivotal role as a conduit for the spread of Sikhism 
to eastern and northeastern India. This facilitated the emergence of indigenous Sikh communities, distinct from their Punjabi-speaking counterparts in both linguistic 
heritage and physical characteristics. In May 1710, Banda Singh Bahadur successfully captured the province of Sirhind. He subsequently initiated communication with 
the Rajput leaders of Jaipur and Jodhpur. According to a report in the Darbar-i-Akhbar-i-Mualla dated 28th May 1710, the Emperor was informed that Raja Jai Singh 
and Raja Ajit Singh had received letters from Guru Banda Singh Bahadur and had sent their responses. While the specific content of these letters remains unknown, it is 
reasonable to infer that Banda Singh Bahadur was keen on establishing a Sikh-Rajput alliance to challenge Mughal rule. These historical narratives illustrate that Sikhs 
in both provinces have been notably active since the medieval period. The aim of this research paper is to examine the current political role of the Sikh community, 
given their longstanding engagement in various aspects of social life in both states. Despite being the most employed and taxpayer community in Rajasthan and Bihar, 
according to the 2011 census, the political representation of Sikhs remains unsatisfactory. This paper delves into how the Sikh community can adopt a positive stance 
for all societal classes, particularly in the context of their significant role in local trade and commerce. The research focuses on a detailed, data-driven analysis of the 
contemporary status of Sikhs in Rajasthan and Bihar. The aim of the paper is to elucidate the equitable, democratic status of minorities within the framework of a robust 
republican system.
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